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Proudly Bringing You Canada at Its Best

Land and culture are woven into the tapestry of Canada’s history
and the Canadian spirit. The richness of our great country is
celebrated in a network of protected places that allow us to
understand the land, people and events that shaped Canada.

Some things just can’t be replaced and, therefore, your support is
vital in protecting the ecological and commemorative integrity of
these natural areas and symbols of our past, so they will persist,
intact and vibrant, into the future.

Discover for yourself the many wonders, adventures and learning
experiences that await you in Canada’s national parks, national
historic sites, historic canals and national marine conservation
areas. Help us keep them healthy and whole - for their sake, for
our sake.

Our Mission

Parks Canada’s mission is to ensure that Canada’s national parks,
national historic sites and related heritage areas are protected and
presented for this and future generations.

These nationally significant examples of Canada’s natural and
cultural heritage reflect Canadian values, identity, and pride.
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Safeguarding Canada’s Family of Special Places

ParksCanadaisproudofitsroleinpreservingandpresentinganation-
widesystemofnaturalandculturaltreasures-includingnationalparks,
nationalhistoricsites,andnationalmarineconservationareas.Together,
theysymbolizethelinkbetweenstewardshipofthelandandrespectfor
ourculturalheritage.ParksCanada’sMandateisprotection,education
and memorable visitor experience.

National parks and national marine conservation areas protect the
ecologicalintegrityoflandscapes,waterandwildliferepresentativeof
Canada’svastnessanddiversity.Nationalhistoricsitescommemorate
thepeopleandeventsthatshapedthiscountry.ParksCanada’shighest
priorityisensuringthatourparksandsitesareunimpairedbyhuman
activity and will persist, healthy and whole, into the future.

You too can do your part in helping to maintain Canada’s family of
special places.Tread lightly on the land as you explore the wonders
andbeautyofCanada.Respectandcelebratetheculturaltraditionsof
Nunavutasyouvisiteachcommunity.Yourroleisimportantinhelpingto
ensurethecontinuedprotectionandenjoymentofCanada’snaturaland
cultural heritage.



So Much To See and Do

Daretoexplorewhererelativelyfewvisitorstrekeachyear—tothefar
reachesofCanada’sarctic. Discoverthe protected ecosystemsofthe
ruggednorth,andcelebratetheestablishmentofsomeofthenewest
national parks in Canada.

ThefournationalparksinNunavut-Auyuittug,Quttinirpaaq,Sirmilikand
Ukkusiksalik-areamongthemostremoteand northerly parksinthe
world.

The higharcticisTHE choice forthe truly adventurous. Quttinirpaaq
National Park on Ellesmere Island can boast of being on“Top of the
World",asitencompassesoneofthemostnorthern pointsoflandon
our planet.The visitor seasonis brief but as Canada’s second largest
National Park the choices for unique experiences abound.

Jagged mountains and enormous glaciers characterize Auyuittuq
National Park,located onBaffinlsland.The park offersworld-famous
opportunities for winter ski touring and ski mountaineering in a
spectacularbut unforgiving wilderness.The remote Akshayak Pass,
traversed by Inuit for hundreds of years, is a prime destination for
summer backpacking.



Viewicebergs,unexpectedgeologicalformations,seaice,andseabirds
at Sirmilik National Park on northern Baffin Island. Fifty bird species
-includingthick-billedmurresandblack-leggedkittiwakes-livewithin
the BylotIsland Migratory Bird Sanctuary and the sea bird colony at
Baillarge Bay as well as elsewhere in the park. From bird watching to
botany,thenaturalandculturalfeaturesofSirmilikaresuretodelight
those willing to brave the rugged conditions of the region.

High densities of polar bears, an array of other wild life such as cari-
bou,muskox,wolf,seal,goldeneagleandperegrinefalconalongwitha
reversingwaterfallcreatedbytidalaction,awaitvisitorsinUkkusiksalik
National Park.

Inuit have forged a life in these harsh but delicate landscapes for
thousands of years. Remnants of ancient cultures can be seeninall
oftheseparks-fromthelndependencelandllculturesof Quttirpaaq
NationalParktotheThuleculturesin AuyuittugNationalPark.Visitors
mayseetentrings, kayakstands,inuksuit,foxtrapsorotherevidence
of ancient cultures.

Experience the warmth and hospitality of modern-day Inuitin the
remotecommunitiesofPangnirtung,Qikigtarjuaqg,Pondlinlet,ArcticBay,
Resolute Bay Grise Ford, Repulse Bay, Baker Lake, Chesterfield Inlet,
CoralHarbourorRankinInlet.lqaluitisthestartingpointforaccessto
AuyuittugandSirmilikand Quttinirpaaqg national parks,aswellasto
theirneighbouringcommunities. Ukkusiksalikcanbeaccessedfrom
Winnipeg, Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake.

Activities Information

Activities in the remote arctic parks revolve around backcountry
adventure,withuniqueopportunitiesforhiking,mountainclimbing,
boating, camping, wildlife viewing, kayaking, ski touring, and ski
mountaineering.However,duetotheremotenessoftheseparksand
theinherentdangersofthearcticterrain,potentialvisitorsshouldhave
strongskillsinwildernesstravel,survivalandfirstaidunlesstravelling
with an experienced and licenced guide.



Wildlife Viewing

Nothingcanmatchtheexcitementofspottingwildlifeintheirnatural
habitat.Muskox,arcticfox, polarbear,arcticwolf,narwhal,belugaand
bowheadwhalearebutafewofthemammalspeciesthatmaybeseen.
Use caution and give wildlife the space and respect they deserve.

« Maintain a safe distance from all large animals. Be aware that
large animals such as muskox and walrus may be aggressive.

«  Pleasereadthepamphlet“SafetyinPolarBearCountry”andview
the DVD“Polar Bears: A Guide to Safety”for more information.
TheseareavailablefromtheParksCanadaofficesinNunavutand
the pamphlet can be read on our website: www.pc.gc.ca.

Weather

Thepolarmarineclimateischaracterized bylong, cold,darkwinters,
with temperatures as low as -55 °C. Summers are short and cool.
Although you will be treated to endless daylight between May and
August,thesunistotallyabsentbetweenNovemberandFebruaryinthe
higharcticparksandverydiminishedinthemoresouthernones.Julyis
usually the warmest month with an average high of 11°C.

Weatherinthearcticisextremelychangeable,withhighwinds,storms,
andwhiteoutconditionspossibleatanytimeoftheyear.Travelisimpos-
sibleduring spring break-up andfall freeze-up.Visitors must be well
prepared todeal with harsh weather -including travel delays due to
weather - at any time of the year.
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For Your Convenience

Careful planning is required as some supplies and services may be
limitedorunavailableinsomenortherncommunities.Pleasecontactthe
ParksCanadaofficelistedforeachparkorcontacttheFieldUnitofficein
Igaluit for a complete package of pre-trip planning information.

Cruise Ships

Althoughicebreakerexpeditionsizecruiseshipshavebeencomingto
Nunavutforyears,moreshipswithmorecruiseoptionsarevisitingmore
communities now. Visitstoboth national parksand national historic
sitesareincludedinthesailing schedules. Visitors getday hikes, see
marinewildlife,takepartinculturaleventsandvisitarchaeologicalsites
all from their floating staterooms.

Park and Site Regulations and Guidelines

Parkandsiteregulationsaredevelopedtoprotectthesespecialplaces,
and ensure you have a memorable visit.

« Aparkuse permitis required for day use and overnight stays
in the backcountry. And all of Nunavut’s parks are considered
backcountry. Visitors MUST participate in an orientation and
registrationsessionandpaytheirfeespriortodepartingforanyof
thenationalparksinNunavut.De-registrationismandatoryatthe
end of the trip.

«  Chooseroutesondurableterrain.Avoidvegetatedandsoftsoil
areas as these areas are easily damaged by foot traffic.

«  Fires are prohibited. Camp stoves must be used.

«  Firearms are prohibited.

«  Packout all litter, including cigarette butts.

« Leave undisturbed any natural or cultural objects.
« Do not disturb wildlife.

«  FishingmaybeavailableinsomeoftheNationalParksinNunavut
but is currently under discussion as part of the management
planningprocess.Checkinadvancewiththeparkyouintendto
visitaboutthestatusoffishing.Iffishingispermitted,anational
park fishing license is required.
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Auyuittuqg National Park of Canada

“The Land That Never Melts”

Sweepingglaciersandpolaricemeetthejaggedgranitemountainsof
AuyuittugNationalParkofCanada.LocatedonBaffinlsland,Auyuittuq
representstheNorthernDavisnaturalregion.Theinitialagreementto
create the park was signedin 1973. The park protects 19,089 km? of
scouredterrain,including the highest peaks of the Canadian Shield.
Highlightsofthe park’sgeographyareThorPeak, MountAsgard, the
Penny Ice Cap and the famous Akshayuk Pass.

Marinelifethrivesinthecoastalfiordsof Auyuittug,whereanimalssuch
as narwhal and ringed seal are often seen. Inland, the landscape is
windsweptandbarren,onlyfifteenpercentofthepark’sareaisvegetat-
ed.Evidenceofthedynamicnatureofthisparkandtheerosiveaction
ofice,windandwatercanbeseenallaroundasyoutraversethepark’s
challenging terrain.
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Getting There

ThenearestcommunitiesarePangnirtung,located32kmtothesouth
inPangnirtungFiord,andQikigtarjuaq,located82kmtothenorthon
Broughtonlisland.Winteraccessfromthecommunitiesisbyskiing,dog
teamorsnowmachine.Summeraccessisbyboatbuttheparkisvirtu-
ally inaccessible during spring break-up and fall freeze-up.

LocaloutfittersmaybehiredinPangnirtungorQikigtarjuaqtoassistwith
transportationtothepark.FromQikiqtarjuag,useofalocaloutfitteris
advisedtoprovideboatorsnowmachineaccesstothe parkbecause
polarbearsareoftenpresentinthewaters,ontheiceoralongthecoast
of that portion of the park.

IgaluitisthehubforairtrafficinNunavut.Commercialflightsareavail-
able to Igaluit from Montreal, Ottawa, Edmonton, and Yellowknife.
ScheduledandcharterflightsareavailablefromlqaluittoPangnirtung
andQikigtarjuag.Airtravellersshouldplanforthepossibilityofweather
delays when making their travel arrangements.

Making the Most of Your Visit

«  There are emergency shelters (for weather, wildlife and other
emergenciesONLY)aboutoneday’shikeapartthroughAkshayuk
Pass.Visitorsmaycampclosetothesheltersorinotherlocations
in the park. There are no designated campgrounds or visitor
services in the park except for outhouses located beside the
emergency shelters. Thereis a Parks Canada visitor reception
centreinPangnirtungopenyeararound,andaParksCanadaoffice
in Qikigtarjuaq during the visitor seasons.

«  Careful pre-trip planning is essential. Please contact the Parks
CanadaofficeinPangnirtung,seasonallyattheQikigtarjuaqoffice
or visit the park website at www.pc.gc.ca for detailed pre trip
planning information.

«  Thebesttimestovisitare springand summer. Springvisitsare
bestfrom mid March to early May for over-snowandice access
fromPangnirtungandintoearlyJunefromQikiqgtarjuag. Summer
visits can be made from July to early September using boat
accessfromPangnirtungandlateJulytoearly Septemberfrom
Qikigtarjuag.Checkwiththeparkofficesabouttheiceconditions
astheyvaryfromyeartoyear.Winteraccessisnotadvisabledue
totheextremecold,highwindsanddarkness.Keepinmindthat
theweatherisunpredictableandwillinfluenceyourtravelplans.

«  Localoutfitterscanprovideboatorsnowmachinetransportation
tothepark.InPangnirtung,contacttheAngmarlikinterpretive
Centreat(867)473-8737.InQikigtarjuag,contacttheQikigtarjuaq
Hamlet Office at (867) 927-8832.
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Activities

Hiking
AkshayukPass,the97kmcorridorbetweenmountainsandicehasbeen
traversedbylnuitforhundredsofyearsandisthepark’sprimesummer
hiking destination. Hikers should be prepared for many potentially
hazardous river crossings en-route. Side trips off the main route are
possible.ContacttheParksCanadaofficeinPangnirtungfordetailed
information.AdetailedroutemapforAkshayukPassisavailableforsale
attheparkoffice,orcanbepurchasedfromthemanufacturerswebsite
at: www.chrismar.com

Camping

Low-impact backcountry 3
campingispartoftheAuyuittuq |
experience. No additional g
camping permit is required
beyondyour parkuse permit.
Campersshouldbringacamp
stoveandfuelascampfireson
the limited amount of tun-
dra are not permitted. Camp
fuel can be purchased in
Pangnirtung or Qikigtarjuagq.

Wildlife Viewing

Narwhal,ringedseal,andpolarbearcanbeseenalongthecoast.Arctic
hareandlemmingarethemostcommonmammalsinthepark’sinterior.
Low densities of limited numbers of bird species, nest in Auyuittuq.

Ski Touring

Because most of the park is glaci-
ated, skitouringis possible formuch
oftheyear. Akshayuk Pass, the park’s
mostpopularskitouringdestination,
can be accessed for skiing from mid
March until early May. Contact the
ParksCanadaofficeinPangnirtungfor
detailed information.
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Mountaineering

Auyuittuq’s glaciers, rock cliffs and mountains provide world-class
opportunitiesformountaineeringandskimountaineeringinanarctic
environment.Harshconditionsandalackoflocalrescueservicesmake
mountaineeringinthisparkinadvisableforallbutthemostexperienced
ofclimbers.ContacttheParksCanadaofficeinPangnirtungfordetailed
information. An expedition registration and orientationis required.

Safety Considerations

Visitorstravelinginthisparkmustcarryappropriategear,beself-reli-
antandabletohandleanymedicalorwildlife-relatedemergencieson
theirown.Manyhazardsmaybeencountered-fromdangerousriver
crossingsandpolarbears,toseverecoldandstorms.Dependingonyour
routesandthetimeoftheyearyoumayhavelimitedencounterswith
other visitors.

Searchandrescueoperationsareverybasic,andtherecanbelengthy
delaysduetoweatherandlackofavailabilityofaircraft.Takeeverypre-
cautiontokeepyourselfoutofdanger.WerecommendbringingaGPS
andsatellitephone.SatellitephonesinconjunctionwiththeVHSradios
attheemergencysheltersprovidecommunicationoptionsinthearctic,
with its variable contact dependability.

Ifyouhaveanydoubtsaboutyourskilllevel,considervisitingthepark
with alicensed guide or outfitter. Contact the Parks Canada officein
Pangnirtung for a list of licensed outfitters.
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Operating Season

The parkis virtually inaccessible during spring break-up (mid-May to
JunefromPangnirtungandmidMaytolateJulyfromQikigtarjuag)and
fallfreeze-up (mid-October-November).Winteraccess(Decemberto
February), while possible, is not advised.

Park Office Hours & Phone
Pangnirtung
Monday - Friday, year-round.............. 8:30-12:00 PM & 1:00 - 5:00 PM

Summer hours posted in June

Phone (867) 473-2500

Qikigtarjuaq

By appointment during spring and summer visitor seasons.
Phone (867) 927-8834

Park Passes

Backcountry fees 2006/2007*

D] YZS—— $23.36+ GST

Annual oo, $140.19 + GST

NationwideParksCanadaFrontCountryPassfeesdonotapplytothese
backcountry excursionfees. The northernannual backcountry pass
isvalidinallNational Parksin Nunavut,the NorthWestTerritoriesand
theYukonwiththeexceptionofKluaneNationalParkandWoodBuffalo
National Park. * Future years — subject to change.

Camping
Backcountry camping is included in the backcountry entry fees

Payment
Visa, Mastercard, cash or cheque.
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Quttinirpaaq National Park of Canada

“Top of the World”

Far to the north, in the highest reaches of Ellesmere Island, lies
QuttinirpaagNational ParkofCanada.Amere720kmfromthenorth
pole,thisisthemostnortherlyprotectedareainCanada.Establishedas
EllesmerelslandNationalParkReservein 1988,Quttinirpaagbecamea
national park in 2001.

QuttinirpaagNationalParkrepresentstheEasternHighArcticGlacier
natural region. Much of the park’s 37,775 km2 is mountainous and
glaciated, withice caps up to 900 metres thick. Relief from this harsh
polardesertenvironmentcanbefoundatLakeHazen,wherearelatively
lushecosystemistuckedwithinavalleyofsouth-facingmountains.One
hundredandfiftyspeciesofplants, 192speciesofmoss,and44species
oflichennestleinthistundraoasis,alongwitharichdiversityofarctic
wildlife.
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Bothancientcampsitesandstructuresandremnantsofscientificand
military explorations can be found in the park. These sites provide
archaeologistsandresearcherswithimportantcluesaboutthe past.

QuttinirpaagNationalParkanditssurroundingregionhasarichlegacy
ofculturalresourcesthattellthestoryofhumanoccupationofthearea
— a story that dates back thousands of years.

ItisbelievedthatthePaleo-Eskimosofthelndependencelculture(2000
—-1700B.C.) werethefirstto arrive in Quttinirpaaq after crossing the
Bering Straitfrom Siberia4000yearsago.Theircampsitesinthepark,
characterizedbybox-shapedhearths,tellusthattheirnumberswere
low and that they only occupied the area for 300 — 400 years. These
peoplehuntedmuskoxandcaribouandsurvivedthelongdarkarctic
winters with very little that could be used to produce heat.

For many centuries afterward, it appears no humans lived on
Quttinirpaaqg. Then about 3000 years ago, a second wave of Paleo-
Eskimo people, the Independence Il culture (1000 - 500 B.C.)
migrated acrossthearcticislandsandreached Quttinirpaaq. A third
distinctculture,the Dorset culture (A.D.800-A.D.1000),enduredon
Quttinirpaaquntilabouta1000yearsago.Theyinturnweresupplanted
by the Thule people who were skillful hunters of whales and other
marine mammals.WhiletheThule culture survived elsewhereinthe
arctic,QuttinirpaagwasabandonedbytheThuleastheclimatebecame
colderleadinguptothelLittlelceAge(A.D.1600-1850).TheThulewere
the ancestors of modern Inuit.

Getting There

AccesstoQuttinirpaagisbyaircharterfromResoluteBay,located 900
kmtothesoutheast.Acharterflightusinga10seatTwinOtterplanewill
takefourhourseachway,andwillcostapproximately $40,000(forthe
returnflight,2007)ormoredependingonyourdropofflocation.Contact
ustogetthelatestlistofchartercompanieslicencedtoflytothepark.
ATwin Otter charter can hold up to 10 people with gear,and should
bebookedwellinadvance.Sharingflightscanreducetheperperson
costs.

Scheduled, twice weekly air connections to Resolute are from
Igaluit. Commercial flights are available to Iqaluit from Edmonton
via Yellowknife, or Montreal and Ottawa. Travellers should
include in their northern plans, the possibility of weather delays
and allow some flexibility with their connecting flights.

Anicebreakercruiseshipisarecentannualoccurrence.ltdepartstothe
parkfromResoluteBayandreturnstothatcommunityinlate August.

16



Making the Most of Your Visit

+  Therearenotraditionalsouthernvisito
facilities, services, or campgrounds
in the park, however staff provide
personalized orientations and
travel recommendations. There is
an emergency tent shelter at both
TanquaryFiordandLakeHazen.Visito
information,orientationandregistrationfas
isavailableatTanquaryFiord,themain
accesspointintothepark.Backcountry
campingwithyourowntentistheonlyaccommodationoption.

«  Careful pre trip planning is essential. Please contact the Parks
CanadaofficeinPangnirtungorlgaluit,orvisitthe parkwebsite
www.pc.gc.ca for detailed pre trip planning information.

«  ThebesttimestovisitarelateMaytolateAugustforskiing,hiking
and camping. Winter access is not available as during the 4-5
monthsoftotaldarknesschartercompanieswillnotflytothepark.
Keepinmindthattheweatherisunpredictableandwillinfluence
all travel plans.

«  You may wish to make a side trip
to the picturesque community
of Grise Fiord, Canada’s most
northerly community, located 360
kmnortheastofResoluteBayonthe
southernshoreofEllesmerelsland.
Arrangementsforaccommodations
andoutfittingcanbemadethrough
the GriseFiordInuitCooperativeat
(867) 980-9135.

« Asyouaccessthe parkfrom Resolute Bay be suretoincludean
extra day or two to see the variety of sites and attractions this
community has to offer.
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Activities

Hiking

Hikers can explore the park from
drop-off points at Tanquary Fiord or
LakeHazen.HistoricFortCongervisits
are possible by special permission
and will require that a Parks Canada
Warden or Patrolperson accompany
your group. The tundra around

Lake Hazen is particularly lush and
diverse. Tanquary Fiord has a coastal
high arctic climate and wildlife.
Contact the Parks Canada office in
Pangnirtung or Iqaluit for details.
(867) 473-2500 or (867) 975-4673.

Camping

Low-impactbackcountrycampingispartoftheQuttinirpaagexperience.
Thegeneralbackcountrypark-usepermit,registrationandorientation
arerequired.Campersmustbringacampstoveandfuelascampfires
arenotpermitted.CampstovefuelcanbepurchasedinResoluteBay.

Wildlife Viewing

Inthehigharcticplantsandanimalsaresparselyscattered.Whilevisit-
ingQuttirpaaqitmaybepossibletoseemuskox,arcticwolf,arcticfox,
lemming,arctichare,weaselandthirtyspeciesofmigratingshoreand
seabirds.TheparkishometotheendangeredPearycaribou.Polarbear
sightingsarepossible,especiallyalongthecoast,butaremorerarethan
the southerly arctic parks.

Because much of the park is
glaciated,skitouringispossible
for most of the year. Contact
the Parks Canada office in
Pangnirtungorlgaluitfordetails.




Safety Considerations

Visitorstravelinginthisparkmustcarryappropriategear,mustbeself-
reliantandabletohandleanymedicalorwildlife-relatedemergencies
ontheirown.Manyhazardsmaybeencountered-fromdangerousriver
crossingstoseverecoldandstorms.However,thebiggesthazardisthe
profoundremotenessofQuttinirpaagandthedistancefromanymedical
orrescueassistance. Theremaybefewifanyothervisitorsinthe park
at the same time as your visit.

Localsearchandrescueoperationsarelimitedandtherecanbelengthy
delays due to weather and lack of availability of aircraft. Take every
precautiontokeepyourselfoutofdanger.Wehighlyrecommendbring-
ingaGPSandanlridiumsatellitephone. Allhigharcticcommunication
systems may be unreliable.

Operating Season

Itisrecommendedthatvisitstake placeinthespringandsummer
(lateMaytolateAugustorearly September).Winteraccessduring
the dark months is not possible.

Park Office Hours & Phone

Quttinirpaaqvisitorinformationisavailableyeararoundthroughthe
Pangnirtung or Igaluit offices.

Monday - Friday, year-round......... 8:30-12:00 PM & 1:00-5:00 PM
Phone (867) 473-2500 or (867) 975-4673

Park Passes

Backcountry fees 2006/2007*
Daily $23.36 + GST
Annual...eeeereeeeeeseessnn. $140.19 + GST

NationwideParksCanadaFrontCountryPassfeesdonotapplytothese
backcountryexcursionfees.Thenorthernannualbackcountrypassisvalid
inallNationalParksinNunavut,theNorthWestTerritoriesandtheYukon
withtheexceptionofKluaneNationalParkandWoodBuffaloNational
Park.* Future years - subject to change

Camping
Backcountry camping is included in the backcountry entry fees,

Payment
Visa, Mastercard, cash or cheque.
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Sirmilik National Park of Canada

“The Place of the Glaciers”

Sirmilik National Park of Canada was established in 2001. Sirmilik is
spreadoverfourseparateparcelsoflandonthenortherntip of Baffin
IslandnearLancasterSound.Thepark’s22,252km2protectrepresenta-
tiveexamplesoftheEasternArcticLowlandsandNorthernDavisnatural
regions.

Sirmilik is the summer home to one of the most diverse avian
communities in the high arctic. The park features more than fifty
speciesofbirdsincluding45speciesofbreedingbirds.TheBylotIsland
MigratoryBirdSanctuarypartofthepark,wasestablishedover10years
agobytheCanadianWildLifeServiceandisnowjointlymanagedwith
ParksCanada.Bylotlslandisahavenforseabirds,migratorywaterfowl,
andotherwildlifeandhasthelargestcolonyofgreatersnowgeesein
theworld.Thousandsofthick-billedmurresandblack-leggedkittiwakes
colonize the bird cliffs within the park. Summer wildflowers and
interestinghoodoossprinkletheplateauandrivervalleysoftheBorden
Peninsula,whilepicturesqueicebergsgracethewatersofOliverSound.
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Getting There

Sirmilik National Park can be accessed
from Pond Inlet or Arctic Bay. Local
outfitters may be hired in either
community to provide boat or snow
machine transportation to the park.
For information on Pond Inlet, contact
the Nattinnak Visitor Centre at (867)
899-8226. For information on Arctic
Bay, contact (867) 439-8483.

Igaluitis a hub for air trafficin Nunavut. §= :

Commercial flights are available to
Igaluit from Montreal, Ottawa, and

Yellowknife via Edmonton. Scheduled

flights and charters are available from Igaluit to Pond Inlet and
Arctic Bay/Nanasivik. Air travellers should plan for the possibility
of weather delays when making their travel arrangements.

Making the Most of Your Visit

There are no visitor facilities, services, or campgrounds
in the park. There is a Parks Canada office in Pond

Inlet for information, registration and orientation to the
park. Parks Canada information and orientations are
also available through hamlet staff in Arctic Bay.

Careful pre trip planning is essential. Please contact the Parks
Canada office in Pond Inlet (867-899-8092) or the Field Unit
office in Igaluit (867-975-4673) or visit the park website at
www.pc.gc.ca for detailed pre trip planning information.

The best times to visit are spring (late April to early June) for
winter activities, and after ice break-up in summer (late July
toearly September) forhikingand camping.Duringice break-
up (mid-Junetolate July) and freeze-up (mid-Octoberto early
November), the park is not accessible. Winter access is not

advisableduetotheextremecoldanddarkness.Keepinmindthat
theweatherisunpredictableand willinfluenceall travel plans.
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«  Plan for an extra travel day on your way to and from the
park. Formany people, thisopportunity foran encounterwith
the people of a small Arctic community becomes the most
treasured memory of their trip to Sirmilik National Park.”

Activities

Hiking

A high plateau and broad
river valleys of the Borden
Peninsula and the variety
of terrain of Bylot Island are
prime hiking destinations
in the park. Numerous
species of birds and arctic
wildlife,andextensivecover
of summer wildflowers

are key attractions.

Contact the Parks Canada
office in Pond Inlet for details.

Camping

Low-impactbackcountrycampingispartoftheSirmilikexperience.A
backcountryexcursionpermit,registrationandorientationisrequired.
Campersshouldbringacampstoveandfuel
as fires are not permitted. Camp fuel can
be purchased in Pond Inlet or Arctic Bay.

Wildlife Viewing

Birdwatchers will delight in the sheer
volume and diversity of birdlife in
Sirmilik. The most popular wildlife view-
ingisguided, spring floe edge tours where visitors may see narwhal
and beluga whales, seal, polar bear and many species of birds.
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Ski Touring

Spring (lateMarchtoearlyJune)isthe
ideal time for ski touring in Sirmilik
especiallyonBylotlIsland.Contactthe
Parks Canada office in Pond Inlet for
details.

Safety Considerations

Visitorstravelinginthisparkmustcarryappropriategearandbeself-
reliantandabletohandleanymedicalorwildlife-relatedemergencies
on their own. Many hazards may be encountered -from polar bears
to severe cold and storms. It is unlikely that other people will be
encountered during a trip in the park.

Searchandrescueoperationsareverybasic,andtherecanbelengthy
delays due to weather and lack of availability of aircraft. Take every
precaution to keep yourself out of danger.We strongly recommend
bringing a GPS and satellite phone. Sirmilik is on the border of two
satellitephonesystemssocontacttheparkstaffinadvancetodiscuss
whichsystemyouwillneedforyourplannedvisit.Inthehigharcticany
communication system is variable.

Ifyouhaveanydoubtsaboutyourskilllevel,considervisitingthepark
with alicenced guide or outfitter. Contact the Parks Canada officein
Pond Inlet for more information.
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Operating Season

Itisrecommended thatvisits take placein the spring (late April to
early June) or summer (late July to early September). The park is
inaccessibleduringspringbreak-up(mid-JunetoearlyJuly)andfall
freeze-up(mid-OctobertoearlyNovember).Winteraccessduringthe
darkmonths(DecembertoFebruary),whilepossible,isnotadvised.

Park Office Hours & Phone
Pond Inlet

Monday - Friday, year-round........8:30 - 12:00
and 1:00 - 5:00 PM for information and orientations.

Phone (867) 899-8092
Park Passes

Backcountry fees ~ 2006/07*

Daily $23.36 + GST

AnNUAl oo $140.19 + GST

NationwideParksCanadaFrontCountryPassfeesdonotapplytothese
backcountryexcursionfees.Thenorthernannualbackcountrypassisvalid
inallNationalParksinNunavut,theNorthWestTerritoriesandtheYukon
withtheexceptionofKluaneNationalParkandWoodBuffaloNationalPark.
* Future years - subject to change.

Camping
Backcountry camping is included in the park entry fees.

Payment
Visa, Mastercard, cash or cheque.
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Ukkusiksalik National Park of Canada

“The place where there is stone that can be used to
carve pots and oil lamps”

Ukkusiksalik National Parkislocated just west of the community of
Repulse Bay and the Arctic Circle. The park surrounds Wager Bay, a
100kmlongsaltwaterinletonthenorthwestcoastofHudsonBayin
Nunavut.DeclaredanationalparkonAugust23,2003,Ukkusiksalik
became Canada’s 41st national park. Named after the soapstone
foundwithinitsboundaries,theparkincludes20500km2 ofeskers,
mudflats, cliffs,rollingtundrabanksanduniquecoastalregions.While
Inuitdohuntintheregion,theparklandisuninhabited.Inuithadlived
intheareafrom 1000ADthroughtothe 1960s,andtheHudson’sBay
Company had a trading post there from 1925-1947.

Over 500 archaeological sites have been identified in the park,
includingsuchfeaturesasfoxtraps,tentrings,andfoodcaches.The
parkprotectsarepresentativesampleoftheCentralTundraNatural
Region.

This new park is in the very first
stagesofdevelopment.Thenormal
infrastructureandstaffinghavejust
begun,sopleasecontacttheParks
Canada office in Repulse Bay.
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Getting There

Ukkusiksalik National Park can be accessed from the communi-
ties of Rankin Inlet, Repulse Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Baker Lake, or
Coral Harbour. Local outfitters can access the park by boat in July
and August. Itis a 7-hour boat trip from the closest community or a
charter flight can be arranged from Baker Lake or Rankin Inlet. For
more information on outfitters and accommodations, contact the
Kivalliq regional office of Nunavut Tourism at 1-866-686-2888.

Sila Lodge is an Inuit owned outfitting operation inside the park
that provides, accommodations and guided trips for their guests.
Contact Sila Lodge at (867) 793-2905 for more information.

Rankin Inlet is the hub for
air traffic heading to Repulse |
Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Baker
Lake, and Coral Harbour. R —
Scheduledflightsandcharters s
to Rankin Inlet are available
fromWinnipeg,orfromOttawa
via Iqaluit or Edmonton via
Yellowknife. Air travellers

weatherdelayswhenmaking
their travel arrangements.
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Making the Most of Your Visit

There are no Parks Canada
visitor facilities, services or
campgrounds in the park.
There is a Parks Canada of-
fice in Repulse Bay for
information, registration and
orientation to the park.

Carefulpretripplanningisessential.PleasecontacttheParksCanada
officein Repulse Bay (867) 462-4500 or the Field Unit office in Iqaluit
(867)975-4673 orvisitthe parkwebsiteatwww.pc.gc.cafordetailed
pre trip information.

Thebesttimestovisitareinsummer,inJulyand August. Spring trips
maybepossibleupuntilbreak-upinMayandJune.Fallandwinterac-
cessisnotadvisableduetoheightenedbearhazard,weatheranddark-
ness.ContacttheParksCanadaofficeinRepulseBay(867)462-4500for
more current information.

Planforanextratraveldayonyourwaytoandfromthepark.Formany
people thisencounterwiththepeopleofasmall Arcticcommunitybe-
comesthemosttreasuredmemoryoftheirtriptoUkkusiksalikNational
Park.
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Activities

Hiking & Camping

Experiencedguidesandoutfit
ters can lead you on day hikes
along the rolling hills sur-
rounding Wager Bay. Exciting
viewing opportunities of the ES==
abundant wildlife and count- =

less cultural sites are scattered
throughout the park.

Daylightinthesummermonthswillneverlimityourhikingoptions,but
tideschedulesmaysincetheswiftcurrentsandlongtidalflatsinfluence
boat access.

Anexperiencedoutfittermaybeabletosetupanappropriatecampsite
withasolarpowered electricfenceandasentry. Otherwise, weonly
recommendtheuseofhardsidedaccommodations.Contactthepark
office in Repulse Bay for more options.

Boating

Getting to the park by boat with an experienced outfitter is a great
Arcticadventureandawonderful way to experience Wager Bay. Itis
thesafestwaytoviewpolarbearsandthesurestwaytoseetheabun-
dantmarinelifeincludingseals,belugawhalesandoccasionalnarwhal.
Kayaking is discouraged because of the extreme polar bear risk.

Traditional Inuit Use

Ukkusiksalikisthetraditionalhomelandofthemoderninuitwholivein
thearea.Manyofthosewhowerebornbeforetheestablishmentofthe
localcommunitieswereraisedalongtheshoresofWagerBay.Residents
maintainlivingtiestotheland,anditisnotunusualtoseelnuitfamilies
campingintheparkpracticingtheirtraditionalharvestingactivities.

Safety Considerations

Visitors must travel with an experienced guide oroutfitter. Aguided
group traveling in this park must carry appropriate gear, be self-
reliantandabletohandleanymedicalorwildlife-relatedemergency.
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Parks Canada search and rescue capabilities are limited and there
can be lengthy delays due to weather and lack of available air-
craft. Take every precaution to keep yourself out of danger. We
highly recommend bringing a GPS and an Iridium satellite phone.
All high arctic communication systems may be unreliable.

Polar bears are far more abundant in Ukkusiksalik than

in most other National Parks in the Arctic. Several en-

counters are likely on any trip. Because of this extreme

danger, visitors must travel in the park with a properly equipped
and trained guide who is experienced in polar bear country.

Operating Season

Ukkusiksalik is best enjoyed in July and August. The parkis virtually
inaccessibleinMayandJuneduringspringbreak-upandfreeze-up.Fall
andwinteraccess(SeptemberthroughFebruary),whilepossible,isnot
advised.PleasecontacttheParksCanadaofficeinRepulseBayforcurrent
information 867-462-4500.

Park Office Hours & Phone
Repulse Bay
Monday - Friday, year-round ... 8:30-12:00 PM & 1:00-5:00 PM

Formoreinformationortobookanorientation phone:(867) 462-4500

Park Passes
Backcountry fees 2006/2007*

DAY o $23.36+ GST

Annual oo, $140.19 + GST

NationwideParksCanadaFrontCountryPassfeesdonotapplytothese
backcountry excursionfees. The northernannual backcountry pass
isvalidinallNational Parksin Nunavut,the NorthWestTerritoriesand
theYukonwiththeexceptionofKluaneNationalParkandWoodBuffalo
National Park. * Future years — subject to change

Camping
Backcountry camping is included in the backcountry entry fees

Payment
Visa, Mastercard, cash or cheque.
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National Historic Sites of Nunavut
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ThereareelevenNationalHistoricSiteswithinNunavut.ParksCanada
does notdirectly manage any of these Sites. The National Historic
Sites in Nunavut are:

« Arvia'juagandQikigtaarjuk,Arviat:Inuitsummeroccupationsites
with rich history and in-situ resources (designated 1995);

« FallCaribouCrossing,KazanRiver,BakerLake:fallcaribouhunting
siteofcriticalimportancetothehistoricalsurvivaloftheinlandInuit,
(designated 1995); managed by the Hamlet of Baker Lake;

« BlackleadlslandWhalingStation,Blackleadlsland:Aboriginaland
European bowhead whaling (designated 1985);

« BeecheylslandSites, Related to 19th-century Arcticexploration
(designated 1993); Cairns, Devon Island Site at Cape Riley,
FranklinWinteringSite,NorthumberlandHouse, WreckofH.M.S.
Breadalbane (Beechey Island);
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« BloodyFalls,nearKugluktuk:Pre-contacthuntingandfishingsites
(designated 1978);

« IgloolikislandArchaeologicalSites,Igloolikisland:Archaeological
sequence, 2000 BC - AD 1000 (designated 1978);

« Inuksuk, Enusko Point: Inuit complex of 100 stone landmarks
(designated 1969, plaqued 1984);

« KekertenlslandWhalingStation,Kekertenlsland:Aboriginaland
European bowhead whaling (designated 1985);

« Kodlunarnlisland:MartinFrobisherhabitationandironsmelting,
1576-78 (designated 1964);

« PortRefuge,Devonlsland:Pre-contactoccupations,tradewithNorse
colonies (designated 1978);

« ErebusandTerror(*exactlocationunknown),Undetermined:Ships
of Franklin’s last expedition, 1845 (designated 1992).
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How To Contact Us

Parks Canada - Nunavut Field Unit
PO Box 278

Igaluit, Nunavut, XOA OHO

ph (867) 975-4673

fax (867) 975-4674

Auyuittug National Park of Canada
PO Box 353

Pangnirtung, Nunavut, XOA ORO
ph (867) 473-2500

fax (867) 473-8612

e-mail: Nunavut.info@pc.gc.ca
website: www.pc.gc.ca

Quttinirpaaq National Park of Canada
PO Box 353

Pangnirtung, Nunavut, XOA ORO

ph (867) 473-2500

fax (867) 473-8612

e-mail: Nunavut.info@pc.gc.ca
website: www.pc.gc.ca

Sirmilik National Park of Canada
PO Box 300

Pond Inlet, Nunavut, XOA OSO
ph (867) 899-8092

fax (867) 899-8104

e-mail: Sirmilik.info@pc.gc.ca
website: www.pc.gc.ca

Ukkusiksalik National Park of Canada
PO Box 220

Repulse Bay, Nunavut, XOC OHO

ph (867) 462-4500

fax (867) 462-4095

e-mail: Ukkusiksalik.Info@pc.gc.ca
website: www.pc.gc.ca

36



Planning a Visit to a Park or a National Historic
Site Elsewhere in Canada?

To receive FREE trip planning information on Canada’s National
Parks and National Historic Sites in other provinces and territories,
call today: 1 888 773-8888

NATIONAL PARKS AND
NATIONAL Hmm\u

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the
Chief Executive Officer of Parks Canada, 2005.

Photos © Parks Canada.

Photographers : Lee Narraway, Grant Mac Hutchon, C. Kimber,
R. Wissink, J. Kobalenko and D. Pelly.

Cat# R64-230/2007E ISBN :978-0-662-45610-0
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