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Proudly Bringing You Canada at its Best

Land and culture are woven into the tapestry of Canada’s history and the
Canadian spirit. The richness of our great country is celebrated in a network of
protected places that allow us to understand the land, people and events that
shaped Canada.

Some things just can't be replaced and, therefore, your support is vital in
protecting the ecological and commemorative integrity of these natural areas
and symbols of our past, so they will persist, intact and vibrant, into the future.

Discover for yourself the many wonders, adventures and learning experiences
that await you in Canada’s national parks, national historic sites, historic canals
and national marine conservation areas. Help us keep them healthy and whole
— for their sake, for our sake.

E

Newfoundland
and Labrador

Our Mission

Parks Canada’s mission is to ensure that Canada’s national parks, national
historic sites and related heritage areas are protected and presented for this and
future generations. These nationally significant examples of Canada’s natural and
cultural heritage reflect Canadian values, identity, and pride.
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FAMILY OF HERITAGE TREASURES
The idea of a Canada-wide system Parks Canada is proud of its

of protected areas took root in the leadership role in preserving and
Rockies more than a century ago. presenting Canada’s natural and
Today, national parks protect cultural resources. National parks
significant landscapes that represent  and national historic sites offer
Canada’s vastness and diversity. world-class heritage experiences.

National historic sites commemorate
Canada'’s evolution as a country,
past and present. Together, they
are a family of special places which
symbolize the important link between
stewardship of the land and respect
for our human heritage.

You can do your part—by respecting
the land and celebrating our traditions.
It’s up to all of us to make sure our
parks, our waterways, and our past
will always have a future.



A beaver slaps the wa
Startled, you cozy up
dream of adventure. /
reminds you that it's

Welcome to an exciting journey through your choice of

Whether exploring barnyard, battlefield or boreal forest, you

national parks and national historic sites in Saskatchewan. * can write your own future memories. Retrace the route of

Your imagination will be your guide... Mistahimaskwa also known as Big Bear, listen to wolves howl,
find out what stooking is, taste mint along a wild river, rub a

The earth yields tales of lives past, from whiskey cellars to fox buffalo rubbing stone, smell an old leather harness and see the

dens, from riflepits to prairie dog homes. Water washes over forever of a prairie sky.

leaky scows and spawning beds; it carries troops, fuels forts

and gives birth to dragonflies. The air rings with fiddle and song ’
and the chortle of an eagle. Fire re-grows northern forest, rips Go to a P lace you ve never been b ef ore.

through settler homes, warms campers and bakes bannock. All without leaving the province.

o
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PUTTING FEES
TO WORK FOR YOU

When you pay to enter a national unique programs and foster an
park or national historic site, you enriching and informative visit.

are contributing to trails leading to

discovery, forts serving as visual Please contact sites or visit our
reminders, docks launching you website at pc.gc.ca to inquire about

into exploration, picnic sites feeding entry fees and how to purchase
your outdoor cravings and roads your permits for camping, fishing

luring you into the most scenic and other services. Ask about rates
country anywhere. for children, seniors, families and
groups. There are special events
Thank you for helping to improve throughout the season which may
campgrounds, enhance signage, require an admission fee.

restore historic buildings, provide

i Y
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How to contact us

For further information on any of the national parks and national historic
sites, visit the Parks Canada web site www.pc.gc.ca or contact the parks

and sites directly.

Batoche National Historic Site
Box 999

Rosthern SK SOK 3R0

Ph 306.423.6227

Fax 306.423.5400

Email: batoche.info@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/batoche

GPS Location: N52 45.135" W106 07.049'

Fort Battleford National Historic Site
Box 70

Battleford SK SOM 0EO

Ph 306.937.2621

Fax 306.937.3370

Email battleford.info@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/battleford

GPS Location: N52 43.616° W108 17.970’

Fort Walsh & Cypress Hills Massacre
National Historic Sites

Box 278

Maple Creek SK SON 1NO

Ph 306.662.3590 (Victoria Day to Labour Day)
Ph 306.662.2645 (off-season)

Fax 306.662.2711

Email fort.walsh@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/walsh

Motherwell Homestead

National Historic Site

Box 70

Abernethy SK SOA 0A0

Ph 306.333.2116

Fax 306.333.2210

Email motherwell.homestead@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/motherwell

GPS Location: N50 43.052' W103 25.475’

Prince Albert National Park
Box 100

Waskesiu Lake SK S0J 2Y0

Ph 306.663.4522

Fax 306.663.5424

Email panp.info@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/princealbert

Grasslands National Park

Box 150

Val Marie, SK SON 2T0

Ph 306.298.2257

Fax 306.298.2042

Email grasslands.info@pc.gc.ca
Www.pc.gc.ca/grasslands

GPS Location: 13 U 0301177 UTM 5458380
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National Historic Site

GALLOPING THROUGH TIME

The life of the thriving community of Batoche was at stake.

The land shares its secret past: the strain of a fiddle, the creak

of a Red River cart, the peel of a church bell. The Métis soldiers

and troops are gone now but the cemetery and zareba remain.

Listen to the hooves of history galloping through time... sounds

of a turning point in the history of Canada.

NATIONAL TREASURES

The Canadian government, through
land surveys, is making way for new
settlement in the West. Batoche is the
heart and soul of the Métis community.
Tensions are rising as surveyors move
in. It's 1885 and the Métis, led by Louis
Riel and Gabriel Dumont, are facing the
North West Field Force under General

|LTHREITEEER

Middleton. Canada’s growing pains

are evident amid the boom and twang
of rifleshots at the Battle of Batoche.
The Métis struggle for land and recognition
continues as the West expands, the
railway is built and bison herds disappear.
Canada would never be the same.

s

v I
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WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

¢ A fascinating multi-media presentation
takes you right back into the days of the
armed conflict that changed Canada forever!

e Soak up the stories as you tour the
restored church, rectory and battlegrounds.

¢ Imagine the blast of gunfire and shouting
as you visit the remains of the rifle pits and
zareba; a nearby cemetery bears witness to
the struggle.

¢ \What's a zareba? The knowledgeable friendly
staff at the Visitor Reception Centre are
waiting to welcome you and answer
questions while history comes alive with
interpreters in period clothing.

* Drop by the gift shop and take home a
memory.

¢ Exhibits in the Visitor Reception Centre
allow you to discover at your leisure and
explore on your own.

e Step into the home of early Métis home-
steaders, the Carons, and discover daily life.

¢ The story doesn’t end at Batoche — drive
to the nearby original village of Batoche.

GETTING THERE

The site is located 88 km northeast of
Saskatoon. Travel north on Highway 11

to Rosthern. Turn East onto Highway #312,
travel 15 kms, then turn north on Highway #225.

GREAT EXPERIENCES FOR KIDS!

* Dress up in Métis and other
period clothing.

¢ There are special events and
programs waiting for you to
join in!

e Pitch in with chores like
loading a Red River cart.

e This is a big place where you can
run and run. Dig up secrets of the
past. Gophers do it — so can you!

IMPORTANT TIPS

e The site is open from May
to the end of September.

¢ The site covers a large area; plan
to spend about 3 hours.

e \Wear sturdy shoes for extensive
walking or inquire about carts to
facilitate moving around the site.

e Camping is available in the
surrounding area.

¢ Contact the site to inquire about
entry fees and special events.

e Keep pets on a leash, but let your
imagination run wild!

www.pc.gc.ca/batoche
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National Historic Site

WINDS OF CHANGE

Experience the unique smell of cannon fire. The wind

changes direction and you hear muffled shouts. Are you a

North West Mounted Police securing peace, a Cree diplomat

negotiating treaties, or a townsfolk wondering about your

future? There it blasts again. The wind picks up and blows

the smoke into your face. Which way will you go?

NATIONAL TREASURES

Battleford is declared the capital of
the North West Territories in 1876,
while the North West Mounted Police
build a post nearby. For a short time
during the late 1800s Fort Battleford
grew to become the largest North West
Mounted Police post on the Canadian
prairies. In 1885 Pitikwahanapiwiyin
also known as Poundmaker and the
search for Mistahimaskwa otherwise
known as Big Bear symbolize the

challenges facing original inhabitants,
newcomers, and those who come to
establish law and order. During this hub
of activity First Nations try to negotiate
with the government to fulfil treaty
promises, townsfolk try to establish their
newly formed homesteads and the North
West Mounted Police represent the

new western Canada — all bring their
own hopes and fears.
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WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

e Experience the life of a North West
Mounted Police officer as you visit the
Commanding Officer’s residence, Officers’

Quarters, Barracks Five, Sick Horse Stable

and Guard House.
* Have a blast watching the cannon and rifle

demonstrations with costumed interpreters.

¢ Find out what Mistahimaskwa means and
who Pitikwahanapiwiyin was.

* Enjoy a refreshing stroll along the grounds
and check out the archaeological remains
and markers of over thirty buildings.

e Walk through time in Barracks Five. Enter
a cabin, peak into a tipi and watch a visual
presentation.

e The Visitor Reception Centre is a large
modern facility with washrooms, conces-
sion and gift shop. It’s geo-thermal-heated
and solar-powered.

GETTING THERE

The site is located 153 km northwest of
Saskatoon, just off the Yellowhead Highway #16
in the town of Battleford.

GREAT EXPERIENCES FOR KIDS!

 Dress up like a Mountie and
participate in marching drills.

¢ Find objects with a story to tell.
Go on an archaeological dig!

* |nquire about programs for children.

¢ Try your hand at games from
the past.

¢ Ask for your scavenger hunt before
your tour begins.

* Find out how you can go to jail!

IMPORTANT TIPS

¢ The site is open from mid-May
to early September.

¢ [ ocal campground adjacent to
the site.

¢ Plan to spend a minimum of 2-3
hours at the site.

¢ Concession available at the Visitor
Reception Centre.

e Check in with the Visitor Reception
Center before going on site

* Be prepared for a lot of walking

e | imited number of scooters
available to assist with mobility

 Arrive with a hungry mind.

www.pc.gc.ca/battleford - Page 11
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TASTE OF ADVENTURE

The breathtaking beauty of the Cypress Hills echoes with

the stories of whiskey and bravado. Coyotes cry tales of
lonesomeness and quiet valour. Root-a-toot-toot the morning
horn summons you to drill. You joined the North West Mounted
Police for adventure, and now... there’s talk of Custer’s defeat
at the Little Bighorn; the victorious Lakota want to take refuge
in Canada.. What will happen next?

NATIONAL TREASURES

Major James Walsh and Tatanka cry from an earlier attack on Nakoda
lyotanka also known as Sitting Bull, people near Farwell's and Solomon’s
Lakota spiritual leader, ride to meet Trading Posts. Known as the Cypress
each other. Their encounter reflects Hills Massacre of 1873, it was the event

the peaceful co-existence around Fort that hastened the recruitment and
Walsh. Symbolic of the Queen’s law, dispatch of the North West Mounted
the North West Mounted Police, are Police. Now the stamp of Canadian
headquartered there from 1878 — 1882. sovereignty is upon the West.

These harmonious relations are a far
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WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

¢ The Visitor Reception Centre is the place
to start your discovery of one of the most
fascinating chapters in the story of Canada.

e What's “rotgut”? Take a bus tour to the site
of the Cypress Hills Massacre and find out.

e Who are the “Redcoats” and what are they
doing here? Interpreters in period costume
will reveal the answer as you discover life at
Fort Walsh.

« Visit the concession and gift shop in the
Visitor Reception Centre. Wait! Your visit
isn’t over yet — stroll through nearby
cemeteries where brave Mounties and
hardy settlers rest.

* Picnic near Battle Creek, and hike along GREAT EXPERIENCES FOR KIDS!
the tree-lined valley, listening for coyotes e Be a North West Mounted Police
and birds. recruit! Wear a child-sized North

West Mounted Police tunic and
pillbox hat. You'll get to march, go
on scavenger hunts and more!

IMPORTANT TIPS

¢ The site is open from mid-May to
September.

e Plan to spend at least 2-3 hours.

e For entrance fees and special
events please contact the site.

e Camping is available in the

surrounding area. Visit
GETTING THERI www.cypresshills.com
Use Highway 271 during
wet weather.

The site is located 55 km southwest of
Maple Creek, off of Highway 271 near the
West Block of Cypress Hills Provincial Park.

www.pc.gc.ca/walsh - Page 13
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National Historic Site

OASIS OF THE PRAIRIES

Under the coarse mane of the plough horse you feel its warm
flesh. Pigeons coo atop the great barn. The delicate scent of
fresh hay fills your nostrils. You grab a carrot straight out of
the garden, wipe it on your trousers and crunch into its juicy
sweetness. Mmmm...

NATIONAL TREASURES

The full dugout and gardens of Agriculture in Saskatchewan and
Lanark Place are a haven against Canada’s Agriculture Minister. He
the dry winds as they rip across the works to establish the Dominion Rust
prairies. Challenges don't phase Research Laboratory and the College
W.R. Motherwell who has been of Agriculture of Saskatchewan.
lured from Ontario by the promise The “Grand Old Man of Canadian
of free land. He dedicates his life to Agriculture” dies in 1943, but his
the promotion of western agriculture, homestead survives as a tribute to
becoming the first Minister of his tenacity, foresight and creativity.

R L T4
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WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

e Experience life on a farm at the time of
horse power.

e What's all the fuss about? Well if you
have eaten anything today you can thank
farmers like W.R. Motherwell. While
you're at it, enjoy a mouth-watering snack
at the concession.

¢ Explore the huge barn and magnificent
stone house from pre-World War | days!

e Pitch in with farm chores like feeding
chickens, pigs and sheep or maybe milk
a cow.

¢ Relax, and visit with the hired help while
they regale you with stories of days gone by.

¢ Binding, stooking, threshing. What’s that?
Find out during August special events.

¢ Don’t miss the gift shop!

GETTING THERE

The site is located 3 km south of Abernethy
off Highway 22, one hour southwest of
Yorkton and one hour northeast of Regina.

GREAT EXPERIENCES FOR KIDS!

* Have you ever played old-fashioned
games? Here's the place!

¢ Check out the kids corner in the
Visitor Reception Area.

® Pack a picnic or buy one on site —
what part of it came from a farm?

e Pump water, hang laundry, find out
how big the barn is, or learn about
draft horses...

IMPORTANT TIPS

¢ The site is open mid-May to
the first week of September.

e Plan to spend at least 2 hours,
more for special events.

e Services available in surrounding
villages and towns.

e Please contact the site for
information regarding entry
fees and special events.

e Bring your camera! Motherwell
Homestead plus family equals
treasured memories.

e Picnic facilities are available.

www.pc.gc.ca/motherwell - Page 15
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YRT LIVINGSTONE

' National Historic Site

MARCHING WEST

A snake crawls harmlessly over your boot. You jump to attention
off the rock pile and prepare for the tasks ahead: mucking out
the stables, whitening your pith helmet, lowering the Union
Jack, and writing a letter to your folks in Ontario. As you enter
the barn, a button scrapes off your shirt. Without noticing, you
grind it deeper into the soil. It may never be seen again...

WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

e Almost 50 hectares (120 acres) in size, the site encompasses archaeological
remains. These include lost items, discarded materials, fragments of lives, and. ..
perhaps a button or two. ..

* Rocky, bushy, wild land — the isolation hasn't changed much since the
days of the North West Mounted Police post. This place breathes history!

e Be sure to stop in Pelly to explore the Fort Pelly Livingstone Museum.
It features a model of Fort Livingtone and staff who know the area and appreci-
ate its history.
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National Historic Site

FUR TO FLOUR

You rest your eyes on the big bustling building that will turn
your beaver pelts into flour, lard and salt. How much? Changing
seasons mean cycles of birth and death. Will the Hudson Bay
Company be here forever? Time for fur to meet fur buyer.

NATIONAL TREASURES

The Hudson Bay Company is marking  a century as the Company’s headquarters
its territory by building a series of fur in that region, a hub of travel, trade
trading posts in the Assiniboine River ~ and commerce on the prairies. This
area. The last one they build is Fort focal point for the Company is defin-
Pelly in 1856. It is large and boasts ing and shaping the country that will
substantial buildings, and fine horses  become Canada.

and cattle. It will stand for almost half

F W
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WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT! v

e Fort Pelly is a small site (2 hectares or 5 acres) with a big story. Mounds and
depressions mark old chimneys and cellars. Here lived employees of the Hudson
Bay Company who tended gardens, groomed horses, discussed prices, traded
goods, and wondered if their hunters and trappers would remain loyal.

¢ A series of panels on site describes the story of this important fur trading post.

¢ Create future memories by self-directed exploration of Fort Pelly. Look up at the clouds
and imagine you are a hawk following the Swan River. The first thing you see is the Union
Jack fluttering above the chief factor’s residence. Horses and wagons are coming and
going from the stockade. You eye tipis near the poplar bluff where you land. Smoke
rises, a dog barks, and dried venison swings from a rack. ..
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FORT ESPERANC

National Historic Site

FACE TO FACE WITH HISTORY

You're hungry. No, you're downright starvin’. You ride through
the valley, along the river, and stop on a wooded hill. You hitch
up your horse, stride into the fur trading post and come face

to face with dried pounded buffalo muscle filled with fat and
berries. The soft furs and saddle sores can wait.

WHY YOU WILL LOVE IT!

e Visual reminders, such as depressions in the earth, link the inquiring visitor to the
drama of the vanished past. Close your eyes and imagine the fur trading post in its
prime: the banter of bargaining traders, the snort of tired horses, the smell of old
leather, the taste of buffalo pemmican. ..

¢ Come in the fall and bring your camera! An explosion of warm prairie colours
await you.

* Bring a picnic and marvel at the untouched beauty of the Qu'Appelle Valley.

e Qver 25 hectares (60 acres) of the site, depressions mark the higher ground
where the post was moved to in 1816. Below ground are archaeological treasures —
ghosts from another era.
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