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CANADA’S NATIONAL PARKS

It was little more than 80 years ago that workers on the Canadian Pacific
Railway, pushing the ribbons of steel through the majestic Rocky Moun-
tains, located the mineral hot springs that bubbled from the slopes of
Sulphur Mountain. Interest in the commercial possibilities of the springs
and numerous claimsto the rights of discovery resulted in a special inquiry
by acommission.

Back in Ottawa, the legislators of a fledgling 20-year old country were
busy with their own problems, but, not too busy to save this natural wonder
forthe people of Canada by atimely reservation under the Dominion Lands
Actin 1885.

It was this intervention that bore fruit and ripened into one of the most
admired and respected National Parks systems in the world. Starting in
1887 withanareaof 260 square milesat Banff, the National Parks of Canada,
on their 80th anniversary, comprise 19 preserves totalling more than
29,000 square miles, distinctive in the variety of beauty and splendor
Canada offers its own and outside visitors.

Man's inherent desire to return to his natural surroundings; his deep
physical and mental need to be revitalized through communion with nature
have made the National Parks of Canada our most cherished heritage.

LES PARCS NATIONAUX DU CANADA

Ilyaun peuplusde 80ans, les ouvriersemployés alaconstruction du Paci-
figue-Canadien, qui posaient le ruban d’acier au coeur des majestueuses
Rocheuses canadiennes, découvrirent les sources thermales qui jaillis-
saientdespentesdumont Sulphur. Levifintérétque cessourcesontsuscite
enraisonde leurs possibilitéscommerciales et les nombreuses revendica-
tionsdesdroitsacettedécouverte,ontamenélacréationd’'une Commission
d'enquéte pour eétudier la question

A Ottawa, les |égislateurs étaient bien occupés a résoudre maints pro-
blémes qui se posaient a un régime gouvernemental tout nouveau, établi
depuis 20 ans a peine. lls surent néanmoins prendre les dispositions
voulues pour conserver, dans l'intérét des Canadiens, cette magnifique

richesse naturelle; ils instituerent en 1885 une restriction opp« 50US
le regime de |I'Acte des Terres fedérales.
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This pictorial representation of
Canada’s world famous National Parks
is published to commemorate
Canada’s 100th Anniversary which
also occurs on the 80th Anniversary
of the founding of Canada’s National
Parks System.

...and the sun burst upon a globe of
growing, living things—then came
Man, and with him progress, roads of
tar and ribbons of steel. Man, roads
and ribbons came late to Canada
—late enough for pockets of

beauty and splendor to be saved for
those who are yet to come. Known as
National Parks, these photographs
provide a glimpse of our greatest
national heritage.
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Jagged rock and ice-blue glaciers are
everywhere as the visitor passes
through the Columbia Ice Fields,
entrance to Jasper National Park.
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Weep no tears for the sunset at Point
Pelee National Park, for with the

darkening night comes the solitude of
nature, broken only by the sounds of

the abundant waterfowl—live
treasures of the park.




This valley of beauty and blue greets
the visitor to the heart of Canada’s
first National Park at Banff in Alberta.

Cette vallée d'un bleu velouté, d'une
beauté saisissante, accueille le
visiteur au coeur du parc national de
Banff, en Alberta, le premier de nos
parcs nationaux.




The cool, blue waters beckon visitors
through the abstract frame of rock,
typical of the seascape to be found in
Prince Edward Island National Park.




Towering mountain peaks, cool blue
waters, and picturesque pine stands
give peace to the human mind,
enveloping it in a nature-patterned
blanket of tranquility. Jasper National
Park affords visitors many opportuni-
ties to revitalize their physical and
spiritual being.

La majesteé des pics de montagnes,

la fraicheur des flots bleus et la

beauté pittoresque des peuplements
de pins donnent a I'esprit un sentiment
de paix et I'enveloppent d'une
atmosphere de calme qui se dégage
du cadre naturel. Le parc national de
Jasper offre aux visiteurs de
nombreux moyens de refaire leurs
énergies physiques et spirituelles.




Snowy guardians cradle the vivid blue
waters of this lake in Banff National
Park while statuesque pines

salute them.

Tels des gardiens, des pics neigeux
encadrent les eaux bleu clair de ce
lac du parc national de Banff, bordé
de coniféres élancés.




Let loose after a long, cold winter,
these waters of Revelstoke-Glacier
National Park tumble their perennial
course while snowy peaks anxiously
await the opportunity to doff their
winter mantles.







