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Introduction 
The national historic parks and sites 
commemorate people, places and events 
in Canadian history which have been 
declared to be of major national signifi­
cance in the historical development of 
Canada. 

The 56 historic parks and sites de­
scribed on the following pages are places 
where our cultural heritage can be ex­
perienced first-hand. 

From the remains of a Viking 
settlement at L'Anse aux Meadows and 
the inventions of Alexander Graham 
Bell, to the now silent gun batteries of 
Fort Rodd Hill, each of the parks and 
sites listed in this guide tells a rich story 
of Canada's past. 

Interpretive programs with guides, 
diplays and audio-visual presentations, 
offer visitors a better understanding and 
appreciation of Canada's history. In 
parks such as the Fortress of Louisbourg 

and Lower Fort Garry, men, women and 
children dressed in period costume, give 
visitors a glimpse of what life was like 
in another century. 

Many national historic parks and 
sites are open year-round but the major­
ity are only open to visitors during the 
summer season, from mid-spring to early 
fall. Exact opening and closing dates 
and hours of operation can be obtained 
by writing to one of Parks Canada's 
regional offices (see inside cover).' 

The drawings in this guide were drawn for 
Parks Canada by C. William Kettlewell. 
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National Historic Parks and Sites 
of Canada 

1 Fort Rodd Hill 
2 St. Roch 
3 Fort Langley 
4 Fort St. James 
5 Rocky Mountain House 
6 Robert Service Cabin 
7 Yukon Historic Sites 
8 Cypress Hills Massacre 
9 Fort Walsh 

10 Battleford 
11 Batoche 
12 Fort Esperance 
13 Lower Fort Garry 
14 Fort Prince of Wales 
15 York Factory 
16 Fort St. Joseph 
17 Fort Maiden 
18 Woodside 
19 Fort George 
20 Butler's Barracks 
21 Queenston Heights and Brock's 

Monument 
22 Kingston Martello Towers 
23 Bellevue House 
24 Battle of the Windmill 
25 Fort Wellington 
26 The Rideau Canal 
27 Bethune Memorial House 
28 Fort Temiscamingue 
29 Coteau-du-lac 
30 Maison Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
31 FortChambly 
32 Fort Lennox 

33 Les Forges du Saint-Maurice 
34 The Fortifications of Quebec 
35 Artillery Park 
36 Cartier-Brebeuf National Historic 

Park 
37 National Battlefields Park 
38 St. Andrews Blockhouse 
39 Carleton Martello Tower 
40 Fort Beausejour 
41 Fort Amherst 
42 Province House 
43 Fort Edward 
44 Grand Pre 
45 Fort Anne 
46 Port Royal Habitation 
47 Halifax Citadel 
48 Prince of Wales Martello Tower 
49 York Redoubt 
50 Fortress of Louisbourg 
51 Alexander Graham Bell National 

Historic Park 
52 Port au Choix 
53 L'Anse aux Meadows 
54 Signal Hill 
55 Cape Spear Lighthouse 
56 Castle Hill 
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1 Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Park 
Victoria, British Columbia 
Fort Rodd Hill overlooks the entrance 
to Esquimalt Harbour. From 1896 to 
1956 its gun batteries served as part of 
the defence system for the west coast 
of Canada before technical advances 
rendered coastal artillery obsolete. 

Fisgard Lighthouse, located a short 
distance offshore and accessibie by 
a narrow causeway, was the first to be 
erected on Canada's west coast. Built 
in 1859, the lighthouse consists of a 
tower nearly 14 m high and two-storey 
lightkeeper's quarters, unoccupied 
since 1929. 

Since the lighthouse is still opera­
tional, visitors are not permitted inside 
the tower. However, interpretive displays 
and guides recount the history of the 
lighthouse and fort. 

Visitors can walk along a self-
guided tour of Fort Rodd Hill on which 
interpretive signs explain the history 
of coastal defences in the area. Fort Rodd 
Hill is open year-round. 

2 St. Roch National Historic Site 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
The St. Roch, a short, two-masted 
schooner, was described by her skipper 
as "an ugly duckling". However, as an 
arctic supply and patrol vessel for 26 
years, the ship and its crew did much to 
establish Canadian sovereignty in the 
north. She also has the distinction of 
being the first ship to sail the Northwest 
Passage in both directions and to cir­
cumnavigate North America. 

Built in Vancouver in 1928, the 
St. Roch carried out annual patrol and 
supply voyages in the western arctic for 
two decades. Her sturdy hull was built 
of thick Douglas fir, reinforced with 
heavy beams. An outer sheath of Austra­
lian "iron bark" added the finishing 
touch and helped to protect the ship 
from dangerous ice floes. 

On the first voyage through the 
Northwest Passage, the ship left Van­
couver in June, 1940, on what was to 
be an almost 28-month journey. Twice 
trapped by ice, the St. Roch did not 
reach Halifax until October, 1942. The 
return trip took only 86 days. 

In 1950 when the ship was trans­
ferred to Halifax, the voyage was made 
through the Panama Canal, making it the 
first vessel to sail completely around 
North America. The St. Roch was retired 
four years later and was put on display 
in drydock at the Vancouver Maritime 
Museum in 1958. The ship was declared 
a National Historic Site in 1962 and 
was restored by Parks Canada. 

The St. Roch is now located in the 
Vancouver Maritime Museum where 
audio-visual presentations and guides 
describe the vessel's illustrious past. 

St. Roch 
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3 Fort Langley National Historic Park 
Forf Langley, British Columbia 
40 km southeast of Vancouver 
Built along the mighty Fraser River by 
the Hudson's Bay Company, Fort Lan­
gley played a major role in the develop­
ment of what is now the province of 
British Columbia. 

The fort was first constructed four 
kilometres downriver in 1827 and was 
moved to its present location in 1839. It 
burned shortly afterward and was rebuilt 
the following year. 

Fort Langley prospered in the 
1850's, when it pioneered an all-British 
route to the interior becoming the sup­
ply depot for inland posts. When gold 
was discovered on the Fraser River, the 
fort serviced prospectors who poured 
into the area. 

Part of the fort has been recon­
structed to its appearance in the 1850's, 
including the wooden palisade sur­
rounding the fort, one of the covered 
bastions and some of the buildings. The 
reconstructed officer's quarters, re­
ferred to as the Big House, has period 
furnishings on the ground floor and 
an exhibit on the upper level. 

Blacksmiths and carpenters once 
worked in the artisans' building where 
the visitor can see how barrels were 
made for packing salmon. Furs, trade 
goods and provisions can be found in 
the store building. 

Fort Langley is open year-round. 
An admission fee is charged. 

4 Fort St. James National Historic Park 
161 km northwest of Prince George, 
British Columbia 
Fort St. James was established in 1806 
by Simon Fraser for the North West 
Company. It continued to serve as the 
headquarters in the New Caledonia 
District, now central British Columbia, 
when the North West and Hudson's Bay 
companies amalgamated in 1821. 

As the chief post in the New Ca­
ledonia District, Fort St. James con­
ducted its own fur trade and also 
collected furs from throughout the ter­
ritory and shipped them out by the 
Fraser River. Life in the remote region 
was marked by hard work and a mono­
tonous diet of dried salmon. 

Five buildings, all dating from 
1884-89, are still standing. These log 
and Red River frame structures are the 
general warehouse, fish cache, men's 
house, dwelling house and dairy. Among 
the reconstructed features are several 
buildings, the wharf and track used to 
haul cargo from the schooners to the 
warehouse, fences that criss-crossed 
through the site and the boardwalks that 
linked the buildings. 

Fort Langley 
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In addition to the period exhibits 
located in the buildings there are dis­
plays and audio-visual presentations in 
a modern interpretation centre. 

Fort St. James is open year-round. 

5 Rocky Mountain House 
National Historic Park 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
200 km southwest of Edmonton 
On the banks of the North Saskatchewan 
River within sight of the Rocky Moun­
tains, the North West and Hudson's Bay 
companies maintained a series of fur 
trading posts between 1799 and 1875. 
All that remain are fragile archaeological 
fragments and two reconstructed stone 
chimneys from the final post erected in 
1865-68. 

The rival companies intended to 
attract the Kootenay Indians from the 
mountains, while the North West Com­
pany also planned to use its post as a 
base of exploration for a practical route 
to the Pacific. The Kootenay trade did 
not materialize, but David Thompson 
successfully crossed the Rockies from 
the North West Company post. Following 
the 1821 merger of the two companies, 
the revitalized Hudson's Bay Company 
retained a post there to obtain the trade 
of the Blackfoot, Peigan and other north­
ern Plains Indians. 

Replicas of a York Boat and Red 
River Cart display the principal modes 
of transportation used by the traders to 
carry furs, provisions and trade goods. 
Exhibits and audio-visual programs in a 
trailer tell the history of Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Rocky Mountain House is open 
from the first Sunday in May to Labour 
Day. 

6 Robert Service Cabin 
Dawson City, Yukon Territory 
Although Robert Service did not per­
sonally experience the Klondike Gold 
Rush, his poetry has kept alive the spirit 
of those wild, adventurous days at the 
turn of the century. 

Born in England, Robert Service 
emigrated to Canada in 1896. After work­
ing at various jobs along the west coast, 
he was hired as a clerk by the Bank of 
Commerce in Vancouver. In 1904 he was 
transferred to the Commerce bank at 
Whitehorse in the Yukon. Inspired by 
the North and its people, he began 
writing poetry. 

By the time he was relocated to 
Dawson in 1908, Service had success­
fully published a collection of poems. 
He lived in Dawson from 1908 to 1912 
working as a banker for a year and a 
half before devoting himself full-time 
to writing. Service lived and wrote in a 
small two-room log cabin set on a moun­
tain slope overlooking the Yukon River 
valley. 

Rocky Mountain House 
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Robert Service left Dawson in 1912 
to become a war correspondent in the 
Balkan Wars. Most of his later life was 
spent in Europe and he died in France 
in 1958 at the age of 84. 

The cabin where he lived has been 
restored to the period of his occupancy. 
Moose antlers are mounted on the porch 
roof while inside both the sitting room 
and bedroom are simply but comfortably 
furnished. An animation program 
features regular reading of Service's 
poetry. 

7 Yukon Historic Sites 
Yukon Territory 
In August 1896, gold was discovered in 
Rabbit Creek (now Bonanza Creek) 
which flows into the Klondike River. 
Prospectors and miners poured into the 
Klondike and, for a brief time, transformed 
the once quiet area into one of the busi­
est and noisiest places in the world. This 
colourful chapter in Canadian history 
is recalled in the several Yukon historic 
sites, most of which are located in Daw­
son City. 

During the summer of 1898, the 
city and gold sites had more than 30 000 
residents. Dawson quickly became the 
service, supply and entertainment centre 
for the mining area. However, of those 
who came to the gold fields, few 
achieved great wealth. Within a few 
years the rush had eased and Dawson's 
population declined as rapidly as it had 
risen. 

Nearly 550 km south of Dawson, an 
international historic park traces the 
trail of 1898. In Canada it will include 
the Chilkoot Trail and the remains of 
the camp at Lake Bennett. Signs mark 
significant points along the way. 

In Dawson City the Palace Grand 
Theatre has been reconstructed, and 
the post office, the cabin of poet Robert 
Service and the stemwheeler S.S. Keno, 
have all been restored. In addition to 
tours of the sites, the Klondike Visitors' 
Association sponsors special programs. 
One of these is the "Gaslight Follies" a 
nightly live theatre presentation at the 
Palace Grand. 

In Whitehorse, the stern-wheeler 
S.S. Klondike has been declared a na­
tional historic site to commemorate the 
importance of river transportation in the 
Canadian north. 

Dawson City Batoche 
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8 Cypress Hills Massacre 
Maple Creek, Saskatchewan 
171 km southwest of Swift Current 
In the spring of 1873, the blood of Indian 
men, women and children ran in the 
valley of Battle Creek in the Cypress 
Hills, when an Assiniboine camp was 
attacked. 

A group of wolf hunters were on 
their way home to Montana when about 
40 of their horses were stolen by a band 
of Crees. The enraged men pursued the 
thieves but lost their trail in the Cypress 
Hills. Scouts sent ahead to the Indian 
camp located near Farwell's Trading 
Post, found no trace of the stolen horses 
and the party decided to camp near the 
post. 

When another horse was reported 
missing the next day, the hunters, sur­
mising it had been stolen, set out to 
confront the Indians and retrieve the 
horse. Firing broke out and in the ensu­
ing battle about 20 Indians were killed. 
What remained of the camp after the 
survivors had fled was put to the torch. 

Attempts by American and Cana­
dian authorities to bring the participants 
in the massacre to justice were thwarted 
by conflicting testimonies of witnesses. 
Those finally tried for murder were 
acquitted. 

Although the actual site of the 
massacre is closed to visitors, guides 
in period costume conduct tours of Far-
well's Trading Post which was recon­
structed in 1967. A three-kilometre trail 
along the ridge top overlooking Battle 
Creek leads to Fort Walsh National His­
toric Park. 

9 Fort Walsh National Historic Park 
Maple Creek, Saskatchewan 
171 km southwest of Swift Current 
In the summer of 1875, " B " Division of 
the North-West Mounted Police under 
the command of Superintendent James 
M. Walsh, built a fort in the Cypress Hills. 
The setting was a broad valley on the 
banks of Battle Creek about three kilo­
metres above the site of the Cypress 
Hills Massacre, where approximately 20 
Assiniboine Indians were killed by a 
group of whites in 1873. 

The fort was built in the hills to 
suppress the whisky trade and to estab­
lish contact with the Indians of the area. 

The mounted police successfully 
negotiated the return to the United 
States of Sitting Bull and the Sioux who 
had taken refuge in Canada after the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn. In 1883 
when most of the Plains Indians had 
settled on reserves, the post was aban­
doned. 

More than half a century later, in 
1942, the R.C.M.P. established a horse 
ranch on the site of Fort Walsh and ranch 
buildings were constructed in the style 
of the original fort. In 1967 Farwell's 
and Solomon's trading posts were recon­
structed near the site of the Cypress 
Hills massacre as part of the R.C.M.P. 
centennial celebrations. 
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Visitors are given guided tours of 
the fort's buildings, the Fort Walsh town-
site and the two cemeteries. A recently-
constructed visitor reception centre in­
troduces the park and its history through 
exhibits and audio-visual presentations. 

10 Battleford National Historic Park 
Battleford, Saskatchewan 
153 km northwest of Saskatoon 
In the last quarter of the 19th century, 
law and order in the west was the re­
sponsibility of the North-West Mounted 
Police. A number of posts were erected 
in the territories including the one con­
structed at Battleford in 1876 which 
served as a divisional headquarters for 
the Saskatchewan District. 

When native discontent broke into 
rebellion in the spring of 1885, a police 
detachment left Battleford to reinforce 
Fort Carleton against possible attack. 
Fearing an Indian attack, the towns­
people of Battleford sought refuge in the 
police post. However the anticipated 
attack never came. 

The rebellion was suppressed by 
Canadian troops led by Major-General 
Middleton. A number of Indians were 
tried at Battleford and eight were 
hanged. With peace restored, the police 
returned to their normal duties such as 
renovating buildings at the post. The 
post was finally abandoned in 1924. 

Displays are located in the officers' 
quarters and in Barracks Five. Exhibits 
of particular interest are an 1876 Gatling 
gun, police uniforms and artifacts of 
the Plains Indian culture. 

11 Batoche National Historic Site 
Batoche, Saskatchewan 
88 km northeast of Saskatoon 
The small village of Batoche served as 
the headquarters for the Metis during 
the Northwest Rebellion of 1885 and was 
the scene of the last battle of that up­
rising. 

Long-suffering frustration and 
discontent over land claims led to the 
Metis uprising in Saskatchewan. In 1869 
Louis Riel had led the Metis in the for­
mation of a provisional government at 
Red River which resulted in the Cana­
dian Government's partial recognition of 
the Metis land claims. Sixteen years 
later, similar cirmumstances arose on 
the Saskatchewan River where armed 
resistance led to bloodshed. 

Battleford 
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The first major encounter came on 
March 26,1885 when Metis clashed with 
a company of North-West Mounted 
Police at Duck Lake. Twelve policemen 
died in a bloody skirmish. The Canadian 
Government sent an army to quell the 
uprising. Soldiers led by Major-General 
Middleton were engaged by a party of 
Metis and Indians at Fish Creek and 
suffered severe casualties in the en­
counter. 

The climax came at Batoche where 
an assault by the army lasting four days 
succeeded in ending the rebellion. Louis 
Riel, captured on May 15, was tried and 
found guilty of treason and was hanged 
at the Mounted Police barracks in Re-
gina on November 16,1885. 

Today, little remains of the original 
settlement of Batoche. A segment of the 
trenches used by Middleton's army along 
with the Rectory, which houses a small 
historical museum, and the parish 
church of St. Antoine de Padoue, have 
been preserved. 

12 Fort Esperance National Historic Site 
222 km east of Regina, Saskatchewan 
Fort Esperance was one of the North 
West Company's most important provi­
sion posts in the Assiniboine River dis­
trict. Metis and Plains Indians regularly 
supplied the North West Company with 
bison hides and with meat, from which 
was made pemmican, a mixture of dried 
meat and melted fat that served as a 
staple for European fur traders on trips 
to the more northerly posts. 

The first Fort Esperance was used 
from 1787 to 1810. Rivalry with the Hud­
son's Bay Company twice forced reloca­
tions along the Qu'Appelle River before 
a post was again built at this location 
in 1816. It too was abandoned in 1819. 

Fort Esperance National Historic 
Site preserves the remains of the first 
fort, situated beside the river, as well 
as the last fort which was built on a small 
rise higher up the bank. Although a few 
depressions indicate the presence of 
cellars, most of the early site is now a 
ploughed field. Of the upper post, re­
mains of fireplaces and cellars are 
clearly visible, while a depression marks 
the location of a stockade. 

Both posts are commemorated by 
a symbolic monument that displays a 
bronze bison head and a bronze beaver 
hide, marked with pictographs. 

Fort Esperance National Historic 
Site is open year-round. 

Lower Fort Garry 
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13 Lower Fort Garry 
National Historic Park 
30 km north of Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Lower Fort Garry was originally built by 
the Hudson's Bay Company after Fort 
Garry was ruined by flooding in 1826. 
It served as a trans-shipment and provi­
sioning post and became the most suc­
cessful agricultural venture in what was 
then called Rupert's Land. 

Military detachments were sta­
tioned here between 1846 and 1848 and 
again in 1870 after the Red River upris­
ing, but the fort was never attacked. 
The first Canadian-Indian treaty was 
signed here in 1871. 

Lower Fort Garry was also used as 
the first headquarters for the North West 
Mounted Police, a penitentiary, a "luna­
tic asylum" and finally as a golf and 
country club until 1963. 

The fort has been restored and its 
buildings refurnished in the style of the 
mid-19th century. Its grey limestone 
walls with round corner bastions enclose 
a number of stone and timber structures. 
Outstanding among them is the Big 
House, furnished as in the 1850's when 
the Company's Associate Governor lived 
there. Other buildings are a black­
smith's shop, warehouse, men's house, 
doctor's office, fur-loft/sales shop build­
ing and engineer's cottage. 

Exhibits include a Red River cart, 
a York boat, a fur display and one of the 
oldest surviving Red River frame build­
ings in Western Canada. 

A new visitor reception centre 
containing displays and audio-visual 
shows will soon be opened. A museum 
is located in a replica of the retail store. 
During the summer, men and women 
dressed in period costume re-enact daily 
life at the fort. 

Lower Fort Garry is open from 
May 10 until Thanksgiving Day. 

An admission fee is charged. 

14 Fort Prince of Wales 
National Historic Park 
Churchill, Manitoba 
Located at the mouth of the Churchill 
River, this great stone fort was built by 
the Hudson's Bay Company in the 18th 
century to protect its fur-trading in­
terests in the far north. 

Although construction began in 
1731, the fort was not completed until 
1771. Two years later, Samuel Hearne, 
an employee of the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany, set out from Fort Prince of Wales 
on his overland expedition to the Arctic 
Ocean. 

In spite of its formidable appear­
ance the fort was never manned or 
armed for serious warfare. In 1782, when 
three French warships appeared in the 
Bay, Hearne, then governor of the fort, 
immediately surrendered the under-
garrisoned post. The French tried to 
blow up the fort but were unsuccessful. 
The fort was never re-occupied. 
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The walls of the restored fort, 
measuring 9 to 12 m thick at the base 
and 6 m high, connect four bastions. A 
number of cannons standing on the 
raised gun gallery and the shells of 
several structures, including a barracks, 
stores building and governor's quarters, 
greet visitors to the site. 

Fort Prince of Wales is accessible 
by boat or in the winter by snowmobile 
from the nearby town of Churchill. Boat 
trips to the fort can be arranged at the 
tourist reception centre in Churchill. 

15 York Factory National Historic Park 
Churchill, Manitoba 
When York Factory closed its doors as a 
trading post in 1957, it signalled the end 
of an era. For much of its 275 year his­
tory, the fort, located on the shore of 
Hudson's Bay at the mouth of the Hayes 
River, served as one of the most impor­
tant fur-trade supply centres in North 
America. 

The Hudson's Bay Company first 
established a post here in 1682. Wars 
with France and the ravages of nature 
led to frequent rebuilding and relocation 
of the post. It was built finally on the 
present site in 1788. 

After the merger of the Hudson's 
Bay and North West companies in 1821, 
York Factory replaced Montreal as the 
major shipment depot for North Amer­
ican furs heading to England. Increased 
business and periodic flooding forced 
the construction of new buildings, in­
cluding the existing depot, built in the 
1830's. By the end of the 19th century 
the post's importance had declined and 
the buildings either deteriorated or were 
torn down, except for the depot building. 

York Factory's central feature is 
the depot building. Exhibits of artifacts 
are to be found on the main floor and 
displays of the fort and a photo exhibit 
are located on the upper floor. 

Due to its inaccessibility, York 
Factory is visited mainly by those who 
fly in on charter aircraft or who travel 
by canoe. Guides are present during 
the summer to interpret the park's his­
tory for visitors. 

Bellevue House 
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