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PART II 

DOMINION PARKS 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER, J, B. HARK.IN 

In reviewing the work carried on in connection with the Dominion Parks during 
the past fiscal year it is gratifying to note that in spite of unfavourable economic 
conditions, which necessitated expenditure on development and publicity being reduced 
to the lowest possible amounts, the national parks have had one of the most successful 
years in their history. The steady increase in travel, not only to such famous resorts as 
Banff, Lake Louise and Glacier, but to the smaller and less widely known parks as well, 
is an indication that the parks are fulfilling the purpose for which they were created 
and that they are rendering a service to the Canadian people truly national in scope. 
Waterton Lakes park, in southern Alberta, though small in area compared with some 
of the other parks, had nearly 14,000 visitors, an increase of several thousand over 
any previous year. This park can be reached only by motor. An analysis of the 
registrations shows that while the hulk of its traffic was drawn from Alberta a largo 
number of visitors came from the other provinces and from the United States and 
other foreign countries as well. A similar increase was shown at the Wainwright 
and Elk Island buffalo parks and also at Toho and Glacier and Point Pelee, while the 
parks among the Thousand Islands were crowded with visitors, picnickers and campers 
practically every day during the season. 

The largest percentage of foreign travel went, as usual, to the great restorts in the 
Eockies. At these places the volume of travel was so great that it was difficult at 
times to supply adequate accommodation and during the height of the season the 
facilities of both railways and hotels were severely taxed. Plans were made some 
time ago for increased hotel accommodation at several of these points but owing to 
the unsettled labour conditions they are being held in abeyance. The following 
statement based upon hotel registrations and a careful estimate made by the officers 
in charge of the parks shows the volume of travel during the past year:— 

Rooky Mountains pa rk . . 78,882 
Toko park 2,500 
Glacier park 3,779 
Mount Revelatoke park (estimated) ' 4,000 
Waterton Lakes park 13,750 
Jasper park 10,000 
Buffalo park 7,500 
Elk Island park 4,300 
Point Pelee park (estimated) 6.000 
St. Lawrence Islands (estimated) ' 20,000 

160,711 

An analysis of this traffic reveals that from 50 to 60 per cent of the travel to the 
resorts of the Eockies is from foreign countries. In the smaller and less widely 
known parks the patronage is more largely local. The total number of foreign visitors 
to the parks in the Eockies last year was approximately 60,000. Allowing an average 
expenditure of $300 for each foreign visitor, this travel represents an indirect revenue 
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to the country of $15,000,000. Capitalized on a basis of a five per cent dividend it 
means that the mountain parks alone are worth $300,000,000 to the people of Canada. 
This does not take into account the money the parks keep at home by providing 
Canadians with unequalled recreation and pleasure grounds or the direct revenue 
derived from park licenses, sale of privileges, timber, etc., which last year amounted to 
over $81,000. The total appropriations for all the parks last year were approximately 
$720,000; that is, the cost of maintenance and development for all the parks was less 
than one-quarter of one per cent of the capitalized value of the foreign tourist traffic 
mentioned above. I t must be remembered, too, that a considerable part of this appro­
priation was spent on new road construction forming an investment on capital account 
which will bring in its own revenue in the near future. The total expenditures for 
national parks since 1896 have been a little over $5,000,000; that is, the whole cost 
of maintenance and development of the national parks during the past 25 years has 
been a little more than one-third of the foreign revenue which the mountain parks 
brought into the country last year. 

TOURIST TRAVEL IN CANADA 

A noticeable feature with regard to tourist traffic generally has been the tide of 
travel turning toward Canada in the past two years. This is probably the result of 
the greater advertising being done by Canadians and partly the result of conditions 
arising out of the war. Whatever the cause, it is evident that Canada is being 
discovered as a playground. Practically every province reported the heaviest travel 
in its history last year. British Columbia, according to figures compiled by Eeginald 
Davidson, Publicity Commissioner for Vancouver, derived a revenue of $20,000,000 
from this source, one-third of which came to Vancouver. Tourist travel to Montreal 
in 1919 was estimated at $4,000,000, and last year's business, as about one-third 
greater. The St. Lawrence resorts and the Muskoka and Georgian Bay districts 
and the Maritime Provinces all had a record year. The value of motor travel alone 
from other countries into Canada was probably $20,000,000. According to figures 
furnished by the Department of Customs over 93,300 cars entered Canada during the 
calendar year 1920. Of these 1,800 registered for more than one month and 91,500 
for a shorter period. Allowing an average expenditure of $15 per day, including 
gasolene and garage charges, for the first class of car and an average length of stay 
of thirty days, this traffic amounted to $810,000 while the second class of car, on a basis 
of an estimated expenditure of $25 per day for seven days, was worth $16,000,000, 
or $16,810,000 in all. That is, the motor highways of Canada brought in last year 
a foreign revenue equal to the above sum. Estimated on the basis of a five per cent 
dividend, Canadian roads were, therefore, worth $340,000,000 to the country without 
taking into account the service they rendered Canadians themselves. While no 
definite figures have been compiled I believe that the total value of tourist traffic into 
Canada last year would be not less than $75,000,000. 

And Canada's resources in this respect have only begun to be developed. In her 
climate, her virgin forests, her big game and fishing, her picturesque Indian and 
French Canadian traditions, her great hinterland of wilderness, she possesses a wealth 
of natural attractions capable of practically unlimited development. But it must be 
remembered that tourist traffic is largely a matter of stimulus and at the present time 
Canada is competing with many other countries which are putting forth highly organ­
ized efforts to attract and take care of this traffic. The European nations are making 
strenuous efforts to regain their pre-war revenues. The French Bureau of Touring 
is carrying on a very active propaganda. Switzerland and Italy are making special 
efforts to re-attract their former patronage. Belgium since the war has spent 
16,000,000 francs in rebuilding her roads so as to fit them for motor travel. The 
Automobile Association of Great Britain is making arrangements for the reception 
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of foreign motorists on an organized scale as yet unknown in this country. In the 
United States the "See America First" and the National Parks movements, backed by 
the almost universal support of the press and practically every public spirited organ­
ization in the country, have been engaging in an active propaganda encouraging 
Americans to keep their travel money at home. The value of their national parks 
as a means of attracting tourist traffic is widely recognized. The Director of the 
United States National Parks Service say in his last report-.'— 

"Beyond the Mississippi the fact that the parks are the great lodestones 
of the West has been fully acknowledged. They attract visitors as do nothing 
else. People of all classes and means arrive. Every visitor is a potential 
settler, a possible investor. Were each visitor to spend an average of $100 
on his tour, and this figure I feel confident is considerably below the average, 
it means $100,000,000 left on these park trips alone—not within the parks solely 
but along the whole route of travel, left in this country for the development 
of our industries and resources rather than to accrue to the benefit of foreign 
countries." 

Travel to the United States parks has increased from 356,097 in 1916 to 1,058,455 
in 1920. On the same basis of value as given by the Director of the National Parks 
Service above, this means that travel to the United States parks was worth $65,000,000 
more in 1920 than in 1916; that is, the parks have increased their national value to 
the country to that extent. This is largely due to the widespread support of the parks 
movement in the United States. I t constitutes the best argument that can be made in 
favour of an active policy of publicity and development in connection with the Canadian 
national parks and scenic resources generally. I t shows not only what could be accom­
plished in Canada, but the competition Canada must meet, if she is to develop her own 
industry to achieve similar satisfactory results. 

MOTOR TRAVEL 

An analysis of the travel to the United States parks indicates that tourists coming 
by private automobile represent 65 per cent of the park visitors. This is largely due 
to the fact that the principal parks are all accessible by good motor roads and the 
majority linked up by their magnificent park-to-park system. As soon as the Canadian 
Transmontane highway is completed I look forward to the same increase of travel 
to the Canadian parks. Everything seems to point to the motor as the great factor 
in transportation for the next twenty years. A comparison of railroad mileage with 
highway mileage in the United States shows that the latter is ten times greater than' 
the former. There are at the present time 2,478,552 miles of highways and 253,626 
miles of railways in the United States. Registrations in January, 1920, showed that 
there were over 6,000,000 cars in the country or approximately one to every seventeen of 
the population. I t is to the motor that we must look for the greatest development in so 
far as tourist travel is concerned and this consideration has a definite bearing on the 
development of park policy. I t means that the construction of good roads within 
and linking up with the parks and the great highways of the country becomes of 
paramount importance and it also means the provision of campsites and other con­
veniences suited to this form of travel. 

MOTOR HIGHWAYS 

With this in view construction- work in the Canadian parks for several years 
paBt has been centred on the development of our road system, the most important 
feature of which at the present time is the construction of the road from the Vermilion 
summit to the Columbia valley. As has been pointed out before this road is the last 
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link necessary to open up the Eockies to through travel from both east and west. I t 
will link up the Canadian parks with the United States park-to-park highway system 
and allow the motorist to go from Banff to California by a direct route via the most 
remarkable scenery on the continent. Work on parts of this section is very heavy 
owing to the extensive rock cutting involved. Much of it is solid rock excavation 
with cuts ranging from 20 to 60 feet. The long distance from a base of supplies also 
adds to the difficulties of the work and these have been increased by the labour strin­
gency, but, considering the difficulties, good progress has been made. Contract for three 
miles of road on the western end through the narrow Sinclair valley, which had been 
constructed by the British Columbia Government some years ago but which had been 
washed out, was let in August, 1919, and the work concluded in 1920, including four 
truss bridges. The completion of this section opens up 8J miles of splendid scenery 
and makes the summit of Sinclair pass accessible to motor traffic. The scenic beauties 
of this district will make this one of the most attractive sections of the route. Among 
the interesting features are the wonderful upper Sinclair canyon, lake Olive and what 
is known as Eed Bluff. One mile west of Sinclair summit there is also a viewpoint 
from which a magnificent panorama of the Kootenay valley can be obtained. 

On the west end of the road grading work was also carried on by day labour from 
the end of the above section under contract to mile 13 from the Columbia valley road. 
During the winter months, clearing the right of way was undertaken at the west end 
of the road, and by March 31, 12 miles of the Kootenay section had been cleared. At 
the east end of the Banff-Windermere road, on what is known as the Vermilion 
section, 5 miles of new road were opened up during the summer months. The grading 
work at this end was very heavy and, owing to a lack of labour, progress was retarded. 
Clearing work was also undertaken on the Vermilion section during the winter months 
and on March 31 some nine miles had been completed. 

Two truss bridges were constructed on this section during the winter, the larger 
over the Kootenay river at Kootenay crossing consisting of a 70-foot round timber 
truss. A 40-foot round timber truss was also constructed at Hawk creek and a good 
start made on a 140-foot bridge over the Vermilion river. 

CASTLE-LAGGAN ROAD 

The final 10i miles of this important highway were completed at the close of the 
season and the road will be thrown open for traffic during the early part of the 
1921 season. The completion of this highway has been anxiously awaited by eastern 
motorists. It opens up the beautiful Lake Louise and Moraine lake districts and 
gives access to Paradise and Consolation valleys, two of the loveliest valleys in the 
mountains, the latter of which affords good fishing in its lakes. The distance from 
Calgary to Lake Louise is about 110 miles and the trip can he easily made in 
seven hours. This makes it a week-end possibility from Calgary and other points in 
Alberta and a very heavy travel may, therefore, be looked for over this road in 
the near future. 

MOUNT EEVELSTOKE MOTOR ROAD 

In Mount Eevelstoke National park the construction of the Mount Kevelstoke 
motor road was continued under contract under the supervision of the parks highway 
engineering division. Owing to a very late season and to a wet fall in this locality, 
less than two months of favourable weather was experienced and the work called for 
by the contract was not completed. It i3 expected that the remaining 1J miles of 
work embraced by the contract will be completed in the season of 1921. The objective 
of the road is the summit of Mount Eevelstoke where there are many hundred acres 
of open park-like country. The total length will be in the neighbourhood of 18 
miles, of which 12\ miles have already been constructed. 
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BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION 

Two large and important bridges were constructed under the supervision of the 
parks highway engineering division during the past year. One of these was a 290-foot 
wooden truss bridge over the Kickinghorse river at Field, Yoho park, to replace the 
old wooden bridge which had become dangerous to traffic. This bridge consisted of 
three spans and was constructed with a curved upper chord which adds much to its 
appearance. The total cost was $13,500. 

In Jasper park a new steel bridge of 150-foot span was erected over the Atha-
baska river at a total cost of approximately $21,000. The concrete piers and the 
approach work were completed by day labour while the steel work was let out by con­
tract. This bridge is to replace the old bridge over the Athabaska river on the road to 
Maligne canyon, which was in a very bad condition. 

In addition to the above contract work several miscellaneous surveys were 
carried out by. the engineering division, the most important of these being the recon­
naissance survey of a motor road between Field and Golden. Some six miles of the 
road west of Field are already constructed and the reconnaissance made covered . 
particularly that section between Leanchoil and Golden. This portion of the road 
follows through the famous Kickinghorse canyon and will necessarily be very high 
in cost. If constructed, however, it would be one of the most spectacular roads from 
a scenic standpoint in the Canadian West. 

PROTECTION OP ANIMAL LIFE IN THE PARKS 

It may be of interest to note that the extension of our roads and trails system 
has an important bearing upon the question of game protection. According to 
reports received from the warden staff as soon as a road or trail is constructed into 
a new district the wild animals make use of it to come into the parks. Following 
the construction of the Transmontane highway over the Vermilion summit numbers 
of sheep and goat have been observed entering Rocky Mountains park via this road­
way and it is noticed that all game in that part of the park has noticeably increased. 

Yoho Park made Sanctuary.—The results of absolute protection have again been 
demonstrated in Toho park where, owing to the agreement completed with the province 
of British Columbia, the parks' game regulations have been in force since January, 
1920. Reports from the officers in charge of this park state that almost immediately 
an increase in many forms of wild life was noticeable. Bear, moose and deer roam the 
park at will and seem to know that no harm will befall them, while goat, grouse, 
ptarmigan and beaver are rapidly becoming more numerous. 

Increase in Other Parks.—A similar steady increase is reported from the other 
parks. Sheep are to be seen almost constantly on Sofa mountain near the townsite 
of Waterton Park and beaver are becoming very numerous. In Jasper park, in addi­
tion to the continued increase in big game, the superintendent reports that valuable 
fur bearing animals such as beaver, fisher, marten and mink are evidently greatly on 
the increase. 

Elk.—The elk, or wapiti, procured from the Yellowstone National park, Wyoming, 
and liberated in Rocky Mountains and Jasper parks have done well. The chief 
game warden of the former park reports that all the animals seen are in fine condi­
tion and that there is a large percentage of young in the herd. The chief game 
warden of Jasper park reports a similar increase and states that no dead have been 
found Bince June 1, 1920, indicating that, except for the few which were injured 
in shipment, the herd has adapted itself to its new environment and is now in a 
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thriving condition. There is, therefore, good reason to believe that the areas within 
the parks suited to elk will again soon become stocked with these magnificent mem­
bers of the deer family. 

Antelope.—The antelope herd in the fenced enclosure at Nemiskam, Alta., con­
tinues to thrive, and the caretaker reports that a number of fawns were noticed among 
the herd this spring. Only one dead was found during the year. This was a young 
buck, thought to have been killed while fighting. While it has been impossible to 
secure an accurate count of the number, it is believed that there are upwards of 100 
now in reserve, an increase of over 60 since the herd was enclosed. 

So far as is known this is the most successful experiment yet made in breeding 
antelope in captivity, and the satisfactory results attained lead to the consideration 
whether the policy should not be further extended. According to reliable reports there 
are no antelope left in Manitoba today. In Saskatchewan they are fast disappearing. 
One of the last large herds in Canada, and in fact on the continent, is to be found 
in Albert, in the "bad lands," within a radius of about 30 miles from the town of 
Brooks. Recent reports indicate that there are probably 300 antelope scattered among 
the sand hills in this locality. The land is said to be absolutely worthless for agricul­
tural purposes and cannot be irrigated. I t consists of a succession of sand hills run­
ning back into deep coulees, which afford the antelope good shelter in storms. The 
creation of another reserve in this section would not be a difficult matter and it is, 
I believe, the only means of saving this last herd from extinction. Judging from the 
rapid disappearance of the antelope in Western Canada during the past fifteen years, 
there will not be a single wild antelope left in Canada in a very few years. If this 
interesting native animal is to be preserved for posterity, action will heed to be 
taken at once. 

Buffalo.—At the close of the fiscal year the Government buffalo herds number 
5,152 in Buffalo park, Wainwright, Alta., and 230 in the Elk Island park, Lamont, 
Alta., with 11 in the Buffalo exhibition herd at Banff, or a total of 5,393 in all. The 
proportion between the sexes is now about even, which means that there are about 
1,000 more males in the herd than are required to maintain it in its best condition. 
The question of the best disposal of the surplus animals has been under the considera­
tion of the department, and it has been decided during the coming winter to slaughter 
about 1,000 males and to dispose of the meat, heads, and hides. Buffalo, meat is as 
tender and palatable as the best beef and a market should be readily found for it. A 
very considerable revenue should also be secured from the sale of the heads and hides. 
During the past season the question of corrals, sorting pens, and receiving pastures 
necessary in connection with the scheme ha3 been carefully gone into and provision 
has been made in the estimates for the work being undertaken during the coming 
year, including the construction of a building for storing and handling the meat 
during the winter months. 

If the herd continues to thrive as it has done in the past, it is believed that the 
department will have 1,000 surplus buffalo to dispose of every two or three years and 
I think we may confidently look forward to securing a revenue which will in a few 
years have paid for the total expenditure on the buffalo, including purchase, fencing 
of park and maintenance, while still maintaining the herd at about 6,000 head. The 
future revenue from these, deducting the cost of maintenance, will then be clear 
gain. 

PARK FARMS 

The policy of the growing of feed within the parks for park animals continues 
to justify itself and is the means of a considerable annual saving to the department. 
Farms are now maintained in Elk Island, Rocky Mountains, Waterton Lakes and 
Buffalo parks. The season's operations in the first three consisted of the following:— 
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PARK FARMS—Continued 
Green Feed— 
H a y -

Headquarters. . ; . . . 65 tons. 
District No. i 9.63 tons. 

74.63 'tons 
Green Feed— 

Headquarters 39 loads 7,800 sheaves. 
District No. 5 . . 8 loads 1,600 sheaves. 

47 loads 9,400 sheaves. 
Elk Island Park 350 tons hay 
Rocky Mountains park 102 tons of hay cut on shares system. 

The most extensive farming operations are carried on at Buffalo park, where 
there is a farm of about 600 acres. This park has about 100 horses, and in 
good seasons the crop is sufficient not only to supply all the requirements of the 
park but also to allow shipments of hay and oats to other Dominion parks. During 
the past season about 400 acres were put to pats and 200 summer-fallowed. 
The crop, which was almost double that of the preceding year, totalled 12,450 
bushels of oats, 250 tons of straw and 900 tons of hay. The problem of con­
serving the fertility of the soil at Buffalo park has been the subject of a 
good deal of consideration. As the needs of the parks' service only call for 
oats, the usual practice of rotating crops is 'not practicable. By summer-
fallowing 200 acres each year and putting the remaining 400 to crop, up to the present 
good results have been obtained. But if an enriching crop such as clover or rape 
could be got to grow in conjunction with the oats no doubt the yield would be 
increased. Unfortunately the true clover, which does so much for the fertility of 
farms in the East, will not thrive in the Buffalo park district. During the past two 
years experiments have been made in growing rape with the oats. These have not 
been very successful, but it is hoped with deeper ploughing and a favourable season 
better results will be obtained this year. An experimental plot of 5 acres is also being 
seeded with sweet clover to see if this species can be made to grow in the district. 

GRAZING 

The dry summer of 1919 proved so destructive to the natural browse in Waterton 
Lakes park that in order to protect the wild life it was decided to considerably restrict 
the number of grazing leases. Leases covering the grazing of about 1,900 head were 
granted during the year, as compared with 2,900 the previous year. This allowed the 
vegetation to recover itself and an amply supply of food was available for the wild life 
during the winter season. 

Grazing permits in the national parks are limited to cattle and horses. The 
question of" permitting sheep to graze in the parks did not arise until 1918, when 
applications were received from sheep owners in the neighbourhood of Waterton Lakes 
park. After carefully considering the question, the department was convinced that 
the presence of sheep threatened the purpose for which parks are fundamentally estab­
lished, namely, the preservation of certain areas in an absolutely natural condition, 
including the native fauna and flora, and for this reason it was decided to ban 
sheep definitely from park areas. As is well known, sheep by reason of their elose-
cropping habits are excessively destructive to shrubs and plant life which form the 
browse of cattle and wild animals such as deer and elk. The unhappy results pointed 
out by Prof. Henry Fairfield Osborn, President of the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, following sheep grazing in the country lying between Arabia and 
Mesopotamia, confirm the fears with regard to the dangers of grazing sheep on semi-
arid lands. " I am convinced," he says, " that this country, formerly densely popu­
lated, full of beautiful cities, and heavily wooded, has been transformed less by the 
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action of political causes than by the unrestricted browsing of sheep and goats. This 
browsing destroyed first the undergrowth, then the forests, the natural reservoirs of 
the country, then the grasses which held together the soil, and finally resulted in the 
removal, by erosion, of the soil itself." 

During the past year the question has been brought up in a new form by the 
receipt of applications from stockmen to drive sheep across Waterton Lakes park to 
grazing lands in British Columbia. After carefully considering the matter, the 
department decided that such permission would be a serious detriment to park interests 
unless the applicants agreed to fence the route on both sides through the park. Up 
to the present no applications for the necessary permission have been received. 

FISH AND FISHING 

The fishing in the parks on the east slope of the Rockies constitutes an important 
attraction and the good results obtained from the restocking of the lakes and streams 
are now widely evident. During the month of July about 1,000 pounds of trout and 
Rocky Mountain whitefish were taken in Rocky Mountains park, in addition to 800 
pounds of Great Lake trout from lake Minnewanka, and 6,300 pounds in all in the 
month of August. In Waterton Lakes park the fishing is always exceptionally good. 
Last season a record catch of a 51-pound trout was made by a lady visitor who suc­
ceeded in gaffing and landing the fish by her own unaided efforts. The question of 
amendments to the fishing regulations so as to further protect this valuable resource 
is now receiving consideration. 

FOREST PROTECTION 

The season of 1920 was a very dry one in the parks and constant vigilance with 
regard to forest fires was necessary. While a number of fires were started, in the great 
majority of cases, owing to the prompt action of the warden service and the improved 
equipment with which all the parks are now provided, damage was restricted to a few 
acres. The following is a statement of the number and causes of fires and estimated 
damage:— 



Name of Park 

Rocky Mountains— 

Total 

Jasper~ 

Total 

Waterloo Lakes— 

Total 

Yoho— 

Total 

Glacier— 

Total 

Kootenay— 

Elk Island j 

Totals 

Campers 
or 

Smokers 

5 
17 

22 

1 
6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

32 

Railway 

8 

8 

0 
34 

39 

I 

1 

1 

1 

49 

Unknown 

1 

1 

• ' 

1 

Lightning 

1 
1 

2 

3 

3 

2 
3 

5 

10 

Other 
causes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

6 
28 

34 

6 
41 

47 

1 

1 

1 
4 

5 

2 
4 

6 

1 

1 

Nil. 

94 

Areas burnt over (acres) 

Merch. 
timber 

1,665 

41 

500 

1.480 

3.686 
acres 

Dead and 
cordwood 

44 

2.75 

202 

248 75 
acres 

Young 
Reprod. 

2,056 

12 

2,068 
acres 

Cost of extinguishing 

Grass 

S cts. 
10 30 

98 02 

0-25 

108 57 

General 

S cts. 
4,413 66 

394 60 

50 70 

614 96 

1,648 59 

7,122 41 

Railway 

t cts. 
11 80 

445 72 

6 00 

463 52 

Fires 

Grand 
total 

$ cts. 
4,425 46 

840 22 

50 70 

620 96 

1,648 $9 

Nil. 

Nil. 

7,585 93 
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The great success which has attended the use of the portable fire units developed 
by the Parks Branch a few years ago suggested the development of a larger engine 
for use in connection with fires along our motor roads and, in September, a three-
quarter ton Reo chassis, with hose body and pressure pump, capable of delivering 130 
gallons per minute at 120 pounds pressure, and equipped with 2,000 feet of 21-inch 
hose and two play pipes, was sent to Rocky Mountains park for fire fighting purposes. 
The trial tests of thi3 engine showed that it surpassed even our expectations and I 
believe it will prove of very great assistance in forest protection work, The fact 
that a large proportion of park fires are caused by engines and that the motor 
road parallels the railroad for a great part of the way through the park will make it 
possible to utilize this engine in connection with a large percentage of the fires that 
break out. . 

New construction in connection with the forest protective system during the 
year was as follows:-— 

Name of Park 

Totals 

Tele­
phone 

Mileage 

391 
4 
81 
H 
6 

.. 29 

S8i 

Cabins 

2 
4 
2 

2 
1 
1 
I 

13 

Trail 
Mile­
age 

49 
4 

151 
6 

31 

78 

Stables 
or 

Barns 

2 
4 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 

15 

Speeder 

Houses 

1 

1 

2 

Shelter 

1 

1 

Well 
for 

Fire 
Units 

Supply 

i 

l 

Equip­
ment 
Store­
house 

1 

1 

Fire 
Unit 

Garage 

1 

1 

An additional assignment of 10,000 pipe protectors, which very effectively prevent 
sparks from pipes setting fires in dry places, was purchased in June, 1920, for distri­
bution among visitors to the various parks, 

PARKS PUBLICITY 

For the first time since 1914 a small appropriation was available for publicity 
purposes and it was possible to undertake the re-publication of some of our parks 
pamphlets as well as the issue of some new ones. These were urgently required as 
owing to the steady demand for information practically all our editions wore on the 
werge of exhaustion, A new edition of "Glaciers of the Rockies and Selkirks," an 
attractive monograph on glacial formations by Prof. A. P . Coleman, of Toronto 
University, which has proved very popular, was put in hand as well as a new and 
revised edition of "Guide to Fish and their Habitat in Rocky Mountains Park.'* 
Considerable new data has been added tc the latter and it is being enlarged so as to 
cover the fishing waters of the three parks on the eastern slope of the Rockies all of 
which contain the same species of game fish. Material for a new descriptive booklet 
on the parks through the central Rockies and Selkirks along the main line of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was also prepared and is now in the'hands of the printer. 
A small folder "Where to go and what to see at Banff," another on Golf at Banff and 
a folder to be distributed in connection with some coming European exhibitions are 
now in course of preparation. 

A unique souvenir which has attracted considerable atlsntion was issued in 
connection with the forest protection educational campaign This was a small 
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aluminum luck charm called "Buffalo Medicine," enclosed in an attractive paper fac­
simile of an Indian pouch. An enclosed leaflet related the Indian legend connected 
with the charm and made the forest protection appeal in an unusual way. Ten 
thousand of these souvenirs were distributed but the demand for them has been so 
great that a new edition will probably he issued in the near future. 

Another attractive device in connection with the same campaign was the issue 
of automobile stickers designed to be attached to the windshields of cars entering the 
parks where they will serve as a constant reminder with regard to fire. The design 
chosen for Kocky Mountains park was the head of a Bighorn, for Waterton Lakes 
park, a Dolly "warden trout. 

Splendid publicity was given the Canadian parks at the International Alpine 
Congress held at Monaco in May. Mrs. Julia Henshaw, author of "Wildflowers of 
the Canadian Bockies," and Mr. Byron Harmon, the well-known mountain photo­
grapher, were the Canadian representatives and they took with them a number of 
very fine park films loaned by the Exhibits and Publicity Branch of the Department 
of Trade and Commerce as well as a collection of about fifty sepia enlargements of 
striking park pictures. The Canadian programme proved of such interest that it was 
twice repeated, once at the special request of the Prince of Monaco himself. At the 
close of the congress the President, Baron F. Gabet, addressed a letter to the Canadian 
officials thanking them for their participation and stating that Canada's share in the 
congress had been "the most brilliant and the most important whether from the point 
of communications presented or of exhibition." As the congress embraced repre­
sentatives from all the Alpine organizations of the world, the attractions of the Cana­
dian Rockies as a new field for alpine work were brought to the attention of thousands 
of climbers and I have no doubt that Canada will benefit largely from this publicity. 
At the conclusion of the proceedings permission was granted to present the exhibit 
of enlarged photographs to the Club Alpin Francais where they will serve as a 
valuable and permanent advertisement of the Canadian mountains. 

The demand for the loan of motion picture films, lantern slides and half-tones 
of park scenes is increasing from year to year, The Exhibits and Publicity Branch 
of the Department of Trade and Commerce have now seventeen films on their list 
depicting national parks subjects. These films are in almost constant circulation 
and form one of our best mediums of publicity. The Parke Branch also has about 
500 coloured slides of birds, animals, flowers and scenery which are in almost constant 
circulation. During the year slides and lecture notes were furnished to several well-
known speakers who were giving a course of lectures in Great Britain and Europe 
and wished to include a lecture on the Canadian National parks. While the Parks 
Branch has at the present time no official lecturer, a considerable number of addresses 
were given voluntarily by members of the branch. 

A greater demand from Canadian magazines and newspapers for articles, photo­
graphs and material with regard to the national parks was evidenced than ever before, 
indicating that the Canadian public is beginning to take a more active interest in 
these great national possessions. A number of well known magazine writers were 
furnished with the necessary data and illustrations for articles on various phases of 
the parks and their work. These articles appeared in some of the prominent English 
and American periodicals. 

A delegation of the Imperial Press Association comprising nearly 200 journalists 
from all parts of the Empire, with their wives and daughters, toured Canada during 
the summer and visited a number of the national parks. Although their stay in each 
was necessarily short the extent and beauty of these great reservations made a deep 
impression on the members of the party and after their return many articles appeared 
in their respective journals in praise of the attractions of the Canadian parks and 
appreciation of the ideals behind them. 


