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National Parks 

GENERAL 

The past year was one of continued progress in the National Parks of 
Canada. Each year it becomes increasingly evident that a new pride and interest 
is awakening in these great national possessions on the part of the Canadian 
people. The travel drawn from Canadian sources in the case of every one of the 
parks was heavier than ever before and registrations showed that it represented 
every province of the Dominion. Foreign travel was also greater and included 
representatives from over twenty countries. In spite of the fact that the early 
part of the season was unfavourable for motoring on account of continuous rain, 
motor travel surpassed that of the previous season which had been regarded as 
exceptionally large. 

The total number of visitors to all parks was 488,600. The heaviest traffic 
was naturally recorded in the three-park unit formed by the Banff, Kootenay 
and Yoho national parks. The two first of these parks are traversed by both 
railway and motor highway. Although Kootenay park can be reached from 
Firlands on the Golden-Cranbrook branch of the Canadian Pacific railway 
ninety per cent of the travel is by motor. The total motor traffic through 
these three gateways was as follows:— 

Kananaskis Gateway, 
Banff National Park— 

Canadian cars entering 32,982 Passengers 115,154 
United States cars entering 2,015 Passengers 5,724 

34,997 120,878 
Radium-Hot Springs Gateway, 

Kootenay National Park— 
Canadian cars entering 7,853 Passengers 25,864 
United States cars entering 2,719 Passengers 7,414 

10,572 33,278 
Leanchoil Gateway, 

Yoho National Park— 
Canadian ears entering 2,029 Passengers 7,290 
United States cars entering 351 Passengers : 1,032 

2,380 8,322 

Total Canadian cars 42,864 Passengers 148,308 
Total United States cars 5,085 Passengers 14,170 

Total cars entering 47,949 Total passengers 162,478 

In addition to the above many thousands of tourists arrived by rail. There 
is, however, as yet no way of recording this travel accurately as hotel registra­
tions undoubtedly include a considerable proportion of motor visitors. 

The motor campsites in these parks were crowded throughout the sea­
son. The road to the Tunnel Mountain campsite, Banff, was reconstructed so as 
to afford easier grades and this camp, which is one of the best equipped in 
Western Canada, proved very popular. 
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The Banff-Windermere highway was opened for the season on May 17. 
Usually this road is closed early in November toy winter snows. Last year, how­
ever, there was little snow during the autumn months and by ploughing small 
sections through the two passes the road was kept open until December 27, 
establishing a record season so far as length is concerned. In Yoho park travel 
was so heavy that it was found necessary to establish an additional equipped 
motor campsite about one mile west of Field near the Kicking Horse river, mak­
ing three equipped camps now established in this park. Cars totalling 2,460 and 
carrying 8,861 persons registered at the three camps. A large percentage of travel 
to this park was drawn from the east, probably due to the fact that on the west 
no continuous motor highway yet connects the park with the coast. With the 
building of the proposed Big Bend road through connections will be established 
between Golden and Vancouver and heavy travel may then toe expected from 
British Columbia and the Pacific Coast states. 

Jasper park, as yet inaccessible by motor highway, had an exceptionally 
good season with 12,000 visitors. The Canadian National Railways again 
found it necessary to enlarge Jasper Park Lodge by the addition of a number 
of new bungalows and service buildings, at a total cost of Slll,0OO. 

Visitors to Waterton Lakes park numbered 26,002, nearly 12,000 more than 
during the previous year. These figures are particularly gratifying in view of the 
bad condition of connecting roads during the early part of the season and indi­
cate the increasing popularity of this reservation. The Prince of Wales hotel, 
operated by the Great Northern Railway Company at Waterton lake, was 
open for the first time throughout the entire season and accommodated 5,784 
visitors. Through bus service between Many Glaciers in Glacier national park, 
Montana, and Waterton as well as a regular boat daily between the two parks 
enabled an interchange of travel that was mutually beneficial. The recent 
improvements to the park roads and the townsite have added greatly to the 
appearance of this park. 

Buffalo and Elk Island parks each showed a large increase in travel with 
18,454 visitors to the first and 18,968 to the second. Both of these animal parks 
have attractive lakes with good bathing beaches which make them interesting 
objectives for parties motoring from the Prairies, and the number of people 
who make use of them in this way is increasing each year. 

Point Pelee park in southern Ontario also had an unusually successful year, 
12,525 cars carrying 50,100 persons entered the park. A large percentage of 
these were from United States points, indicating that this park is proving 
increasingly attractive to the people of the large cities, Detroit and Cleveland, 
and other places bordering the Great Lakes. 

Sixteen thousand persons visited the Fort Anne park at Annapolis Royal; 
15,050 went to Vidals Point recreational area in Saskatchewan, and 8,850 to 
Mount Revelstoke park in British Columbia. 

One of the important events of the year was the opening of the new Prince 
Albert park north of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. During the previous fall 
and early summer construction had been carried on at top speed on the road 
from the park gate to Waskesiu lake, the site of the park headquarters and 
its most popular resort. By August 1 this road was in fairly good condition 
and the province had also brought up to motoring requirements the old pro­
vincial road from Prince Albert north to the boundary. It was, therefore, 
decided to throw open the park to the public on the 10th of August. An 
interesting program of addresses and sports was arranged in connection with 
the event. The Right Honourable ~W. L. .Mackenzie King, Premier of Canada, 
came from Ottawa to perform the opening ceremony and publicly dedicated 
the new park to the use and enjoyment of the people of Canada. The Prime 
Minister's fine address concluded with the following significant words:— 
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" In the building of Canadian national life and the moulding of our 
national character it is of utmost importance that we should cultivate 
an appreciation of all that is beautiful in our physical environment. In 
a young country so amply endowed with natural resources there is always 
a danger that we may turn to the gods of the market-place' and sacrifice 
the beautiful on the altar of utility. In opening the Prince Albert national 
park we dedicate it to the glory of the Creator whose bounty it mirrors 
in forest, lake and stream, and to the highest good of the Canadian 
people for all time to come." 

The Prime Minister's time was limited as he was leaving almost imme­
diately for England, but he remained over night in the park and made use of the 
attractive bungalow presented to him by the citizens of Prince Albert district 
Between the date of the opening and the close of the season over 5,000 visitors 
entered the park—a large number, considering the fact that its reputation 
was as yet largely local and that parties travelling had to bring with them 
tents and camping equipment. 

ENGINEERING WORK 

No new construction work of importance was undertaken in the parks, 
appropriations being expended with a view to bringing existing highways and 
other services up to first-class condition. Now that motor travel to the parks 
has reached such large proportions the cost of maintenance grows heavier each 
year. Practically all roads within the parks are now of standard width and 
grade and well surfaced with gravel but each year general improvements such 
as widening curves, providing guard rails at dangerous points and strengthen­
ing of bridges where necessary are being carried out. 

Access to Buffalo park at Wainwright has always been difficult during bad 
weather owing to the nature of the road. Last year, through the co-operation 
of civic officials of the municipality of Gilt Edge and the National Parks Branch, 
a good gravel road was built connecting the park with the townsite. A notice­
able increase in travel immediately followed its construction. 

In Jasper park the section of the Edmonton-Jasper highway from Jasper to 
the east boundary was completed, and as soon as the provincial road reaches 
the park this reservation will be accessible by motor travel. The journey along 
the Athabaska valley by this highway now makes one of the most popular 
excursions from Jasper town and nearly all visitors who remain any length of 
time in the park avail themselves of the opportunity of visiting Pocahontas and 
the eastern ranges, which are geologically among the most interesting in the 
park. 

The three-mile section of road between Jasper and Jasper Park lodge, which 
had been experimentally treated with tar sand from McMurray during the pre­
vious two years, stood up well under exceptionally heavy traffic conditions. It 
seems apparent that this material will provide an excellent road surface, as dur­
able as imported asphalt, and at less cc-st. 

Work was continued on the new tote road to Athabaska falls and the most 
difficult section—from the Edith Cavell highway to the Athabaska flats—was 
completed. There is a drop in elevation of about four hundred feet from 
the highway to the river benches, but it was found possible to secure good grades. 
This road will not only be a great advantage in case of fire in the southern part 
of the park but it will also make it possible for a much larger number of visitors 
to see the beautiful Athabaska falls. It will further be of great assistance to 
parties going into the more remote regions, such as the Whirlpool sector, the' 
Columbia Ice-field region, or up the Brazeau river. The tote road to Medicine 
lake was improved, widened in places, and fills strengthened. 

The roads in Yoho park connecting with the main highway, particularly 
the road up Yoho valley, were improved and modernized so as to meet motor 
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requirements. Practically the whole of the Yoho road, with the exception 
of a short distance through the Yoho canyon, has now been brought up to 
standard. Similar construction has been undertaken on the Emerald Lake 
road. 

Among other items of work, carried out under the direction of the Engineer­
ing Division of Head Office, were the following:— 

In Prince Albert park, three contracts' were let covering the construction 
of thirty-four miles of standard motor road from the south boundary to 
Waskesiu lake. The work included the erection of two truss bridges, one trestle 
bridge and several smaller bridges. Contour surveys were carried out of areas 
in the vicinity of the Narrows of Waskesiu lake, Prince Albert park, for sub­
division purposes. An important reconnaissance survey of a proposed, road on 
the south side of Waskesiu lake from headquarters at Primeau Landing to the 
Narrows, a distance of some eight miles, was made. 

In Elk Island park a road from the Lamont entrance gate to Sandy beach 
on Astotin lake, four miles in length, was constructed. A survey for the location 
of the extension of this road around the south end of the lake to park head­
quarters was carried out. 

The road up mount Revelstoke was extended one mile, the total length 
completed now being approximately nineteen miles. This carries the road past 
Balsam lake to the vicinity of Lookout point, its final objective. 

Work was continued on the extension of the Jasper water distributing sys­
tem, a total of 3,500 feet of six-inch main being laid, together with necessary 
house connections. Construction work on the new Jasper sewerage system was 
commenced late in the season, and 1,475 feet of fifteen-inch outfall main laid. 
This involved the driving of 450 feet of tunnel under the main line and yard 
tracks of the Canadian National Railways, and the installation of cast-iron 
pipe on this section. In addition 2,240 feet of street mains with necessary house 
connections were laid in the townsite. The topography of Jasper townsite neces­
sitated laying the main sewer to a depth of from sixteen to twenty feet in diffi­
cult material. 

In Kootenay park the bathing-house at Sinclair radium hot springs, com­
menced in 1927, was completed. The concrete bathing pool, supplied from the 
hot springs was enlarged to a standard section with maximum depth of eight 
feet. Surveys were made in regard to the generation of electricity for the town-
site near Sinclair radium hot springs. A truss bridge was constructed over the . 
Ottertail river on the Field-Golden highway, replacing a timber bridge. 

In Waterton Lakes park construction work was carried out on the Akamina 
road, which is now passable for motor traffic to Cameron lake, and provides a 
new route to the passes of the southern Rockies. 

An inspection was made for. the Forestry Branch of the road situation in 
the Riding Mountain national forest, and recommendations made for its develop­
ment. 

Two wharves to accommodate large boats were constructed in the St. 
Lawrence Islands park, one at Cedar island near Kingston, and one at Broder 
island near Morrisburg. 

In addition to the above construction work, maintenance work was carried 
out on all trunk roads in Kootenay, Yoho, Waterton, and Jasper parks, a total 
of 145 miles of motor highways. This work included painting, repairing and 
redecking bridges; construction and repair of culverts; repair work, regrading, 
gravel surfacing and widening where necessary. 

Preliminary surveys were made looking towards a re-location of part of the 
park section of the Banff-Calgary road, with a view to securing a more scenic 
route and better grades on the last six miles approaching Banff. 
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Highway Construction.—The present mileage of roads, trails and telephone 
lines in the different parks is as follows:—; 

Park 

Banff 

Yoho 

Buffalo 
Elk Island 

Number of miles 

Roads 

63-0 
19-0 

127-0 
62-0 
60-0 
9-0 
1-0 

11-2 
200 
340 

396-2 

Trails 

102-0 
32-25 

766-0 
637-50 
159-0 
121-0 

176-0 
7-0 

2,000-75 

Telephones 

64-0 
17-25 

197-25 
343-0 
44-5 
7-0 

34-5 

66-5 
81-0 

845-00 

RECREATION 

Each year sees a wider interest in trail riding and alpine climbing and 
larger numbers are penetrating to the more remote regions away from the beaten 
tourist trails. These mountain pathfinders are not only enjoying the thrill of 
the explorer but they are adding each year to the store of knowledge concerning 
the mountains and helping to open up new fields of enjoyment for the general 
public. The two organizations which have contributed largely to this end are 
the Trail Riders' Club of the Canadian Rockies and the Alpine Club of Canada. 
The former, which has a membership of over one thousand is doing much to 
develop trail riding as a sport and to encourage the spirit of adventure among 
lovers of the Canadian mountains. 

The objective chosen for the annual ride last year was the Lake of the 
Hanging Glaciers, a beautiful body of water lying in an Alpine cirque about 
6,000 feet above sea level. This lake has at its head magnificent glaciers which 
project into the lake itself. Great pieces of ice break away continually from the 
tongues of the glaciers to form small icebergs which float about on its clear blue 
waters. About ninety riders, fifteen guides and a string of fifty pack horses 
made the journey to the lake from the end of the Banff-Windermere highway, 
Kootenay national park. The expedition was in charge of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Philip Moore of Banff and Mr. J. M. Wardle, President of the Trail Riders' Club. 
The wide-spread enthusiasm aroused by the club was shown by the fact that 
two riders came expressly from England for the meet, two from Bermuda, one 
from the Bahamas and about thirty from the United States, including several 
well-known artists and writers. 

After visiting the lake the members of the club explored the Starbird and 
Tiger Claw glaciers with their remarkable ice caves, before returning to Banff 
and Lake Louise. 

The Alpine Club of Canada also choose the Lake of the Hanging Glaciers 
as a site for their camp at the end of July, and by arrangements with the Trail 
Riders left their tents behind for the accommodation of the latter in the fol­
lowing week. This club, which has now been twenty-two years in existence, 
has contributed probably more than any other agency towards the exploration 
of remote and interesting parts of the Canadian Rockies and has developed and 
encouraged among young Canadians a love for the noble sport of mountain­
eering. There was an exceptionally large attendance at this season's camp and 
over ninety new names were added to the membership list. Mr. T. B. Moffatt 
of Calgary was elected president of the club. The graduation climb took place on 
The Dome, an interesting peak in the neighbourhood of the camp. 
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Winter Sports and Banff Carnival.—The attractions of Banff as a winter 
sports resort are also being more widely recognized and many visitors now spend 
a winter holiday in the park enjoying the clear mountain air and the exceptional 
opportunities for sport. The winter carnival was held as usual from February 2 
to February 9. Owing to transportation difficulties the number of entries as 
well as the attendance lowered. The usual enthusiasm, however, was manifest; 
a fine program of sports was drawn up and the competitions were keenly con­
tested. 

The climatic conditions at Banff combined with the presence of hot springs 
are such as to make it one of the finest natural winter resorts on this continent 
and with time it must become as outstanding for its winter attractions as for 
those of summer. 

Indian Days.—The annual summer fete of the Indian tribes in the neigh­
bourhood of Banff known as " Indian Days " was held on July 25, 26, and 27. 
This annual festival dates back for many years and is eagerly looked forward 
to—particularly by the Stony Indians who have their reserve at Morley just 
east of the park boundaries. It offers visitors one of the most interesting 
events of the season at Banff. The Indians appear in all the glory of theiri 
ancestral finery of beads, buckskin, porcupine quills, ermine and eagle feathers. 
The parade in full dress costume is usually over a mile long with horses two or 
three abreast. Last year a very interesting program of horse races and trials 
of skill in archery, lassoing, and roping was carried out, and the entertainment 
also included a thrilling dramatization of an Indian story connected with the 
Indian war pony dance. Over 2,200 visitors were in attendance. 

Scottish Festival,—The Scottish festival and Highland gathering, inaugu­
rated under the patronage of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in 1927, 
was again held at the Banff Springs hotel in September, 1928. Several hundred 
Scottish-born Canadians and many others were in attendance and keen interest 
was manifested in the programs of Scottish music and ballad singing. Com­
petitions in folksong music, pipers' bands, and Scotch dancing as well as the 
national games of putting the shot, tossing the caber, throwing the javelin, and 
the tug-of-war were keenly contested. Some of the best dancers in Canada also 
gave exhibitions of such national dances as the Highland fling, sailors' hornpipe, 
sword dance, Scottish reel, and the graceful Sean Truibhas. 

This holiday festival of the arts which drew lovers of Scottish music and 
dancing from all over the country to spend a few days' holiday in one of the 
loveliest places in Canada is a significant event in the national parks. Visitors 
to the Canadian Rockies have sometimes compared the Canadian mountains 
unfavourably with the Swiss and Italian alps because they lack human back­
ground. A visit to the parks has hitherto been chiefly a feast for the eye. The 
beauty of nature and the additional charm which in some cases man has been 
able to add through architecture were the chief appeals. It is good to note that 
the parks are now becoming a centre of artistic interest through Indian folk 
music, ceremonies and handicraft, and also through Scottish folk art and games. 
There is, perhaps, no place in the Dominion so suited to become' a background 
for artistic performances, and it is hoped that as time goes on the parks may 
become more and more the scene of other art festivals, which will help to enrich 
not only the interest of the parks themselves but the general cultural life of 
Canada. 

Regatta on Lake Minnewanka.—The annual regatta on lake Minnewanka 
was held in the middle of August. An interesting program of boat races and 
surf riding was carried out before a large attendance of visitors. The lake is 
specially adapted to sport of this nature and it is expected that the regatta 
will become one of the permanent features of the summer season. 
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Golj Links.—During the entire summer season work was carried out by 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company on the remodelling of the golf course 
at Banff, formerly operated by the Government. When completed, this course 
will rank with any on the North American continent, both as to scenic setting 
and sportiness. It occupies practically the same ground as the old course, but 
marked improvements have been made in laying out new fairways, and in bring­
ing the' old terrain up to present-day standards. Such good progress was made 
that the use of the temporary nine holes was abandoned and play commenced 
over the new eighteen-hole course in August. 

The first tee of the new course is situated a few yards from the Banff] 
Springs hotel. The professional's quarters and the first tee are on a shelf cut 
into the bank of the Spray river and the first drive carries across the Spray 
river to the fairway on the opposite side. There are two other water hazards on 
the course. The eighth hole is played across Devil's Cauldron, a shallow lake 
set in a cup-like depression, while one of the home-coming holes is played across 
an elbow of the Bow river. 

No effort has been spared to make the course one of the very finest, and 
while it is sporty enough for championship play, there is no part of it too diffi­
cult for the beginner. 

MARKING OF HISTORIC SITES IN THE PARKS 

On July 14 a cairn and bronze tablet were erected in Jasper national park 
to commemorate the site of the famous Jasper House founded in 1813 and 
which for so long was the centre of life in the Athabaska valley. Jasper 
House was established by the Northwest Company at the north end of Brule 
lake during the eventful years when the struggle between that company and its 
famous rival, the Hudson's Bay Company, was at its height. Jasper Hawes, 
from whom the park derives its name, was the first clerk in charge of the post, 
which came to be known as Jasper's House, later Jasper House. Between 1827 
and 1829, following the amalgamation of the two great companies, it was removed 
to the west bank of the Athabaska, opposite the mouth of the Rocky river, 
where for many years it was a centre of activity. Practically all early travellers 
called at this post and many famous names are associated with it. 

The unveiling ceremonies were performed by Mrs. Knight, wife of the Acting 
Superintendent of the park, and addresses were delivered by Mr. J. A. Jaffray, 
Archivist to the Alberta Government; His Honour Judge F. W. Howay, of New 
Westminster, representing the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada; 
and Mr. W. Thompson, head of the Publicity Department of the Canadian 
National Railways. The bronze tablet bears the following inscription:— 

"Jasper House'. Built by the Northwest Company about 1813, at 
the northern end of Brule" lake. Some time between 1827 and 1829 it 
was rebuilt near this site. For half a century it was a main support of 
the trade route across the mountains and an important point for all 
persons journeying through the Yellowhead and Athabaska passes." 

Simpson Memorial.—A boulder monument in memory of Sir George Simp-, 
son, Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company from 1821 to 1860, was unveiled 
in Kootenay park on September 17. In the course of his famous journey 
around the world, 1841 and 1842, Simpson travelled through the Barui' park 
by way of Pechee gap, lake Minnewanka and Banff, crossing the mountains by 
the pass which now bears his name. At Simpson summit he made camp and 
cut his initials on a neighbouring tree, recording in his diary his sense of awe 
amid the magnificence of his surroundings. Previous to Simpson practically 
all early travellers had used the northern route, but his expedition called atten­
tion to the possibility of utilizing the southern passes. The Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board considered that a tablet should be erected memorializing 
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this crossing of the mountains and it was first proposed that a monument 
should be placed at the summit of the pass itself. The comparative inacces­
sibility of this spot, however, made it appear likely that the memorial would 
be seen by a very small number and it was, accordingly, decided to erect it at 
the junction of Simpson creek and Vermilion river, the end of Simpson's descent 
of the western slope. As it happens, this junction lies in Kootenay park 
immediately adjoining the well-known Banff-Windermere highway, a spot in 
full view of hundreds of passing cars each day, The unveiling ceremony was 
performed by the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, Charles V. Sale, of 
London, England. His Honour Judge F. W. Howay, of New Westminster, 
British Columbia, representing the Historic Sites and. Monuments Board of 
Canada, delivered an address, while Mr. T. C. Elliott, of Walla Walla, State of 
Washington, one of the outstanding historians of that State, represented the 
Washington Historical Society. The memorial consists of a cairn of rough 
boulders and a bronze tablet bearing the following inscription:— 

" In recognition of the public services of Sir George Simpson, Gover­
nor of the Hudson's Bay Company Territories (1821-1860), under whose 
guidance the ' Far West', the ' Far North ' and Arctic coast were explored, 
peace with the natives was maintained, trade developed and British rule 
strengthened. 

" In August, 1841, he was the first white man to cross the Rocky 
Mountains by Simpson Pass." 

SURVEYS IN THE PARES 

The topographical survey of Banff and Jasper parks which was resumed 
in 1927 with two parties of surveyors of the Topographical Surveys Branch, 
Department of the Interior, was carried on through the season of 1928. The 
whole of Banff park has now been surveyed and good progress was made with 
the survey of Jasper park. It is estimated that two more field seasons of 
both parties will be required in order to complete the survey of Jasper park. 
An examination was made of the north boundary of Jasper park for the 
purpose of completing the report on the general readjustment of the boundaries 
of Banff and Jasper parks along the lines proposed by the Minister of the 
Interior in 1927. Another investigation was carried out of the two alternative 
areas suggested for a national park in the province of Manitoba. The reports 
concerning these matters are now receiving the consideration of the department. 

PRESERVATION OP WILD LIFE 

The success of the sanctuary conditions existing in the' national parks ha3 
long since been established by their results. Wild life in general appears to be 
almost everywhere on the increase, both within the parks and in the areas imme­
diately adjacent thereto. Sheep are now found in all parts of the parks on the 
eastern slope of the Rockies, and up to the present they appear to be free from 
disease of any kind. Bear are becoming exceedingly numerous and are so tame 
that they are seen by practically every visitor who leaves the main roads and 
goes out along the trails. While they are almost never dangerous unless 
molested, their depredations about camps sometimes render them a nuisance 
and in several cases, for the protection of property, they have had to be 
destroyed. Beaver are undoubtedly on the increase, particularly in Jasper park, 
which appears to be a natural home for them. The elk imported from the 
Yellowstone national park continue to do well and are spreading out into new 
areas in both Banff and Jasper parks. Fur-bearers are" also reported to be on 
the increase, though undoubtedly the larger predatory animals such as lynx, 
wolverine, and coyote keep down their numbers. 
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Buffalo.—The government buffalo herds are now in a very satisfactory 
and thriving condition. The extension of the boundaries of Elk Island park 
provided much-needed pasturage for the increasing numbers of this herd. _ The 
continued thinning of the herd at Wainwright park has also had most satisfac­
tory results and the pasturage in those sections of the park which had been 
denuded of grass through over-grazing is now coming back: The buffalo show 
the results of these improved conditions and last winter the whole herd came 
through in splendid shape. Following the policy adopted in the past few years, 
shipments totalling 1,088 animals were made throughout the summer to the 
Wood Buffalo park near Fort Smith, Northwest Territories. Reports show that 
the buffalo transported in former years to this region are doing well and have 
successfully adapted themselves to the new environment and conditions. The 
strength of the herd at Wainwright at the close of the fiscal year was approxi­
mately 4,300 animals. During the year an addition of one square mile was 
made to Buffalo park at Wainwright. The extension brings the boundaries of 
the park down to the main line of the Canadian National Railways, and makes 
it possible for transcontinental travellers to see the buffalo from passing trains. 

The Government was able to meet requests from several outside sources 
for wild animals for exhibition or breeding purposes. A pair of young buffalo 
were presented to the city of Johannesburg, South Africa, for the Zoological 
Gardens there, and arrived in good condition. Three buffalo were also for­
warded to the Italian Government. These also bore the journey well and arrived 
in good condition. Six buffalo, three elk, and three mule deer from Wainwright 
park were presented to the Wild Life Animal park, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. A 
number of donations were also made from Banff park: these included one pair 
of Rocky Mountain sheep and one pair of beaveT to New Zealand; two pairs 
of Rocky Mountain sheep to Melbourne, Australia; one Rocky Mountain ram 
to the Zoo, Edmonton, Alberta; five Rocky Mountain ewes and two rams to 
Medicine Bow national forest reserve, "Wyoming, U.S.A.; five Rocky Mountain 
ewes and two rams to the Wichita national forest, Oklahoma, U.S.A.; one pair 
of Rocky Mountain sheep to the Moose Jaw Wild Life Animal park; one brown 
bear to Calgary, Alberta; one pair of beaver to the Zoological Society of Scot­
land, Edinburgh. 

Antelope.—The antelope herd in the Nemiskam park, Alberta, suffered 
a severe setback in December, 1927, when during a heavy snow-storm part of 
the fence was broken down and more than half of the herd wandered out 
beyond park boundaries. During the past summer every effort was made to 
recover as many of the animals as possible, but unfortunately over 200 remained 
uncaptured. At the end of the year there were 247 antelope in the park. The 
increase this year was not so large as usual due to unusually severe weather 
in November and December which affected both the wild and enclosed herds. 

Fish—The restocking of lakes and streams in the parks was again carried 
on through the valuable assistance and co-operation of the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries, which now maintains hatcheries in Banff, Waterton 
Lakes, and Jasper national parks. Over 1,110,000 cut-throat trout fry were 
distributed from the Banff hatchery; 4,577,000 Lock Leven trout fry; 5,550,000 
rainbow trout fry; and 319,670 brown trout fry. Practically all the streams in 
the Banff park suited to fish life were stocked and shipments of fry were also 
placed in the main waters of Yohb and Waterton Lakes national parks. In 
June under the direction of the Biological Board of Canada, and following out 
recommendations submitted after two years' investigation of the waters of 
Jasper park, 250,000' trout fry, which had been hatched in the temporary hatch­
ery at Jasper, were transported by pack-horse to Maligne lake. Although the 
weather was extremely cold at the time the transplanting was successfully 
carried out and at the end of the season the fish were found to be over three 


