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The Banff-Jasper
Highway

THE Banff-Jasper highway, winding
along the base of mountains whose
summits cling to the remnants of the Ice
Age, is without doubt one of the most
scenic drives, if not the most scenic, in the
world. The grandeur of scenery and the
panorama of glittering snow-capped tower-
ing mountains is a sight to behold—a
veritable Avenue of Giants.

All of the spectacular and outstanding
scenic spots along the way are described
in detail in Miss Williams’ book, “The
Banff-Jasper Highway”, as are The Build-
ing of the Mountains, The Native Tribes
and Pathfinders.

No one should take the drive along this
highway without having this delightfully
written guide book ever in his hand. The
Banff-Jasper Highway Mile by Mile
description not only tells you what moun-
tain, lake, creek, glacier or tarn is on the
left or right of the roadway, but also what
white man first viewed it and when, and
under what circumstances.

Use this book as an ever-ready guide and
catch the spirit of the region traversed, a
spirit that will linger long after you have
left this mountain roadway.

Or, if you are contemplating the trip in
the future, or just sitting home by your
own fireside, read this book. It is not only
a useful guide book, but is an authoritative
history of the early explorers and contains
many facts about the mountains in this
region, the icefield and its glaciers.

As a souvenir of your visit to the Parks
or as a gift to one less fortunate, you will
find it ideal.
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“There is told in the Northwest the story
of an old prospector of whom, returning
after many years, it was asked what he had to
show as the equivalent of so much lost time;
and he answered only, ‘I have seen the
Rocky Mountains’.”—From “The Glittering

Mountains” by J. MONROE THORINGTON.
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The Banff-Jasper Highway . . . .

“In the days of the Caesars out from the Forum at Rome
proceeded the great highways, north, south, east, west, to the
centre of every province of the Empire, making each market
town of Persia, Spain, and Britain, pervious to the soldiers of
the Capitol. So out of the human heart go, as it were, high-
ways to every object in Nature, to reduce it under the dominion
of man.”—EMERSON.

4

HAT comparatively simple invention—the internal
combustion engine—what has it not brought about
- in fifty years! An era of road building which would
have astonished even the Romans; gifts to men foreshadowed
long ago in prophetic dreams and ancient fairy-tales. That
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THE BANFF - JASPER HIGHWAY . . . .

old race dream of the magical seven-leagued boots, the “shoes
of swiftness”, with which a man could stride over hill and dale
without effort or fatigue has been realized in the modern
motor car, while even the powers of that remarkable animal,
“the cow that jumped over the moon”, may—if we are to
believe our acronautical engineers—yet be equalled by the
aecroplane.

With this new instrument at his command the nomadic
instinct—deeply buried in every man—has found a new,
joyous, almost universal expression. “For to behold and for
to see”, that has always been a sufficient lure to travel,
especially to see the wonder and beauty of the world, and
today a man has but to step into a motor car and the continent
is his. East, west, north, south, the roads beckon into remote,
strange, and beautiful places, and a man who commands even
a humble jalopy may make a “golden journey” to many
fabulous regions once within the reach of only a favoured few.

Among those famed for their romantic beauty few can
surpass the Canadian Rockies. Yet sixty years ago little but
their name was known. The building of the two transconti-
nental railways—both remarkable engineering achievements
—Aflung steel highways across them from east to west. From
the windows of passing trains, or in the immediate environ-
ment of a few stopping places that soon became famous,
thousands were then able to see a little of the beauty and
grandeur of these great ranges. A few, fortunate enough to
possess sufficient time, money, and energy, could fit out
expeditions and follow the dim trails left by Indian hunters
and early explorers or cut new ways through the tangled snarl
of peak, forest, and valley which stretched for 600 miles from
east to west and nearly 1000 from north to south. “The New
Switzerland”, travellers familiar with the Swiss Alps called it.
Then, as its vast extent began to be realized, “Fifty Switzer-
lands in One”. In 1911, the Canadian Government determined
to reserve all the finest sections forever unspoiled and set aside
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THE BANFF - JASPER HIGHWAY . . . .

practically all that was best in the central Rockies as National
Parks. It created a special branch of the government service
to protect and develop them. Almost immediately an active
programme of road building was begun and with the building
of motor highways the mountains were at last opened to wide
and democratic enjoyment.

The first road over the Swiss Alps was built by Hannibal
in the days of the Roman Empire, but it Is only twenty-five
years since the first highway was opened across the Rockies.
This was the so-called Banff-Windermere Highway, across the
Vermillion Pass to the Columbia Valley, completed in 1923.
Other roads soon followed—the extension to Lake Louise; the
“Kickinghorse Trail”, from Lake Louise over the Divide and
across the Yoho National Park to Golden—roads opening the
three central parks to through travel from east to west.

But between Banff and Jasper lay the richest section of the
whole Rockies, towards which motorists looked with longing
eyes. There, in a region almost inaccessible, the alpine
grandeur of the Canadian mountains, it had long been known,
reached a majestic culmination. The fascinating books written
by a handful of alpine climbers and scientists who had made
the first explorations; later government reports, the stories told
by mountain guides and the few travellers who made the three
weeks’ journey through by pony back were all agreed on one
point—this was the climax of the Rocky Mountains system.
The greatest aggregation of lofty peaks, they reported, the
finest and most extensive ice formations—glaciers, snowpeaks,
and icefields in bewildering profusion—were to be found here.
Along the whole length of the Great Divide for over a hundred
miles there was, in fact, an almost continuous cap of ice,
projecting down on both sides in innumerable glaciers, with
alpine beauty gradually increasing in intensity until it reached
its climax in the neighborhood of the great Columbia Icefield.

The first Commissioner of the National Parks of Canada,
Mr. Jas. B. Harkin, had begun to consider the feasibility of a

(3)
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Bow Glacier

steel-to-steel highway as éarly as the nineteen twenties and
on his instructions National Parks engineers made a number
of tentative location surveys. They reported that for a good
part of the way a practicable route was available along the
floor of the valleys. There were, however, two major engineer-
ing problems to be overcome—the ascent of the “Big Hill” to
the Sunwapta Pass and the crossing of Wilcox Pass. This was
not only one of the loftiest passes in the mountains, with steep
ascents on both sides, but owing to its position, it was free
from snow during only a few weeks in the year.

When construction began in 1931 both these problems had
been solved. The first was overcome by long spiral rock
cuttings which wind upwards, back and forth across the Big
Hill with such easy gradients that the motorist is scarcely
conscious of the steepness of the ascent; the second, by blasting
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a way over the west shoulder of Mt. Wilcox at a lower level.
As finally completed the road offers no difficulty to a careful
driver and it goes without saying that every intelligent driver
uses care on a mountain road.

Construction began during the depression of the early
thirties, partly as a relief measure for the unemployed. The
healthful, outdoor life, adequate food and a shelter, attracted
a number of men, some of them young college graduates who
could find no other employment, and though appropriations
were limited, the work was slowly pushed through. By the
end of 1939 the road was completed. On July Ist in the
following year, without official formalities, it was declared
open. Canada was then at war and tourist travel was at a
minimum. Not until peace was declared and the gasoline
restrictions were lifted did the tide of visitors begin.

For the first thirty-six miles the Banff-Jasper Highway follows
the existing link of the Trans-Canada Highway along the Bow
Valley from Banff to Lake Louise station. Here it turns north,
still following the Bow River, rising by a long easy climb of
26.5 miles to Bow Pass (6,785 ft.), which marks the watershed
between the waters flowing south to the Bow and north to
the North Saskatchewan. From Bow Pass the road drops down
to the remarkable Intramontane Trench, one of the striking
geographical features of the region, which lies like a long
cradle, roughly parallel with the Divide from Bow Pass to
Jasper. In places the continental watershed is less than four
miles away, in others as much as thirty miles, for the Great
Divide is highly erratic and resembles a crooked hairpin much
more than a straight line.

For nearly one hundred and fifty miles civilization is left
behind. The only thread tied to the outside world is the thin
line of the Forest Protection Service telephone, strung from
jackpine to jackpine along the way. A few gas pumps, one
service garage, two comfortable “Chalets” and several Bungalow
Camps provide for the needs and accommodation of travellers.

(5)



THE BANFF-JASPER HIGHWAY . . . .

Beyond, on either side of
the road, stretches the
mountain wilderness prac-
tically untouched as when
the first white man came.

Accompanying the road
from Bow Pass to Jasper go
four rivers, rivers with
musical Indian names that
linger in the memory —
Mistaya, Saskatchewan, Sun-
wapta, and Athabaska —
each of them occupying in
succession the deep cradle

Road Construction Camp of the Intramontane

Trench and each born from
the snows of the Great Divide. The road passes within walking
distance of the birthplace of the three first and one can follow
their course from the moment when the infant stream dribbles
from the tongue of its parent glacier till it sweeps out through a
transverse valley towards the plains. The pattern in each case
is the same—at first an insignificant rivulet, trickling from
glaciers which hang like huge icicles from the very eaves of
the continent, but soon, gathering strength, taking in trib-
utaries, becoming a wild ice-green torrent which goes rushing
down the valley, dashing over rocky ledges, clawing wildly
at boulders, unloosening them, bearing them along, until
heavy with the rock dust it has gathered, it slows down and
widens out into a filagree of sluggish channels as if to recover
its strength before it sweeps on again. Each stream cuts its
way through one or more dark canyons, with walls sometimes
two or three hundred feet in depth and only a few wide, where
the compressed water, cribbed, cabined and confined, lashes
itself into fury, and in the course of centuries has carved out
strange caverns and grottoes in the stubborn rock.

From Bow Pass onwards the road runs between two lines of
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towering mountains, many of them over 11,000 feet in height,
a veritable “Avenue of Giants”. North of Bow Pass the
average height of the Rockies increases and in the region
centred by the Columbia Icefield seventy percent of the
loftiest peaks of the system are found. Although Mt.
Robson (12,972 ft.), sixty miles to the north, is the highest
point in the Canadian mountains south of the Arctic, it
occupies an isolated position. It represents a great tower in
front of the main building. - The vast sea of ice known as the
Columbia Icefield is the true dome of the “roof of the Rockies".
A crystal dome, two thousand feet or more thick, made from
the snow accumulations of countless centuries, lifted above the
clouds upon the rocky shoulders of a score of glorious peaks!
Springing down from it on all sides curve the glistening arches
of great glaciers—the largest fifteen miles long and over two
wide—transformed as they reach the valleys into streams which
become the headwaters of rivers flowing to three oceans—the
Athabaska to the Arctic, the Saskatchewan to the North
Atlantic, and on the western side via Bush River and Tsar
Creek to the mighty Columbia and so to the Pacific.

The highway leads to the very foot of the Athabaska Glacier,
second largest of the great ice tentacles which project from the
Columbia Icefield, and the source of the ‘Mistahay-Shakaw-
Seepee”, or Great River of the Woods, as the Indians called the
Athabaska. The great ice sea, larger than the two largest in
Switzerland—the Ewige Schneefeld and the Aletsch Glacier—
combined, extends like a wide frozen plain three thousand feet
above, and can be reached without difficulty on pony-back.
This vast icefield, covering, with its attendant glaciers, 150
square miles, is the largest remnant south of the Arctic of the
great ice sheets which once covered the whole northern half
of this continent. The field lies far above timber line, so high
up that not even the hardiest plants can brave the eternal
cold, and this wide frozen expanse which has survived the heat
of forty thousand summers strangely stirs the imagination.

But though the Columbia is the largest, it is by no means
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Athabaska Glacier

the only icefield along the way. From the Kickinghorse Pass
northwards the skyline is white with ice, snowfields and glaciers
succeeding .one another and merging into one another for
almost a hundred miles. In places this ice cap which crowns
the Divide is clearly visible, glittering green-white against the
intense blue sky. It is the sudden glimpses of these snowy
wastes, the thrilling purity of glaciers shining against dark
precipice or green forest, and the serene grandeur of white
summits towering up into the clouds, which make the journey
through the heart of the Canadian Rockies so exciting. Every
mile brings a new picture, a new arrangement of line, mass,
and color to delight the eye and heart. Perhaps nowhere else
in the world can one see so many miles of continuous ice. The
Waputik and Wapta Icefields are within a day’s ride from Bow -
Lake. The Freshfield Icefield and the splendid group of peaks
which surround it can be reached by trail up the Howse River.
The Mons and Lyell fields lie farther north. The first can
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be reached by the trail up Forbes Brook, a tributary of the
Howse, to Bush Pass. The Lyell Icefield, with its fine glaciers,
dominated by five-peaked Mt. Lyell (11,495 ft.), which was
discovered by Hector forty years before the Columbia, sup-
plies the headwaters of both Arctomys Creek and the Alexandra
River, two important tributaries of the North Saskatchewan.
Although all these icefields have been mapped they are but
little known and they offer rich opportunities for exploration
both to the alpine climber and the lover of great mountain
scenery.

Moraine Lake, Valley of the Ten Peaks
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Four National Parks In One . . ..

The Banff-Jasper Highway is the last link in an extensive
system of National Park Highways which now ties together the
Banff, Yoho, Kootenay, and Jasper National Parks and makes
them into what is virtually one vast mountain playground.

| |G-

{i w HILE the boundaries of these reservations are not
i contiguous throughout, a glance at the map will show
: how they fit together. On the east slope the Banf
Park extends from the foothills to the Great Divide and about
thirty miles to the north and south of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, covering an area of 2,585 square miles. On the
west slope of the Rockies the Yoho and Kootenay Parks, in
British Columbia, adjoin the Banff Park at the Divide and
also touch each other, adding nearly 1,200 square miles more.
Jasper Park extends about thirty miles north of the Canadian
National Railway lines and approximately 65 miles south
of it, covering 4,200 square miles. Though each park is
administered separately, the motorist is scarcely conscious
when he passes from one to the other. By whichever gate he
enters he has before him nearly 8,000 square miles of National
Park territory. A region as large as some European kingdoms;
almost twice the mountainous area of Switzerland! All of
it set aside in the name of the people “in perpetuity”, as the
Act establishing it decrees, and maintained “for the benefit,
use, and enjoyment”.
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CANADA’S NATIONAL PARKS SYSTEM

Canada’s first National Park was an area of ten square miles
set in the vicinity of the Hot Springs at Banff. Who was the
original discoverer of the now famous waters is not known.
Legend says they were first used by an old and rheumatic
grizzly who had discovered that a bath in these warm waters
soothed his aching bones. A trapper, who later claimed com-
pensation rights, declared that he had found bear tracks on
Sulphur Mountain and following them up had come upon the
old bear soaking himself in the pool. It is probable that the
Indians had known of the existence of the springs for years,
but as usual they ascribed their peculiar behaviour, as they
did everything they could not understand, to evil spirits, and
regarded the spot as a place which it was wise to avoid.

It was not until engineering parties, laying out the line for
the Canadian Pacific Railway, came up the Bow Valley in
1883, that the existence of these springs became known to the
outside world. From their camp in the valley they noted a
persistent column of steam on the opposite side of the river.
They decided to investigate it and hastily constructing a raft
went across. As they came near they saw that the steam
was rising from a hole about as wide as a man’s body, twenty
feet or so up. Peering down they could hear water gurgling
in the steaming darkness below. A felled tree served for
ladder and, descending, they found themselves in a small cave
evidently hollowed out by the hot subterranean waters, which
had first blown out an opening in the top of the cave, but
later, had forced a lateral way along a crack in the strata to
another pool outside. The high temperature of the waters
showed that this was one of the hottest springs yet discovered
in Canada and the C. P. R. men at once made an official report
of their find.
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As the railway neared completion the government received
numerous applications for the right to develop the springs and
a surprising number of claimants as original discoverers
appeared. Indeed, everyone but the old grizzly appeared to
be demanding compensation. Faced with so many claimants
the government decided to operate the springs themselves.
The Hot Springs of Arkansas were then at the height of their
popularity and “spas” were the fashion. In 1885 the last spike
was driven in the railway line at Craigellachie in the Selkirk
mountains and the great engineering feat was completed. The
more-than-Chinese-wall of the mountains, which had so long
divided Canada, had been conquered and Canada became in
reality what she had hitherto been in name only, “a Dominion
from sea to sea.”

As guests of the railway in the first train over the new line
went a large number of members of parliament and senators.
They came back with imaginations stirred by the beauty and
wonder of the mountains and with a new conception of the
greatness of their own land. When, in the following session,
a bill was brought down to create a national park at Banff,
it was warmly supported by both sides of the House.

Since the railway then did not carry dining cars the C. P. R.
built comfortable inns at several points—Lake Louise, Field,
and Glacier—and the government reserved small areas in their
immediate neighborhood to preserve the environment, which
were called park reserves. Having done this much the govern-
ment promptly forgot all about them. The only park with
a real organization was the soon enlarged Banff Park. Here
an energetic local superintendent, Mr. Howard Douglas,
managed to secure small appropriations and did what he could
to improve the fast-growing town of Banff. At Ottawa the
reserves were passed about like orphans from one adminis-
trative office to another, and got a scanty share of government
appropriations.

Following the historic Conference on the Conservation of
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Natural Resources called at Washington by Theodore
Roosevelt in 1907, to which Canada sent her energtic Minister
of the Interior, the Hon. Clifford Sifton, a vigorous policy for
the preservation and development of all the natural resources
of Canada was undertaken. At this conference the surprising
theory that the natural beauty of a country should be included
among its sources of wealth was put forth for the first time, and
the great principle laid down that places of outstanding beauty
and interest belonged by right to the whole people. Animated
by the new gospel the U. S. A. has set aside a number of reser-
vations for the preservation of natural wonders. Canada had
no geysers or volcanoes, but in her western mountains she
possessed a region as glorious as that which had made Switzer-
land for a century the playground of the world.

In 1911 the Dominion House passed a bill establishing all
the reserves which had been set aside as National Parks and
providing for their administration under a special branch of
government, to be presided over by an officer who was to be
known as the Commissioner of Dominion (afterwards
National) Parks.

Mr. Jas. B. Harkin was given the post. He was young,
energetic, enthusiastic, imaginative and dowered not only with
a practical idealism but with a rare capacity for disinterested
service. To this unusual combination of abilities the active
development which took place during his twenty-five years in
office is largely due. In one of his early reports he set forth
his belief in the value of these great reservations of the beauty
of Nature, a creed which underlay all his future work. TIe
wrote:

“National Parks are maintained for all the people—
for the ill that they may be restored; for the well that
they may be fortified and inspired by the sunshine, the
fresh air, the beauty, and all the other healing, ennobling
agencies of Nature. They exist in order that every citizen
of Canada may satisfy his craving for Nature and Nature’s
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beauty; that he may absorb the poise and restfulness of
the forests; that he may fill his soul with the brillance of
the wild flowers and the sublimity of the mountain peaks;
that he may develop the buoyancy, the joy, and the activity
that he sees in the wild animals; that he may stock his
brain and mind with great thoughts, noble ideals; that
he may be made better, be healthier, and happier.”

The total areas of the seven reservations which were then
designated “National Parks”, including two buffalo reserves,
was a little over 7,000 square miles. Today there are 22
National Parks in Canada, one or more in every province of
the Dominion, with a total area of over 16,000 square miles.
The Parks Branch also has charge of the conservation of nearly
extinct animals such as buffalo, elk, antelope and muskox,
the preservation of migratory birds, and the marking and
preservation of historic and pre-historic sites.

The title to all land in the National Parks remains vested
in the Crown, but leases are granted for long periods for
business or residential purposes. Building is controlled and
all plans for new construction must be passed by the Archi-
tectural Division. Streets, sidewalks, water, sewer, and electric
lighting facilities, and all other municipal services are main-
tained by the government, as well as most recreational facilities
such as golf links, recreational grounds, public baths and
bathing pools, museums, motor campsites, etc., together with
an active fire and forest protection service. Hundreds of miles
of roads and nearly two thousand miles of trails have also been
built, opening these beautiful regions each year to ever wider
use by the public.

Within these wide boundaries man’s ancient birthright in
the beauty and wonder and solitariness of the earth are given
back to him. Everywhere else the loveliness and dignity of the
landscape may be vulgarized, spoiled by commercialism, lost
in cities, or snatched away and fenced in by the privileged few.
But here, in his name, for his enjoyment, and usually with his
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co-operation, they are revered, protected, and preserved. He
may travel for hundreds of miles and know that no billboard
will lift its ugly head; no factory discharge its refuse into
crystal lake or stream. One permit allows him to travel
through the four great parks of the central Rockies with fishing
privileges as well, and in each he will find many provisions for
his comfort, convenience, protection, and recreation.

Government motor camps, equipped with free Kkitchen
shelters, campstoves, fuel and running water are to be found
along all park highways. Tent camping permits cost one dollar
for each two-week period. There is a fee of two dollars for
automobile cabin trailers for each two-week period or fraction
thereof. Full information with regard to the park regulations.
campsites and other accommodation, as well as maps and
folders, may be obtained in each park upon application at the
Administration Office. In Banff there is a special Information
Bureau located in the Museum at the north end of the Bow
Bridge. At Jasper the Information Bureau is in the Adminis-
tration Office Building, near the C.N. Railway Station.







