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This replica of the 1888 map is published to commemorate the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the founding of the North-West Mounted Police on August 30, 1873 
and to salute the long and distinguished record of service to Canada by this Force and 
its present descendant, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
It shows the patrol system at its fullest development. It also displays the period of 

transition, showing many of the features of the old western frontier before the growing 
tide of settlement had radically changed the appearance of the land. 
One of the most important features on the map is the location of the 49th Parallel of 
Latitude, or the Medicine Line, as the Indians called it. This was surveyed in 1872-74 
by the North American Boundary Commission, which marked the line by a row of 

earth mounds, about six feet high, every two or three miles. At the height of the patrol 
system, the entire border area from the Ontario boundary 800 miles westward to the 
Rocky Mountains was covered by the North-West Mounted Police. One result was a 
significant reduction in smuggling and horse stealing, two of the most common crimes 
of the period. This map was an essential aid to all detachments and men on patrol. 



THE MYTH OF THE MOUNTIES as neutral arbiters between Aboriginal 
peoples and incoming settlers remains a cornerstone of the western 
Canadian narrative of a peaceful frontier experience that differs 

dramatically from its American equivalent. Walter Hildebrandt eviscerates 
this myth, placing the NWMP and early settlement in an international 
framework of imperialist plunder and the imposition of colonialist ideology. 
Fort Battleford, as an architectural endeavour, and as a Euro-Canadian settle­
ment, oozed British and central Canadian values. The Mounties, like the 
Ottawa government that paid their salaries, "were in the West to assure that 
a new cultural template of social behaviour would replace the one they 
found." The newcomers were blind to the cultural values and material achieve­
ments of the millennia-long residents of the North-West. Unlike their fur 
trade predecessors, the settler state had little need to respect or accommo­
date Aboriginal people. Following policies that resulted in starvation for 
Natives, the colonizers then responded brutally to the uprising of some of 
the oppressed in 1885. Hildebrandt's ability to view these events from the 
indigenous viewpoint places the Mounties, the Canadian state, and the 
regional settlement experience under an entirely different spotlight. 

Walter Hildebrandt uses Fort Battleford as a lens through which to view the 

changes in the late 19th-century North-West caused by the arrival of Canadian 

federal authority. And he pulls no punches, calling this process by its proper 

name: imperial conquest. In listening carefully to the voices of the dispossessed 

First Nations and Metis peoples, Hildebrandt offers a challenge to the cherished 

myth of peaceful Canadian westward expansion. 

— Andrew Graybill, author o/Policing the Great Plains: Rangers, 
Mounties, and the North American Frontier, 1875-1910 
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