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During World War II the Canadian government forcedly removed to inland areas nearly 22,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry living within 100 miles of the West Coast. Some 75 percent of the internees were
Canadian citizens. Although the term “internment” is no longer widely used in the United States (US Na-
tional Park Service 2021), in Canada it is the accepted term for the incarceration of Canadians with Japa-
nese ancestry during and after World War II.

The British Columbia Security Commission (BCSC) was created on March 4, 1942, to oversee the forced
removal and the confiscation of all the internees’ property. Men were the first to be removed and were
sent to highway work camps. Those that resisted were sent to Prisoner of War camps in Ontario. Japa-
nese-owned fishing boats, cars, and other property were sold to help finance the internment.

Many of the Canadians of Japanese ancestry spent weeks at the Hastings Park exhibition grounds while
inland confinement facilities were being readied. These facilities included repurposed “ghost” towns, pur-
pose-built internment camps, self-supporting projects, and highway work camps (Figures 1 and 2). About
3,500 Japanese Canadians opted to sign contracts to work on sugar beet farms outside British Columbia.

Those who had been exiled from the West Coast could not return until 1949. Until that time, the Japanese
Canadians were told to “go east or go home,” meaning they could resettle east of the Canadian Rocky
Mountains or go to Japan, which many had never seen. In most cases, their homes on the West Coast had
been sold by the government to defray the costs of the mass internment.

In 1988, Canadian Prime Minister Mulroney acknowledged the Canadian government’s wrongful treat-
ment of the Nikkei and reached a redress settlement with the Japanese Canadian community.

This report describes 25 of the World War II Japanese Canadian internment sites, all located in British
Columbia. Field visits were funded by a National Park Foundation Albright-Wirth Employee Develop-
ment Grant.

CLEARING STATION
Over 8,000 people passed through the Hastings Park Clearing Station between March 16 and September
30, 1942. The peak population was 3,866. The only clearing station on the West Coast, Hastings Park was
equivalent to what were called “Assembly Centers” in the United States.

Hastings Park Clearing Station (Figures 3-22)

The Canadian government used many of the existing buildings at the Pacific National Exhibition
Grounds in East Vancouver to detain Japanese Canadians prior to sending them to other facilities in the
interior of British Columbia.

Livestock buildings were used to house women and children. Other buildings were used for men’s and
boys’ dormitories, kitchens, dining rooms, and classrooms. There was also a 105-bed hospital, mostly for
tuberculosis (TB) patients. Impounded vehicles were stored on the infield of the race track. Approximate-
ly 100 tuberculosis patients remained at Hastings Park until the sanitarium at New Denver was completed
in 1943.



Today four historic buildings that were used during World War II for the internment remain. All four
buildings are well-maintained and have their World War II appearance.

The Livestock Building, built between 1929 and 1939, is a large, single-story concrete and steel truss ex-
hibition building with Art Moderne stylistic details. The Livestock Building was used as the women’s and
children’s dormitory and as a hospital and clinic. It housed more than 3,100 people. The Japanese Cana-
dian internment is commemorated in a marker on the building near its main north side entrance, and in
two interpretive waysides near other entrances.

The Rollerland building, built in 1931 in the Art Deco style, was originally the Pure Food Building. For
the interned Japanese Canadians, it served as a dormitory for boys (ages 13-18) and as a wash house for
everyone. There is now an interpretive wayside sign at its east entrance.

The Forum, also in the Art Deco style, was built in 1933. It was originally the Automotive and Ice Rink
Building. Over 1,200 men and boys over 18 were housed in this building in a sea of bunk beds. There is an
interpretive wayside on the south side of the building, between it and the Garden Auditorium.

The Garden Auditorium was built in 1939-1940 in the Streamlined Art Moderne style. It was originally
the Education Building. During the internment it was primarily used for education programs. Students
received lectures while sitting on the bleachers in the sports arena and there were high school classrooms
set up in the rafters. Information on this building’s World War II internment history is included on the in-
terpretive wayside at the Forum.

To the east of the Forum and Garden Auditorium is the Momiji Garden (Maple Leaf Garden), created in
1993 to commemorate Japanese Canadian Redress. At the garden entrance there are several commemo-
rative markers, including one placed by the Historic Site and Monuments Board of Canada. The garden
includes a large pond with a waterfall, a ramada, and walking paths.

In December 2024 the Vancouver City Council approved an interpretive center within the Livestock
Building to be funded and built by the Japanese Canadian Hastings Park Interpretive Centre Society.

REPURPOSED TOWNS
Five of the internment sites were repurposed towns. Sometimes called “ghost towns,” these towns were
not abandoned, but had declined in population so that many vacant buildings were available to house the
exiled Japanese Canadians. However, typically two families shared a room and kitchens and bathrooms
were communal.

Greenwood Repurposed Town (Figures 23-34)

Greenwood was the first town in British Columbia to accept the exiled Japanese Canadians. Once a pros-
perous mining town with over 3,000 people, by the start of World War II it had fewer than 400 residents.
The Franciscan Sisters and Friars promised to be responsible for both the welfare of the Japanese Cana-
dians and the safety of the community. Most, if not all, of the internees who came to Greenwood were
Catholic. Families moved into empty hotels, houses, and commercial buildings. Over 1,200 Japanese Ca-
nadians, including twelve veterans of World War I, were housed in Greenwood. A few families eventually
moved to the nearby town of Midway attracted by employment opportunities there.

The Greenwood Museum has an exhibit about the internment. Many historic buildings remain in town,
some of which have historic markers, including the church used by the Japanese Canadians. A park lo-
cated on the outskirts of downtown was renamed Ohairi Park in 1998 to commemorate the internment.
Chuck Tasaka, a Sansei and former resident of Greenwood, spearheaded the Nikkei Legacy Park Resto-
ration Project, and Nikkei Legacy Park is the current name. It includes a ramada, exhibits, and a camp-

2 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



ground. Mr. Tasaka, working with Japanese gardeners from Vancouver, is currently creating a Japanese
garden at the park. There is no known on-site interpretation at Midway.

Kaslo Repurposed Town (Figures35-46)

Located on the west shore of Kootenay Lake in southeastern British Columbia, Kaslo was the second
“ghost town” where Japanese Canadians were relocated. A prosperous mining, logging, and shipping
town at the beginning of the twentieth century, the town’s population declined after World War I. Fifty-
two abandoned buildings and 30 acres for a garden were leased. About 1,200 Japanese Canadians were
interned at Kaslo, most of whom arrived via ferry.

The Japanese Canadian internment is described in a roadside exhibit at the south entrance to the town.
Many historic buildings remain in the town including a few with historic markers detailing their World
War II internment history. The reconstructed Kaslo Hotel on Front Street includes exterior panels telling
the history: it had been abandoned by the beginning of World War II and acquired by the village govern-
ment for non-payment of taxes. During the war up to 200 Japanese Canadians were housed in the derelict
hotel. Since then, the hotel was razed and completely rebuilt but resembles its original historic form.

The Japanese Canadian Internment Museum at the Langham Cultural Centre tells the story of the intern-
ment. The Langham Hotel was built in 1896 during the mining boom of 1897-1898. The top two floors
were used as a rooming house, the lower floor for offices and a bar. During WW II, it housed Japanese
Canadian families (78 residents). In the 1970’s the building was abandoned but was rescued from destruc-
tion and renovated to become the Langham Cultural Centre. Its two art galleries and the Japanese Ca-
nadian Museum upstairs are open to the public. The Museum opened in 1993 and has an extensive self-
guided display of archival material and a room furnished as it might have been when Japanese Canadian
families were interned there. At the back of the Cultural Center there is a recently built Japanese garden.

New Denver Repurposed Town (Figures 47-79)

New Denver was the center of four small internment camps, and the BCSC’s administrative headquarters
was at the Bank of Montreal Building in downtown New Denver, now the Silvery Slocan Museum. Rela-
tively few existing buildings were available, so the internees had to construct their own housing. A skat-
ing rink was used for the first arrivals; it included a carpenter shop where prefabricated components of
shacks were made.

At Orchard Camp, located in a field south of New Denver, the internees built 275 tarpaper shacks, which
housed up to 1,600 Japanese Canadians. The internees also built a large sanatorium building for internees
with tuberculosis. When the other internment sites were dismantled or evacuated after the war, Orchard
Camp remained, operated by the BCSC until 1957. New Denver functioned as a holding area for intern-
ees sent from closed camps. Sanitorium patients and their families were allowed to remain in the Orchard
shacks. In 1960, the Provincial Government deeded the homes and lots to the Japanese Canadian resi-
dents who had remained in New Denver after the forced internment ended.

At the 60-acre Harris Ranch, located 1.5 miles south of New Denver, the internees built 23 shacks and a
bath house (called “Far Field”) and an old ranch house was used as the “Old Bachelors’ Home,” housing
50 elderly men. The families at Harris Ranch cultivated 27 acres of gardens. Behind the Old Bachelors’
Home, they built ornamental western and Japanese gardens.

Nelson Ranch was a small 2-acre site where a barn was converted into a men’s dormitory. Located just
northeast of New Denver, the internees could access the town’s schools and shops.

Thring’s Ranch is identified as an internment camp near New Denver in the Nikkei Interment Memorial
Centre in New Denver, but no additional information was found on the site.
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At aroadside pullout in New Denver there is an interpretive panel detailing the New Denver camps and
another panel highlighting historic sites and buildings that can be seen.

The Nikkei Internment Centre (established in 1994) is located in the former Orchard Camp and includes
an in-place historic building and three relocated shacks, as well as a modern building and a modern Japa-
nese garden. It was designated a National Historic site in 2007.

The in-place historic building is Kyowakai Hall, built in 1943 and used as the social, political, and cultural
center for the Japanese Canadians in the New Denver community. Today it houses exhibits about the
internment, including a temple and a tent similar to those used to house the internees before the shacks
were built.

Of the three relocated shacks, one is used as the visitor center, one is set up to appear as it would have
looked from 1942 through1945, and one is set up to look as the housing was used from 1945 to 1957.
The center also includes a replica outhouse, a vegetable garden, and a replica of the Peace Arch first built
in 1940s. The modern building is Centennial Hall, built in 1977 and not open to the public. Heiwa Teien
(Peace Garden), a Japanese dry garden, weaves around the buildings.

Also in the former Orchard Camp area is Centennial Park, which includes a public campground, recre-
ation facilities, and the Kohan Reflection Garden, a Japanese-style garden built in 1989 to honor the Japa-
nese Canadians interned during and after World War II.

The Sanatorium building built by internees remains and is used as part of a hospital. Some of the small
houses within the Orchard Camp area were likely constructed for the World War II internment, and have
since been modernized. Within New Denver proper there are many historic buildings, including the
BCSC Headquarters, churches, and other buildings related to the internment.

The Harris Ranch site is a mostly open area, with some likely historic buildings. The old men’s home is
still there. The site of the shacks and bath house is an open field. There is no on-site interpretation. Nel-
son Ranch and Thring’s Ranch were not visited.

Sandan Repurposed Town (Figures 80-85)

In 1942 Sandan was a mostly abandoned mining town with a population of 20. About 55 buildings were
built or renovated to house 933 mostly elderly internees. Thirteen acres were used for growing vegetables.
Work opportunities were limited.

Several historic buildings remain, including one that houses the Sandan History Museum. The museum
has artifacts and a small exhibit about the internment. The building was used to house Japanese Cana-
dians and has a historic marker with that information. The roadside panel at New Denver also includes
information about Sandan.

Slocan City Repurposed Town (Figures 86-96)

Slocan City, located near the southern end of Slocan Lake, had over 1500 residents when the town was
incorporated in 1901, but by 1941, only 177 people remained. By the end of 1942, 595 Japanese Canadi-
ans had moved into the town’s abandoned hotels, buildings, and houses.

Three stops on the Slocan City’s historic walking tour refer to the internment. First, the IOOF building,
first used for housing and later as a community center, is still standing. Internment-era graffiti and the
building’s connection to the Japanese Canadian internment is explained in an interpretive sign on the
side of the building. Second, the Slocan Buddhist Mission Society built a memorial at the city cemetery.
An interpretive sign there explains that the memorial has been restored and is being maintained. Third,
the internment is mentioned on an interpretive sign on Main Street at Lake Avenue, at the waterfront.
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Japanese-Canadian author Joy Kogawa’s childhood home during the internment period still remains, but
it is unmarked.

INTERNMENT CAMPS
Three internment camps were established south of Slocan City: Bay Farm, Popoft, and Lemon Creek.
Internment camps were also built at Rosebury, about 3 miles north of New Denver, and at Tashme in the
Sunshine Valley 80 miles east of Vancouver (within the exclusion zone). Bay Farm, Popoff, and Lemon
Creek are described on the roadside interpretive sign at Slocan City. Rosebery is included in the roadside
panel at New Denver. Tashme has its own roadside interpretive panel.

Bay Farm Internment Camp (Figures 97-99)

Located just south of Slocan City, Bay Farm housed 1,376 internees. They were first housed in World War
I-era tents, until the internees built their own shacks, each of which housed two families. There was no
indoor plumbing. The area is now scattered homes, and the former railroad grade adjacent to the camp is
now a bike path. There is no on-site interpretation.

Lemon Creek Internment Camp (Figures 100-109)

Built on leased land, the Lemon Creek Internment Camp housed 1,851 Japanese Canadians. The camp
included a church, a Buddhist temple, and three stores. There is a wayside exhibit along a bicycle trail
(Slocan Valley Rail Trail, a former railroad grade) overlooking the camp site, most of which is today a large
open field. There is a small private campground and residences to the north. Residents report that all of
the topsoil was removed from the open field and sold to farmers, but in the forested areas surrounding
the field there are the ruins of a Japanese garden, rock alignments, rock steps, and other remains. Neigh-
bors have found historic artifacts, including Japanese ceramics, while gardening.

Tashme Internment Camp (Figures 110-128)

Tashme was the largest of the internment camps, and the last built. Located 14 miles southeast of Hope
on a livestock and dairy farm, it housed 2,636 people. First it was used for families of men working on the
highway, then in 1945 the camp became a collection place for those being repatriated to Japan.

Existing farm buildings for a depression-era relief camp were repurposed, and the rest of the housing
was built by internees. It included 347 small shacks along 10 north-south roads. A large barn was used for
38 apartments on two floors, with a communal kitchen on each floor. A sheep barn was used as a single
men’s living quarters. The camp included four bath houses, a store, BCSC offices, a warehouse, and gar-
dens. Nearby were a Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) compound, a post office, a power plant, a
bakery, a butcher shop, a mess hall, and a hospital.

The Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum is located in the original Tashme butcher shop. Next to the mu-
seum are replica shacks, outdoor exhibits, and a memorial garden. Exhibits showcase artifacts and pho-
tographs and a video is shown in its 25-seat theatre room. There is also a historic marker at the highway
entrance to the settlement.

The area of the 347 shacks is now an open field with a developed campground. The barn that was used
for apartments and an attached building that was used as an old men’s home are now the Sunshine Valley
Community Centre. A stable, silos, and the miso/soy factory are still present.

Popoff Internment Camp (Figures 129 and 130)

Popoff Internment Camp, created on the leased Popoft family farm, housed nearly 1,000 Japanese Ca-
nadians. The interpretive sign at Slocan City explains that it functioned as an initial holding ground for
internees newly arriving from the coast. First housed in tents surrounded by snow, the internees eventu-
ally built small family shacks, large dormitories, and a school. The area now is a large open field. There is
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a wayside exhibit along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail (the former railroad grade) west of the camp site, most
of which is today a large open field. Reportedly, there is some butterbur (fuki) on the north side of the
property remaining from an internment camp garden.

Rosebery Internment Camp (Figures 131-133)

North of New Denver, 365 Japanese Canadians (including 100 children), lived at Rosebery. Most of the
adults were Japanese nationals. The internment camp site is located on private property and Rosebery
Parklands. Now the area has scattered homes. The Nakusp and Slocan Railroad is now a bike path (Ga-
lena Trail). There is no on-site interpretation.

SELF-SUPPORTING PROJECTS
Some 3,000 more-affluent Japanese Canadians were permitted to leave the coast in groups and settle in
so-called “self-supporting projects” at their own expense.

Christina Lake Self-Supporting Project (Figures 134 and 135)

The Alpine Inn at Christina Lake was used to house Japanese families interned away from the coast for
the duration of World War II. Christina Lake housed 109 internees; the internees worked in logging and
at a shingle mill. One family built fishing boats, as they had done before exile, and shipped the boats to
the coast via rail. There is no known on-site interpretation. The Alpine Inn burned down in 1951. Parts
of the old sidewalk still exist across the street from the modern Sunflower Inn. The Boundary Museum &
Archives in Grand Forks, BC, has a display with Nobby Hamagami’s memories. In 2013, she was the last
remaining resident of the Alpine Inn at Christina Lake.

Bridge River Self-Supporting Project (Figures 136-140)

Bridge River was a self-supporting project at an abandoned hydroelectric project company town. The
cottages, hotel, hospital, and community hall of the former town were used to house 269 Japanese Cana-
dians. Little remains from the World War II era, but there is a wayside exhibit at the Bridge River Public
Library. Behind and uphill of the wayside exhibit there is a model-sized castle made of stones and cement
that was constructed by internees. It has been restored.

East Lillooet Self-Supporting Project (Figures141-153)

Located about 1.5 miles southeast of the town of Lillooet, the East Lillooet self-supporting project was
built on 40 acres of leased land. The first arrivals built 62 shacks, flumes to provide water, and a perimeter
fence. It eventually held 309 internees. They built a school and community garden and a tomato cannery.

Today there is a roadside interpretive panel and a Memorial Garden overlooking the internment site. The
site is now modern homes, a church, and open fields. In the nearby town, the Lillooet Museum discusses
the internment, and the Miyazaki Heritage House is set up as a memorial to Dr. Miyazaki. Dr. Miyazaki
was interned at Bridge River, then moved to Lillooet in 1945 to become the town doctor. The house
served as his home and medical office. He purchased the home in 1947 after the ban on Japanese Canadi-
ans owning property was lifted, and later donated the house to the town.

Grand Forks Self-Supporting Project

East of Greenwood, Grand Forks housed over 300 Japanese Canadians. They worked for local farmers. In
1943 girls from Greenwood were recruited to work at the local hospital. There is no known on-site inter-
pretation.

McGillivray Self-Supporting Project (Figure 154)

This self-supporting project was located just inside the restricted zone but was not considered a risk be-
cause it was isolated and had no road access. It was located at a former railroad resort, with a lodge and
cabins, and a nearby sawmill provided employment for at least some of its 70 internees. Original access
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was via train and today requires a boat or a 5.5-mile hike along the railroad.

Minto City Self-Supporting Project (Figures 155-161)

Located 40 miles northwest of Lillooet, the Minto City self-supporting project housed a total population
of 322. Internees lived in an abandoned mining town that had houses, a hotel, a post office, and stores.
Minto City was the most isolated internment site, but notably it had electricity and indoor plumbing. In-
ternees created flower and vegetable gardens and worked at local industries, including a sawmill.

In 1958 Carpenter Lake was enlarged as part of the Bridge River Power Project and covered the town.
Ruins of the town can be seen at the edge of the reservoir. Structural remains and abundant artifacts
(including Japanese ceramics) have been exposed by the fluctuating water level. There is an interpretive
Wayside Exhibit at a nearby campground (Gun Creek Recreation Site).

Taylor Lake Self-Supporting Project

This self-supporting project was an “industrial project” located at a logging camp railway siding, with
bunkhouses and a cookhouse as well as tarpaper shacks. The population of 180 internees worked at a
pulp and paper plant. The internees built a two-room schoolhouse. Still remote, this internment site was
not visited.

ROAD CAMP PROJECTS
Many men were separated from their families and sent to camps to work on highway projects. Three of
these projects were within British Columbia and one was in Ontario.

Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project (Figures 162-169)

With a total population of about 296, the Hope-Princeton Highway Road Camp Project included seven
temporary camps: 11 Mile Camp, 15 Mile Camp, Summit Camp No. 4, Camp No. 2, Camp No. 3, Camp
No. 5, and Camp No. 1 (west to east). Each camp held between 23 and 200 men. The internees built 13
miles of road. Originally, there was one camp at each end of the highway, and new camps were added as
work progressed. Several depression-era relief camps with tarpaper-covered shiplap houses were repur-
posed. Today there is a roadside exhibit near 15 Mile Camp, but most of the Hope-Princeton Road is in a
narrow heavily forested canyon. A Japanese garden in the town of Hope commemorates the internment.
The garden includes a small pond and waterfall.

Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Camp Project (Figures 172-177)

This project, between the towns of Sicamous and Revelstoke, included six camps: Three Valley Gap, Grif-
fin Lake, Taft, North Fork, Yard Creek, Solsqua, with a total population of 346 internees.

The camps were located on terraces and flats along the Eagle River. Today there is a roadside exhibit at
the Rutherford Beach Rest Area overlooking Three Valley Lake. The nearby Three Valley Gap Heritage
Ghost Town has over 25 historic buildings, most of them relocated from elsewhere, centered around a
railway roundhouse. One of the buildings contains an interpretive exhibit about the internment. The
camp sites are now a mix of developed and undeveloped areas.

Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project

The Yellowhead Blue River Road Camp Project was one of the first internee camps, with the first group
of Japanese Canadians arriving February 23, 1942. It included 19 camps and housed up to 1,561 Japanese
Canadian men. Internees constructed their own living quarters while housed in railroad bunk cars. They
also built bath houses, rock gardens, and vegetable gardens, and built gardens and baseball fields at many
of the road camps. Eventually married men were removed and interned with their families, leaving 294
men in five camps. The internees built over 32 miles of road and 7 permanent and 12 temporary bridges.
Most of the camps were destroyed, some became rest areas. One of the rest areas includes a wayside ex-
hibit. None were visited.
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THE POWER OF PLACE

Nearly all the sites related to the Japanese Canadian internment during World II have on-site interpreta-
tion. The main sites that do not are Bay Farm and Rosebery, which could have interpretive signs placed
along the bicycle trail that crosses them. Most of the major sites also have interpretive centers, and there’s
planning for an interpretive center at Hastings Park. The complex of sites around Slocan City could ben-
efit from an interpretive center or at least a focal point for visitors. Potential locations include the IOOF
Hall and Joy Kogawa’s home in Slocan City, or the Japanese garden at Lemon Creek if it is determined to
have been constructed by internees. The modern Japanese gardens that have been constructed at or near
many of the internment sites show pride in heritage but also provide a place for contemplation and heal-

ing.

One common lament is that nothing remains at confinement sites, but there is almost always something
left, from an archeological perspective. More detailed archeological investigations, which would include
interviews with local landowners who would know the most about what is on their properties, would no
doubt find many traces of the internment. Most of the camps have relatively little post-World War II de-
velopment, which is conducive to both archeology and public interpretation.

The Japanese Canadian community and the British Columbia provincial government has done a com-
mendable job of highlighting the sites of internment so that they are remembered, both for the personal,
cultural, and societal toll the internment took in the past, and as a cautionary tale for the future.
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Figure 3. Women’s housing, Livestock Building, Hastings
Park.
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Figure 9. South (back) side of Livestock Building, Hastings B Figure 10. Interpretive panel on the south side of the
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Figure 22. Momiji Garden with Garden Auditorium in back-
ground.
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Figure 25. Greenwood buildings that were used to house Figure 26. Pacific Hotel marker.
Japanese Canadians during World War II.

Figure 30. Nikkei Legacy Park.
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Flgure 31. RoadS|de |nterpretat|ve sign at N|kke| Legacy
Park. Park.

Figure 35. Steamboat Jﬁnloadmg Japanese Canadians at

Kaslo.

ﬁéure 37.Engham Building, Kaslo. Figure 38. Langham Building, Kaslo.
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Fgure 51.Nikei Internment Memorial Center, ﬁéw enver.
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Figure 55. Interior of 1942-1945 shack, Nikkei Internment
Memorial Center, New Denver.
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Figure 59. First home exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.

Figure 61. Temple exhibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre.
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Figure 62. Bathhouse e)'(hibit, Nikkei Internment Memorial Figure 63. Outhouse exhibit, ikkei Internment Memorial
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Figure rden), Nikkei Internment Figure 65. Portion of Heiwa Teien (Peace Garden), Nikkei
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Figure 66. Replica Peace Arch, Nikkei Internment Memorial Figur ard Camp area being
Centre. renovated.

Figure 68. Former BCSC New Denver headquarters, now a
museum.
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s Home, Harris Ranch.

Figur 71. Sanatorium, New Denver.
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Figure 72. Interpretive panels at Centennial Park, New

Figure 73. Slocan Lake at Centennial Park, New Denver.
Denver70

National Park Service (USA) 11
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Figure 80. Sandan in 1942.
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Figu}e 82. Sandan, brick buildin

Figur 83.

Figure 85. Wooden bathtub made by internees, Sandan
Museum.

National Park Service (USA) 13




Figure 87. Slocan City during internment.

Figure 92 Way3|de panel Slocan City.

14 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

Intern rnent Days

Dl laveaapn 12 @i BHE0 0T Lhar o B
g A Rl s we b Tor By e ned

n Toue campa Ha
Lmpwasan Siocan It pPpens
e Linman Gk Here

Movies | dancas,
waddings, funerals,
theairo, gamos and
culiural sranis

havae boan hald Thet

At thin Hall

i A} P ;

LOIOF hall was HErnad v b (he soem:r Commion, ToF Seneralions Lid
Initiaily used for res wn; il later b o Comm- ::;::
entre IRSTRmART e grailin was discocs red Cani
o of the bailding during tensvalicne by the vl
Mulull “Ham Migadhita, Popafl & Slocen” was well Wan

prosarvod, M Miyaahita s well known musician snd mais
AP1ES a5 Farn Suedhh Mivs. laler mosved Lo Totenis. He the |
paEead om Mo 2018 al sga B4 Hic cignature on the

Hall was s cve bad b sk Latar
Acknowledging Rich Haritage The Communit‘]r Hall

Othaially calted the Silvery Slocan Sacial Conee,

Figure 91 Interpretlve panel, IOOF Hall, Slocan City.

Figure 93. Buddhist Memorial, Slon City.



Figure 95. Slocan City Cemetery.

Figure 98. Site of Bay Farm Internment Camp.

National Park Service (USA) 15
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Figure 99. Sketch map of Bay Farm, Popoff, -and Slocan internment sites.x.

16 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



Figure 103. Open field where much of the Lemon Creek In-
ternment Camp was located.

reek.

National Park Service (USA) 17
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Figure 110. Tashme Internment Camp, 1940s. Tashme Internmer:t Camp
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Figure 113. Replica shack, Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

Figur 116. Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum.

National Park Service (USA) 19




Dedicated o Seichira and Hisoko Tonogal

ity gl Sty W e e Ry, ey, g mR Py S Sl
Tl et = Py e lervire dvs smr 107 oopmp Bl (i ool S
b Iy tovker (AT

e g st 113 o s e P - In 1842 over 21,000 Japaness
b - 2 Canadians were unjustifiably
Mt 2N A . “ | removed from British Columbia's
- B [Pl . . ¢ t coast. Tashme internment camp
held over 2,644 men, women,
and children who lived in 347
crude tarpaper shacks. Despite
horrible living conditions, the
community organized stores,
schools, churches, and a hospital
at this site.

f il . f F E: P : & e " - - e
Figure 119. One of several plaque on benches at the Sun-
shine Valley Tashme Museum.

Sl i3

Figure 120. Roads
Tashme Museum.

) 3
ide interpretive p

Figur 121. Historic marker, Tshe.

aneT at Sunshiné. Valley
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Figure 122. Husing area, Tashme. Figure 123. Campground cabins at site of Tashme housing
area.

T

e

Figure 125. Stable, Tashme. D Figure 126. Miso/Soy Sauce Factory, Tashme.

National Park Service (USA) 21




'Figure 127. Silos, sh. . ) o ' Figure 128. Site of school, store, and other lildings,
Tashme.

22 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites



Figure 130. Popoff Internment Camp, 1940s.

Figure 133. Site of Rosebery. '

Figure 135. Christina Lake.

Figure 134. Alpine Inn, Christina Lake.
National Park Service (USA) 23
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Figr 138. Cstle, Bldge River.
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Figure 144. Kingdom Hall of Jehov
East Lillooet housing.

.

Lillooet

Figure 146. Roadside interpretive p
Memorial Garden.
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Figure 152. Interpretive pa
and Museum.

)~ - W, 3 8
Figure 156. Minto City directional and warning Figure 157. Site of Minto City.
signs.

ot SPag

Figure 159. Building foundation, Minto City.

National Park Service (USA) 27
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Figure 162. Memorial at Camp 9, H
eton Road Project, 1940s.
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FRIENDSHIP GARDEN

TUILY BT THE LOCAL JAPANTAE TAMADIARE
HEMORATING THE CATA

Flgure 168 Hope Frlendshlp Garden o Figre"1 9. Hp Frienip Garden.

National Park Service (USA) 29




Figure 170. Japanese garden at Three Valey Gap Camp,
Revelstoke-Sicamous Road Project.

S 2. s G el e
r

Figure 172. View across Three Valley Lake towards Th ce

Valley Gap Heritage Ghost Town.

F

Figure 174. Relocated historic buildings, Three Valley Gap
Heritage Ghost Town.

Figure 176. Site of Taft Camp, Revelstok
Project.

30 Japanese Canadian Internment Sites

i %=
Figure 171. Revelstoke-Sica
interpretive panel.

Figure 173. Railroad roundh-ouse at Three Valley Gap
Heritage Ghost Town.

| =

Figure 175. Internment exhibit, Three Valley Gap'Heritage
Ghost Town.

Figure 177. Solsqua vicinity, Revelstoke-Sicamous Road
Project.




Japanese Canadian
World War II Internment
Interpretive Signs

Yellowhead Blue River .

Road Camp
@
&
Revelstoke-Sicamous
Road Camp
.‘ Revelstohe
East Lillooet Seif-Supporting Kamioops ()
& Internment Site ® » @
~y 3 o & New Denver Internment Camp
4 @ i
£ T Tithia ; @ Kaslo Internment Camp
. Internment & ®:ocan Extension '
# y Camp Internment Camp @ @
& Heizon
Vanbouver .. ),
% L & L0 Bt 11 o e
" Hope-Princeton (] AP
Road Camp Greenwood Forks
Intemment
@ Vistoria Camp

Japanese Canadian Internment Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

DOD: THE FIRST CANADIAN INT TSITE Grand Forks (Self-Supporting)
Popuiation: 1.200 terament Popultion: 343
ncorprstedin 26 196
o —i 1539, heped s
e
o hireandhousethe newcomers. Many of
" s farme wkbobors sympatheic
terned The Koo A
J e

tectited o work n the ocal hosptal,

Christina Lake (Self-Supporting)
Jation: 109

Another sl supporting ste. 37 klometres et ofGrand Forks, Chistina
Lakehoused some 109 nternees nresor buidingsand the Alpine nn.

reeriwood The Kishi
Steveston

Karto Gapanese crackes snacks)

theirtemporary esidence. Many Ived
andraisd famiies there aferthe v,
andsome sl e n Midway to this doy.

1949, uhen the nternment ended.

Back of Greenwood interpretive sign.

Historical Overview

on December7, 1941, bed

Quesn Vaemount

a P
the war, in 1943, the Office 140 Greenwood

federal Govermment forcibly removed nearly 22,000 persons Kilometres
of. 160

_—

r

) Grand Forks Christina Lake
o i ,;‘\(;/ﬂ,@?/;@
Rocky Mountains. means were approved for relocation to seff-supporting Midway, /’ A W,
camps inthe Lilooet area. However,the lrgest proportion | —
nFebrary 27, 1942 the BC et oo 14000 ppt o
propety,which
perty. Men were th
ns o Tos
et

After the War - Ongoing Exclusion and Displacement

1945, the B

Jurmbi

Japanese! over.
other ) )
i the years, bt by 1977,
National
1949.1n 1946,
about 4000 Japan, but

over half were Canadian citzens or born in Canada This

nfluenced the 1988 redress and formal apology by the

human righs

Japanese Americans returned to their own land once the
wiar was over and thei nternment was paid for by the
US Government

101947, mainly s a result of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights by the United Nations, the Canadian.

‘Government escinded the deportation order. Inthe

same yea, the Canadian Ctizenship Act came into ffect,
nadians.

ranted the ight to vote, i wherever they wanted, and
were free to come and go s they wished. Some returned to
the coast,many o fishing In Steveston

B

= e =

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

KASLO INTERNMENT SITE

Internment population: 1200

town,

Education & Faith

“The BC Security Comision evacuated the
eaple by church oroups. Fo example, the

Pt

was 500.The BC of the,
o oot s (0 el

Uy iai Ko o Sty Vil

—" Weseum Coran. o h e, teciden

preservedta few rooms as partof a Japanese Canadian Museum

THE'NEW CANADIAN’NEWSPAPER

newspaper (1938-2001) published and circulted in ancouver. It was the

AFTER THE WAR - ONGOING EXCLUSION AND DISPLACEMENT

 mater of months,or it might continue for years.
Their English education must continue. They must be prepared to

enolling n thefocal school.

For the itle anes, indergarten was started by a United Church

Workers.Clases for elementary-aged children werestarted by untrained

Higashi, Kaslo Internee, AyasStory Virtual Museum Canada)

s tofishing
“Go Eas r Go Home; nd sil wing o cooperat,Japanese inSteveston.
30,1942.Tom he
193910 194¢ o D
under the Nationl Transitonal Emergency Powers Act uni 1949, spreat acrossCanad and as foraway as Japan. Rebuiding a sense
Japanese Canacian communiy oy 1977, the Centermial
In 1946 about 4,000 Japanese ;
but over halfwere Canacn ctizns o bornin Canads, This was anmiversaryof Japanese immigration to Canada, there was
B the country: The ffects oftis enewe sense of communtystrangly
; influenced th 1988 redvess and formal apology by th federal
o — b during World War .
; - in196 N
wavere, Antiraci, b
“ghosttown'

exentuallychampioned the postwarfightfor jusice andredress” (Aya Higashi,
Kaslo Iternee, Ayas Sory’ Virtal Museum Canada,

in 1929,
Tight 10 vote, ive wherever they wanted, and were ree to come

Community life
Formedia e, threvas ey ]
2 24bedhosptaland  medialclc
vas st by . Shinoaiahar
Dentst O EdBanno and Optomtsc
O ———————— e
ity verts s s oy T
Employment Days, baseball hockey and ker
lled thetme and bl aseeof
Ut was tough o parents communiytie.
sl eaduinres who ad
oprovie orth iy The
B Secutty Commissionand

Provincal Game Department
stocked thelake with fish for
fishing,and provided work n
wood cutting, construction,
maintenance and gardening.
could,
the Interees estabished
community organizatons,
organized education for their
ehidren and held community
events o rebuld thei lves.

s much s they.

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

‘Community Hospitalandset upa mediclciric
I New Denver o ook e both the Japanese
‘Canadiansand ocls. D, Kumagai was the

entistand Henry Naruse s th optometist.

New Denver Area Internment Camps Rosebery Internment Camp

Internment population: 365

Atthebeginning of 1947 the government began
the second frced uprootngsing deportation
orders toJapan or o relocate eastof the Rocles,
NewDenverthen became a holding area for

*
wastheastnterment camp o be closed n 1957,

The Orchard Camp

Iternment population: 1,600

Underthe BCSC plan,atota o275
Identicaltar pape shacks werebult
inthe Orchard —a lrge parce of and
southof Carpenter Creek formerly

growfuitand vegetables
Japanese Canadian e
paldmeagee wages o buld the shacks

1 ter o b he Sanstorum.

becausethei bedding was fozen onto the sheet of ce
onthe al.

ntemment endec.

The New Denver Orchard s the oy inernment
camp where a visbe reminderofthe nternment
s tll starklyevident. The ke Inernment
Memorisl Centre,  NationalHistoric Site,

darita
nearby tohousentenees with
tubercloss.The st nemees arved
on May 21,1942 approsimately 1600 e
peoplewere nterned i the New was
n 1943,
ontocy.
e oo srmapotas

Sandon Internment Camp
Intarnment popultion:933

the"Sunless iy Anabandoned siver mine town, witha population of oly
ab0ut 2011 1942, Sandon.

Harris Ranch

Internment population: 50 eldely men

Nelson Ranch

Harris Ranch was 2 60-are st ocated two.

northeastboundary of New Denver The site contained a ban that was

3 e e vegetables.Employment was
Shacks, an ofuo Uapanese bathhouse)and i) scrce, but mos peoplewho
outhouses werebui,but water s not piped futrees an relocated here e elcery.
1o the houses untl the summer of 1943, s large vegetable The sandon school !
a0 the it of the 0ld Bachelor ome? where G openedin December 1942,
the BCSC housed about 50 lderly men. e wasthe second to open
familles a Hars Ranch had some 27 acres under Dt b Wit the nternment camps
cultvation, but the plots were deemed 100 small s nthearea Sandon was the
Ingeneral, Horris Shopsand schasle stinternment camp tobe
Ranch was picturesaue, but located 100 fa away

democratc, Christan nor consistent with war aims: JC.Hari, he group's

enrich Canadt fe:

‘whenthe leasesexpired

frendly and desirabe neighbours”

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1 942-49)

Slocan Extension Internment Sites: Slocan City, Bayfarm, Popoff, Lemon Creek

and Popol,he 6C

commoniivingarea;and Kitchen reaspace. infasructure.

Lemon Creek
Internment population: 1,860

Slocan City
Internment population: 555

1942, Bytheendof

minehouse. Agai in 1945-46,theSlocan CiyTan Staton became a malor in

ofthe Rockesordeportation o Japan

Community Life

Education

ighichool grads. Communiesbult Chrstan churches and Budhist terples

wereheld.

Bayfarm

Internment populaton: 1,376

TASHME - JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT CAMP 1942 - 1946

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN SELF-SUPPORTING INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

Self-Supporting Internment Camps

East Lillooet

Internment popultion: 309

The sl supportngcamp i st Lilooet was stted 00 40 cres of b
o thebanks o the Fraser iver.Aswith ther e stes,the 5C

BC Palce nLi Supervor
once  manth o have thei paroi papers sampect

timtalybecome thelocation for 309 persons of apanese descent 0 be
ek duig hevaryeas.

thereunti 1963

wasftenoverwheiming,

The fstitemeesaived inEst iloet n 1942 Wt e fromthe.
communites of Honey Hammond,and Vancouve i the Lover Mailand.
Itwas heresponsiity fthe aly el o constuc 2 sandard

continuous advocacy andsafeguarding.

and fence around theperimeer of th camp The camp was rganzed

nothng.

Taylor Lake

Intesnment population: 180

Iternment popultion: 269

Pl

ol apanese Canadns 1 retaizedepressed o undenuized owns and
Infastrcture theoughout the province. A thsing model company v

Sding on thePGE e, George yehara 0
9 orge yeh e
theinerests of the commurity nd hotl, 2 hspial aliand
actasison o the BCSC. e lobied
ndass intemees dring the v,
esuthe community bulka wo room
“choolhause. Fred Okimurs helped Minto Mine next 10 ning Orgnaty desgned s 3 model mining ounsie Minto

Had st rows of houses, ot postfficeand sores rodeogrounds.
anda basabal damore.Tis ghot town hd the eal nfasructure

Chiose Uehida,principal o the schon Internment population: 325
Originally he s had no name,but
ecause theneaiby Tylor Lok iy
iding was bult by a sl second
generation Japanese anadiar)
constuciongang.lisoonbecame
Knoun 2 Tayor Lakesidng. The weskly

ol Ml S

Haya fomy v i the log house s, 156 55 3 McGilli
Haya s the cookforthe camp, M Hoyo

3 thrving miring town hat

imposed ntermenton th Japanese Canadias ofBtsh Columbi
yeded ane milion dolrs worth of 2

fortunstel, by 19401he

Vancouver danc,

y Falls

Rupert, Chemalnus,and Cumberiand. Afhough the
Interament populaton: 70

.
1945, anc many familes moved o EastLlooet am.

s ocaed n i egion. In 1942, the 6C Securty
ision ardered the evacuaton of 22000 Japanese Canadians
o the 100-mileapproximately 160 ki) Resticted Zoneslong
the coast ofthe province. MeGilayFll was ocated st s

locaton and th cultural and clmati shocks of
eingforced 10 eloatefom an urbanara o the

theResticed Zone,but becauseof s solain and thelack of 03 smost deseted ghost own I the mountains were

acces, twas not considerd asecurty k.

waumatc P ————————
Formety iy resort, MGy Fls o e nd cabin ntoss, a

ot wre deemed stabie fornernees, A nearby ssai, e

by Frank Devie, provided employment ot nerness, who sought

0 uppement their savings n oder o sutaln thef il

ough temment e this s was resricted,teneesvere a5 sl Peopetendec e and vegetae gardns PowerProject. i 195 the waters ofthe Corpenter Lakereservor swalowed.
ot sllwed 1 hav sing rods rines o any kind, bt some

i e Fioneerand Bralome. bottom f the ke

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

THE ROAD CAMPS

I Januoryof 1942, male Japaese Nationals between th ages o 16 - 45 were rdered
feave the 100-me restricted z0ne et up by the federal government underthe

Building the Highway

o Ity

T3miles

inSeptember n

thelast barier o cor avel was ciminted. raded between Hope and Tashme.

natonal securty. At thevar the BC.government

contracted theremaining highway

therefoe mostat s o Natioal securfy.The st group o 100 Natonalslet

ordered 0 buld road camps.

Hope-Princeton Highway

r
e Rl i D AFTER THE WAR - ONGOING EXCLUSION
] AND DISPLACEMENT
et r
S Conolans Infeoced by s sement 2B, e pover o e Wor
I
v e
= p
e ——— Singl men tender o b sent o workin the Prnceton camps. e ————— 23 LA
= 1907 maly a3 st theUnersalDectionof Human ighs by
ily Life et same ye e Canadn st Ac came o
Daily Life in the Camps ; g iy ko e b St s f o
. notongr B sbjcts. ol ey o et n 1945,
m e roicdthe ot o vt v wheevr ey
’ ) < Vi s were 15t 0 coe s 9. hy e
poets hiking, sk B i in t s following the war, the former communit anese.
a0 cens o b1 Inihedecadesolowing e wa e o yotapanese
ﬁ fres
and §1.00 per month for medical care. ‘Astime progressed, men were allowed a lttle more mobility outside of :)E ::'E:;:::::;::;:;f;: 7;::‘3&"5.:3’:::3&«
the camps. By 1943 authorites allowed the men to apply forleave to visit Ny
. e T T e e
7 o culture and ethnic pride taking place actoss the country. The effects of
e T oS e e
opeie bl e
e Fot st the e e evspapa e s ot oo 1 T S IR

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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THE ROAD CAMPS

North Fork

n Januaryof i goupol
ROAD CAMPS.
the
Tt s
- Griffn Lake. Order in Coundil declared that no enemy aliens  refused o work, jated
« Three Valley Gap.
+ solsqua by permisson of the RCME Another Order in
North Fork Councilin February set up thefour mps was used to payfor th
ey major rad buiding camps n .. nternmentofthei omiles in
Alberta and Ontaro the Hop.
5D Princeton Highvay;the Revelstoke:

Sicamous Highway, the Bl River
Vellowhead Highway in .. and the Jockfsh-Schrefber Road comp
in Ontaro.The thee Trans Canada Highway road building projects
.G, were deemed o bea prorty for natonal secuty.

Japanese Natlonals vere considered b the authoities o be oyal
o Japan ind theefore mosttris to Nationa secuiy.The st

REVELSTOKE-SICAMOUS HIGHWAY Taft
The camps Tt
.

Acommitze

buld ro2d camps.

Three Valley Gap

Wit pride and nostlga the men
in his camp consructed a lower

RCMP cellsThy remember hat the Mounties
werehaving 3 oud party tht ight, and o they
it have a good ights eep.

[ ——

REVELSTOKE CITY

When the war broke ot the v Japanese anadian failes ing n
Revelstokest the time were sty unffcted. However, male workers
ofJpanese descent weretaken of the rload a  precauton e of

o had worked o the CPRin Rveltokefor many yeas was et 50, 1n
e of 1942, he was putinchargeof  group of 17 xta Gang labourers

Kamloops and ikl

Severalfamles come o Reelstoke during the war and seted ot
outsde of theciylmis stead of being miment camp.
One of these failles ws the Wkt amly, who ended up hving

stoppages and protests.

good morle,and igh sprs nthe.

" lpowamenno

1643 he organized and isud permit o a two-weck eave.

bur0 2 Jpanesebath

Solsqua

Il there was much nvest i the camp due 1 poor ood qualty,pay
disputes, poor water qulty and complints fom a local merchant n

of ines and Resources hen asked.
the mailcenortohokd an leters

garden,atori (Shnto shrine) Yard Creek usinesse inRevelstokeafte the war. Thecy counciwould not sl
ey, b (i ached
bridge sndvegetble gurden which
230 bundan; thy coudsend e son e =
produce o athr camps.They ko
it o uro panese bt for ik
alltorest. restore and ejoy. A amea
e basaall eamplayer, Edde
Nakarur contiued 0 900d
aebal s st Three Vol G
Compettve nthe amps
were the Thunderbids o won uprooting was moving people.
S oames agastth Hostors e
fomls et
e
e e

Jsoke
High School. Cultraland soial gatherngs were very important o the

the summer,an the annual Canada Dy parsde was held, with Kinono

505, eatives i taveston shipped fsh i bove o rock sat.Many famifes

alarg alan communty n the el 305

Anglrin Ontaro.

= T ——————————————

Back of Revelstoke Sicamous Road Camps interpretive sign.

Historical Overview

JAPANESE CANADIAN INTERNMENT SITES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1942-49)

Japanese!
on December 7, 1941,

Japan. Citing an

the wa,

the hard-won economic success of Japanese Canadans,

01943, the Offce of the C

Kilometres

persons of Japanese ancestry outside a 100-mile

(approximately "
oastof
famil

means,were approved fo relocation to sef-supporting

On February 27,1942, the BC Seculty ¢ )

p p

property, which

Men were 194 well
8 o

5
Wil ake
N ek .

of War Camps in Ontario. Many women and chldren, left

After the War - Ongoing Exclusion and Displacement

1945, the B.C.

Jumbi

Japanese C

p
Canadians.Influenced by racstsentiment in B.C, the

years,but, by 1977, the Centennial anniversary of Japanese

1949.1n
p

1946, about

- half vere

although
Incarcerated, Japanese Americans returned to their own
land once the war was over and their interment was paid
forby the US Government.

101947, mainly 25  result of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights by the United Nations the Canadian
Government rescinded the deportation order. Inthe
same year, the Canadian Citizenship Act ame into effect,
allowing all Canadians to become for the is time,
itizens of Canada, no longer British subjects. Finally
after 7 years ofinternment, in 1949, Japanese Canadians.
were granted the right to vote, live wherever they wanted,
and were free to come and go asthey wished.

Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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JAPANESE CANADIANS DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

In 1.
Canada, 22,006 were living in British Columbia, with

41, of the 23,149 people of Japanese descent in

the majority located in the coastal areas. After the
bombing of Pear Harbor by Japan on December 7,
1941, Canada declared war on Japan. With this,
restrictions were imposed on Japanese Canadians
and anti Japanese sentiment increased, especially by
some members of the Canadian government, With
the creation of the War Measures Act, fishing boats

were rounded up, all Japanese language schools
were closed, and Japanese language newspapers
were shut down,

By the Federal Order-in-Council PC 117, all Japanese
Canadians were registered as “Enemy Aliens’
ngerprinted and photographed, and were required
to carry registration cards. By February 1042, a dusk
to dawn curfew was imposed, and radios, cameras,
cars and trucks were confiscated. And on January 16,
ges 18-45
were to work on road-building projects. In fact,
the groups of Japan

it was announced that able-bodied males

Canadians sent to the road

camps included some men not physially fit or
hard labour and men over the age of 6o,

WORK CAMPS FOR MALE JAPANESE NATIONALS

There were four major road projects located in BC,
Alberta, and Ontario: the Yellowhead-Blue River
Highway, the Revelstoke-Sicamous Highway, the

wiay, and the Schreiber-Jackfish

project, Those who res

ted being sent to these work
camps were sent to Prisoner-of-War camps ir
Petawawa and Angler, Ontario. By November 1942,
699 people had been sent to POW camps. These men

were not reunited with their families until 1946,

On February 23, the first group of Japanese Nationals
arrived in Lucerne, in the northeast of B.C. near the

Canadian Rockics, to work on the Yellowhead-Blue

River project. The proposed
the Surveys and Engineeri
Department of Mines and Resources, and extended

\ was a project of

Branch of the Federal

from B.C. into Alberta. There were a total of 17
camps. The others were located in Geikie, Yellowhead,
Fitzwilliam, Grantbrook, Rainbow, Red Pass (frst
project headquarters, office and living quarters for
clerical and supervisory stff, hospital and warchouse),
Tete Jaune East, Tete Jaune West, Albreda,

Blackspur, Gosnell, Lempriere, Pyramid, Thunder
Red Sands, and Blue River (project head
quarters from late 1942, warehouse and hospital)

Men had to construct their own camps and until then
slept in railway bunk cars. At some locations cabins
were built while at other places the men lived in
e, Btthouses, ok gadensand vt

andens were aso b by the men. o

Royal Canadian Mounted Polceguards (ncuding
First World War veterans) were present at each

camp, and the Japanese Nationals were not allowed
o leave without permission

While gene
earned about 60 cents per hour, those sent to road

ral labourers in the B.C. interior usually

camps were paid 25 cents per hour. From that wage
$22.50 0 month was taken for room and board. If you
was taken out for family

were married another
support, leaving verylittle money for necessities such
as the replacement of worn-out work clothes.

THE SCOPE OF THE HIGHWAY PROJECT

In July, it was reported tht there wer en
working at road camps with 1,237 on the Yellow-
Head-Bloe Rive projet At e peake i Aprl 1042,
there were 1,561 Japanese Canadians employed in

& with 85 Caucasian men. Following

the project, alos

achange in policy, by October 31, married men had
been removed from the project, leaving 204 men left
n five camps. By the end of the year, only the
Lempriere, Thunder River and Pyramid camps
remained. At the end of 1943, there were 104 men,
and in October 1944, 85 men,

When the project opened the objective was t
construct a proper highway between Jasper and Blue
River. Ultimately the project scope was reduced to
building a passable truck road. In May 31, 1946

weew.najc.calroadcamps1942

when the project was halted and closed, there were
only 35 Japanese Canadians employed. In total,

Japanese Canadians provided 290,238 days of work.

Japanese Canadians contributed their labour for th
following work on the Yellowhead-Blue River high-
way project (as given in a report in 1947 by Gurney,
Assistant Engineer): 18.5 miles of abandoned railway
and made suitable for truck travel;

grade cleaned uj
‘32 miles of pioneer road constructed; 1.5 miles of
standard highway grade constructed; 1 3-span ki
truss bridge; 2 single-span king truss bridges

4 permanent stringer bridges; and 12 temporary
stringer bridges.

Geikie road camp, irea 1942. This group of Japanese Nationals
included people of various occupations such as shoemaker, mill
worker,cannery worker, dry cleaner, CPR red cap, and news:
paper business manager. Matsunosuke and Hana Hamade
Collection. Nikkei National Museum. 2017.1.1.2

Geikie road camp, circa 1942. During floods, men transported
uggageund supplie uing  rat. Matsunosuke and Hana
Hamade Collecton, Nikkei National Museum, 2017.11:2.2

Geikie road camp, eirea 1943. Yasutaro Sakamoto with
Doukhobor vorkers.Sakamoto FamilyCallcion. Nikkei
National Museurn. 1994.4

www.bcparks.ca

Albreda road camp mess hal and cook shack, 1042, The camp
‘was half s mileaway from the ralroad staton, and the kitchen

saflived na 20 loghouse. Masao Voshiahe collection
Nikkel Nationl Museurn. 1993.40.

STRIKES AND UNREST IN CAMPS

In May 1942, Kinzie Tanaka, who was working at
the Lempriere camp, wrote a letter to the B.C.
Security Commission stating that if something
was not done to address the low spirit of workers,
trouble would break out in the near future. He
indicated that the low spirit was due to the
discontent of the men, especially because martied
men had been separated from their familie

Consideration was then made to reunite the families.

Several strikes and cases of unrest followed at other
5 men from Grantbrook

camps. In Jus
camp marched to Rainbors, 5.5 mies
were angry about the stoppage of visiting privileges
cikie the same month.

away. They

to other camps. A strike at

was in protest against the separation of families

and the late delivery of pay cheques due to postal

delays. Also in June, a labour strike at Gosnell lasted
more than a week. The agitator was removed and
R0 acts of violence occurred,

In some cases, the Japanese Nationals asked for
the removal of the Caucasian foremen who were
unilling to listen to their grievances. Occasionally
foremen had problems with what they
troublemakers” and felt the Japanese
tid o eound for ther irkes. Despie all the

troubles, Kinzie Tanaka noted that W.J. Wishart,

Superintendent of Camps and Warehouses, Depart-
ment of Public Works, at Red Pass Junction, did all
he cold to control the encountered problems,

WHAT HAPPENED TO OTHER JAPANESE CANADIANS?

Afew days after the departure of Japanese Nationals
to the Yellowhead-Blue River project on February
26, Ottawa announced the mass removal of ll

ans regardless of their citizenship,
‘protected zone” along the B.C
coast. The BC Security Commission was established

t0 manage and carry out this plan. Those removed
from their homes included First World War veterans.

On March 16, the first Japanese Canadians from
the coastal areas, who were allowed to bring only
ed at Hastings Park on

Pacific National in East Van.

one suitcase e

After the forced removal o

Japanese Canadians
from their homes was completed, their properties
were sold, at low prices, by the Custodian of Enemy
Alien Property, without the knowledge or consent
of the owners. It was through these forced sales
the government paid to keep Japanese Canadians
in the camps,

At the end of the Second World War, Japanese

Canadians were given the choice to “repatriate
to Japan or to move east of the Rockies. Half of the
approximate 4,000 who went to Japan were
Many had never been to Japan.

couver. This location temporarily housed women
and children in the livestock buildings and men ir
the forum building, until the long-term family
incarceration camps in the interior of B.C. were
ready for them. In the meantime, families that
wanted to stay together moved to work on sugar
beet farms in Southern Alberta and Manitoba. In
total, 5,564 Japanese Nationals, 13,309 Canadia
born, and 3,223 naturalized Canadians were
expelled from the B.C. coast
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seen i the
e e tothm. Caadin Cenenis
Project fonds. Nikkei National Muse

Lucerne road camp, circa 1042. Baseball was a popular
pastime and most camps built bascball
50 vears old practiced vigorously. Camps played against each

fields. Even men over

other or played other local teams. Toshihiro Uyeda fonds.

An Archival History of the WWII Japanese Road Camps in B.C. and Ontario
Mika Fukuma - Graphic designer: Danielle Jette

appreciation and thanks to the dedicated individuals who completed the original road camp

signage in 1995,

‘We acknowledge the Yellowhead - Blue River
territories of the Simpew First Nation and the Fort Ge

www.najc.calroadcamps1942

hway Project takes place on the traditional and ancestral

Carrier (Lheidli T'enneh) First Nation.

YELLOWHEAD-BLUE RIVER HIGHWAY ROAD CAMPS

Thunder River road camp, circa 1043 Japanese
Nationals had to build their own bunkhouses, mess
all, bathhouses and other permanent buidings and

brdgs Fumiko Yamada e avat), il Neiona
13

Red Pass road camp workers, circa 1942. Japane

Nationals had to clear bush manually, with pick-aes
and shovels. Only the Caucasians were allowed to use:
heavy machinery. Masao Yoshitake collection. Nikkei

National Museur. 1993.40.1.

Yellowhead road camp, circa 1942. Ex-g

bult gardens o manyof he o camp S
typical

men also created ve
gardens. Toshihiro Uyeda fonds.

Yellowhead road camp, circa 1942. Men lined up to
s of water to each other in o

pass full bucket

bring water up to the camp. Tashihiro Uyeda fonds.

Thunder River road camp, crca 1943, Japanose
fonals were removed from the Town of Cumberland
on Vancouver Island. Men taken from their homes to
work at road camps were supposed to b of mlitay age,
but in realiy they ranged o about 70 years of age. In
some case, afte special requests were made, sons were

Yamaca(ne Kavat) collction. Nikkei Natonal
Museum, z014.2
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Highway Legacy Sign Project.
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THE BRIDGE RIVER JAPANESE CANADIAN
WORLD WAR Il INTERNMENT CAMP SITE
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Japanese Canadian Internment at Lemon Creek

~ Not Only Wartime Pmpagmda

'~ OurWorld Disintegrates

Wineer 1941 - All 23,202 Japancse Canadians become "encmics”

in coastal British Columbia and must regiscer with government.
Spring to Summer 1942 - Legislation under the War Measures Acr
allows government to remove Japanese Canadians from the coast.

“The Firse of 12114 are shipped off to detention in Interior ghost towns.
Winger 1942/1943 - Carpenters rush 1o complere shelter before
winter. Some internees are still in tents when heavy snows arrive,
1943 - Lemon Creek Camp ks compler:d hw—smgmm lSD{I persons.
Japanese Canadian properti d and sald,
1944 - Juse as ghost town life hgs.m ta mh.hu internees are told that
they must move out of British Columbia, to work in Eastern Canada.

1945 - With “Reparriasion” Tolicy, all inrernces must choose beoween

to Japan or immediate "resertlement™ East of the Rockies,
SHEE Y e ot vt Camp is closed and quickly dismantled.
1949 - Four years after WWIL ends, Japancse Canadians receive all rights
of ci

ip and are Anally allowed vo move back o the West Coasr.

'i-hat- Town In This Field?

~ Education: . Always A Pnonty

First mmkm
Irene Uchida Remembers
“After is

 the
LrWE
wrg- Test of that winter rm!:l
our school-
e Il
ware a o
Leman Crosk was the

“Our shack had no electricity and the comm|
waler tap was celside. [ the small rooms, budxhd’
nnmswmwwu and an winter
mernings the Lecding was e the wall

seliing intornment shacks for £50 to §75
prt-tnrlumhﬂk The unsold shacks
hpn were cut into sections,

fa the praisies, They
wmm

Both m.ummwcm mﬂv 14 M},mdfmdnnnﬂ
sirpclures were construcled at Popoff. Th
Mmdmudmwndmmkﬂgzum'

Sirst hoi
the big buildings & eldedy, for
- gpwphnﬁhewmwm“nmbmuﬁsmm

Slocan Valley Rail Trail.

Bad Times For ]épanese Canadians

The Internment Timeline

Winter 1941 - All 23,202 Japanese Canadians become “enemies”™
in coastal Bridsh Columbia and must register with government.
Smg o Summer 1942 - Legislarion under the War Measures Act

rnment to evacuare [apanese Canadians from, the coast.
The ﬁm of 12114 are shipped to detention in [nterior ghost towns.
Winter 1942 / 1943 - Carpenters rush o complete shelter before
winter. Some invernes are still in tenes when heavy snows arrive,
1943 - cra&‘ Camp is the last Internment Camp: to be built.
Japanese Canadian properties and possessions are confiscated and sold.
1944 - As ghost town life begins o "normalize”, internees are told that
thay must move again, to work in Eastern Can
INj Government policy forces all interniees Lo dn)uu between

1o Japan of East of the Rockies.

1946~ Popal Intermment Camip 1s closed and qulekly dismantied.
1949 - Four years after WWII ends, Japanese Canadians receive rights
of citizenship and are finally allowed o move back to the West Coast.
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JAPANESE CANADIAN

SURVIVING IN THE LIVESTOCK BUILDING
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THE FORUM and GARDEN AUDITORILIM
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Pacific National Exhibition, Hastings Park.




