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Unforgettable

Acclaimed for its natural beauty and splendour, Cape Breton
Island abounds with enchanting vacation destinations. Among the
most unforgettable are the Island’s world-class national parks and

historic sites—truly Cape Breton’s most treasured masterpieces.

T'his vacation planner gives you the information you’ll need to
plan and enjoy a vacation to these heritage areas. You'll discover
the genius of Alexander Graham Bell, the natural wonders of
Cape Breton Highlands, the enchantment of the Fortress of
Louisbourg, the wizardry of Guglieclmo Marconi, the quiet charm
of St. Peters Canal and, en route, the history of Grassy Island.

VACATION PLANNER CHECK Li1ST
O Directions to the parks and sites
O Hours of operation, fees and recommended visiting times
Sights and activities not to miss
0 Available services in nearby communities
O Festivals and events in the area

From the largest to the smallest, each of these national parks and
historic sites will surprise you with its own special charm and
range of activities. The following pages describe the many sights,
programs and indoor and outdoor activities in store for you. Use
this handbook to help you plan a visit to one of the most
rewarding vacation destinations in North America.

CAPE RETON
—ISLAND

Pr.AN TO vISIT CAPE BRETON ISLAND’S MASTERPIECES
THIS YEAR—SHARE SPECIAL MOMENTS FOR A LIFETIME AT
OUR NATIONAL PARKS AND HISTORIC SITES.
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National Parks

and Historic Sites on
Cape Breton Island

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
This is the most comprehensive collection of Bell’s artifacts, written
materialsand personal mementos in the world. [tinspires a sense of wonder
and curiosity in visitors of all ages. Three exhibit halls tell the story of Bell’s
incredible life of experimenting and inventing. See equipment and tools
Bell used as well as his actual inventions. From the rooftop garden, see
Beinn Bhreagh, Bell’s beloved summer retreat and workplace.

The Site is an outstanding tribute to the genius and compassion of
Alexander Graham Bell—an entertaining and educational experience for
the whole family.

" CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS NATIONAL PARK

This Park stretches across the northern tip of beautiful Cape Breton Island
between the Gulf of St. LLawrence and the Atlantic Ocean. Sightsee along
the world-famous Cabot 'Irail that runs through the Park. Explore some of
the last remaining protected wilderness in Nova Scotia.

See a moose feeding at dawn or dusk. Listen for hermit thrushes, watch
bald eagles soar or observe more than 200 other species of birds. Choose
from six campgrounds, hike 28 diverse trails, swim, sunbathe, bicycle, boat,
play tennis or golf. Fall is a relaxing and spectacular time of year to visit.
During the winter months, snowshoe, toboggan, cross-country ski, skate or
spend a star-filled night by the sea. You’ll cherish the moments you spend
in this amazing wonderland.

FORTRESS OF LOUISBOURG NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Step back in time to 1744, just 30 minutes south of Sydney! Experience
Louisbourg, a thriving seaport and capital of Ile Royale (Cape Breton
Island). Visit more than 50 faithfully reconstructed buildings—one-quar-
ter of the original town! Explore homes, exhibits and theme centres. Each
summer enteraliving, working community. Costumed animators re-create
the daily lives and activities of the 18th-century residents. Watch a military
drill. Hear muskets firing and the sound of drums. See lace making and nail
making. Listen to a harpsichord. Have meals based on 18th-century
recipes. You’ll be amazed at how much there is to see and do.




And there’s more! The Site covers an area of 50 sq. km (20 sq. mi.).
Picnic at Lighthouse Point or Kennington Cove. Angle for trout in the
lakes and streams. Hike or, during the winter months, cross-country ski
the Site’s trails.

The Fortress of Louisbourg was once one of the busiest harbours in
North America and one of France’s key centres of trade and military
strength in the New World. Today the Site is an exciting and entertaining
lesson in history. Discover its many secrets!

MARCONI NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Explore amodel of the first station to send a transatlantic wireless message.
Activate an electronic light display that demonstrates the beginning of
advanced signal technology. Liisten to ham operators talk to people around
the world. Here you’ll learn about the life and work of Guglielmo Marconi
and other great pioneers of telecommunications technology. After you see
the exhibits inside, visit the remains of the Table Head station aerial towers
on the promontory cliffs above the Atlantic Ocean.

ST. PETERS CANAL

Havea picnic! Watch as canoes, schooners and power cruisers pass between
the Atlantic Oceanand Bras d’Or Lake. See the double-gate tidal locks that
control the water balance. Discover the 140-year history of this famous
Nova Scotian canal. Long before the first fortified settlement of Saint
Pierre was established in the 1630s, the Micmac people carried theircanoes
across this narrow isthmus. Canal construction began in 1854.

Visit the Nicolas Denys Museum, a short walk from the Canal. Learn the
story of this adventurous pioneer, and see a photographic history of the
Canal’s construction. If you have more time, climb Mount Granville to see
the ruins of Fort Dorchester, and camp overnight at nearby Battery
Provincial Park.

Grassy IsLaAND NaTiONAL HISTORIC SITE
Get to know Grassy Island, the economic centre of Nova Scotia more than
200 years ago. At the Site’s Visitor Reception Centre in Canso, watch a
video and explore models, maps, photographic displays and exhibits that
re-create the Island’s commercial and military history. See life-size dio-
ramas that introduce you to some of the Island’s colourful characters, and
discover one of Atlantic Canada’s best 18th-century artifact collections.
After your visit, take a boat ride to Grassy Island. Hike along the self-
guiding trail and experience for yourself the windswept remains of Grassy
Island: the forgotten settlement.

—————— - - - = - _



Services and Facilities in the National Parks and Historic Sites and in Nearby Communities

Park or Site
Community

Alexander Graham Bell
Baddeck

Cape Breton Highlands
Cheticamp

Pleasant Bay
Dingwall/Cape North
Neil's Harbour
Ingonish

Marconi

Glace Bay

Fortress of Louishourg
Louisbourg

Sydney

St. Peters Canal

St. Peters

Grassy Island

Canso

Winter Activities

Throughout the

summer

picnicking,

cycling, hiking,

camping,

fishing,

swimming,

boating and

boat tours are w
available.



Alexsnder Graham Bell
National Historic Site

SUMMARY INFORMATION |

LLocATION

Alexander Graham Bell National Historic Site
is located at the east end of the village of
Baddeck on Route 205. Driving time from

Canso Causeway is one hour. Driving time Buddecks

from Sydney is one hour. Alexander
Graham Bell

SEASON Y

Open year-round.

HoOURS OF OPERATION

July to September: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Full services
available.

June & Early October: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Full services available.
Mid-October to Late May: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Reduced services. No inter-
pretive talks or audio/visual presentations.

ADMISSION
Free

RECOMMENDED VISITING TIME '
Plan to spend a minimum of two hours to enjoy all the exhibits and |
surrounding grounds.

How 'T'o MAKE THE MosT OF YOUR VISIT
Asyou walk from the parking lot to the main entrance of the Site’s complex,
you’ll see Kidston Lighthouse and sparkling Bras d’Or Lake. A guide will
greet you at the entrance in English and French. Find out when the next
5-10 minute introductory talk will be given. It’s guaranteed to pique your
curiosity.

]
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If your time is limited, leave the large photographic exhibit in the first
hall (Bell the Man) for last. If you have more time, ask about the 10-20
minute talk on Bell’s life and work. Held a few times every hour, this talk
also gives an excellent overview of the Site.

Guides are available throughout the Site’s three exhibit halls and
Theatre 1, off Experimenter Hall. They know a great deal about Bell and
his family and want to help you enjoy your visit. Ask them all your
questions!

Pick up our activity sheets for kids!

Ask about special events for the day, such as the Kite Program, the
Experiments Program and evening presentations.

Visit the three main exhibits: Teacher and Inventor, Experimenterand |
Hydrofoil. |
Enjoy ouraudiovisual programs on Bell’s life and work. All of ourregular |
films have captions and most are visitor-activated, so just push a button, }
grab a seat and relax while you learn about the many facets of Bell’s life
and work.

“Relaxing” visiting times are 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.-9 p.m. ‘
The Site’s complex is wheelchair accessible.

ExHiBIT HALLS AND GROUNDS |

TEACHER AND INVENTOR
Enjoy the light and serene atmosphere of this
large A-frame exhibit hall. Photos, artifacts and
replicas tell the story of Alexander Graham Bell
from his days as a young boy until his invention
of the telephone at age 29.

T'he exhibit brings to life Bell’s genius, hu-
mour and warmth. Discover Bell’samazing and
unceasing curiosity and his dedication to
improving the world around him for the
betterment of all people.

Recognition of my work for and
interest in the education of the deaf
has always been more pleasing to

me than even recognition of my

work with the telephone.
Alexander Graham Bell

Find out how Bell’s knowledge of
sound and work with deaf students
influenced his life and career.
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Experience the countless questions and experiments on the multiple
telegraph that led to Bell’s invention of the telephone.

View telephone replicas and artifacts from the first 4
model to those of the early 1900s.

TEACHER AND INVENTOR EXHIBIT
AUDIO/ VISUAL PROGRAMS
With just the push of a button, you can watch a
video about the beginnings of the telephone and
the transmission of sound.
Listen to Thomas Watson recall
the first time speech was trans-
mitted over a wire.
Entera 1900s’ phone booth and
have a conversation on a box
telephone!
All audio/visual presentations are available in
English and French.

Are you the inventor of the telephone, siré asked the conductor
of a train in North Carolina in 1880. Yes, replied Bell. Do you happen
to have a telephone about you? The engine has broken down and we are
rwelve miles from the nearest station.

EXPERIMENTER

You’ll notice adistinct change of pace as you enter this exhibit hall builtinto
the surrounding hillside. Numerous displays, inventions, artifacts, repro-
ductions and working models will surround you, showing Bell’s extensive
contributions to aviation, medicine, marine engineering, genetics and
eugenics.

See the graphophone that looks like a sewing machine.

Learn how Bell made fresh water from salt water using solar stills.
Discover “water ears” and the “bullet seeker.”

See the vacuum jacket, an early device for artificial respiration.
Follow the story of the tetrahedron.

Explore x-rays, solar telephones, sound recording and toys.

Find out about Bell’s interest in sheep breeding and human heredity.

And there’s more! See the enormous contributions Bell and his associates
made to the fledgling fields of acrodynamics and aviation. Their 20 years
of research and development led to the first controlled powered flight in

W
//Q » Pass this planner on to a friend or drop it into one of our
A A_®=»_  Drochure return bins.
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the British Empire in the Si/er Dart. You’ll discover everything from early
wooden propellers and kites to advanced ideas for rocket propulsion.

One might dream dreams and see visions, but the wildest stretch of human
imagination cannot concerve of what the future will bring forth.
Alexander Graham Bell

You’ll learn the story of Bell’s wife, Mabel. Deaf from age five, she became
one of Bell’s students. Mrs. Bell managed Beinn Bhreagh (pronounced ben
vrée-ah), the family’s summer home and farm and the site of Bell’s
intensive work. She also initiated and funded the Aerial Experiment
Association and was an active community organizer.

EXPERIMENTER HALL AUDIO/VISUAL PROGRAMS
Watch the photophone demonstration.
Discover Baddeck and Beinn Bhreagh.
Explore the tetrahedral cell and its use in Bell’s kites.
L.earn about early flight experiments, and hear the story of the Aerial
Experiment Association.
Watch For You, Mr. Bell, an excellent film describing Bell’s life and work,
with an emphasis on communication. A guide introduces the film and is
available afterward to answer your questions. ('T'hree presentations each
hour in Theatre I.)
Theatre [ is also used for special exhibits, children’s programs and
evening programs.

HYDROFOIL

Enter the expansive Hydrofoil Hall, the last of the Site’s three main
exhibits, by way of a rising ramp. The ramp ends on a mezzanine platform
some 3 m (10 ft.) above the floor of the hydrofoil.

Descend another ramp to explore the 18-m (60-ft.) hull of the original
HD-4 and the full-sized reconstruction of the hydrofoil craft. By the time
you leave, we guarantee you’ll even know which end of this fantastic cigar-
shaped object is the front!

-uoneuwojuy ﬁl!s 3!.1()]5” l ll’.[l()!]l’,\ “0}' Llll"lll‘-.l{).lOPlll‘.\ﬂl\f
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Ask the guide to introduce you to the Bell-Baldwin hydro-
foil story.

Explore the display of original models built at
Beinn Bhreagh to test theories about foil and ——=
hull shapes.

Discover the HD-4.

Watch a 10-minute video presentation about the development and®

success of the hydrofoil, including footage of original trial runs.

GI1FT SHOP AND ROOFTOP GARDEN
T'he exit from the Site’s complex is through Hydrofoil Hall. Before you
leave, visit the gift shop for mementos and fine reproductions. The gift
shop is operated by the Acadia Chapter, 'Telephone Pioneers of America.
From here, be sure to visit the rooftop garden. Rest and enjoy the
spectacular view of Baddeck Bay and the boats on Bras d’Or Lake. See the
Beinn Bhreagh estate to the east, stll privately owned by Alexander
Graham Bell’s descendants.

PicNIC AREA
Many visitors find themselves spending a long and pleasant day at the Site.
Relax and have a picnic lunch on the Site’s exquisite landscaped grounds.
Feast while overlooking the shore of Bras d’Or Lake.

T'he picnicarea has 12 tables and an ample supply of cold water. One site
is specially adapted for easy wheelchair access.

SEASONAL PROGRAMS

During July and August, the Site offers a number of special programs for
the whole family. These programs show Alexander Graham Bell’s love of
children and his wonder at the world around him.

EVENING PRESENTATIONS
A series of film and slide presentations.

Films: Bell at Baddeck; 1o Sense the Wonder, Scoggie;
and FEagles of Bras d’Or.
Slide shows:  Alexander Graham Bell, Mabel Bell, and Beinn Bhreagh.

Occasional evenings are dedicated to otherrelated topics, such as flightand
kites. Regularly in Theatre I at 7:15 p.m. Contact the Site for dates.

garbage cans or recycling bins. We recycle glass, aluminum cans

\) N ; : .

_)Qf \ After picnicking at the Site, be sure to put your litter in one of our

. ,
é and newsprint.
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w____ ___ THE KiTE PROGRAM
~—————"" A popular adventure for children six years old and up. The children
construct, decorate and fly theirown kites! All materials are supplied by the

Site. And the children keep their kites after testing them.
Wednesdaysat 2 p.m., starting in Theatre I. Presentations are in English
and French. !

FamiLy KiTE-FLYING PROGRAM
Join with otherkite-flying enthusiasts! Aftera delightful slide presentation
on kites, everyone goes outside for kite flying. Bring your own Kkite or try
| some from the Site’s collection.
Sundays at 2 p.m., starting in Theatre I.
Presentationsare in English and French.

EXPERIMENTS PROGRAM
Bell delighted in devising simple experi-
ments to arouse children’s curiosity and

. interestthem in science. Children

- six years old and up are invited to

| participate in some of the experi-
' ments Bell conducted with his }
! grandchildren. i
\

“)lls 3!.[()]8”] ll’.ll()!]l’»:\' 1P weye.rn) Jopuexaly/

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs—
days and Fridays at 2 p.m. on
the Hydrofoil Hall mezza-
nine. This hands-on program
lasts about 30 minutes.
Presentations are in English
and French.

Children should be made familiar with facts from which
generalizations may be made long before their minds are
ready to recerve the generalizations themselves.
Alexander Graham Bell
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ANNUAL PROGRAMS

Parks Day. Held annually to recognize the contribution of national,
provincial and municipal parks and sites to our way of life. Check the insert
for this year’s date.

Harvest Home. Late September. An event reminiscent of the fall picnic
the Bells hosted each year. Bring the family fora day of fun. Activities begin
atnoon and go on into the evening. Call the Site for this year’s date or check
the insert.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR ORGANIZED GROUPS

Children’s Festival. Held in June, this three-week program (Monday-
Friday each week) gives school children a chance to participate in guided
tours of the complex, hands-on experiments, films, Big Book stories and
more! This is an increasingly popular event, and attendance is limited.
Contact the Site well in advance to pre-register your class.

Elderhostel Program. A one-week program held in the spring and fall of
each year. If you’re 60 years or better, join the fun in Baddeck and learn
more about Alexander Graham Bell. Pre-registration is required.
Archival materials are available to special interest groups with advance
arrangements.
For more information about any of the above special programs, contact
the Site at (902) 295-2069.

RESOURCES AND SIGHTS TO SEE IN BADDECK
Baddeck has been a popular summer vacation destination for many
families since the time of Alexander and Mabel Bell. The village offers a
full range of visitor services, including accommodations, restaurants, gift
shopsand a hostofrecreational facilities. Centrally located, Baddeck marks
the beginning and end of the Cabot Trail.

Attend a live stage performance during the Centre Bras d’Or Festival of
the Arts, held each summer. In July and August, see a full-scale reproduc-
tion of the S7/ver Dart, on display at the Masonic Hall at the corner of Queen
and Grant streets. And don’t miss the Bras d’Or Yacht Club Regatta, held
annually in August.

Wealth and fame are coveted by all men; but the hope of wealth or the
desire for fame will never make an inventor—7You may give him wealth
or you may take away from him all that he has; and he will go on
inventing. He can no more help inventing than he can help thinking or
breathing. Inventors are born not made.

Alexander Graham Bell
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Size and Description
The Site consists of a complex of
three major exhibit halls on 10
‘\ hectares (25 acres) of beautifully
landscaped grounds next to
| Bras d’Or Lake and across the bay
| from Beinn Bhreagh.

How To Reach the Site

The Site is located at the east end of
the village of Baddeck on Chebucto
Street (Route 205). It’s a short walk to
the middle of town.

By Car from Canso Causeway
Driving Time: One hour
Follow Trans Canada Highway 105
to Baddeck (86 km or 53 mi.).
Take Exit 9 to Baddeck.

By Car from Sydney
Driving Time: One hour
Take Route 125 to Trans Canada
Highway 105 (73 km or 47 mi.).
Take Exit 9 to Baddeck.

| By Plane

Fly into Sydney Airport on Air
Nova (Air Canada) or Air Atlantic
(Canadian) airlines. Rental cars are
available.

Parking Facilities
Ample free parking is available for
cars, buses and recreational vehicles.

Off-season Services

Site services are reduced from mid-
October to late May. During these
months, the Site does not offer any
talks or audio/visual programs. With
advance notice, however, these
activities can be arranged for groups.

& 4\‘ Public Washrooms
The main washroom facility is at
the parking lot. Others are located
just off the main lobby and at the exit
area next to Hydrofoil Hall. Parking
lot and lobby washrooms are wheel-
chair accessible.

@ Public Telephones

J Public telephones are available
in the parking lot, near the Site
entrance and near the exit.

,&\ Services for Disabled Visitors

") The Site complex is well-
equipped to accommodate those with
disabilities. Ramped and alternative
approaches to areas usually entered
by stairway are available. Railings are
accessible throughout the complex.

D. Tounson 9y

06) -uonewIoju]j Ql!s 0!.1()18”[ ll’,ll()!ll’.f\: “02[ llll’.Lll’.J{) JQPU!’;XQI\’

¢

2-S6¢ (

690




—_—Pm-——m m —

captioned, and the main theatre has Pets are not allowed inside the
an audio loop system, installed by complex, but are allowed on the
Acadia Chapter, Telephone Pioneers surrounding grounds with a leash.

of America, that enables those with

Regular audiovisual programs are Pets ‘
|

‘

‘

. . \
hearing aids to hear clearly.

Cheque Cashing

The gift shop does not accept per-
Weather sonal cheques. Mastercard or VISA
Summer temperatures are in the low credit cards are accepted.

20s (68-75° F.). Evenings tend to be

. For more information, write or call: |
mild and calm.

Alexander Graham Bell {

Air conditioning National Historic Site
Experimenter Hall and Hydrofoil P.O. Box 159

| Hall are air conditioned. Baddeck, Nova Scotia

| = . BOE 1BO

[ Smoking

| Smoking is not allowed inside the " — ‘!
complex. (902) 295-2069 |

Photographs
No flash photos are allowed.




Cape Breton Highlands
National Park

SUMMARY INFORMATION

LLoCcATION

Entrances to Cape Breton Highlands National

i
Park are located on the Cabot Trail, 4.8 km (3 (?;ﬁ“\ilrl[/r Neil’s
mi.) north of Cheticamp on the west side of the . g FY00U
Island and at Ingonish Beach on the east. |Pleasant Bay :
Driving time to the Park from Baddeck is one » fngonish

hour. Driving time from Sydney is two hours.

SEASON
Open year-round.

Services and facilities vary with the season of

the year.

INFORMATION CENTRES’
HoURS OF OPERATION

Mid-May to Late June
Late June to Labour Day

Early September to
Late October

Late October to Mid-May”

“Telephone inquiries only

Cheticamp

Cape Breton
Highlands
National Park

® o
Baddeck Sydney

9 a.m.-5 p.m.
8a.m.-9 p.m.

9 a.m.-5 p.m.
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

RECOMMENDED VISITING TIME

You could spend weeks exploring rugged northern Cape Breton, filled with
fascinating discoveries. We recommend four days and nights. See whales,
bald eagles and moose. Stroll along picturesque valleys and coves, or enjoy
the rich Acadian, Scottish and Irish heritage. If you plan to camp, purchase
the Park’s special weekly or four-day camping permit (see camping section
for more information). Minimum recommended visit: two full days with

one overnight.

11s impossible to stay in the Park and surrounding area for too long!




How 10 MAKE THE MosT OF YOUR VISIT
Cape Breton Highlands National Park is Nova Scotia’s largest remaining
tract of protected wilderness. The Park is a treasury of wildlife and plants
and has a magnificent range of landscapes. It offers those who visit the rare
opportunity to relax in an environment of protected natural beauty.

We recommend you tour Cape Breton Highlands National Park in a
clockwise direction (entering the Park from Cheticamp) to make full use
of the Cheticamp Information Centre’s extensive information and visitor
services. Plan to spend at least 20 minutes in the centre. However, if you’re
coming from the Newfoundland ferries or Sydney, you’ll find it shorter to
visit the Park in a counterclockwise direction, entering at Ingonish. Plan to
spend at least 10 minutes in the Ingonish Information Centre. There’s
ample free parking for all vehicles at both centres.

Very friendly and knowledgeable Cape Bretoners staff the information
centres. They’re ready to answer your questions, advise you about
campgrounds and trails, tell you the latest schedule of events and, gener-
ally, help you make the most of your visit.

Don’tmiss the spectacular Cape Breton Highlands fall! Plan your trip for
late September or early October when the weather is splendid and the Park
is aflame with dazzling fall colours.

WHILE YOU'RE AT THE CHETICAMP

INFORMATION CENTRE—
Pick up your copy of the latest weekly schedule of daytime and evening
activities, interpretive programs and special events.
Acquire permits for camping, fishing and backpacking.
Visit the exhibit room to see a bald eagle and coyote close up.
View the Park slide show. . §
See the difference

between bear - (V \x\ \\

%

and rabbittracks 7
5 X
in the centre’s \-

family corner.
Browse through
the excellent
selection of na-
ture books, trail infor-
mation guides, maps and mementos in the
main branch of Atlantic Canada’s largest
nature bookstore.

Rent or buy the Cabot Trail Tour Tape,

an excellent audio cassette that blends

16






