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by Nelle Oosterom //////////////////^^^ 

I
magine planning a summer-long road trip that would take in ten of 
Canada's National Historic Sites. Which ones would you choose? 

That's the question we asked ourselves here at Canada's History 
magazine.. And what a daunting question it was. There are so many 
amazing sites—well over 150 — to choose from. And these are just 
the sites administered by Parks Canada, which is celebrating its one-
hundredth anniversary this year. There are almost 800 other National 
Historic Sites, owned by custodians, including individual Canadians, 
historical societies, businesses, or other levels of government. 

We chose our top ten based on their historical significance and the 
quality of visitors' experiences. We also wanted to cover a broad time period and 
represent as much of the country as possible. 

If you were to go on this road trip, the stories of Canada would come alive 
in ways you never thought of: Imagine sitting by the fire in a Viking sod house in 
Newfoundland; coveting your ears against the booming cannons of Louisbourg; 
watching actors play out the story of the Acadian expulsion; looking down from 
the ramparts of Old Quebec; paddling past quaint villages along the Rideau Canal; 
packing fur at HBC's Lower Fort Garry; walking past the rifle pits used by the Metis' 
during their last stand at Batoche; swinging a lasso at the Bar U Ranch; following 
Haida Watchmen to their sacred sites; and panning for gold in the Klondike. 

Perhaps you already have fond memories of some of these places, or of others 
not mentioned here. We'd like to hear your stories. Send them to us and you could 
win a dream vacation. For details, see the ad on page 23. 

In the meantime, turn the page and start planning your once-in-a-lifetime trip 
into Canada's past. 
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L'Anseaux 
Meadows 
National 

Historic Site. 



Above 
and right: 
Costumed 

interpreters act 
out daily life in 
the short-lived 

pre-Columbian 
Norse 

settlement. 

T
his reconstructed Viking village is on the 
isolated northern tip of Newfoundland's 
Northern Peninsula. Tales of Vikings 
travelling to North America are contained in 
ancient Norse stories known as the Vinland 
Sagas. The sagas say that about a thousand 

years ago, Lief Eiriksson landed on the continent, which 
he called Vinland, Land of Wine, because wild grapes 
were found. 

Other Vikings followed, according to the sagas 
but proof of their presence did not materialize until 
1960, when Norwegian explorer Helge Ingstad 
conducted an extenseive search along the coast. 
Local resident George Decker led him to an 
area of overgrown mounds and ridges. Ingstad 
and his wife, archaeologist Anne Stine Ingstad, 
spent the next eight years leading an international 
excavation of the site. 

They uncovered the ruins of buddings, cooking 
pits, and an iron forge. They also found smaller artifacts 
such as a bronze cloak-fastening pin, bone needle, and I 
spindle whorl. The latter two items for sewing and 
knitting suggested there were women in the setdement. 
It was likely a seasonal camp for obtaining timber and game 
to be transported back to Greenland. 

The Vikings did not stay at L'Anse aux Meadows long. The 
sagas tell of clashes between the Norsemen and the indigenous 
people, who they called Skraelings. Vasdy oumumbered, the 
Norse returned to Greenland after a few years. 

The place is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

TIME PERIOD: 1000 AD. 

THINGS TO DO: Wander the reconstructed Viking 
encampment, where costumed actors play the parts 
of ship captain, captain's wife, servant, and crew 
members. Listen to sagas in the chief's sod house. 
View demonstrations on how iron was first forged in 
the New World and learn about the making of textiles, 

the cooking of food and other daily activities in the 
settlement. Drink in the harsh but beautiful landscape of this 
rugged land. 

GETTING THERE: L'Anse aux Meadows is about a four- to 
five-hour drive north of Gros Morne National Park on 
Newfoundland's Northern Peninsula. An airport is located 
at Deer Lake, just south of Gros Morne. 
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Fortress of Louisbourg, 
Nova Scotia 
The Gibraltar of North America a marvel of reconstruction. 

The restaurants 
on site offer 
authentic period 
dishes, such as 
fish soup and 
French pastry. 

BPERIOD: 1720-1740 

GS TO DO: Enjoy French comedie theatre in a period tav-

ake culinary workshops that teach period cooking, or 

;arty at one of the site's three period restaurants. Take in 

a murder mystery tour, or a ghost tour, with costumed inter­

preters. View archaeological digs. At the nearby beaches, dip 

your toes into the Atlantic and imagine wading to shore in 

full military gear as a British soldier during the amphibious 

assault of 1758. 

GETTING THERE: On Cape Breton Island, a long but scenic 
six-hour drive from Halifax. About a half-hour drive from the 
airport in Sydney. 

I
ts location on a fogbound, isolated corner of Cape 
Breton looks a little lonely today. But back in the 
early eighteenth century, Louisbourg was one of 
the busiest seaports in North America, thanks 
largely to the lurcrative cod fishery of the Grand 
Banks. Because of its deep harbour and strategic 

position of guarding the entrance to the St. Lawrence, 
France spent twenty-six years and vast sums of money 
to build what became the strongest, most impressive for­
tress on the continent. 

After the British took possession following a siege in 1758, 
they dismanded every stone and brick so that the French could 
never again use it as a fortified base. 

The government of Canada began reconstructing one-
quarter of the original walled town in 1961. It is the largest 
historical reconstruction in Canada, with fifty buddings over 
five hectares. It takes a full day to tour it. 



Above: Statue 
of Evangeline. 

Below right: 
Inside Memorial 

Church. 

Below: Bust of 
Longfellow. 

G 

40 

rand-Pre was the epicentre for one of 
the saddest events in Acadian history. 
On September 5,1755, Acadian men and 
boys were summoned to the old church, 
where British Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Winslow read out an order to have all 

the French-speaking settlers expelled from the region. 
Thus began the Great Upheaval, the forced removal of 
Acadians from the Maritime provinces to Britain, France, 
and various British colonies, with thousands dying along 
the way. 

Grand-Pre itself disappeared and might have 
been forgotten, except that Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow published Evangeline, a poem about the 
xpulsion, in 1847. American tourists started pouring 
in but found only dike lands and old willow trees. 
Over time, a statue of Evangeline was erected and a 

commemorative church was built. 
Today's Grand-Pre is both a memorial 

to the Acadians and a celebration of 
their way of life before the expulsions. 

It was designated a National Historic Site 
in 1961. 

TIME PERIOD: 1682-1755. 

THINGS TO DO: Visit the Memorial Church and take in the 
famous paintings of the deportation by Claude Picard. View 
ongoing work at the archaeological site. Enjoy outdoor 
interactive theatre portraying life in Grand-Pre before 
the expulsion. Stroll among the old French willow trees, 
the orchard, and the duck pond, and gaze over the rolling 
farmland. Time your visit to take in a host of events during 
Acadian Days in July. 

GETTING THERE: Gran-Pre is the Annapolis Valley, about 
an hour's drive from Halifax. From Route 101, take Exit 10 
towards Wolfville and follow Route 1 west for one kilometre 
then north for another kilometre on Grand-Pre Road. 

Grand-Pre, Nova Septia 
The heartbeat of old Acadia beats proudly in this village. 

> 
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Fortifications of Quebec, 

North America's only fortified city saved from ruin. 

surrounding area make it a natural tourist 
attraction. Built overtop of Champlain's 
original Habitation, the imposing ramparts 
and wide ditches recall the era of walled cities of the 
seventeenth to nineteenth centuries. At the heart of the 
fortifications stands La Citadelle, built in 1820-31. 

The fortifications were headed for ruin after the British 
military pulled out in 1871. But Lord Dufferin, the Governor 
General of Canada from 1872 to 1878, loved Old Quebec, 
and established La Citadelle as a second residence. He 

persuaded local politicians to save the old French walls 
f from destruction. 

One of Canada's most visited historic sites, Old 
Quebec gets about 500,000 visitors a year. 

TIME PERIOD: Early 1600s to late 1800s. 

& THINGS TO 00: Take a bilingual guided 
^** tour of the ramparts and the heights of 

Quebec. The walking tour includes a stop 
at an ongoing archaeological project. At La Citadelle, 
take in the museum of the Royal 22e Regiment — the 
famed Van Doos. Time your visit around a five-day 
annual festival celebrating life in New France. There 
are also theme days, school programs, and a variety of 
special events, induding concerts and talks. 

GETTING THERE: The Fortifications of Quebec are in the 
heart of Quebec City ^ 

Above: Parks 

interpreter 

dressed as 

eighteenth 

century French 

soldier. 

Centre: Insignia 

of the Royal 22e 

Regiment. 

Below: Dufferin 

Terrace in Old 

Quebec. 

Quebec 

f
he remains of Old Quebec are a 
palimpsest — layer upon layer of military 
history dating back four centuries to the 
time of Champlain. The UNESCO World 
Heritage Site tells the story of how Old 
Quebec was strategically situated on high 

cliffs for optimum defence. It thrived for a century and a half 
as a French colony before the British takeover in 1759. Under 
England, Old Quebec continued to function as a bastion, this 
time against the continuing threat of invasion from the j 
United States. 

The spectacular views of the St. Lawrence River and ^ 
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Rideau Canal, 
Ottawa-Kngston, Ontario 
Apost-War of 1812 waterway built at a huge human cost. 

Above: A lock 
gets cranked 

by hand on the 
Rideau Canal. 

Below: 
The canal 
passes the 

Parliament 
Buildings. 

he beauty and recreational 
value of this 202-kilometre-

I long waterway belies its 
origins as an early nineteenth-
century defence strategy. After the War 
of 1812, there was continuing tension 

between British North America and the United States. The 
vital shipping link between Montreal and the Great Lakes 
— much of which formed the border between the two 
countries — was vulnerable to being shut down in a future 
conflict. 

For this reason, an alternative route was built from Ottawa 
to Kingston, linking lakes and rivers with a system of canals 
and forty-seven locks. It was a considerable engineering feat 

that took five years (1827-1832) to accomplish and required 
the labour of thousands of workers, many of them recent 
Irish immigrants. Malaria contracted from swamps along 
the way is estimated to have killed five hundred of them. 

When it was finished, the 800,000-pound-sterling price 
tag—sixty per cent over budget—put the British Parliament 
into shock. It's heyday as a commercial waterway was short­
lived, but it eventually became a recreational haven. It was 
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2007. 

TIME PERIOD: 1827 to the present. 

THINGS TO DO: Travel the canal by boat to 
view the scenic countryside, historic towns, 
and quaint villages of Eastern Ontario. Take 
in the summer heritage theatre series by Parks 
Canada Players that brings history to life 

with performances in towns or cities along 
the canal. Skate on a section of the canal in 

downtown Ottawa in winter. 

GETTING THERE: The canal begins in Ottawa 
and ends in Kingston and can be accessed at 
many places along the way. 

n 
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Heyday of the fur trade comes to life at stone fort. 

W
hen a devastating flood in 1826 made 
a complete ruin of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's headquarters in what 
is now Winnipeg, the company 
decided to build on higher ground. 
This was the beginning of Lower 

Fort Garry, the oldest intact stone fur trading post in North 
America. 

Constructed during the 1830s, the fort was built to last 
— with local limestone instead of wood — because it was 
meant to be the administrative centre for Rupert's Land, the 

company's vast trading empire. While it filled that role for 
only a few years, it continued to thrive in several incarnations. 
British troops were stationed here in the 1840s during the 
Oregon boundary dispute, when war with the U.S. seemed 
imminent. Opponents of Metis leader Louis Riel rallied 
there in 1871 and the North West Mounted Police trained its 
first recruits at Lower Fort Garry. It was also the site of the 
signing of the first numbered treaties and it later served as a 
penitentiary and insane asylum. 

The fort still has its original walls, ramparts, arnrnunition 
batteries, and residences, which together make up the biggest 
collection of original nineteenth-century fur-trade buildings 
in Canada. 

TIME PERIOD: 1850s 

THINGS TO DO: Wander the grounds and listen 
to costumed interpreters re-enact the lives of 
company clerks, York boatmen, tradesmen, native 
trappers, and the upper crust of Red River society. 
Learn a historic skill, such as making a fire with 
flint and steel. Children can sign on for a day as an 
HBC worker. Special events in 2011 include Treaty 1 
commemoration days in early August. 

GETTING THERE: Lower Fort Garry is about a twenty-minute 
drive north of Winnipeg, on Highway 9. 

Above: 
The Big House, 
home for HBC 
officers. 

Lower left: 
An interpreter 
shows Metis 
sash to a young 
visitor. 
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Right: Metis 

graves at 

Batoche. 

Below: Louis 

Riel in portrait 

taken in 1878. 

T 
his peaceful-looking village on the banks 
of the South Saskatchewan River was 
the final battlefield of the Northwest 
Rebellion of 1885. The seeds of the 
rebellion originated years earlier when the 
Metis — descendants of fur traders and 

indigenous people — found their existence threatened by 
settlers pouring in from Eastern Canada. After Louis Riel's 
failed Red River Rebellion in 1869, many Metis moved west 
to Saskatchewan for a fresh start. 

When the Metis failed to receive the protection they 
were seeking from Ottawa, they again turned to Riel, who 
came out of exile and established Batoche as the seat of 
the provisional government of Saskatchewan. Donainion 
troops poured in quickly on the newly built railway. 
The small Metis force had a few victories but was finally 

surrounded at Batoche by soldiers who oumumbered them 
by more than two to one. 

Armed only with rifles against a force equipped with a 
rapid-fire Gatling gun and four nine-pounder cannons, 

^ . the Metis resisted fiercely for four days before 
^fc being overwhelmed. Riel and co-leader Gabriel 

% Dumont escaped, but Riel later turned 
himself in and was eventually hanged for 

treason. 
What occurred here reverberates 

to this day. Riel remains a 
I controversial figure and Metis 

rights continue to be an issue. 

TIME PERIOD: 1860-1900. 

THINGS TO DO: Take in the award-winriing audio-visual 
presentation at the visitor centre, then wander the site for 
a self-guided tour. View the restored buildings, such as the 
church, with its bullet holes above the doorway, tangible 
evidence of the battle. Walk a hiking trail that passes the 
cemetery and rifle pits used by the Metis defenders. Time 
your visit for special events, such as the annual Back to 
Batoche Days, a large Metis festival that takes place on the 
third weekend injury. 

GETTING THERE: Batoche is about an hour's drive northeast 
of Saskatoon. 

Serene spot marks Metis' last stand against encroachment of their land. 

> 



he coming of the rail­
way, the disappearance 
of the bison, and the 
post-Confederation \ 
push to settle the West 
helped bring gigan­

tic ranches like the Bar U into existence. 
Established in 1881, it became legendary in 
part for the colourful characters who passed through its 
corrals. 

For instance, famed cowboy John Ware, a freed black 
slave from Southern Carolina, performed many marvels 
at the Bar U, including saving a herd of cattle from a 
deadly winter storm. And the visting Prince of Wales — 
who later, as Edward VIII, abdicated the throne — loved 
the Bar U so much that he bought the ranch next door. 
Harry Longabaugh, otherwise known as the Sundance 

Kid, worked here as a dollar-a-day horse breaker until 
drawn to more lucrative work as a train robber. 

In its time, the Bar U included 650 square kilometres 
(65,000 hectares) of unfenced grassland and 30,000 head 
of cattle. The offspring of its one thousand Percheron 
workhorses pulled carts and trolleys in cities across North 
America. 

The Bar U expanded to include meatpacking plants 
and flour mills. It was eventually split up and sold, with 
Parks Canada purchasing 148 hectares in 1991. 

• v TIME PERIOD: I88I-1950. 

\ \ THINGS TO 00: Take a guided tour on 
\ m foot or by horse-drawn wagon. View the 

ranch's thirty heritage buildings. Watch 
demonstrations of roping and cattle 
handling or learn how to throw a lasso 

and rein in a team of Percherons. Hike 
the trails in the foothills and attend various 

,^0 special events throughout the summer. 

GETTING THERE: Bar U Ranch is about ninety minutes 
drive south of Calgary, near Longview on Highway 22. 

Above left: 
Interpreters tend 
the ranch garden. 

Below: visitors 
ride in wagon 
pulled by 
Percheron horses. 

Bar U Ranch, Alberta 
Rovinding up cattle country history in Canada's Xast Best West.' 


