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Figure 6.03
View of the entrance to the 
Cultural Landscape Centre

[left] Figure 6.04
View of the exterior fire pit 
and Malpeque Bay from the 
Cultural Landscape Centre

[right] 6.05
View of the welcome desk
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[top] Figure 6.06
View of the Cultural Crafts 
Exhibition space 	
[bottom]  Figure 6.07
View of the Malpeque Bay 
Exhibition space ramp	

[facing page] Figure 6.08
View of the Malpeque Bay 
Exhibition pit
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Figure 6.09
View of the Cultural Landscape Centre 
exterior deck

Figure 6.10
View from the boat dock
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Figure 6.11
View of the Floating Classroom

Figure 6.12
View of the exterior portion of the 
floating classroom 
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Figure 6.13
View of the Hog Island 
Sandhills National Park 
Reserve Welcome Dock from 
the water 

[left] Figure 6.14
View of the Hog Island 
Sandhills National Park 
Reserve Welcome Dock 

[right] Figure 6.15
View of a National Park 
Reserve wayfi nding sign
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Figure 6.16
View of the National Park Reserve beach

Figure 6.17
View of the National Park Reserve 
departure dock
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Figure 6.18
View of the Floating Restaurant and 
Cultural Landscape Centre



 Since national parks in Canada were fi rst established, the offi  cial federal 
mandate has been to preserve protected areas for current and future generations of 
Canadians. While this sounds noble, it is deeply problematic, both because of the lack 
of suffi  cient environmental protections in favour of expansive tourism infrastructure, 
and because of the exclusion of Indigenous communities – who were removed from 
their ancestral lands for the creation of these parks – from the Canadians envisioned 
as enjoying these landscapes. One of the off erings of this thesis project is making the 
history of the abuse of Indigenous people a well-known, inextricable dimension of 
the history of Canada’s national parks’ creation, coupled with a design proposal that 
presents a starkly contrasting method for the development of a new park. Defi ning 
a new set of standards for how we preserve, manage and share protected areas 
in Canada and honour First Nations communities, “(Re)branding Canada’s National 
Parks” aspires to support the Indigenous communities of Prince Edward Island in 
particular, while triggering a paradigm shift within Parks Canada more generally.

Cooperative Management between Parks Canada and Indigenous Peoples would 
radically transform the entire management, development, and policymaking of 
national parks in ways that would be inclusive of Indigenous communities and 
refl ect a genuine commitment to landscape stewardship and acknowledgement 
of Indigenous peoples’ right to their ancestral lands. Only through shared 
governance and shared decision-making will truly equitable policies and places 
be created. Through this just model of a new parks system, the livelihood and 
security of Indigenous communities, as well as a sustainable use of natural 
resources and concrete actions to mitigate climate change will be ensured. 

The case of the proposed Hog Island Sandhills National Park will create important 
opportunities for Lennox Island First Nation. Starting with the co-management 
between the Indigenous community and Parks Canada, the curated programs will 
guarantee employment opportunities for the local community that include jobs 
as National Park tour guides, boat drivers and exhibition curators, environmental 
studies teachers, Indigenous Knowledge Carriers, artisans, restaurant staff  and 
local seafood farmers. Seafood production within Malpeque Bay will increase while 
the infrastructure for this aquaculture does double duty augmenting the islands’ 
coastal resilience. The design interventions for this proposed National Park Reserve 
stem from and insist upon a rigorous approach to prioritizing environmental and 
cultural sustainability while embodying a diverse and inclusive understanding of 
Canadian identity and a more profound commitment to Truth and Reconciliation.

Reconciliation includes anyone with an open mind and an open 
heart who is willing to look into the future with a new way.”  

-Chief Dr. Robert Joseph

Epilogue: 

[facing page]
Figure 7.1        
The elemental fragility of treaties
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