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Abstract 

This is the third in a series of studies which together will 
relate the history of the defence of Victoria and Esqui- 
malt. It covers the Royal Garrison Artillery period of the 
history, 1899-1906. In the introduction, there is a brief 
description of the historical events which led to the 
British-Canadian agreement of 1899 to provide for the de- 
fence of Esquimalt. It is followed by a historical account 
of the last seven years of British responsibility for the 
defence. It shows that under British control there was a 
steady improvement in the quality of the defences and the 
efficiency of their operation from 1899 until 1904. Never- 
theless the British authorities began a reappraisal of their 
commitment in 1902. The progress of that reappraisal to the 
eventual negotiation of the British withdrawal in 1906 is 
described in some detail. There were sound British naval 
and military reasons for the withdrawal, but also a distinct 
reluctance to break the agreement with Canada unilaterally. 
Canadian acceptance of the British withdrawal, and the 
Canadian plan for the future of the defences and of the 
garrison, were almost entirely politically motivated. When 
the British garrison withdrew, it left behind, in the care 
of a small Canadian regular garrison and the local militia, 

a military legacy of training, organisation, equipment, 
fortifications and armament. 



I n t r o d u c t i o n  

By 1871, Esquimalt  w a s  the main s t a t i o n  of t h e  Royal Navy's  

Pac i f ic  Squadron, stores and s taf f  having been t r a n s f e r r e d  
t h e r e  from V a l p a r a i s o .  I t  w a s ,  therefore, very  much i n  the 

Royal Navy's i n t e r e s t  t o  have  Esquimalt  p r o t e c t e d  by coastal 
ba t ter ies .  

The government of B r i t i s h  Columbia cons idered  the 

c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the Royal Navy's s t a t i o n  a t  Esquimalt  and 

t h e  defence of both  Esquimalt  and Victoria t o  be impor t an t  

enough matters t o  have them inc luded  i n  t h e  t e r m s  of the 

c o n f e d e r a t i o n  agreement o f  1871. V i c t o r i a  had been a n  
isolated c o l o n i a l  c a p i t a l  and the c h i e f  p o r t  f o r  B r i t i s h  

Columbia f o r  many y e a r s .  It  would remain so a f t e r  confed-  
e r a t i o n ,  a t  least  u n t i l  an over land  l i n k ,  the t r anscon t inen-  

t a l  ra i lway ,  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  with  t h e  remainder of t h e  
Dominion of Canada. There w a s  a g r e a t  f e a r  of American 

a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and expansionism, and on ly  a few days journey 
by s teamer  a c r o s s  the Pac i f i c  l a y  Russ ia ,  ano ther  a g g r e s s i v e  

and e x p a n s i o n i s t  n a t i o n  and a long t i m e  adversary  of Great 

B r i t a i n  possessed  of a s i z e a b l e  Pac i f ic  f l e e t  of warsh ips .  
The Royal Navy's base a t  Esquimalt  l i n k e d  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  a p r o t e c t i v e  nava l  and m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  not  

a v a i l a b l e  from Canada. And there w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  economic 

b e n e f i t s  to  be d e r i v e d  from the naval  p resence  i n  commerce 

and employment w i t h  more y e t  t o  be gained from t h e  cons t ruc-  

t i o n  of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and the presence  of a g a r r i s o n .  
When the Dominion's m i l i t i a  system was extended i n t o  

B r i t i s h  Columbia a f t e r  c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  s o m e  thought  w a s  g iven 



in milita headquarters to the mounting of spare guns from 
the navy yard, Esquimalt, in coastal batteries, but no 
practical steps were taken to put the plan into effect. The 
Dominion government had too few military resources at the 
time. The militia units raised on Vancouver Island were 
infantry, 

The catalyst which brought Royal Navy requirement, 
local desire and Dominion govenment support together to pro- 
duce a practical result was the crisis in British-Russian 
affairs in 1878. In the emergency, the Colonial Defence 
Committee was formed in London, England, to take immediate 
action to defend the important naval ports of the Empire 
from attack by marauding warships of the large Russian 
navy. To protect Esquimalt the committee coordinated the 
loan of guns from Esquimalt navy yard, the raising of local 
volunteers in Victoria to man them and the dispatch of an 
artillery officer by the Dominion's militia headquarters to 
see to their mounting in earthwork batteries along the 
Victoria-Esquimalt waterfront. 

War did not  occur between Britain and Russia in 1878, 
but the emergency did bring home to the authorities in 
London the critical need for the development of a long term 
policy with regard to the defence of coaling stations and 
other ports essential to the Royal Navy's defence of the 
British Empire. A Royal Commission, the Carnarvon commis- 
sion after its chairman Lord Carnarvon, was formed to 
examine the defences of such stations and ports and make 
recommendations. The commission-conducted extensive 
enquiries from 1879 to 1882. 

Sir John A. Macdonald, the Canadian Prime Minister, 
gave evidence before the commission in London. He described 
Canada as a developing nation heavily committed at the time 
to the completion of a transcontinental railway. He was 
confident that the completion of the railway would bring 



prosperity to the West coast and that the line would be a 
strategically important link for the British Empire. Under 
these circumstances, it was suggested that it would be 
foolish for Britain to abandon Esquimalt, guardian of trade 
and the western terminus of the railway. Macdonald went on 
to appeal to the Imperial conscience, arguing that, because 
of the Dominion government's commitment to British Columbia 
at the time of confederation, confederation itself was 
threatened, and this was occurring at a time when the Do- 
minion resources were fully committed. Only the British 
could ease the situation. 

In spite of Macdonald 's eloquent presentation, the 
Carnarvon Commission recommended the Esquimalt base be 
abandoned and the Pacific Squadron be dispersed to the China 
station. But the Prime Minister's presentation did have 
some effect for a rider was added to the recommendation to 
the effect that if the Dominion government felt that the 
Pacific Squadron and its base at Esquimalt should be re- 
tained, then the base should have a garrison and defence 
works and armament which could be provided with Britain and 
Canada sharing the cost. This, and the dissension of the 
Royal Navy's representative on the committee, who recom- 
mended the continuation of the squadron and the protection 
of the base in a separate paper, combined to neutralise the 
commission's recommendation. 

The possibility of fortifying Esquimalt on a cost shar- 
ing basis was taken up again by the Colonial Defence Commit- 
tee in 1885 at a time when there-was another crisis in 
British-Russian affairs and when the transcontinental rail- 
way was close to completion. The idea was accepted in 
principle by both the British and Dominion governments, but 
settling the details of an agreement took another eight 
years. 



Under the terms of the British-Canadian agreement of 
1893, the Dominion government would provide all sites for 
works and buildings and Work Point barracks for the 
garrison, pay half the cost of the works and their 
maintenance, pay the full cost of a British garrison of 75 
marine artillerymen, contribute to the cost of their 
accommodation, maintain a force of 100 militia artillerymen 
in an eastern province ready to move by rail to Esquimalt in 
an emergency, and reorganise the local militia to help man 
the new defences. The British government would construct 
and maintain all works and buildings, supply the marine 
artillerymen, the armament, equipment and submarine mining 
stores for the defences. The defences were to consist of 
batteries of three 6-inch B.L. guns each at Macaulay Point 
and Rodd Hill, a battery of four 9-inch R.M.L. High Angle 
guns in a location to be decided, a submarine minefield 
protected by two 6 pdr. Q.F. guns at Esquimalt harbour 
entrance, and a battery of six 16 pdr. field guns and six 
machine guns on field carriages for field defence of the 
fortifications. The effective date of the agreement was 1 
April 1894 and it was to last five years, at the end of 
which it was expected that the Dominion government would 
assume all responsibility for the defences. 

The Royal Marine Artillery Detachment advance party 
arrived in Esquimalt on 18 August 1893. The Canadian garri- 
son left the next day. A British officer of the Royal Eng- 
ineers arrived the same month to supervise construction of 
the defences and on 29 March 1894 the remainder of the 
marines marched into Work Point barracks. 

The achievements of the next few years were consider- 
able. By the end of the period, the batteries of 6-inch 
guns scheduled for Macaulay point and Rodd Hill were com- 
plete, the guns mounted. The two 6 pdr. guns, six 13 pdr. 
field guns, six machine guns and most of the minefield 



stores had a l l  a r r i v e d  from England. I n  1896, Major H . H .  

Muirhead, t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and 

L i e u t e n a n t  W.O. Boothby, to rpedo  L i e u t e n a n t  of H.M.S .  Royal 

A r t h u r ,  the f l a g s h i p  of the Pac i f ic  Squadron, had s u b m i t t e d  

a j o i n t  report wi th  recommendations f o r  s i t i n g  t h e  mine f i e ld  

and defence  e lec t r i c  l i g h t s  and for i n c l u d i n g  two more 6 
pdr .  guns i n  the defence  p l an .  The W a r  O f f i c e  accep ted  t h e  
recommendations and went f u r t h e r ,  approving t w o  ba t ter ies  o f  

t w o  each of the new 1 2  p d r .  Q.F. guns i n s t e a d  of t h e  6 

pdrs. Accordingly,  Belmont B a t t e r y  w a s  s t a r t e d  on 3 
September 1898 and Black Rock B a t t e r y  on 15  October 1898. 

While c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  under way, t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

Detachment t r a i n e d  the l o c a l  m i l i t i a  gunners ,  running a 

s choo l  of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1894, ano the r  i n  1895 and t w o  more 
i n  1896. I n  1897 and 1898,  a f t e r  the 6- inch guns w e r e  moun- 

ted,  the detachment i n s t r u c t e d  the m i l i t i a  i n  t h e i r  u s e  and 
the use  of a r t i l l e r y  in s t rumen t s  such as the Depress ion 

Range F inde r .  On 5 November 1898, t h e  m i l i t i a  f i r e d  the 

6- inch guns a t  Rodd H i l l  and Macaulay Po in t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  and on 20 May 1899, f i r ed  t h e  1 3  pdr. f i e l d  guns from a 

p o s i t i o n  i n  f r o n t  of Beacon H i l l ,  Victoria.  The marines had 

a l s o  w r i t t e n  the f irst  defence  scheme f o r  Esquimalt  and sub-  

m i t t e d  it t o  the War O f f i c e  f o r  approva l .  

But the f i v e  y e a r s  of  t h e  marine a r t i l l e r y  g a r r i s o n  had 

also encompassed some f a i l u r e s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The major- 

i t y  of the submarine mining equipment had not  a r r i v e d  u n t i l  
1898 and t h e  16  submarine miners  i n  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l -  

l e r y  Detachment were t o o  f e w  f o r - t h e  work of l a y i n g ,  main- 

t a i n i n g  and o p e r a t i n g  the m i n e f i e l d .  The 1893 agreement had 

n o t  con ta ined  any s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Canada supply ing  

m i l i t i a  submarine miners  to  work w i t h  t h e  marines ,  a l though  
th i s  had been under d i s c u s s i o n ,  and so none were s u p p l i e d .  

Major Muirhead had recommended t h a t  the proposed b a t t e r y  of 
f o u r  9- inch R.M.L. High Angle guns be rep laced  by a b a t t e r y  



of two 9 .2  i n c h  B.L.  guns t o  be s i t e d  on S igna l  H i l l .  T h e  

recommendation had not  been approved by t h e  W a r  O f f i c e  u n t i l  

1899. Canada 's  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of 100 men s t a t i o n e d  i n  an 

e a s t e r n  prov ince  had had no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a i n  on t h e  new 
armament a t  Esquimal t  and because of th i s  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  

defences  w a s  cons ide red  of doub t fu l  va lue .  Most impor tan t-  

l y ,  it w a s  no t  a t  a l l  c lear  whether t h e  Dominion government 

o r  the B r i t i s h  government w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  defence o f  

Esquimal t ,  nor who held l o c a l  execu t ive  command. 

Many of the f a i l u r e s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  were known t o  the 

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  London by 1896. Over the next  t w o  y e a r s  t hey  

were d i scussed  by the C o l o n i a l  Defence Committee, t h e  W a r  

O f f i c e ,  the Admiralty and the Co lon ia l  Of f i ce .  B y  the end 
of 1898, t h e r e  w a s  g e n e r a l  agreement among them t h a t  Esqui-  

m a l t  should con t inue  t o  be defended on ly  on a scale s u f f i -  

c i e n t  t o  resist the a t tack of a f o r c e  of up t o  one o r  t w o  

c r u i s e r s  and the t r o o p s  tha t  might be landed from them, and 

n o t  on a scale t o  p r o t e c t  it from an a t t a c k  which might be 

made by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  of America. I t  w a s  also agreed 

that  the Imper i a l  government should assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  the defence  of Esquimal t  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the 

land defence  r e s t i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  the War O f f i c e .  Fur-  
t h e r ,  the B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  should be inc reased  and 

Canada and B r i t a i n  should share. c o s t s .  
P roposa l s  f o r  a new agreement on t h e  defence of Esqui- 

m a l t  were s e n t  by the B r i t i s h  government t o  t h e  Dominion 
government on 1 February 1899, t w o  months be fo re  the 1893 

agreement would expire .  T h e  p roposa l s  w e r e  f avourab ly  
r e c e i v e d .  Under t h e  t e r m s  of the f i n a l  agreement,  B r i t a i n  

would supply a permanent g a r r i s o n  o f  3 2 2  a l l  ranks ,  assume 
€or t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  agreement f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

t h e  defence,  appo in t  an  Imperial o f f i ce r  t o  command, con t in-  
ue t o  s u p e r v i s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the works and b u i l d i n g s  and 

supply armament and equipment.  Canada would c o n t r i b u t e  a 



fixed sum of 21,000 pounds annually toward the cost of main- 
tenance of the Imperial garrison and another fixed annual 
sum of 12,500 pounds for the prime charges for barrack 
accommodation for the Imperial troops. The Dominion govern- 
ment would be relieved of the responsibility for maintaining 
100 artillerymen in readiness to reinforce Esquimalt, but 
would provide a militia force of 623 all ranks for the 
garrison: 5 officers and 155 other ranks of the artillery, 3 

officers and 53 other ranks submarine mining engineers, 15 
officers and 415 other ranks of the infantry. This militia 
force would be subject to annual inspection by the Imperial 
officer commanding Esquimalt or the Lieutenant-General com- 
manding in Canada - the British commander of Halifax - and 
on the imminence of war the force would be placed under the 
orders of the Imperial officer commanding Esquimalt. The 
agreement was for ten years, at the end of which it was 
expected that Canada would be ready to assume all responsi- 
bility for the defence of Esquimalt. The new arrangements 
would start on 30 September 1899. 

The practical results of the first British-Canadian 
agreement for the defence of Esquimalt, in force for the 
period 1893-99, were a better trained local artillery mili- 
tia and permanent batteries of modern guns at Macaulay Point 
and Rodd Hill. These results, though very valuable in them- 
selves, were not sufficient, even with the presence of 7 5  

Royal Marine Artillerymen, for the defences of Esquimalt to 
be viable. The British authorities drew on their experience 
of the first agreement when composing the second. The 
agreement of 1899 was intended to provide a viable defence 
for the naval station at Esquimalt against a limited scale 
of attack for a period of ten years during which the 
responsibility for the defence would lie with the British 
War Office. It was expected that at the end of ten years 
the Canadian military would be ready to assume complete 



r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  from t h e  War O f f i c e .  
This s tudy ,  t h e  t h i r d  i n  a series r e l a t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  defence of V i c t o r i a  and Esquimal t ,  shows t h a t  t h e  

agreement of 1899 d i d  no t  run  i t s  full t e r m .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  account  of  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1899 t o  the withdrawal  

of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  i n  1906. I t  beg ins  w i t h  a chrono- 

logy  of the period. The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  c o n t a i n s  a n a r r a t i v e  

h i s t o r y  of the g a r r i s o n  and of the f o r t i f i c a t i o n  and b a r r a c k  

expansion programmes of t h e  pe r iod .  Two more c h a p t e r s  pro- 

v i d e  narrow focus  s t u d i e s  on t w o  p a r t i c u l a r  aspects: sub- 
marine mining and t h e  1902 Defence Scheme. Then t h e r e  is a 
h i s t o r y  of t h e  local m i l i t i a  for t h e  p e r i o d  1899-1906 and,  
f i n a l l y ,  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the events  which led t o  the evacu- 

a t i o n  of t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n .  The n a r r a t i v e  is suppor ted  
by ample appendices  of d e t a i l ,  numerous photographs and 

drawings,  a b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  endnotes ,  a l is t  of a b b r e v i a t i o n s  

and a g l o s s a r y  of the m i l i t a r y  terms used. 
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Abbreviations used 

A/Bombardier 
A.O.D. 
A.Q.M.G. 
B.A.O.R. 
B.C. . 

B.L. 
C.B. 
C.G.S. 
C.M.G. 

co. 
coy. 
Cpl. 
C.P.R. 
C . S . M .  

cwt . 
Det. 
D.S.O. 
E.C. 
F.C. 
F.S. 
G.C. 
G.C.B. 
G.G.C. 
G.O.C. 
G.S.O. 
n.M.s. 
H .M. S s .  

Acting Bombardier 
Army ordnance depot 
Assistant Quartermaster-General 
British Army of the Rhine 
British Columbia or Battery Commander 
Breech loading 
Commander of the Order of the Bath 
Chief of the General Staff 
Commander of the Order of St. Michael and 
St. George 
Company 
Company 
Corporal 
Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company Sergeant Major 
Hundred weight 
Detachment 
Distinguished Service Order 
Electro-contact 
Fire Commander 
Field Service 
Gun captain 
Knight Grand Cross of the Bath 
Gun Group Commander 
General Officer Commanding 
General Staff Officer 
Her Majesty's Ship 
Her Majesty's Ships 



H.P. 
H.R.H. 
K.C.B. 
K.C.M.G. 

lb . 
M.D. 
M.F.W. 
M.S.C. 
N.C.O. 
N.S. 
O.C. 
O.C.R.E. 
O.C.S.M. 
pdr. 
Q.E. 
Q.F. 
Q.M.S. 
R.A. 
R.A.M.C. 
R.C.A. 
R.C.E. 
R.C.G.A. 
R.E. 
R.G.A. 
R.M.A. 
R.M.C. 
R.M.L. 
R.M.S. 
R.N. 
R.S.M. 
S .  

S.A. 
Sergt. 

Hydro-pneumatic 
His Royal Highness 
Knight Commander of the Bath 
Knight Commander of the Order of St. Michael 
and St. George 
Pound 
Doctor of Medicine 
Military Foreman of Works 
Medical Service Corps 
Non-commissioned officer 
Nova Scotia 
Officer Commanding 
Officer Commanding Royal Engineers 
Officer Commanding Submarine Mining 
Pounder 
Quadrant elevation 
Quick firing 
Quartermaster sergeant 
Royal Artillery 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
Royal Canadian Artillery 
Royal Canadian Engineers 
Royal Canadian Garrison Artillery 
Royal Engineers 
Royal Garrison Artillery 
Royal Marine Artillery 
Royal Military College 
Rifled muzzle loading 
Royal Mail Ship 
Royal Navy 
Regimental Sergeant Major 
South 
South Africa 
Sergeant 



S g t .  

S . M .  

Spr . 
S.S. 

S . W .  

U . S . A .  

W .  

W.D. 

W.O. 

S e r g e a n t  
S u b m a r i n e  m i n i n g  

Sapper 

Steamship 

Sou thwes t  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America 

W e s t  

Western D i v i s i o n  

w a r r a n t  O f f i c e r  or W a r  O f f i c e  



Chronology 

1898 

1899 26 July 

9 September 

23 September 

28 September 

29 September 

Esquimalt Defence Scheme drafted 
by officers of Royal Marine 
Artillery Detachment and 
submitted to British War Office 
for approval. 
Militia General Order authorises 
reorganisation of 5th B.C. Regi- 
ment Canadian Artillery: 1st 
Battalion in Victoria becomes 
new 5th Regiment, 2nd Battalion 
in Vancouver/New Westminster 
becomes 6th Battalion of Rifles. 
Advance party of R.E. submarine 
miners arrives in Esquimalt. 
Advance party of relieving 
garrison arrives in Esquimalt: 
Lieutenant V.L. Beer, two 
sergeants and 10 gunners of 
R.G.A. and Quartermaster 
Sergeant E. Morris of the Army 
Service Corps. 
Royal Marine Artillery Detach- 
ment leaves Esquimalt for 
England. 
19 Company Western Division 
Royal Garrison Artillery arrive 
in Esquimalt from Halifax, N . S .  



30 September 

9 October 

18 October 

2 2  October 

8 November 

30 November 

1 December 

1900 1 Janua ry  

E f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of second 
Bri t ish- Canadian agreement f o r  

defence  of Esquimal t .  Ten year  

t e r m .  
Outbreak of Boer War. 

Major-General E.T.H.  H u t t o n  
i n s p e c t s  Esquimalt  f o r t i f i -  

c a t i o n s  and Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s .  

South Af r i can  w a r  detachment of 
v o l u n t e e r s  of one o f f i c e r  and 25 

o t h e r  ranks  from 5 t h  B.C. Regi- 

ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  l e a v e  
Victor ia  t o  form part  of A 

Company 2nd ( S p e c i a l  Se rv ice )  
B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regi- 

ment. 

October-November Reorgan i sa t ion  of 5 t h  B.C. Regi- 
ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  i n  
accordance wi th  Mi l i t i a  Gene ra l  

Order of 26 J u l y .  
A u t h o r i t y  g iven  f o r  the con- 

s t r u c t i o n  of the submarine mine- 
f i e l d  t e s t  room and observ ing  

s t a t i o n  a t  Duntze Head. 

2nd ( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  

Royal Canadian Regiment d i s -  

embarks i n  Capetown, S . A .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of the t e s t  room a t  
Duntze Head commences. 
O f f i c i a l  r e t u r n  of B r i t i s h  

g a r r i s o n  Esquimal t :  

Royal A r t i l l e r y  - 5 o f f i c e r s ,  

141  N . C . 0 . s  and men. 

Royal Engineers  - 1 o f f i c e r ,  3 1  

N . C . 0 . s  and men. 



1 February  

18 February 

1 0  March 

18 A p r i l  

A p r i l  

9 May 

May 

24 May 

26 May 

48 (Submarine Mining) Company 

Royal Engineers  formed a t  
C h a t h a m ,  England, f o r  service a t  

Esqu imal t .  

B a t t l e  of Paardeberg ,  S.A. F o u r  

men of 5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Cana- 

d i a n  A r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  i n  Act ion .  
Two 6 pdr .  Hotchk iss  Q.F. guns  

mounted i n  t w o  barbette emplace- 
m e n t s  a t  Duntze  Head by t h i s  

d a t e .  

Submarine m i n e f i e l d  o b s e r v i n g  

s t a t i o n  a t  Dun tze  Head com- 

p l e t e d .  A l l  m i n e f i e l d  l a n d  
cables l a i d .  

R igh t  h a l f  of A Company 3 r d  

( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  
Royal Canadian Regiment of 

I n f a n t r y  r a i s e d  i n  Esqu imal t .  

Q u a r t e r e d  i n  t h e  nava l  h o s p i t a l  

b u i l d i n g s  a t  H o s p i t a l  P o i n t .  
48 (Submarine Mining) Company 

R . E .  embark on T u n i s i a n ,  L iver -  

pool, England, f o r  H a l i f a x ,  N . S .  

M i l i t i a  General  Order 38 au tho r -  

ises r e t i t l i n g  of 6 t h  B a t t a l i o n  

of R i f l e s  as 6 t h  Regiment The 

Duke-of Connaught ' s  Own R i f l e s .  

Queen ' s  B i r t hday  m i l i t a r y  and 

nava l  review a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  
48 (Submarine Mining) Company 

R . E .  and a detachment of R.G.A.  

a r r i v e  i n  Esqu imal t .  



16 June 

2 November 

28 May-1 June 

11-15 June 

15 June 

Rear Admiral Andrew Bickford 
C.M.G., takes over as 
Commander-in-Chief Pacific 
Station from Rear Admiral Lewis 
Beaumont. 
Annual inspection of 5th B.C. 
Regiment Canadian Artillery. 
19 Company Western Division 
R.G.A. annual firing practice at 
Macaulay Point 
Captain M.G. Blanchard, former 
adjutant of 5th B.C. Regiment 
Canadian Artillery died of 
wounds in South Africa. 
5th B.C. Regiment Canadian 
Artillery practice 6-inch gun 
drill under supervision of 19 
Company Western Division R.G.A. 

2-3 September Esquimalt Defence Scheme annual 
mobilisation. 

3 October-11 November 19 Company Western Division 
R.G.A. School Of Artillery for 
militia. 

5 October 5 Company (Submarine Mining) of 
5th B.C. Regiment Canadian 
Artillery ordered to revert to 
artillery training. 

18 October 5th B.C. Regiment Canadian 
Artillery rehearses drills at 
Macaulay Point for 6-inch and 13 
pdr. firing. 
Submarine Mining Test Room at 
Duntze Head completed. 



30 November 

1901 22  January  

30 March 

A p r i l  

4 June 

14 June 

28 June 

29 June 

2 September 

13  September 

1-3 October 

Duntze Head engine room com- 

p l e t e d .  

Death of Queen V i c t o r i a .  Suc- 
ceeded by King Edward V I I .  

F o r t  Rodd H i l l  engine room com- 

p l e t e d .  

Right  Half of A Company 3 rd  

( S p e c i a l  Se rv i ce )  B a t t a l i o n  

Royal Canadian Regiment l eaves  

Esquimalt  t o  j o i n  the b a t t a l i o n  

i n  H a l i f a x .  

I n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e n g t h  o f  48 

(Submarine Mining) Company R.E. 

t o  r e p l a c e  m i l i t i a  a u t h o r i s e d  i n  

London, England. 

V i s i t  of Colonel  B . R .  Biscoe t o  

Esquimal t .  

1 and 2 Companys 5 t h  B.C.  Regi- 

ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  13 

pdr .  f i e l d  guns a t  T r i a l  I s l a n d .  

3-6 Companys 5 t h  B.C. Regiment 

Canadian A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  6- inch 

guns and Maxim machine guns a t  

Macaulay Poin t .  

Esquimal t  Defence Scheme annual  

m o b i l i s a t i o n .  

5 t h  B .C .  Regiment Canadian A r-  

t i l l e r y  complete f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  

a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  

Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and 

York ( l a t e r  King George V and 

Queen Mary) a r r i v e  Victor ia  from 
Vancouver aboard R.M.S. Empress 

of I n d i a  e s c o r t e d  by H.M.Ss. 



1 December 

3 December 

11 December 

1902 12 January 

29 January 

30 January 
February 

12 April 

April 

May 

Amphion, Phaeton, Condor and 
Sparrowhawk and C.G.S. Quadra 
for two day visit. 
21 Company Western Division 
R.G.A. arrive Esquimalt from 
Hal if ax. 
19 Company Western Division 
R.G.A. sail from Victoria aboard 
R.M.S. Empress of China for Hong 
Kong . 
Lieutenant-Colonel F.B. Gregory 
hands over command of 5th B.C. 
Regiment Canadian Artillery to 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.R. Munro. 
H.M.S. Condor reported overdue 
after leaving Esquimalt 2 Decem- 
ber. Disappeared with all 
hands. 
Report of Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
Grant R.E., Garrison Commander, 
calls for revision of scale of 
defence of Esquirnalt. 
Anglo-Japanese alliance. 
Two 12 pdr. Q.F. guns mounted in 
Black Rock Battery. 
Admiralty informs War Office 
that in event of war with 
U.S.A., Esquimalt could not be 
defended. 
21 Company Western Division 
R.G.A. retitled 8 3  Company 
R.G.A. 
Telephone hut, R.G.A. cookhouse 
and bathhouse, Officers 



2 7  May-4 June 

3 1  May 

7 June  

15-29 June 

28 June 

30 June  

June 

J u l y  

1 2  September 

September 

4 October 

q u a r t e r s ,  R.E.  r e c r e a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment completed i n  Work Po in t  b a r r a c k s .  

Major-General S i r  Char les  Parsons ,  

General O f f i c e r  Commanding Troops i n  
Canada i n s p e c t s  Esquimalt  defence 

works and t r o o p s .  

T r e a t y  of Ver i en ig ing  ends S o u t h  

Af r i can  w a r .  
S i t e  f o r  new 1 2  pd r .  Q.F. gun b a t t e r y  

a t  Duntze Head approved by B r i t i s h  War 

O f f i c e .  

5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

i n  camp a t  Macaulay P o i n t  

1 and 2 Companys 5 th  B.C. Regiment 

Canadian A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  13 p d r .  f i e l d  

guns a t  T r i a l  I s l a n d ,  and 3-6 Companys 

f i r e  6- inch guns and Maxim machine 
guns a t  Macaulay Poin t .  

A u t h o r i t y  given fo r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
Defence E l e c t r i c  L igh t  emplacements 3 

and 4 a t  Duntze Head. 

R.G.A. company o f f i c e  and l a t r i n e s  

completed i n  Work P o i n t  ba r r acks .  

Marr ied Quar te rs  completed i n  Work 

P o i n t  ba r r acks .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of Defence E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  

emplacements 3 and 4 a t  Dun tze  Head 

commences. 

Stable and G a r r i s o n  Recrea t ion  Estab-  

l i s h m e n t  completed i n  Work P o i n t  

b a r r a c k s .  

5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

o r d e r  s t i p u l a t e s  no promotion f o r  



November 

4 December 

24 December 

29 December 

1903 9 January 

28 February 

N.C.0.s and gunners in future without 
certificate from School of Artillery. 

October-December 5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery 
school of artillery including signal 
training. 

6 October 83 Company R.G.A. inspected by 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. Rigg R.G.A. 

31 October Cable completed from Bamfield, Van- 
couver Island to Brisbane, Australia. 

October Two R.G.A. accommodation blocks, the 
Garrison Regimental Institute, an iso- 
lation ward and a mortuary and disin- 
fecting room completed in Work Point 
barracks. 
Barrack room for R.A.M.C. personnel, 
R.G.A. sergeants mess and two W.O. 
quarters completed in Work Point 
barracks. 
Authority given for construction of 
fighting post for Officer Commanding 
Submarine Mining at Duntze Head. 
Defence Electric Light emplacements 3 
and 4 completed at Duntze Head. 
3rd (Special Service) Battalion Royal 
Canadian Regiment disbanded in 
Halifax, N . S .  

Construction of Submarine Mining post 
at Duntze Head starts. 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.R. Munro, Com- 
manding Officer of 5th B.C. Regiment 
Canadian Artillery, resigns due to ill 
health. Lieutenant-Colonel J.A. Hall 
succeeds. 



3 1  March 

24 May 

2 9  May 

June 

15-16 June 

22  June 

24,25 June 

26 June 

2 8  June 

June 

2 9  August 

Submarine Mining fighting post at 
Duntze Head completed. 45 seat infant 
school completed in Work Point 
barracks. 
War Office memo to Committee on 
Imperial Defence shows neither 
Admiralty nor War Office consider 
Esquimalt to be of any war time 
strategic consequence. 
Original concrete walled magazine for 
6 pdr. Hotchkiss Q.F. ammunition at 
Duntze Head reappropriated as R.A. 
store. Construction of Electric Light 
Directing Station in Upper Battery, 
Fort Rodd Hill, starts. 
Defence telephone communications 
installed by this date. 
Esquimalt Defence Scheme night exer- 
cises to test anti-torpedo boat de- 
fences . 
Esquimalt Defence Scheme annual mbil- 
isation. 
83 Company R.G.A. fire Macaulay Point 
guns in practice. 
83 Company R.G.A. inspected by 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. Rigg R.G.A. 
Authority given for construction of 1 2  

pdr.-Q.F. battery at Duntze Head 
5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery 
fire 13 pdr. field guns, 6-inch guns 
and Maxim machine guns at Macaulay 
Point. 
Construction of 12 pdr. Q.F. battery 
at Duntze Head starts. 



1 December 

29 December 

30 December 

1904 January 

8 February 

14 September Major-General Sir Chas. Parsons 
K.c.M.G. visits Esquimalt garrison. 

21,22 September Major-General F.G. Slade C.B., R.A. 
inspects Esquimalt defence works and 
troops. 

September-December 5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery 
school of artillery. 

15 October Commodore James Goodrich appointed 
Commander-in-Chief Pacific Station, 
relieving Rear Admiral Andrew 
Bickford, C.M. G. 
Possibility of Canada assuming re- 
sponsibility for defence of Halifax 
and Esquimalt discussed at meeting of 
Committee on Imperial Defence. 
83 Company R.G.A. sails from Victoria 
aboard R.M.S. Empress of India for 
Hong Kong. 
58 Company R.G.A. arrives Esquimalt 
from Halifax. 36 sappers, 4 R.A.M.C. 
16 women and 20 children in party. 
Lieutenant-Colonel C.E. English, com- 
manding 58 Company R.G.A., appointed 
to command the garrison vice Major 
E.H. Bland R.E. 
Garrison laundry completed in Work 
Point barracks. 
Outbreak of the Russian-Japanese war. 
Japan attacks Port Arthur bottling up 

8 April 

4 June 

the Russian fleet. 
Entente Cordial between Br 
France. 
Sergeant Major A. Mulcahy, 
militia, R.S.M. of 5th 9.C 

tain and 

permanent 
Regiment 



17 June 

18 June 

30 November 

6 December 

20 June 

30 June 

June 

Canadian Artillery for 11 years hands 
over to Company Sergeant Major E .  

McDougall of the regiment and 
continues to serve on the District 
Staff as instructor to the regiment. 
5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery 
fire 6-inch guns at Macaulay Point. 
5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery 
fire 13 pdr. field guns at Macaulay 
Point. 
Esquimalt Defence Scheme annual 
mobilisation. 
Duntze Head Battery for two 1 2  pdr. 
Q.F. guns completed. 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.R. Munro, Former 
Commanding Officer of 5th B.C. Regi- 
ment Canadian Artillery dies and is 
given a military funeral by the regi- 
ment. 

26 September Earl Grey appointed Governor-General 
of Canada. 

30 September Provost establishment completed in 
Work Point barracks. 

13 October St. Pauls church, Esquimalt, the naval 
and garrison church, reconsecrated on 
its new site after being moved. 

11 November R.S.M. E. McDougall confirmed in 
appointment as R.S.M. of 5th B.C. 
Regiment Canadian Artillery. 
Bandmaster Finn of 5th B.C. Regiment 
Canadian Artillery resigns after 11 
years service. 
First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord 
Selbourne, discloses plan for 



redistribution of the British fleet. 
Pacific Squadron to disappear. 
Admiralty informs Colonial Office that 
Esquimalt naval establishment is to be 
reduced to a cadre on which no money 
would be spent in peace. 
Canadian Government formally requests 
takeover of Halifax and Esquimalt. 
S . S .  Keemum loads naval stores in 
Esquimalt harbour. 
Commodore J.E.C. Goodrich, 
Commander-in-Chief Pacific Station, 
attends official R.N. farewell party 
in legislative buildings Victoria. 
Commodore J.E.C. Goodrich lowers his 
broad pennant aboard H.M.S. Bona- 
venture in Esquimalt harbour. 
Submarine mines and mining equipment 
loaded aboard S . S .  Penthlisea in 
Esquimalt harbour. 
Lieutenant-Colonel English, garrison 
commander, announces 1 July 1905 as 
day on which Canada will assume re- 
sponsibility for the Esquimalt de- 
fences. 
Militia General Order (Special) au- 
thorises reorganisation of 5th B.C. 
Regiment Canadian Artillery with re- 
duction in number of companys. 
British-Canadian agreement. Canada to 
take over Halifax on 1 July 1905 and 
Esquimalt by 1 July 1906. 

16 December 

1905 20 January 

2 7  January 

2 5  February 

1 March 

8 March 

9 March 

9 May 

13 May 



26 May 

27-29 May 

23 June 

24 June 

2 7  June 

June  

June  

1 J u l y  

J u l y  

1 2  August 

August 

Co lon ia l  Defence Committee recommends 

abandonment of Esquimalt  a s  a 
f o r t i f i e d  port and c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of a 
Canadian defence e f f o r t s  on Ha l i f ax .  

Naval ba t t l e  of T s u s h i m a  S t r a i t s .  

Russian f l e e t  of 32 v e s s e l s  from 

European waters a n n i h i l a t e d  by 

Japanese  under Togo. 

5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  6- inch guns and Maxim machine 
guns a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  

5 t h  B .C .  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  13  pd r .  f i e l d  guns a t  Macaulay 

P o i n t .  

E x e r c i s e  t o  t e s t  f i e l d  f o r c e  of 

Esquimal t  Defence Scheme. 

Committee of Imper i a l  Defense  endorses  

recommendations of C o l o n i a l  Defence 
Committee of 26 May. 

5 th  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

i s s u e d  d r e s s  fo rage  caps .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  Dominion Day gun s a l u t e  

normal ly  f i r e d  by the Royal Navy f i r e d  

by  5 th  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l -  

l e r y  from Macaulay P o i n t .  

48 (Submarine Mining) Company R.E .  

r e t i t l e d  48 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company R . E .  

Renewal of Anglo-Japanese agreement 

f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  

C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e  informs Canadian 

government of Committee of Imper i a l  

Defence and C o l o n i a l  Defence Committee 

recommendations. 



1 September 

5 September 

18 September 

1 October 

11 October 

1906 10 February 

2 1  February 

20 March 

2 7  March 

Formation of the provinces  of A lbe r t a  

and Saskatchewan. 

T r e a t y  of Portsmouth ending the 

Russian- Japanese w a r .  
S i r  F rede r i ck  W. Borden K.C.M.G. ,  

M i n i s t e r  of M i l i t i a ,  i n s p e c t s  
Esquimal t  defence works and t r o o p s .  

5 th  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

adop t s  w h i t e  pugaree t o  be worn on 

helmets. 
5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

School of I n s t r u c t i o n  beg ins .  

Launching of the Dreadnought by the 

Royal Navy, the f i r s t  a l l  b i g  gun 

b a t t l e s h i p  mounting t e n  1 2  i n c h  guns, 

a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development i n  n a v a l  
w a r f a r e .  

C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e  requests  answer from 

Canada t o  despa tch  of August 1905 on 

Esquimal t .  

Corps of Royal Canadian E n g i n e e r s  

r eo rgan i sed  on inc reased  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of  25  o f f i c e r s  and 368 o t h e r  ranks  and 

a u t h o r i s e d  t o  form companies i n  H a l i -  

f a x  and E s q u i m a l t .  3 ( F o r t r e s s )  Com-  

pany R.C.E. a t  Esquimalt  w a s  known as 

a detachment u n t i l  1909 when it 
reached company s t r e n g t h .  

H.R.H.  P r ince  Arthur  of Connaught 

a r r ives  i n  V i c t o r i a  aboard R.M.S. 

Empress of Japan for  s t a y  of t h r e e  

days b e f o r e  going on t o  Vancouver. 



30 A p r i l  

2 May 

7 May 

7-10 May 

9 May 

Canadian Min i s t e r  of Mi l i t i a  and 
Defence, S i r  F rede r i ck  W. Borden 

K.C.M.G.  recommendation t o  P r i v y  

Counci l  on Esquimalt  defences  approved 

by Governor Genera l :  N o  change i n  

policy toward E s q u i m a l t  de fences  t o  be 

made p u b l i c :  school of i n s t r u c t i o n  of 

one company of R.C.G.A. and detachment 

of R.C.E.  t o  m a i n t a i n  the armament and 

works t o  r e p l a c e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n .  

Copy of P r i v y  Council  Proceedings  

passed  by Governor-General of Canada 

t o  the S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  f o r  t h e  

Co lon i e s .  
5 Company R.C.G.A. formed i n  Work 

Po in t  ba r r acks ,  Esquimalt .  w i t h  

t r a n s f e r s  from 5 8  Company R.G.A. 

L i e u t e n a n t  P. E l l i s t o n  commands w i t h  

Se rgean t  Major Warder as Company 

Sergeant  Major. 

L i e u t e n a n t  E l l i s t o n  and Se rgean t  Major 
A. Mulcahy of D i s t r i c t  Headquar ters  
t ake  over  defences:  

7 May F o r t  Macaulay 
8 May Duntze Head B a t t e r y ,  Black 

Rock B a t t e r y  

9 May F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

10 May S i g n a l  H i l l  B a t t e r y  - a l l  

work had stopped on t h i s  

b a t t e r y  on o r d e r s  from 

O t t a w a .  

G a l a  evening a t  Mi l i t i a  d r i l l  h a l l  on 

Menzies S t r ee t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  w i t h  Mayor 

p r e s e n t i n g  a cup t o  Lieutenant- Colonel  



1 2  May 

1 7  May 

23 May 

Eng l i sh  t o  commemorate t h e  d e p a r t u r e  

of t h e  Br i t i sh  g a r r i s o n .  
F i r s t  schedule  day of d e p a r t u r e  f o r  

the g a r r i s o n .  

Main body of B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  l eaves  
V i c t o r i a  aboard S.S. Charmer f o r  

Vancouver. 

S e c r e t a r y  of State  f o r  Colonies  p a s s e s  

copy of Canadian P r i v y  Council  
Proceedings  on Esquimalt  t o  Committee 

of Imper i a l  Defence. 



Gunners and Sappers:  F o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and Barracks  

Three companies of the Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  and one and 

a h a l f  companies of Royal Engineers  completed p e r i o d s  of 
G a r r i s o n  du ty  a t  Esquimal t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1899-1906. 

They w e r e  there under the terms of an agreement s igned  by 
Canada and B r i t a i n  i n  1899 t o  p rov ide  fo r  t h e  defence of 

Esquimal t .  During the i r  p e r i o d  of s e r v i c e  the defence  

scheme reached a h i g h  l e v e l  of  t e c h n i c a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and 
o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y .  When the l a s t  companies l e f t  i n  May 
1906, they l e f t  behind a s t r o n g  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y  

regiment ,  which they  had t r a i n e d  f o r  du ty  i n  t h e  de fences ,  

and men from the i r  own ranks  who had t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Canadian 

s e r v i c e  t o  form t h e  nuc leus  of a Canadian r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n .  

T h i s  w a s  the legacy of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n s  a t  Esquimal t .  

, The f i r s t  companies of Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  t h a t  
s e rved  i n  Esquimal t  were numbered and t i t l e d  i n  accordance 

w i t h  a system a p p l i e d  world w i d e  by the B r i t i s h  army. A 

Royal Warrant of 1 June 1899 d i v i d e d  the Royal A r t i l l e r y ,  

the gunners of the B r i t i s h  Army, i n t o  t w o  co rps :  one of the 

Royal Horse A r t i l l e r y  and Royal F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y ,  and a n o t h e r  
of the Royal Garr ison A r t i l l e r y .  The Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l -  

l e ry  supp l i ed  t h e  officers and men, i n  companies, f o r  t h e  

f i x e d  bat ter ies  of guns i n  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  B r i t a i n  and i n  
many s t a t i o n s  throughout  the B r i t i s h  E m p i r e .  S t a t i o n s  a t  

home and abroad w e r e  grouped i n  d i v i s i o n s  and the companies 

of  a d i v i s i o n  c a r r i e d  a d i v i s i o n a l  number and t i t l e  and 
rotated among the s t a t i o n s  of the d i v i s i o n .  Thus t h e  f i r s t  

company t o  reach Esquimalt  i n  1899 was t i t l e d  19 Company 



Western Div i s ion  Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y .  
This  system, w i t h  i ts  d u p l i c a t i o n  of company numbering, 

q u i c k l y  proved u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and w a s  amended by a S p e c i a l  
Army Order  i n  November 1901 which abo l i shed  both t h e  d i v i -  

s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and d i v i s i o n a l  numbering of companies. 
From 1 Janua ry  1902,  a l l  Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  companies 

w e r e  numbered i n  one sequence from one t o  1 0 5 ,  se rved  short 

p e r i o d s  a t  each s t a t i o n  and moved between s t a t i o n s  on 

prescribed c i r c u i t s  beg inn ing  and ending i n  B r i t a i n .  Two of 

t h e  three companies s t a t i o n e d  a t  Esquimalt  were a f f e c t e d  by 

these changes,  one be ing  renumbered and r e t i t l e d  whi le  a t  

Esquimal t ,  the second a r r i v i n g  b e a r i n g  a number and t i t l e  

under the new system. 

By c o n t r a s t ,  the one and a half  companies of Royal 

Engineers  of  the g a r r i s o n  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  formed f o r  ser- 
v i c e  i n  Esquimal t .  They se rved  i n  the g a r r i s o n  f o r  t h e  

whole p e r i o d  1900-1906. The half  company was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  the maintenance of t h e  defence  works and the g a r r i s o n  

b a r r a c k s  a t  Work P o i n t  and would c a r r y  o u t  f i e l d  eng inee r ing  

when t h e  defences  w e r e  mobilised. The f u l l  company w a s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  aspects of the p lanning ,  maintenance and 

o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  submarine m i n e f i e l d  in tended  for the en- 

t r a n c e  t o  Esquimal t  ha rbour .  - See Submarine Mining. 

Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s ,  when t h e  one and a h a l f  companies 

a r r i v e d . l  The detachment of sappe r s  of 18 Company Royal 
Engineers  w h o  had a r r i v e d  i n  May 1894 were d i s p e r s e d ,  some 

be ing  absorbed i n  the newly a r r i v e d  companies and some 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Ha l i f ax .  T h e  o f f i c e r  commanding t h e  detach-  

ment, L i e u t e n a n t  G.C.E. E l l i o t t ,  commanded the new half com- 
pany. The Royal Engineer  works s t a f f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

p l ann ing ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and maintenance of the defence works 

and b a r r a c k s  remained the s m a l l  e n t i t y  it had always been. 

See Appendix C.  A s m a l l  advance p a r t y  of seven submarine 

There w a s  a Royal Engineer  element a t  Esquimalt ,  i n  

- 



miners  who had joined the g a r r i s o n  i n  September 1899 were 
able t o  welcome t h e  remainder of t h e i r  company when it 
a r r i v e d .  

A s  w e l l  as gunners and sappe r s ,  t h e r e  were r ep re sen ta-  
t i v e s  of the Royal Army Medical Corps,  t h e  Army Ordnance 

Corps, the Army Pay Department and the Army S e r v i c e  Corps i n  

the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n .  They w e r e  the g a r r i s o n  adminis t ra-  
t o r s ,  looking  af ter  t h e  s i c k ,  supply ing  weapons and equip-  

ment, a ccoun t ing  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  expend i tu re  and supply ing  
food and f u e l .  These men were few i n  number and d id  n o t  

a r r i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  a body, b u t  t r i c k l e d  i n  t o  assume t h e i r  

d u t i e s  from t h e  of f icers  and men of the  Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  
company over  the whole pe r iod  1890-1906. Because of their  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  the i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r o l e  and t h e i r  very  

l i m i t e d  numbers, the d e t a i l s  of the i r  h i s t o r y  are o f t e n  

vague. Their r o l e  and the i r  presence  i n  the g a r r i s o n  should  
n o t  be f o r g o t t e n ,  b u t  t hey  are given lower p r i o r i t y  i n  t h i s  
n a r r a t i v e  t h a n  the gunners and sappe r s  who formed t h e  bu lk  

o f  the g a r r i s o n .  

The c i t i z e n s  o f  Victor ia  were w e l l  aware that  t h e  o l d  

s m a l l  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  of Royal Marine Ar t i l l e rymen  w a s  t o  

be replaced by a larger g a r r i s o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  weeks o f  1899. 
T h e  Daily C o l o n i s t  had carried news r e p o r t s  of the B r i t i s h -  

Canadian agreement and, e v e n t u a l l y ,  a r e p o r t  from H a l i f a x  
t ha t  a l a r g e  advance p a r t y  of the new g a r r i s o n  had l e f t  t h a t  

c i t y  a t  4 p.m. on Sa turday ,  16 September.2 It  appears  t h a t  
the r e p o r t  w a s  i n a c c u r a t e  f o r  the advance p a r t y  which 

a r r i v e d  i n  Victor ia  w a s  very much smaller.  I t  c o n s i s t e d  of 

L i e u t e n a n t  V.L .  B e e r ,  a g radua te  of t h e  Royal M i l i t a r y  

Col lege ,  Kingston,  and an o f f i c e r  of 19 Company Western 
D i v i s i o n  Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y ,  w i t h  two s e r g e a n t s  and 

t e n  gunners of the company and Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Sergeant  E .  

Morris of the Army S e r v i c e  Corps.3 Colonel  Co l l a rd  a l s o  

t r a v e l l e d  from Ha l i f ax  t o  d i s c u s s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  expansion of 
Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s  w i t h  the Royal Engineer  s t a f f .  The 



advance p a r t y  a r r i v e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  on 2 2  September 1899 and 
immediately began the t a s k  of t a k i n g  over  t h e  b a r r a c k s ,  

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  equipment and s t o r e s  from t h e  Royal Marine 

A r t i l l e r y  Detachment. T h e  t r a n s f e r  w a s  completed be fo re  t h e  

marines  l e f t  V i c t o r i a  s i x  days l a te r  on 2 8  September 1899. 

The main body of 1 9  Company Western Div i s ion  Royal G a r -  

r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  l e f t  H a l i f a x  on 2 3  Sept,ember 1899 t o  t h e  

chee r s  of a l a r g e  crowd. It  had been s t a t i o n e d  i n  H a l i f a x  

f o r  seven y e a r s  and b e f o r e  t h a t  had completed a t o u r  of duty  

i n  Barbados. The company was commanded, t empora r i l y ,  by 
Cap ta in  W.A. MacBean. Major A.E.C.  Myers, the company com- 

mander, d i e d  s h o r t l y  before the d e p a r t u r e  from H a l i f a x .  
Some 140 o f  a l l  ranks ,  t h e  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  of the company, 

made the journey by r a i l  a c r o s s  Canada. Within  the i r  ranks  
w a s  a band of 18 p i e c e s  under Se rgean t  Callum. They were 
accompanied by the i r  company medical o f f i c e r ,  Major James 

Moir of the Royal Army Medical Corps,  and about  a dozen 
fami l ies .  On a r r i v a l  i n  Victor ia  on 29 September 1899, t h e  

company w a s  cheered by a w a i t i n g  crowd as it disembarked and 
moved immediately to  Work Poin t  ba r r acks .  A b o u t  40 of t h e  

company w e r e  t empora r i l y  accommodated i n  C a s e m a t e  ba r r acks ,  
F o r t  Rodd H i l l ,  u n t i l  Work Po in t  barracks could be 

expanded.4 
W a r  f e v e r  w a s  running h igh  i n  V i c t o r i a  when 19 Company 

a r r i v e d .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Canadian c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the 

B r i t i s h  and Empire army i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w a s  a r e g u l a r  t o p i c  
for d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  c i t i z e n s  and a desire to  s e r v e  i n  
the f i e l d  w a s  p r e s e n t  among many-members of t h e  company. 

Wi th in  a f e w  weeks of the company's a r r i v a l ,  the f i r s t  de- 

tachment of l o c a l  m i l i t i a  v o l u n t e e r s  l e f t  V i c t o r i a  f o r  ser- 
v i c e  i n  South A f r i c a  w i t h  2nd B a t t a l i o n  ( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e )  

Royal Canadian Regiment. - See The M i l i t i a .  Two o f f i c e r s  of 
19 Company l e f t  Esquimalt  i n d i v i d u a l l y  f o r  the w a r  zone. 

Major Moir, t h e  company's medical  o f f i c e r ,  l e f t  on 18 



Janua ry  1900 a f t e r  a u c t i o n i n g  h i s  f u r n i t u r e  and pe r sona l  
e f f e c t s . 5  H i s  d u t i e s  w i th  the company were ass igned  t o  the 

c i v i l i a n  p r a c t i t i o n e r  who w a s  the l o c a l  m i l i t i a  r eg imen t ' s  
medical  o f f i c e r .  Capta in  Macaean, t h e  temporary Company 
Commander, l e f t  i n  February  1900 a f t e r  handing over t o  t h e  

new company commander Major J .G .E .  Wynne. MacBean's r e-  

placement as a c a p t a i n  of t h e  company, Captain  R . J .  Mac- 
donald ,  a r r i v e d  i n  March. Although it is c l e a r  t h a t  some 
o t h e r  ranks  of t h e  company a l s o  l e f t  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  South 
A f r i c a ,  the de ta i l s  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  involved a r e  unknown. 

T h e  appointment of Major J.G.E. Wynne t o  command 1 9  

Company, w a s  t ime ly  and w i s e .  A t  the t i m e  of h i s  p o s t i n g  he 

w a s  an i n s t r u c t o r  on the s t a f f  of t h e  School of  Gunnery a t  
Shoeburyness i n  England.6 H i s  expe r i ence  t h e r e  and h i s  ex-  
t e n s i v e  knowledge of equipment and gunnery techniques  would 

be i n v a l u a b l e  t o  the company's r o l e  of t r a i n i n g  the  l o c a l  
m i l i t i a  gunners and t o  the improvement of t h e  Defence Scheme 

fo r  Esquimal t .  Major Wynne, as s e n i o r  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  i n  
t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  would assume the d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

of F i r e  Commander of a l l  t h e  coast a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  i n  

t h e  defences  when the Defence Scheme w a s  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  
The company Major Wynne commanded w a s  a l s o  w e l l  s u i t e d  

t o  the t a s k  of r a i s i n g  the s t a n d a r d  of t r a i n i n g  of the m i -  

l i t i a  f o r  it had achieved an above average s t anda rd  of 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  i t s e l f .  A s h o r t  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Dai ly  

T i m e s  o f  1 2  May 1900 announced th i s  f a c t :  

A proud d i s t i n c t i o n  - N o .  19 C o . ,  W . D . ,  R . G . A .  

s t a t i o n e d  here, has j u s t  r ece ived  n o t i c e  from 
H a l i f a x  tha t  they  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  hence fo r th  t o  

wear gold c r o s s  guns and crown i n  r ecogn i t i on  of 
the f a c t  tha t  t hey  have proved t o  be t h e  best  

s h o o t i n g  company i n  Canada.7 



T h e  shoo t ing  w a s  done wi th  c o a s t  a r t i l l e r y  guns and t h e  

i n s i g n i a  of c r o s s  guns and crown was normally worn by non- 
commissioned o f f i c e r s  and men of t h e  p r i z e  company on t h e  

lower l e f t  s l e e v e  of the uniform j a c k e t  f o r  one y e a r ,  from 

one annual  compet i t ion  t o  t h e  nex t .  

The news of t h e  award w a s  q u i c k l y  followed by the f i r s t  

p u b l i c  engagement f o r  the company s i n c e  i ts  a r r i v a l .  On 24  

May 1900, t o g e t h e r  w i th  s a i l o r s  and marines from warsh ips  

l y i n g  i n  Esquimal t  ha rbour ,  Royal Engineers  of t h e  garr ison,  
5 t h  B .C .  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  and A Company, 3rd B a t -  

t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment, the company paraded i n  
review a t  Macaulay Po in t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  the Q u e e n ' s  b i r t h d a y .  

T h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  and c o l o u r f u l  occas ion  w a s  a t t ended  by a 

l a r g e  crowd of h o l i d a y i n g  c i t i z e n s  o f  V i c t o r i a  and Esqui-  

m a l t .  

Two days a f t e r  the c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  re in forcements  f o r  t h e  
g a r r i s o n  a r r i v e d  from England.8 A con t ingen t  of fou r  

o f f i c e r s  and 120 o t h e r  ranks  accompanied by a few f a m i l i e s  
disembarked i n  V i c t o r i a  on 26 May. T h e  con t ingen t  inc luded  

48 (Submarine Mining)  Company Royal Engineers ,  h a l f  o f  44 

( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Engineers  and a s m a l l  detachment of 

gunners ,  commanded by L ieu tenan t  C.E. J. Wahl, t o  r e i n f o r c e  

19 Company. T h e  s appe r s  w e r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  accommodated i n  

t e n t s  i n  Work Poin t  b a r r a c k s .  With t h i s  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  t h e  

g a r r i s o n  had reached i t s  f u l l  s t r e n g t h .  

T h e  defence works t h a t  t h e  g a r r i s o n  were to  man i n  t i m e  
of w a r  w e r e  not  complete. Almost a l l  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  were 

among the quick f i r i n g  gun b a t t e r i e s  in tended  t o  coun te r  
t o rpedo  boa t  a t t a c k s  on Esquimal t  harbour .  In May 1900. the 

c o r e  of t h e  defence scheme, the 6- inch d i sappea r ing  gun b a t-  

te r ies  a t  Rodd H i l l ,  Upper B a t t e r y  of one gun and Lower 

B a t t e r y  of t w o  guns,  and Macaulay Po in t ,  t h r e e  guns,  were 

complete.  Belmont B a t t e r y  a t  Rodd H i l l  w a s  complete w i t h  

i t s  t w o  12-pdr Q.F. guns b u t  t h e  guns had not  been f i t t e d  



w i t h  a u t o  s i g h t s .  The s i s t e r  b a t t e r y  a t  Black Rock on the 

o p p o s i t e  s ide  of Esquimalt  ha rbour  e n t r a n c e  had not  y e t  
r e c e i v e d  i t s  guns. Two 6-pdr. Q.F. Hotchkiss guns w e r e  i n  
emplacements a t  Duntze Head and were due  f o r  replacement by 

a new 12-pdr. Q.F. b a t t e r y .  S i x  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns f o r  t h e  

f i e l d  f o r c e  and s i x  Maxim machine guns on p a r a p e t  mountings 
f o r  t h e  f i x e d  defences  w e r e  he ld  in s to re  i n  Work Po in t  bar- 

racks .  There were a l so  s i x  9-pdr. f i e l d  guns i n  t h e  bar- 

r a c k s  for s a l u t i n g  purposes .  While t h e  gun b a t t e r i e s  and 

casemate b a r r a c k s  were complete a t  Rodd H i l l ,  the e l e c t r i c  
l i g h t  p o s i t i o n s  and engine  room were under c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
t h e r e  was, as y e t ,  no B a t t e r y  Commanders Post  o r  F i t t e r s  
Shop. 

In  overcrowded Work Po in t  b a r r a c k s ,  the t r o o p s  would 

have  t o  s u f f e r  the i r  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  ano the r  year  be fo re  some 

r e l i e f  was ob ta ined  w i t h  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  the s p r i n g  of 
1900, t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  land f o r  t h e  expansion of the b a r r a c k s  

was t r a n s f e r r e d  and c l e a r a n c e  and p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  
began.  To  ease the p r e s s u r e  on accommodation i n  t h e  bar- 

r a c k s  some o f  19 Company cont inued  t o  be q u a r t e r e d  i n  Case- 
m a t e  barracks a t  Rodd Hill. 

In  sp i te  of t h e  d i scomfor t s  of the i r  accommodation and 

t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  armament, 1 9  Company, a f t e r  i t s  p u b l i c  

appearance i n  May 1900, w a s  very soon involved w i t h  p r a c t i c e  

of i t s  r o l e  i n  the Defence Scheme. Even whi le  t h e  company 

was r e h e a r s i n g  f o r  the Queen ' s  Bi r thday  parade it w a s  work- 
i n g  up i t s  gun d r i l l s  f o r  annual  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  

p r a c t i c e ,  an impor tan t  t e s t  of the e f f i c i e n c y  of the com- 
pany,  s t a r t e d  on 11 June 1900,  l a s t e d  fou r  days ,  and was 

conducted a t  F o r t  Macaulay. On each of t h e  four  days d i f -  

f e r e n t  gun crews carried o u t  a t e n  minute series of f i r i n g s  

beg inn ing  a t  10 a . m .  The r e s u l t s  w e r e  very s a t i s f a c t o r y  b u t  
n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  good enough t o  e a r n  t h e  company t h e  c rossed  

guns champion badge f o r  the second yea r .  



T h e  company began i t s  d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  m i l i t i a  

t r a i n i n g  as e a r l y  as A p r i l  1900. I n  t h a t  month Se rgean t  
Xeades w a s  loaned t o  A Company 3 rd  ( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e )  Bat- 

t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment, when it formed, to i n s t r u c t  

t h e  company i n  i n f a n t r y  d r i l l . 9  I n  June  it w a s  t h e  m i l i t i a  

gunners  t u r n  t o  r e c e i v e  a s s i s t a n c e .  The members o f  5 t h  
B . C .  Regiment  Canadian A r t i l l e r y  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  observe a l l  

stages of t h e  company's annual  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e .  There w a s  a 

good number of spectators from the m i l i t i a  and c o n s i d e r a b l e  

t r a i n i n g  b e n e f i t  w a s  de r ived  from t h e  occas ion .  
Both t h e  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  and t h e  m i l i t i a  were involved 

i n  t h e  f i rs t  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  Esquimal t  Defence Scheme on 2,3 

Septernber.10 The f i r s t  day was s p e n t  assembling t h e  t r o o p s  

and i s s u i n g  s t o r e s  and equipment. 5 th  B .C .  Regiment Cana- 

d i a n  A r t i l l e r y  and the 6 t h  Regiment Duke of Connaught 's  Own 
R i f l e s  camped on the p l a i n  behind the b a t t e r y  a t  Macaulay 
P o i n t .  By the end of the day both the m i l i t i a  and t h e  regu- 

lar  g a r r i s o n  w e r e  clear as t o  t h e i r  role i n  t h e  Defence 
Scheme, o f f i c e r s  had r econno i t e r ed  routes and p o s i t i o n s ,  and 

equipment w a s  ready.  A t  9 a . m .  on t h e  second day a l l  t r o o p s  
came under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel  A. Grant ,  Royal 

Engineers ,  the o f f i c e r  commanding the g a r r i s o n .  F u l l  mobi- 
l i s a t i o n  of the defences  w a s  o rdered  and lasted u n t i l  11 

p . m .  During d a y l i g h t ,  t h e  d r i l l s  i n  t h e  f i x e d  defences  were 
p r a c t i s e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  for t h e  c o n t r o l  of the f i r e  of 

the  6-inch d i sappea r ing  guns, and A Company 3rd ( S p e c i a l  
S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment, a c t i n g  as an 

enemy l and ing  p a r t y ,  at tacked Rodd H i l l  from the r e a r .  A t  

n i g h t ,  the steam launch Sadie ,  s i m u l a t i n g  an enemy torpedo  
b o a t ,  attempted t o  run i n t o  Esquimal t  harbour  p a s t  t h e  de- 

f e n c e  e lec t r i c  l igh t s ,  Belmont qu ick  f i r i n g  b a t t e r y  and t h e  
submarine mine f i e ld .  Sadie w a s  deemed t o  have been unsuc- 

c e s s f u l ,  b u t  A Company achieved i t s  o b j e c t i v e  of reach ing  a 

p o s i t i o n  i n  rear of t h e  6- inch b a t t e r i e s  a t  Rodd H i l l  from 



w h i c h  it could n e u t r a l i z e  t h e m  wi th  s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e .  Inev i-  

t a b l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p r a c t i c a l  t r i a l  of a Defence  Scheme, 

t h e r e  were many e r r o r s  and p o i n t s  of  c r i t i c i s m  to  be noted 
and corrected t o  r e f i n e  t h e  scheme t o  an a c c e p t a b l e  

s t a n d a r d .  Major Wynne, commander of 1 9  Company, now had a 

c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of where emphasis should be p laced  i n  win- 

t e r  t r a i n i n g  programmes. 
1 9  Company had a l r e a d y  assisted the l o c a l  m i l i t i a  gun- 

n e r s  w i t h  gun d r i l l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  June .  Now,  i n  October ,  
it began an i n t e n s i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  programme which i n c l u d e d  a 
School  of A r t i l l e r y  class l a s t i n g  three months, wi th  
i n s t r u c t i o n  on t w o  n i g h t s  per  week and each Sa turday ,  a 

l e c t u r e  on a r t i l l e r y  p r a c t i c e  by Major Wynne and superv ised  
rehearsals o f  d r i l l s  a t  Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y .  The 

programme was in tended  to  end with  t h e  m i l i t i a  annual  f i r i n g  
p r a c t i c e  a t  Macaulay Po in t  i n  February 1901. Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  

t h e  practice w a s  postponed a t  t h e  l a s t  moment f o r  f i n a n c i a l  

r ea sons  on o r d e r s  from O t t a w a .  I n s t e a d ,  it took place i n  

June .  See The  Mi l i t i a .  - 
Major Wynne supe rv i sed  the p r a c t i c e ,  assisted by t i m e -  

k e e p e r s  and judges from h i s  company. Two series of t e n  
minutes  each w e r e  f i r e d  w i t h  the m i l i t i a  gunners managing t o  
g e t  o f f  e i g h t  rounds i n  t h e  f i r s t  series and e leven i n  the 

second.  As each series w a s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  c a s u a l t i e s  were 
nominated among the gun c r e w s  by t h e  judges ,  f o r c i n g  immedi- 

a t e  rep lacements  i n  a v a r i e t y  of d u t i e s  and an a p p r e c i a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r ea l i s t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  of an a c t u a l  engagement of  w a r-  

s h i p s ,  as w e l l  as thoroughly  t e s t i n g  the s t anda rd  of t r a i n -  
i n g .  The towed t a r g e t  escaped unscathed,  b u t  there w e r e  
s e v e r a l  n e a r  misses which would  have been h i t s  had the t a r -  
g e t  been a warship .11 I t  was a sobe r ing  exper ience  f o r  the 

m i l i t i a  gunners and a clear i n d i c a t i o n  of the t r a i n i n g  

s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  w e r e  expected t o  ach ieve .  



On 2 September 1901, t h e  second annual  m o b i l i s a t i o n  of 

t h e  Esquimal t  Defence Scheme took p l a c e .  The gene ra l  p a t -  
t e r n  of even t s  of the p rev ious  yea r  w a s  r epea ted  b u t  not the 

errors. The a t tempt  by to rpedo  b o a t s  t o  f o r c e  e n t r y  t o  
Esquimal t  harbour  f a i l e d  aga in  and the i n f a n t r y  a s s a u l t  on 

t h e  rear of Rodd H i l l ,  t h i s  t i m e  by a mixed f o r c e  of s a i l o r s  

and marines ,  aga in  succeeded.  Af te rwards  t h e r e  w a s  ano ther  

l i s t  of t r a i n i n g  weakness t o  be c o r r e c t e d  and 19 Company w a s  

once aga in  involved w i t h  running a School of A r t i l l e r y  for 

t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners.  
T h e  company commitment w a s  short l i v e d ,  f o r  i t s  t o u r  of 

du ty  a t  Esquimalt  ended i n  December 1901. A f a r e w e l l  tea  
and c o n c e r t  for t h e  company w a s  g iven  by the Wesleyan 

Methodis t  Mission a t  the Masonic H a l l ,  E s q u i m a l t  on 30 N o-  

vember. T h e  gunners “sa t  down t o  t w o  long w e l l  f i l l e d  
t a b l e s “ l 2  and afterwards w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  by read ings  of 

p o e t r y ,  p iano  and v i o l i n  solos, v a r i o u s  solo s i n g e r s  and a 

m a l e  voice q u a r t e t .  On 3 December, 19 Company l e f t  Work 
P o i n t  b a r r a c k s  aboard s p e c i a l  s t r e e t c a r s  provided by the 

B.C.  E l e c t r i c  Railway company. When the c a r s  reached the 

wharf i n  Vic to r ia  harbour  t h e  troops were g ree t ed  by a l a r g e  

crowd of c i v i l i a n s  and mi l i t i amen .  The band o f  5 th  B.C. 

Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  played rag t ime  s e l e c t i o n s  w h i l s t  

f a r e w e l l s  w e r e  concluded and t h e  company embarked on R.M.S.  

Empress of China. T o  the cheers of those on the dockside,  

the t r o o p s  l i n e d  the decks and t h e  l o w e r  r i g g i n g  as t h e  s h i p  

s a i l e d  a t  1 0  a.m. t o  t h e  music and s i n g i n g  of Auld Lanq 
Syne . 

The  company w a s  bound f o r  a t o u r  of duty  i n  Honq Kong. 

Those s a i l i n g  inc luded  Major Wynne, L i e u t e n a n t s  Gregory, 
Langdon and Wahl, some 120 o t h e r  ranks  and e i g h t  f a m i l i e s .  

T h e  Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  r e p o r t e d  19 Company was “ t h e  f i r s t  body 

of troops to l e ave  t h i s  western  portal  of the P a c i f i c  f o r  
the Empire‘s  gateway t o  the  O r i e n t ,  Hong Kong, by the 



Empress l i n e r s . " 1 3  I t  was indeed a move which he ra lded  t h e  

new system of moving g a r r i s o n  a r t i l l e r y  companies among 
f o r e i g n  s t a t i o n s  on c i r c u i t s  which began and ended i n  

England. 

One of the o f f i c e r s  of 1 9  Company, Captain  R . J .  

Macdonald, remained i n  Victor ia .  During h i s  t o u r  of du ty  

w i t h  the company he  had a c t e d  a s  Army Se rv i ce  Corps O f f i c e r  

f o r  the g a r r i s o n .  H e  would con t inue  i n  th i s  role u n t i l  a 
replacement  a r r i v e d  from the Corps a l though  he  w a s  l i s t e d  as 
an o f f i c e r  of the nex t  Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  company t o  

s e r v e  i n  Esquimal t .  I n  December 1901, Macdonald w a s  one of 

three o f f i c e r s  on the g a r r i s o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s t a f f ,  t h e  

o t h e r s  be ing  L i e u t e n a n t  C a r l  Wiggins of t h e  Army Ordnance 

Corps and Surgeon Major E . C .  H a r t  M . D . ,  5 th  B .C .  Regiment 
Canadian A r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  medical  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  ga r r i son .14  

During 19 Company's t o u r  of du ty  i n  Esquimalt  fou r  mem-  
bers of the g a r r i s o n  died.  They w e r e  given m i l i t a r y  funer-  

a l s  and were b u r i e d  i n  Esquimal t  Naval and M i l i t a r y  Cemetery 
where their  graves  are mainta ined immaculately t o  this day. 

Gunner F i e l d  of the company w a s  a c c i d e n t l y  drowned o f f  

Macaulay P o i n t  i n  June  1900. S t a f f  Sergeant  Major E .  Morris 
of the Army S e r v i c e  Corps d ied  on 19 June 1901, Both he  and 

F i e l d  w e r e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  Naval p o r t i o n  of the cemetery. 
Se rgean t  E d w a r d  George Meades, t h e  d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r  of A 

Company 3 rd  (Special S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regi- 

ment, s h o t  h imse l f  w i t h  a c a r b i n e  a t  Work Point  ba r r acks  and 

was i n t e r r e d  on 1 3  August 1901. Gunner G.F. C l inn ick  w a s  

shot by Sapper  G i l l  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  can teen  a t  Work P o i n t  
barracks. H e  w a s  b u r i e d  on 1 5  October 1901, l i k e  Meades, i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o r t i o n  of the cemetery.  The f a c t  t h a t  on ly  
one of these f o u r  dea ths  can be termed of n a t u r a l  cause  

r e f l e c t s  something of the n a t u r e  of g a r r i s o n  du ty .  - See Ap- 
pendix  E. 



T h e  u n i t  which r ep l aced  1 9  Company i n  the g a r r i s o n ,  2 1  

Company Western Div i s ion  Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  disem- 
barked  from the s teamer  Charmer i n  V i c t o r i a  harbour  on t h e  
evening  o f  1 December 1901, two days b e f o r e  19  Company 

l e f t .  I t  had p r e v i o u s l y  been s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bermuda f o r  t h r e e  

y e a r s .  I n  i ts  l a s t  yea r  there, it had guarded s e v e r a l  

thousand Boer p r i s o n e r s  a t  Burnt  House and George ' s  Bay on 

the l a r g e r  i s l a n d ,  s h a r i n g  t h e  du ty  w i t h  ano the r  Royal 

G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  company and the Royal Warwickshire Regi- 

ment. T h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d i d  n o t  p reven t  the company from 
conduc t ing  l i v e  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  du r ing  the yea r  with the 

coast a r t i l l e r y  armament of f o r t s  i n  Bermuda, i n c l u d i n g  
10- inch R.M.L. and 4.7- inch Quick  F i r i n g  guns. I t  s a i l e d  

from Bermuda aboard S.S. Acamo t o  Halifax on 5 November 

1901. On a r r i v a l  i n  Esquimal t ,  2 1  Company was commanded by 

Major W. Gurdon. The other o f f i c e r s  of the company w e r e  
Cap ta in  A.E .  Ha r r i son ,  L ieu t enan t  C.G.  Sladen and Second 

L i e u t e n a n t s  T.A. Whyte, A.M.  Cameron and O.R.E. Mil lman ,  t h e  

l a s t  t w o  hav ing  jo ined  t h e  company with  a l a r g e  d r a f t  of 

three non-commissioned o f f i c e r s  and 109 gunners from England 
the p rev ious  October. On a r r i v a l  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  company 
s t r e n g t h  w a s  6 o f f i c e r s  and 1 6 5  other ranks  and it w a s  ac- 

companied by 8 wives and 11 c h i l d r e n . 1 5  

A d r a f t  of  27 Royal Engineers  with t h r e e  wives and 
three c h i l d r e n  disembarked w i t h  2 1  Company. They had t r a v-  

e l l ed  from England and jo ined  w i t h  2 1  Company i n  Ha l i f ax  f o r  

t he  r a i l  journey w e s t .  Second L i e u t e n a n t  F . G .  Hood should 

have t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  the d r a f t  t o  -Esquimalt  b u t  w a s  d e t a i n e d  
on temporary du ty  i n  Ha l i f ax .  H e  w o u l d  j o i n  l a t e r .  The 

d r a f t  i nc luded  some replacements  to  cover t h e  normal a t -  

t r i t i o n  of the Royal Engineers  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Esquimalt  and a 

s m a l l  r e in forcement  f o r  48 (Submarine Mining) Company R . E .  

t o  allow it t o  c a r r y  o u t  the d u t i e s  of t h e  defunc t  m i l i t i a  
submarine mining company. - See Submarine Mining. 



J u s t  f o u r  mont'ns a f t e r  it had a r r i v e d  i n  Esquimal t ,  2 1  

Company w a s  renumbered and r e t i t l e d  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  

S p e c i a l  Army Order of November 1901. From A p r i l  1902 it was 
t o  be known a s  83 Company Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y .  

T h e  company was t h e  f i r s t  g a r r i s o n  u n i t  t o  wear t h e  new 

s e r v i c e  dress w i t h  p u t t e e s  i n t roduced  f o r  wear by a l l  

B r i t i s h  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  a t  home o r  abroad i n  1902. N o t  on ly  
w a s  t h e  s t y l e  of the new uniform very d i f f e r e n t ,  it was 

k h a k i  co loured ,  a c o l o u r  q u i t e  u n l i k e  the dark b l u e  worn by 

a r t i l l e r y m e n  u n t i l  t hen  and s t i l l  worn a t  tha t  t i m e  by t h e  

local  mi l i t i a .  A wide brimmed hat  of t h i c k  f e l t ,  w i t h  one 
s ide  f a s t e n e d  up,  w a s  worn i n s t e a d  of t h e  p i l l  box cap. 

O f f i c e r s  c a r r i e d  swords on t h e  Sam Browne be l t  and o t h e r  

ranks  wore the d i s t i n c t i v e ,  wh i t e  strapped, 1888 p a t t e r n ,  

v a l i s e  equipment, commonly known as the Slade-Wallace equip-  
ment. See F i g u r e  3 .  - 

Unlike i t s  p redeces so r ,  83  Company d id  not  run t r a i n i n g  

courses f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y m e n  du r ing  i t s  t o u r  of du ty  
i n  Esquimal t .  I t  seems t h a t  the company w a s  ob l iged  t o  

spend more t i m e  on i ts  own t r a i n i n g  due t o  the f a c t  t h a t  it 

r e c e i v e d  such a l a r g e  d r a f t  of men so s h o r t l y  be fo re  l eav ing  
Bermuda tha t  it w a s  v i r t u a l l y  a newly formed company when it 

a r r i v e d  i n  Vic tor ia .  The company d i d  prov ide  i n d i v i d u a l  i n -  
s t r u c t o r s  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  s t a f f  for m i l i t i a  p r a c t i c e  

f i r i n g s ,  and it opened i ts  own annual  f i r i n g  practices i n  
September and October o f  1902  a n d  June of 1903 t o  m i l i t i a  

viewing. 

Perhaps the b i g g e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  the company made t o  
the improvement of the Esquimal t  defences  w a s  a s s i s t a n c e  

w i t h  the d r a f t i n g  of t h e  Defence Scheme i n  1902 .  The ma- 
j o r i t y  of t h e  s t a f f  work of r e w r i t i n g  e a r l i e r  d r a f t s ,  i n  t h e  

l i g h t  of the exper ience  gained from r e h e a r s a l s  i n  1900 and 
1901, involved t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  company. C r i t i c i s m s  of 

ea r l i e r  draf t s  by the B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a l s o  had t o  be  



i nc luded  o r  answered. When t h e  1902 Defence Scheme was 

approved by t h e  B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e ,  i t  provided,  i n  one 

b r i e f  document, a l l  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o r d e r s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  m o b i l i s a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Esquimalt  de- 

fences .  See Defence Scheme. I t  was f i r s t  rehearsed  i n  
1903, proved p r a c t i c a l ,  was r ehea r sed  aga in  i n  1904 and 

1905, and remained v a l i d  wi th  l i t t l e  change u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  

F i r s t  World War. 

- 

Gar r i son  l i f e  du r ing  t h e  two y e a r s  of 83 Company's 

spe l l  of du ty  had c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which were common to  many 

o t h e r  g a r r i s o n s  spread  th roughout  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. There 

w e r e  always r o u t i n e  d a i l y  t a s k s  t o  be completed about t h e  

barracks t o  e n s u r e  tha t  these were k e p t  i n  s p o t l e s s  con- 
d i t i o n  wi th  a l l  equipment i n  c l e a n  working o r d e r .  Day and 

n i g h t  t h e r e  w a s  a guard of s e v e r a l  men on duty i n  t h e  guard 

house a t  t h e  ba r r ack  e n t r a n c e  g a t e ,  checking t h e  d r e s s  and 

p a s s  of every s o l d i e r  l e a v i n g  the b a r r a c k s ,  p a t r o l l i n g  t h e  

p e r i m e t e r  fence ,  t u r n i n g  o u t  a t  least  once each day f o r  i n-  
s p e c t i o n  by t h e  Order ly  O f f i c e r ,  guard ing  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  

guardroom c e l l s  and p rov id ing  escorts when c a l l e d  for .  Each 

day t h e r e  w e r e  r o u t i n e  maintenance tasks t o  be completed on 
weapons, ammunition and equipment i n  the var ious  f o r t s  and 

b a r r a c k s  t o  ensu re  a l l  would be immediately ready i n  any 

emergency. Duty i n  f o r t  detachments f o r  t h i s  purpose,  and 

f o r  ensu r ing  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of the f o r t s ,  was r o t a t e d  among 

men of t h e  Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  company. 'Whenever a 
n o t a b l e  v i s i t o r  came t o  the g a r r i s o n  o r  c i t y ,  a parade would 

be h e l d  i n  h i s  honour. T h e  Esquimal t  g a r r i s o n  was i n s p e c t e d  

by Major-General S i r  Chas Parsons  K.C .M.G. ,  Commander of 

B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  i n  Canada on 29 May 1902 and 14 September 

1903, and by Major-General F.G. S lade  C . B . ,  R . A .  on 2 1 ,  22  

September 1903. 83 Company was in spec t ed  a s  w e l l  by t h e  

s e n i o r  B r i t i s h  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  i n  Canada, L ieu tenant -  
Colone l  R.A. Rigg R.G.A. ,  on 5 October  1902 and 26 June 



1903. Each year, the garrison paraded in public with 
sailors and marines from Royal Navy warships in Esquimalt to 
help celebrate the Queen's birthday and Dominion Day, both 
days being important festive occasions and public holidays 
in the local calendar. Occasionally, members of the gar- 
risons would assist with some worthy cause such as the 
memorial concert held to raise funds for relatives of the 
crew of H.M.S. Condor, lost with all hands on a voyage from 
Esquimalt in 1902.16 Perhaps the closest liaison with the 
local population was maintained through the garrison's 
sports teams. There were many of these which regularly com- 
peted in local competitions and leagues in the sports of 
rowing, field hockey, basketball, soccer, canoe racing, tug 
of war, track athletics, cricket and golf. In addition in- 
dividuals hunted the gamebirds and deer which abounded in 
the area and fished for trout and salmon with local clubs 
and sportsmen. Steady routine and considerable sport, to- 
gether with the pleasant climate and friendliness of the 
citizens of Victoria and Esquimalt, made garrison duty in 
Esquimalt a very enjoyable affair and the end of a tour of 
such duty a time for regret. 

This was particularly true by the end of 1902 because 
most of the long awaited improvements to Work Point barracks 
were completed during that year. The acquisition of addi- 
tional land for the expansion of the barracks in the spring 
of 1900 had included a house which was adapted for use as 
the garrison hospital steward's quarter and medical 
mobilisation equipment store. Tne land was cleared in 1900 
and work on many new buildings began in 1901. A small oil 
store and an Army Service Corps barrack expense store were 
completed in March and October. In May 1902 a telephone 
hut, a cookhouse and bathhouse for the Royal Garrison Ar- 
tillery company, officers quarters, and a recreational 
establishment for the Royal Engineers were all completed. 
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In June the Royal Garrison Artillery company office and 
latrines were finished and the following month 24 married 
soldiers quarters were occupied. Work on the major part of 
the expansion pushed ahead during the summer months with a 
stable of 10 stalls and a garrison recreational establish- 
ment being completed in September, followed by two brick 
company blocks for the Royal Garrison Artillery, a garrison 
regimental institute, a two-bed isolation ward and a mortu- 
ary and disinfecting room for the hospital in October. By 
the end of November, a barrack room for Royal Army Medical 
Corps personnel, a Royal Garrison Artillery sergeants mess 
and two warrant officers quarters were also completed. 

After 1902 the barrack building programme slowed down. 
In the next two years there were four major projects: a 45 
seat infant school completed on 31 March 1903, a coal yard 
to hold 150 tons completed in October 1903, a garrison 
laundry completed in January 1904 and a provost establish- 
ment completed on 30 September 1904. These projects com- 
pleted the expansion of Work Point barracks to accommodate 
the larger British garrison agreed to by both Britain and 
Canada in 1899. 

There were improvements too in the defence works and 
armament. By 4 June 1902, plans for a new 12-pdr. battery 
at Duntze Head and for the 9.2-inch battery at Signal Hill 
had been approved. The submarine mining stores were practi- 
cally complete and two steel launches for submarine mining 
were under construction in a local shipyard. All engine 
rooms, the Submarine Mining Test-Room and Observation 
Station, and the Fitters Shop at Fort Rodd Hill were com- 
plete. Six Maxim machine guns on field carriages had 
recently arrived for the use of the field force in the 
Defence Scheme. The installation of telephone communi- 
cations between all defence sites and the barracks under 



the direction of a specialist Royal Engineer, a non com- 
missioned officer of military telegraphs, was well advanced, 
and workshops and offices were under construction at the 
Army Ordnance Depot at Signal Hill. By the end of the year, 
the two, long awaited, 12-pdr. Q.F. guns had arrived for 
Black Rock Battery and had been mounted, and Defence 
Electric Lights 3 and 4 had been installed in their new 
permanent emplacements. In 1903, a new macadam road was 
constructed up Signal Hill to the site of the proposed 
battery there. On 31 March 1903, the submarine minefield 
commander's fighting post was completed. Construction of 
the Electric Light Directing Station began in Upper Battery, 
Fort Rodd Hill on 29 May and, at the same time, the original 
magazine for the two 6-pdr. Q.F. guns at Duntze Head was 
reappropriated as a Royal Artillery Store. Three months 
later, on 29 August, construction started on the new 
12-pdr. Q.F. battery which was to replace the two 6-pdr. 
Q.F. emplacements at Duntze Head. By the end of the year 
construction of the defence works and the mounting of arma- 
ment had reached a final phase with the 9.2 inch battery at 
Signal Hill as the major project to be completed. 

83 Company's tour of duty in Esquimalt ended in De- 
cember 1903. On 29 December, the company marched from Work 
Point barracks to Head Street where it boarded special tram- 
cars for the ocean docks in Victoria to embark for Hong 
Kong. It was to relieve 89 Company Royal Garrison Artillery 
which would move from Hong Kong to garrison duty with the 
defences in Rangoon, Burma, two links in a chain of moves 
circling the globe. Major Gurdon, Captain Wakefield, Lieu- 
tenants Milman, Cameron, White and Allan, 111 other ranks 
and 12 women and children of 83 Company boarded the R.M.S. 
Empress - of India at Ocean dock. 
farewells, the liner sailed to the cheers of the crowd on 

After official and personal 



t h e  docks ide  and t h e  answering c h e e r s  of  t h e  t roops  on t h e  

decks  of t h e  ship.1’ 

There are s i x  g r aves  i n  t h e  Esquimal t  M i l i t a r y  Cemetery 

which mark 83 Company’s t o u r  of du ty  a t  Esquimal t .  Of t h e  

s i x ,  f o u r  are of c h i l d r e n :  two daugh te r s  of C.S.M. Thomas, 

Grace Agatha and V i c t o r i a ;  and the twin  daugh te r s  of  

S e r g e a n t  Haze l l ,  Maud L i l l y  and Gwendoline V i c t o r i a .  

Se rgean t  Ar thur  W i l l i a m  Daly of t h e  company d i ed  of diph-  

t h e r i a  and w a s  b u r i e d  on 16  March 1 9 0 2 .  H i s  is  the on ly  

gunner g rave  o f  t h i s  pe r iod .  The s i x t h  g rave  i s  o f  P r i v a t e  

Dugald McMasters of t h e  Royal Army Medical Corps who w a s  

b u r i e d  on 27 December 1903. One o t h e r  m e m b e r  of the g a r r i -  
son, S t a f f  Sergeant  W i l l i a m  Chapman, d i e d  on the t r a i n  i n  
October  1902 whi le  en r o u t e  t o  H a l i f a x  and w a s  b u r i e d  i n  
Montreal .  - See Appendix E. 

58 Company Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  r e p l a c e d  83 Company 

i n  t h e  Esquimal t  g a r r i s o n .  The company had been s t a t i o n e d  
i n  H a l i f a x ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  and w a s  r e l i e v e d  of i t s  d u t i e s  

t h e r e  by 103 Company from Bermuda. The. journey a c r o s s  

Canada w a s  by r a i l .  I t  took seven days t o  reach Esquimalt  

and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w a s  taken t o  experiment wi th  the u s e  of  

hammocks i n  the rai lcars .  On a r r i v a l  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  Major 

C.E.  Eng l i sh ,  the company commander, commented: 

W e  had a ve ry  good r u n  through,  and the C . P . R . ,  

w h i c h  took  charge  of every  d e t a i l  of  t h e  t r anspor-  

t a t i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  handled it w e l l .  W e  encountered 
some v e r y  co ld  weather en route  and a t  R a t  Por tage  

and White River ,  a long  the no r th  sho re ,  t h e  ther- 

mometer r e g i s t e r e d  3 5  b e l o w  ze ro .  I n  one i n s t a n c e  

t w o  cars w e r e  f rozen  up whi le  a change of eng ines  

w a s  be ing  e f f e c t e d ,  b u t  the inconvenience w a s  on ly  

temporary,  be ing  soon remedied. 
The experiment i n  hammocks, i s ,  I t h i n k ,  

worthy of adopt ion .  The men are no t  a l t o g e t h e r  i n  



favour  of th i s  method of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  b u t  it is 
convenien t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when s l e e p i n g  c a r s  a r e  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e .  More men can be c a r r i e d ,  and t h e  ven- 

t i l a t i o n  is b e t t e r .  The Imper i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  

f i t t e d  up one of the f i r s t  c l a s s  c a r s  w i t h  

hammocks. These were s lung  from beams i n  t h e  c a r ,  

some l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  and some l a t i t u d i n a l l y .  I t  

was found t h a t  t h e  former worked more s u c c e s s f u l l y  

as the l a t t e r  swung t o g e t h e r  when rounding 

cu rves .  The former t o o  a l lows  of more men be ing  

accommodated i n  a car. T h e  hammocks w e r e  used i n  
the n a t u r e  of an experiment t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether,  

i n  c a s e  of an  emergency, box c a r s  could be used 

f o r  t r o o p s  when passenger  coaches could not  be 
had ,  i n  c a s e  of d e c l a r a t i o n  of w a r ,  and when it 

was found necessary  t o  rush a l a r g e  number of 

t r o o p s  a c r o s s  the c o n t i n e n t  .I8 

58 Company a r r i v e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  aboard the Charmer on 30 

December 1903. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  Major Eng l i sh ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  company w e r e  Captain  R. L .  Musprat-Williams, Captain  

P. E l l i s t o n ,  and L i e u t e n a n t s  J . A .  Geary and F a l l .  The com- 
pany w a s  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than  i t s  p redeces so r  a t  Esquimalt  

w i t h  a s t r e n g t h  o f  144 o t h e r  ranks .  Some 3 6  s a p p e r s ,  4 men 
of t h e  Royal Army Medical Corps, 16  wives and 20 c h i l d r e n  

made up  the con t ingen t  aboard t h e  C h a r m e r .  They w e r e  w e l -  

comed a t  the dockside by a large crowd and the band of 5 t h  

B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y - .  A f t e r  d isembarkat ion w a s  
complete  and formal g r e e t i n g s  had been exchanged, t h e  con- 

t i n g e n t  was soon on i t s  way t o  Esquimal t ,  the t r o o p s  by 

s t r e e t c a r  from the co rne r  of Government and Y a t e s  t o  Work 

Po in t  b a r r a c k s  and the marr ied men and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  

hacks .  



With t h e  a r r i v a l  of Major Eng l i sh  t h e  command of t h e  

g a r r i s o n  changed. Major Engl i sh  w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c e r  i n  the g a r r i s o n ,  s e n i o r  t o  Major E .H .  Bland R . E .  who 

had succeeded Lieutenant- Colonel  A. Grant  R .E .  on 26 October 
1903 a s  the o f f i c e r  commanding t h e  Royal Engineers  of t h e  

g a r r i s o n .  Major Engl i sh  w a s  appointed g a r r i s o n  commander 
w i t h  the l o c a l  rank of L ieu tenant- Colone l ,  the f i r s t  Royal 

A r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  and the l a s t  B r i t i s h  army o f f i c e r  t o  com- 

mand t h e  g a r r i s o n  and f o r t r e s s .  

The new t r o o p s  of t h e  g a r r i s o n  q u i c k l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t o  
the r o u t i n e  established by t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I n  February 

1904, 58 Company r an  a s i g n a l l i n g  c l a s s  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a .  On 
14 May, Lieutenant- Colonel  Eng l i sh  i n spec t ed  5 t h  B . C .  Regi- 

ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  The h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  yea r  was t h e  

annua l  r e h e a r s a l  of  t h e  Esquimalt  Defence Scheme which took 
p l a c e  20-23 June.  A s  i n  p rev ious  y e a r s ,  the f i e l d  f o r c e  w a s  

e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  Colwood a r e a  w i t h  an a t t a c k  on the r e a r  of 

F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  See Defence Scheme. I t  i s  doub t fu l  t h a t  
anyone t a k i n g  par t  knew t h a t  it was t h e  l a s t  major e x e r c i s e  

f o r  the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  i n  Esquimal t .  

- 

The  v a l i d i t y  of the defence of Esquimalt  and of main- 

t a i n i n g  a g a r r i s o n  t h e r e  had been under review by t h e  

B r i t i s h  W a r  O f f i c e  s i n c e  t h e  beginning of 1902.  _. See 

T r a n s f e r  of R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  Canada. A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  War 

O f f i c e  was s imply anxious  t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  of the 

defence  and g a r r i s o n  w a s  adequate  f o r  t h e  expected form of 
a t t a c k ,  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n  a f t e r  the Anglo- 

Japanese  a l l i a n c e  w a s  s igned  on 30 January 1902. W a r  O f f i c e  

e n q u i r i e s  r evea l ed  t h a t  the Royal Navy d i d  no t  env isage  any 

nava l  defence  of Esquimalt  i n  t i m e  of war. By t h e  end of 

1903,  n e i t h e r  t h e  War O f f i c e  nor t h e  Royal Navy considered 

Esquimal t  to  be of any w a r t i m e  s t r a t e g i c  consequence and t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of how best t o  d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  withdraw from t h e  t e n  

yea r  agreement w i t h  Canada w a s  be ing  s e r i o u s l y  d i scussed .  



M a t t e r s  were p r e c i p i t a t e d  when, i n  December 1904, t h e  
Admiral ty  announced i t s  i n t e n t i o n  of d i s p e r s i n g  t h e  Pacif ic  

Squadron and reduc ing  i t s  Esquimal t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  to  a 

cad re .  W i t h  these announcements t h e  r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  for t h e  
de fences  and g a r r i s o n  d i sappea red .  

On 20 January  1905, the Canadian government, not  f u l l y  

aware of t h e  B r i t i s h  mi l i ta ry  and nava l  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  

f u t u r e  of t h e  Esquimalt  defences  and g a r r i s o n ,  made a formal 

r e q u e s t  f o r  the takeover  of t h e  H a l i f a x  and Esquimal t  de- 

fences .  An agreement f o r  the t r a n s f e r  w a s  s igned on 13 May. 
Arrangements were made f o r  the Br i t i sh  g a r r i s o n  i n  Esquimalt  

t o  remain u n t i l  1906 whi le  a Canadian r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  w a s  
r a i s e d .  During the l a s t  yea r  of  the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n ,  the 

Canadian government w a s  informed of therecommendation o f  

b o t h  the Committee of Imper i a l  Defence and the Colonia l  

Defence C o m m i t t e e  tha t  the Esquimalt  defences  should  be 

abandoned. It chose to main ta in  a Canadian g a r r i s o n  i n  

Esquimal t  as  a matter of i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  expediency and 

t o  t r a i n  local  u n i t s ,  while p r e s e r v i n g  the defence works and 

armament. - See Trans fe r  of  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  Canada. 
I n  the summer o f  1904, it was becoming ve ry  clear to 

the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  i n  Esquimalt  t ha t  t h e  s t a t i o n  would be 

c l o s e d  i n  the near  f u t u r e .  O f f i c e r s  and men a l i k e  would 
have a p p r e c i a t e d  an e a r l y  announcement of  a s p e c i f i c  c l o s u r e  

d a t e .  I n s t e a d ,  while the B r i t i s h  and Canadian governments 

d i s c u s s e d  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  and moved s lowly  t o  a f i n a l  so lu-  

t i o n  s u i t a b l e  t o  Canada, t h e  g a r r i s o n  w a s  l e f t  i n  a s t a t e  of 

l i m b o  w i t h  l i t t l e  or no a c t i v i t y - o r  i n fo rma t ion  and f r u s-  

t r a t i n g  postponements. 
To ma in t a in  morale t h e  g a r r i s o n  s p e n t  even more t i m e  

t h a n  u s u a l  i n  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Teams of every  descrip- 

t i o n  competed i n  local leagues  and e v e n t s .  The o f f i c e r s  of 
58 Company owned s e v e r a l  h o r s e s  and competed r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  



l o c a l  horsemen. Captain  Musprat-Williams, an a r d e n t  yach ts-  

man, sa i led  h i s  own boa t  i n  l o c a l  waters. 73e e x t e n t  of 

58  Company's commitment t o  sport o f  eve ry  k ind  w a s  summa- 
r i z e d  i n  the C h r i s t m a s  card  which it designed f o r  i t s  
m e m b e r s  i n  1905. - See F igu re  7 .  

Even tua l ly ,  1 May 1906 w a s  accep ted  by the B r i t i s h  

g a r r i s o n  as the d a t e  on which t h e y  would hand over t o  a 

Canadian g a r r i s o n .  Some of the g a r r i s o n  vo lun teered  t o  con- 

t i n u e  s e r v i n g  i n  Esquimal t ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  the Canadian 

s e r v i c e .  They anx ious ly  awai ted news of t h e  terms o f  ser- 
v i c e ,  pay and s e n i o r i t y  under which t he i r  t r a n s f e r  would 

occur .  Their comrades packed, s o l d  pe r sona l  effects,  and by 

the 1 May were ready.  N o  orders came b e f o r e  t h e  day. The 

g a r r i s o n  blamed t h e  Canadian government. 

Suddenly,  a f t e r  months of w a i t i n g  a l l  w a s  i n t e n s e  
a c t i v i t y .  It w a s  as w e l l  t h a t  t h e  g a r r i s o n  w a s  ready.  On 

7 May, 5 Company Royal Canadian G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  w a s  

formed i n  Work Po in t  b a r r a c k s  from 58 Company pe r sonne l  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Canadian s e r v i c e .  L i e u t e n a n t  E l l i s t o n ,  the 
commander of the new company, began t a k i n g  over the f o r t i -  
f i c a t i o n s ,  armament and b a r r a c k s  from the B r i t i s h  the same 

day. The takeover  took a week. I t  w a s  supposed t o  end wi th  

the d e p a r t u r e  of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  on 1 2  May, b u t  on 11 

May, . t w o  days  a f t e r  the c i t y  o f  V i c t o r i a  had hos t ed  t h e  

d e p a r t i n g  troops a t  a g a l a  evening and p re sen ted  them w i t h  a 
d i s t i n c t i v e  cup t o  mark the occas ion ,  the d e p a r t u r e  w a s  
postponed u n t i l  1 7  May. The e x t r a  days w e r e  used to  c l e a r  

l a s t  minute de ta i l s  and f i n a l i s e  - p o s t i n g s  of some i n d i-  
v i d u a l s .  

On Thursday 1 7  May 1906, t h e  d e p a r t i n g  g a r r i s o n  boarded 

the  steamer Charmer i n  V i c t o r i a  harbour .  They sai led to  the 

cheers of a l a r g e  crowd of c i t i z e n s  who had come t o  see t h e m  

o f f .  I t  was an ausp ic ious  occas ion ,  the d e p a r t u r e  of the 

l a s t  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  from Canada. 



I n  H a l i f a x ,  N . S . ,  2 / 4 4  ( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Engi- 
nee r s  s p l i t  from t h e i r  comrades t o  j o i n  the o t h e r  h a l f  of 
the i r  company i n  Jamaica .  58 Company Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l -  

lery and 49 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Engineers  - t h e  change 
from Submarine Miners t o  F o r t r e s s  Engineers  had occur red  i n  

1905 - t r a v e l l e d  on t o  disband i n  England. 

The depa r t ed  g a r r i s o n  l e f t  behind a l a r g e  comfortable  

b a r r a c k s ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and armament f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  

Esquimal t  needing on ly  the complet ion of S i g n a l  X i 1 1  R a t -  

t e r y ,  a s t r o n g  local m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y  regiment  t r a i n e d  f o r  
d u t y  i n  the de fences ,  and men from t h e i r  own ranks  a s  t h e  

nuc leus  of the new r e g u l a r  Canadian g a r r i s o n .  



Submarine Mining 

Land mines - b u r i e d  e x p l o s i v e  charges  de tona t ed  by powder 
f u s e  under an enemy - were used by B r i t i s h  army eng inee r s  

long  b e f o r e  t h e  development of submarine mines. I t  w a s  
r e a l l y  only a matter of t i m e  b e f o r e  equipment and t echn iques  

w e r e  developed t o  a l l ow charges  t o  be exploded under wate r .  

In  1838, a Royal Engineer  O f f i c e r ,  l a t e r  Genera l  S i r  C .  

P a s l e y  R . E . ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  des t royed  t h e  wreck of the Royal 

George us ing  e l e c t r i c a l l y  de tona t ed  submerged charges  The 

e x p l o s i o n  marked t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of B r i t i s h  
submarine mining, one c h a p t e r  of which w a s  conducted a t  

E s q u i m a l t .  

Genera l  S i r  John F. Burgoyne, B a r t . ,  G.C.B. ,  I n s p e c t o r  

Genera l  of  Engineers ,  was one of the f i r s t  t o  s e r i o u s l y  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  the technique  used a t  t h e  Royal George could be  

developed f o r  use  i n  t h e  defence  of harbours .  F u r t h e r  

exper iment  was encouraged. Widening i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
and s t e a d y  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  l ed  t o  t h e  format ion ,  i n  

1863, of a committee t o  c o n s i d e r  and r e p o r t  on t h e  a p p l i c a-  

t i o n  of “ F l o a t i n g  O b s t r u c t i o n s  and Submarine Explosive  

Machines i n  t h e  Defence of Channels.  “ 2  The Committee 

f o s t e r e d  numerous exper iments  a t .  the School of M i l i t a r y  

Engineer ing ,  C h a t h a m ,  du r ing  the n e x t  f i v e  yea r s .  From t h e  
r e s u l t s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  conc lus ion  w a s  drawn t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  

submarine mine defence of ports and bases  w a s  no t  on ly  

f e a s i b l e  b u t  d e s i r a b l e . 3  I t  was a conc lus ion  which encour- 

aged f u r t h e r  experiment a t  t h e  school  a f t e r  the committee 

had d i s p e r s e d  and prompted Lieu tenant- Colone l  S t o t h e r d  R . E . ,  



t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  f o r  the exper iments ,  t o  w r i t e  a sub- 

marine mining manual. 

By 1870,  s tudy  and experiment had reached t h a t  l e v e l  of 

m a t u r i t y  a t  which the d e t a i l e d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  of submarine 

mines  and mining equipment f o r  s e r v i c e  u s e  could be con- 

s i d e r e d .  To do t h i s ,  and t o  make recommendations, a commit- 

tee  was formed a t  t h e  Works and F o r t i f i c a t i o n s  Branch of the 

W a r  O f f i c e ,  London, p r e s i d e d  over  by Lieutenant- Colonel  
C . H .  Nugent R.E.  w i t h  Lieutenant- Colonel  S t o t h e r d  R . E . ,  

L i e u t e n a n t  Anderson R .E . ,  L i e u t e n a n t  H a l l  R .N .  and M r .  A b e l  

as m e m b e r s .  T h e  committee's f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  da ted  3 October 

1870, con ta ined  recommendations f o r  the type  of mine c a s e  

and i ts  e x p l o s i v e  c o n t e n t ,  for t h e  sea bed mooring of mines 

and f o r  e lec t r i c  c a b l e  and ba t ter ies  necessary  f o r  t h e i r  

f i r i n g .  A s e r i e s  of r e p o r t s  c o n t a i n i n g  f u r t h e r  recommen- 

d a t i o n s  on equipment fo l lowed.4  
Another War O f f i c e  committee presided over  by S i r  

F r e d e r i c k  Chapman K.C.B. ,  I n s p e c t o r  General  of F o r t i f i c a -  

t i o n s ,  s t u d i e d  t h e  t a c t i c a l  deployment of mines and t h e  

requi rements  f o r  personnel t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  main ta in  and 

o p e r a t e  submar ine  mine f i e ld s .  Mine f i e ld s  w e r e  t o  be p laced  

under the p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  guns of c o a s t a l  f o r t s ,  no 

f u r t h e r  o u t  t han  t h e  range a t  which shel l  p e n e t r a t i o n  of t h e  

new i r o n  c l a d  ships, and t h e r e f o r e  a r t i l l e r y  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  

cou ld  be guaranteed.  The mine f i e ld  would be p a t r o l l e d  by 

armed v e s s e l s  by day and would be i l l u m i n a t e d  by n i g h t  t o  

p r e v e n t  enemy minesweeping. I f ,  i n  s p i t e  of a l l  precau-  

t i o n s ,  t h e  enemy w a s  a b l e  t o  s t a r t  minesweeping, the task  

would be made a s  d i f f i c u l t  as p o s s i b l e  by the u s e  of dummy 

mines and heavy cha ins  l a i d  on t h e  s ea  bed p a r a l l e l  t o  a l l  

e l e c t r i c  c a b l e s .  T h e  committee recommended a Royal Engineer 

s t a f f  of two o f f i c e r s ,  s i x  non commissioned o f f i c e r s  and 44 
s a p p e r s  f o r  each p r i n c i p a l  p o r t  having a mine f i e ld .  Some of 

these men were t o  be t r a i n e d  d i v e r s ,  a b l e  t o  i n s p e c t  m i n e s  



which were permanently l a i d ,  t h u s  reducing t h e  expense which 

would o the rwi se  he i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d i c  l i f t i n g  of mine- 

f i e l d s  f o r  maintenance.  The committee went on t o  draw up 

p l a n s ,  w i th  de t a i l ed  l i s ts  of s t o r e s  and personne l ,  f o r  t h e  

mine defences  of every harbour  i n  t h e  Uni ted Kingdom and f o r  
f o r e i g n  s t a t i o n s .  A c loak  of s e c r e c y  w a s  drawn t i g h t l y  over  

a l l  d e t a i l s . 5  

Two types  of e l e c t r i c a l l y  f i r e d  mines were p r e s c r i b e d .  
T h e  f i r s t  of these, an obse rve r  f i r e d  mine, w a s  u s u a l l y  of 

l a r g e  e x p l o s i v e  c a p a c i t y ,  up t o  500 lb,  which al lowed f o r  
e r r o r s  i n  obse rva t ion ,  and w a s  l a i d  a t  a depth of 30-60 

f e e t .  P o s i t i o n  f i n d e r s ,  o r  marks, on sho re  allowed an 
o b s e r v e r  t o  a s s e s s  the p o s i t i o n  of a s h i p  e n t e r i n g  t h e  

m i n e f i e l d  so t h a t  t h e  mine could be de tona ted  t o  maximum 

e f f e c t . T h e  second type  of mine, the c o n t a c t  mine, w a s  not 
f i r e d  by an obse rve r  b u t  w a s  connected t o  a c i r c u i t  c l o s e r  

on sho re  which, when c losed ,  rendered a l l  mines of th is  type  

w i t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  a c t i v e  so tha t  any one of them w o u l d  

explode when it w a s  s t r u c k  by a sh ip .  Contac t  mines were 

l a i d  closer t o  the s u r f a c e  t han  o b s e r v a t i o n  mines and w e r e  

smaller ,  100 l b  c a p a c i t y  o r  less.  Neither type  of mine 
o f f e r e d  any r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  f r i e n d l y  sh ipp ing  u n l e s s  

a c t i v a t e d  by t h e  shore c o n t r o l  s t a t i o n ,  wi th  t h e  except ion  

t h a t  s h i p s  were no t  al lowed t o  anchor  i n  a mine f i e ld  f o r  
f e a r  of damage t o  the e l c t r i ca l  cables on t h e  sea bed.6 

The t e c h n i c a l  and t a c t i c a l  development of d e f e n s i v e  

m i n e f i e l d s  w a s  monitored w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  by the Royal 

N a v y  f o r  whom t h e  concept of f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  en t r ance  channel  
o f  a ha rbour  t o  an enemy f o r c e  by us ing  a mine f i e ld  had con- 

siderable appea l .  However, many mar iners  were alarmed a t  

the thought  that  a mine f i e ld  would r e q u i r e  t h e m  t o  nav iga t e  

a f r i e n d l y  harbour e n t r a n c e  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e c i s i o n  and 

t h a t  th i s  would on ly  be allowed du r ing  c e r t a i n  hours .  Few 
s a i l o r s  rel ished t h e  thought  of such t i g h t  c o n t r o l s  i n  t h e  



hands of t h e  army and, even i f  a l l  c o n t r o l  procedures  
worked, t h e  thought  t h a t  a sudden necessary  maneuver might 

i n v o l v e  bumping an i n e r t  mine d i d  no t  make f o r  complete 

peace of t h e  nava l  mind. Naval i n t e r e s t  and worries would 

e v e n t u a l l y  grow s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  f o r  t h e  Royal Navy t o  
a rgue  s u c c e s s f u l l y  for a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  submarine 

m i n e f i e l d s  and to rpedoes ,  the g e n e r a l  term app l i ed  t o  a l l  

underwater  exp los ive  dev ices  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of develop-  
ment, b u t  t h i s  d i d  no t  occur u n t i l  1904. Meanwhile, par- 

t i c u l a r l y  i n  the e a r l y  y e a r s ,  nava l  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  l a r g e l y  

c a p t u r e d  by the development of powered submarine e x p l o s i v e  

d e v i c e s :  t h e  Whitehead to rpedo ,  f i r e d  from a v e s s e l ,  and the 

Harvey torpedo, towed by a v e s s e l ,  f o re runne r s  of the modern 
to rpedo  so c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  submarine w a r f a r e . ?  T o  

deve lop  t h i s  t ype  of weapon, and t o  p rov ide  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
i t s  use ,  the Royal Navy e s t a b l i s h e d  a to rpedo  school  i n  

Por tsmouth,  England. There w a s  a cont inuous exchange of 
i n fo rma t ion  between th i s  school  and t h a t  of the Royal Engi- 

n e e r ' s  a t  Chatham. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Royal Navy was repre- 
s e n t e d  on W a r  O f f i c e  committees charged w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  deve lop ing  submarine mining. 

T h e  Royal A r t i l l e r y  a l s o  had more than  a pas s ing  i n t e r -  

es t  i n  the development of submarine mining i n  the 1 8 6 0 ' s  and 

ear ly  1 8 7 0 ' s .  The gunners argued t h a t  a submarine mine f i e ld  
was, i n  e f f e c t ,  ano the r  a s p e c t  of the de fens ive  f i r e  power 
of the coast defences  of a port and s i n c e  the rest of t h i s  

f i r e  power w a s  ope ra t ed  and c o n t r o l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y m e n ,  t h e  

m i n e f i e l d  also should be i n  gunner hands.  This u n i t y  of 

command theme w a s  developed t o  the s t a g e  of a s e r i o u s  
p r o p o s a l  by t h e  D i r e c t o r  Royal A r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l  
f o r  the army r e g u l a r l y  p r a c t i c e d  t h e  coopera t ion  of var ious  
a r m s  t o  good e f f e c t  i n  i t s  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  methods 

u s e d  i n  the f i e l d  could be a p p l i e d  t o  f o r t r e s s  defence.8  

Submarine mining remained t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Royal 



and the I n s p e c t o r  General  of  F o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  a s e n i o r  Royal 
Engineer o f f i c e r ,  u n t i l  it w a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t o  t h e  Royal 

Navy. 

A series of even t s  spaced over  a decade saw submarine 

mining e s t a b l i s h e d  as a sapper  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .  The f i r s t  

submarine mining company Royal Engineers ,  4 Company, w a s  

formed i n  1871.  Two y e a r s  l a te r  an o l d  l i n e  of b a t t l e  s h i p ,  

H . M . S .  Hood, moored a t  Chatham, w a s  conver ted  t o  a submarine 

mining school .  Soon a f t e r w a r d ,  the f i r s t  submarine mining 

m i l i t i a  w e r e  formed i n  England. The t echn iques  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  the new weapon spread t o  t h e  defended p o r t s  of the self  

governing c o l o n i e s  of t h e  B r i t i s h  empire i n  1885 when 
Cap ta in  E . F .  Rhodes, a Royal Engineer  submarine mining 
o f f i c e r ,  w a s  posted t o  Melbourne, A u s t r a l i a .  9 

Submarine miners were selected from v o l u n t e e r s  and w e r e  

t r a i n e d  a t  t h e  new school  a t  Chatham. Although sappers  of 

any t r a d e  o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w e r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  vo lun tee r  f o r  

the submarine mining s e r v i c e  and t r a i n i n g ,  s e l e c t i v e  prefer-  

ence  w a s  g iven t o  t h o s e  hav ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  t r a d e s  

e.g.  boatmen, e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  i n s t rumen t  r e p a i r e r s .  A b o u t  150 
v o l u n t e e r s ,  170 i n  t h e  e a r l y  19OOs, were t r a i n e d  annua l ly  a t  
the schoo l  on r e c r u i t  cou r se s  of f i v e  months d u r a t i o n .  Of 

these men, some 120 underwent c o n t i n u a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  on 

cou r se s  of up t o  t e n  months d u r a t i o n  t o  f i t  them a s  sub- 

marine mining e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  engine d r i v e r s ,  d i v e r s ,  i n s t r u -  

ment r e p a i r e r s ,  etc.lO - See Appendix K. 
The  f i v e  month r e c r u i t  cou r se  w a s  t e c h n i c a l l y  and 

p h y s i c a l l y  demanding. It  inc luded  some 31 working days of 

g e n e r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  and use  of ropes ,  cha ins ,  
b l o c k s ,  t a c k l e s ,  cables, mines and mining s t o r e s ,  and i n  the 

u s e  of boats. A f u r t h e r  3 4  working days w e r e  spen t  i n  
p r a c t i s i n g  t echn iques  w h i l e  connec t ing  up, embarking, s l i n g-  

i n g ,  l a y i n g  o u t  and r a i s i n g  mines, and p repa r ing  t h e  mul t i-  

p l e  and group cables, buoys, moorings and junc t ion  boxes 



neces sa ry  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a mine f i e ld .  To complete the 

cour se ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  1 5  working days w e r e  spen t  i n  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and p r a c t i c e  w i t h  t h e  s tores ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and 
f i t t i n g s  u s e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Defence E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s ,  

o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i n  o p e r a t i n g  and s e r v i c i n g  t h e  o i l  and 
11 steam engines  used t o  g e n e r a t e  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  t h e  l i g h t s .  

F l a g  and l a m p  s i g n a l l i n g  was p r a c t i c e d  throughout  t h e  course 

as t he  s t anda rd  means of communication between boat  and 
s h o r e  par t ies .  The s h e e r  p h y s i c a l  demands imposed on t h e  

r e c r u i t  w e r e  h i g h  for i n  t h e  f i v e  months a c l a s s  of 1 2  would 

move a t o t a l  of some 200 t o n s  of mines, moorings, cab l e s  and 
cha ins  du r ing  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  l i t t l e  mechanical  a i d  as w e l l  a s  

p u l l  f o r  many hours  a t  t h e  oars of a v a r i e t y  of boa t s .12  

O u t d o o r  practice w a s  c a n c e l l e d  i n  on ly  t h e  most s e v e r e  

wea ther .  Nor d i d  cou r se  a t t endance  excuse the sapper  from 

the parades, d r i l l s ,  i n s p e c t i o n s  and d u t i e s  which were p a r t  
o f  the g e n e r a l  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  a t  Chatham. 

The s u c c e s s f u l  r e c r u i t  a t t e n d i n g  a subsequent course  a t  
the schoo l  t o  q u a l i f y  as an e l e c t r i c i a n  o r  engine d r i v e r  

b e f o r e  p o s t i n g  t o  a submarine mining company found no r e l i e f  

i n  t h e  pace of i n s t r u c t i o n .  The  cou r se s  concen t r a t ed  on 
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  w i t h  a thorough unders tanding of 

t h e  t heo ry  of e l e c t r i c i t y  and of t h e  p r a c t i c a l  use  o f ,  

ba t t e r ies ,  j u n c t i o n  boxes,  e l e c t r i c  d e t o n a t o r s ,  e l e c t r i c  
c i r c u i t s  of a l l  t ypes ,  t e s t  equipment such a s  galvanometers 

and t h e  Wheatstone b r i d g e ,  accumula tors ,  dynamos and t h e  o i l  
a n d  steam machinery used t o  produce e l e c t r i c i t y  and to  power 

submarine mining v e s s e l s .  The hours of s tudy  were long,  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  of achievement h i g h . l 3  
S k i l l e d  though he was, t r a i n i n g  d i d  not  cease f o r  a 

submarine miner a f t e r  p o s t i n g  t o  a company. Regular prac- 
t i c e  and p e r i o d i c  t e s t i n g  ensured h e  mainta ined h i s  s k i l l s  

and f i t n e s s  and he  w a s  encouraged t o  upgrade h is  q u a l i f i -  

c a t i o n s  w i t h  f u r t h e r  cou r se s .  Reductions and advances i n  



r a t i n g s  and consequent ly  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  pay, were made 

a f t e r  p e r i o d i c  t e s t i n g  and a l l  d e t a i l s  of t r a i n i n g  ach ieve-  

ments and f a i l u r e s  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y  recorded on var ious  

s t a n d a r d i s e d  forms k e p t  wi th  each s a p p e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  

documents i n  reg imenta l  r eco rds .  The a i m  of a l l  t h i s  was t o  

ensu re  tha t  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  and r e a d i n e s s  of each company t o  

l a y ,  m a i n t a i n  and o p e r a t e  i t s  a l l o t t e d  submarine minef ie ld  

w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l .  

T h e  i d e a l  w a s  t o  have enough Royal Engineer companies 

of s u b m a r i n e  miners t o  under take  a l l  d u t i e s  a t  a l l  mine- 

f i e l d s .  But t h i s  w a s  i m p r a c t i c a l  because it w a s  t oo  ex-  

pens ive  and because t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s k i l l e d  manpower w a s  

l i m i t e d .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  w a s  t o  provide  a r e g u l a r  

company as par t  of t h e  permanent g a r r i s o n  a t  each defended 

p o r t  and supplement these companies wi th  m i l i t i a  submarine 

mining u n i t s  which w e r e  t r a i n e d  by t h e  regular  g a r r i s o n s  i n  
peace  and provided the a d d i t i o n a l  manpower necessary  f o r  t h e  

f u l l  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  m i n e f i e l d s  i n  war. T h i s  was the sys-  

t e m  t r i e d  a t  Esquimal t ,  b u t  not  a t  f i r s t  due t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  

se t  of c i rcumstances  stemming from t h e  Bri t i sh- Canadian 

agreement of 1893 f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of the permanent 

defences  there. 

Under the agreement B r i t a i n  was t o  p rov ide  a Royal 

Marine A r t i l l e r y  detachment t o  be t h e  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  a t  

Esquimal t .  Canada would p rov ide  m i l i t i a .  The p l an  f o r  t h e  

defences  i nc luded  a submarine mine f i e ld  w i t h  Defence 

E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s  and t w o  6-pdr. Q.F. Hotchkiss  guns. A s  no 
Royal Engineers  w e r e  to  be suppl-ied t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  mine f i e ld  

some of the marines were t r a i n e d  a t  Chatham as  submarine 

miners b e f o r e  the detachment w a s  s e n t  t o  Esquimal t .  I t  was 

supposed tha t  on a r r i v a l  the marines would t r a i n  a number of 

mi l i t i amen  t o  supplement the i r  number i n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  mine- 
E i e l d  i n  war. 



In t h e o r y  t h e s e  arrangements seemed t o  prov ide  ade- 

q u a t e l y  f o r  t h e  submarine mining defence of Esquimal t ,  b u t  

i n  p r a c t i c e  they  f a i l e d  miserab ly .  One reason f o r  t h e  

f a i l u r e  was that  p r i o r i t y  was given t o  p rov id ing  the  5- inch 

gun b a t t e r i e s  and t r a i n i n g  t h e  m i l i t i a  t o  man them. T h i s  

demanded the f u l l  r e sou rces  of t h e  g a r r i s o n  and of t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  force f o r  the f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  1893-96. Another 

reason  w a s  tha t  t h e  a c t u a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  mine f i e ld  w a s  i n  
o u t l i n e  on ly  i n  1893, was not  r e v i s e d  t o  a p r a c t i c a l  pos s i-  

b i l i t y  u n t i l  1896 and w a s  under d i s c u s s i o n  and r e v i s i o n  i n  
London, England f o r  a f u r t h e r  two y e a r s  before f i n a l l y  be ing  

approved. Submarine marine mining stores were not  s e n t  o u t  

b e f o r e  t h e  p l a n  w a s  approved and so d i d  not  reach Esquimalt  

u n t i l  the summer of 1898. Without the equipment t r a i n i n g  

w a s  imposs ib le .  Even i f  t h e  s t o r e s  had been p r e s e n t ,  the 

o f f i c e r  commanding the marine detachment had no s p e c i f i c  
orders t o  t r a i n  t h e  m i l i t i a  and t h e  m i l i t i a  bore no o b l i -  
g a t i o n  t o  t r a i n  as submarine miners .  14 

Both the Admiralty and the W a r  O f f i c e  were aware of the 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  a t  Esquimalt  by 1896 and 
r e s o l v e d  to c o r r e c t  matters by improving t h e  terms of the 

agreement when it was renewed i n  1898. Meanwhile o r d e r s  

w e r e  g iven  t o  c o n s t r u c t  the submarine mining shore  e s t ab-  

l i shment  and t h a t  work p rog res sed  r a p i d l y .  
A new agreement f o r  the defence of Esquimalt  was s igned  

t o  t a k e  e f f e c t  from 30 September 1899. It  provided f o r  a 

Royal Engineer  submarine mining company t o  be ass igned  t o  

the B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  a n d  f o r  a Canadian m i l i t i a  sub- 

m a r i n e  mining u n i t  of 3 o f f i c e r s  and 53 o t h e r  ranks t o  be 

raised i n  V i c t o r i a  and t r a i n e d  by t h e  Royal Engineers .  A t  

l a s t  an adequa te  f o r c e  of submarine miners would be a v a i l -  

able t o  c a r r y  o u t  the approved p l a n  f o r  the mine f i e ld  u s i n g  
the  new f a c i l i t i e s  and equipment provided.  



T h e  advance p a r t y  of seven Royal Engineer  submarine 

m i n e r s  l e f t  England on 9 September 1899 f o r  Esquimalt .15 On 

a r r i v a l ,  t hey  took charge  of t h e  submarine mining e s t a b l i s h -  

ment i n  t h e  lee of S i g n a l  H i l l ,  on Esquimalt  harbour ,  w i t h  
i t s  p i e r ,  s l i p ,  stores, shops,  o f f i c e s  and a l l  t h e  newly 

a r r i v e d  submarine mining equipment  and s t o r e s  stored there. 

T h e  seven m e m b e r s  of the p a r t y ;  N o .  21249 Cpl. W. Walker 

( e l e c t r i c i a n ) ,  No. 523 Spr.  M. Hefferman (engine  d r i v e r ) ,  

N o .  553 Spr.  E.  Midlane, No. 543 Spr .  J. Osborn (engine  

d r i v e r ) ,  N o .  882 Spr .  T .  Salmon, N o .  29880 Spr .  A. S h u t t l e -  

worth ( e l e c t r i c i a n )  and No. 28629 Spr .  B. Stone ( s m i t h  and 

engine  d r i v e r ) ,  would be absorbed i n t o  t h e  ass igned  sub-  
marine mining company when it a r r i v e d .  

48 (Submarine Mining) Company Royal Engineers  w a s  

formed a t  Chatham, England, on 1 February 1900 f o r  duty  a t  

E s q u i m a l t .  I t  embarked on t h e  s t eamsh ip  Tunis ian  a t  L iver -  

poo l  f o r  Montreal on 9 May 1900 under  the command of Lieu- 
t e n a n t  B.W.B. Bowdler, j o i n i n g  wi th  h a l f  o f  44 ( F o r t r e s s )  

Company Royal Engineers ,  commanded by Second L ieu tenan t  

P.H. French,  and a s m a l l  detachment of gunners of the Royal 

G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y ,  commanded by L ieu tenan t  C . E . J .  Wahl, t o  

form a re inforcement  f o r  t h e  Esquimal t  g a r r i s o n  w i t h  a t o t a l  

s t r e n g t h  of f o u r  o f f i c e r s  and 1 2 0  o t h e r  ranks  accompanied by 

a few f a m i l i e s .  

The  con t ingen t ,  commanded by Bowdler, a r r i v e d  i n  V i c -  

The band t o r i a  on 26 May after  c r o s s i n g  Canada by r a i l . 1 6  

o f  5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  led  the disembarked 
t r o o p s  from t h e  wharf t o  the power house a long  streets l i n e d  

on both sides by chee r ing  crowds. A t  the power house the 

marchers boarded cars of t h e  e lec t r i c  ra i lway  f o r  t h e  re- 

mainder of the i r  journey t o  Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s .  There they  

were accommodated i n  t e n t s  t e m p o r a r i l y  u n t i l  t h e  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y ,  wooden ba r r ack  b locks  which were t o  be t h e  s a p p e r s '  

permanent home w e r e  evacuated by 19 Company Royal Gar r i son  

A r t i l l e r y .  



48 Company was s t a t i o n e d  a t  Esquimal t  u n t i l  the w i t h -  

drawal of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  i n  1906. I n  t he  course  of 

i t s  s i x  y e a r s  of duty ,  there were some changes among the 

company o f f i c e r s .  Capta in  Bowdler handed over command t o  

Cap ta in  Danie l  Brady i n  1903. L i e u t e n a n t  L.F. Blandy, who 

had a r r i v e d  a t  E s q u i m a l t  w i t h  Bowdler, s e rved  w i t h  the com- 
pany th roughout  i t s  t o u r  of duty .  L i e u t e n a n t  F.G. Hood 

jo ined  the company i n  December 1901 and L ieu tenan t  A. S t .  

J. Yates i n  September 1904, both  s e r v i n g  u n t i l  May 1906. I t  

is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l l  of these o f f i c e r s  reached 

the rank of Lieutenant- Colonel  b e f o r e  ret i rement  and one of 

them, Brady, r e t i r e d  w i t h  the rank of Brigadier- General .  

See Appendix A.  - 
Under the terms of t h e  Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement o f  

1899, t h e  company was expected t o  t r a i n  l o c a l  mi l i t i a  sub- 

marine miners  b u t  t h i s  p l a n  w a s  f o i l e d  by a m i l i t i a  
f a i l u r e .  5th B.C.  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y ,  the m i l i t i a  

u n i t  i n  Victor ia ,  w a s  reorganized  i n  accordance wi th  the 

agreement w i t h  one of i ts  companies a s s igned  t o  a submarine 

mining roles1’ I t  w a s  in tended  tha t  t h e  new company would 

draw i t s  pe r sonne l  from v o l u n t a r y  t r a n s f e r s  from the o t h e r  

companies of the regiment, b u t  very few m i l i t i a m e n  were 
w i l l i n g  t o  commit themselves  t o  ach iev ing  and main ta in ing  

t h e  s t i f f  t e c h n i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  set or  t o  a compulsory t h r e e  

week annual  camp. Due t o  lack of v o l u n t e e r s ,  the m i l i t i a  
submar ine  mining company was unable  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

annua l  m o b i l i s a t i o n  p r a c t i c e  i n  1900.  Sens ib ly ,  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  o rdered  i t s  r e v e r s i o n  t o  a r t i l l e ry  d u t i e s  i n  
October 1900 . l8  

Having f a i l e d  t o  raise a force of m i l i t i a  submarine 

miners ,  O t t a w a  m e t  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  u n d e r  the agreement by 
a g r e e i n g  t o  a B r i t i s h  sugges t ion  t h a t ,  a s  an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  

Canada should pay f o r  a s m a l l  increase i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 48 
Company of one o f f i c e r  and f o u r t e e n  sappe r s .19  The i n c r e a s e  

w a s  a u t h o r i s e d  i n  London on 4 June 1901 and subsequent ly  



t h e s e  men were s e n t  o u t  from England. The e f f e c t  of t he  new 

arrangement was t h a t  a l l  submarine mining a t  Esquimalt  

d u r i n g  t h e  a r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  p e r i o d  was e n t i r e l y  i n  B r i t i s h  
hands.  

I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  submarine mine f i e ld  defence of 

E s q u i m a l t  reached a s t a t e  of o p e r a t i o n a l  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h  the a r r i v a l  of 48 Company i n  May 1900. B u t  

t h i s  was a b a s i c  s ta te  wi th  enough t r a i n e d  personne l ,  equip-  

ment and f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Esquimal t  f o r  t h e  mine f i e ld  p l a n  t o  

be c a r r i e d  o u t  when o rde red .  A p e r i o d  of ref inement  and 

r e h e a r s a l  was neces sa ry  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  b a s i c  r e a d i n e s s  t o  a 

h i g h e r  l e v e l  of e f f i c i e n c y .  Such a p e r i o d  occur red  be tween  
1900 and 1902. B y  1 0  March 1900,  t h e  two 6-pdr. Q.F.  Hotch- 

k i s s  guns had been mounted i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  conc re t e  b a r b e t t e  

emplacements a t  Dun tze  Head.20 

completed on 18 A p r i l  and a T e s t  Room on  30 November,21 bo th  

a t  Duntze Head. The engine room t h e r e  t o  supply power f o r  

t h e  m i n e f i e l d  and f o r  t w o  Defence E l e c t r i c  L igh t s  a t  Duntze 

Head w a s  f i n i s h e d  on 30 November.?2 Another engine room w a s  
completed a t  F o r t  Rodd H i l l  on 30 March 1901 t o  power t h e  

two Defence E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s  on t h e  f o r e s h o r e  t h e r e . 2 3  Lead 

shea thed  c a b l e s  w e r e  l a i d  onshore a t  Duntze Head between the 

Observing S t a t i o n ,  T e s t  Room and connec t ion  p o i n t s  f o r  

underwater  cables, s t o r e s  and equipment t o  complete 

i n v e n t o r y  a r r i v e d  from England, and 48 Company r e g u l a r l y  

p r a c t i c e d  p r e p a r i n g  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  mine f i e ld  and t h e  

t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f ace  of an enemy a t tempt  

t o  e n t e r  t h e  ha rbour .  I n  1902, t h e  f i n a l  touches  w e r e  added 

t o  the  sho re  arrangements .  A u t h o r i t y  w a s  g iven on 30 June 

f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the permanent emplacement f o r  

Defence E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s  3 and 4 a t  Duntze Head and, on 4 

December, f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a permanent F i g h t i n g  Pos t  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r  commanding s u b m a r i n e  mining, a l s o  a t  Duntze 

Head. By 1902, t h e  submarine mine f i e ld  had become an 

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

An Observing S t a t i o n  w a s  



of the Esquimal t  Defence Scheme, a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p l an  

approved by the B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e  which coord ina ted  a l l  

a s p e c t s  of the defences  and which w a s  t o  be rehearsed  

a n n u a l l y  . 
The p r e c i s e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  m i n e f i e l d  are not known. 

The matter w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c r e t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  However, 

g r a i n s  of in format ion  assembled from s u r v i v i n g  u n c l a s s i f i e d  

documents do sugges t  a p a t t e r n  of arrangements  very close t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e  practice of the pe r iod .  - See 

F i g u r e  8. The mine f i e ld  w a s  t o  be p l aced  a c r o s s  t h e  narrow 

p a r t  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Esquimal t  ha rbour  between F i sga rd  

L igh t  and Duntze  Head w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  edge on t h e  examination 

l i n e ,  a l i n e  f r o m  B l a c k  Rock to  t h e  w e s t  end of t h e  s a l t  
lagoon on the w e s t  shore of t h e  ha rbour  approaches,  and t h e  

i n n e r  edge on a l i n e  between Grant  K n o l l  and t h e  Fo r t  Rodd 

H i l l  wharf .24 A f r i e n d l y  c o n t r o l l e d  channe l ,  200 ya rds  

w i d e ,  sown w i t h  twenty-two 500 pound o b s e r v a t i o n  mines, w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the deepes t  water wi th  i t s  c e n t r e  a l i g n e d  on 
I n s k i p  I s l a n d  w h i t e  p o s t  beacon and Dyke P o i n t  beacon.25 On 

both s i d e s  of th i s  channe l  100 pound e l e c t r o  c o n t a c t  mines 

were sown w i t h  some a d d i t i o n a l  50 pound c o n t a c t  mines i n  t h e  

shallow water between F i s g a r d  L igh t  and the F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

whar f .  All of t h e  mines were t o  be connected by c a b l e  t o  

permanent ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o i n t s  on sho re  a t  Dun tze  Head and 

t h e n  through bu r i ed  c i r c u i t s  t o  t h e  T e s t  Room, where con t i-  

n u i t y  and swi t ch ing  w e r e  moni tored,  and t h e  Observing 

S t a t i o n ,  where the f i r i n g  of the o b s e r v a t i o n  mines w a s  con- 

t r o l l e d .  Replacement mines, s p a r e  c a b l e s  and v e s s e l s  used 

i n  ma in t a in ing  the mine f i e ld  w e r e  t o  be k e p t  i n  a s ta te  of 

r e a d i n e s s  a t  the submarine mining shore  e s t ab l i shmen t .  The 

m o b i l i s a t i o n  plan26 a l lowed  f o u r  days f o r  p repa r ing  and lay-  

ing  the mine f i e ld  and b r i n g i n g  it t o  a s t a te  of o p e r a t i o n a l  

r e a d i n e s s .  
To expec t  a l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  be completed i n  two days 



may have been to  expect too much i n  c e r t a i n  c i rcumstances  

f o r  i n  1902 a l l  of t h e  v e s s e l s  and many of the smal l  b o a t s  

which w o u l d  be used t o  l a y  the mines would f i r s t  have t o  be 

r e q u i s i t i o n e d  and t h e r e  w a s  no gua ran tee  t h a t  they  would be 
a t  hand when wanted. The s teamships  Maude and S e l k i r k  were 

cons ide red  the most s u i t a b l e  v e s s e l s  as they  had both clear 
decks  and l i f t i n g  gear  of t h e  neces sa ry  c a p a c i t y . 2 7  B u t  

bo th  s h i p s  were r e g u l a r l y  employed a long  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Columbia c o a s t  and miqht be f u l l y  loaded wi th  cargo a t  some 
d i s t a n c e  from Esquimalt  when the c a l l  came. 

When two s teamships ,  the Beryl  and Topaz, were b u i l t  

l o c a l l y  f o r  48 Company for  minelaying and mine f i e ld  mainte-  
nance between 1902 and 1904, p robably  i n  1903, the problems 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  re l iance on the Maude and S e l k i r k  were 
e l i m i n a t e d .  I t  appears  t h a t  both  Beryl and Topaz conformed 

t o  the s t a n d a r d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s  f o r  such vessels formu- 

l a t e d  i n  England by the Royal Engineers .28  The i r  d i s -  

t i n c t i v e  appearance became a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  i n  Esquimal t  

h a r b o u r .  - See F igu re  10. Posses s ion  of the i r  own v e s s e l s  

meant tha t  the sappers  of  48 Company could p r a c t i c e  mine- 
l a y i n g  much more f r e q u e n t l y  and made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

company's d i v e r s  t o  o p e r a t e  a r e g u l a r  i n s p e c t i o n  and main te-  
nance schedu le  f o r  any permanently l a i d  c a b l e s  and mines. 

How much, i f  any, of t h e  m i n e f i e l d  w a s  permanently l a i d  

i n  t h e  harbour  e n t r a n c e  i s  not  c e r t a i n .  T h e  1902 Defence 

Scheme i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  mines and c a b l e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  

s t o r e  a t  t h e  Submarine Mining E s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  a s t a t e  of 

immediate r ead ines s .29  By c o n t r a s t ,  a passage  i n  t h e  l o c a l  

newspaper a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  Royal Navy had s t a r t e d  t o  

reduce i t s  base a t  Esquimalt  s u g g e s t s  some mines, a t  l e a s t ,  

w e r e  l a i d  permanently:-  



T h e  mines l a id  a t  Esquimal t  by t h e  submarine min- 

i n g  branch of the Royal Engineers  a r e  be ing  r a i s e d  

and w i l l  be shipped t o  England by t h e  B r i t i s h  s h i p  
P e n t h l i s e a ,  now load ing  s t o r e s ,  ordnance and nava l  

s u p p l i e s  be ing  r e t u r n e d  t o  England a s  a r e s u l t  of 
the d i sman t l i ng  of the s t a t i o n .  30 

I t  i s  possible t h a t  a change of p o l i c y  occur red  w i t h  
the a c q u i s i t i o n  of the Beryl  and Topaz, between 1902  and 
1904. I f  th i s  d i d  happen, t h e n  48 Company would have been 

o p e r a t i n g  i n  accordance w i t h  g e n e r a l  submarine mining 

p r a c t i c e s  of the pe r iod .  

T h e  even tua l  removal of the submarine mining equipment 

from Esquimal t  w a s  a p r a c t i c a l  s t e p  r e s u l t i n g  from t w o  
changes i n  B r i t i s h  nava l  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c y .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  submarine mining had been t r a n s f e r r e d  

from the army t o  the Royal N a v y .  Secondly,  and c o i n c i-  

d e n t a l l y  so f a r  as Esquimalt  w a s  concerned,  t h e  Royal Navy 
w a s  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  i t s  s t r e n g t h  i n  home wa te r s  t o  m e e t  t h e  
new t h r e a t  t o  B r i t a i n  emanating from Germany. Esquimalt  w a s  

one of many Royal Navy e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  throughout  the empire 

which were closed or reduced t o  a c a r e t a k e r  s t a t u s .  Thus i n  

one s t e p  48 Company handed over  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  

Royal Navy and the navy evacuated the submarine mining 
equipment w i t h  other nava l  stores while reducing i t s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  Esquimalt .  

There w a s  no submarine mining equipment a t  Esquimalt  on 

army charge  when t h e  Br i t i sh  g a r r i s o n  w a s  withdrawn i n  
1906. None of the many o f f i c i a l  and newspaper r e p o r t s  of 

t h e  handover of the Esquimalt  defences  from the B r i t i s h  t o  

the new Canadian g a r r i s o n  mention submarine mining o r  sub- 

marine mining equipment. N o r  is there any record of 3 
( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Canadian Engineers  under tak ing  any 



submarine mining d u t i e s  even though some members of 48 

Company were among t h e  3 1  s appe r s  of t h e  Royal Engineers who 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Canadian s e r v i c e  t o  form the nucleus of 3 
Company. 31 

The end of army submarine mining a t  Esquimalt  was a l s o  

the end o f  48 (Submarine Mining) Company Royal Engineers .  
Formed s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  t a s k  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  and mainta in-  
ing  t h e  mine f i e ld  a t  Esquimalt  i n  1900, t'ne company w a s  one 

of many u n i t s  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  handover of mining respons i-  

b i l i t y  t o  t h e  Admiralty,  as t h e  l o c a l  V i c t o r i a  newspaper 

reported : 

Moreover, the submarine mining co rps  now a f f i l i -  

a t e d  wi th  the Royal Engineers  of t h e  Work Po in t  
G a r r i s o n  are t o  be disbanded: This  d e c i s i o n  has 

been reached by t h e  War O f f i c e . .  . .The r educ t ion  of 

t h e  submarine mining branch of the corps  of Royal 
Engineers  w i l l  i nvo lve  t h i r t e e n  r e g u l a r  and t e n  

m i l i t i a  companies. T h e  f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e  u n i t s  a r e  

s t a t i o n e d  a t  Bermuda, Malta,  H a l i f a x ,  N . S . ,  Hong 
Kong and Esquimal t  ...32 

48 (Submarine Mining) Company R . E . ,  l e s s  t hose  few who 

e l e c t e d  f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  the Canadian s e r v i c e ,  r e tu rned  t o  

England w i t h  the o t h e r  t r o o p s  of t h e  a r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  i n  

1906, a s  48 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company R . E .  The company w a s  d i s -  

banded s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v a l .  



66 

The Esquimalt Defence Scheme 

The appointment of a Colonial Defence Committee i n  London, 

England, i n  Apr i l  1885,  marked the  beginning of an era  of 

coordinated defence of po r t s  and s t a t i o n s  i n  the  colonies of 

t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. The committee's immediate task was t o  

provide a s u i t a b l e  s ca l e  of armaments fo r  each por t  and 

s t a t i o n  a t  a time of c r i s i s  i n  English-Russian a f f a i r s .  

Subsequently, an ever widening range of co lon ia l  defence 

matters  was d e a l t  with.  On 1 November 1886, the  committee 
issued a memorandum f o r  t h e  guidance of the  governors of 

colonies a s  t o  l oca l  preparat ions required i n  an t i c ipa t i on  

of war. The c o r n i t t e e  advised t h a t  ". . .it is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  

t he re  should be a t  each por t  or  s t a t i o n  a de t a i l ed  scheme of 
defence which could be put i n  force  immediately on the  out- 

break of war"1 and continued with a s e r i e s  of re levant  sub-  

j e c t s  which would eventual ly become the  s tandardised main 

headings of t h e  sec t ions  of a l l  defence scheme documents. 

The committee s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t :  

Copies of the  schemes drawn up by the  Local De- 

fence Committees and Reports of t h e i r  proceedings, 

should, as soon as poss ib le ,  be forwarded t o  the  

Colonial  Office,  i n  order t h a t  the  arrangements 

proposed may receive t h e  approval of the  Home 

a u t h o r i t i e s  from whom, a l so ,  advice on any doubt- 

f u l  po in t s  should be asked.2 



Thus every defence  scheme of every defended p o r t  o r  s t a t i o n  

th roughout  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire w a s  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  

War o f f i c e .  
I n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  fo l lowing  t h e  committee's memorandum, 

19 o f  37 c o l o n i e s  developed approved defence schemes. I n  

Canada, a defence  scheme f o r  Ha l i f ax  w a s  approved by 1891, 
b u t  the f i r s t  scheme f o r  Esquimal t  w a s  no t  submi t ted  u n t i l  

1898 due t o  i n d e c i s i o n  over  t h e  scale of g a r r i s o n  and arma- 
ment. T h e  Esquimal t  Defence Scheme went through a number of 

r e v i s i o n s  i n  the next  f o u r  y e a r s  u n t i l  it reached i t s  f i n a l  
form and w a s  p r i n t e d .  

a l l  p r e v i o u s  p l ann ing  f o r  the p r o v i s i o n  and f u n c t i o n  of 

permanent de fences  for  V i c t o r i a  and Esquimal t .  I t  w a s  t h e  
c o n t r o l  document f o r  a l l  rehearsals and p r a c t i c e  of the 
de fences  u n t i l  the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  l e f t  Esquimalt  i n  1906 
and remained an  impor tan t  r e f e r e n c e  as l a t e  as 1928. Al- 
though b r ie f ,  t h e  scheme document conta ined  a l l  of t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  and p l a n s  f o r  t h e  m o b i l i s a t i o n  of the defences  

and t h e  p r inc ip les  upon w h i c h  they  would o p e r a t e  i n  w a r .  
W i t h  the a d d i t i o n  of some d e t a i l  from o t h e r  sources  of con- 

temporary gunnery p r a c t i c e  and annual  exercises, a f a i r l y  
complete p i c t u r e  can be drawn of the Esquimal t- Vic tor ia  
defences  i n  thei r  o p e r a t i o n a l  mode 1900-1906, a mode which 

remained l a r g e l y  t r u e  u n t i l  a t  least 1928. 

The 1902 E s q u i m a l t  Defence Scheme3 w a s  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  

There w e r e  n a t u r a l  f ea tures  of the ground about  Esqui- 

m a l t  which would be used t o  advantage i n  i ts  defence .  The 
nava l  yard w a s  on the W e s t  s ide  of a s m a l l  p en insu la  formed 

by the e x t e n s i o n  of an a r m  of Victor ia  harbour  known then  as 

The A r m  and today  as Por t age  I n l e t .  The i n l a n d  t i p  of t h e  

i n l e t  w a s  jo ined by a narrow s t ream,  Deadman's River ,  today 
Cra igf lower  C r e e k ,  and t h i c k  woods t o  Parsons  Bridge a t  the  



head of Esquimal t  ha rbour .  Three wooden b r i d g e s  and one 

i r o n  swing b r i d g e  t o  t h e  pen insu la  a c r o s s  t h e  i n l e t  could 
e a s i l y  be des t royed  a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  making it ". . . . p o s s i b l e  

fo r  a defending  f o r c e  t o  ho ld  an enemy i n  check a long t h i s  
boundary f o r  some c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e ,  even though the town of 

V i c t o r i a  w a s  i n  the i r  hands ."4  To the w e s t  of Esquimalt  
ha rbour ,  there were t h i c k  woods and on ly  one road from Col- 
wood t o  t h e  Rodd P o i n t  promontory a t  the harbour  e n t r a n c e .  
An enemy force would be conf ined  t o  t h i s  road when advancing 

on Rodd H i l l .  All of these n a t u r a l  advantages  were used i n  
p l a n n i n g  t h e  Esquimal t  Defence Scheme. 

The scheme also took i n t o  account  the n a t u r e  of t h e  

a t t a c k  which c o u l d  be expected. The p r o s p e c t  of a naval  

bombardment by one or t w o  enemy cruisers ,  an attempt by t o r -  

pedo boats t o  e n t e r  t h e  harbour ,  or a s m a l l  scale landing  
d i r e c t e d  a t  p u t t i n g  any coast defence ba t ter ies  o u t  of  

a c t i o n  so t h a t  a nava l  a t t a c k  could be p r e s s e d  home, sug- 
g e s t e d  bat ter ies  of a r t i l l e ry  i n  f i x e d  defences  wi th  a 
v a r i e t y  of guns t o  deal w i th  the nava l  a t tack ,  a mine f i e ld  

t o  b lock  the ha rbour  e n t r a n c e  t o  any enemy s h i p  which might 

run p a s t  the guns,  and some i n f a n t r y ,  mobile a r t i l l e r y  and 

machine guns f o r  g e n e r a l  defence t o  d e f e a t  any l and ing  or 
a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  the f i x e d  defences  from t h e  landward side.  

By 1902 ,  most of the a r t i l l e r y  a l l o t t e d  f o r  t he  defence  

o f  Esquimal t  by the B r i t i s h  W a r  O f f i c e  had been shipped from 

England and mounted, The fo l lowing  c o a s t  defence b a t t e r i e s  

were complete: 

Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y  three 6- inch B.L. guns on 

H.P. mountings 

Rodd H i l l  Upper B a t t e r y  one 6- inch B.L. gun on 
B . P .  mounting 



Rodd H i l l  L o w e r  B a t t e r y  t w o  6- inch B.L.  guns on 

H.P. mountings 

Duntze Head emplacements t w o  6-pdr. Q.F.  Hotchkiss 

guns 

Black Rock B a t t e r y  t w o  12- pdr.  Q.F. guns 
B e  lmont two 12-pdr. Q.F. guns. 5 

T h e  b a t t e r y  of t w o  9.2- inch B.L. guns approved f o r  S i g n a l  
H i l l  w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  des ign  s t a g e .  I t  would be s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  before it w a s  ready  and could be inc luded  i n  t h e  

Defence Scheme. I t  w a s  expected tha t  t h e  6-pdr. guns a t  
Duntze Head would be r ep l aced  very  soon w i t h  a 12-pdr. Q .F .  

b a t t e r y  o f  t w o  guns of the same p a t t e r n  as t h o s e  a t  Black 

Rock and B e l m o n t .  The weapons a l l o t t e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  de fence  

were : 

s i x  13-pdr. R.M.L. guns on f i e l d  c a r r i a g e s  

s i x  M a x i m  machine guns on p a r a p e t  mountings.6 

The l a t t e r  were scaled t w o  t o  each 6- inch gun b a t t e r y  f o r  
both an a n t i- t o r p e d o  boat and a g e n e r a l  defence  role. An 

a d d i t i o n a l  s i x  Maxim machine guns on f i e l d  c a r r i a g e s  had 

been a u t h o r i s e d  b u t  had not yet  a r r i v e d  i n  1902. 

The t r o o p s  t o  man bo th  t h e  f i x e d  and g e n e r a l  defences  

w e r e  drawn from t h e  B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  s t a t i o n e d  i n  
Work Po in t  b a r r a c k s  and the local  m i l i t i a ,  5 t h  B .C .  Regiment 

Canadian A r t i l l e r y  of Victor ia  and 6 t h  Regiment The Duke of 

Connaughts Own R i f l e s ,  an infant -ry  u n i t  o f  Vancouver and N e w  

W e s t m i n s t e r .  The B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r s  inc luded  gunners ,  sappers  

and pe r sonne l  of  the s e r v i c e ,  ordnance,  medical  and pay 

co rps .  Their commander commanded t h e  Esquimalt  de fences .  

The t o t a l  number of t r o o p s  involved w a s  65 o f f i c e r s  and 994 

other ranks  o f  which 49 o f f i c e r s  and 651 other ranks  w e r e  

f r o m  t h e  m i l i t i a .  



There were f o u r  p a r t s  t o  the Defence Scheme f o r  Esqui- 

ma l t .  F i r s t l y ,  a F i r e  Command. This  inc luded  a l l  the guns 

o f  t h e  f i x e d  defences  and t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  manned them. The 

F i r e  Commander w a s  t h e  O f f i c e r  Commanding the Royal Gar r i son  

A r t i l l e r y  company of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n .  T h e  primary t a s k  

of th i s  command w a s  t h e  engagement and d e f e a t  of enemy ships 
a t t a c k i n g  Esquimal t .  A secondary t a s k  w a s  f o r  t h e  guns of 

Macaulay Po in t  battery t o  f i r e  across t h e  en t r ance  t o  
V i c t o r i a  harbour .  A l l  of  t h e  r e g u l a r  a r t i l l e r y m e n  of t h e  

g a r r i s o n  and about h a l f  o f  5 th  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r -  

t i l l e r y ,  10 o f f i c e r s  and 1 1 7  men, were a s s igned  t o  th i s  com- 
mand, the m i l i t i a  gunners comple te ly  manning Macaulay Po in t  
b a t t e r y .  The second p a r t  of the Defence Scheme w a s  t h a t  

concerned w i t h  the submarine mine f i e ld  i n  the harbour  en- 
t r a n c e .  The  Company Commander of 4 8 t h  (S.M.)  Company Royal 

Engineers  of t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  was i n  charge and h is  com- 

pany w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l a y i n g ,  ma in t a in ing  and o p e r a t i n g  

t h e  m i n e f i e l d .  Th i rd ly ,  a f o r c e  w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  pa- 
t r o l l i n g  and p r o t e c t i o n  of Esquimal t  nava l  yard and t h e  

Dominion government g rav ing  dock. A company of the 6 th  

R i f l e s  w a s  g iven  t h i s  t a s k .  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a f i e l d  f o r c e  

which inc luded  seven companies of the 6 th  R i f l e s ,  a company 
o f  s i x  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns of t h e  5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Canadian 

A r t i l l e r y  and a h a l f  company of eng inee r s ,  t h e  2/44th 

( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Engineers  of the r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n .  

Th i s  f o r c e  w a s  t asked  “To p a t r o l  and watch the coast i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  resist any a t t empt  t h a t  might be made 

to land a host i le  force a t  p o i n t s  o u t  of reach of t h e  

ba t t e r ies ,  or under cover of darkness  o r  fog,  and, i n  ca se  
of a l and ing  be ing  a f f e c t e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  as r a p i d l y  as 

p o s s i b l e  t o  oppose any advance. “ 7  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  f o r c e  was 

t o  be deployed i n  t w o  groups:  one group of three i n f a n t r y  

companies, the f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  company, a detachment of en- 

g i n e e r s  and the f i e l d  f o r c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  concen t r a t ed  on 



Macaulay P l a i n s  behind hlacaulay P o i n t  b a t t e r y ,  and t h e  o t h e r  

group of f o u r  i n f a n t r y  companies and a detachment of engi-  

neers  a t  Colwood c r o s s r o a d s ,  behind F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  

The whole defence ,  t h e  c o a s t  defense  b a t t e r i e s ,  t h e  

submarine mine f i e ld ,  t h e  nava l  yard guard and t h e  F i e l d  

Force w a s  de sc r ibed  a s  a Coast  Defence F o r t r e s s .  The 

Fortress Commander w a s  the O f f i c e r  Commanding t h e  r e g u l a r  

g a r r i s o n .  I n  1902 h e  was a Royal Engineer o f f i c e r ,  Lieu-  

t e n a n t  Colonel  A .  Grant R . E .  When t h e  F o r t r e s s  w a s  mobi- 

l i s e d ,  it w a s  commanded from a p o s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  on S i g n a l  

H i l l  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  F i r e  Commanders P o s t ,  where both  had an 

e x c e l l e n t  view of the water covered by t h e  guns of the f i x e d  

d e f e n c e s ,  the g e n e r a l  approaches  t o  Esquimal t  harbour ,  most 

of  the bat ter ies  of t h e  f i x e d  defences  and much of t h e  

c o a s t l i n e  and i n l a n d  a r e a  behind the b a t t e r i e s .  

Good communication between S i g n a l  H i l l ,  t h e  Sen io r  

Naval O f f i c e r  i n  the Naval Y a r d ,  t h e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and 

a l l  e l emen t s  of t h e  defences  w a s  e s sen t i a l .  No m i l i t a r y  

t e l e p h o n e  system e x i s t e d  i n  1902, a l though  it had been 

approved by t h e  War O f f i c e  on 2 1  J u l y  1900. The w r i t t e n  
o r d e r s  f o r  the Defence Scheme i n  1902 c o r r e c t l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  

the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the system i n  1903-04. Communication 

u n t i l  t hen  w a s  by lamp, f l a g  and messenger, three methods 

which w e r e  r e t a i n e d  as a l t e r n a t i v e s  a f t e r  te lephones  were 
i n s t a l l e d .  I f  an emergency had occur red  before the te le-  

phone system w a s  completed a p l a n  would have been pu t  i n t o  

e f f e c t  whereby the V i c t o r i a  and Esquimal t  Telephone Company 

w e r e  t o  be immediately mobi l ised-  t o  i n s t a l l  e s s e n t i a l  

l i n e s .  8 

I t  w a s  expected t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e  Defence 

Scheme i n t o  f o r c e  would come by t e l e g r a p h  from t h e  General  

O f f i c e r  Commanding i n  Canada. From the moment of r e c e i p t  of  
t h a t  o r d e r ,  the t r o o p s  would be assembled and the defences  

would be manned i n  accordance wi th  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  inc luded  



i n  t'ne Defence Scheme document. The d r i l l s  involved were 

r ehea r sed  annua l ly  by a l l  u n i t s .  The a larm would be g iven  

i n  work P o i n t  ba r r acks  by trumpet c a l l .  Within  t h e  hour ,  

t h e  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  would parade  i n  F i e l d  S e r v i c e  Order 
w i t h  f u l l  scales of pe r sona l  arms, c l o t h i n g  and equipment. 

S m a l l  arms ammunition and s t o r e s  w o u l d  be i s sued  and i n  a 
very  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  b a r r a c k s  w o u l d  empty a s  the t r o o p s  

marched t o  the i r  bat ter ies  and p o s t s .  T h e  F o r t r e s s  Com-  

mander, t h e  F i r e  Commander and t h e i r  s t a f f s  would march to  

set up t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p o s t s  on S i g n a l  H i l l .  Meanwhile, i n  
V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  prolonged r i n g i n g  of the f i r e  be l l  would have 

brought  the m i l i t i a  gunners t o  the i r  d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies 
S t r e e t ,  i n  uniform w i t h  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  arms and equipment. 

A s  t h e y  a r r i v e d ,  t hey  would be i s s u e d  w i t h  ammunition and 
s t o r e s .  I n  a short t i m e ,  s m a l l  advance p a r t i e s  of them 

would be marching f o r  Macaulay Po in t  t o  t a k e  over  t h e  6- inch 

b a t t e r y  t h e r e  from t h e  Master Gunner of t h e  Royal Gar r i son  

A r t i l l e r y ,  f o r  Macaulay P l a i n s  t o  s t a r t  e r e c t i n g  the t e n t e d  

camp f o r  the f i e l d  f o r c e ,  and f o r  Work P o i n t  ba r r acks  t o  
t a k e  charge  of it from the g a r r i s o n .  When the remainder o f  
5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  w a s  assembled, com- 

p a n i e s  w o u l d  fo l low t h e  advance p a r t i e s  t o  man the c o a s t  

b a t t e r y  a t  Macaulay and t o  d r a w  the f i e l d  guns from Work 
Po in t  b a r r a c k s  whi le  the remainder of t h e  u n i t ,  almost  h a l f ,  

p r epa red  f o r  i t s  role of i n f a n t r y  defence of V i c t o r i a  by 

sending  o u t  p a t r o l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  lookout  p o s t s  and p r e p a r e  
de fence  works on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of the c i t y .  While a l l  of 

th i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  going on i n  Esquimalt  and V i c t o r i a ,  the 

a l a r m  would have been given i n  New Westminster  and Van- 

couver ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  m i l i t i a  t h e r e  t o  assemble i n  t h e i r  d r i l l  

h a l l s .  A f t e r  assembly, companies of the 6 t h  R i f l e s  would 

c o n c e n t r a t e  i n  Vancouver and c r o s s  t o  V i c t o r i a  a s  soon a s  

p o s s i b l e  on t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  Navigat ion Company steamer 

d i v e r t e d  from r e g u l a r  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  purpose.  On 



a r r i v a l ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  would make a s h o r t  march from the  

V i c t o r i a  harbour  wharf t o  t he  d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies S t ree t ,  

r e c e i v e  i t s  s m a l l  arms ammunition and then disperse to  

Macaulay P l a i n s ,  S i g n a l  H i l l  and a c r o s s  Esquimalt  harbour  t o  

Rodd H i l l  f o r  Colwood t e n t e d  camp. 

While t h e  t r o o p s  were assembling and moving t o  man the 
d e f e n c e s ,  the r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e ,  ordnance and medical person-  
n e l  of  t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  augmented by des igna t ed  c i v i l i a n s  
c a l l e d  t o  du ty  by the alarm, would beg in  t h e  very l a r g e  t a s k  

of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  f o r t r e s s  i n  accordance wi th  preplanned 

a r rangements .  T h e  Army S e r v i c e  Corps pe r sonne l  would a l l o t  

wagons and h o r s e s  f o r  t h e  very l a r g e  t a s k  of moving s tores ,  
equipment,  r a t i o n s  and f i e l d  guns. T h i s  t r a n s p o r t  w o u l d  

come from a pool  of c i v i l i a n  companies i n  V i c t o r i a ,  no t ab ly  

from t h e  V i c t o r i a  T ranspor t  Company yard where 40 wagons, 

t e a m s  and d r i v e r s  w e r e  t o  assemble a t  t h e  r i n g i n g  of t h e  
f i r e  b e l l e 9  

Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s  us ing  t h e  vaca ted  accommodation of t h e  

r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  t o  which s u p p l i e s ,  r a t i o n s ,  h o r s e s ,  fo rage ,  

c a r t s  and s t o r e s  would be brought  from t h e  V i c t o r i a  a r e a  
before be ing  d i s t r i b u t e d  as r e q u i r e d ,  o r  on a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  

t o  t h e  troops i n  t h e  defences .  The h o s p i t a l  i n  Work P o i n t  

b a r r a c k s ,  normally having accommodation f o r  on ly  twenty- five 

p a t i e n t s ,  would be expanded by us ing  marquees he ld  and is-  

sued by t h e  Army Ordnance Department f o r  t h e  purpose.  T h e  

expanded r e s e r v e  medical  h o s p i t a l  would be supp l i ed  wi th  
equipment and 600 f i e l d  d r e s s i n g s  from Ordnance. C i v i l i a n  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and n u r s e s  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  du ty  on t h e  a l a r m  

would be a s s igned  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  t o  o u t l y i n g  medical 

posts established f o r  the f i r s t  t r ea tmen t  of the s i c k  and 
c a s u a l t i e s  among the troops.1° 

An a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  depot  would be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

The sound a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  mobi l i sed  defences was 
a v i t a l  and an enormous t a s k  which r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on pre-  

p l ann ing .  A l a r g e  p a r t  of t he  1902 Defence Scheme document 



was devoted to tables of detail and organisation designed to 
ensure that every shovel, bale of hay, pound of meat, band- 
age, match, pencil, hammer and nail would be available when 
needed. Every item not held in reserve in stores was the 
subject of a requisition prepared and held on file by the 
garrison's service, ordnance and medical offices ready for 
immediate despatch on the order to mobilise the fortress. 
A l l  local businesses who would receive these requisitions 
were given advance notice of what was expected of them and 
their ability to supply personnel and material was regularly 
checked. The whole administrative plan was a task of im- 
mense detail where one small error or omission could have 
had enormous consequences for the efficiency of the de- 
fences. 

When the Defence Scheme was put into force, the en- 
trance to Esquimalt harbour would be mined. The Royal Navy 
would mark the channel through the minefield and establish 
booms, gates and gate vessels at its entrance. At the same 
time, the navy would introduce Harbour Traffic Regulations11 
to control all vessels entering and leaving Esquimalt 
harbour. 

Such control required close cooperation between the 
navy and the army. The Chief Boatswain of Esquimalt Naval 
Yard was appointed Chief Examination Officer of Shipping 
with authority to enforce the regulations. He acted in con- 
junction with the Fortress Commander with whom he was in 
constant close contact. Two civilian vessels would be 
requisitioned as examination steamers, crewed by pilots, 
officers and seamen from the harbour, and used to examine 
all vessels wishing to enter the harbour. The inner limit 
of the examination ground in the Royal Roads, where all 
vessels would be brought to for examination, was a line 
bearing 5.700 W from Black Rock Battery. Black Rock Battery 
was the supporting battery for the examination service and 



was i n  c o n s t a n t  communication w i t h  t h e  examination steamer 
by a system of agreed s i g n a l s ,  us ing  f l a g s ,  sound and l i g h t s  

a t  the s teamer  and b lack  b a l l  s i g n a l s  and l i g h t s  i n  t h e  h a l -  

y a r d s  a t  the suppor t ing  b a t t e r y  mast .  Any v e s s e l  approach- 
i n g  the ha rbour  which d i d  no t  obey t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  examin- 

a t i o n  v e s s e l  wou ld  be f i r e d  upon by t h e  suppor t ing  b a t t e r y ,  
a t  f irst  wi th  a warning s h o t  a c r o s s  t h e  b o w  t o  i n d i c a t e  she 

should  s t o p .  Any hos t i l e  v e s s e l ,  i n c l u d i n g  any v e s s e l  which 
d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t o  a f t e r  warning shots, would come under t h e  

f i r e  of the b a t t e r i e s  of the defences  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  F i r e  

Commander. 

When the mobilised m i l i t i a  reached t h e i r  ass igned  pos i-  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  defences  t h e r e  w a s  much work t o  be done be fo re  

a l l  w a s  cons idered  ready t o  m e e t  an a t t a c k .  Nowhere w a s  
t h i s  more t r u e  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  Colwood F i e l d  Force.12 

The first task of t h e  t r o o p s  assembling a t  Colwood 
crossroads, now t h e  Colwood I n n  j u n c t i o n ,  was t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

base camp f o r  the whole f o r c e .  T h e  detachment of t he  2 /44  

( F o r t r e s s )  Company R.E. of the r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  ass igned  t o  
the f o r c e  would beg in  t h e  work a s  soon a s  they  a r r i v e d ,  a 
few hour s  a f t e r  the alarm, marching up the t r a c k  from t h e  

Rodd H i l l  j e t t y  past  Lower and Upper B a t t e r i e s  and then  

a long  t h e  old Belmont Zoad t o  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s ,  fol lowed by a 

horse drawn t w o  wheeled c a r t  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r  t o o l s  and 
s t o r e s .  I n  the v i c i n i t y  of the c r o s s r o a d s ,  t hey  would mark 

o u t  and clear  the s i t e  of the camp, erect t h e i r  own t e n t s  

and t h e n  begin t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of l a t r i n e s ,  cookhouses and 
stores.  Some 24-48 hours  l a t e r , -  t hey  would be joined by t h e  

f i r s t  company of the 6 t h  R i f l e s  from Vancouver marching i n  

a long  the same r o u t e  from the Rodd H i l l  j e t t y .  
When the Colwood F i e l d  Force  w a s  assembled a t  the new 

camp, i t  w o u l d  immediately deploy t o  prepare de fens ive  p O S i -  

t i o n s ,  p o s t  s en t r i e s  and beg in  p a t r o l s  t o  p reven t  a s u r p r i s e  

land a t t a c k  on t h e  bat ter ies  a t  Rodd H i l l .  A p ique t  of one 



o f f i c e r  and 20 men would march the  two miles t o  Langford 

s t a t i o n  on t h e  Esquimalt-Nanaimo railway t o  e s t ab l i sh  a pos t  

t h e r e  which would warn of any enemy approach from Goldstream 

by road o r  r a i l .  The Goldstream t r e s t l e  bridge would be 
prepared fo r  demolition. Langford s t a t i o n  i t s e l f  was i m-  

po r t an t  a l s o  a s  the  de t ra in ing  po in t  fo r  reinforcements 

which might a r r i v e  by r a i l  from R u s s e l l ' s  s t a t i o n ,  now Vic- 

t o r i a  West, the  passenger terminus of Via Rai l .  Another 

p icquet  of the  same s i z e  would go t o  the  high ground i n  rear  

of t h e  Rodd H i l l  b a t t e r i e s ,  about the  area  of the present  

2 1 8  Belmont Road, t o  post  s e n t r i e s  and const ruct  a defens- 

i b l e  pos i t i on  there .  Work p a r t i e s  would leave the  main camp 
t o  bui ld  defens ible  pos ts  i n  Hatley Park, t o  be occupied i f  

the  enemy approached along the  lagoon shore, and on t h e  

Sooke road a t  a d e f i l e ,  today the  area  about Allandale Road 

junct ion,  t o  be occupied i f  an enemy advanced from Sooke. 

Up t o  one company of the  force with e igh t  sappers would be 

detached t o  e s t a b l i s h  a protected  camp on the  Albert  Head 

road, thought t o  be the  most l i k e l y  enemy approach route.  

This camp would be a t  what is  today t h e  North end of t h e  

g rave l  p i t  with an advanced breastwork fu r the r  along the  

road, today the  South end of the  gravel  p i t  on F a r h i l l  Road. 

A l l  of the  prepara t ions ,  the  p a t r o l s  and the  s e n t r i e s ,  

would be coordinated and con t ro l l ed  by the  Force Head- 

qua r t e r s  es tab l i shed  i n  the  Colwood crossroads camp. There, 

the  Commanding Off icer  was i n  communication with t h e  

Fo r t r e s s  Commander a t  Signal H i l l  and the  Field Force 

Commander on Macaulay Pla in  by telephone from Colwood Inn  o r  

by f l a g ,  lamp and messenger. There was a l s o  a f l ag ,  lamp 

and messenger l ink  through the  picquet  on the  high ground a t  

t h e  r e a r  of Rodd H i l l  t o  the  Bat tery  Commander of the 6-inch 

b a t t e r i e s  the re .  I f  an enemy a t t ack  occurred, the  Command- 
ing Of f i ce r  was expected t o  concentrate  the  Colwood force 



a t  one o r  more of t h e  prepared  works on t h e  r o u t e  of t h e  

a t t a c k ,  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  to t h e  F o r t r e s s  Commander 

and warning t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander a t  Rodd H i l l .  I f  neces-  

s a r y ,  the f o r c e  would be r e i n f o r c e d  by i n f a n t r y  and f i e l d  

a r t i l l e r y  from Macaulay P l a i n  rou ted  a c r o s s  Esquimalt  

harbour by boat t o  Rodd H i l l  j e t t y ,  or t o  Langford s t a t i o n  

by r a i l ,  on t h e  Fortress Commander's o r d e r .  

The f i x e d  defences  a t  Rodd H i l l ,  normal ly  q u i e t l y  main- 

t a i n e d  by an  o u t f o r t  detachment of a n  N . C . O .  and a handfu l  

of gunners of the Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  company, became a 
h i v e  of a c t i v i t y  when the f o r t r e s s  w a s  mobilised. Troops of 

the r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  and mobi l i sed  c i v i l i a n s  would be f e r -  

r i e d  a c r o s s  Esquimalt  harbour  t o  land a t  t h e  Rodd H i l l  

je t ty .13 Two o f f i c e r s  and 78  o t h e r  ranks  of the Royal 

G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  company would be q u a r t e r e d  i n  Casemate 

b a r r a c k s .  They were t o  man t h e  6-inch b a t t e r i e s  and t h e  

B a t t e r y  Commanders Pos t .  Another  o f f i c e r  and 36 o t h e r  ranks  

of t h e  company would be accommodated i n  two h u t s  and t e n t s  

beh ind  Belmont  Ba t t e ry .  They would man t h e  12-pdr. Q.F. 

guns of tha t  b a t t e r y .  48th ( S . M . )  Company Royal Engineers  

would send 6 men, i n c l u d i n g  a Foreman of Works Warrant Of f i-  

cer, t w o  engine d r i v e r s  and t h r e e  e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  t o  work t h e  

t w o  Defence E lec t r i c  L i g h t s ,  the Engine Room and the 

E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  D i r e c t i n g  S t a t i o n .  2/44 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company 

Royal Engineers  would send one N . C . O .  and 1 5  sappe r s  who 

were accommodated i n  t e n t s  and who came under t h e  command of 

t h e  6- inch B a t t e r y  Commander f o r  t h e  maintenance of t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  wate r  supply and s e r v i c e s  a t  Rodd H i l l .  A mobi- 

l i s e d  c i v i l i a n  doc to r ,  medical  a t t e n d a n t ,  e i g h t  s t r e t c h e r  

bearers and a horse drawn ambulance w i t h  c i v i l i a n  d r i v e r  
would a r r i v e  t o  set up a d r e s s i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Warrant 

O f f i c e r s  Q u a r t e r .  The Army S e r v i c e  Corps w o u l d  send a 
c i v i l i a n  storekeeper t o  t a k e  charge  of the canteen bu i ld-  

ing .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  would be f i l l e d  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  



a 1 4  day r e s e r v e  of r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Rodd H i l l  and Colwood 

t r o o p s  and would become the p o i n t  a t  which d a i l y  r a t i o n s ,  

r e c e i v e d  i n  bu lk  from Work Po in t  b a r r a c k s ,  would be broken 
down b e f o r e  i s s u e  t o  the t r o o p s .  There w o u l d  be other 

mob i l i s ed  c i v i l i a n s  wi th  t h e  t r o o p s ;  3 o f f i c e r ' s  s e r v a n t s ,  2 

cooks and 6 f a t i g u e  men w i t h  the gunners and ano the r  man who 
drove  the one horse water  cart  which d i s t r i b u t e d  water  from 

the r e s e r v o i r  o u t s i d e  Lower  B a t t e r y  g a t e .  

When t h e  p a r t y  of 2 of f icers  and 7 8  gunners of the 

Roya 1 Gar r i son  A r t  i 1 l e r y  reached Casemate ba r r acks ,  t h e y  

would q u i c k l y  se t t le  i n  and w i t h i n  a very short t i m e  would 

be marching aga in ,  i n  three groups t h i s  t i m e ,  to  ready t h e  
6- inch d i s a p p e a r i n g  guns for a c t i o n .  The largest  squad, 

commanded by a s u b a l t e r n ,  would go t o  Lower  B a t t e r y ,  a n o t h e r  

squad,  commanded by a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  would go t o  Upper 

B a t t e r y  and t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander and h i s  s m a l l  s taff  w o u l d  
go t o  the B a t t e r y  Commanders P o s t .  

A t  the p o s t  the s taf f  w o u l d  assemble and check the 

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  equipment, charts and maps t o  be used t o  con- 

t r o l  the f i r e  of the guns o f  Upper and Lower  Bat ter ies .  The 

Depress ion  Range F inder  would be p l aced  on i ts  p e d e s t a l  and 

o r i e n t e d  t o  the datum marker near  Bro the r s  I s l a n d .  D i a l  

c i r c u i t s  f o r  t r a n s m i t t i n g  ranges  and f i r e  orders to  the guns 

would be checked t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s i g n a l l i n g  lamps and f l a g s ,  
Range I n d i c a t o r  and C o r r e c t i o n  I n d i c a t o r  i f  these w e r e  i n  

u se .  The s t a f f  would o b t a i n  and record t h e  barometer and 
thermometer r ead ings ,  t i d e  s ta te  and l e v e l ,  and the muzzle 

v e l o c i t y  of each 6- inch gun f o r  the  ammunition i n  u s e ,  

r e g u l a r l y  up d a t i n g  t h i s  in fo rma t ion  so t h a t  i n i t i a l  cor-  

r e c t i o n s  for range could be r a p i d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  each gun 
group.  Such c o r r e c t i o n s  would be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  range of 

the t a r g e t  measured by t h e  Depress ion Range F inder  b e f o r e  
b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  the guns i n  any engagement. 



T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  of t h e  gunners i n  Upper and Lower 

B a t t e r i e s  w o u l d  be s i m i l a r . l 5  Some men would work on t h e  

ammunition i n  t he  underground magazine. Pro jec t i les  would 

be checked f o r  c l e a n l i n e s s  and gauged i f  necessary .  
C a r t r i d g e s  would be examined and type  and l o t  numbers  re-  

corded and passed t o  the B a t t e r y  Commanders Pos t .  The d a v i t  
and a l l  ammunition t o o l s  and stores w o u l d  be checked and 

p o s i t i o n e d .  Some s h e l l s ,  c a r t r i d g e s ,  fuzes  and f i r i n g  t u b e s  
would be d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  both b a t t e r i e s .  T h e  lamp men would 

p r e p a r e  and d i s t r i b u t e  lamps a s  necessary .  Other men w o u l d  
p r e p a r e  the guns themselves ,  checking and t e s t i n g  t h e  equip-  

ment i n c l u d i n g  breech and f i r i n g  mechanisms, e l e c t r i c  f i r i n g  

c i r c u i t s ,  s i g h t s ,  c y l i n d e r s ,  r a c e r s  and pumps. Gun stores 
and t o o l s  would be checked and p o s i t i o n e d ,  r e p o s i t o r y  s t o r e s  
would be drawn from t h e  shed i n  Lower  B a t t e r y  and p o s i t i o n e d  
a t  each emplacement. E l e c t r i c  d i a l  c i r c u i t s  would be 

checked t o  ensu re  communication wi th  t h e  B a t t e r y  Commanders 
Post. 

When the work was completed,  a s e r i e s  of r e p o r t s  and 
i n s p e c t i o n s  would fol low.  T h e  Gun Capta in  ( G C ) ,  a non- 

commissioned o f f i c e r ,  would r e p o r t  " ready t o  load" t o  h i s  

Gun Group Commander ( G G C ) ,  the s u b a l t e r n  i n  Lower  B a t t e r y  
and Warrant O f f i c e r  i n  Upper Ba t t e ry .  The GGC who w a s  
' I . .  . r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  the B . C .  [ B a t t e r y  Commander] t h a t  h i s  

group and a l l  d e t a i l s  and stores connected with  it w e r e  

e f f i c i e n t  and f i t  f o r  a c t i o n . . . a n d  f o r  t h e  qu ick ,  q u i e t  and 
e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  of h is  g u n ( s )  i n  a c t i o n , " 1 6  t h e n  thorough- 

l y  i n s p e c t e d  h i s  group. Afterward he would r e p o r t  "Ready 

f o r  Act ion" ,  or "Group Ready t o  Load" i f  t h e  o rde r  t o  load 

the guns had not  been g iven ,  t o  the B a t t e r y  Commander. I f  

t i m e  a l lowed,  the Bat tery  Commander would then  i n s p e c t  both  

bat ter ies  and, when s a t i s f i e d ,  s i g n a l  t h e  F i r e  Commander a t  

S i g n a l  H i l l  "Ready f o r  Act ion".  T h e  F i r e  Commander would 

r e p l y  "Cease F i r i n g "  and t h i s  o r d e r ,  passed on through t h e  



G G C s ,  would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  p o s t i n g  of lookouts  and e s s e n t i a l  

d e t a i l s  wh i l e  t h e  rest of t h e  men s tood  down, r e t u r n i n g  t o  
Casemate b a r r a c k s ,  ready to  take p o s t  a t  once when the alarm 

was sounded. 

There  were two main sou rces  of in format ion  which could 

c a u s e  t h e  a l a r m  t o  be g iven  and t h e  guns of Upper and Lower 

Bat te r ies  t o  be f u l l y  manned: t h e  F i r e  Commanders Pos t  a t  

S i g n a l  H i l l  or lookouts  i n  t h e  b a t t e r i e s  o r  t h e  B a t t e r y  Com- 

manders P o s t .  T h e  p o s t  a t  S i g n a l  H i l l  was t h e  most l i k e l y  

to  o r i g i n a t e  an alarm because it could r e c e i v e  reports o f  

enemy a c t i o n  from a wide range of sou rces  i nc lud ing  t h e  For- 

t r e s s  Lookout Pos t  a t  A l b e r t  Head, t h e  examination v e s s e l ,  

any b a t t e r y  of t h e  f i x e d  defences  and t h e  F o r t r e s s  Com- 

manders Pos t  i t s e l f ,  many of which were l i k e l y  t o  report t h e  

approach of an enemy f o r c e  before it would be seen by t h e  

lookouts a t  Rodd H i l l .  

A f t e r  an a larm had been g iven ,  the F i r e  Commander would 

assess the n a t u r e  of the t h r e a t ,  the type  and number of a t -  

t a c k i n g  s h i p s ,  and a l l o t  t h e  t a r g e t ( s )  t o  a b a t t e r y ( s )  which 

could  engage it t o  the g r e a t e s t  e f f e c t .  Although the maxi-  
mum range of t h e  6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns a t  Rodd H i l l  was 

10 ,000  ya rds ,  a long range engagement was expected t o  t a k e  

p l a c e  a t  3500-5000 y a r d s  and a medium range a t  1500-3000 

yards .17  Thus  an enemy c r u i s e r  a t  up t o  5000 yards  range 

would have been a most s u i t a b l e  t a r g e t  t o  be engaged by 

Upper and Lower B a t t e r y ,  Rodd h i l l ,  and the F i r e  Commanders 

P o s t  would have s i g n a l l e d  it t o  t h e  B a t t e r y  Commanders Pos t  

a t  Rodd H i l l  by l a m p  o r  f l a g  us ing  t w o  or t h r e e  code l e t t e r s  

which the B a t t e r y  Commander could q u i c k l y  dec ipher  t o  es-  

tabl i sh  t h e  g r i d  square  tha t  t h e  t a r g e t  w a s  i n  and the type  

of v e s s e l  it was. The o rde r  t o  engage would be acknowledged 

and f r o m  t h a t  moment t h e  whole conduct  of t he  engagement 

would be the B a t t e r y  Commander's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n t i l  it w a s  

concluded or a new t a r g e t  w a s  o rdered  by t h e  F i r e  Commander. 



I n  t h e  B a t t e r y  Commanders P o s t ,  t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander 
would o r d e r  the Depress ion Range F inder  t r a i n e d  on t h e  

t a r g e t  to  o b t a i n  i t s  range.  The o p e r a t o r  would  s t e a d i l y  

fo l low t h e  t a r g e t  w h i l e  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  would r e g u l a r l y  read 

and c a l l  o u t  the range on the range drum of the in s t rumen t .  

C o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  t i d e  and ammunition v a r i a t i o n s  would be 

a p p l i e d  and the corrected ranges  f o r  each b a t t e r y  w o u l d  be 

se t  mechanical ly  on d i a l s  i n  t h e  post.  The data on the 

d i a l s  w a s  e l e c t r i c a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  through underground c a b l e  

t o  the d i a l s  a t  each gun emplacement. O t h e r  o r d e r s  i d e n t i -  

f y i n g  the t a r g e t ,  the method of l a y i n g  the guns t o  be used,  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  of the t a r g e t ,  the range a t  which f i r e  w a s  t o  
be opened, the method of f i r e  and the o rde r  t o  open f i r e ,  

would be passed us ing  o t h e r  d ia ls  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  such as  
s i g n a l  lamp, f l a g ,  co lou r  code p l a t e s ,  code numbers on a 
board, range i n d i c a t o r  or c o r r e c t i o n  i n d i c a t o r .  

I n  both Upper and Lower  Bat ter ies  the B a t t e r y  Com- 

mander ' s  o r d e r s  would be e a g e r l y  awaited. The alarm would 

have  brought  the gunners running t o  the i r  p o s i t i o n s .  A 

short p e r i o d  of h e c t i c  a c t i v i t y  would fo l low when t h e  guns 

and ammunition w e r e  s p e e d i l y  prepared f o r  a c t i o n .  The re- 
port  "Ready for  Act ion"  would probably be followed by  
minutes  of  s i l e n c e  wi th  everyone ' s a t t e n t i o n  focussed on the  

Gun Group Commanders. 

Suddenly, o r d e r s  would be s i g n a l l e d  from the B a t t e r y  
Commanders Post g i v i n g  the t y p e  and l o c a t i o n  of the t a r g e t .  
T h e  Gun Group Commanders would o r d e r  t h e i r  s i g n a l l e r s  to  
acknowledge. The s i l e n c e  i n  t h e  -bat ter ies  w o u l d  be 

s h a t t e r e d  by the vo ice  of the Gun Group Commanders i n d i c a t -  

i n g  the t a r g e t  t o  the Gun Capta ins  and Gun Layers .  Men 
would s p r i n g  i n t o  a c t i v i t y  as the orders cont inued ,  d i rec t-  

i n g  the guns t o  be layed  con t inuous ly  on t h e  t a r g e t  and 
ammunition t o  be prepared and moved t o  the breech of each 

gun ready f o r  l oad ing .  I n  the pause b e f o r e  the n e x t  o r d e r s ,  



every man i n  both b a t t e r i e s  would  be conscious of the  close- 

ness of ac t ion  as the  guns slowly followed the  t a r g e t .  
A gunners voice would r i n g  out  from each d i a l  recess a t  

each gun emplacement, c a l l i n g  the  range showing on t h e  
d i a l .  Gun Group Commanders would hur r ied ly  consult  t h e i r  

book of t a b l e s  and c a l c u l a t e  the  group d i f fe rence  fo r  t h e i r  

own group, the  var iab le  d i f fe rence  i n  range between the  

range from the  Battery Commander's Pos t  t o  the  t a r g e t  show- 
ing on the  d i a l  and t h e  range from t h e  gun group t o  the  

t a r g e t .  The group d i f fe rence  would be applied t o  the  range 
read from the  d i a l .  The gun group range would be set on the  

range ind ica to r  v i s i b l e  t o  each gun layer ,  a 3 foot  diameter 

board resembling a clock face mounted on an ea se l .  

A s  the  range of the  t a r g e t  decreased t o  near t h a t  a t  
which f i r e  was t o  be opened, the  order t o  load would be 

given i n  each bat tery .18 On t h a t  order ,  a t  each gun, a pro- 

j e c t i l e  would be placed i n  the  b a r r e l  and rammed home, a 

c a r t r i d g e  loaded behind, a t u b e  inse r ted  i n  the  f i r i n g  
mechanism and the  breech closed. The order t o  "run up" 
would follow. Raising valves would be opened and t h e  
b a r r e l s  would r i s e  t o  the  f i r i n g  pos i t ion .  A t  the same 

t i m e ,  t he  l a s t  e leva t ion  ordered would be put on the  gun and 

t h e  Gun Captain would i n s e r t  the  plug t o  complete the  
e l e c t r i c a l  f i r i n g  c i r c u i t .  With the guns f u l l y  up, t h e  Gun 

Layers would complete t h e  laying of the  guns and repor t  
"ready". Normally, by t h i s  t i m e ,  t he  order  "Commence 

F i r ing"  would  have been given by Gun Group Commanders. A s  

soon a s  h i s  l ayer  reported "ready", each Gun Captain would 

f i r e  h i s  gun according t o  the  type of f i r e  ordered. - See 

below. 
As soon a s  each gun had f i r e d ,  the  b a r r e l  would s i n k  t o  

the  loading pos i t ion  and the  sequence of ac t ion i n  the  em- 
placements would be repeated with any f resh  oraers  being 

applied between rounds. An ac t ion  would end with the  order  



"Cease F i r i n g " ,  i n i t a l l y  given by t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander and 

o rde red  a t  each b a t t e r y  by t h e  Gun Group Commanders. 
I n  1 9 0 2 ,  any one of t h r e e  methods of l a y i n g  the guns i n  

Upper and L o w e r  B a t t e r i e s  might have been used.  The B a t t e r y  

Commander's o r d e r s  f o r  an engagement would have s p e c i f i e d  

which method by o r d e r i n g  s imply " C a s e . .  . ' I .  The t h r e e  

methods were:I9 

C a s e  I .  

C a s e  11. 

C a s e  111 

The t e l e s c o p e  or open s i g h t  on the gun 

se t  for d e f l e c t i o n  and e l e v a t i o n  and 

t h e n  the s i g h t  a lone used t o  t r a i n  t h e  

gun on the t a r g e t .  

The t e l e s c o p e  or open s i g h t  on t h e  gun 
w a s  s e t  f o r  d e f l e c t i o n  and used t o  

t r a i n  the gun on the t a r g e t  f o r  d i -  

r e c t i o n .  T h e  e l e v a t i o n  was set on t h e  

gradua ted  s c a l e  p l a t e  or ,  a l t e r n a t i v e -  

l y ,  by us ing  a c l i nome te r .  

The gun was po in t ed  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

given t o  t h e  gun us ing  the t r a v e r s i n g  

arc on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  emplacement. 

The e l e v a t i o n  w a s  set  on the gradua ted  
s c a l e  p l a t e  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  by us ing  

a c l i nome te r .  

In  bo th  C a s e  I and C a s e  11, t h e  Gun Layer would l ay  the gun 

c o n t i n u o u s l y  w h i l e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  manhole i n  t h e  overhead 

s h i e l d ,  o r  on t h e  rear s i g h t i n g  step. The po in t  of the 

t a r g e t  t o  be l a i d  on w a s  the b o w  w a t e r l i n e ,  un l e s s  o therwise  

o rde red .  C a s e  I o f f e r e d  the q u i c k e s t  method of l a y i n g  wi th  
the  whole o p e r a t i o n  completed by t h e  Gun Layer ,  bu t  was the 

m o s t  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  e r r o r .  C a s e  I1 w a s  s lower ,  involved t h e  



Gun Layer  and a gun number l a y i n g  f o r  e l e v a t i o n ,  w a s  t h e  

l e a s t  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  e r r o r ,  and was s lower  s t i l l  but  e x-  
t r eme ly  a c c u r a t e  when t h e  c l i nome te r  was u s e d .  Case I11 

o f f e r e d  t h e  l e a s t  accuracy i n  d i r e c t i o n .  Tne normal  method 

u s e d  was C a s e  I1 with t h e  e l e v a t i o n  coming from t h e  D e-  

p r e s s i o n  Range F inder  and be ing  set on t h e  gun gradua ted  
scale p l a t e  by t h e  number l a y i n g  f o r  e l e v a t i o n .  

The B a t t e r y  Commander, when o r d e r i n g  t h e  engagement of 

a t a r g e t ,  could d i r e c t  any one of f o u r  types  of f i r e  t o  be 

u s e d :  Deliberate f i r e  by s i n g l e  guns,  Sa lvo  F i r e  w i t h  a l l  
of t he  guns f i r i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  Sa lvo  f i re  with  an i n t e r v a l  
between guns, and Independent F i r e  w i t h  each gun f i r i n g  a s  

f a s t  a s  it could be loaded and layed .20  
target  a s  a s t a n d a r d  d r i l l  w a s  n o t  p r a c t i s e d .  Salvo F i r e  

w i t h  an i n t e r v a l ,  t o  a l low t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander and h i s  

s t a f f  t o  observe  t h e  s p l a s h  of each round, was normally u s e d  

t o  s t a r t  an engagement. C o r r e c t i o n s  t o  t r a i n i n g  and range 

w e r e  t hen  o rde red  f o r  each gun a s  necessary  b e f o r e  a second 
round w a s  f i r e d .  As soon a s  t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander w a s  

s a t i s f i e d  that  no c o r r e c t i o n s  w e r e  neces sa ry ,  he would 
normal ly  order a d i f f e r e n t  method of f i r e ,  u s u a l l y  "Inde- 

pendent  F i r e " ,  which w a s  the most r a p i d  r a t e  of f i r e  w i t h  
each gun f i r i n g  one round every  two minutes .  T h e  t y p e  of 

f i r e  o rde red  would con t inue  u n t i l  "Cease F i r i n g "  o r  ano the r  

t y p e  of f i r e  w a s  ordered. 

Ranging on t o  a 

I f  the t a r g e t  w a s  obscured by wea ther ,  smoke o r  dark-  

ness  the 6- inch guns could not  engage it w i t h  any accuracy.  
I t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  the p b s i t i o n  of the t a r g e t  and t o  
f i r e  t h e  guns a t  t h a t  p r e d i c t e d  p o i n t  u s ing  Case I11 method 

of l a y i n g ,  b u t  p r e d i c t i o n  c a l c u l a t i o n s  were p r i m i t i v e  and 
the method of l a y i n g  no t  the most a c c u r a t e .  P red ic t ed  f i r e  
amounted t o  l i t t l e  more than  a guess  w i t h  s l i g h t l y  r educed  

odds.  



I f  a t a r g e t  w a s  i l l u m i n a t e d  by a defence e l e c t r i c  

l i g h t ,  t hen  it could be engaged by Upper and Lower B a t t e r y .  

The procedures  used were t h e  same as t h o s e  f o r  a normal day- 

l i g h t  engagement. The very l i m i t e d  range of t h e  l i g h t s  i n  
1902 d i c t a t e d  that  any such engagement would have been  a t  
very  c l o s e  range,  w i t h i n  2000 ya rds ,  and probably f o r  a very 

s h o r t  t i m e ,  which, g iven t h e  s l o w  r a t e  of f i r e  of the gun, 

would have minimised the p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  

engagement. 
The type  of vessel  most l i k e l y  t o  be a t a r g e t  a t  under 

2000 y a r d s  range,  running i n  under cover  of the weather or 
darkness ,  w a s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be a c ru i se r ,  b u t  an o l d  v e s s e l  

t o  be s c u t t l e d  as a b locksh ip ,  a s m a l l  boat o r  boa t s  ben t  on 
a t t a c k i n g  the mine f i e ld  a t  the harbour  e n t r a n c e ,  or a t o r -  

pedo b o a t  o r  boats a t t empt ing  t o  e n t e r  t h e  harbour  t o  a t t a c k  

warsh ips  a t  the i r  moorings. The  s m a l l  boa t  o r  torpedo b o a t ,  

no more t h a n  150 f e e t  long,  unarmoured, f a s t  moving, w i t h  

l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  f e e t  of f r eeboa rd ,  running through sha l low 

water ,  w a s  an  almost imposs ib le  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  6- inch disap-  

p e a r i n g  gun. The best weapon to  d e a l  w i th  these v e s s e l s  was 

a Quick  F i r i n g  gun w i t h  a h igh  rate of f i r e ,  a l i g h t  b u t  
e f f e c t i v e  s h e l l ,  capable  of p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  s ide  of a f i r s t  

c l a s s  to rpedo  boat, a f l a t  t r a j e c t o r y  and an a c c u r a t e  s i g h t -  

i n g  arrangement .  I n  f a c t ,  the  12-pdr. Q.F.  gun. But such a 

gun could no t  be ope ra t ed  wi th  t h e  s a m e  t echniques  and pro- 
cedures  as t h o s e  used w i t h  a 6-inch b a t t e r y .  T h u s  t h e  role 
and o p e r a t i o n  of Belmont a a t t e r y  a t  Rodd H i l l  w a s  e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  and s e p a r a t e  from tha t - of  Upper and Lower B a t t e r-  

ies .  
W i t h  the Defence Scheme i n  f o r c e ,  the o f f i c e r  and 36 

o t h e r  ranks  of the Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  company ass igned  

t o  Belmont B a t t e r y ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  Rodd H i l l  j e t t y ,  would have 

marched s t r a i g h t  t o  the b a t t e r y  t o  occupy the two s m a l l  h u t s  

there and erect some t e n t s  f o r  e x t r a  accommodation. Perhaps 



a dozen men w o u l d  have been employed wi th  readying  t h e  camp 

wh i l e  t h e  rest w o u l d  have prepared  t h e  b a t t e r y  f o r  a c t i o n ,  
checking  and p r e p a r i n g  ammunition, drawing and checking gun 

s t o r e s ,  and checking t h e  two 12-pdr. Q.F. guns of the 

b a t t e r y  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e a b i l i t y  of t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  f i r i n g  

system, the mechanism of t h e  gun and the f u n c t i o n  of t h e  

a u t o- s i g h t  and o r d i n a r y  s i g h t s .  When t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  was 

f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  guns would have been ready t o  f i r e  wi th  about  
150  rounds of a m u n i t i o n  s t o r e d  ready i n  t h e  r e c e s s e s  

immediately b e l o w  each gun. The o f f i c e r  i n  charge,  known a s  
the Gun Group Commander, b u t  also r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  B a t t e r y  

Commander, w o u l d  thoroughly i n s p e c t  the  b a t t e r y  and a f t e r  
s a t i s f y i n g  h imse l f  t h a t  a l l  w a s  indeed ready f o r  a c t i o n ,  

would r e p o r t  t h e  b a t t e r y  ready t o  t h e  F i r e  Commander a t  

S i g n a l  H i l l  by s i g n a l  f l a g  o r  lamp. I f  no a t t a c k  w a s  
imminent, the b a t t e r y  w o u l d  be stood down except  f o r  d u t y  

detachments  i n  t h e  crew s h e l t e r  and lookouts  a t  each gun. 

The a u t o- s i g h t  w a s  a key element i n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

of t h e  gun. I t  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  need t o  c o n s t a n t l y  change t h e  
s e t t i n g  of the s i g h t s  as t h e  range of the t a r g e t  changed, an  

a lmos t  c o n s t a n t  need where the t a r g e t  w a s  f a s t  moving and 
t h e  du ty  of a Se t te r  working wi th  t h e  Gun Layer when t h e  

o r d i n a r y  gun s i g h t s  were i n  u s e .  The  au to- s igh t  mechani- 

c a l l y  so lved  a simple mathematical r e l a t i o n s h i p .  21 

r ecogn i sed  t ha t ,  g iven  a c e r t a i n  h e i g h t  of t h e  gun above sea  

l e v e l ,  every  h o r i z o n t a l  range t o  the t a r g e t  had a co r r e-  
sponding ang le  of s i g h t  or dep res s ion .  and wi th  every range 

t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a cor responding  quadran t  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  a n g l e  

t o  which the barrel  should he e l e v a t e d  f o r  the s h e l l  t o  
o b t a i n  the range.  The p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  a u t o  s i g h t  w a s  t o  
m a i n t a i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the ang le  of s i g h t  and t h e  

quad ran t- e leva t ion  so tha t  when the s i g h t  w a s  l a i d  on t h e  

water l i n e  of a t a r g e t  the gun had t h e  c o r r e c t  quadrant  e l e-  

v a t i o n  t o  h i t  t h e  t a r g e t .  The s i g h t  w a s  s e t  t o  a l low f o r  

I t  



the h e i g h t  of t h e  gun above mean sea  l e v e l  and  could be 

a d j u s t e d  us ing  a t i d e  l e v e r ,  s h i f t e d  i n  accordance wi th  

r e a d i n g s  on t h e  t i d e  gauge obse rvab le  from t h e  b a t t e r y .  

Thus wi th  t h e  au to- s igh t  se t  and i n  use ,  t h e  Layer could 

c o n t i n u o u s l y  l a y  on t h e  t a r g e t  us ing  the t e l e s c o p e  with  on ly  
minor ad jus tment  f o r  d e f l e c t i o n ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r  t i d e  

l e v e l ,  when necessary .  

Two o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  gun a r e  worthy of note :  I t  

was f i r e d  e l e c t r i c a l l y  by the Layer us ing  a p i s t o l  g r i p  and 

t h e  p r o j e c t i l e  and c a r t r i d g e ,  though s e p a r a t e ,  were loaded 
as one by one man and were l i g h t  enough- to ta l  weight per 

round of 14 1 / 2  pounds- for a r a p i d  l oad ing  r a t e  t o  be 

ach ieved .  

T h u s  t h e  12-pdr Q.F. gun could be layed con t inuous ly  

and a c c u r a t e l y  on the t a r g e t  u s ing  the a u t o  s i g h t  and could 

be f i r e d  by t h e  Layer a s  f a s t  as it could be loaded.  That  
w a s  f a s t  indeed.  A t r a i n e d  crew w a s  expected t o  be q u i t e  
capable  of f i r i n g  1 5  rounds per minute wi th  g r e a t  accuracy.  

The  winning company i n  the B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e  p r i z e  f i r i n g  i n  

1903 f i r e d  two series,  c a s u a l t i e s  be ing  made a t  each gun 

d u r i n g  each s e r i e s ,  w i t h  the fo l lowing  r e s u l t s . 2 2  

5 7  rounds from 2-12 p d r s .  Q.F. guns i n  2 1/4 m i -  

nu te s ,  and 5 6  h i t s  ob ta ined .  Average range of 800 

y a r d s ,  va ry ing  365 y a r d s  i n  t h e  run.  Average 

speed of t a r g e t ,  18 1 / 2  k n o t s .  

6 1  rounds from 2- 12 pd r s .  Q;F. guns i n  2 1 / 4  m i -  
n u t e s ,  and 5 6  h i t s  ob ta ined .  Average range 1 ,100  

y a r d s ,  va ry ing  6 2 5  ya rds  i n  the run.  Average 

speed of t a r g e t ,  20 k n o t s .  

Any h i t  on a to rpedo  boat of t h a t  p e r i o d  would have pene- 
t r a t e d  t h e  h u l l .  



Such an engagement would most l i k e l y  occur  i n  murky 

wea ther  o r  a t  n igh t  when t h e  a t t a c k i n g  b o a t s  would be il- 

luminated by t h e  s e a r c h i n g  Defence E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  or a s  they  

e n t e r e d  t h e  i l l u m i n a t e d  a r e a  a t  the e n t r a n c e  t o  Esquimalt  
ha rbour .  Hopeful ly ,  some warning would have been given t o  

t h e  B a t t e r y  Commander by the F i r e  Commander, b u t  it i s  q u i t e  
p robab le  t h a t  t h e  Battery Commander would have t o  act on the 

r e p o r t s  of h i s  lookouts  on t h e  guns and i n  accordance wi th  

the s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  he would have f o r  an engagement. 

When t h e  alarm w a s  g iven  a t  Belmont B a t t e r y ,  it wou ld  
b r i n g  men running from t h e  crew shelter t o  man t h e  guns and 

magazine and the B a t t e r y  Commander t o  a p o s i t i o n  of obser-  
v a t i o n  between the t w o  guns or on a windward f l ank .  T h e  two 

Gun Cap ta ins  would report " B o r e  c l e a r ,  ready t o  load" as 

soon as t h e y  were s a t i s f i e d  t h e i r  guns were ready with m u -  

n i t i o n  boxes open and rounds ready t o  load .  The t y p i c a l  
o r d e r s  from the B a t t e r y  Commander would then  have been:23 

"A Group Act ion" 
"A Group Shel l ,  l oad"  
"A Group. T i d e  l e v e r s .  One f o o t  rise. 

Def l ec t ion .  Two minutes ,  r i g h t .  

Indpendent F i r e .  'I 

T h e  Gun Cap ta ins ,  on these guns a l s o  the Layers ,  would order 

the i r  guns loaded and set  t h e  t i d e  l e v e r s  and d e f l e c t i o n .  

The N o .  2 on each gun would s i g n a l  t h e  gun loaded to  h i s  Gun 

Capta in  by t app ing  the l a t t e r ' s  r i g h t  shou lde r .  A s  soon a s  
the  B a t t e r y  Commander had p o i n t e d  o u t  the t a r g e t ,  the Gun 

Cap ta ins  would l a y  cont inuous ly  on it. When t h e  B a t t e r y  
Commander o rdered  "Commence F i r i n g "  t h e  guns w o u l d  be f i r e d  

a s  r a p i d l y  as p o s s i b l e  u n t i l  "Cease F i r i n g "  w a s  o rdered .  



T h e  p rocedure  would be r epea t ed  f o r  each t a r g e t  t o  be en- 

gaged. 
I f  e i t h e r  gun m i s f i r e d  or malfunct ioned the crew were 

expec ted  t o  t a k e  immediate a c t i o n  t o  remedy t h e  problem. 

Nany hour s  w e r e  spen t  p r a c t i s i n g  the d r i l l s  f o r  t h i s ,  s t r i p -  

p ing  and assembling t h e  mechanism. The fo l lowing  t imings  
for t h e  6-pdr. Q.F. gun g i v e  an i n d i c a t i o n  of the s t anda rd  
expec ted :  24 

Changing f i r i n g  hammer 1 7  seconds 
Dismounting the mechanism 3 5  seconds 

Assembling and mounting the 
mechanism 50 seconds 

Dismounting wedge 8 seconds 

A s s  e m b  1 i n g  wedge 10 seconds 

and th i s  i n  the dim l i g h t ,  n o i s e  and exci tement  of an en- 
gagement w i th  t h e  gun i n  a c t i o n .  

Independent  F i r e  w a s  the normal method of f i r e  f o r  B e l -  

mont B a t t e r y  guns t o  engage a t a r g e t ,  w i th  t h e  Layers on t h e  

t w o  guns working independent ly ,  observ ing  the i r  f i r e  and 

c o r r e c t i n g  d e f l e c t i o n ,  and the B a t t e r y  Commander g e n e r a l l y  

s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  and o r d e r i n g  f r e s h  targets.  There 

w e r e  two o t h e r  methods which could be used;  S i n g l e  gun and 

Group. S i n g l e  Gun w a s  on ly  used f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  pur- 
poses. G r o u p  F i r e  w a s  u s e d  a t  long ranges  o u t  t o  a maximum 
range  of 8000 y a r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  an a c c u r a t e  range f ind-  

i n g  in s t rumen t  such as a Depress ion Range F inder  w a s  a v a i l a -  

ble ,  o r  i f  the t a r g e t  w a s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s m a l l  one. A t  

Group F i r e ,  both guns w e r e  f i r ed  under the command of t h e  
B a t t e r y  Commander who w o u l d  also order any c o r r e c t i o n s  

neces sa ry .  
N o  ma t t e r  h o w  w e l l  t r a i n e d  the gunners of Belmont 

B a t t e r y  w e r e ,  they  and their  guns were u s e l e s s  a t  n i g h t  



u n l e s s  t h e  t a r g e t  was i l l u m i n a t e d .  I n  t h e  Defence Scheme of 

1902  t h e r e  were f o u r  Defence E l e c t r i c  L igh t s  a t  t he  e n t r a n c e  

t o  Esquimal t  harbour .  Three of t h e s e  were f i x e d  d ive rgen t  

beam l i g h t s  in tended  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  an a r e a  of water which 
inc luded  t h e  submarine mine f i e ld .  The f o u r t h  l i g h t  was a 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  moveable beam l i g h t  which could sea rch  the  

w a t e r  beyond t h e  i l l u m i n a t e d  a r e a  o u t  t o  a d i s t a n c e  of about 
2000 y a r d s .  I n  1902 the l i g h t s  w e r e  90 cm low c u r r e n t  

d e n s i t y  lamps of Siemens Schucker t  o r  C l a r k e  Chapman type  

mounted i n  temporary s h e l t e r s ,  t w o  a t  Duntze Head and t w o  on 

t h e  Rodd H i l l  f o r e sho re .  Two engine rooms supp l i ed  elec- 

t r i c i t y .  One of these, a t  t h e  nava l  ya rd ,  w a s  equipped w i t h  

t w o  Robey steam engines  and a Hornsby Ackroyd o i l  engine and 
the other, a t  Rodd H i l l ,  had two of t h e  l a t e s t  t ype  Hornsby 
Ackroyd o i l  eng ines .  

The o p e r a t i o n  and maintenance of t h e  l i g h t s  w a s  the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 48 (S.M. Company Royal Engineers ,  the 

u n i t  of the r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  which a l s o  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

€or t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and maintenance of the submarine mine- 

f i e l d .  *5 The l i g h t s  were o r i g i n a l l y  i n t ended  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  
enemy s h i p s  a t t empt ing  t o  e n t e r  the harbour so tha t  t h e  
o b s e r v a t i o n  mines could be exploded a t  t h e  r i g h t  moment t o  

a c h i e v e  maximum effect .  They were a l s o  t o  be used  to  il- 
lumina te  any a t t empt  by an enemy t o  l i f t  or n e t u r a l i s e  the 

mines so tha t  t h e  6-pdr. Q.F. guns i n  the emplacements a t  

Duntze Head could f i r e  upon such an a t t empt .  B u t  almost 

immediate ly  a f te r  t h e  l i g h t s  w e r e  a s s igned  t o  t h e  defences ,  

the new t h r e a t  posed by to rpedo  boats extended their r o l e .  
Torpedo b o a t s  w e r e  a new c l a s s  of nava l  v e s s e l  i n  the 

1890 I s ,  a la rming  nava l  a u t h o r i t i e s  throughout  the w o r l d  wi th  

t h e i r  promise of be ing  a b l e  t o  run i n  under the coastal 
f o r t s  a t  h i g h  speed and i n  shal low water t o  to rpedo  warships  

a t  t h e i r  moorings. The l i g h t s ,  as w e l l  a s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  

t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e  submarine miners ,  were now t o  i l l u m i n a t e  



. 

t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e  new bat ter ies  of 12- pdr.  Q.F.  guns charged 

w i t h  engaging to rpedo  b o a t s .  
The  Company Commander of 48 Company, the O f f i c e r  Com- 

manding Submarine Mining, commanded the  Defence E l e c t r i c  

L i g h t s  i n  1902 from the Submarine Mining T e s t  S t o r e  i n  t h e  

Naval Yard wh i l e  awa i t i ng  t h e  completion of a post a t  Duntze 

Head. The o p e r a t i o n a l  command of t h e  l i g h t s  was exe r t ed  by 

t h e  F o r t r e s s  Commander whose p o s t  a t  S i g n a l  H i l l  w a s  l i n k e d  

by t e l ephone  t o  the Mining T e s t  S tore .26  The  two l i g h t s  a t  
Duntze head and the i r  engine  room were l i n k e d  by t e l ephone  
t o  the Mining T e s t  S t o r e  also and orders could be passed by 

f l a g  o r  lamp from the Store t o  the E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  D i r e c t i n g  

S t a t i o n  i n  Upper Battery,  Rodd H i l l .  The D i r e c t i n g  S t a t i o n  

c o n t r o l l e d  No.s 1 and 2 l i g h t s  on t h e  Rodd Hill f o r e s h o r e ,  
N o .  1 b e i n g  the concen t r a t ed  search beam, and t h e i r  engine 

room. I n  1902 t h e  D i r e c t i n g  S t a t i o n  w a s  merely a p o s i t i o n  

on t h e  upper t e r r e p l e i n  of Upper Ba t t e ry .  A concrete post 
t o  house the pe r sonne l  and in s t rumen t s  w a s  no t  completed 
u n t i l  1903 when the f u l l  t e lephone  system l i n k i n g  a l l  
l i g h t s ,  eng ine  rooms, the D i r e c t i n g  S t a t i o n ,  and the O f f i c e r  

Commanding's p o s t  w a s  i n s t a l l e d .  Permanent p o s t s  f o r  t h e  

l i g h t s  were a l so  completed i n  1903. 

When the Defence Scheme of 1902 was i n  force, the s i x  
men s e n t  t o  Rodd H i l l  by  48 ( S M )  Company were r e s p o n s i b l e  

for  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and maintenance of the t w o  l i g h t s  there. 
On a r i v a l ,  the detachment would establish i t s  own camp and 
t h e n  se t  about  checking a l l  of the equipment and communi- 
c a t i o n s .  T h e  Hornsby Ackroyd engines  and g e n e r a t o r s  i n  t h e  

eng ine  room would be s t a r t e d  and bo th  l i g h t s  run. A t  t h e  
l i g h t s ,  each o p e r a t o r  would ensure  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  and focus  

of the lamps, t h e  easy movement of s h u t t e r s  and t h e  presence  
of s p a r e  carbons and t h e  necessary  tools and o t h e r  s p a r e  

par ts .  T h e  d i r e c t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  of N o .  2 l i g h t ,  a f i x e d  d i-  

ve rgen t  b e a m  l i g h t ,  would be checked and N o .  1 l i g h t  would 



be traversed throughout its operational search arc. At the 
Directing Station the Warrant Officer commanding the detach- 
ment and his assistant would set up and check the remote 
control for No. 1 light. As all checks and tests on all of 
the equipment were completed, reports would be sent to the 
Officer Commanding Submarine Mining. If all of this work 
was completed during daylight the detachment would then be 
stood down and the equipment closed down until shortly 
before dark. 

The lights were operated at night in accordance with 
standing orders or orders issued from the Fortress Com- 
mander's Post at Signal Hill. Normally, the lights would be 
turned on just before dark and would remain on all night.27 
If a light malfunctioned or there was need to change 
carbons, a periodic necessity, every effort would be made to 
have the light out of action for the shortest time. When an 
enemy vessel was picked up by No. 1 light, that light would 
remain on it while the Q.F. batteries engaged it, only 
shifting away to resume searching or to illuminate another 
vessel when the engagement was completed or when the vessel 
moved into the illuminated area. Standing Orders prescribed 
how No. 1 light would be used when several enemy vessels 
were attacking together. Usually, the leading vessel would 
be illuminated by No. 1 light and engaged by one battery 
with other batteries engaging other targets as they in turn 
were illuminated and passed to the illuminated area. Any 
technical adjustment of the four lights for focus or ele- 
vation, the tactical reassignment of No. 1 light to tempo- 
rarily fill any gap in the illuminated area caused by a 
fixed light being out, and the direct control of No. 1 light 
were all the responsibility of the Searchlight Director, the 
Warrant Officer in charge of the Searchlight Director's Post 
in Upper Battery, Rodd Hill. 



The f i r s t  real t e s t  of  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  Defence 
Scheme o f  1902 w i t h  r egard  t o  the o p e r a t i o n  of the Defence 

E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s  and the Q.F.  b a t t e r i e s  occur red  on 1 5 ,  16 
June  1903. By t h e n ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  te lephone  system was i n  

o p e r a t i o n  and the l i g h t s  were i n  permanent emplacements. 
For t w o  n i g h t s  Royal Navy to rpedo  b o a t s  Nos 39 and 40 and 

s e v e r a l  steam launches  from o t h e r  warsh ips  a t tempted  t o  g e t  
i n t o  the ha rbour  du r ing  the hours  of darkness  i n  a series o f  

a t t a c k s  mounted by s i n g l e  boats and the whole f l o t i l l a  i n  
v a r i o u s  fo rma t ions .  Both n i g h t s  w e r e  dark wi th  no moon and 
some r a i n .  A s q u a l l  which t h r e a t e n e d  t o  swamp the launches  

fo rced  postponement of  the e x e r c i s e  on the f i r s t  n i g h t  a f t e r  

t w o  a t t a c k s .  Four a t t a c k s  were launched du r ing  the second 
n i g h t .  The c h i e f  umpire f o r  the e x e r c i s e ,  Commander W . S .  

bowman R. N . ,  reported : 

W e  [ t h e  umpires] are of the op in ion  tha t  the on ly  

s u c c e s s f u l  a t t a c k s  were those by No:  39 Torpedo 
boat i n  t h e  second a t t empt  on the n i g h t  of the 

1 5 t h  and by t h e  same boat aga in  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  
a t t e m p t  on the n i g h t  of  t h e  1 6 t h .  

On t h e  f irst  of these occas ions  the boa t  w a s  
favoured t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  by t h e  search l i g h t  

on t h e  Western s ide  of  the  Harbour having gone o u t  

f o r  h a l f  a minute,  and on the second occas ion  by 
t h e  guns i n  Belmont B a t t e r y  n o t  hav ing  f i r e d  on 
her  a s  t h e y  s a w  h e r  j u s t  too l a t e  t o  t r a i n  the i r  
guns on h e r . 2 8  

Lieutenant- Colonel  A. Grant R.E. t h e  F o r t r e s s  Commander com- 
mented: 

The l a t t e r  [ N o .  11 is a ve ry  powerful  and 

e f f e c t i v e  l i g h t  and appears t o  have given much 

t r o u b l e  t o  the a t t a c k i n g  b o a t s .  Much however must 



depend on i t s  s k i l l f u l  employment by t h e  E lec t r ic  
L i g h t  D i r e c t o r  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  movements of 

h o s t i l e  torpedo 'mats and i n  warning t h e  Q . F .  gun 

detachments of t h e i r  approach.  29 

Cap ta in  R . J .  Macdonald R .G .A . ,  r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  wrote:  

. . . . t h e  t a r g e t s  w e r e  c l e a r l y  seen i n  the i l l u m i -  
na ted  area, and w e r e  e a s i l y  picked up and fol lowed 
by t h e  Gun Layers .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of f i r e  w a s  cor- 
rect on each occasion:  N o .  1 gun f i r i n g  on t h e  

l e a d i n g  boa t  of each a t t a c k ,  w h i l e  N o .  2 gun f i r e d  
on t h e  second boa t  t o  appear  i n  t he  i l l u m i n a t e d  

a r e a .  

2. The communications and t e l ephones  worked very  

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  a l l  messages d i spa t ched  t o  and 
from t h e  F.C. [ F i r e  Commander] be ing  c o r r e c t l y  

t r a n s m i t t e d  and r e p l i e d  t o .  The want  of a 

" g e n e r a l  alarm c i r c u i t "  d i s t i n c t  from any of t h e  

F . C .  or o t h e r  l i n e s  w a s  much f e l t  and I would 
s t r o n g l y  urge the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of such a c i r c u i t .  

3 .  The s e a r c h l i g h t s  appeared on t h e  whole sat is-  
f a c t o r y  .... 30 

While Capta in  B.W. Bowdler, R . E . ,  D i r e c t o r  of S u b m a r i n e  
Mining Esquimal t ,  commented: 

1. The l i g h t s  r an  very s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  on the 

w h o l e ,  a short breakdown on the Engines a t  Rodd 

H i l l  be ing  the on ly  mishap .... 
2 .  T h e  w a t e r  supply a t  Rodd H i l l  was not  s u f-  

f i c i e n t  and t h e  Engines could not  be run a t  their 



r e g u l a r  speed.  T h i s  w i l l  be remedied when t h e  new 

water  supply is  i n s t a l l e d . . . .  

3. T h e  O.C.S.M.'s p o s t  was used f o r  the f i r s t  

t i m e  and is  of g r e a t  advantage . .  . . 
5 .  I c o n s i d e r  t h a t  the E lec t r i c  L i g h t  Director 
should  be i n  communication w i t h  t h e  Q.F. Bat ter ies  

t o  g i v e  them e a r l y  i n t i m a t i o n  of t h e  approach of 

h o s t i l e  v e s s e l s ,  which he  is i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  

t o  observe .  

6. The S.M. Telephone system w a s  t e s t e d  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e  and w a s  very s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Orders  

could be t r a n s m i t t e d  a t  once from t h e  O.C.S.M.'s 

P o s t  t o  t h e  L i g h t s ,  Engine Rooms, Observing 
S t a t i o n  S.M. and S.M. Estab l i shment .  31 

There w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i x e d  l i g h t s  
i l l u m i n a t e d  Scroggs Rocks a t  the e n t r a n c e  t o  the harbour  

making it e a s i e r  f o r  a t t a c k i n g  boats t o  avoid  t h a t  navi-  

g a t i o n a l  haza rd ,  and s o m e  sugges t ion  of reducing the i l l u m i -  

na ted  area t o  avoid t h i s ,  b u t  when t h e  f u l l  report on t h e  

e x e r c i s e  reached the War O f f i c e  i n  London t h e  Adjutant-  

General  t o  t h e  Forces  wrote:  

2. The Commander-in-Chief i s  of the op in ion  t h a t  

the p r e s e n t  arrangement of E l e c t r i c  L i g h t s  meets 
a l l  requ i rements .  I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  tha t  N o .  4 

beam b e a r s  on Scroggs Rocks when uncovered: b u t  it 

cannot  be avoided u n l e s s  the i l l u m i n a t e d  a r e a  i s  

reduced,  which is  t o  be d e p r e ~ a t e d . ~ ~  

N o  one w a s  dismayed by the success  of Torpedo boat 39 i n  

t w i c e  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  l i g h t  and Q.F .  gun defences  success-  
f u l l y  f o r  had the whole Defence Scheme been  i n  f o r c e  she 

would then  have had t o  run through t h e  mine f i e ld  s a f e l y  



b e f o r e  be ing  a b l e  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  warsh ips  i n  t h e  harbour .  

T h e  thorough t r i a l  o f  Q.F .  guns and s e a r c h l i g h t s  i n  
t h e i r  a n t i- t o r p e d o  boa t  r o l e ,  wi th  t h e  new m i l i t a r y  t e l e -  

phone system, on t h e  n i g h t s  o f  1 5 ,  16 June  1903 was of con- 

s i d e r a b l e  importance,  b u t  it w a s  not  t h e  on ly  occas ion  when 

t h e  Defence Scheme w a s  t e s t e d  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  1900-1906. 
Each y e a r ,  except  1902,  almost every a s p e c t  of t h e  scheme 

w a s  t r i e d  i n  t h e  course  of t h e  annual  t r a i n i n g  season.  AS 

w e l l  as n i g h t  exercises t o  t e s t  t h e  an t i- to rpedo  boat de- 

fence ,  there were annual  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  both the  r e g u l a r  and 
m i l i t i a  u n i t s  d u r i n g  which t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and Maxim machine 

guns were f i r e d  a t  t a r g e t s  a t  s e a ,  both f i x e d  and moving, t o  

t e s t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a b i l i t y  of  the gunners.  An annual  mbi- 

l i s a t i o n  of the F o r t r e s s  w a s  ordered, spread  over  t w o  o r  
three days ,  t o  practice t h e  manning of the F o r t r e s s  and i t s  
land  defence .  

Annual f i r i n g  practice w i t h  t h e  armament u s u a l l y  occu- 

p i e d  two days a t  the end of an e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d .  

T h e  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  and the m i l i t i a  p r a c t i s e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

The Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  company u s u a l l y  used  the guns 
a t  Rodd H i l l ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h o s e  a t  Macaulay P o i n t ,  and in-  

v i t e d  the m i l i t i a  t o  watch. The r e g u l a r  gunners normally 
f i r e d  a t e n  minute series wi th  each gun crew from t h e  6- inch 

d i s a p p e a r i n g  guns on each of t w o  consecu t ive  days,  and, on a 

d i f f e r e n t  day, f i r e d  a s imi la r  series w i t h  the 12-pdr. Q.F. 

gun and u s e d  t h e  Maxim machine guns. The m i l i t i a  f i r e d  t h e  

6- inch d i s a p p e a r i n g  guns a t  Macaulay P o i n t ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  they 

w e r e  t o  man i n  w a r ,  under the s u p e r v i s i o n  of Royal Gar r i son  
A r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r s .  N o s .  1 and 2 Companies of 5 t h  B.C. 

Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  t h e  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns ,  

the guns they  were t o  u s e  i n  war, a t  T r i a l  I s l a n d  i n  1901 

and 1902,  and from the l e v e l  area i n  f r o n t  of t h e  6- inch 
b a t t e r y  a t  Macaulay p o i n t  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  yea r s .  Both the 

6- inch and 13-pdr. m i l i t i a  p r a c t i c e s  u s u a l l y  occurred a t  t h e  



the  annua l  summer camp a t  Macaulay. I n  1901, t h e  f i r s t  

s r i e s  from t h e  6- inch guns w e r e  f i r e d  a t  a r a t e  o f  8 rounds 
from 3 guns i n  10 minutes .  The r a t e  i nc reased  i n  t h e  second 

s e r i e s  t o  11 rounds i n  the same t i m e .  N o  h i t s  were scored 

b u t  a l l  rounds were judged t o  have been c lo se .33  In  1904, 

t h e  m i l i t i a  o b t a i n e d  10 h i t s  p e r  1 6  rounds f i r e d , 3 4  a con- 

s i d e r a b l e  improvement i n  s k i l l ,  b u t  s t i l l  below t h e  s t anda rd  

of t h e  r e g u l a r  gunners who were o b t a i n i n g  a h i g h e r  per-  

cen tage  of h i t s  and were r epo r t ed  t o  ach ieve  “ . . . o n  t h e  

average  from 7 t o  8 rounds w i t h  each gun du r ing  t h e  1 0  m i -  

n u t e s .  “ 3 5  

The annual  mobi l i sa t ion  of the F o r t r e s s  w a s  t h e  c l imax 

o f  the t r a i n i n g  season .  I n  1900 and 1901, it occurred i n  
September a s  a s e p a r a t e  exercise. T h e r e a f t e r ,  it took p l a c e  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two days of 5 t h  B.C. R e g i m e n t ‘ s  annual  camp 

a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  On each occas ion ,  except  i n  1905, t h e  

m o b i l i s a t i o n  inc luded  an e x e r c i s e  t o  t e s t  the land defence 

of F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  I n  accordance wi th  t h e  Defence Scheme, 

6 t h  R i f l e s  would deploy a force of some 300 men i n  t h e  C o l -  

wood area t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f i x e d  armament a t  Rodd H i l l  from a n  
enemy land a t t a c k .  In  1900, the enemy were r ep re sen ted  by A 

Company of 3rd B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment t hen  

s t a t i o n e d  i n  Esquimalt36 and a year  l a te r  by a Royal Navy 

f o r c e  of s a i l o r s  and marines .  I n  1901, t h e  Royal Navy 
landed a second f o r c e  a t  A lbe r t  Head behind t h e  main body of 

t h e  a t t a c k .  It  moved i n l a n d  along t h e  Happy Val ley Road t o  

o u t f l a n k  t h e  defence, used t h e  d a i l y  t r a i n  to  Parsons  

Bridge,  from t h e r e  used t h e  s t e r n  wheeler  Water L i l y  t o  land 

nea r  Rodd H i l l  j e t t y ,  and f i n a l l y  occupied t h e  Rodd H i l l  

b a t t e r i e s ,  sending a succes s  s i g n a l  t o  t h e  enemy naval  com- 

mander who then demanded a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  ransom of the 

Mayor o f  V i c t o r i a  w i t h  the a l t e r n a t i v e  of a nava l  bombard- 

ment t o  d e s t r o y  the c i t y .  The exercise w a s  f u l l y  r epo r t ed  

i n  the l o c a l  press wi th  a d e t a i l e d  ske t ch  map37 and it i s  



s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  when the  6th Ri f les  deployed i n  the  follow- 

ing years  t h e  1902 Defence Scheme plan was c lose ly  adhered 

t o  w i t h  no more chance of such an enemy su rp r i s e  and com- 

p l e t e  success.  I n  1904, t h e  6th Ri f les  were given the  
opportunity t o  play the  ro l e  of enemy while 5th B.C.  Regi- 

ment provided the  in fan t ry  and f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  defence based 

on Colwood. The n e x t  year ,  the  6 th  Ri f les  camped i n  the  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  exh ib i t ion  grounds between Victor ia  and Oak Bay 

and 5th  B.C.  Regiment, with a Royal Engineer company, turned 

o u t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a defensive l i n e  ea s t  of the  c i t y ,  hinging 

on Beacon H i l l .  The subsequent advance pushed the  enemy, 

t h e  6th Ri f les ,  back t o  t h e i r  supposed landing place  a t  Oak 

Bay. 38 Each year ,  a f t e r  the  d a y ' s  i n f an t ry  b a t t l e  had 

ended, t h e r e  was a night  exerc ise  during which a vessel  o r  

ve s se l s  would attempt t o  pass the  Q.F.  guns and sea rch l igh t s  
t o  e n t e r  Esquimalt harbour. After  every p r a c t i c e  

mobi l i sa t ion  the  chief umpire would  c i r c u l a t e  a wr i t t en  
c r t i c i sm.  Mistakes were no t  repeated and with each p rac t i ce  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men involved grew more fami l ia r  with the 
ground over which any enemy might come i n  war, more s k i l l f u l  

i n  the  t a c t i c a l  deployment of t h e i r  commands and more 
p rac t i ced  i n  a l l  aspects  of t h e  Defence Scheme. 

I t  can be appreciated t h a t  the  1902 Esquimalt Defence 
Scheme w a s  a p r a c t i c a l  and pract iced exerc i se  for  the de- 

fence of Esquimalt and Vic to r ia .  The v i t a l  p a r t  of the  

scheme, upon which a l l  e l s e  hinged, was the  use of f ixed 

b a t t e r i e s  of coast  a r t i l l e r y  t o  p ro t ec t  Esquimalt harbour 
from a t t ack  by an enemy naval foirce, e i t h e r  bombarding 

c r u i s e r s  or  torpedo boats  seeking t o  en t e r  the  harbour. 

These b a t t e r i e s  of  6-inch disappearing and 12-pdr. Q.F. 
guns, together  with the  submarine minefield a t  the  harbour 

mouth, were l a rge ly  manned by the regulars  of the  B r i t i s h  

ga r r i son .  The m i l i t i a  gunners of Vic to r ia  manned Macaulay 

Point Battery.  A la rge  f i e l d  force  of regular  and m i l i t i a  



t r o o p s  of a l l  arms deployed under the same command t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e  f i x e d  defences  from a t t a c k  by enemy l and ing  

p a r t i e s .  All a s p e c t s  of the scheme were p r a c t i c e d  annua l ly  

u n t i l  t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  withdrew from Esquimalt  i n  1906. 

While t h e  scheme w a s  not  t e s t e d  by an enemy attack dur ing 

these y e a r s ,  the reheasal and l i v e  f i r i n g  r e p o r t s  g ive  every  
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  defences  would  have been q u i t e  capable  
of r e p e l l i n g  an enemy nava l  a t t a c k  of t h e  s c a l e  expected.  



/oo 

The Militia 

The local militia had always played an important role in the 
plans for the defence of Esquimalt and Victoria from attack 
from the sea. From the time of the first British-Canadian 
agreement for the provision of permanent coast defences, the 
militia artillery units in Victoria and Vancouver had been 
assigned to manning the works and batteries alongside the 
British regular garrison. By the time of the second 
British-Canadian agreement, signed in May 1899 to be ef- 
fective on 30 September 1899, the militia gunner authorised 
strength was 610 all ranks and that of the British garrison 
was about 100. The new agreement provided for an enlarged 
regular garrison of 322 all ranks and called for the re- 
organization of the militia element to undertake the duties 
of gunners, submarine miners and infantrymen. It was hoped 
that by the end of the ten year term of the agreement Canada 
would be able to take over the defences completely, provid- 
ing both regular and militia elements of the garrison and 
maintaining all to an excellent standard. Thus the charter 
for the local militia for the period beginhing in May 1899 
was to reorganize and train over a wider range of responsi- 
bility than ever before to improved standards of efficien- 
cy. Almost as soon as a start was made to give practical 
effect to the charter, the militia became involved with the 
South African War. But the involvement was never so great 
as to completely divert attention from the major commitment 
to the defence of Esquimalt and Victoria. 



The reorganization of the militia artillerymen of 
Victoria, Vancouver and New Westminster was authorized in 
Militia General Orders on 26 July 1899. The 5th B.C. Regi- 
ment Canadian Artillery with two battalions, one in Victoria 
and one on the lower mainland, which had existed since 1896 
and had proved difficult to administer and command from 
Victoria, was dismembered. The battalion in Vancouver and 
New Westminster, 2 Battalion, was converted to an infantry 
battalion with the title of 6th Battalion of Rifles. It 
would be given the role of landward defence of the fortifi- 
cations agains enemy landing parties in the Esquimalt 
Defence Scheme The battalion would receive a new title in 
May 1900: 6th Regiment The Duke of Connaught's Own Rifles. 
In Victoria, 1 Battalion and Regimental Headquarters became 
the new 5th B.C. Regiment Canadian Artillery. The three 
companies of 1 battalion were reformed as six smaller compa- 
nies with 1 and 2 Companies assigned to the field artillery 
of the Esquimalt Defence Scheme, 5 Company to be formed from 
volunteers from the. other companies for submarine mining 
duties and 3 ,  4 and 6 Companies assigned to the 6-inch 
disappearing guns of Macaulay Point Battery. 

Reorganization in the Menzies Street drill hall in 
Victoria did not get under way until the beginning of the 
new training season in October. Lieutenant-Colonel E.G. 
Prior, who had served in the 5th since 1884 and had com- 
manded since 1888, retired. Lieutenant-Colonel F.B. 
Gregory, the former commanding officer of 1 Battalion, a 
barrister and later one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
of British Columbia, was given command of the new 5th B.C. 
Regiment Canadian Artillery. Two Regimental Orders on 7 and 
22 November 1899 contained detailed instructions for the 
completion of the reorganization of the companies of the 
regiment. Normally, such a reorganization would have been 



completed i n  much less t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  had been 
s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  i n  October. 

Throughout t h e  summer t h e r e  had been s p e c u l a t i o n  tha t  a 

Canadian f o r c e  would be s e n t  t o  the w a r  i n  South A f r i c a .  On 
1 4  October, the s p e c u l a t i o n  became f a c t  when a M i l i t i a  

General  Order  w a s  pub l i shed  announcing t h a t  the Governor 

General  i n  Council  had approved the despa tch  of Canadian 

v o l u n t e e r s  for a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n  South Af r i ca  i n  a u n i t  o f  

e i g h t  companies of  i n f a n t r y  t o t a l l i n g  1 ,000  a l l  r anks .1  

Volunteers  would be accepted between the ages  of 2 2  and 40 
p r o v i d i n g  t h e y  were over  5 ' 6 "  t a l l  and had a c h e s t  measure- 

ment g r e a t e r  t h a n  34 inches .  They would s e r v e  f o r  s i x  
months, subsequen t ly  extended t o  one y e a r ,  and would be pa id  

a t  s t a n d a r d  permanent m i l i t i a  rates except while i n  South 

A f r i c a  where the B r i t i s h  army rate  would apply .  The d e t a i l s  

w e r e  posted on t h e  n o t i c e  board i n  the d r i l l  h a l l  i n  Menzies 
S t r e e t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  a Regimental Order c a l l i n g  

f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  who wished ' I . .  . t o  e n l i s t  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  the 

Transvaa l"2  t o  parade a t  the D r i l l  H a l l  on 20 October. 

There were more v o l u n t e e r s  t o  s e r v e  Queen and E m p i r e  

t h a n  w e r e  needed. Even tua l ly ,  one o f f i c e r ,  Captain  M.G. 

Blanchard,  the r eg imen t ' s  a d j u t a n t ,  a bachelor and a v e t e r i -  

n a r y  surgeon by p r o f e s s i o n ,  was selected t o g e t h e r  wi th  25 

other r anks .  Over three days ,  20-22 October 1899, t h e  

detachment w a s  reequipped w i t h  the best r i f l e s ,  equipment 

and c l o t h i n g  the u n i t  could muster .3 A t  9 p.m. on 22 O c-  

tober, t h e y  paraded a t  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e .  

Led by the r e g i m e n t ' s  band and escorted by t h e  remainder of 
t h e  reg iment ,  the detachment marched t o  the wharf i n  

V i c t o r i a  ha rbour  t o  embark on the n i g h t  steamer t o  Van- 
couver .  They w e r e  g iven an e n t h u s i a s t i c  send off by t h e  

c i t i z e n s  o f  V i c t o r i a  who had raised a p u r s e  of $ 2 , 0 0 0  f o r  
the i r  w e l f a r e  en r o u t e  t o  the Transvaa l .  



I n  Vancouver, t h e  detachment jo ined o t h e r  vo lun tee r s  

from Vancouver, New Westminster  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  of B r i t i s h  

Columbia a t  t h e  o ld  m i l i t i a  d r i l l  shed on Pender S t r e e t  

West, where t h e  Yukon F i e l d  Force had assembled b e f o r e  

d e p a r t u r e  i n  1898. A few hours  l a t e r ,  on 23 October ,  t h e  

whole group o f  50 o t h e r  ranks commanded by Capta in  Blanchard 
boarded t h e  t r a i n  f o r  t h e  journey E a s t  a s  h a l f  of A Company 

2nd ( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n ,  Royal Canadian Regiment. 

I n  Winnipeg, t hey  w e r e  jo ined by t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  of t h e  com- 

pany, formed of v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  p r a i r i e s ,  be fo re  t r a v e l -  

l i n g  on t o  assemble i n  Quebec w i t h  companies r a i s e d  i n  o t h e r  

p a r t s  of Canada a s  t h e  2nd B a t t a l i o n .  

barked  i n  Capetown on 30 November 1899.4 

The B a t t a l i o n  disem- 

Three months l a te r ,  on 18 February 1900, the new bat- 

t a l i o n  fought  i t s  f i r s t  major a c t i o n  a t  Paardeberg on the 

Modder River  a s  p a r t  o f  19 Brigade under B r i g a d i e r  Smith- 

Dorr ien .  B a t t l e  w a s  jo ined a f t e r  a week of marching on h a l f  

r a t i o n s  and a f i n a l  march which began a t  5 p . m .  t h e  p rev ious  

a f t e r n o o n .  Wading c h e s t  deep a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

morning, by 3 : 3 0  p.m. on t h e  18 th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was i n  an  

extended l i n e  on the r i g h t  of  the b r i g a d e  f r o n t  about a m i l e  

and a h a l f  from the l i n e s  of wagons and t r e n c h e s  of C r o n j e ' s  
Boers, c l o s e  enough t o  hea r  t h e  f e a r f u l  sound of Mauser 

magazine r i f l e  f i r e .  A t  5:15 p.m., when t h e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  

on t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  Canadians a t t a c k e d ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ro se  

t o  i t s  f e e t  and rushed forward wi thou t  w a i t i n g  f o r  o r d e r s  

from the Brigade Comander .5  The a t t a c k s ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r s  

of t h a t  day and t h r e e  subsequent - days,  f a i l e d .  Neverthe-  
less,  the a c t i o n  w a s  counted a v i c t o r y  a s  Cronje and some 

4000 Boers d i d  s u r r e n d e r .  The Canadian b a t t a l i o n  pa id  
d e a r l y  w i t h  t h i r t y  men k i l l e d  and s ix ty- n ine  wounded i n  the 

b a t t l e .  Four former m e m b e r s  of t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners of 

V i c t o r i a  were among t h e  dead, among them Sergeant  W . I .  

S c o t t ,  a c e l e b r a t e d  l o c a l  oarsman.6 Their s a c r i f i c e  and 



t h a t  of Capta in  Blanchard,  who d i ed  of wounds rece ived  i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  minor a c t i o n  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  w a s  marked by t h e i r  

comrades i n  V i c t o r i a ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia, with a drum head 

s e r v i c e  and a church parade .  A memorial t o  them e x i s t s  t o -  

day j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  main ga t e s .  of t h e  m i l i t i a  armoury on Bay 

S t r e e t .  

I n  September, a f t e r  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  advance t o  Pre-  

t o r i a  and s u f f e r i n g  more c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ended i t s  
s e r v i c e  i n  South A f r i c a .  Some 1 6  o f f i c e r s  and 413 men chose 

t o  r e t u r n  d i r e c t l y  t o  Canada from Capetown i n  accordance 

w i t h  t h e i r  terms of s e r v i c e  w h i l e  1 2  o f f i c e r s  and 2 5 0  men, 
i n c l u d i n g  the complete A and B companies, p r e f e r r e d  t o  pro-  

long  the i r  service f o r  a few weeks t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  

annexa t ion  s e r v i c e s  i n  P r e t o r i a  and t o  r e t u r n  v i a  England 

where t hey  were reviewed by the Queen and P r i n c e  of Wales 

and f e t e d  by t h e  populace be fo re  l eav ing  f o r  Canada on 2 

December 1900.7 

t h a t  t h e  V i c t o r i a  v o l u n t e e r s  d i d  not  r e t u r n  a s  they  had 

d e p a r t e d ,  a s  an organized  detachment,  b u t  i n  smal l  groups 

and i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e i r  regiment i n  V i c t o r i a ,  5 th  B.C. Regi- 

ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y ,  e s c o r t e d  the f i r s t  group of fou r  

men through chee r ing  crowds when they  disembarked. Subse- 

quen t  a r r i v a l s  w e r e  m e t  i n  a less formal ,  though no less 

welcoming, manner. The r e t u r n i n g  men wore Khaki uniforms,  

the f i r s t  of the l o c a l  m i l i t i a  t o  do so. 

The companies were pa id  o f f  i n  Ha l i f ax  so 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  2 ( S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e s )  

B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment, o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  l e f t  in-  

d i v i d u a l l y  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  Lord S t r a t h c o n a ' s  Horse when it 

was raised as a mounted i n f a n t r y  u n i t  f o r  S o u t h  Afr ican 

s e r v i c e , 8  or joined the l o c a l  company of t h e  3rd ( S p e c i a l  

S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment, r a i s e d  t o  re-  

l i e v e  t h e  L e i n s t e r  Regiment of the Ha l i f ax  g a r r i s o n  f o r  
s e r v i c e  i n  South Af r i ca .9  Mustered i n  A p r i l  1900, the 

company was r e t a i n e d  i n  Esquimalt  f o r  one y e a r .  I t  w a s  



q u a r t e r e d  i n  t h e  o ld  marine h o s p i t a l  u n t i l  it moved t o  
H a l i f a x .  The B a t t a l i o n  was disbanded i n  Ha l i f ax  o n  2 9  

September 1 9 0 2 .  

Proud of i t s  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  w a r  s e r v i c e ,  a l though  under 

s t r e n g t h  because of them, t h e  5 t h  B .C .  R e g i m e n t  Canadian 

A r t i l l e r y  exper ienced a remarkable f i r s t  year  a f t e r  com- 
p l e t i n g  i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1899. As i f  t o  mark t h e  end 

of one era of s o l d i e r i n g  and the  beginning of another ,  t h e  

r e g i m e n t ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  event  of t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  Queen ' s  
b i r t h d a y  review a t  Macaulay Poin t  on 25  May 1900, w a s  n o t  

t h e  p u b l i c  demonstra t ion of b a t t l e f i e l d  d r i l l s  i n  a sham 

f i g h t  seen  i n  p rev ious  y e a r s ,  b u t  a ceremonial  review wi th  

the u n i t  pa rad ing  w i t h  u n i t s  of the Royal Navy, t h e  Royal 
Marines,  Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  Royal Engineers and A 

Company of 3 B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment.10 Three 

days l a te r ,  i n  a no t  so p u b l i c  s e t t i n g ,  t h e  regiment began 
f o u r  days of i n s p e c t i o n s  by t h e  Dis t r ic t  O f f i c e r  Commanding 

when gun d r i l l ,  b a t t a l i o n  and company d r i l l s  and t h e  ad- 

m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  were a l l  judged and awarded p o i n t s ,  

the s c o r e s  be ing  recorded f o r  the annua l  General  E f f i c i e n c y  
Compet i t ion.  The s h i e l d  awarded t o  t h e  best company went t o  

Capta in  B . C .  Drake ' s  N o .  6 Company, b u t  it w a s  noted t h a t  

companies had s u f f e r e d  from absen tee i sm and t h a t  a sho r t age  

of o f f i c e r s  w a s  also of concern.  Two weeks la ter ,  the r e g i -  

ment t u rned  o u t  i n  s t r e n g t h  to  watch 1 9  Company Royal Gar r i-  

son A r t i l l e r y  complete t h e i r  annual  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  wi th  t h e  

6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  Immediately 

a f t e r w a r d ,  on 16 June,  t h e  regiment completed gun d r i l l  on 

t h e  same guns w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of 1 9  Company. A t  the 

d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies S t r e e t ,  i n  June,  the Regimental 
Se rgean t  Major began a series of d r i l l  c l a s s e s  f o r  a l l  

r e c e n t  r e c r u i t s .  W i t h  a l l  these t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  t h e  

f i r s t  s i x  months of t h e  r eg imen t ' s  y e a r  had begun 

moderate ly ,  b u t  w i t h  a new realism i n  t r a i n i n g  emphasising 



e f f i c i e n c y  and t h e  r eg imen t ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  Esquimalt  
de fences .  Even du r ing  t h e  pause over  t h e  summer months, 

courses w e r e  o f f e r e d  i n  ambulance and s t r e t c h e r  d r i l l  and 

f i r s t  a i d  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l  a t  Work Poin t  ba r r acks  

w h i l e  a s p e c i a l  i n f a n t r y  t r a i n i n g  cou r se  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

Vancouver.11 

The w i n t e r  t r a i n i n g  season began i n  September wi th  t h e  

f i r s t  m o b i l i s a t i o n  of the Esquimalt  f o r t r e s s .  ~ See Oefence 

Scheme. For t h i s ,  the regiment went i n t o  camp a t  Macaulay 

P o i n t  f o r  two days .  They w e r e  jo ined there by  6 th  Regiment 

The  Duke of Connaught 's  Own R i f l e s  from Vancouver. The 

f i r s t  day ,  2 September, w a s  a very busy one wi th  a l l  of t h e  

companies of t h e  5 t h  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns 

drawn from Work Poin t  ba r r acks  and t h e  6- inch d i sappea r ing  

guns and Maxim machine guns of Macaulay Po in t  Ba t t e ry .  

Major Hibben, commanding 5 Company, took h i s  few v o l u n t e e r s  
t o  S i g n a l  H i l l  t o  work wi th  t h e  Royal Engineer  submarine 

m i n e r s .  T ra in ing  s topped a t  6 p.m. and an hour l a t e r  a l l  

t h o s e  i n  camp a t t ended  a band c o n c e r t  g iven by t h e  band of 

the  6 th  Regiment.  The fo l lowing  day,  t h e  m i l i t i a  came under 

t h e  command of Lieutenant- Colonel  A .  G r a n t  R . E . ,  t h e  

F o r t r e s s  Commander, f o r  e x e r c i s e s  designed t o  p r a c t i c e  a l l  

a s p e c t s  of the Esquimalt  Defence Scheme. While 5 t h  Regiment 

manned Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y  and p r a c t i s e d  t h e  d r i l l s  f o r  

engaging va r ious  t a r g e t s  and defending  the b a t t e r y  from 

landward a t t a c k ,  6 th  Regiment w a s  deployed behind Rodd H i l l  

t o  p r o t e c t  the b a t t e r i e s  there from a t t a c k  by a supposed 

enemy l a n d i n g  p a r t y  r ep re sen ted  by A Company, 3 ( S p e c i a l  

S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  Royal Canadian Regiment. I n  t h e  evening 

the t u g  SADIE s imula ted  an enemy torpedo  boat and a t tempted ,  

u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  t o  run i n t o  Esquimal t  h a r b o u r . l *  The ground 

a t t a c k  on the bat ter ies  a t  Rodd H i l l  w a s  deemed t o  have been 

s u c c e s s f u l  and many va luab le  l e s s o n s  were lea rned  from the 

days e v e n t s  both  about t he  Defence Scheme i t s e l f  and about 

t he  s t a n d a r d  of t r a i n i n g  of t h e  t r o o p s  t a k i n g  p a r t .  

... 



I t  was c l e a r  tha t  5 Company w a s  unable  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  
ro l e  a s  a submarine mining company. The company was woe- 
f u l l y  under s t r e n g t h  and the s t anda rd  of t r a i n i n g  of t h e  few 

members was such t h a t  it would obvious ly  t a k e  a number o f  
t r a i n i n g  seasons  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  t o  even a moderate l e v e l  of 
t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l .  A month a f t e r  the m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  on 5 O c-  

tober 1900, the company was ordered t o  r e v e r t  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
t r a i n i n g  and t h e  fo l lowing  year  the Canadian government 

agreed  t o  pay fo r  an i n c r e a s e  of one o f f i c e r  and 1 4  s a p p e r s  

i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 48 (S.M.) Company R.E. of t h e  Esquimal t  

g a r r i s o n  t o  f i l l  t h e  gap caused by the m i l i t i a  d e f i c i e n c y .  

See Submarine Mining. - 
There were o t h e r  matters  t o  be p u t  r i g h t  to  enab le  5 t h  

Regiment t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  role  i n  the Esquimal t  Defence 

Scheme. When evening d r i l l s  w e r e  resumed i n  t h e  middle of 

September, a f t e r  the summer break,  Lieutenant- Colonel  G r e -  

gory  drew p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a Regimental Order t o  a 
requi rement  f o r  h i g h e r  s t anda rds  i n  gun d r i l l ,  guard d u t y  

and s e n t r y  du ty .  On 3 October, a School o f  A r t i l l e r y  class 
began a t  Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s  f o r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  regiment .  

I t  w a s  conducted by i n s t r u c t o r s  from 1 9  Company Royal G a r r i -  

son A r t i l l e r y  and r an  u n t i l  8 December. Among those w h o  
q u a l i f i e d  on t h i s  cou r se  w a s  Corporal  C u r r i e  who w a s  one of 
t h r e e  w h o  o b t a i n e d  a f i r s t  class grade B c e r t i f i c a t e  of pro- 

f i c i e n c y . 1 4  Later ,  as a Lieu tenant- Genera l ,  he would com- 
mand the Canadian Corps i n  France du r ing  the F i r s t  World 

War. Gunnery s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  a l s o  improved by a l e c t u r e  on 

a r t i l l e r y  practice g iven  t o  a l l  ranks  of t h e  regiment on 1 2  

October by Major J . G . E .  Wynne, a former i n s t r u c t o r  a t  the 

B r i t i s h  Coast  A r t i l l e r y  School o f  Gunnery a t  Shoeburyness 
and,  i n  1900, commanding 1 9  Company. To  p u t  t h e o r y  i n t o  

p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  regiment  s p e n t  the whole day a t  Macaulay Po in t  

on 18 October r e h e a r s i n g  gun d r i l l s  on bo th  the 6- inch 



d i s a p p e a r i n g  and 13-pdr. f i e l d  guns f o r  t h e i r  n e x t  l i v e  
f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e .  

T h i s  annual  programme of i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g ,  summer 

camp a t  Macaulay Poin t  and p r a c t i c e  was r epea t ed  i n  1901 and 

f o r  a f u r t h e r  f o u r  yea r s .  Only s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  and some de- 

t a i l  v a r i e d .  

From Janua ry  u n t i l  May and from t h e  end of September 

u n t i l  December of each y e a r ,  the emphasis w a s  on i n d i v i d u a l  

t r a i n i n g .  T h e  c y c l e  began i n  September w i t h  an a r t i l l e r y  

s choo l  of i n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e c r u i t  d r i l l s  and courses  i n  
musketry and s i g n a l l i n g .  T h e  a r t i l l e r y  s choo l s  were run by 

19  Company Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  i n  1901 wh i l e  5th  Regi- 

ment ran i t s  own schoo l s  i n  1902, 1903, 1904 wi th  t h e  a s-  

s i s t a n c e  of the Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y .  From October 

1902, no non-commissioned o f f i c e r  or gunner could be pro- 
moted t o  a h i g h e r  rank wi thout  f i r s t  e a r n i n g  a c e r t i f i c a t e  

from one of t h e s e  s choo l s  . I 5  R e c r u i t  d r i l l s  were conducted 

by the  5 t h ' ~  Regimental  Sergeant  Major f o r  a l l  newly joined 

m e m b e r s  of t h e  regiment b e f o r e  t hey  were p lace?  i n  com- 

p a n i e s .  Although some s i g n a l  t r a i n i n g  had occurred i n  

p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  w in t e r  courses  became an annual  event  i n  

1902 ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  F o r t r e s s  t e l e -  

phone system. Special musketry courses  were s t a r t e d  i n  1904 

t o  improve t h e  o v e r a l l  s t anda rd  of t h e  r e g i m e n t ' s  annual  
r i f l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e s u l t s .  Schools and courses  were 

u s u a l l y  completed by D e c e m b e r .  In  t h e  new y e a r ,  u n t i l  June, 
the  emphasis was on company a c t i v i t i e s  where t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

s k i l l s  could be p u t  to use t o  ach ieve  group r e s u l t s  i n  i n t e r  
company compet i t ion .  Days of r i f l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  shoot ing  

i n  May marked t h e  end of t h e  t r a i n i n g  begun t h e  prev ious  
September. 

The f i r s t  of t w o  impor tan t  even t s  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  y e a r  

w a s  the summer camp a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  T h e  camp was 10 t o  

1 5  days long and always under canvas on  the p l a i n  behind 



Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y .  Dai ly  r o u t i n e  inc luded  a l l  t h e  

bugle  c a l l s ,  camp d u t i e s ,  guard d u t i e s ,  and p r o t o c o l  of t h e  

a c t i v e  m i l i t i a  and r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n .  Long hours  of d a i l y  

t r a i n i n g  were spen t  i n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  an i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  

r e g i m e n t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  d r i l l  on the parade  ground and f o r  the 

f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  wi th  t h e  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns and armament of 

Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y .  T h e  f i e l d  guns were f i r e d  by 1 and 

2 Companies who would be responsible for manning them when 

t h e  f o r t r e s s  w a s  mobi l i sed .  I n  1901 and 1902, the  p r a c t i c e  

w a s  on T r i a l  I s l a n d ,  and, from 1903, t h e  guns were brought  

i n t o  a c t i o n  on a l eve l  a r e a  i n  f r o n t  of Macaulay Poin t  

B a t t e r y  f o r  some 60 common and s h r a p n e l 1  shel ls  t o  be f i r e d  

a t  t a r g e t s  a t  sea  a t  a range of about  2000 yards .16  The 

annual  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  t he  6-inch d i sappea r ing  guns of 
Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y  occupied one full day. Timekeepers, 

judges and d i r e c t i n g  s t a f f  w e r e  provided by t h e  r e g u l a r  

Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  company. T h e  p r a c t i c e  w a s  u s u a l l y  

conducted i n  t w o  series of t e n  minutes each w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

detachments  manning t h e  guns t o  engage a towed t a r g e t  a t  
ranges  up t o  5000 y a r d s ,  some 20-30 s h e l l s  be ing  f i r e d  i n  

a l l  from t h e  t h r e e  guns. On the t h i r d  day of t h e  f i r i n g  

p r a c t i c e  t h e  Maxim machine guns were f i r e d  from their  para-  

p e t  mountings i n  Macaulay Po in t  B a t t e r y  a t  towed t a r g e t s  a t  

sea. The s t u t t e r  of t h e s e  guns provided t h e  grand f i n a l e  t o  

a n n u a l  camp. Tents  were u s u a l l y  s t r u c k  immediately a f t e r -  

ward. 

One o t h e r  even t ,  the m o b i l i s a t i o n  of t h e  Esquimalt  

F o r t r e s s ,  took p l a c e  annua l ly  from 1901 t o  1905, except  i n  

1 9 0 2 ,  t o  end the t r a i n i n g  y e a r .  See Defence Scheme. On 

these o c c a s i o n s  5 t h  Regiment, the r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  and 6 th  
Regiment The Duke of Connaughts Own R i f l e s  p r a c t i s e d  t h e i r  

r o l e s  i n  t he  Defence Scheme f o r  one day. On t h e  mobi l i -  

s a t i o n  s i g n a l ,  5 t h  Regiment manned t h e  guns of Macaulay 

P o i n t  B a t t e r y  and t h e  f i e l d  guns. Throughout the day. t h e i r  

- 



d r i l l s  and procedures  w e r e  observed by umpires who a f te rward  
submi t ted  r e p o r t s  w i t h  sugges t ions  f o r  improvement which 
cou ld  d i c t a t e  emphasis i n  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  nex t  season.  The 

f i e l d  guns w e r e  u s u a l l y  e x e r c i s e d  on t h e  p l a i n  behind 

Macaulay P o i n t  Ba t t e ry .  The infantrymen of 6 t h  Regiment 

defended t h e  Rodd H i l l  b a t t e r i e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  of an a t t a c k  by 

l a n d i n g  par t ies .  I n  1904, 5 t h  Regiment provided t h e  enemy 

f o r c e .  I n  1905, t h e  6 th  Regiment a c t e d  a s  an a t t a c k i n g  

f o r c e  landed a t  Oak Bay and d i r e c t e d  upon V i c t o r i a  which w a s  

defended by  5 th  Regiment. A f t e r  the i n f a n t r y  b a t t l e  had 

ended,  the mi l i t i amen  could watch t h e  t e s t i n g  of the Quick  

F i r i n g  B a t t e r i e s ,  Defence E l e c t r i c  L igh t s  and the Submarine 

Minef ie ld  d u r i n g  a n i g h t  a t t a c k  by to rpedo  b o a t s .  When t h e  

l i g h t s  went o u t  the t r a i n i n g  yea r  was over .  

As each yea r  passed t h e  mi l i t i amen  s t e a d i l y  improved 

the i r  a b i l i t y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  ro le  i n  the Esquimal t  Defence 
Scheme. The annual  ca l enda r  w a s  dominated by t r a i n i n g  

e v e n t s ,  and r i g h t l y  so, b u t  courses, f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  camps 

and m o b i l i s a t i o n  r e h e a r s a l s  w e r e  not  a l l  the ca l enda r  con- 

t e n t .  Each y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of ce re-  

monia l  e v e n t s .  

A l i s t  of all of the ceremonial  e v e n t s  of the y e a r s  

1899-1906 i s  not  necessary ,  mention of t h e  more important  

occas ions  w i l l  s u f f i c e .  The p r o v i s i o n  of a guard of honour 

f o r  the opening ceremony a t  the beginning of each s e s s i o n  of 

the  P r o v i n c i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  r o u t i n e .  Every t i m e  t h e r e  

w a s  a major change of u n i t  i n  the r e g u l a r  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n ,  

5 t h  Regiment gave t h e  d e p a r t i n g  u n i t  a send o f f  and welcomed 

the new a r r i v a l .  T h e  f i r s t  of these occas ions  i n  1899 and 

the las t  i n  1906 were both n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  s i l v e r  cups 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  the ou tgo ing  u n i t .  

b i l i t y  t o  Canada. There w e r e  a number of i n s p e c t i o n s  of t h e  

regiment  by s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s .  

- See T r a n s f e r  of Responsi- 



The Genera l  O f f i c e r  Commanding the  M i l i t i a ,  Major- 

Genera l  E . T . H .  Hutton,  i n spec t ed  t h e  regiment on 19 October 

1899 and ,  a s  a s e p a r a t e  squad, i t s  40 v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  s e r v i c e  

i n  South A f r i c a  commenting t h a t  " . . . i n  a l l  Canada he  had no t  

seen  a b e t t e r  o r  more s o l d i e r l y  regiment than  t h e  F i f t h . " 1 7  

He was followed by Colonel  B.R.  Biscoe,  Commanding B r i t i s h  

t r o o p s  i n  Canada, on 14 June 1901. Major-General S i r  C .  

Parsons  made a l eng thy  v i s i t  from 2 7  May t o  4 June 1902 

b e f o r e  submi t t i ng  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  defences  t h a t  s t i r r e d  

the B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e  t o  a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of i t s  commit- 

ment. On 2 2  September 1903, General  S l ade  v i s i t e d  and on 18 

September 1905 the regiment r ece ived  S i r  F rede r i ck  W .  Borden 

K . C . M . G . ,  M i n i s t e r  of M i l i t i a ,  a t  a t i m e  when t h e  

arrangements  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  Esquimalt  defences  t o  

Canada were i n  p roces s  of complet ion.  Every year  t h e  

regiment  marked t h e  Q u e e n ' s  b i r t h d a y  with  ceremony, u s u a l l y  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a p u b l i c  review a t  Macaulay Po in t  w i t h  the 

t r o o p s  of t h e  g a r r i s o n  and mar ines  and s a i l o r s  of Royal Navy 

s h i p s  a t  Esquimal t .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  ceremonial  

occas ions  of no te :  The v i s i t  of t h e  Duke and Duchess o f  

Cornwall t o  V i c t o r i a ,  1-3 October 1901; t h e  despa tch  of one 

o f f i c e r  and f i v e  o t h e r  ranks  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

ceremonies sur rounding  t h e  co rona t ion  of King Edward V I I  i n  

London, England, and t h e  f i r s t  f i r i n g  of t h e  Dominion Day 

t r a d i t i o n a l  gun s a l u t e  by t h e  m i l i t i a  from Macaulay Po in t  

B a t t e r y .  A l l  ceremonial  even t s  were open t o  p u b l i c  

a t t e n d a n c e  and cr i t ic ism.  The regiment  was judged according 

t o  i t s  performance and s t e a d i n e s s  on parade .  They were a l l  

occas ions  when the l i n k  between l o c a l  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  

a u t h o r i t i e s  could be reaf f i rmed and s t r e n g t h e n e d .  

M i l i t a r y  music was an e s s e n t i a l  par t  of a l l  ceremonial  

o c c a s i o n s .  Whenever and wherever t h e  regiment paraded i t s  

bands paraded too.  T h e  regiment had bo th  a f u l l  m i l i t a r y  

band and a bugle  band. The l a t t e r  w a s  r eo rgan ized ,  a f t e r  a 



dormant period, in May 1900 under Bandsman Kasalowsky, came 
under the control of Bandmaster J.M. Finn a year later, fell 
on hard times, and was reformed again in November 1903 with 
more success. The regimental band was by far the most im- 
portant to the regiment and to the local populace. As well 
as parading with the regiment, the band gave a series of 
Saturday night concerts throughout each winter in Victoria. 
They became a much appreciated feature of the local enter- 
tainment calendar. There was considerable sadness when the 
popular bandmaster resigned, at his own request, in December 
1904 and was succeeded by Bandmaster Sidney Rogers.18 Band- 

master Finn had led the militia band since 1893 and had 
taught music locally for an even longer period. His influ- 
ence had been widely felt and his music well appreciated. 

There were two other militia appointments which held 
even greater influence: that of Commanding Officer and Regi- 
mental Sergeant Major. Lieutenant-Colonel F.B. Gregory 
handed over to Lieutenant-Colonel R.R. Munro in December 
1901 on completion of his term as Commanding Officer. 
Colonel Munro resigned due to ill health on 28 February 
1903. He died in June 1904 and was given a funeral with 
full military honours by the regiment.19 Three senior offi- 
cers of the regiment waived their right to promotion to 
allow Captain J.A. Hall to be appointed commanding officer 
with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.20 The regiment's 
senior non-commissioned officer position, Regimental 
Sergeant Major, was occupied until 4 June 1904 by Sergeant 
Major A .  Mulcahy, Master Gunner,-a member of the permanent 
militia. He had come to Victoria with C Battery in 1887 and 
had held the appointment of Regimental Sergeant Major with 
5th Regiment for eleven years before handing over to one of 
the regiments Company Sergeant Majors, E. McDougall, who was 
promoted and confirmed in the appointment on 11 November 
1904. Mulcahy continued to serve on the Militia District 



Staff, as instructor to the Regiment, being eventually 
appointed Master Gunner 1st Class with the Royal Canadian 
Garrison Artillery company formed at Work Point barracks in 
1906 to replace the British company.22 
of Colonel Hall and Regimental Sergeant Major McDougall the 
regiment entered a term of strong leadership when it was 
fully master of its own house. In Master Gunner Mulcahy's 
appointment a link was forged between the regiment and the 
fortifications it would man in war for Mulcahy was respon- 
sible for the maintenance of those fortifications and arma- 
ment in peace after the British withdrew in 1906. 

With the appointment 

Although the regiment's volunteers had worn khaki in 
South Africa and the British garrison in Work Point barracks 
had worn khaki since 1902, 5th Regiment continued to wear 
the blue artillery uniform throughout the period with some 
changes in style and headdress.23 Old pattern greatcoats 
and capes were recalled in 1900 together with the leather 
leggings which had once been worn. A new pattern of great- 
coat was issued, and new helmets in 1901. Although the 
white puggaree was authorized for wear on the helmet by 
Militia General Order No. 32 in April 1900, the regiment did 
not adopt it until 1 October 1905. Dress forage caps were 
issued in 1905 and an issue of new blue serge uniforms 
occurred during 1905-06. Photographs of the period show 
considerable variations in the dress of individual numbers 
of the militia due to the many changes coming into effect 
over a lengthy period. By the end of the period, 1906, the 
regiment was once again able to parade in one style of 
uniform. 

The last phase of the reclothing of 5th Regiment coin- 
cided with a reorganization of its companies. Early in 
1905, the regiment was given a new establishment with a 
total authorized strength of 367 all ranks. At the same 
time the six companies were reduced to three by combining 



the o l d  companies i n  pairs  i n  o r d e r  of s e n i o r i t y .  The need 

had been f e l t  for some t i m e .  The new o r g a n i z a t i o n  had no 

e f f e c t  upon t h e  role of the regiment i n  t h e  Esquimalt  

Defence Scheme. The new companies, the i r  commanders and 

t h e i r  r o l e s  w e r e :  

1 Company - Capt.  C u r r i e  (13-pdr. R . M . L . )  

2 Company - M a j .  McConnan (6- inch )  

3 Company - Maj. Hibben (6- inch)24 

The  regiment  would n o t  r eo rgan ize  aga in  u n t i l  1920. 

I t  w a s  as i f  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h r e e  companies w a s  

a g radua t ion  ceremony for the regiment .  I t  came a t  the end 

of f i v e  years of hard  t r a i n i n g  i n  the s k i l l s  and procedures  

the regiment needed t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  role i n  t h e  Esquimalt  

defences  of manning t h e  Macaulay Po in t  B a t t e r y  of t h r e e  

6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns and t h e  s i x  13-pdr. f i e l d  guns of 

t h e  landward defence force. By 1902, the regiment had 

a c q u i r e d  the a b i l i t y  t o  run i t s  own schools of i n s t r u c t i o n  

and t w o  y e a r s  l a te r  it had promoted i t s  own Regimental 

Se rgean t  Major. I n  annual  p r a c t i c e ,  it had become f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  t h e  Esquimal t  Defence Scheme and had r e g u l a r l y  f i r e d  

the guns it w a s  t o  man i n  w a r  wi th  moderate success .  By 

1905, it had become a s t rong r e s p o n s i b l e  element of the 

E s q u i m a l t  F o r t r e s s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  o rganized  f o r  i t s  t a s k ,  with 

a very capable Commanding O f f i c e r  and t h r e e  good company 
commanders, one of whom would e v e n t u a l l y  rise t o  command t h e  

Canadian C o r p s  i n  France i n  t h e  F i r s t  World W a r .  



Transfer  of Responsib i l i ty  t o  Canada 

When nego t ia t ing  t he  f i r s t  agreement fo r  t he  permanent 
defence of Esquimalt which was signed i n  1893, B r i t a i n  

o f fe red  t echn ica l  and f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t ance  and a small 
ga r r i son  while s o l i c i t i n g  a f i nanc i a l  and troop con t r ibu t ion  

from Canada. I t  w a s  expected t h a t  a f t e r  f i v e  years ,  the  
term of t h e  agreement, Canada would be ab le  t o  assume f u l l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The expectat ion proved too op t imi s t i c  and a 

second agreement f o r  a ten  year period commencing on 30 

September 1899 was signed. The t e r m s  of t h i s  new agreement 

provided f o r  improvements i n  t he  armament and a l a r g e r  
g a r r i s o n  with t he  B r i t i s h  W a r  Of f i ce  accepting responsib i l-  

i t y  f o r  t h e  defences f o r  t he  period of t he  agreement. I t  

was expected t h a t  Canada would be ready t o  take  f u l l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  1909. None of those involved i n  es- 

t a b l i s h i n g  t he  agreement could have foreseen the  redundancy 

of Esquimalt a s  a B r i t i s h  naval base a s  e a r l y  a s  1904, an 
event  which e f f e c t i v e l y  removed t he  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  
defending t he  po r t .  The coas t  defences w e r e  marked f o r  

abandonment then.  Ins tead they w e r e  t r an s f e r r ed  t o  the 
Canadian a u t h o r i t i e s .  

For t he  f i r s t  t h r ee  years  o f  the  new agreement, 1899- 

1902, t he  improvements t o  t h e  defences proceeded very much 

a s  they were intended t o .  By 1902, t he  Defence Scheme w a s  
defined and w a s  being p rac t i sed  annually,  most of the sched- 

u l e d  armament was i n  p lace  and the  regular  and m i l i t i a  
ga r r i son  was a t  c lose  t o  f u l l  s t r eng th .  It  was expected 

t h a t  t h e  armament would be completed and the  techniques 



of Esquimalt was well in hand and of a satisfactory nature. 
In the ordinary course of correspondence about the 

reserves of food necessary for the defences, the Officer 
Commanding Troops Esquimalt, Lieutenant-Colonel A. Grant, 
found it necessary to refer to the fact that the defences 
were scaled to meet only a raid type of attack by a force of 
no more than one or two cruisers, or troops landed from such 
a force. He went on to suggest that, in his opinion, in the 
event of a war with the United States, a much heavier attack 
could be expected. Such an attack would be more an invest- 
ment than a raid. He felt that the Defence Scheme for 
Esquimalt should be revised and enlarged to allow for such 
an eventuality, adding: 

Apart from any question of food supplies, the 
handful of half-trained Militiamen forming the 
infantry portion of the war garrison (who would 
have to be transported from the mainland), 
assisted, as regards the defence of the City of 
Victoria, by an extemporised Town Guard, could 
not, in my opinion, be reasonably expected to make 
any effectual resistance to such an attack as 
could be made by the United States.1 

The Officer Commanding Troops, Canada, concurred with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Grant's comments, forwarded the report to 
the War Office, London, in February 1902, and suggested that 
the whole scheme of defence for Esquimalt be reconsidered. 

The Intelligence Department of the War Office reviewed 
the question of the standard of defence at Esquimalt during 
the period February-May 1902. It noted that neither Russia 
nor France maintained a coaling station in the Eastern 
Pacific and that Russia had no ships allotted to the station 
while France had only two, a 2nd-class cruiser and a gun 



boat .  The B r i t i s h  squadron had one 1 s t- c l a s s  c ru i s e r  and 

two 2nd-class c r u i s e r s .  The United S t a t e s  Pac i f i c  Squadron 
was by f a r  the m o s t  super io r  force  w i t h  one b a t t l e s h i p ,  one 

1 s t- c l a s s ,  two 2nd-class, and four 3rd-class c r u i s e r s .  I t  

was estimated t h a t  the  United S t a t e s  could despatch a force 

of  3,000 men and 24 guns aga ins t  Esquimalt within ten  days 

of a dec la ra t ion  of war and a force double t h a t  s t reng th  

within a month. A t  the  same t i m e ,  t he  Canadian Pac i f i c  

Railway would c e r t a i n l y  be c u t ,  preventing any reinforcement 
of t h e  Esquimalt ga r r i son  from the  e a s t .  On these  f a c t s ,  it 

seemed q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  the re  was only one naval power i n  

t h e  Eastern Pac i f i c  which might th rea ten  Esquimalt and 
equal ly  c l e a r  t h a t  the  current  defence arrangements a t  
Esquimalt were qu i t e  inadequate t o  resist an a t t ack  from t h e  
United S t a t e s .  Before going fu r the r  with the  review it was 

f e l t  de s i r ab l e  t h a t  t h e  Admiralty should be approached on 
t h r ee  s p e c i f i c  points :  

(1) I n  the event of w a r  with the  United S t a t e s ,  
would the  loss of the  naval base a t  Esquimalt 

be a matter  of se r ious  s t r a t e g i c  importance? 

( 2 )  Can he lp  i n  t h e  l oca l  defence of Esquimalt be 
expected from the  Pac i f i c  Squadron pending the  

a r r i v a l  of such naval reinforcements from t h e  

China  Squadron as w i l l  ensure loca l  sea com- 

mand? 
( 3 )  If  so, w i t h i n  what time may naval reinforce-  

ments be expected from 

The approach w a s  made with the  approval of the  Commander- 

in-Chief of the  Army and the  Secretary of S t a t e .  

The Admiralty reply  surpr ised  the  War O f f i c e  for i t  

indicated  a change of naval pol icy  from t h a t  current  a t  the 

time of t h e  1899 agreement on the  defences, a change of 



which t h e  War O f f i c e  w a s  i g n o r a n t .  On 1 2  A p r i l  1902 the War 

O f f i c e  w a s  informed: 

( a )  T h a t  t he i r  Lordships  a r e  aware o f  no reason  
f o r  d e p a r t i n g  from the o p i n i o n  which w a s  
expressed i n  1882 by the Royal Commission on 
the Defence of B r i t i s h  Posses s ions  Abroad, 

t h a t ,  i n  the event  of w a r  wi th  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s ,  Esquimalt  could no t  be defended.  

( b )  T h a t  i t s  c a p t u r e  by the Uni ted States  would 

n o t  be a matter of s e r i o u s  s t ra tegic  
importance.  

( c )  T h a t  the Navy could render  no a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
the defence  of Esquimal t .  

( d )  T h a t  i n  such an e v e n t u a l i t y  our  Navy would be 

concen t r a t ed  on d e c i s i v e  p o i n t s ,  among which 

no pos i t i on  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbian wate rs  could 

be inc luded .3  

The impress ion  c r e a t e d ,  tha t  Admiral ty  p o l i c y  on Esquimal t  

had been c o n s i s t e n t  s i n c e  1 8 8 2 ,  w a s  d i scounted  by the War 

O f f i c e ,  b u t  it q u i c k l y  accepted the new s t a t emen t  of p o l i c y ,  
assumed it would extend also t o  t h e  case o f  w a r  wi th  France 

or Russ i a ,  and concluded: 

From a nava l  p o i n t  of view th i s  nava l  base would 
seem a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment t o  be p r a c t i c a l l y  of no 

va lue  i n  w a r :  t h e  works and - g a r r i s o n  defend 
no th ing  b u t  the ha rbour ,  and,  i n  the absence of 
H i s  M a j e s t y ' s  s h i p s ,  the i r  e x i s t e n c e  w i l l  n o t  
a f ford  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  sho res  of 

B r i t i s h  Columbia o r  the terminus  of the Canadian 
Pac i f ic  Railway. The men and money, t h e r e f o r e ,  

devoted by the W a r  O f f i c e  and the Canadian 



Government t o  the  maintenance of t h i s  naval base 
would appear use less  under ex i s t ing  circum- 
stances  .4 

I t  seemed t h a t  the  l og i ca l  course t o  be followed was t o  

remove the  garr ison and dismantle the  defence works. 

The War Office recognized t h a t  t he re  were o ther  con- 

s ide ra t i ons  which had t o  be taken i n t o  account besides the  
purely m i l i t a r y  and naval .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  a withdrawal 
from Esquimalt a t  t h a t  time would be regarded i n  Canada as a 

complete reversa l  of pol icy ,  perhaps even a s  a breach of 

f a i t h ,  on the  p a r t  of the  B r i t i s h  Government. U n t i l  then,  

t h a t  government had constant ly  urged Canada t o  pay a share  

of the  cost of the  defences and garr ison a s  p a r t  of i t s  duty 

t o  Empire, had encouraged the  be l i e f  t h a t  the  Canadian 

Pac i f i c  Railway w a s  of s t r a t e g i c  value, and had applauded 
Canadian f i nanc i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  laying of t h e  

p a c i f i c  cable fo r  s t r a t e g i c  reasons. The Province of 

B r i t i s h  Columbia had doubled i t s  population i n  the  previous 

t e n  years and it seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  overseas t r ade  would 

increase .  There w a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  t r ade  routes  

would become important enough for  Esquimalt t o  be needed i n  
the  fu tu re  i n  any w a r  as a base from which the  routes and 
shipping could be protec ted .  Most importantly,  it w a s  f e l t  
t h a t  a withdrawal would: 

. . . . se r ious ly  damage our influence with t h e  

Dominion Govenment i n  questions of defence, and 

would m a t e r i a l l y  retard reform of the  Canadian 

l oca l  fo rces ,  a s  well as  the  hope of u l t imate  

Imperial m i l i t a r y  federa t ion.5  



Thus t h e  War Off ice  would  have t o  modify i t s  i nc l i na t i on  f o r  

withdrawal from Esquimalt. 

The War Off ice  submitted a long memorandum t o  the  
Committee of Imperial Defence on 24 May 1903. I n  it, it 
gave both i t s  own and the  Admiralty pos i t i on  on Esquimalt 
and suggested t h r ee  poss ib le  courses of act ion:-  

( i )  TO abandon Esquimalt a s  a defended por t ,  and 
place  it on the  footing of a " f l y ing  naval 

base",  l i k e  Wei'hai-Wei. [Defence t he re  was 

abandoned when the  Navy declared it would 

withdraw from loca l  waters i n  c e r t a i n  

contingencies.]  

( i i)  To continue the  present  defence arrangements, 
b u t  d i r e c t  the  Commander of the  f o r t r e s s ,  i n  
t h e  event of war with t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t o  
evacuate the  p lace ,  a f t e r  f i r s t  blowing up the  

f o r t s  and rendering the  guns use less .  

(iii) To continue the  present  s c a l e  of defence, b u t  

t o  endeavour, a s  f a r  a s  poss ib le ,  t o  improve 
t h e  defence arrangements on such points  a s  

food reserves ,  water,  defences aga ins t  a t t a ck  

i n  r e a r ,  m i l i t a r y  organizat ion of c i v i l  
population, etc. ,  so as  t o  g ive  t h e  f o r t r e s s  
some chance of holding out  f o r  a shor t  period 
i n  a w a r  with t h e  United S t a t e s .  6 

It recommended t h a t  the  l a s t  couEse should be adopted a s  t h e  
po l i cy  f o r  the  defence of Esquimalt. I n  doing so it made 

c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  recommendation was made because of B r i t a i n ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  commitment t o  Canada and the  l a rge r  i s s u e s  of 

Empire defence. 
The memorandum showed c l e a r l y  t h a t  ne i the r  the  Admiral- 

t y  nor the  War Office considered Esquimalt t o  be of any war 



time strategic consequence. Both authorities were paying 
increasing attention to the need to redeploy and prepare 
Sritain's navy and army to meet the growing threat emanating 
from Germany. The Kaiser was building a fleet of warships 
to challenge British naval supremacy. It was becoming 
obvious that the Royal Navy must give up its far flung 
policing role to concentrate in home waters to protect 
Britain and meet the bulk of the German fleet. The British 
army had to prepare for a European war, correcting the 
errors and deficiencies exposed by the South African War, 
and try to rationalize the chaotic situation prevailing in 
coast defence as a result of the enormous expansion and 
rapid technological developments in this specialization in 
the last half of the 19th ~entury.~ 

The rationalization of coast defence artillery organi- 
zation, equipment, procedure and rearmament began with the 
definition of the various forms of attack to which defended 
ports might be subjected and the type of gun best suited to 
deal with each type of attack. Four forms of attack came to 
be recognized: 

(a) Bombardment at long range by battleship or 
heavy cruisers. 

(b) Bombardment at medium range by light cruisers. 
(c) Attempt to break down naval obstructions or 

(d) Attack by torpedo-craft at night.8 
block the entrance to port or harbour. 

Of all the different types of artillery in service and under 
development it was decided that just four guns were suitable 
to deal with the different types of attack: 

(a) 9.2 inch B.C. Gun Mark X on Carriage Garrison 
Barbette Mark V. This gun had a range of 



. 

17 ,400  yards f i r i n g  a s h e l l  weighing 380 lbs.  

and was t o  deal  with bombardment a t  long and 
medium range by b a t t l e s h i p s  and c r u i s e r s .  

( b )  6 inch B.L. Gun Mark V I I  on Carriage Garrison 
Mark 11. This gun had a range of 12,600 yards 

f i r i n g  a s h e l l  weighing 100 lbs.  and w a s  t o  
dea l  with bombardment a t  medium range and with 

at tempts t o  block the  por t  entrance.  
( c )  4.7 inch Q.F. Mark I11 on Carriage Garrison 

Mark I V .  With a range of  11,800 yards and a 

45 l b .  s h e l l ,  th is  gun w a s  t o  deal  with 

at tempts t o  force or block the  harbour en- 

t rance  and a t t acks  by torpedo c r a f t .  
( d )  1 2  pdr. 1 2  c w t  Q.F. On Carriage Garrison Mark 

11. W i t h  a range of 8,000 yards and a 1 2  lb .  

s h e l l ,  t h i s  gun w a s  t o  dea l  w i t h  a t t a cks  by 
torpedo c r a f t .  9 

The defence schemes of coas ta l  f o r t r e s s e s  throughout the  
Empire were reviewed i n  the  year ly  years  of the  century and 

rearmament began i n  1904. The process gained p a r t i c u l a r  

impetus from the  f indings of a committee under the pres i-  

dency of General S i r  John Owen which confirmed, i n  1906, the  
types  of a t t a c k  t o  be expected and the  types of gun most 

s u i t a b l e  t o  meet them, although with some reservat ion with 
regard t o  t h e  4 .7  inch weapon, regarding only the  o ther  

t h r e e  as s t r i c t l y  necessary.1° 
I t  w a s  aga ins t  t h i s  background of rev i s ion  and rearma- 

ment of t h e  coas ta l  defences throughout the  Empire t h a t  the  

W a r  Off ice  was seeking an answer with regard t o  Esquimalt. 
The Committee on Imperial Defence had ne i the r  accepted 

nor r e j ec t ed  the  W a r  Office recommendation contained in  t h e  
memorandum of May 1903. Rather, it sought r e l i e f  fo r  



Britain from all its remaining responsibility for coastal 
defence of Canada. The possibilities of Canada assuming 
early responsibility for the defence of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and of abandoning the defence of Esquimalt were 
discussed at the committee's meeting on 1 December 1903. At 
the meeting, Sir Frederick Borden, Canada's Minister of 
Militia, agreed to a Canadian takeover of Halifax.11 Later, 
Sir Wilfred Laurier, Canada's Prime Minister, thought the 
acceptance was indiscreet from a domestic ,political point of 
view. The acceptance was not actively pursued by Britain or 
Canada. 

At Signal Hill, Esqumalt, the work of preparing the 
site for a battery of two 9.2 inch guns was allowed to 
proceed. The battery was part of the agreement of 1899 and 
its completion was in accord with the revised policy on 
coast artillery defences fermenting with-in the War Office. 

The anxiety for a final decision on Esquimalt within 
the British War Office did not abate in the new year. On 25 
March 1904, an Intelligence Department paper with the 
lengthy title of "Memorandum of Outstanding Questions now 
before the Committee of Imperial Defence, on which an early 
decision is urgently needed by the War Office" pointed out: 

Pending a decision it is impossible to deal with 
the annual review of the Defence Scheme, or to 
consider various proposals for the strengthening 
of the garrison and the defences, which have 
during the last two years been submitted by the 
General Officer Commanding in Canada. 
The lack of an authorative decision as to the 
standard of defence to be maintained has, in fact, 

blocked all action in the matter, and this naval 
base remains in a most unsatisfactory position.12 



and added a new warning: 

Meanwhile, the Committee of Imperial Defence have 
suggested to the Canadian government that Canada 
should take over Esquimalt: if the proposal be 
accepted before any standard of defence is 
definitely fixed, we may be involved in a very 
awkward controversy with the Canadian 
Government. 1 3  

But the memorandum was of no immediate avail. 
While the War Office fumed with frustration, at the 

Admiralty, Admiral Fisher had begun a series of measures 
designed to eliminate overseas bases and concentrate 
Britain's naval strength in home waters. On 6 December 
1904, in a command paper, the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Lord Selbourne, disclosed the redistribution of the fleet. 
The Pacific Squadron was to disappear, its few remaining 
warships dispersed to other stations. Ten days later, the 
Admiralty informed the Colonial Office that the naval 
establishments at Halifax, Esquimalt, Jamaica and 
Trincomalee would be reduced to cadres on which no money 
would be spent in peace.14 

Within a few days of the Admiralty pronouncements the 
War Office General Staff produced a memorandum on the 
defence of Canada. Among its findings it had concluded. 

As there is reason to belieire that the United 
States will, in the early stages of a war, be 
supreme on the Pacific Coast there does not seem 
the slightest prospect of repelling an invasion of 
British Columbia, and Vancouver Island will 
inevitably fall if the enemy dispatches an 
expeditionary force against it.15 



T h e  memorandum w a s  s e n t  t o  the Committee on Imper i a l  De- 

fence ,  t h e  Fore ign  O f f i c e  and t h e  Admiral ty .  T h e  F i r s t  Lord 

of the Admiral ty  r e p l i e d  t h a t  "....so f a r  a s  t h e  navy is  

concerned,  any e f f e c t i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  would be exceeding ly  
d i f f i c u l t  " .I6 

By the end of 1904, t h e  Committee o f  I m p e r i a l  Defence, 

t h e  War O f f i c e  and t h e  Admiralty w e r e  a l l  of  one vo ice  i n  

the op in ion  tha t  Esquimal t  should be abandoned as a f o r t i -  

f i e d  base. Indeed,  there w a s  a g e n e r a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  among 
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  London, w i t h  a l l  the wisdom of h i n d s i g h t ,  

t h a t  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  of Esquimalt  had been a mis take .  I t  

w a s  now a matter of f i n d i n g  an a c c e p t a b l e  way of b reak ing  
the p o l i t i c a l  commitment t o  a l l o w  B r i t a i n  t o  withdraw and 
the F e d e r a l  Government of  Canada t o  save f a c e .  T h e  Com- 

m i t t e e  of Imper i a l  Defence had suggested a Canadian takeover  

as a s o l u t i o n  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a l l .  
S i r  Wi l f r ed  L a u r i e r ,  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  of  Canada, had 

always recognized t h a t  condoning t h e  abandonment of Esqui- 

m a l t  and i t s  defences  would b r i n g  domestic p o l i t i c a l  

d isas ter  f o r  it would c o n f l i c t  wi th  a r t i c l e  9 of t h e  con- 
f e d e r a t i o n  agreement w i t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia. A Canadian 
takeover  of the defences  of b o t h  Ha l i f ax  and Esquimalt  w o u l d  

be a way of avo id ing  s u c h  a d i s a s t e r .  I t  would a l s o  p rov ide  

a way f o r  the Canadian Government t o  d e c l a r e  p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  

f o r  the B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  wi thout  entanglement i n  f o r e i g n  w a r s  
and it carried a n a t i o n a l i s t  appea l .  But a formal o f f e r  t o  

t akeove r  could n o t  be made t o  B r i t a i n  wi thout  f i r s t  

p r e p a r i n g  Canadian p u b l i c  op in ion .  A campaign f o r  the take-  
over  w a s  conducted i n  the Toronto Globe and M a i l  i n  December 

1904. 
W i t h  the domestic p o l i t i c a l  ground p repa red ,  the 

Canadian Government s e n t  a formal r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
S e c r e t a r y ,  through the Governor Genera l ,  f o r  the takeover  of 
H a l i f a x  and Esquimal t  on  20 J anua ry  1905.  The r e q u e s t  was 



w e l l  r ece ived  i n  London. The Colonia l  S e c r e t a r y  r e p l i e d  

promptly ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  a de l ay  w a s  neces sa ry  b e f o r e  
f i n a l  handover t o  a l l ow Canada t o  r a i s e  t h e  ex t ra  t r o o p s  she 

would need f o r  the g a r r i s o n s .  He suggested t h a t  handover 

need no t  be delayed i f  Canada would takeover  the whole c o s t  

of  the p r e s e n t  g a r r i s o n s  u n t i l  t hey  w e r e  r ep l aced .  S i r  
F r e d e r i c k  Borden r e j e c t e d  t h e  sugges t ion  of payment on 1 

February,  a rgu ing  tha t  Canada could never ag ree  t o  such an 
i d e a  whi le  c o n t r o l  of t h e  troops rested with t h e  W a r  

O f f i c e .  H e  went on to  sugges t  t h a t  1 J u l y  1905 should be 

t h e  handover d a t e ,  b u t  t h a t  B r i t a i n  should keep her g a r r i -  

sons i n  p l a c e  u n t i l  Canadian g a r r i s o n s  were provided.  T h e  

sugges ted  date of handover was agreed to  by London and, 

a f te r  more correspondence had passed between t h e  t w o  cap i-  
t a l s ,  a compromise w a s  reached on 1 3  May whereby Canada 

would takeover  the Ha l i f ax  defences  and provide  a g a r r i s o n  
there on 1 J u l y  whi le  t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  would remain a t  

E s q u i m a l t  wi th  all costs paid by Canada u n t i l  a Canadian 
g a r r i s o n  could be r a i s e d ,  o r  u n t i l  1 J u l y  1906,  whichever 

came f i r s t .  

Local  op in ion  i n  Esquimal t  and V i c t o r i a ,  which had been 

s t r o n g  enough t o  g e t  a gua ran tee  f o r  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  

Esquimal t  nava l  base and the p r o v i s i o n  of defences  i n t o  the 

t e r m s  of c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  was assuaged by the f e d e r a l  govern- 

ment i n  two moves. F i r s t l y ,  M r .  Sloan t h e  m e m b e r  f o r  Comox- 

A t l i n  w a s  informed by t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  S i r  Wi l f r ed  L a u r i e r  
' I . .  . . t h a t  t h e  government had informat ion  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

the Imper i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  proposed t o  abandon Esquimalt  a s  a 
nava l  s t a t i o n . " l 8  The Da i ly  C o l o n i s t  i n  V i c t o r i a  took up 

the s t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  load ing  of naval  stores a t  Esquimal t  
aboard the steamer Keemum on 2 7  January  1905. Then, t h e  

news of the Canadian government 's  o f f e r  and i t s  accep tance  
w a s  r e l e a s e d  b e f o r e  p o l i t i c a l  pa s s ions  had reached any 

h e i g h t .  Some m i l d  c r i t i c i sm of P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  L a u r i e r  f o r  



i g n o r i n g  the terms of t h e  con fede ra t ion  agreement appeared 

i n  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s ,  b u t  t h e  Da i ly  Co lon i s t  e v e n t u a l l y  pro- 
nounced t h a t  the take- over  and a Canadian g a r r i s o n  w a s  
' I . .  . . n o t  unexpected and w i l l  be r ece ived  wi th  g e n e r a l  sa t i s -  
f a c t i o n " . l g  So f a r  as l o c a l  op in ion  was concerned,  t h e  

F e d e r a l  Government had r ea f f i rmed  i n  pract ical  terms i t s  
commitment t o  t h e  defence  of E s q u i m a l t .  T h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  

c o n f e d e r a t i o n  agreement had been upheld. 

T h e  Royal Navy had no need t o  w a i t  f o r  the B r i t i s h -  

Canadian agreement for it w a s  not  complete ly  abandoning 

Esquimal t ,  o n l y  reduc ing  i t s  commitment t h e r e ,  and no 

c o n t r a c t  was involved .  On 25 February  1905, Commodore 
J . E . C .  Goodrich,  Commander-in-Chief of t h e  Pac i f ic  S t a t i o n  

a t t e n d e d  an o f f i c i a l  f a r e w e l l  p a r t y  i n  the L e g i s l a t i v e  
B u i l d i n g s ,  Victoria.  T h e  s t a t i o n  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  c lo sed  on 1 

March when the Commodore lowered h is  broad pennant aboard 

H . M . S .  Bonaventure before s a i l i n g  f o r  Hong Kong.20 The 

shipment of stores and muni t ions  from t h e  nava l  yard w a s  
q u i c k l y  completed, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  submarine mines and mine- 

f i e l d  equipment which were loaded aboard the B r i t i s h  ship 

P e n t h l i s e a  t ha t  month.21 

Although the B r i t i s h  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  f o r  the 

Colonies  had been qu ick  t o  agree t o  t h e  Canadian r eques t  

f o r  the handover of  Esquimal t ,  the General  S t a f f  of t h e  

B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e  w e r e  s t i l l  seek ing  a c l e a r  s t a t emen t  on 

the s t ra tegic  va lue  of E s q u i m a l t .  The War O f f i c e  exp la ined  
i t s  concern i n  a memorandum t o  the Committee of Imper ia l  
Defence i n  March 1905. I n  it, it asked f o r  a d e c i s i o n  from 
the committee because "....it i s  necessary  tha t  when the 

Canadian m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  t a k e  over  charge  they  s h a l l  
know w h a t  these p l a c e s  of arms e x i s t  f o r ,  and whether 

p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down i n  t h e  Defence Schemes a r e  s t i l l  to be 

cons ide red  t o  hold good."22 The Committee cons idered  t h e  

W a r  O f f i c e  r e q u e s t  a t  i t s  70th meeting i n  A p r i l  1905, b u t  



came to no d e c i s i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  it r e f e r r e d  the  m a t t e r  t o  t he  

Co lon ia l  Defence Committee of t h e  Co lon ia l  O f f i c e  i n  London. 

The Co lon ia l  Defence Committee came t o  a d e c i s i o n  i n  

May 1905, e x p l a i n i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  conc i se  memoranda t o  
b o t h  the Committee o f  Imper i a l  Defence and t h e  Colonia l  

O f f i c e .  The committee r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

Esquimal t  had been recommended by t h e  Colonia l  Defence Com- 

m i t t e e  o f  1878 because it conta ined  "a smal l  b u t  e s s e n t i a l  
nava l  e s t ab l i shmen t  w i t h  s t o r e s  and workshops f o r  t h e  u s e  of 

Her M a j e s t y ' s  s h i p s  on t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n . " 2 3  The s t a n d a r d  

o f  defence  had subsquen t ly  been de f ined  a s  " s t r o n g  enough t o  

r e s i s t  a t t a c k  of one or  two c r u i s e r s :  n o t  t o  resist a t t a c k  

i n  f o r c e  by the Uni ted S t a t e s .  Together ,  t h e  r a i s o n  

d ' e t r e  and t h e  s t anda rd  had become t h e  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  f o r t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of Esquimal t ,  a p o l i c y  which had been c o n s t a n t l y  

fol lowed.  Recent ly ,  the r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Royal Navy 
had seen Hong Kong e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  the main naval  base f o r  

o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  Esquimalt  might be used as a 

temporary advanced base i n  W a r ,  b u t  no t  i f  t h a t  war w a s  wi th  

t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  f o r  under t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c i rcumstance i t  
would be i n d e f e n s i b l e .  In a w a r  w i t h  any other power, it 
w a s  improbable t h a t  a r a i d  would be d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Esqui- 

m a l t ,  as w a s  f e a r e d  i n  1 8 7 8  and 1885,  because of t h e  r e c e n t  

changes i n  the ba l ance  of sea power i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  and the 

redeployment o f  t h e  Royal Navy i n  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

Esquimalt  w a s  no t  a commercial harbour .  T h e  Committee sug- 

g e s t e d  t h a t  from t h e  Canadian p o i n t  of  view t h e  on ly  t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  would come i n  a War with  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  b u t  any a c t i o n  on the w e s t  c o a s t  would be of second- 

a r y  importance because such a war would i n e v i t a b l y  be de- 

c ided  i n  t h e  e a s t .  C e r t a i n l y ,  the  main t h e a t e r  of  naval  

o p e r a t i o n s  would be t h e  A t l a n t i c .  With l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  

. . . .Canada w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be w i s e  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  h e r  

e f f o r t s  on the defence of Hal i fax ."25  The Co lon ia l  Defence 

,I 



Committee’s memoranda concluded: “In t h e s e  c i rcumstances ,  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  Defence Committee recommend t h a t  Esquimalt  b e  

no longer  r e t a i n e d  as a f o r t i f i e d  p o r t . ” 2 6  

The C o m m i t t e e  of  Imperial Defence endorsed t h e  recom- 
mendation a t  i t s  meeting i n  June  1905. The Canadian Govern- 

ment w a s  informed by t h e  C o l o n i a l  Off ice  i n  A u g u s t ,  s e v e r a l  

weeks a f t e r  the agreed  d a t e  of handover f o r  Esquimal t ,  and 

a f t e r  t h e  new n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  defence o f  

b o t h  H a l i f a x  and Esquimal t  had been announced w i t h  p r i d e  by 
t h e  government i n  t h e  Canadian par l iament .  The very  awkward 
s i t u a t i o n  forecast by t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Department of t h e  War 

O f f i c e  on 25 March 1904 had a r r i v e d .  
There w a s  a pe r iod  of s e v e r a l  months s i l e n c e  on t h e  

matter.  The Co lon ia l  O f f i c e  ended it with  a r e q u e s t  f o r  an 
answer from Canada on 2 1  February 1906. The o r i g i n a l  d i s -  

pa tch  had been referred t o  the Min i s t e r  of Mi l i t i a  and 
Defence. H i s  argument and suggested course  of a c t i o n  were 

g iven  a t  a meeting of t h e  Pr ivy  Council  i n  A p r i l  1906. The 

m i n i s t e r  exp la ined  away the d e l a y  i n  r ep ly ing  by s t a t i n g  

tha t  he  f e l t  tha t  an immediate announcement i n  t h e  p rev ious  
August tha t  there w a s  no f u r t h e r  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  the defence  

of Esquimalt  or f o r  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the g a r r i s o n  there 

would have p laced  bo th  “ . . . . t h e  Imper i a l  and Canadian 
Governments i n  a somewhat d e l i c a t e  p o s i t i o n .  “27  A t t e n t i o n  

w a s  drawn t o  the f a c t ,  f o r  many y e a r s ,  t h e r e  had been an 

unders tanding  between the Governments of Canada and o f  
B r i t i s h  Columbia “ , . . . o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  of main ta in ing  an armed 

force a t  or n e a r  V i c t o r i a . ” 2 8  T l i e r e  had a l s o  been recog-  
n i t i o n  for the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of  con t inu ing  with  a school of 

i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  of t h e  province i n  t h e  c i t y .  
T h e  m i n i s t e r  suggested tha t  B r i t a i n  must have been aware, 

f o r  some t i m e ,  of the change i n  s t r a t e g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  which 

made the defence  of Esquimalt  redundant .  For these r easons ,  

it would be best f o r  any p u b l i c  announcement of change i n  



p o l i c y  on E s q u i m a l t  t o  be made by t h e  Imperial government. 

But, t h e  m i n i s t e r  f e l t  t h a t  no such announcement need be 

made. I n s t e a d ,  he  counse l l ed :  

.... That t r o o p s  should no t  be wi thd rawn  e n t i r e l y  

from Esquimal t ,  b u t  that  a school of i n s t r u c t i o n  
should  be i n s t i t u t e d  t h e r e  and t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of 

the p r e s e n t  g a r r i s o n ,  such school  of i n s t r u c t i o n  

t o  c o n s i s t  of a company of Royal Canadian Gar r i son  

A r t i l l e r y  and t h a t  there should be s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  
a l s o  a detachment from t h e  Royal Canadian Engi- 

n e e r s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  main ta in  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  

and works, w i t h  armament and e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  

a l r e a d y  mounted i n  t h e m ,  i n  a s t a t e  of good 
p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  school  of i n s t r u c t i o n  

should  be so c o n s t i t u t e d  as to  be capable  of 

g i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  both g a r r i s o n  a r t i l l e r y  and 
i n f a n t r y  d u t i e s .  The t o t a l  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  garr i-  

son  t o  be, approximately ,  120, of a l l  ranks .29 

I f  t h i s  approach w e r e  adopted:  

. . . .it would no t  be necessary  t o  announce t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  the apparen t  change of p o l i c y  as t o  the 

need f o r  defending  Esquimal t :  secondly ,  the works 

would be k e p t  i n  o r d e r  so tha t  t hey  would be 

a v a i l a b l e  should it ever  become necessary  t o  u s e  

t h e m :  and t h i r d l y ,  any pledge expressed ,  o r  
implied, which might have been given by the 

Dominion Government t o  that  of B r i t i s h  Columbia 
would be f u l f i l l e d . 3 0  



The P r i v y  Council  approved t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  sugges t ion  and, i n  

doing so, s e t t l e d  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Esquimalt  defences  a s  a 

matter o f  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  expendiency r a t h e r  than as a 

problem of defence .  

The minute of the P r i v y  Council p roceedings  w a s  ap- 
proved and forwarded by t h e  Governor General  of Canada t o  

the S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  f o r  t h e  Colonies  on 2 May 1906. A 

copy was passed t o  the Committee of Imper i a l  Defence on 23 

May, s i x  days a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  had 

l e f t  Esquimal t .  

The g a r r i s o n  had s p e n t  a year  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  move, a 

s t r a n g e  year  which had begun wi th  a f l u r r y  of a c t i v i t y  and 

promise and then  lapsed  i n t o  l i m b o .  Everyone w a s  a b l e  to  
read of the intended handover of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d u r i n g  Janu-  
a r y  and February 1905 i n  t h e  Daily C o l o n i s t .  The sappe r s  of 
48 ( S . M . )  Company RE and 2/44 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company RE were 

r e a s s u r e d  by t h e  same newspaper t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t o  be no 

change i n  the companies i n  1905. On 9 March, L ieu tenant -  

Colonel  C .E .  Engl i sh  R.G.A., t h e  g a r r i s o n  commander, made a 

p u b l i c  s t a t emen t  announcing 1 J u l y  1905, Dominion Day, a s  
the day on which Canada would assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  the 

Esquimalt  de fences .31  During March, l o c a l  p u b l i c  concern 
was aroused by r e p o r t s  of the shipment of t h e  submarine 

mines and mine f i e ld  s t o r e s .  Colonel  Engl ish  w a s  in te rv iewed 
by t h e  l o c a l  press and sought  to  r e a s s u r e  t h e  p u b l i c  that  
the defences  were no t  be ing  downgraded. Ev iden t ly ,  he was 

s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  t h e r e  w a s  no p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e t i t l i n g  
of 48 ( S . M . )  Company RE as  48 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company RE i n  
J u l y .  Some of the sappe r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  major m i l i t i a  

e x e r c i s e  of the year  i n  t h e  Victor ia /Oak Bay a r e a  on 2 7  

June,  b u t  t h e  g a r r i s o n  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  i n a c t i v e  m i l i t a r i l y  
w i t h  none of the r e h e a r s a l  and t e s t i n g  of the  Defence Scheme 
which had occur red  i n  p rev ious  y e a r s .  On 1 J u l y  t h e  t r a -  

d i t i o n a l  Dominion Day gun s a l u t e ,  p r ev ious ly  f i r e d  by t h e  



Royal Navy, was f i r e d  by t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a ,  5 t h  B . C .  Regi- 

ment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  When ques t ioned  by t h e  Local 

p r e s s ,  n e i t h e r  Lieutenant- Colonel  Eng l i sh ,  nor L ieu t enan t -  

C o l o n e l  H o l m e s ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Commander, had r ece ived  o r d e r s  

f o r  t h e  move of t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  o r  f o r  t h e  Canadian 

takeover  of  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 3 2  For t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  t h e  1 
J u l y  1905 marked the beginning of a pe r iod  of t e n  months of 

w a i t i n g  wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no a c t i v i t y  o r  in format ion .  There i s  
no evidence t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any l o c a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

of the agreement between B r i t a i n  and Canada which had 

a r ranged  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r i m  pe r iod  be fo re  t h e  f i n a l  handover.  

Members of the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  were given the o p t i o n  

o f  t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  t h e  Canadian s e r v i c e  i n s t e a d  of r e t u r n i n g  

t o  England with  their u n i t s .  O f f i c e r s  who vo lun teered  would 

be Loaned from t h e  Br i t i sh  s e r v i c e .  Other ranks were t r a n s-  

f e r r e d .  Three o f f i c e r s  and t h i r t y- s e v e n  o t h e r  ranks  of t h e  

Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  had vo lun teered  by the end of 

October 1905. - See Appendix B .  There w e r e  t h i r t y- o n e  volun- 

teers from the Royal Engineers  of t h e  g a r r i s o n .  The majori- 

t y  of the gunners and some of the sappers  would simply be  
t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  Work P o i n t  b a r r a c k s  t o  t h e  new Canadian u n i t s  

of  the g a r r i s o n  when t h e y  were formed whi le  the remainder 

would t r a n s f e r  t o  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s  i n  Canada. 

O n  20 March 1906, t h e  Gorps of Royal Canadian Engineers  

w a s  r eorganized  on a new, i n c r e a s e d  e s t ab l i shmen t  of 2 5  

o f f i c e r s  and 368 o t h e r  r anks ,  au tho r i zed  t o  a l low the f o r-  

mation of new companies i n  H a l i f a x  and Esquimal t .  The Corps 

h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s t a f f  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  remained i n  Ottawa 

w i t h  1 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company a t  H a l i f a x ,  2 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company 

s p l i t  between London, Toronto,  Kingston and S t .  Johns  P.Q., 
and 3 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company a t  E s q u i m a l t .  T h e  l a t t e r  w o u l d  be 
c a l l e d  a detachment u n t i l  1909,33 probably because it w a s  



c o n s i d e r a b l y  under s t r e n g t h  when assembled i n  1906 and 

remained so f o r  some t i m e .  
E v e n t u a l l y ,  1 May 1906 w s  t o u t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s  as 

t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  Esquimalt  defences  would be handed 
ove r .  On the day t h e  Da i ly  C o l o n i s t  r e p o r t e d  tha t  t h e  

g a r r i s o n  had r ece ived  no o r d e r s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  and quoted an 
o f f i c e r  as say ing :  

W e  have  been humbugged a good deal about  t h i s  
matter.  For weeks w e  have been expec t ing  a d v i c e  

of t h e  change b u t  no in format ion  i s  given u s .  Our 

goods are packed up ready f o r  d e p a r t u r e  and some 
of us have sold  o u r  e f f e c t s ,  o t h e r s  are about to  

s e l l ,  and w e  are l i v i n g  i n  a haphazard way, d a i l y  
expec t ing  news of w h a t  is t o  be done. S ince  the 

Imperial o r d e r s  w e r e  r ece ived  some t i m e  ago t o  
p r e p a r e  t o  t u r n  over t h e  g a r r i s o n  t o  the Canadian 

government w e  have sought i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  

Canadian government b u t  no answer is vouchsafed t o  

any communication and the s i t u a t i o n  i s  unp leasan t  
t o  s a y  the l e a s t . . . . a l l  work has  been suspended 
and no th ing  f u r t h e r  has  been done than  t o  keep the 

guns and g e n e r a l  equipment of  defences  from 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n . . . .  34 

Indeed,  the mounting of the  9 . 2  inch  guns i n  t h e  prepared  
emplacements had been s topped on o r d e r s  from O t t a w a .  I t  

would be a n o t h e r  s i x  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t hey  were mounted. But, 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  as the s i t u a t i o n  w a s  on 1 May, it w a s  j u s t  as 

w e l l  t h a t  t h e  g a r r i s o n  w a s  packed and ready on that  d a t e  f o r  
when orders came a few days l a t e r  the g a r r i s o n  w a s  expected 

t o  handover and move w i t h i n  a week. 



The handover was o rde red  f o r  7-10 May 1906,  w i t h  t h e  

E r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  due t o  l eave  on 1 2  May on the City - of 
Nanaimo t o  Vancouver, thence  t o  Montreal by t r a i n ,  t o  c r o s s  

t h e  A t l a n t i c  on t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  s teamer  E m p r e s s  - of  
B r i t a i n .  On Monday, 7 May, 5 Company Royal Canadian Garri- 

son A r t i l l e r y  w a s  formed i n  Work Po in t  ba r r acks  wi th  t r a n s-  

fers from 58 Company Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y . 3 5  L i e u t e n a n t  

P.  E l l i s t o n  former ly  o f  58 Company commanded t h e  new company 

w i t h  Sergeant  Major Warder as Company Sergeant  Major. Lieu- 

t e n a n t  E l l i s t o n  and Sergeant  Major A. Mulcahy of t h e  
D i s t r i c t  S t a f f  began the takeover  of  the f o r t s  complete w i t h  

t h e i r  guns,  s t o r e s  and ammunition on t h e  same day. F o r t  

Macaulay w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  on Monday, 7 May, Duntze Head and 
Black Rock the nex t  day, F o r t  Rodd H i l l  on Wednesday, and 

S i g n a l  H i l l  on Thursday,  10  May. Meanwhile, t h e  B r i t i s h  
u n i t s  were f i n i s h i n g  the i r  packing,  o f f i c e r s  and f a m i l i e s  

w e r e  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  e f fec ts ,  and t h e  c i t y  of V i c t o r i a  bade 
the g a r r i s o n  f a r e w e l l  du r ing  a g a l a  evening.  

The mood of the c i t y  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a r e s o l u t i o n  by 

c i t y  c o u n c i l  passed s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  f a r e w e l l  evening and 

i t s  respect f o r  the g a r r i s o n  w a s  marked by a p i e c e  of 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  s i l v e r w a r e  d i sp l ayed  i n  the window of Messrs. 
Chal lon and M i t c h e l l ,  jewel lers ,  of Government Street. The 

r e s o l u t i o n  began: 

Therefore  be it re so lved  t h a t  t h i s  c o u n c i l  deem i t  

f i t t i n g  t o  express the unfeigned r e g r e t  which is  

shared by a l l  c l a s s e s  of  the community a t  t h e i r  

d e p a r t u r e ,  the h i g h  e s t i m a t i o n  i n  which both 

o f f i ce r s  and men have always been held by the 

c i t i z e n s ,  and the s e n s e  of loss f e l t  a t  t h e  

thought  t h a t  the r e l a t i o n s  which have e x i s t e d  so 
long and so h a p p i l y  between them should so soon be 
s e v e r e d . . .  36 



TS mark the occasion, the city had commissioned a silver cup 
of ornate design engraved with the Imperial and provincial 
coats of arms, some three feet in height on its base. A 
series of silver shields on the base were engraved with the 
badges of every unit of the garrison and a suitable in- 
scription. - See Figure 15. The cup exists today. 

The presentation of the cup was the highlight of the 
gala evening held at the militia drill hall on Menzies 
Street on Wednesday, 9 May. Mayor Morley led Lieutenant 
Governor Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniere and other dis- 
tinguished guests into the packed hall shortly after 7:45 
p.m. After one or two preliminary programme items, the 
Mayor formally presented the cup to the garrison commander, 
Lieutenant-Colonel English. In his reply Colonel English 
announced: 

I propose to send the cup to the United Service 
Institution in London, where it will remain in 
evidence for future generations of soldiers, as a 
token of our service in Canada and a momento, by 
means of the shields on the plinth, that we were 
the last of the Imperial forces to leave this 
great country. It will also continue to bear 
witness to the cordial relations and good- 
fellowship which have always existed between the 
citizens of Victoria and the military garrison.37 

There were further presentations -of the Vancouver Island 
Football Association cup and British Columbia Championshp 
medals won by the garrison team. At about 9 p.m., with the 
formal speeches and presentations over, the programme was 
taken over by the militia gunners who had planned a typical 
Victorian smoking concert, with a series of songs and acts 



performed whi le  t h e  members of t h e  g a r r i s o n  and t h e i r  h o s t s  

smoked and drank.  I t  was a memorable occas ion  enjoyed by 

a l l .  
A t  t h e  end of t h e  very  busy week, j u s t  2 4  hours  b e f o r e  

t h e  scheduled d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e  p l a n  was changed. The g a r r i s o n  

w a s  rescheduled  t o  l eave  on t h e  17  May, a f i v e  day pos t-  

ponement. The t r o o p s  were t o  be commanded dur ing  t h e  

journey by Major E.H. Bland R . E . ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Engl i sh  

hav ing  a p p l i e d  f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  Canadian s e r v i c e  and been 

ordered  e a s t .  Capta in  R.L. Muspratt-Williams of 58 Company 
Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  who had married l o c a l l y  a M i s s  

Drake, n i e c e  of M r .  J u s t i c e  Drake, a year  p r e v i o u s l y ,  had 

a l s o  a p p l i e d  f o r  t r a n s f e r  b u t  had rece ived  no r e p l y .  Packed 

and ready t o  go wi th  h i s  company he  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  o rde red  

t o  command t h e  new 5 Company Royal Canadian Gar r i son  A r -  

t i l l e r y  j u s t  h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  f i n a l l y  

s a i l e d .  38 
On Thursday 1 7  May 1906, t h e  s teamer  Charmer sl ipped 

her l i n e s  and eased away from t h e  wharf a t  the f o o t  of 
B e l l e v i l l e  S t r e e t ,  Vic to r ia ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  l as t  B r i t i s h  Army 

g a r r i s o n  t o  l e a v e  Canada. The t r o o p s  had been roused e a r l y  

i n  Work Poin t  b a r r a c k s  and had marched to  the co rne r  of Head 

S t ree t  and Esquimal t  Road. There they  had boarded s p e c i a l  

c a r s  on t h e  tramway t o  r ide  t o  t h e  wharf.  A s  t h e  t r o o p s  

embarked, Premier McBride, Mayor Morley, aldermen of t h e  

c i t y  and o f f i c e r s  of t h e  m i l i t i a  s a i d  goodbye to t he  o f f i -  
cers whi le  t h e  m i l i t i a  band provided s u i t a b l e  music and the 

s i z e a b l e  crowd p e r i o d i c a l l y  broke i n t o  cheers  and s h o u t s  of 

f a r e w e l l .  When t h e  Charmer's mooring ropes  were c a s t  o f f  

the band broke i n t o  t h e  s t r a i n s  of Auld Lang Syne. The 

crowd r a i s e d  i t s  vo ices  t o  s i n g  t h e  words and cheer  u n t i l  

the ship s l i d  from view. T h e  s ing ing  and m u s i c  ended. A r m s  

were lowered. In t h e  sudden s i l e n c e  t h e  crowd and o f f i c i a l s  

d i s p e r s e d .  The B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  w a s  gone. 



The Charmer took  them t o  Vancouver where t hey  boarded 

t h e  t r a i n  f o r  Montreal .  They c rossed  t h e  A t l a n t i c  aboard 
the s teamer  V i r g i n i a n .  I n  England, bo th  58  Company Royal 

Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  and 48 Company Royal Engineers  w e r e  d i s -  

banded, t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men be ing  d i s p e r s e d  t o  o t h e r  

u n i t s .  I t  w a s  the f i n a l  act of t h e  t h i r t e e n  yea r  h i s t o r y  of 

the B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  a t  Esquimal t .  



J3 X 

Appendix A - Brief biographies of officers of the British 
garrison at Esquimalt 1899-1906 

Royal Garrison Artillery 

2nd Lieutenant Vernon Moore Allen 
Born 13 February 1882. 2nd Lieutenant 2 Decen ?r 1900. 
Lieutenant 26 September 1903. Served with 83 Company at 
Esquimalt 17 February-29 December 1903. Captain 21 December 
1913. 

Lieutenant Vernon Lemuel Beer 
Born 21 April 1872. Royal Military College of Canada. 2nd 
Lieutenant 17 November 1894. Bermuda October 1895-October 
1897. Lieutenant 17 November 1897. Halifax N.S. October 
1897-September 1899. Served with 19 Company at Esquimalt 
29 September 1899-October 1900. Western Australia October 
1900-October 1903. Captain 29 September 1900. Gibraltar 
April 1906-November 1907. Hong Kong November 1907-November 
1910. Major 30 October 1914. Adjutant Special Reserves 
28 May 1911-27 May 1914. Instructor in Gunnery 22 November 
1914-25 November 1917. 

2nd Lieutenant Arthur Hillyard Cameron 
Born 29 April 1882. 2nd Lieutenant 18 August 1900. Bermuda 
October 1900-November 1901. Served with 21 and 83 Companies 

at Esquimalt 1 December 1901-29 December 1903. Lieutenant 
26 June 1902. Hong Kong December 1903-May 1904. India May 
1904-September 1913. Captain 18 August 1913. 



Captain Peter Elliston 
Born 12 July 1877. 2nd Lieutenant 28 March 1900. Bermuda 
October 1900-December 1901. Lieutenant 3 April 1901. 
Halifax December 1901-December 1903. Served with 58 Company 
at Esquimalt 30 December 1903-4 April 1906. Reserve of offi- 
cers 4 April 1906. 5 Company R.C.G.A., Esquimalt 1906- 
1910. Died in Victoria, B.C., 1 August 1910. 

Major Charles Ernest English 
Born 25 February 1861. Lieutenant 27 July 1880. Captain 
14 January 1884. Served with 3rd Mounted Rifles in 
Bechuanaland Field Force November 1884-August 1885. 
Professor at R.M.C. Canada September 1891-August 1898. 
Major 8 September 1898. Bermuda October 1898-December 
1901. Halifax December 1901-December 1903. Commanded 58 
Company at Esquimalt 30 December 1903-April 1906 and was 
Garrison Commander during the same period. Canadian 
Permanent Militia April 1906-January 1913. 
Lieutenant-Colonel 15 July 1908. Colonel 7 March 1912. 
Half pay 15 July 1913. Retired pay 4 February 1914. 

Lieutenant John Alexander Geary 
Born 16 October 1877. 2nd Lieutenant 28 March 1900. 
Lieutenant 3 April 1901. Bermuda December 1901-April 1903. 
Halifax April 1903-December 1903. Served with 58 Company at 
Esquimalt 30 December 1903-September 1905. Captain 
17 August 1912. Major 26 July 1913. Transferred from Royal 
Garrison Artillery to Royal Artillery 16 August 1920. 

Lieutenant Alfred John Reginald Gregory 
Born 17 November 1882. 2nd Lieutenant 21 December 1900. 
Served with 19 Company at Esquimalt, February 1901-3 
December 1901. Hong Kong December 1901-November 1902. 
Singapore November 1902-May 1904. Lieutenant 23 September 
1903. North China May 1904-October 1905. Aden January 
1907-August 1907. India August 1907-February 1911. Captain 
21 December 1913. 



..a jor William Gurdon 
Born 16 April 1862. Lieutenant 26 July 1881. India March 
1882-October 1883. Captain 19 March 1890. Malta January 
1897-September 1898. Gibraltar September 1898-December 
1899. Major 1 November 1899. Bermuda March 1900-November 
1901. Commanded 21 and 83 Companies at Esquimalt 1 December 
1901-29 December 1903. Hong Kong December 1903-September 
1904. Retired 12 July 1905. 

Captain Arthur Estcourt Harrison 
Born 21 January 1865. Lieutenant 9 December 1884. 
Gibraltar April 1885-October 1885. Bermuda October 1885- 
November 1886. Captain 4 January 1895. Bermuda March 1900- 
August 1901. Served with 21 and 83 Companies at Esquimalt 
1 December 1901-29 December 1903. Major 15 December 1903. 
Gibraltar February 1904-July 1905. Retired 17 July 1905. 

Lieutenant Paul Perram Langdon 
Born 5 November 1868. 2nd Lieutenant 17 February 1888. 
Malta April 1888-December 1889. Singapore December 1889- 
March 1895. Lieutenant 17 February 1891. Malta March 1895- 
April 1895. West Africa June 1895-June 1896. India 
December 1896-January 1899. Served with 19 Company at 
Esquimalt 29 September 1899-3 December 1901. Hong Kong 
December 1901-. Retired-pay 3 January 1904. Died Polzeath, 
Cornwall, England, 24 July 1907. 

Captain William Alleyne MacBean 
Born 13 October 1863. Lieutenant 14 February 1883. Captain 
4 November 1891. Staff Captain (Intelligence) July 1894- 
December 1896. Deputy Assistant Adjutant General (Intelli- 
gence) January 1897-August 1898. Served with 19 Company at 
Esquimalt 29 September 1899-February 1900. Major 13 Febru- 
ary 1900. Brigade Major Royal Artillery Woolwich, February 
1900-February 1903. Deputy Assistant Quartermaster 



General October 1904-January 1908. Lieutenant Colonel 1 
October 1909. South Africa October 1911-December 1911. 
India December 1911-1914. Colonel 2 June 1913. Half pay 
late Royal Artillery Staff 21 November 1915. Retired pay 
5 February 1916. 

Captain R.J. Macdonald 
Born 29 January 1867. R.M.C. Canada. 2nd Lieutenant 6 July 
1887. Lieutenant 6 July 1890. Captain 19 October 1897. 
Served with 19, 21 and 83 Companies at Esquimalt March 1900- 
10 December 1903. Major 12 May 1906. Malta December 1909- 
1914. Lieutenant-Colonel 30 October 1914. Awarded D.S.O. 
during World War I. Half pay 30 October 1919. Retired pay 
30 April 1920. 

2nd Lieutenant Octavius Rodney Everard Milman 
Born 23 April 1882. 2nd Lieutenant 13 August 1900. Bermuda 
October 1900-November 1901. Served with 21 and 83 Companies 
at Esquimalt 1 December 1901-29 December 1903. Lieutenant 
5 September 1902. Hong Kong December 1903-December 1904. 
India December 1904-December 1908. Captain 18 August 1913. 

Captain Reginald Lawford Musprat-Williams 
Born 29 December 1869. 2nd Lieutenant 1 November 1890. 
South Africa May 1891-August 1894. Lieutenant 1 November 
1893. Mauritius August 1894-December 1897. Malta December 
1897-February 1899. Captain 14 October 1899. Halifax April 
1902-December 1903. Served with 58 Company at Esquimalt 
30 December 1903-17 May 1906. Canadian permanent militia 
June 1906-May 1908. Major 20 May 1911. Ceylon October 
1912-1914. Lieutenant Colonel 1 May 1917. Retired pay 
1 November 1921. 

Captain Dighton Gordon Probyn 
Born 11 December 1869. 2nd Lieutenant 14 February 1890. 
Lieutenant 14 February 1893. India January 1893-January 
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Figure Legends 

1 Sketch Map showing the main geographic features of the 
Victoria-Esquimalt area. (Drawn by Author.) 

2 19 Company Western Division Royal Garrison Artillery. 
(Fort Rodd Hill Collection.) In Work Point barracks 
c. 1900. 

3 83 Company Royal Garrison Artillery. (Provincial 
Archives of British Columbia.) The company is paraded 
in dress and equipment introduced for the Royal 
Artillery in 1902. Work Point barracks, Esquimalt, c. 
1903. Buildings in background left to right are married 
quarters, fence and gate, cricket pavilion with roof of 
guard room visible, Royal Engineer library. 

4 Officers of 83 Company Royal Garrison Artillery at Work 
Point barracks, Esquimalt, c. 1903. (Provincial 
Archives of British Columbia.) From left to right: 2nd 
Lieutenant O.R.E. Milman, Lieutenant A.H. Cameron, 
Captain ? , Major W. Gurdon, Lieutenants T.A. Whyte, 
C.G. Sladen. 

5 Work Point barracks, Esquimalt, c. 1903. (Provincial 
Archives of British Columbia.) Top: General Offices, 
Officers quarters, gun shed. Bottom; 83 Company Royal 
Garrison Artillery paraded for inspection in front of 
accommodation. 



. 

6 Work Point barracks c. 1903, after expansion to 
accommodate enlarged British garrison (Provincial 
Archives of British Columbia). Upper captioned 
photograph of newly completed brick buildings. Lower 
photograph of original accommodation for C Battery 
Canadian Artillery, occupied by Royal Marine Artillery 
Detachment 1893-99 and afterward until 1906 by Royal 
Engineers. 

7 Christmas Card of 58 Company Royal Garrison Artillery, 
1905, while stationed at Work Point barracks, 
Esquimalt. 
The personnel of the Company and their activities as 
well as local scenes and characters are depicted. Fort 
Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse appear in both scenes 
at the bottom of the card. 

(Provincial Archives of British Columbia). 

8 Sketch map showing the estimated location of the 
minefield and the position of Defence Electric Lights, 
Esquimalt, c. 1904. (Drawn by Author.) 

9 Diagram showing 100 pound electro-contact mine mooring 
and connection. (Royal Engineer Library, Chatham.) 

10 Christmas Card of the Royal Engineers stationed at Work 
Point barracks, Esquimalt, 1904 (Provincial Archives of 
British Columbia). Insets depict: Top left, officers. 
Top right, officers quarters'work Point barracks: Middle 
left, R.E. submarine mining vessels Beryl and Topaz 
moored in Esquimalt harbour. Middle centre, Companies 
and band in front of accommodation Work Point barracks: 
Middle right, first wooden bridge built over entrance to 
Lagoon as exercise at summer camp: Lower left, tug of 
war team: Lower centre left, N.C.0.s: Lower centre 



r i g h t ,  Commanding O f f i c e r s ,  Warrant O f f i c e r s  and 
Se rgean t s ;  Lower r i g h t ,  R . E .  Band. 

11 2/44 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company Royal Engineers ,  Esquimal t .  

February  1905. (Royal Engineers  L i b r a r y ,  C h a t h a m ,  

England. ) 

1 2  C h r i s t m a s  Card of the Royal Engineers ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Work 
P o i n t  b a r r a c k s ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  1905. ( P r o v i n c i a l  Archives  

of B r i t i s h  Columbia.) 

13 48 (Submarine Mining) Company and 44 ( F o r t r e s s )  Company 
Royal Engineers  wi th  t h e i r  band on parade ground Work 

P o i n t  b a r r a c k s ,  Esquimal t ,  c. 1906. ( P r o v i n c i a l  

Arch ives  of B r i t i s h  Columbia.) Accommodation h u t s  i n  
background.  Mounted o f f i c e r  is Major E.H. Bland R .E .  

Uniform i s  khaki  s e r v i c e  d r e s s  w i t h  Brodr ick cap. 

R i f l e s  a r e  L e e  E n f i e l d .  

14 O f f i c e r s  of E s q u i m a l t  g a r r i s o n  1906. ( F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

c o l l e c t i o n . )  

15 Cup p re sen ted  to  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  

g a r r i s o n  by the Mayor of V i c t o r i a  on 9 May 1906 on t h e  

o c c a s i o n  of t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of the g a r r i s o n .  ( F o r t  Rodd 

H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n . )  The cup is of s i l v e r ,  s t a n d s  about  3 

f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  and is i n s c r i b e d  "Presen ted  to  t h e  

Imperial Troops on the i r  d e p a r t u r e  from Canada by t h e  

c i t i z e n s  of Victor ia ."  The badges of t h e  va r ious  u n i t s  

of the g a r r i s o n  i n  s i l v e r  are arranged around t h e  base .  

The cup w a s  h e l d  by the United S e r v i c e  C l u b  i n  London i n  

1981. 



16 Militia Lineage Chart. (Drawn by Author.) 

17 Carriage Field R.M.L. 13-pdr. Mark I. (Royal Artillery 
Library, London, England.) Six of these guns were held 
in Work Point barracks, Esquimalt, 1893-1910. Two 
survive today outside Brigadier Murphy Armoury, Vernon, 
British Columbia. 

18 Carriage Field Machine Gun Infantry MAXIM Mark I.L. 
(Royal Artillery Library, London, England.) Six of 
these guns were part of the armament of the Esquimalt 
defences. 

19 Carriage Parapet Machine Gun MAXIM Mark 11. (Royal 
Artillery Library, London, England.) Six of these guns 
and mountings were part of the armament of the Esquimalt 
defences distributed among the coast batteries. 

20 Carriage Q.F. Recoil 6-pdr. Hotchkiss Mark I.L. (Royal 
Artillery Library, London, England.) Two of these guns 
were mounted in emplacements at Duntze Head, Esquimalt. 

21 Carriage Garrison Q.F. 12-pdr. (Mark I.) L. (Royal 
Artillery Library, London, England.) Guns of this type 
were mounted in Belmont, Black Rock and Duntze Head 
Batteries, Esquimalt. 

22 Carriage Garrison Disappearing B.L. 6-inch Mark IV 
Hydro-pneumatic for Mark IV gun. (Royal Artillery 
Library, London, England.) Guns of this type were 
mounted at Macaulay Point and Fort Rodd Hill. 
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~IIAGRAM SiiOYi ING 100 LB. E.C. M I N E ,  

CONNECTED UP AND LAID OUT ON FORK SYSTEM. 

23 INCM ATTACHMENT CHAIN 

-SHORT SLlNG lFOOr USED DOUBLE, CNOJ *o 
81 J/+ INCU SCREW SHACMLE. 

Y .spur THIMBLES. CA8LE MOORING 
RN 

SHACKLE.  
CAaLE AROUNO 

T H I M B L E .  

T h l M B L E .  

S E C T I O N  O F  C A B L E  T H l M B L E  
S H O W I N G  M E T H O D  O F  F l X l N G  S L l N C  

/VOTE. DISTANCE BETWEEN THIMBLES /MEASU.YED BETWEEN 7,+E POINTS Y ) 
ALLOWED FOR TIDE.  S E E  CHAPTER / I ,  v0L.fl. 
D-SFEET-JFEET+ X ,  WHERE x IS THE AI'OUNT OF SLACX ro BE 

2 i E N G T H  FROM CROWN TO POINT Y [UPPER) 

3 SCREW SHACKLES 

6'0" 
M? f SHOULD BE TIGHTLY SCREWED UP 

WITH A M A R L I N E  SPIKE AND WIRED.  
SHACXLES Ma 11 {WITH EXPANDING :VASHER) S.UCULD BE 

WIRED.  
SCREWED UP WITH A MARLINE SPIKE, Bur NEED Nor BE 

4. T k l P P I N G  . C H A I N S  AR€ ONLY USED FOR P R A C T I C E  A N D  
DRILL ;  T H E Y  SHOULD BE OMITTED F O R  D E F E N C E  M I N E S .  
WHEN USED THE L E N G T H  SHOULD BE D .+ 24'. 
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