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A b s t r a c t  

Th i s  i s  t h e  second i n  a series of s t u d i e s  which t o g e t h e r  w i l l  

r e l a t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  defence of V i c t o r i a  and Esquimal t .  

I t  beg ins  w i t h  a b r i e f  summary of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  which 

l ed  t o  t h e  Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement i n  1 8 9 3  t o  p l a c e  t h e  

f i r s t  permanent b a t t e r i e s  of  c o a s t  defence guns and a Royal 

Marine A r t i l l e r y  g a r r i s o n  a t  Esquimal t .  The backyround, 

t r a i n i n g ,  assembly and g a r r i s o n  l i f e  of t h e  marine detachment, 

and i t s  d rama t i c  e f fec t  upon t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  e x c e l l e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  communi- 

t y ,  are d e s c r i b e d  i n  some d e t a i l .  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  programme i s  recounted a l s o :  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  comple- 

t i o n  of t h e  new 6- inch gun b a t t e r i e s  and submarine mining f ac-  
i l i t i e s ,  t h e  amendment o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  armament p l a n  and t h e  

work i n  hand a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The s t u d y  ends w i t h  an 

account  of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  London, England, which l e d  t o  a 
new Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement i n  1 8 9 9  and t h e  r e l i e f  of  t h e  

Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment a t  Esquimal t  by a new gar-  

r i s o n .  I t  i s  an account  of an impor t an t  p e r i o d  of change i n  

t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  defence of V i c t o r i a  and E s q u i r n a l t  when new 

a t t i t u d e s  were adopted ,  new equipment was i n s t a l l e d  and new 

s t a n d a r d s  were se t .  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Th i s  s t u d y  i s  t h e  second  i n  a series which, when complete,  w i l l  
p rov ide  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  defence of V i c t o r i a  and Esquimalt  t o  

1 9 5 7 .  The purpose o f  t h e  series i s  t o  p rov ide  h i s t o r i c a l  i n-  
format ion  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

Na t iona l  Historic Pa rk .  
The major a r c h i v a l  s o u r c e s  of i n fo rma t ion  used i n  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h i s  s t u d y  were t h e  P u b l i c  Records O f f i c e  and 
t h e  Royal Marines Museum i n  England, and t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Arch- 

i v e s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia. Endnotes are provided .  

A summary of t h e  e v e n t s  which l e d  t o  t h e  1893 B r i t i s h - C a -  

nadian  agreement t o  p r o v i d e  a marine g a r r i s o n  and permanent 

defences  f o r  Esquimal t  i s  i n  t h e  pro logue .  Subsequent c h a p t e r s  

g ive  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  marine  g a r r i s o n  and of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  
a s s i g n e d  t o  man t h e  de fences ,  an account  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

under taken and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p roces s  of r e a p p r a i s a l  

which l e d  t o  a new Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement i n  1 8 9 9 .  An ep- 

i l o g u e  l i n k s  t h i s  s t u d y  w i t h  t h e  nex t  i n  t h e  series. 
For t h e  readers convenience a ske t ch  map o f  t h e  geograph- 

i c a l  f e a t u r e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  t e x t  is i nc luded  a t  F iqu re  1. 
There a r e  s e v e r a l  photographs  of t h e  marine g a r r i s o n ,  a few of 

t h e  m i l i t i a  and a l i n e a g e  c h a r t  t o  c l a r i f y  i t s  many organiza-  

t i o n a l  changes ,  drawings and photographs of t h e  armament and a 

series of p l a n s  of t h e  defence  works. M i l i t a r y  terms used i n  

t h e  t e x t  a r e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  a g los sa ry .  
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ADM 

BC 

BCBGA 

BL 

Bomb. 

B r  

CA 

CB 

CBE 

col S e r g t  

CMG 

corp, Corp l .  

CFE 

De tach t .  

DRF 

DS 0 

G r  

HM 

HMS 

L 

MD 

MG 

MK 

MO 

NCO 

Pd a / B r  

Pdr 
P d  L c e  S g t  

Acting Bombardier 

Admira l ty  
B r i t i s h  Columbia 

B r i t i s h  Columbia B a t t a l i o n  Of 
Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y  
Breech load ing  

Bombardier 

Bombardier 

Canadian A r t i l l e r y  

Commander o f  t h e  Order of t h e  
Bath 

commander of t h e  Order o f  t h e  
B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  

Colour S e r g e a n t  

Commander of t h e  Order of  S t .  
Michael and S t .  George 

c o r p o r a l  

Commander Royal Engineers  

Detachment 

Depression Range F inde r  

D i s t i ngu i shed  S e r v i c e  Order 

Gunner 

H e r  M a j e s t y ( ' s )  

H e r  Majesty's S h i p  

Pounds S t e r l i n g  

Doctor of Medicine 

Machine Gun 

Mark 

Marching Order 

Non Commissioned O f f i c e r  

Pa id  a c t i n g  Bombardier 

Pounder 

Pa id  Lance Se rgean t  



PRO 

QE 

QF 

BMs 
RE 

RGA 

RMA 

RM 

RML 

S e r g t  

thro  

P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e ,  London, 
England 

Q u a d r a n t  E l e v a t i o n  

Quick  F i r i n g  

Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  S e r g e a n t  
Royal Eng inee r s  

Royal G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  

Royal Marine A r t i l . l e r y ,  

Royal Marine(sf  

R i f l e d  muzzle l o a d i n g  

S e r g e a n t  
Through 



Chronology . ' 

May 1893 

18  August 1893 

1 9  August 1893 

August 1893 

29 August 1893 

3 September 1893 

Janua ry  1894 

24  January  1 8 9 4  

3 February 

29 March 

1 A p r i l  

1 May 

1894 

1894  

1894 

1 8 9 4  

Reorganiza t ion  of B . C .  B a t t a l i o n  
of Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y .  

Advance P a r t y  RMA a r r i v e  V i c t o r i a ,  
L i eu t enan t  Templer i n  command. 

C B a t t e r y  Canadian A r t i l l e r y  lea- 
ves V i c t o r i a .  

R . F .  Works O f f i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Work 
P o i n t  Barracks  by s t a f f  from Eng- 
land .  

Q.M.S.G. Reeve RE j o i n s  RE Works 
Ofifice a t  Work P o i n t  Ba r r acks .  

Major H . H .  Muirhead RE i n  Victoria  
t o  supe rv i se  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of de- 
f e n c e s .  

5 Company, B.C. B a t t a l i o n  o f  Gar- 
r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y  r a i s e d  i n  Vancou- 
v e r .  

L i eu t enan t  Governor Dewdney opens 
new d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies S t ree t ,  
V i c t o r i a ,  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  V i c t o r i a  
companies o f  t h e  B . C .  B a t t a l i o n  
of Garr ison A r t i l l e r y .  

RE Works O f f i c e  ca l l s  f o r  t e n d e r s  
f o r  l and  and wa te r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

Main body RMA a r r i v e  V i c t o r i a ,  
Major Rawstorne i n  command. 

F i r s t  p u b l i c  parade  of RMA; church 
parade t o  St. S a v i o u r ' s  g a r r i s o n  
church.  

L ieu t enan t  H.W. Gordon and twenty 
men o f  1 8 t h  ( F o r t r e s s )  Company RE 
a r r i v e  Vic to r i a  from H a l i f a x  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f o r t i f i -  
c a t i o n s  . 



10 J u n e  1894  

1 4  June 1 8 9 4  

22 June 1 8 9 4  

2 1  August 1 8 9 4  

5 September 1 8 9 4  

8 September 1894 

10 September - 1894 
1 4  September 

8 November 

1 2  November 

2 6  November 

December 

10 December 

1 4  December 

1894  

1 8 9 4  

1894 

1 8 9 4  

1 8 9 4  

1 8 9 4  

3 1  December 1 8 9 4  

Three 7-inchRML Macaulay P o i n t  
dismounted by t h i s  d a t e .  Guns 
r e t u r n e d  t o  England. 

Fune ra l  of Chief J u s t i c e  Matthew 
B a i l l i e  Begbie ,  RMA and m i l i t i a  
e s c o r t s .  

Major Rawstorne .promoted Breve t  
L ieu tenant- Colone l .  

Fune ra l  o f  Cap ta in  Smallfield,RMA 
and m i l i t i a  escorts. 

Not ice  of e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  l and  a t  
Macaulay P o i n t .  

4 Company B . C .  B a t t a l i o n  of Gar- 
r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  N e w  Wes tmins te r ,  
d isbanded.  

School  o f  A r t i l l e r y  B C e r t i f i c a t e ,  
r u n  by RMA f o r  m i l i t i a  gunners i n  
Vic to r ia  . 
I n s p e c t i o n  of FNA a t  Government 
House, V i c t o r i a ,  by Governor-Gen- 
e ra l .  

RMA guard  a t  opening o f  Legisla-  
t i v e  Assembly ,  V i c t o r i a .  

38 a c r e s  o f  l and  a t  Rodd H i l l  pur- 
chased from C e c i l i a  E .  Young f o r  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  

Bro the r s  I s l a n d  B a t t e r y  d i smant led  
by t h i s  d a t e .  

6- inch gun a r r ives  V i c t o r i a .  

Major General  I . C .  Herber t  Genera l  
Off icer  Commanding t h e  Canadian 
Mi l i t ia  i n s p e c t s  m, f o r t i f i c a -  
t i o n s ,  m i l i t i a  and School of  A r-  
t i l l e r y  c o u r s e .  

N e w  works o f f i c e  completed i n  Work 
P o i n t  Ba r r acks .  



December 1 8 9 4  

18  February 1895 

1 3  A p r i l  1895 

2 2  A p r i l  1895 

25 May 1895 

4 June 1895 

9 June 1895 

6 September 1895 

October 1895 

28 December 1895 

January  1896 

1 2  March 1 8 9 6  

30 March 1 8 9 6  

29 A p r i l  1896 

Suraeon A . S . G .  B e l l  t o  HMS < ~~ 

Imperieuse f o r  du ty  wi th  RMA D e -  
t a c h m e X E s q u i m a l t .  

Gnr. H. Reynolds RMA d i e s  i n  Roy- 
a l  Navy h o s p i t a l ,  Esquimal t .  

4 Company, B . C .  B a t t a l i o n  of G a r -  
r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y ,  N e w  Westminster ,  
reformed . 
Author i ty  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Up- 
per & Lower B a t t e r i e s  and Case- 
mate Bar racks ,  F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  

Sham F i g h t ,  Beacon H i l l ,  w i t h  
RMA m i l i t i a  and n a v a l  f o r c e s .  
Ce leb ra t ion  of Queens b i r t h d a y .  

School of A r t i l l e r y  A C e r t i f i c a t e  
Course f o r  seven m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y  
o f f i c e r s  r u n  by RMA i n  Vic to r ia  
ends .  

Nine  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  Detachment 
a r r i v e  V i c t o r i a  from England. 

Cons t ruc t ion  beg ins  a t  F o r t  Rodd 
H i l l  w i th  Lower B a t t e r y .  

Capt .  Templer RMA leaves Esqui- 
m a l t  on s i c k  l e a v e .  

B .C. B a t t a l i o n  of Gar r i son  A r t i l -  
l e r y  r e t i t l e d  5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  

Martini-Henry r i f l e s  r e p l a c e  Long 
S n i d e r ,  5 th  B r i t i s h  Columbia Reg- 
iment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  

Five 6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns and 
mountings unloaded from S .S .  
Charmer V i c t o r i a  ha rbour .  

Report on Elec t r ic  L i g h t s  and 
Quick F i r i n g  guns by Major Muir- 
head RE and L ieu tenan t  Boothby, 
RN . 
Master Gunner Wild and Se rgean t  
Armament A r t i f i c e r  Watson of RGA 
a r r i v e  V i c t o r i a  t o  s u p e r v i s e  mount- 
i n g  of 6-inch guns a t  Rodd H i l l  
and Macaulay P o i n t .  



26 May 1896 

2 7  May 1896 

7 J u n e  

June 

1 6  J u n e  

1896 

1896 

1896 

3 J u l y  1896 

3-7 August  1896 

August  1896 

October 1896 

11 December 1896 

December 1896 

S i x  13- pdr  RML f i e l d  guns a t  
Work P o i n t  B a r r a c k s  by  t h i s  
d a t e .  

B i g g e s t  ever sham f i g h t  and 
m i l i t a r y  p a r a d e  a t  Macaulay 
P o i n t  cancelled w i t h  news of 
P o i n t  E l l i c e  bridge d i s a s t e r .  

Ammunition moved from Beacon 
H i l l  magazine  t o  Work P o i n t  
B a r r a c k s .  . .  

School  of A r t i l l e r y  B C e r t i -  
f i c a t e  course  f o r  companies 
o f  5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia  Re-  
giment  Canadian A r t i l l e r y  i n  
Vancouver c o m p l e t e d .  Run by 
RMA. 

R e a r - A d m i r a l  Henry S t .  Leger 
Bury P a l l i s e r  t a k e s  o v e r  from 
Rear-Admiral Henry F r e d e r i c k  
S tephenson ,  C.B. as  Commander- 
in- Chie f  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n .  

One 6- inch  qun mounted a t  
Rodd H i l l .  

Canadian A r t i l l e r y  team w i n s  
Q u e e n ' s  p r i z e  i n  g a r r i s o n  ar-  
t i l l e r y  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a t  Shoe- 
b u r y n e s s ,  England,  f i r i n g  64-  
p d r  RML. Members of  5 t h  B.C.  
Regiment Canadian  A r t i l l e r y  
i n  t e a m .  

Schoo l  of A r t i l l e r y  A C e r t i -  
f i c a t e  course  r u n  by RMA f o r  
o f f i c e r s  of 5 t h  B r i t i s h  C o l -  
umbia Regiment Canadian A r-  
t i l l e r y ,  i n  Vancouver,  com- 
p l e t e d .  

C o l o n i a l  Defence  C o m m i t t e e  
r ev iews  E s q u i m a l t  de fence .  

6- inch  guns  mounted a t  Mac- 
a u l a y  P o i n t  by t h i s  d a t e .  

Commander-in-Chief P a c i f i c  
Squadron comments on l a c k  o f  
c lear  command and r e s p o n s i-  
b i l i t y  f o r  E s q u i m a l t  de fence .  



8 January  1 8 9 7  

1 February- 1 8 9 7  
J u l y  

May 1 8 9 7  

3 1  May 

20 June 

15  Ju ly-  
1 August 

3 1  J u l y  

1 8 9 7  

1897 

1 8 9 7  

1 8 9 7  

2 2  October 1897 

30 October 1 8 9 7  

1 November 1 8 9 7  

30 November 1 8 9 7  

15 December 1 8 9 7  

Co lon ia l  S e c r e t a r y  memorandum 
t o  B r i t i s h  c a b i n e t .  Review of 
g a r r i s o n  and of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  Esquimalt  defence .  

6- inch gun d r i l l  i n s t r u c t i o n  
by RMA f o r  m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y ,  
V i c t o r i a .  

L i eu t enan t-  Co lone  1 R a w s  t o r  ne 
hands ove r  command of RMA de- 
tachment t o  Major W.F. Trot te r  
M A  and commanh of t h e  g a r r i s o n  
t o  Lieutenant-Colonel  H . H .  Muir- 
head RE. 

Co lon ia l  Defence Committee re- 
commendations on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  Esquimal t .  

Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  Diamond Jub- 
i l ee .  

Course and reexaminat ion o f  cer- 
t i f i c a t e  ho lde r s  on armament and 
DRF by RMA. 

5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia Regiment 
Canadian A r t i l l e r y  r eo rgan ized  
w i t h  two b a t t a l i o n s  of t h r e e  
companies each c e n t r e d  on V i c -  
t o r i a  and Vancouver. 

First f i r i n g  F o r t  Rodd H i l l  6 -  
i n c h  guns by RMA. 

F i r s t  f i r i n g  Macaulay P o i n t  6-  
i n c h  guns by RMA. 

L i e u t e n a n t  G.C.E.  E l l i o t t  RE 
from England r e p l a c e s  L ieu tenan t  
H.W. Gordon as O.C. detachment 
of  18 th  ( F o r t r e s s )  Company RE 
and Div is ion  O f f i c e r .  

Macaulay P o i n t  handed over  t o  
RMA. 

c o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ' s  recommen- 
d a t i o n s  on s c a l e  and respons i-  
b i l i t y  Esquimalt  defence .  



January  1898 

February 1898 

3 1  March 1898 

2 A p r i l  1898 

3 May 1898 

7 May 1898 

2 5  May 1898 

June 

4 J u l y  

1898 

1898 

1 September 1898 

3 September 1898 

5 October 1898 

HM Torpedo Boat Des t roye r s  
VIRAGO and SPARROWHAWK a r r i v e  
Esquimalt from England t o  
s t a y  u n t i l  1 9 0 4 .  

HMS EGERIA,  su rvey  Vessel, a r -  
r i ve s  Esquimalt  from China. 

O f f i c i a l  complet ion d a t e  Upper 
and Lower Bat te r ies  and Case- 
mate Barracks ,  Rodd H i l l .  Gun 
shed Work P o i n t . B a r r a c k s  hand- 
e d  over  t o  RMA. 

P l a n  f o r  m i n e f i e l d  a t  e n t r a n c e  
t o  Esquimalt  ha rbour  approved 
by Admiralty. 

Author i ty  g iven  t o  c o n s t r u c t  
Belmont B a t t e r y .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of eng ine  room, 
F o r t  Rodd H i l l ,  b e g i n s .  

Sham f i g h t  on Beacon H i l l .  V i c -  
t o r i a ,  Ce leb ra t ion  of Queen’s 
Bi r thday .  RMA and b o t h  b a t t a l -  
i o n s  of 5 t h  B . C .  Regiment Can- 
adian A r t i l l e r y  take p a r t  w i th  
RN . 
F i r s t  defence scheme f o r  Esqui- 
mal t , comple ted  and submi t t ed  t o  
Colonial  Defence Committee. 

5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia Regiment 
Canadian A r t i l l e r y  marches i n  
4 July  parade i n  S e a t t l e  by in-  
v i t a t i o n .  

Lieutenant- Colonel  H .H.  Muir-  
head hands over  g a r r i s o n  com- 
mand t o  Lieutenant- Colonel  A.  
Grant RE on l e a v i n g  s t a t i o n .  
Submarine mining e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
completed by t h i s  d a t e .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of B e l m o n t  B a t t e r y  
beg ins .  

Author i ty  r e c e i v e d  by t h i s  d a t e  
f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Black Rock 
Ba t t e ry .  S h e l l  and c a r t r i d g e  
s t o r e  i n  Work P o i n t  Barracks  



, 

15 October 1898 

5 November 1898 

1 0  November 1898  

1 February 1899 

9 March 1899 

20 March 

11 A p r i l  

2 0  May 

5 June  

27 June 

26 July 

1899 

1899 

1 8 9 9  

1899 

1899  

1899 

handed ove r  by t h i s  d a t e .  Sub- 
marine m i n i n g  S t o r e s  a r r i v e d  
by t h i s  d a t e .  Army Ordnance 
D e p o t  completed by t h i s  d a t e .  
I n s p e c t i o n  of a l l  works and 
b a r r a c k s  by L t .  Col .  C .  W i l -  
k i n son  RE t h e  CRE Canada. In-  
s p e c t i o n  of g a r r i s o n  and works 
by Gene ra l  Off icer  Commanding 
H a l i f a x ,  Lord Will iam Seymour. 

Black Rock 12-pdr b a t t e r y  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d .  

Macaulay P o i n t  6- inch guns 
f i r s t  f i r i n g  by V i c t o r i a  m i l -  
i t i a ,  Rodd H i l l  guns by Van- 
cover  m i l i t i a .  

I n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l  conference i n  
London dec ides  s i z e  of new gar- 
r i s o n  and terms of new c o s t  
s h a r i n g  t o  be proposed t o  Canada. 

New agreement p roposa ls  s e n t  t o  
Canada. 

S g t .  Major J. McArthur RE Fore- 
man of Works, Work P o i n t  Bar- 
r a c k s ,  ret ires,  r e t a i n e d  as 
pens ione r  Foreman o f  Works. 

R e a r - A d m i r a l  L e w i s  Anthony Beau- 
mont, appo in t ed  Commander-in- 
Chief P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n .  

P h i l l i p i n e  I s l a n d  annexed to  
U.S .A .  

NO.  1 Company, 5 t h  B.C. Regiment 
Canadian A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  13- 
pdr  RML f i e l d  guns a t  Beacon H i l l  

B e l m o n t  House p rope r ty  added t o  
F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  

Canadian approva l  of new agree-  
ment w i t h  B r i t a i n  f o r  defence 
o f  Esquimal t  for 1 0  y e a r s  com- 
mencing 30 September 1 8 9 9 .  

Reorganiza t ion  of 5 t h  B .C. Reg- 
iment  Canadian A r t i l l e r y :  1 Bat- 
t a l i o n  i n  Vic to r ia  becomes 5 t h  
B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  



9 September 1899 

22 September 1899  

28 September 1899 

wi th  s i x  companies, 2 Bat-  
t a l i o n  i n  Vancouver becomes 
6 t h  B a t t a l i o n  o f  R i f l e s .  

Advance p a r t y ,  seven RE sub-  
marine miners ,  l e a v e s  England 
f o r  Esquimal t .  

Advance p a r t y  of submarine 
miners a r r i v e s  i n  Victor ia .  

RMA Detachment, l e a v e s  V i c t o r i a  
f o r  England. 



Prologue 

The 1 8 9 3  agreement between Canada and B r i t a i n  which al lowed 

for  both a g a r r i s o n  and new permanent defences  a t  Esquimal t ,  

l i k e  many agreements ,  was a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  many d i f f e r e n t  

po in t s  of view. Perhaps  t h e  c l e a r e s t  and most c o n s i s t e n t  

view was t h a t  of t h e  Royal Navy. I t s  P a c i f i c  Squadron had de- 

veloped a s h o r e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  Esquimalt  a n d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  

of t h e  s t o r e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e  was cons ide red  t o  be essen-  

t i a l  t o  t h e  squadron ’ s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t i m e  of war. Gun b a t t e r -  

ies and an adequa te  g a r r i s o n  would prov ide  t h i s  s e c u r i t y .  

T h e r e  was a n o t h e r  view i n  London, England, which ques t ioned  

bo th  t h e  importance of Esquimalt  and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  
P a c i f i c  Squadron. I n  V i c t o r i a  and Ottawa t h e  arguments were 
f l avoured  wi th  p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  The 

deba te  ebbed and flowed from as e a r l y  a s  1854 u n t i l  1 8 9 3 .  The 

d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s  i s  recorded  elsewhere’, on ly  

a summary i s  i n c l u d e d  h e r e ,  a s  a prologue,  t o  set t h e  s t a g e  

for t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  g a r r i s o n  a t  E s -  

qu ima l t  from 1893  u n t i l  1899 .  
The nava l  view of t h e  importance of Esquimal t  w a s  g iven  

d e f i n i t i o n  and emphasis  by e v e n t s  dur ing  t h e  Crimean War. I n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  P a c i f i c ,  B r i t i s h  and French nava l  f o r c e s ,  seeking 

t o  c r i p p l e  t h e  Russian nava l  f o r c e  i n  t h e  area, launched an 
a s s a u l t  on t h e  Russian nava l  base a t  Pe t ropavlosk  iz the-Al- 

ewt i an  I s l a n d s  i n  1854. I t  was a bloody,  ill conducted and 

i n d e c i s i v e  a f f a i r .  Afterward,  t h e  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  anchored i n  

Esquimalt  ha rbour ,  t hen  no more than  a s h e l t e r e d ,  deep wate r  

anchorage,  t o  r e p l e n i s h  s t o r e s ,  t o  r e p a i r  damage caused by 

s h o t  and s h e l l  and t o  rest s a i l o r s  and mar ines .  Before t h e  
second a s s a u l t  on Petropavlosk a y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h r e e  s m a l l  wood- 
e n  h o s p i t a l  h u t s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Duntze Head, Esquimal t ,  

on t h e  o r d e r  of bhe admira l  commanding t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron. 

/ r r  
- 
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They were, i n  a s e n s e ,  a stamp of approva l  and r e c o g n i t i o n  

f o r  Esqu ima l t ' s  war time importance t o  t h e  squadron.  Other 

p o r t s  t h e  squadron normally used i n  peacet ime,  i n c l u d i n g  ba- 

ses i n  C a l l a o  and Va lpa ra i so  were n o t  as convenient  a s  E s -  

q u i m a l t  i n  a war a g a i n s t  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  enemy i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  

Russ i a ,  nor  cou ld  t h o s e  p o r t s  be  counted  upon a s  t h e  squad- 

ron  cou ld  coun t  upon Esquimal t ,  t h e  o n l y  port on B r i t i s h  ter- 
ri t o r y .  

When t h e  Crimean war was ove r ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron qui- 
c k l y  r e v e r t e d  t o  i t s  prev ious  r o u t i n e  p o l i c i n g  of B r i t i s h  

t r a d e  and commerce which was f a r  g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  sou the rn  and 

c e n t r a l  e a s t e r n  P a c i f i c  t han  it was i n  the n o r t h e a s t .  E s -  

q u i m a l t ,  so  f a r  a s  t h e  Royal Navy w a s  concerned,  was once 

a g a i n  a remote p a t r o l  s h i p  anchorage.  Only a n o t h e r  war or a 

s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  on t h e  

n o r t h e a s t  c o a s t  o f  North America cou ld  change t h e  degree  o f  

nava l  a t t e n t i o n  accorded t o  it. 
A s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  appeared,  q u i t e  suddenly ,  i n  1858, when 

thousands of miners  moved no r th  from C a l i f o r n i a  and t h e  O r e -  

gon T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t h e  F r a s e r  r i v e r .  They 
carried w i t h  them, i n  shee r  weight  o f  numbers as w e l l  as i n  
n a t i o n a l i t y ,  a threat  t o  B r i t i s h  s o v e r e i g n t y .  To many among 

t h e  f e w  B r i t i s h  t r a d e r s  and sett lers n o r t h  o f  t h e  49th para-  

l l e l  it seemed a r e p e a t  o f  t h e  c i r cums tances  which had l e d  

p r e v i o u s l y  t o  American sove re ign ty  over  t h e  Oregon terri- 
t o r y .  I f  t h i s  w e r e  n o t  enough, t h e  newcomers brought  w i t h  

them a t t i t u d e s  and r e p u t a t i o n s  which t h r e a t e n e d  t o  promote 

an I n d i a n  war and s e r i o u s l y  d i s r u p t  t h e  f u r  t r a d e ,  t hen  t h e  
major  commercial a c t i v i t y  no r th  of t h e  bo rde r .  

The suddeness ,  immediacy and s i z e  o f  t h e  crisis c a l l e d  

f o r  prompt a c t i o n  by t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
l o c a l  measures imposed by Governor J a m e s  Douglas. The Ad- 

m i r a l t y  o r d e r e d  two warships  and 165 men of t h e  Royal Marines 
L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  from China d i r e c t  t o  Esquimal t .  

a r r i v a l ,  t h e  a lmos t  c o i n c i d e n t a l  a r r i v a l  o f  a s i m i l a r  
number of Royal Engineers  from England,  and more warsh ips  of 

With t h e i r  



t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron, Esquimal t  assumed a new importance t o  
the navy a k i n  t o  t h a t  i t  had had i n  t h e  Crimean War. 

The go ld  rush  w a s  ex tended  by d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  go ld  f u r -  

t h e r  i n l a n d  and t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  opened t o  t r a d e  and se t t l e-  
ment behind t h e  mine r s .  It appeared a s  though t h e  f u t u r e  

emphasis f o r  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  P a c i f i c  must s h i f t  t o  
B r i t i s h  Columbia. The admi ra l  commanding t h e  P a c i f i c  Squa- 

dron  pe rce ived  t h i s  t o  be so and saw t h e  need to t u r n  ES- 

qu ima l t  i n t o  a base fo r  t h e  squadron f o r  bo th  peace and war.  

Between 1 8 6 0  and 1 8 6 7 ,  w i t h  Admiralty approv?J ,a  major b u i l -  

d ing  programme was under taken  a t  Esquimalt .  I t  i n c l u d e d  

s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  coal ,  ammunition and s u p p l i e s ,  a l a r -  

g e r  h o s p i t a l ,  and machine shops f o r  r e p a i r  and maintenance.  

By 1 8 7 1 ,  a f t e r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of  s t a f f  and s t o r e s  from t h e  

base  a t  Va lpa ra i so ,  Esquimal t  had become a major  s t a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron and Admiral ty  concern t h a t  it should  be  

p r o t e c t e d  from an enemy a t t a c k  had been expressed  i n  London, 

England. 
The c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  V i c t o r i a  were a l s o  concer-  

ned w i t h  defence .  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  

c o l o n i a l  c a p i t a l  and i t s  c h i e f  commercial po r t  w a s  of prime 

importance t o  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

They recognized  t h e  Royal Navy as t h e  primary p r o v i d e r  o f  

t h i s  s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  V i c t o r i a  was o f t e n  d e f e n c e l e s s  
because t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron 's  commitment t o  o t h e r  d u t i e s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  w i d e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  i t s  s h i p s .  A permanent 

g a r r i s o n  would be  much more r e a s s u r i n g .  The a u t h o r i t i e s  re- 
g u l a r l y  l o b b i e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  government f o r  a g a r r i s o n  and f o r  

t h e  permanent s t a t i o n i n g  o f  warsh ips  a t  Esquimal t .  
Behind t h e  genuine fear o f  a t t a c k  t h e r e  was a l s o  ano the r  

motive f o r  app ly ing  p r e s s u r e  on London t o  ma in t a in  a base  a t  
Esquimalt .  Local merchants  and government o f f i c i a l s  were 
v e r y  aware of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  role t h e  base p layed  i n  t h e  lo-  
cal  economy. I t  p rov ided  a ready and s t a b l e  market  and a 
sou rce  of employment; a s t a b l e  e lement  i n  t h e  boom and b u s t  



f l u c t u a t i o n s  o f  a c o l o n i a l  economy then  h e a v i l y  dependent u- 

pon g o l d  r u s h e s .  
So s t r o n g  were t h e s e  l o c a l  views t h a t  o b l i s a t i o n s  f o r  

Ottawa t o  pu r sue  t h e  matter of defence and f o r  it t o  make 

s t r o n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Imper i a l  government f o r  t h e  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  Royal Navy s t a t i o n  a t  Esquimal t  were i n-  

c l u d e d  i n  t h e  terms of t h e  con fede ra t ion  agreement  between 

V i c t o r i a  and O t t a w a  i n  1871.  
The Dominion government i n  O t t a w a  took t h e  f i r s t  p rac t-  

i c a l  s t e p  toward meet ing i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  immediately a f t e r  
c o n f e d e r a t i o n  when it extended i t s  m i l i t i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  

i n c l u d e  t h e  new province  of B r i t i s h  Columbia and r a i s e d  two 
companies of  i n f a n t r y  i n  V i c t o r i a .  A second s t e p  came two 

y e a r s  l a te r  when a p l a n  w a s  drawn up a t  m i l i t i a  headqua r t e r s  

i n  Ottawa which envisaged  c o a s t  b a t t e r i e s  s i t e d  t o  defend 

b o t h  Esquimal t  and V i c t o r i a  us ing  s u r p l u s  guns from the Es -  

q u i m a l t  n a v a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  

Meanwhile, i n  t h e  decade o f  t h e  1870's, the B r i t i s h  
Admiral ty  w a s  f a c i n g  a new and very s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  i t s  
nava l  supremacy ove r  t h e  wor ld ' s  o c e a n s ,  the r e s u l t  of 
sweeping t e c h n o l o g i c a l  changes i n  warsh ip  des ign  and opera-  

t i o n .  The days  o f  t h e  s a i l i n g  warsh ip  were ending .  The fu- 

t u r e  war sh ip  was c l e a r l y  going t o  be a h e a v i l y  gunned, a r -  

moured, coal f i r e d ,  steam dr iven  v e s s e l .  I t  would no longer  

b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  predic t  t h e  movement of enemy n a v a l  f o r c e s  i n  

accordance w i t h  wea the r ,  t i d e  and wind; a s team powered warship  
c o u l d  now s t r i k e  a t  w i l l .  The new l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  nava l  

o p e r a t i o n s  was coal supply .  Without a secure, s u f f i c i e n t  
and s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  supply,  the Royal Navy's o p e r a t i o n s  

would be s e v e r e l y  hampered i f  no t  imposs ib l e .  A world wide 

network of c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  was e s s e n t i a l .  The Admiralty 

drew up a l ist  of twelve such s t a t i o n s  i n  1877 ,  w i th  Esqui- 
m a l t  ranked e i g h t h ,  and b i d  f o r  a l l  twelve t o  be p r o t e c t e d  

w i t h  gun b a t t e r i e s  a g a i n s t  enemy r a i d e r s  s eek ing  t o  des t roy  

t h e  v i t a l  coal s u p p l i e s .  
L i t t l e  was done t o  provide t h e  defences  c a l l e d  f o r  be- 



f o r e  a cr is is  occu r red  i n  Anglo-Russian a f f a i r s  which brought  

t h e  t w o  n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  b r i n k  of war i n  1878 .  I n  t h e  emergen- 

cy t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  London formed a Co lon ia l  Defence Com- 

mittee,  t h e  M i l n e  Committee, a f t e r  i t s  chairman Admiral S i r  

Alexander Milne,  and charged  i t  wi th  t h e  t a s k  of t a k i n g  i m -  
media te  s teps t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  defence  of impor tan t  p o r t s  

and c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  throughout  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. Under 

i t s  d i r e c t i o n ,  the Admiral ty ,  Dominion a u t h o r i t i e s  and l o c a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  V i c t o r i a  were coo rd ina t ed  i n  a p l a n  which speed- 

i l y  produced t h e  f i r s t  coast defence b a t t e r i e s  f o r  t h e  p ro t ec-  

t i o n  of  Vic tor ia  and Esquimal t .  The  b a t t e r y  ear thworks  were 
r a i s e d  by l o c a l l y  h i r e d  l abour  under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of a Dom- 

i n i o n  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  D.T. I rw in ,  ap- 

p o i n t e d  by O t t a w a  and s e n t  from Kingston,  On ta r io .  The A d m i r -  

a l t y  l oaned  guns from Esquimal t  dockyard.  These were mounted 

i n  t h e  ear thworks  and manned by l o c a l  v o l u n t e e r s  formed as t h e  

V i c t o r i a  B a t t e r y  of Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  a m i l i t i a  u n i t .  

w i t h i n  t h r e e  months b a t t e r i e s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t :  

, 

Fin layson  P o i n t  - t w o  64-pdr RML 

Vic to r i a  (Nias )  P o i n t  - two 64-pdr RNL 

Macaulay P o i n t  - t h r e e  7-inch p j ~  

B r o t h e r s  (Deadmans) I s l a n d  - two 64-pdrRML 

I t  was no mean f e a t  t o  accomplish t h e  t a s k  i n  so s h o r t  a 
time when a l l  communication and t r a v e l  r o u t e s  t o  V i c t o r i a  

and Esquimal t  r a n  through t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  t o  the west and 

t h e n  n o r t h  from San F ranc i sco  by sea. 
Russian and B r i t a i n  d i d  n o t  go t o  w a r .  A s  soon a s  t h e  

c r i s i s  w a s  o v e r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  government began a sea rch  for  a 

more permanent s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem of defending t h e  coa l-  
i n g  s t a t i o n s  and p o r t s  o f  t h e  empi re .  A Royal Commission w a s  
appo in t ed  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  t h e  Carnarvon Commission a f t e r  i t s  c h a i r -  

man Lord Carnarvon. I t  m e t  r e g u l a r l y  du r ing  t h e  nex t  t h r e e  

y e a r s  i n  London, h e a r i n g  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  body of ev idence  

from m i l i t a r y ,  nava l  and armament e x p e r t s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c iv-  
il s e r v a n t s  and o t h e r s ,  and pub l i shed  i t s  recommendations i n  a 
series of r e p o r t s .  



Esquimal t  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  problem for  t h e  

c3mmission because of t h e  d ivergence  of views expressed  a t  

t h e  a m m i s s i o n @ s  h e a r i n g s .  The Admiralty viewed t h e  nava l  

s t a t i o n  a t  Esquimalt  a s  be ing  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of 

t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron i n  peace and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  war. A 

con t ra s t ing  view, stemming from a comparison of t r a d e  and 

commerce f i g u r e s  for  a l l  a r e a s  of t h e  Empire, saw l i t t l e  of 
v a l u e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  P a c i f i c  t h a t  warranted c o n s i d e r a b l e  
expense  on defence  and sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  Royal Navy's Pac- 

i f i c  Squadron i t s e l f  was unnecessary.  T h e  squadron could  be 

d i s p e r s e d  and i t s  Esquimalt  s t a t i o n  could be  abandoned. Then  

t h e r e  w a s  t h e  ev idence  of a more p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  g iven  by 

S i r  John A .  Macdonald, t h e  Canadian prime m i n i s t e r  H e  de- 

s c r i b e d  a developing Canadian n a t i o n  committed t o  completing 

a t r a n s  c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i lway  which would be  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  enp i r e  defence because i t  would p rov ide  a 

s p e e d i e r  re inforcement  r o u t e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  and t h e  F a r  
E a s t .  Such a c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  it w a s  sugges ted ,  could n o t  be  

i g n o r e d  when cons ide r ing  any o t h e r  demands which might be  

made upon Canada. I n  Macdonalds' view it would be  f o o l i s h  

f o r  t h e  Imper i a l  gmernment t o  abandon Esquimalt  because t h e  

new r a i l w a y  would b r i n g  a new importance and p r o s p e r i t y  t o  

t h e  area wi th  a t r a n s i t  p o r t  on t h e  s t r a t e g i c  r o u t e  and g r a i n  

sh ipments  from t h e  Canadian p r a i r i e .  I t  was a l s o  impor t an t ,  
Macdonald f e l t ,  t h a t  t h e  & m i s s i o n  should cons ide r  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  Canadian qvernment  had promised B r i t i s h  Columbia, 

a s  a t e r m  of  Confederat ion , t h a t  i t  would p r e s s  f o r  t h e  B r i t -  

i s h  r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  nava l  base  a t  Esquimalt and f o r  t h e  de- 

f e n c e  of bo th  Esquimalt  and V i c t o r i a .  With Canadian resour-  

ces a l r e a d y  committed t o  t h e  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  impor tan t  r a i l -  
way, t h i s  promise cou ld  o n l y  be  f u l f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of 
t h e  B r i t i s h  government. T o  deny suppor t  would be t o  damage 
t h e  f a b r i c  of Canadian c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  Macdonald w a s  p r e s s i n g  
v e r y  h a r d  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic arguments and wi th  ap- 

p e a l s  t o  t h e  Imper i a l  consc ience  f o r  t he  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  

Royal Navy presence i n  Esquimalt  a t  a minimal c o s t  to  t h e  



Dominion. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  commission was p r e s e n t e d  wi th  more 

t e c h n i c a l  arguments from m i l i t a r y ,  nava l  and armament e x p e r t s  

about t h e  s c a l e  and t y p e  of defence needed a t  Esquimal t .  Some 

argued f o r  a h e a v i l y  gunned f o r t r e s s  which cou ld  be  expec ted  

t o  ho ld  o u t  i n ' t h e  f a c e  of a f u l l  s c a l e  American a t t a c k ,  a t  
l e a s t  u n t i l  r e l i e v e d  by a f o r c e  us ing  the new ra i lway  a c r o s s  

Canada. Others  a rgued  t h a t  Esquimalt  would be  i n d e f e n s i b l e  

i n  t h e  face of a s e r i o u s  American a t t a c k ,  t h a t  t h e  r a i lway  

l i n k  cou ld  e a s i l y  be c u t  by smal l  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s ,  and t h a t  
ESqUimalt need on ly  be defended by guns o f  s u f f i c i e n t  c a l i -  

bre and q u a n t i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  it from a r a i d i n g  f o r c e  of no 
m o r e  t han  one o r  two modern Russian c r u i s e r s .  

The Carnarvon Commission's r e p o r t  and recommendations 

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d i v e r s e  views expressed  a t  i t s  h e a r i n g s .  The 

Commission sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron should be 

moved t o  t h e  China s t a t i o n  and Esquimalt  nava l  s t a t i o n  be aban- 

doned, b u t  added t h e  r i d e r  t h a t  i f  t h e  Dominion government 

f e l t  t h a t  Esquimal t  shou ld  be mainta ined as a s t a t i o n  of t h e  

P a c i f i c  Squadron and would f u r n i s h  t h e  g a r r i s o n  and t h e  de- 

fence  works, then  t h e  Imperial government should  prov ide  t h e  
armament and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  for t h e  completion o f  

t h e  works. But t h e  commission was h o t  unanimous i n  t h i s .  

Two commission members, one of whom was A d m i r a l  S i r  Alexander 

Milne, t h e  Royal Navy's member, could n o t  concur wi th  t h e  

commissions view and,  i n  a j o i n t  s t a t emen t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  

commission's r e p o r t ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  the P a c i f i c  Squadron and 

Esquimalt  nava l  s t a t i o n  should  be r e t a i n e d  and t h e  la t ter  be 

defended a t  a moderate o u t l a y .  
The commission's  r e p o r t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  merely t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  

arguments about  Esquimal t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  government f o r  r e s o l u-  
t i o n .  The government chose a p o s i t i o n  which offended noone b u t  

postponed t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  defences .  
m i r a l t y ' s  view t h a t  i t  w a s  impor t an t  t o  r e t a i n  bo th  the Pac- 
i f i c  Squadron and t h e  naval  s t a t i o n  a t  Esquimal t ,  a p o s i t i o n  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  Canadian government and t h e  province of 
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  as w e l l  a s  t h e  Admiralty. I t  appeased 

I t  d i d  n o t  deny t h e  Ad- 



t h o s e  who argued t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was n o t  economically impor- 

t a n t  enough t o  war ran t  defence e x p e n d i t u r e  by t a k i n g  no i m -  
media te  steps to  provide  defences ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it d i d  

n o t  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  War O f f i c e ,  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n  of c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n  defences ,  from proceeding w i t h  

t h e  p lanning  Of s u i t a b l e  c o a s t  defences  f o r  Esquimal t  i n  an- 

t i c i p a t i o n  of a f u t u r e  requi rement .  
The postponement o f  p r a c t i c a l  steps t o  prov ide  Esquimal t  

w i t h  de fences  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1885 when t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  Colon- 

i a l  Defence Committee, i n  t h e  shadow o f  ano the r  cr is is  i n  

Anglo-Russian a f f a i r s ,  took n o t e  of t w o  new f a c t o r s ,  t h e  i m-  
pending complet ion of t h e  trans-Canada ra i lway  and o f  t h e  new 
d r y  dock a t  Esquimal t ,  concluded t h a t  B r i t i s h  Columbia was a- 

bout  t o  e n t e r  a p e r i o d  of g r e a t e r  economic importance,  and 
s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  government t h a t  t h e  t i m e  had now a r-  

r i v e d  t o  upgrade t h e  defences  of Esquimal t .  The s u g g e s t i o n  

w a s  a ccep ted  and a p l a n  based on t h e  Carnarvon Commission's 

p r o p o s a l  fo r  c o s t  s h a r i n g  was s e n t  t o  Ottawa. The Dominion 

government accep ted  t h e  p l an  i n  p r i n c i p l e  and sugges t ed  t h a t  

B r i t a i n  shou ld  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  g a r r i s o n  by supp ly ing ,  

and b e a r i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f ,  a detachment of mar ines .  A more de- 

t a i l e d  p l a n  w a s  t h e n  worked o u t  i n  London and s e n t  t o  Ottawa 

i n  1888 .  
A remarkable  f o u r  y e a r s  of argument and de l ay  fol lowed.  

I n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p l a n , B r i t a i n  proposed s p e c i f i c  b a t t e r i e s  and 

armaments, d e t a i l e d  t h e  s h a r i n g  of c o s t s  and sugges t ed  a gar-  

r i s o n  of B r i t i s h  marines t o  be  pa id  f o r  by Canada. While t h e  
p l a n  w a s  b e i n g  prepared  i n  London, t h e  Canadian government 

r a i s e d  C B a t t e r y  Canadian A r t i l l e r y  i n  Ontar io  and s e n t  i t  t o  

Esquimal t  as t h e  Canadian c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  

t h e r e .  When t h e  d e t a i l e d  p l an  a r r i v e d  from England t h e  DO- 
minion government r e j e c t e d  t h e  sugges t ion  of a marine  g a r r i -  

son  a t  Canadian expense,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  it had a l r e a d y  

p rov ided  C B a t t e r y .  

t i o n s  of l a c k  of good f a i t h  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  
of B r i t a i n  and o f  f a i l u r e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  Canada's c o n t r i b u -  

The r e j e c t i o n  was r e i n f o r c e d  by accusa-  



t i o n .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  r e j ec t ion  was r ea sonab le , a l t hough  

t h e  r e s u l t  of a misunders tanding  by bo th  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  nego- 

t i a t i o n s , b u t  t h e  f o r c e  of t h e  r e j e c t i o n  seems e x c e s s i v e  un- 

less it was d e l i b e r a t e l y  conceived f o r  some u l t e r i o r  mot ive .  

The B r i t i s h  r e p l y  s imply acknowledged t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of C 

B a t t e r y ,  po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  it had proved t o  be q u i t e  inade-  

q u a t e  t o  t h e  t a s k ,  and exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  marine g a r r i s o n  

would r e p l a c e  i t ,  would be  q u i t e  equa l  to  t h e  t a s k  and would 

c o s t  Canada less t o  keep a t  Esquimalt  than C B a t t e r y  had done. 

Ottawa d i d  n o t  r e p l y  and B r i t a i n  d i d  n o t  p r e s s  t h e  m a t t e r .  

Nego t i a t i ons  were resumed as soon a s  t h e  Canadian gov- 

ernment changed on t h e  dea th  of S i r  John A.  Macdonald. The 
e a r l i e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  evapora t ed  and an agreement was s igned  

i n  1 8 9 3 .  The terms were:- 

The Dominion Government t o  p rov ide  a l l  s i t e s  f o r  

works and b u i l d i n g s :  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  Ll0,OOO t o-  

wards housing t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b a r r a c k s  
be ing  t a k e n  a t  e v a l u a t i o n  as  p a r t  c o n t r i b u t i o n :  

t o  pay L 3 0 , O O O  
cost of t h e  works) and t o  g i v e  every  a s s i s t a n c e  

i n  o b t a i n i n g  Chinese  labour:  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  h a l f  

t h e  c o s t  ( s u b j e c t  t o  a minimum o f  1 5 0 0  per annum) 

of maintenance;  t o  pay t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  of t h e  75 

r e g u l a r s  found by t h e  Imper i a l  Government: t o  
keep  1 0 0  permanent Canadian A r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p rov ince  ready t o  be moved t o  Esquimal t  

and t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a .  The Imper- 

i a l  Government t o  c o n s t r u c t  and m a i n t a i n  t h e  

works  and b u i l d i n g s ,  a l s o  t o  p rov ide  75 r e g u l a r s ,  

the armament, equipment, and submarine mining 

( i . e .  h a l f  t h e  e s t i m a t e  toward t h e  

s t o r e s  . 2 

The 75 r e g u l a r s  t o  be found by t h e  Imperial p v e r m e n t  were t o  
be Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  and t h e  1 0 0  permanent Canadian A r -  
t i l l e r y  were t o  be C B a t t e r y  Canadian A r t i l l e r y  which was t o  

r e t u r n  t o  On ta r io  from Esquimal t .  The t e r m s  of t h e  agreement 



w e r e  t o  be reviewed a f t e r  a p e r i o d  of 5 y e a r s  beg inn ing  1 
A p r i l  1894. The works and armaments, about  which t h e r e  had 

been almost no d i s c u s s i o n ,  were t o  be i n  accordance w i t h  a 

recommendation of t h e  Colonia l  Defence Committee g iven  on 

20 August 1887 which had c a l l e d  for :-  

Macaulay P o i n t  t h r e e  6- inch BL 

Rodd P o i n t  t h r e e  6- inch BL 
(Probably S a n g s t e r s  Knol l )  f o u r  9- inch RML adapted f o r  

h igh  ang le  f i r e  

Esquimal t  ha rbour  e n t r a n c e  A submarine m i n e f i e l d  pro- 
t e c t e d  by t w o  6- pdr OF. 

F i e l d  defence  s i x  16-pdr RML 
s i x  MGs 

Thus t h e  s t a g e  had been s e t  f o r  t h e  appearance of a B r i t i s h  

g a r r i s o n  a t  Esquimal t  and f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  permanent 

d e f e n c e s  t h e r e .  

A s  soon as t h e  agreement was s i g n e d ,  the B r i t i s h  govern- 

ment a c t e d  s w i f t l y ,  sending  a Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detach- 

ment, and a Royal Engineer  o f f i c e r  t o  s u p e r v i s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

of  t h e  new b a t t e r i e s ,  to  Esquimal t  i n  t i m e  f o r  them t o  be  i n  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  of t h e  f i v e  y e a r  t e r m  of  t h e  a- 
greement ,  1 A p r i l  1894. 



RMA Detachment 's  Assembly and Move from England 

The detachment of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  which formed t h e  

g a r r i s o n  a t  Esquimal t  from 1893  u n t i l  1899  was no o r d i n a r y  

m i l i t a r y  detachment .  I ts o f f i c e r s  and men belonged t o  a 
c o r p s  w i t h  a long t r a d i t i o n  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  and t o  a p a r t i c u-  

l a r  p a r t  o f  t h a t  corps  which h a s  been desc r ibed  a s  " . . .prob-  
a b l y  t h e  most magn i f i cen t  body of men t h e  s e r v i c e s  e v e r  pro-  

duced.  ''' They had v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  marine s e r v i c e ,  su rv ived  
a r i g o r o u s  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  and undergone e x t e n s i v e  m i l i -  

t a r y ,  a r t i l l e r y  and s p e c i a l i s t  t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  assembling a s  
a detachment t o  g a r r i s o n  Esquimal t .  

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  Royal Marines was a l r e a d y  over  two 
hundred y e a r s  o l d  when t h e  Esquimal t  Detachment was formed i n  

1 8 9 3 . 2  I t  had begun wi th  t h e  c u s t o m  of embarking s o l d i e r s  t o  

f i g h t  i n  nava l  ba t t l e s .  These s e a- s o l d i e r s  would f i g h t  from 
t h e  r i g g i n g  and decks  of warsh ips ,  board  enemy s h i p s  when 
v e s s e l s  c l o s e d ,  and a s s a u l t  t h e  enemy on l and  i n  a s h i p  to  
sho re  engagement. 

cou ld  f i n d  i t s e l f  p e r i o d i c a l l y  employed i n  t h i s  way aboard 

s h i p s  o f  t h e  Royal Navy. By 1 6 6 4 ,  t h e  r o l e  had become a 
s p e c i a l i s t  one ,  no longe r  t o  be under taken by any regiment of 

t h e  l i n e .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  A d m i r a l ' s  Regiment was formed, 

b u t  t h e  t e r m  marine for t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  does n o t  appear  i n  
B r i t i s h  r e c o r d s  u n t i l  1 6 7 2 .  A f u r t h e r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  passed 

b e f o r e  t h e  term was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e i r  t i t l e  when t w o  M a -  

r i n e  Regiments o f  Foot were formed. I n  1 8 0 2 ,  H i s  Majesty 

King George 111 of  England g r a n t e d  t h e  t i t l e  Royal t o  t h e  

marines  and i n  t h a t  y e a r  a new s c a r l e t  uniform wi th  b lue  f a-  
c i n g s  w a s  adopted .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  marines  w e r e  au thor-  
i s e d  t o  form Marine A r t i l l e r y  Companies t o  r e p l a c e  Royal A r -  

t i l l e r y  detachments which had se rved  t h e  guns i n  bombardment 

v e s s e l s  u n t i l  t h e n .  The marines  o f  t h e  new companies wore a 
b l u e  f a t i g u e  uniform whi l e  s e r v i n g  t h e  guns and t h i s  soon 

Any reg iment  of B r i t i s h  army i n f a n t r y  



became t h e  o f f i c i a l  c o l o u r  of t h e  marine a r t i l l e r y  uniform. 

Thus, by 1 8 6 2 ,  The Royal Marines were one c o r p s ,  d i v i d e d  by 

r o l e ,  uniform and t i t l e  between Royal Marines L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  

and Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were 1 6  com- 

p a n i e s  of Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  w i t h  a t o t a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  

s t r e n g t h  of 2 , 7 0 0 .  I t  i s  from t h i s  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Royal 

Marines ,  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y ,  t h a t  t h e  Royal Marine 

A r t i l l e r y  Detachment w a s  formed f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  Esquimal t  be- 

g inn ing  i n  1893 .  See __ Appendix A .  

N o t  everyone c o u l d  become a gunner of t h e  Royal Marine 

A r t i l l e r y .  A c a n d i d a t e  f i r s t  had t o  j o i n  t h e  Royal Marines.  

H e  c o u l d  o n l y  do t h i s  i f  he  was between 20  and 30 y e a r s  of  

age and c o u l d  meet t h e  common e n t r y  s t anda rds  f o r  h e i g h t ,  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  and c h a r a c t e r .  Then, i f  he  was of good phy- 

s i q u e ,  n o t  less t h a n  5 f e e t  8 i nches  t a l l ,  and cou ld  pas s  
even h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and c h a r a c t e r  t han  

t h o s e  f o r  common e n t r y  h e  could  vo lun tee r  from t h e  common 

e n t r y  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  f o r  a t e r m  of 

1 2  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  reengage f o r  a f u r t h e r  term of 

se rv ice ,  3 

The men s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  detachment a t  Esquimal t  would 

have  been r e c r u i t e d  by a Royal Marine r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  

non commissioned of f icer  (N.C.O. )  seconded from r e g u l a r  ser- 
v i c e  w i th  t h e  Royal Marines t o  temporary du ty  as  r e c r u i t e r s ,  
fo r  a p e r i o d  of two or  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a t  a D i s t r i c t  Headquart- 

ers i n  t h e  United Kingdom. For each vo lun tee r  t hey  e n l i s t e d ,  

a l e v y  of about  one pound s t e r l i n g  (IL) would have been p a i d  

t o  t h e  r ec ru i t e r .  A l l  r e c r u i t s  were s e n t  by t h e  r e c r u i t e r ,  

a f t e r  e n l i s t m e n t ,  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Royal Marine depo t  a t  
D e a l .  Those f o r  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  e v e n t u a l l y  moved 

t o  Eas tney  Bar racks ,  Portsmouth,  f o r  gunnery t r a i n i n g .  
A t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and depot of t h e  Royal Marine A r -  

t i l l e r y  a t  F o r t  Cumberland and Eastney Bar racks ,  Portsmouth,  

t h e  v o l u n t e e r  underwent r e c r u i t  t r a i n i n g  which o r d i n a r i l y  

l a s t e d  two y e a r s .  I n  t h a t  t i m e  he  had t o  f u l l y  q u a l i f y  and 
p a s s  i n s p e c t i o n  i n  i n f a n t r y  d r i l l  and musketry; nava l  gun 



d r i l l  and t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e ;  l and  se rv ice  d r i l l s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

f i e l d ,  g a r r i s o n  and s i e g e  a r t i l l e r y ;  r e p o s i t o r y  work and t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of i n f a n t r y  f i e l d  w o r k s .  By r e g u l a t i o n s  i n t r o -  

duced  i n  March 1885 and amended i n  1891, t h o s e  r e c r u i t s  who 
passed t h e  tests i n  nava l  gunnery wi th  a r a t i n g  of n o t  less 
than  good e n t e r e d  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  a s  gunners se- 
cond c l a s s  w i t h  pay of one s h i l l i n g  and f o u r  pence pe r  diem. 

Those who d i d  n o t  ach ieve  t h e  r a t i n g  r e v e r t e d  f o  t h e  Royal 

Marines L i y h t  I n f a n t r y .  A gunner second c l a s s  advanced t o  
gunner f i r s t  class when he had completed a s e a  s e r v i c e  cou r se  
wi th  a r a t i n g  of good. Then, and o n l y  t h e n ,  cou ld  he  r e c e i v e  

f u l l  d a i l y  pay.  4 

I f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  for  t h e  men were h i g h ,  t hose  f o r  t h e  

o f f i c e r s  w e r e  even h i g h e r .  I n  1811, f i f t y  pe r  c e n t  of  re- 
c r u i t  gunners  were f a i l i n g  t o  q u a l i f y  whereas over  a p e r i o d  

of f o u r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  1880's t h e r e  w e r e  19 f a i l u r e s  i n  an  en- 

t r y  of 26 o f f i c e r s .  P o t e n t i a l  o f f i c e r s  were r e q u i r e d  to  b e  

between 1 6  and 18 y e a r s  o l d ,  n o t  less t h a n  5 f e e t  5 i nches  
t a l l ,  of pure  European d e s c e n t  and t h e  sons  o f  n a t u r a l  born 
B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  o r  o f  p a r e n t s  n a t u r a l i s e d  i n  the United 

Kingdom. I t  was neces sa ry  t o  p a s s  a medical  board €or  phy- 

s ica l  f i t n e s s  and t o  submit  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of swimming a b i l -  

i t y .  A f t e r  p a s s i n g  a w r i t t e n  e n t r y  examinat ion,  t h e  candi-  
d a t e  was appo in t ed  second l i e u t e n a n t  and e n t e r e d  t h e  Royal 

Naval C o l l e g e ,  Greenwich, f o r  two y e a r s  of s tudy  fol lowed by 

f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  a t  H.M.S. Vernon and H.M.S. E x c e l l e n t ,  t h e  
Royal Navy's t o rpedo  and mining, and gunnery schoo l s  a t  
Portsmouth. When t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed,  

the new o f f i c e r  was promoted l i e u t e n a n t ,  r e t r o a c t i v e  from 

the end of h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  of s t u d i e s  w i t h  s e n i o r i t y  i n  t h e  

rank i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  marks ga ined  i n  examina- 

t i o n s  over  t h e  f u l l  pe r iod .  The newly promoted l i e u t e n a n t  
t h e n  underwent f u r t h e r  courses  i n  i n f a n t r y  d r i l l ,  gun d r i l l  and 

m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  Royal Marine A r -  

t i l l e r y  d u r i n g  which h e  became f a m i l i a r  w i t h  every type  of 
gun i n  l a n d  and sea s e r v i c e .  Only a f t e r  a t o t a l  of  a lmost  



f o u r  y e a r s  of  t r a i n i n g  from e n t r y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  of which 

w e r e  p r o b a t i o n a r y ,  was t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  s u b a l t e r n  

c o n s i d e r e d  f i t  t o  command a d e t a ~ h m e n t . ~  

With t h i s  background of t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  d i f -  

f i c u l t y  i n  s e l e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  and men w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

a r t i l l e r y  s k i l l s  and knowledge f o r  g a r r i s o n  du ty  a t  Esqui- 

m a l t .  But t h e  p l an  f o r  t h e  new permanent c o a s t a l  de fences  

a t  Esquimal t  i nc luded  a submarine m i n e f i e l d  as w e l l  a s  

coast  defence  b a t t e r i e s .  

s e l e c t e d  w e r e  t h e r e f o r e  g iven  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  Royal 

Eng inee r s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  England.6 The Royal Engineers  a t  

t h a t  time w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  new m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  of 

c o a s t a l  defence  submarine mining. F i r s t ,  31 marines  comple- 
t e d  t h e  submarine mining r e c r u i t s  cou r se  a t  Gosport .  From 

them, t w o  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  and t r a i n e d  on a long cou r se  o f  22 

months a t  Chatham t o  q u a l i f y  as M i l i t a r y  Mechanist E l e c t r i -  

c i a n s .  Two o f f i c e r s ,  L i eu t enan t s  G . E .  Barnes and F . N .  Temp- 

l e r ,  completed t h e  Royal Engineers  o f f i c e r ' s  course  i n  sub- 

mar ine  mining.  A l l  of  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  w a s  i n t ended  t o  p rov ide  

t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment w i t h  a s k i l l e d  subrna- 

r i n e  mining s e c t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  ma in t a in  and o p e r a t e  t h e  
m i n e f i e l d  proposed f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Esquimalt  harbour .  To 

a s s i s t  them i n  t h e i r  work they were expected t o  t r a i n  local 
m i l i t i a m e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  submarine mining d u t i e s .  

C e r t a i n  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men 

The submarine miners  of t h e  detachment w e r e  ready l o n g  

before t h e  Anglo-Canadian agreement of 1893. A t  Eastney 

Bar racks  t h e y  l i v e d  w i t h  o t h e r  marines  i n  a u s t e r e  accomoda- 

t i o n  i n  ba r r ack  b locks  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1860 ' s  which were g a s  

lit and l acked  t o i l e t s .  Two, sometimes t h r e e ,  meals per day 
were e a t e n  a t  t h e  t a b l e s  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k  rooms. The main 

m e a l  of meat,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  b read  and tea was e a t e n  a t  midday. 
Each man w a s  s u b j e c t  t o  a d a i l y  s toppage  from h i s  pay t o  h e l p  
pay fo r  t h e  d a i l y  r a t i o n  of 1 pound of b read  and 3/4 pound of 

m e a t  p rov ided  by t h e  government and f o r  t h e  e x t r a s  of  tea ,  
c o f f e e ,  v e g e t a b l e s  e t c .  provided by t h e  u n i t .  Gunnery took 

precedence  over  a l l  o t h e r  forms of d r i l l  p r a c t i c e  and w a s  



.- 

conducted on  a mock up  of a s h i p s  deck, i n  a d r i l l  shed ,  a t  
nearby F o r t  Cumberland and a t  gun si tes on t h e  shore.  For 
r e c r e a t i o n  t h e r e  w a s  s p o r t ,  t h e  can teen  i n  b a r r a c k s  and t h e  

town o u t s i d e  t h e  b a r r a c k  g a t e .  Late  and weekend p a s s e s  w e r e  

i s s u e d  b u t  had to  be ea rned .  Every Sunday t h e r e  was a cer- 
emonial church pa rade  i n  b a r r a c k s  and e v e r y  week was a con- 

s t a n t  round o f  i n s p e c t i o n s .  When t h e  o r d e r s  f i n a l l y  came 

f o r  t h e  move t o  Esquimal t  t h e  submarine miners  must have 

g r e e t e d  them wi th  a s t r o n g  sense of r e l i e f  t h a t  a t  l a s t  they  

were t o  do t h e  t a s k  t h e y  were s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  f o r .  I 

The marines  of t h e  submarine mining s e c t i o n  w e r e  t h e  

f i r s t  t o  be s e n t  t o  Esquimal t .  L ieu tenant  Templer was i n  
command w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  Barnes t o  a s s i t  him. The group o f  

19  a l l  ranks  a c t e d  a s  an advance p a r t y  f o r  t h e  remainder of 

t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment. ~ See Appendix B Nom- 

i n a l  R o l l s .  A b r i e f  s en t ence  i n  t h e  Vic tor ia  Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  

announced t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  from England: 
Advice was r e c e i v e d  h e r e  yes te rday  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

detachment of Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  for  Vic tor ia  

l e f t  England on August 1, and they  may t h e r e f o r e  
be expec t ed  t o  a r r i v e  i n  about  t h r e e  weeks t i m e . .  8 

On 15 August, 1893,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  Temp- 

ler 's  p a r t y  had pas sed  through Ottawa t h e  p rev ious  day. 

Three days l a t e r ,  o n  F r i d a y  evening,  1 8  August, they disem- 

barked from t h e  steamer Premier i n  V i c t o r i a ,  a f t e r  passage 

from Vancouver, and immediately marched o u t  t o  Work P o i n t  

Barracks  t o  r e l i e v e  C B a t t e r y  Canadian A r t i l l e r y . 9  The hand- 
over  of d u t i e s ,  b a r r a c k s ,  guns and ear thworks  occupied t h e  
nex t  day.1° A t  m idn igh t ,  19  August, C B a t t e r y  l e f t  Vic tor ia  

aboard t h e  Premier  f o r  Vancouver and t h e  r a i l  journey eas t .  
The changover ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  f irst  

Canadian g a r r i s o n  t h e  c i t y  had e v e r  known, was an occas ion  

which V ic to r i a ' s  c i t i z e n s  could n o t  l e t  pass wi thou t  c e l e-  
b r a t i o n .  The s m a l l  advance guard of marines s l i p p e d  i n  
q u i e t l y .  By c o n t r a s t ,  C B a t t e r y  marched o u t  a long streets 
l i n e d  wi th  crowds.  The process ion  t o  t h e  wharf i n  V i c t o r i a  



ha rbour  was l e d  by t h e  band of HMS Royal Ar thu r .  A t  t h e  

docks ide ,  Colone l  P r io r ,  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  B.C.  Bat- 

t a l i o n  o f  Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  c i t y ’ s  m i l i t i a  gunner u n i t ,  

made a f a r e w e l l  speech .  Colonel  Holmes, t h e  former Deputy 

Adju tan t- Genera l  of M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  No. 11, who w a s  l eav-  

i n g  w i t h  C B a t t e r y ,  r e p l i e d .  A s  t h e  mooring l i n e s  o f  t h e  
P r e m i e r  were s l i p p e d  t h e  crowd on t h e  dock sang  Auld Lang 

Syne and  t h e i r  c h e e r s  and shou t s  fol lowed t h e  d e p a r t i n g  g a r-  
~ 

r i s o n  o u t  o f  t h e  harbour .  11 

C B a t t e r y  had lef t  a smal l  b u t  adequa te  b a r r a c k s  a t  

Work P o i n t  fo r  t h e  Marines.  See ~ Figure  18 f o r  p l a n .  There 

w a s  accommodation f o r  1 0 8  men i n  t h r e e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  wooden 

b u i l d i n g s .  Each b u i l d i n g  had two rooms f o r  t h e  men,a ser- 

g e a n t s  room, two washrooms and a fu rnace  i n  t h e  basement which 

p rov ided  h o t  a i r  warmth. L a t r i n e s  were i n  a s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  

s e v e r a l  hundred y a r d s  away a t  t h e  end of a j e t t y  s t r e t c h i n g  
beyond t h e  l o w  w a t e r  l i n e  of t h e  bay.  There w a s  a s e p a r a t e  

cookhouse.  Alongside t h e  ba r r ack  g a t e ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  wood- 

e n  a f f a i r  under an  a r c h ,  t h e r e  w a s  a guard  room, w i t h  a . r e -  , 

c r e a t i o n  room nearby .  Opposite t h e  guard room, s tood  a long 

low b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  1 0  marr ied  q u a r t e r s .  A n c i l l i a r y  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  inc luded  a s tore,  magazine, can- 

t e e n ,  wagon sheds  and s t a b l e s ,  a h o s p i t a l  and a b o a t  house.  
TWO large open areas, t h e  parade ground and t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  

ground were prominent.  O f f i c e r ’ s  accommodation was separ-  

ated from t h e  remainder  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  back,  or  
s o u t h s i d e , o f  t h e  ba r r acks .  

Fo r  t h e  score o f  marines i n  Work P o i n t  Bar racks  t h e  

n e x t  e i g h t  months were no t  easy .  With so few men t h e r e  was 

l i t t l e  t h a t  cou ld  be  accomplished excep t  guard du ty  and 
d a i l y  maintenance o f  guns, equipment and b a r r a c k s .  Every- 

one w a s  f u l l y  occupied  wi th  r o u t i n e  t a s k s .  The Dai ly  Col- 
o n i s t  sympathised;  “Guard duty a l though  n o t  h a r d  work, i s  

wearying when a man h a s  twelve hours  of it a t  a t i m e .  
There  w a s  l i t t l e  change when, i n  t h e  l a s t  weeks of August,  

a s m a l l  group o f  Royal Engineers a r r i v e d  from England t o  

,912 



e s t a b l i s h  a works o f f i c e  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s ,  or  when Major H. 
H .  Muirhead RE, who was t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
permanent f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  a r r i v e d  i n  September. When t h e  
news broke i n  February 1894 t h a t  t h e  main body o f  mar ines  
would a r r i v e  a month l a t e r , 1 3  t h e  advance guard i n  Work 
P o i n t  Bar racks  must have f e l t  a g r e a t  s ense  of relief t h a t  

t h e  end of t h e i r  onerous d u t i e s  was i n  s i g h t  a t  l a s t .  
The main body of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment, 

5 5  a l l  ranks  commanded by Major G.A.L. Rawstone, who was 
accompanied by h i s  w i f e  and h e r  maid, l e f t  L ive rpoo l ,  Eng- 

l a n d ,  aboard t h e  A l l e n  L i n e  s teamer  - Lauren t i an  f o r  H a l i f a x ,  
Canada, on 8 March 1894.14 
cont inued  t h e i r  journey by r a i l .  

From H a l i f a x  t h e  detachment 

T h e  move a c r o s s  Canada d i d  n o t  go unnot iced  by t h e  c i t -  
i z e n s  and t h e  newspapers of  towns a long  the  l i n e .  When t h e  

detachment reached Quebec a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  by f e r r y  from Levis  
i n  a heavy snowstorm it was r e p o r t e d :  

The men were i n  heavy marching o r d e r ,  w i t h  over-  
coats s t r a p p e d  and wi thou t  any p r o t e c t i o n  from 
t h e  weather o t h e r  t han  t h e  waterproof cape cov- 
e r i n g  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s .  They, of cou r se ,  wear 
the A r t i l l e r y  uniform and wh i t e  helmets ,  and 

t h e  on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e m  and o u r  own 
t r o o p s  i s  t h a t  t hey  wear wh i t e  woollen g loves  
and have no s p i k e s  i n  t h e i r  boo t s  t o  g i v e  them 

a f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  snow. I n  sp i te  of t h i s  t h e y  
marched as s t e a d i l y  as i f  t h e y  had been accus-  
tomed to  snow r o a d s  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Although 
by t h e i r  sunburned f a c e s  i t  was clear t h a t  they 
had been accustomed t o  warmer c l i m a t e s  t h a n  
t h a t  o f  Canada. They a r e  f i n e ,  t a l l ,  w e l l -  
b u i l t  men, every  one of t h e m ,  and would be a 

c red i t  t o  any S e r v i c e .  

never  t r o d  t h e  s treets  o f  Quebec. 

A more s o l d i e r l i k e  body 
15 

The march t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  Canadian P a c i f i c  Railway c a r s  was 
s h o r t ,  about  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l e .  On a r r i v a l  t h e  men were 
provided w i t h  supper  w h i l e  Major Rawstorne and Surgeon J . C .  



Wood R . N . ,  who w a s  t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  t h e  Detachment, p a i d  a 
formal  cou r t e sy  c a l l  on Colonel  Montezambert, commandant a t  

t h e  C i t a d e l ,  and a f t e r w a r d  d ined  wi th  M r s .  Rawstorne a t  t h e  
16 Chateau Frontenac .  . 

I n  Montreal  n e x t  day,  t h e  22nd Plarch, i n  b e t t e r  wea- 

t h e r ,  t h e  detachment marched aga in  i n  f u l l  equipment,  t h i s  

t i m e  f o r  a g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e .  Along t h e  r o u t e  t h e  s t a t u e  o f  

Queen V i c t o r i a  i n  Vic tor ia  square  was s a l u t e d .  The march 
ended a t  t h e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  where o f f i c e r s  and hen wi tnes sed  

a pract ice  a la rm.  The men showed t h e i r  approva l  " . . .by 
thumping t h e  f l o o r  w i t h  t h e i r  r i f l e s . " 1 7  

down t h e  b r a s s  poles i n  t h e  f i r e  house,  a s  t h e  f i remen had 

done d u r i n g  t h e i r  demons t ra t ion ,  and f i r e  f i g h t i n g  equip-  

ment w a s  i n s p e c t e d .  The march back t o  t h e  ra i lway  s t a t i o n  
w a s  b r i e f l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  t o  a l low a v i s i t  t o  t h e  m i l i t i a  head- 

q u a r t e r s .  The detachment  l e f t  Montreal a t  4:50 p.m. 

. .  

Some of t h e m  s l i d  

B r i e f  b u l l e t i n s  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  h e r a l d e d  

t h e  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  marines across Canada. A t  1 a . m .  
on 29 March 1 8 9 4 ,  t h e y  disembarked from the Premier i n  V i c -  

to r i a  harbour  a f t e r  passage  from Vancouver. They were con- 
veyed t o  Work P o i n t  Bar racks  aboard two l a r g e  s t reet  c a r s  of  

t h e  e lectr ic  r a i l w a y  t o  j o i n  t h e i r  comrades of t h e  advance 
p a r t y .  See Appendix B f o r  Nominal R o l l s .  

A r e p o r t  on t h e  whole journey a c r o s s  Canada was com- 
p l e t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d  by Major Rawstorne. 

b r e v i t y  c o n t r a s t s  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  complimen- 
t a r y  and o f t e n  l e n g t h y  reports i n  Canadian newspapers. See ~ 

Appendix C f o r  Rawstorne 's  r e p o r t .  

Its m i l i t a r y  

Thus on 1 A p r i l  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e  commencement d a t e  of  t h e  
f i v e  y e a r  agreement  between Canada and B r i t a i n  for  t h e  de- 

fence  o f  Esquimal t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n ,  a Royal Marine 
A r t i l l e r y  Detachment, and t h e  Royal Engineer  o f f i c e r  who 

w a s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  new defences  i t  
w a s  t o  man, w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n s t a l l e d  i n  Work Po in t  Bar racks ,  



Esquimal t .  The detachment was a f u l l y  t r a i n e d  body of  men 

s e l e c t e d  from a corps w i t h  a long t r a d i t i o n  o f  e x c e l l e n c e .  
They had a r r i v e d  q u i e t l y  wi th  l i t t l e  ceremony, b u t  t hey  had 

a l r e a d y  impressed t h o s e  who had s e e n  them w i t h  t h e i r  bea r-  

i n g  and d i s c i p l i n e .  I t  remained t o  be  s e e n  how they  would 

f a r e  th rough  f i v e  y e a r s  of g a r r i s o n  d u t y  and what e f f e c t  

they  would have .  



G a r r i s o n  Duty 

The immediate d u t i e s  of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment 

a t  Esquimal t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  defences  were few. T ra in ing  

of t h e  m i l i t i a  would soon be a major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  

f i r s t ,  the detachment had t o  set t le  i n  a t  Work P o i n t  B a r -  

r a c k s ;  p u t  i t s  own house i n  o r d e r  and e s t a b l i s h  i t s - d a i l y  

b a r r a c k  r o u t i n e s .  Then it needed to  e s t a b l i s h  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  

community o f  which i t  w a s  a pa r t .  It would suppor t  t h e  g a r -  
r i s o n  and community church i n  V i c t o r i a  W e s t ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

ce remon ia l  o c c a s i o n s ,  compete i n  s p o r t  and combine w i t h  loc- 
a l  c i t i z e n s  i n  s o c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n .  These a c t i v i t i e s  would 

occupy much of i t s  t i m e ,  pe rhaps  more t i m e  than  t h a t  s p e n t  on 

s t r i c t l y  m i l i t a r y  t a s k s .  I t  was n o t  wasted t i m e ,  n o r  p u r e l y  

l e i s u r e ,  f o r  it was d u r i n g  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  community 

c o u l d  most e a s i l y  judge t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  a t i m e  when mutual  re- 
spect and unders tanding  cou ld  be f o s t e r e d  which would make 

c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  defence  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  much easier .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
detachments  g a r r i s o n  l i f e  i s  a mass of d i v e r s e  d e t a i l .  I t  i s  
r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  by sample,  h i g h l i g h t  and b r i e f  de- 

s c r i p t i o n  o n l y .  
L i f e  f o r  t h e  s i n g l e  gunner i n  ba r r acks  was n o t  a t  a l l  

u n p l e a s a n t .  H e  was comfortably  housed on ground l e v e l  

q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  s h o r e  of a t i d a l  bay. A s h o r t  walk from h i s  
q u a r t e r s  t h e r e  w a s  a r e c r e a t i o n  room where he  was a b l e  t o  
r e a d  papers and books and perhaps  p l a y  a game of b i l l i a r d s  
or  c a r d s .  The can teen  s o l d  beer a t  a cheaper  p r i c e  t han  a t  

any e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  ba r r acks  and sometimes t h e r e  

w e r e  c a n t e e n  c o n c e r t s  f o r  h i s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  Each day was 
punc tua t ed  by  bug le  ca l l s  s i g n a l l i n g  v a r i o u s  events :  re- 
v e i l l e ,  p a r a d e s ,  guard d u t i e s ,  d a i l y  t a s k s ,  meals, f i r s t  and 
l a s t  post and l i g h t s  o u t .  Wi th in  t h i s  o rde red  schedule  t h e  
gunner  completed f a t i g u e  d u t i e s ,  p r a c t i c e d  m i l i t a r y  s k i l l s ,  



underwent i n s p e c t i o n s ,  took e x e r c i s e  and f i n i s h e d  any t a s k  

ass igned  t o  him by h i s  NCO's and o f f i c e r s .  Some men had 

s p e c i a l i s t  d u t i e s  t o  perform, spending most o f  t h e i r  time 
a s  bootmaker, t a i l o r  o r  cook. - See Appendix B .  B r e a k f a s t  

and t h e  midday meal w e r e  f e t ched  f rom t h e  cookhouse and 

e a t e n  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k  rooms. A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day ,  i f  a man 

was hungry, he c o u l d  buy food,  probably a t  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  
room and most l i k e l y  a l o c a l  ve r s ion  o f  t h e  f a r e  he  could  

g e t  i n  b a r r a c k s  i n  England:-  

,, 

... very  good uncomplicated food such a s  rock cakes, 

s lab  cake ,  t e a  and c o f f e e  f o r  about  a penny a t i m e ,  
and huge pastr ies  a s  b i g  a s  s a u c e r s ,  heaped h igh  

wi th  shredded coconut  - a meal i n  themselves ,  f o r  

t w o  pence ... i f  you were r i c h  they  could  prov ide  
sausage  and mash o r  something s i m i l a r ,  w i t h  b read  

t e a  o r  c o f f e e ,  f o r  a few coppers .  1 

I f  a man became ill, or  s u f f e r e d  i n j u r y ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  immedi- 

a t e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  b a r r a c k s  from the detachment ' s  own nava l  

surgeon,  and i f  h i s  i l l n e s s  warranted it he  could  be  accom- 

odated i n  t h e  b a r r a c k  h o s p i t a l .  Every Sunday t h e  whole de- 

tachment paraded f o r  church s e r v i c e  and t h e n  had t h e  rest of 

t h e  day f r e e  e x c e p t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  on e s s e n t i a l  d u t i e s .  I t  

was a busy l i f e ,  o rgan ized  i n  a ba lance  of work, exercise 
and r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i t h  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  expec ted .  

A f t e r  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Macaulay 

p o i n t  and a t  Rodd H i l l ,  and t h e  6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns 

w e r e  mounted t h e r e ,  a new duty  was added t o  t h e  de tachment ' s  

r o u t i n e .  A bombardier  and two gunners w e r e  a s s igned  t o  each 

p l ace  a s  c a r e t a k e r s .  
spons ib l e  f o r  guard ing  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  armament and stores,  
and fo r  complet ing r o u t i n e  maintenance t a s k s .  The armament 

had t o  be k e p t  i n  working c o n d i t i o n  and magazine v e n t i l a t i o n  
r equ i r ed  r e g u l a r  ad jus tment  i n  accordance w i t h  tempera ture .  

Each o u t - f o r t  detachment was r e g u l a r l y  v i s i t e d  and i n s p e c t -  

ed  by t h e  de tachment ' s  o f f i c e r s  and NCO's and p e r i o d i c a l l y  
r ece ived  r a t i o n s ,  m a i l  and o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s .  I t  p repa red  

i t s  own meals.  The men on t h i s  duty  l i v e d  i n  t h e  guard  room 

During t h e i r  t o u r  of duty  t hey  were re- 



a t  Macaulay P o i n t  and i n  the Warrant O f f i c e r s  Quar ter  a t  Rodd 

H i l l .  
During t h e i r  o f f  d u t y  hours  t h e  marines  were n o t  con- 

f i n e d  t o  Work P o i n t  Barracks .  Passes w e r e  i s s u e d .  With one 
a Marine c o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  l o c a l  towns of Esquimal t  and V i c -  

t o r i a  i n  uniform.  There ,  w i th  h i s  weekly pay i n  h i s  pocke t ,  

free f o r  a few s h o r t  hours  from t h e  s h e l t e r e d  r o u t i n e  of 

b a r r a c k  l i f e  h e  cou ld  indu lge  i n  any of t h e  t empta t ions  o f -  

f e r e d  by b a r s ,  e a t i n g  houses ,  b r o t h e l s ,  shops ,  t h e a t r e s  and 
t h e  Chinese  gambling dens  of Fan Tan Al ley .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a r r a y  of t e m p t a t i o n s ,  few o f f - d u t y  d i s-  

c i p l i n a r y  problems occured.  Debt appears  t o  have been t h e  

most s e r i o u s .  Major Rawstorne had t a k e n  t h e  normal precau-  

t ion  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  fo l lowing  n o t i c e  i n  the l o c a l  news- 

pape r  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  few days immediately a f t e r  t h e  

de t achmen t ' s  a r r i v a l :  
NOTICE 

I hereby  g i v e  n o t i c e ,  t h a t  i f  l a n d l o r d s  o r  o t h e r  

i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  c i t y  of  Victor ia ,  B.C. and t h e  
neighbourhood,  s u f f e r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  under  my com- 

mand t o  c o n t r a c t  d e b t s  such d e b t s  w i l l  n o t  be 

d i s c h a r g e d .  I f  a f t e r  t h i s  p roc lamat ion  t h e  i n-  

h a b i t a n t s  s h a l l ,  no twi ths t and ing ,  s u f f e r  t h e  

s o l d i e r s  t o  c o n t r a c t  d e b t s  w i t h  them, it w i l l  be 
a t  t h e i r  own p e r i l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  n o t  be ing  ob- 
l i g e d  t o  d i s c h a r g e  such deb t s .  Vide Queens Re-  

g u l a t i o n s  and o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  army, A.D. 1893. 
Signed G . A . L .  Rawstorne 
Major R.M.A. The Barracks  
Vic tor ia ,  B . C .  
31 March 18942 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  there were s i x  d e s e r t i o n s  from t h e  detachment 

between 1893 and 1896 which were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  debt. 

I t  i s  n o t  known how many of t h e  detachment w e r e  mar- 

r i e d .  Those t h a t  were b u t  w e r e  n o t  l i s t e d  as on s t r e n g t h  
w i t h i n  t h e  detachment ' s  quota  cou ld  n o t  e x p e c t  any h e l p  from 

t h e  s e r v i c e  for  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  and hous ing  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  



The r eco rd  shows t h a t  t h e  detachment d i d  have 10 wives and 

e i g h t e e n  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  it a t  Work P o i n t  Barracks  i n  1895. 

M r s .  Rawstorne and h e r  maid t r a v e l l e d  o u t  to  Esquimal t  wi th  

h e r  husband Major Rawstorne and t h e  main body of t h e  de- 
tachment i n  1 8 9 4 .  The remaining n i n e  wives and e i g h t e e n  
c h i l d r e n  were assembled i n  L ive rpoo l ,  England, on 20  May 
1895. 

i f a x ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  and from t h e r e  c ros sed  Canada by r a i l  i n  
a s p e c i a l  t o u r i s t  ra i lcar ,  p a s s i n g  through Winnipeg on 6 

June, t o  be m e t  i n  Vancouver on 9 June.3 
were housed i n  t h e  b lock  o f  q u a r t e r s  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  main 

g a t e  of  Work P o i n t  Ba r r acks .  

They s a i l e d  t h e  n e x t  day aboard t h e  Assyr ian  f o r  H a l -  

A t  Esquimal t  t hey  

The i r  new q u a r t e r s  were n o t  l uxu r ious  by t o d a y ' s  s t and-  
a r d s ,  b u t  they  compared f avourab ly  wi th  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s  o f  
t h e  day. I n  t h e  l ong  wooden b u i l d i n g  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  bar-  

rack  g a t e ,  each fami ly  had t w o  rooms and a s e p a r a t e  e n t -  
rance ;  a town house,  i n  modern terms, o f  two rooms. One of 

t h e  rooms had a cooking s t o v e  and sink. L a t e r  a t h i r d  s m a l l  
room was added t o  each  q u a r t e r ,  probably a s  a s e p a r a t e  bed- 
room f o r  c h i l d r e n .  A l i n e  o f  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s  o p p o s i t e  
t h e  q u a r t e r s  housed e s s e n t i a l  communal f a c i l i t i e s ;  a wood 
s tore,  a laundry,  an  a sh  b i n ,  a men's l a t r i n e  and a women's 
l a t r i n e .  

The l i f e  of t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t he  b a r r a c k s  

moved t o  t h e  tempo of t h e  detachment i t s e l f .  Fami l i e s  re- 
ce ived  some r a t i o n s  b u t  had t o  provide  many food i t e m s  
themselves .  I t  i s  q u i t e  possible t h a t  some of t h e  wives and 
o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  found some p a i d  employment w i t h i n  t h e  ba r r ack  
w i t h  which t o  h e l p  o u t  t h e  fami ly  income, t a k i n g  on such 
t a s k s  as  laundry,  c l e a n i n g ,  or a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  t a i l o r  or 

bootmaker. Such employment was n o t  uncommon a t  o t h e r  s ta-  
t i o n s ,  b u t  may have been r e s t r i c t e d  a t  Esquimalt  because 

of the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of cheap Chinese labour .  Fami l i e s  a t -  
tended many o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  
ba r r acks ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  gene ra l  p u b l i c  was i n v i t e d ,  
and no doubt he lped  w i t h  many of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  them. 



. 

When a w i f e  or c h i l d  was s i c k  t h e  detachment ' s  Surgeon 

would a t t e n d  a t  no charge .  
Although t h e  f a m i l i e s  were conf ined  t o  Work P o i n t  Bar- 

r a c k s  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  t h e r e  and by l i m i t e d  f i -  

nances ,  t hey  were n o t  s h u t  o f f  from c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  A t ramcar  s e r v i c e  between V i c t o r i a  and 

Esquimal t  r a n  c lose  t o  t h e  ba r r ack  g a t e  making i t  e a s y  t o  
r each  t h e  c i t y  and i t s  shops f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a f a r e .  Chi l-  

d r e n  of s choo l  age a t t e n d e d  V i c t o r i a  West s c h o o i  o u t s i d e  t h e  

barracks and t h e  de tachment ' s  s t r o n g  link wi th  S t .  S a v i o u r ' s  

church  b rough t  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n t c  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  church com- 

muni ty  of V i c t o r i a  West. I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  many f r i e n d-  

s h i p s  were formed. 

There were o t h e r  ways i n  which t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  g a r r i s o n  

i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  extended i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  community. The l i n k s  
were impor t an t .  They w e r e  t h e  means by which t h e  community 

cou ld  assess i t s  g a r r i s o n .  I t  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  re- 
c o r d  t h a t  t h e  detachment qu ick ly  ga ined ,  and r e t a i n e d ,  favour  

and r e s p e c t .  

The f i rs t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  judge came j u s t  
t h r e e  days  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  main body of t h e  detach-  

ment.  For  t h e  Marines it was a r o u t i n e  Sunday church parade ,  

f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  it w a s  something q u i t e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  The 
detachment formed on t h e  ba r r ack  square  i n  Work P o i n t  Barracks  

w i t h  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e i r  head and t h e n ,  to  m u s i c  of t h e i r  

own drum and f i f e  band,  t hey  marched o u t  of t h e  ba r r ack  g a t e  a 

d i s t a n c e  of one and a h a l f  miles t o  St. S a v i o u r ' s  church i n  V i c -  

t o r i a  West, t h e  g a r r i s o n  church,  t o  a t t e n d  Sunday morning ser- 
v i ce .4  O f f i c e r ' s  and men were d re s sed  i n  b l u e  ceremonial  uniform 

w i t h  w h i t e  he lme t s .  There i s  no doubt t h a t  t h e  d r i l l  and march- 
i n g  w a s  w e l l  up t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  which t h e  Royal Marine a r t i l -  
l e r y  w a s  j u s t l y  famous. I t  was t h e  first of many r e g u l a r  Sunday 

church  pa rades  i n  t h e  nex t  f i v e  yea r s  and t h e  f i r s t  ceremonial  

o c c a s i o n  when t h e  b e a r i n g ,  d r e s s  and d r i l l  of t h e  detachment i m -  
p r e s s e d  and d e l i g h t e d  t h e  l o c a l  populace.  

There were f o u r  more ceremonial  occas ions  i n  t h e  f i rs t  

f o u r  months of t h e  detachment ' s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Work P o i n t  B a r -  



r acks .  On t w o  o c c a s i o n s ,  on 14 J u n e  and on 2 1  August, t h e  

marines marched i n  f u n e r a l  p roces s ions  through t h e  s treets 
of V i c t o r i a ,  f i r s t  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  of  Chief J u s t i c e  Matthew 
B a i l l i e  Begbie and t h e n  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  Capta in  Small- 

f i e l d ,  a w e l l  known and popula r  o f f i c e r  of t h e  local  m i l i t i a .  

I n  November t h e  Governor-General of Canada v i s i t e d  V i c t o r i a .  

The Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  r epo r t ed :-  

One of t h e  e v e n t s  y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  (8 November 

18943 was t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Royal Mar'ine A r -  

t i l l e r y  by H i s  Exce l lency  a t  Government House. 

The company headed by t h e i r  f i f e  and drum band 
and d r e s s e d  i n  heavy marching o r d e r ,  marched up 

t o  t h e  Government House grounds i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  

and w e r e  p u t  through a number of movements b e f o r e  

t h e  v i c e- r e g a l  p a r t y .  The men looked smar t  and 

n e a t  and t h e i r  d r i l l i n g  was e x c e l l e n t .  Though 

t h e  roads  w e r e  ve ry  muddy t h e  men marched on t o  
t h e  grounds a s  c l e a n  a s  i f  t h e y  had j u s t  s t e p-  

ped o u t  o f  t h e i r  b a r r a c k s  even t o  t h e i r  boots. 
The Governor-General complimented C o l  one1 Raw- 

s torne  h i g h l y  on t h e  f i n e  appearance o f  h i s  men. 5 

L a t e r  t h e  same month t h e  detachment provided a guard of hon- 

our  f o r  t h e  opening of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .  On t h i s  

o c c a s i o n  t h e  newspaper commented "...the movements were ex- 
ecu ted  wi th  machine l i k e  p r e c i s i o n  and a l a c r i t y . " 6  

remarks w e r e  r e p e a t e d  many t i m e s  i n  t h e  nex t  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  
t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  ceremonial  se t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months never  de- 

c l i n e d .  

Such 

Two local  annua l  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  Dominion Day and t h e  

Queen's b i r t h d a y ,  always demanded major p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A 

n o t a b l e  occas ion  o f  t h e  t ype  occured i n  1895 .  A sham f i g h t  

was t o  t a k e  place on 25 May as t h e  " m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  

of t h e  Three Days Ce leb ra t ionmt7  o f  t h e  Queen 's  b i r t h d a y  i n  

V i c t o r i a  t h a t  y e a r .  Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawstorne, p repared  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  f o r  the s p e c t a c l e  i n  a letter t o  The 
Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  on 23 May, o u t l i n i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  programme 



and e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  manoevres which would t a k e  p l a c e  i n  pub- 

l i c  on Beacon H i l l  i n  V i c t o r i a . '  

a d r y  one a f t e r  many days  of r a i n ,  t h e  t r o o p s  assembled i n  a 
series of p roces s ions  t o  t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  Beacon H i l l  P a r k .  

Some 500 sailors from Royal Navy s h i p s  i n  Esquimalt  t r a v e l -  

l e d  by t ram t o  t h e  power house ,  then  marched behind t h e  band 

of HMS Royal Ar thur  v i a  Moss Street ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a t-  
t ack  from t h e  Oak Bay d i r e c t i o n .  The Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

g a r r i s o n  of Esquimal t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  a company of t h e  Royal 

Marines L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  from Royal Navy warsh ips  i n  the ha r-  

bour ,  marched through V i c t o r i a ,  i n  a s e p a r a t e  p roces s ion ,  

behind t h e i r  own drum and f i f e  band,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l i n e  o f  

s e n t r i e s  and p i c q u e t s  below t h e  crest of Beacon Hiil. A 

t h i r d  p r o c e s s i o n  brought  t h e  m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y m e n  behind 

t h e i r  own band t o  t h e  crest of t h e  h i l l ,  t o  form t h e  main 

de fence .  When a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  were i n  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  a t t a c k  
w a s  l aunched  by bugle  c a l l s .  The marine  s e n t r i e s  f i r e d  

b lank  ammunition and t h e n  j o i n e d  t h e  p i c q u e t s  who r e t r e a t e d ,  

f i r i n g  as t h e y  went,  t o  j o i n  t h e  main defence a t  t h e  t o p  o f  

t h e  h i l l .  The many thousands o f  s p e c t a t o r s  l i n i n g  t h e  

slopes of Beacon H i l l  cheered  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e s ,  w e r e  deaf-  

ened by t h e  v o l l e y  f i r e  of t h e  defenders  and t h e  independent  

f i r e  o f  t h e  a t t a c k e r s ,  and a f t e r w a r d s  were t r e a t e d  t o  ano- 

t h e r  s p e c t a c l e  when a l l  of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  paraded on t h e  

James Bay s i d e  o f  Beacon H i l l  for a march p a s t .  A d m i r a l  

s t evenson  , Commander-in-Chie f of t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n ,  took 

t h e  s a l u t e ,  w i t h  Lieu tenant -Genera l  Dewdney and Japanese  

Consul Nosse on t h e  s a l u t i n g  s t a n d .  Next day,  a memorandum 
f r o m  t h e  Admiral t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander commented " t h e  
Royal Marine detachments under Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawstorne 

w e r e  n o t  t o  be su rpas sed  i n  appearance o r  s t e a d i n e s s  d u r i n g  

t h e  day.  #I9 

t h e i r  praise.  

On t h e  day,  fo r tuna t e4y  

The l o c a l  p r e s s  and populace were ecstat ic  i n  

A more in fo rma l  c o n t a c t  w a s  mainta ined between t h e  
mar ines ,  t h e  local  m i l i t i a  and c i t i z e n s  on t h e  s p o r t s  f i e l d .  

I n d i v i d u a l  marines and s o m e t i m e s  a complete team p a r t i c i p a -  



t ed  i n  l a c r o s s e ,  soccer, rugby,  c y c l i n g ,  t e n n i s ,  s a i l i n g ,  
canoeing,  r i f l e  s h o o t i n g  and t r apshoo t ing .  The o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and manage- 

ment of a new g o l f  course j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  b a r r a c k  g a t e .  

C r i c k e t  was p l ayed  r e g u l a r l y  throughout  t h e  summer on a 
p i t c h  l a i d  o u t  and c a r e f u l l y  tended w i t h i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s .  Tug 

of w a r  was a popu la r  local  s p o r t  and t h e  marines  f r e q u e n t l y  

p u l l e d  a g a i n s t  l oca l  teams. I n  a l l  t h e s e  endeavours t h e  e m-  
p h a s i s  i n  marine p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was o n  spor t smanship ,  a s  Ma- 

jor  Rawstorne made clear ve ry  soon a f t e r  t h e  de tachment ' s  

a r r i v a l ,  i n  a let ter  t o  t h e  Spor t ing  E d i t o r  of  t h e  Local  

paper  : - 
I n  your  impres s ion  o f  Sa turday ,  June 2 ,  t h e r e  

appears  a n o t i c e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  R.M.A. 

c h a l l e n g e  t h e  V i c t o r i a  F i r e  Brigade t o  comp- 

le te  a t u g  of w a r .  I beg t o  inform you t h a t  
t h e  n o t i c e  w a s  w r i t t e n  and i n s e r t e d  i n  your 

paper  by a c i v i l i a n .  A cha l l enge  couched i n  
such "bad form" would never have emanated 

from t h e s e  b a r r a c k s ,  and a l though my men were 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  n o t  meeting t h e  F i r e  Br igade  

on t h e  o c c a s i p n  of t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  

Queen's B i r t h d a y  t h e  i d e a  of p u l l i n g  t h e  F i r e  

Brigade for "any amount of money" a s  t h e  no- 
t ice  i s  g r a t e f u l l y  worded, would n o t  be accor-  
d ing  t o  t h e  custom of t h e  RMA who compete more 
f o r  s p o r t  and honour than money.10 

Such a le t te r  undoubtedly won a g r e a t  d e a l  of  suppor t  and re- 
s p e c t  for  t h e  detachment from a l a r g e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  popula-  

t i o n .  
There w e r e  o t h e r  links between t h e  men of t h e  g a r r i s o n  

and t h e  l o c a l  community which were forged  through t h e  gar-  

r i s o n  church .  Wi th in  a month of t h e  f i r s t  Sunday church pa- 
rade ,  S t .  S a v i o u r ' s  church h e l d  a fund r a i s i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

evening under  t h e  pa t ronage  of Major Rawstorne w i t h  a pro- 
gramme of songs ,  r e c i t a t i o n s ,  music and demons t ra t ions  of 
bayonet ,  mus i ca l  and p h y s i c a l  d r i l l  by t h e  mar ines .  11 When 



a n o t h e r  fund r a i s i n g  e v e n t  was h e l d  i n  November 1 8 9 4  t h e  lo-  
ca l  newpaper acknowledged marine p a r t i c i p a t i o n  with:-  

To  Gunner Ayton and twelve o t h e r  members of t h e  

Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  t h e  Ladies  Aid and Guild 

o f  S t .  S a v i o u r ’ s  church owe i n  a g r e a t  measure 
t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e i r  bazaa r  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
i n  F a i r a l l ’ s  H a l l ,  V i c t o r i a  West, y e s t e r d a y  a f -  
t e rnoon  and evening.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e  

a r t i s t i c  manner i n  which t h e  h a l l  had been dec- 
o r a t e d  for  t h e  l a d i e s  bazaa r  was due t o  the 
s o l d i e r s ,  wh i l e  p a r t  two of t h e  evenings  prog- 
ramme was e n t i r e l y  under t h e i r  charge  and was 
handled  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a l l  who w e r e  
f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  hea r  it.. .I2 

And it w a s  n o t  necessary  t o  have a fund r a i s i n g  impera t ive  
for  an  e n j o y a b l e  evening:-  

A s u r p r i s e  p a r t y ,  ove r  200 s t r o n g  and headed 
by t h e  f i f e  and drum band o f  S t .  S a v i o u r ’ s  
church ,  Vic tor ia  W e s t ,  [the Marine band o u t  o f  

uniform?’) stormed t h e  r acque t  c o u r t  a t  t h e  
b a r r a c k s ,  Esquimal t ,  l a s t  even ing ,  and w a s  
h e a r t i l y  r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r t a i n e d .  The par-  
t y  was g o t t e n  up by M r .  and M r s .  Crocker and 

Mrs. F u r n i v a l  whose arrangements f o r  t h e  a f-  
f a i r  were complete i n  every d e t a i l .  When t h e  

p a r t y  d i s p e r s e d  a t  midnight a car i n  w a i t i n g  

conveyed them t o  t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  c i t y .  By 
t h e  k i n d  pe rmis s ion  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
b a r r a c k s  t h e  mens t i m e  was extended.  The am- 
usements f u r n i s h e d  du r ing  t h e  evening were 
g r e a t l y  en joyed .  A good mus ica l  programme, 
i n c l u s i v e  of o r c h e s t r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  was 

r ende red ,  danc ing  was l a r g e l y  indulged  i n  and 
r e f r e shmen t s  w e r e  abundantly s e r v e d .  The Quar-  
t e r m a s t e r- s e r g e a n t  extended a w a r m  welcome t o  
t h e  p a r t y  and sa id  he hoped such e v e n t s  would 
f r e q u e n t l y  be r e p e a t e d ,  i n  r e p l y  t o  which M r s .  



F u r n i v a l ,  i n  a short  add res s  a s su red  him t h a t  

ano the r  s imi la r  meet ing would s h o r t l y  be  h e l d .  13 

The c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  V i c t o r i a  West community d i d  n o t  

d imin i sh .  

I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  long  b e f o r e  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t  had ex- 
tended t o  embrace t h e  whole Vic tor ia  a r e a .  Sometimes it was 

a p e r s o n a l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  a family  f o r  a meal, a cel- 
e b r a t i o n  or f o r  a tennis a f t e r n o o n .  A t  o t h e r  t i m e s  t h e  oc- 
c a s i o n s  w e r e  more formal and b i g g e r .  
bes t  remembered o f  t h e  l a r g e r  a f f a i r s ,  when t h e  marines  w e r e  

h o s t s ,  occur redon  24 January  1 8 9 9 ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  of t h e  

de tachment ' s  t o u r  of  d u t y .  It was h e l d  i n  the  r a c q u e t  c o u r t  

a t  t h e  b a r r a c k s  and w a s  h o s t e d  by Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

and Royal Engineers  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r s  and non-commissioned 

o f f i c e r s .  A l a r g e  number of g u e s t s  were i n v i t e d  i n c l u d i n g  

o f f i c e r s  of t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  war ran t ,  p e t t y  and non-commissioned 

o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Royal Navy s h i p s  and dockyard, non-commis- 
s i o n e d  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  1st s a t t a l i o n ,  5 t h  Regiment Canadian 

A r t i l l e r y ,  V i c t o r i a ' s  m i l i t i a- g u n n e r s ,  and many prominent  

c i t i z e n s .  Afterward it w a s  r epo r t ed :-  

Probably one o f  t h e  

The Racquet Court  w a s  a r t i s t i c a l l y  decora ted . . .  

a somewhat l e n g t h y  programme ar ranged  (voca l  

mus ica l  and danc ing)  ... e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  done t o  
p l e a s e  t h e  e y e s  and d e l i g h t  of  t h e  company pre-  
s e n t ,  and r e n d e r  t h e  evening an en joyable  one 

... The e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of t h e  f l o o r ,  which 

though s m a l l ,  is one of t h e  b e s t  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  

g i v i n g  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n . . . A  p l e n t i f u l  supply 

of r e f r e shmen t s  was handed round...The g u e s t s  

depa r t ed  abou t  2:15 a . m .  a f t e r  express ing  them- 
s e l v e s  a s  be ing  h i g h l y  d e l i g h t e d  a t  having had 

an o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  spending such an en joyable  
evening  ... 14 

The whole a f f a i r  had been managed by a committee of f o u r  N C O ' s  

t h r e e  of them mar ines ,  appo in t ed  by a m e s s  membership of n o t  

more t h a n  20. 
Many o f  t h e  mar ines  who enjoyed t h e  evening a t  t h e  r ac-  

q u e t  c o u r t  had s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  detachment s i n c e  i t s  a r r i v a l  



i n  1893,  b u t  there had been some changes among i t s  personne l .  

Major W.F. T ro t t e r  commanded t h e  detachment i n  1899 having 
t a k e n  o v e r  from Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawstorne i n  1897. Capta in  

F.N. Templer l e f t  i n  1895 on s i c k  l eave  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  d i e  o f  
h i s  i l l n e s s  i n ' S o u t h  A f r i c a .  L i eu t enan t  G.R. Poole r ep l aced  

him. Surgeon A.G.S. B e l l  R .N .  r e l i e v e d  Surgeon J . C .  Wood 
R . N .  i n  December 1894  as t h e  detachment ' s  d o c t o r .  Almost 
h a l f  of t h e  o t h e r  ranks  o f  t h e  detachment changed du r ing  t h e  

p e r i o d  1893-99 a l though  most of t h e  submarine mine r s ,  spec-  
i a l l y  t r a i n e d  f o r  du ty  a t  Esquimal t ,  s t a y e d  f o r  t h e  whole 

p e r i o d .  Those who l e f t  d i d  so f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r ea sons ,  f o r  
example: complet ion o f  s e r v i c e  engagement; l o c a l  d i s c h a r g e  
by purchase  i n  a t  l e a s t  one ca se  - Gunner John Fry;  death  i n  
one case - Gunner H e r b e r t  Reynolds; and t h e  normal t r a n s f e r  
of  mar ines  t o  sea d u t y .  There were s i x  d e s e r t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  

f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  and one man i s  known t o  have been embarked 
f o r  misconduct .  Replacements came o u t  from England o r  from 
sh ipboa rd  d u t y  w i t h  t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron. The comings and go- 
i n g s  w e r e  no more than  a s t e a d y  t r i c k l e  u n t i l  t h e  detachment& 

t o u r  of du ty  w a s  extended when it w a s  neces sa ry  t o  r e p l a c e  some 
twenty men, t i m e  e x p i r e d  w i t h  a d r a f t  from England. 

There i s  no doubt  t h a t  t h e  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  o f  the  

off icers  and men of the  detachment l e f t  Esquimal t  w i t h  con- 

s i d e r a b l e  r e g r e t .  During t h e i r  s t a y ,  t h e y  l i v e d  comfortably  
i n  Work P o i n t  Ba r r acks  and l e d  an a c t i v e  g a r r i s o n  l i f e .  By 

t h e i r  conduc t  t h e y  ea rned  t he  favour  and r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
community. The s t r o n g  l i n k s  e s t a b l i s h e d  between g a r r i s o n  and 
community were mutua l ly  b e n e f i c i a l  and mutua l ly  en joyab le .  
They made it easier  for t h e  detachment t o  complete i t s  d u t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  m i l i t i a .  



Cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  Defences 

The agreement s i g n e d  by B r i t a i n  and Canada i n  1893 provided 

f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of new permanent defences  f o r  Esquimal t .  

Before  t h e  agreement w a s  s i gned  a scale df armaments had been 

decided upon i n  London, England, a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  between 

t h e  Admiral ty ,  the War O f f i c e  and t h e  General  , O f f i c e r  Comman- 
d ing ,  Canada, and s i t e  p l a n s  had been drawn up. AS a condi-  

t i o n  of t h e  agreement,  B r i t a i n  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  appo in t ing  

a s u p e r v i s i n g  e n g i n e e r  and f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  neces sa ry  

defence works. I t  was c o n f i d e n t l y  expec ted  t h a t  t h e  defences  

cou ld  be  completed w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  

proved t o  be an o v e r l y  o p t i m i s t i c  f o r e c a s t .  
The B r i t i s h  o f f i c e  hav ing  o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  new defences  f o r  Esquimal t  was t h a t  of  

t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General  of F o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  W a r  O f f i c e .  

Tha t  o f f i c e  appo in t ed  Major Herbe r t  Hugh Muirhead, Royal 

Engineers ,  as t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  e n g i n e e r .  H e  s a i l e d  from 

Liverpool ,  England,  on t h e  P a r i s i a n  on 1 7  August 1893 , l  s p e n t  
a f e w  days i n  Ottawa a t  m i l i t i a  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  

p l a n s  f o r  t h e  de fences  h e  c a r r i e d  w i t h  him, and then  cont inued  

h i s  journey t o  Victor ia  where he  took up temporary r e s i d e n c e  

a t  t h e  D a l l a s  h o t e l  on 3 September. 
A sma l l  t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f  had a r r i v e d  a f e w  days e a r l i e r  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Royal Engineer  (RE)  Works Of f i ce  i n  Work P o i n t  

Bar racks .  They had been s e n t  o u t  from England, the l a s t  of 
2 them, Quar te rmas te r  Se rgean t  G .  Reeve, j o i n i n g  on 29 August. 

The f i rs t  r eco rded  p u b l i c  a c t i o n  of t h e  new o f f i c e  was a news- 
paper  c a l l  f o r  t e n d e r s  f o r  l a n d  and wa te r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on 3 
February 1894.3 
the s t a f f  worked i n  temporary accommodation u n t i l  a new b u i l d-  

i n g ,  a u t h o r i z e d  on 1 0  March 1894 by t h e  War O f f i c e ,  was corn 

p l e t e d ,  a t  a c o s t  o f  L 6 0 ,  on 31 December 1894. 

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and f o r  t h e  rest  of t h e  y e a r ,  

4 

The o r i g i n a l  i d e a  w a s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  w i th  a 
work f o r c e  of Chinese l a b o u r e r s  and Royal Engineer a r t i f i c e r s  



and s u p e r v i s o r s .  Cos t  e s t i m a t e s  i n  t h e  agreement were based ' 

on this premise and t h e  i n t e n t i o n  p e r s i s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  end of 

1893. But it proved t o  b e  imposs ib le  i n  p r a c t i c e .  The loca l  
economy was dep res sed .  Many wh i t e  workers were unemployed. 

I n  t h e s e  c i r cums tances  p r e f e r e n t i a l  r e c r u i t i n g  of Chinese la-  
bour  would have in f lamed local  r a c i a l  t e n s j o n s .  Even t h e  

mere p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Chinese l abour  might be h i r e d  w a s  e- 
nough fo r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  b e  asked i n  V i c t o r i a ' s  d a i l y  papers  and 

i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  p a r l i a m e n t .  The q u e s t i o n s  w e r e '  answered by a 
local  newspaper i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t ,  which r e v e a l e d  o n l y  

two Chinese employed by t h e  garrison ', and by f e d e r a l  mini-  

sters i n  p a r l i a m e n t  who denied  t h e r e  was any cause  for  con- 
c e r n  abou t  B r i t i s h  i n t e n t i o n s . 6  

o r i g i n a l  i d e a  of employing Chinese had been abandoned. In-  

s t e a d ,  wh i t e  day l a b o u r  was h i r e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  defences ,  

s u p e r v i s e d  by Royal Eng inee r s .  A measure of t h e  d e l i c a c y  of 

t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and o f  t h e  r e l i e f  t h e  change i n  p o l i c y  brought ,  

i s  t o  be seen i n  a b r i e f  r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  submi t ted  by 

t h e  Major General  Commanding t h e  Canadian M i l i t i a  a f t e r  v i s i t -  

i n g  Esquimal t  i n  December 1 8 9 4 :-  ".. .it i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  r e c o u r s e  t o  a l i e n  l abour  has n o t  been neces sa ry .  

By t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 9 4  t h e  

I, 7 

The Royal Engineer  e lement  of  t h e  work f o r c e  reached E s -  

q u i m a l t  i n  May 1894. L ieu t enan t  H.W. Gordon and 20 s appe r s  

of 18  Company Royal Engineers  s t a t i o n e d  i n  H a l i f a x ,  Nova Sco- 

t i a ,  were a s s i g n e d  to temporary du ty  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  de- 

f e n c e s .  They a r r i v e d  i n  Vic to r i a  aboard t h e  P r e m i e r  from Van- 
couver  on  1 May 1894 and were accommodated i n  Work P o i n t  Bar- 
r a c k s  d e s p i t e  a mi ld  p r o t e s t  from t h e  Admiralty.8 

tachment t hey  would remain a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a l though  t h e r e  
w a s  some replacement  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  commander, 

L i e u t e n a n t  Gordon, who w a s  r e l i e v e d  by L i e u t e n a n t  G.C.E.  E l -  

l i o t t  on l November 1897 .  The detachment was grouped w i t h  t h e  

pe r sonne l  o f  t h e  Works O f f i c e  under t h e  o v e r a l l  command o f  
Major Muirhead. 

s i tes  fo r  t h e  new works.  The s i t e  o f  t h e  temporary b a t t e r y  
a t  Macaulay P o i n t ,  a l r e a d y  i n  f e d e r a l  hands,  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

As a de- 

Major Muirhead 's  f i r s t  t a s k  was t o  s e c u r e  t h e  necessary  



.. . , 

t h e  B r i t i s h  War Department for “so long  as it w a s  r e q u i r e d  

for defence purposes .  * I g  On 5 September 1 8 9 4 , n o t i c e  was g iven  

of t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  of nearby Sea V i e w  Road and a p o r t i o n  of 
Stephenson Road l y i n g  s o u t h  o f  Vaughan St ree t  t o  expand t h e  

s i t e .  A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away, a t  t h e  b a s e  of S i g n a l  H i l l  on 

Esquimal t  Harbour, l a n d  w a s  purchased f o r  t h e  new submarine 

mining and army ordnance e s t ab l i shmen t s .  The t o t a l  cost of 

t h e  Macaulay and S i g n a l  H i l l  sites w a s  $52,900.11, 

(L10869.17.9)L0 Canada payed. On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Esqui- 

m a l t  ha rbour ,  a t  Rodd H i l l ,  some 38 acres owned by Cec i l i a  E .  

Young s i n c e  h e r  purchase  of it from t h e  Hudson‘s Bay Company 

on 4 December 1861, w a s  purchased a l s o  by t h e  Canadian govern- 

ment a t  a c o s t  of $3800 (L780.16.5) on 26 November 1 8 9 4 .  11 

Th i s  was enough t o  a l l ow c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t w o  6- inch ba t-  

ter ies  scheduled  f o r  t h e  s i t e .  The Belmont House (farm) pro-  

p e r t y  of 6 4/10 acres w a s  added t o  t h e  Young p r o p e r t y  on 5 
June 1899, expanding t h e  Rodd H i l l  s i t e  i n l a n d  and a long t h e  
harbour  s h o r e  t o  t h e  Belmont road and j e t t y  t o  p rov ide  a sum- 

m e r  t r a i n i n g  area. l2 
a c q u i s i t i o n  seems t o  have  been i n o r d i n a t e l y  slow, b u t  i t  d i d  

not  d e l a y  t h e  work of c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new bat ter ies .  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  the whole p roces s  of s i t e  

The o l d  temporary de fences  were d ismant led .  The f i r s t  

o l d  b a t t e r y  t o  go w a s  t h a t  a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  By June 1 8 9 4 ,  

i t s  7- inch RML guns had been removed. They were t o  be re- 
tu rned  t o  England.  Next, between June and December, t h e  guns 

were removed from Brothers I s l a n d  and t h e  works t h e r e  were 
l e v e l l e d .  The 3- inch RML gun o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  was shipped to  
England and t h e  two 64-pounder W ‘ s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  Vancouver 

and New Westminster  f o r  d r i l l  purposes  . I3 The t w o  64-pounders 

s t a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  B e a t t y  S t r e e t  armoury i n  Vancouver today.  
The Vic to r ia  P o i n t  and F in layson  P o i n t  b a t t e r i e s  w e r e  r e t a i n e d  

fo r  d r i l l  purposes  f o r  a number of y e a r s 1 4 ,  probably u n t i l  t h e  
m i l i t i a  w e r e  t r a i n e d  on t h e  new 6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns and 

had f i r e d  them i n  November 1898.  The e v e n t u a l  f a t e  of  t h e  

f o u r  guns of t h e s e  bat ter ies i s  n o t  known, b u t  t h e r e  i s  
s t r o n g  ev idence  t h a t  one of them w a s  t r a s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d r i l l  

h a l l  on Menzies S t r e e t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  and when i t  w a s  no l onge r  of 
u s e  it w a s  b u r i e d  immediately behind t h e  h a l l .  



The f i r s t  new b a t t e r y  t o  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  was t h e  key ba t-  

t e r y  a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  Au tho r i t y  f o r  t h e  work t o  s t a r t  had 

been g iven  t o  Major Muirhead on 1 4  August 1893, three  days  

b e f o r e  he  l e f t  England. The t a s k  o f  l e v e l l i n g  t h e  o l d  e a r t h -  

works and of  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  whole s i t e  was s t a r t e d  on 28 Feb- 
r u a r y  1 8 9 4 .  The pace i n c r e a s e d  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  D e-  

tachment  Of 18  Company and c o n s t r u c t i o n  machinery which i n-  

c l u d e d  a rock c r u s h e r .  By 1 0  June,  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

Detachment had d i smant led  t h e  o l d  7- inch RML guns and re- 
moved them t o  t h e  dockyard. A f t e r  t h e  boundar ies  w e r e  f i n a l -  

i s e d  i n  September t h e  s i t e  was s e a l e d  o f f  from p u b l i c  acces s .  

Warning s i g n s  and p r e s s  n o t i c e s  t h rea t ened  s e v e r e  p e n a l t i e s  

f o r  any a c t  of  t r e s p a s s .  l5 Cons t ruc t ion  then  began. The 
work was l a b o r i o u s  as  c o n s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  of s o l i d  rock 

had  t o  b e  excava ted .  Neve r the l e s s ,  by t h e  end of t h e  summer 

o f  1895 t h e  p r o j e c t  had progressed  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  

m a j o r i t y  of t h e  l abour  f o r c e  could  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  ano the r  

s i t e .  
The a u t h o r i t y  t o  b e g i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  Rodd H i l l ,  Muir- 

h e a d s '  second p r i o r i t y ,  w a s  g iven  by t h e  War Of f i ce  on 2 2  
A p r i l  1895, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  former Young p rope r ty  t h e r e  

had been purchased.  Before  any work began on t h e  f o r t i f i c a -  
t i o n s  an  e a r t h  f i l l  j e t t y  was b u i l t  on t h e  harbour  s i d e  o f  

t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  War O f f i c e  expense t o  a l low t h e  easy  l and ing  

of men and m a t e r i a l  t r a n s p o r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  harbour  from Sig-  

n a l  H i l l .  Cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  lower of t h e  t w o  b a t t e r i e s  

a t  Rodd H i l l  began on 6 September 1895. 
The new works a t  bo th  Macaulay P o i n t  and Rodd H i l l  were 

armed i n  1 8 9 6- 7 .  The f i r s t  6- inch M V I  gun on a MX I V  

d i s a p p e a r i n g  mounting had a r r i v e d  from England on 1 0  December 

1 8 9 4 .  On Thursday March 5 ,  1896, t h e  Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  of V i c -  

t o r i a  r e p o r t e d :  
The e s p e c i a l l y  heavy C.P.R.  cars loaded wi th  cannon 

and ammunition f o r  t h e  l and  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  Es -  

qu ima l t  l e f t  H a l i f a x  t e n  days ago, having been 

brought  across t h e  A t l a n t i c  by t h e  s teamship  S t .  

John C i t y .  There a r e  f i v e  p i e c e s  of ordnance of 



t h e  l a t e s t  s i x- i n c h  long  “Mark I V  H.P. d i s a p p e a r i n g  

class ,  each  of which i s  stamped R.C.D. I V  - 1890 
c w t . ,  R e g  N o .  A .  792 ,  W.D. ,816 

They were unloaded f r o m  t h e  s teamship  Charmer i n  V i c t o r i a  har-  

bour on March 1 2 .  Master  Gunner Wild and S e r g e a n t  Armament 

A r t i f i c e r  Watson, b o t h  of t h e  Royal A r t i l l e r y  a r r i v e d  from 

H a l i f a x  on 29 A p r i l  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work of mounting t h e  

new guns.  The f i r s t  w a s  mounted a t  Rodd H i l l  by 3 J u l y  and 

a l l  t h r e e  a l l o t t e d  t o  Macaulay P o i n t  were i n  p’lace by 11 D e c-  

ember. 

a t  Rodd H i l l  ( 3 )  on 2 2  October 1 8 9 7  and a t  Macaulay P o i n t  ( 3 )  

on 30 October.  The gun crews were provided by t h e  Royal M a-  

r i n e  A r t i l l e r y  Detachment from Work P o i n t  Bar racks .  

Proof f i r i n g  of a l l  s i x  guns on t h e i r  mountings took p l ace  

The armament p l a n  f o r  t h e  new defences  i nc luded  f i e l d  

a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  and machine guns, bo th  o f  which were i n t e n-  

ded t o  be used i n  t h e  landward defence of t h e  coast b a t t e r i e s .  

O r i g i n a l l y  16-pdr f i e l d  guns w e r e  p r e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  s i x  of t h e  
l a t e s t  13-pounder RML guns were s u b s t i t u t e d  and were sh ip-  

ped from England t o  r e a c h  Esquimalt  by 26 May 1896. S i x  M a x i m  
machine guns on f i e l d  c a r r i a g e s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  The 

B r i t i s h  War O f f i c e  gave a u t h o r i t y  on 26 June 1897 fo r  a gun 

shed t o  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Work P o i n t  Barracks  t o  house bo th  

t y p e s  of weapons. I t  was s t a r t e d  on 1 September 1897 and 

handed over  t o  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment on 31 
March 1898 .  l7 A s h e l l  and c a r t r i d g e  store f o r  13-pounder am- 
muni t ion was a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  and handed over 
by 5 October 1898, w h i l e  machine gun ammunition stores were 
b u i l t  a t  Macaulay P o i n t  and i n  t h e  Lower B a t t e r y  a t  Rodd 

H i l l .  
A f t e r  t h e  proof  f i r i n g s ,  t h e  new works ,  complete w i th  

guns,  ammunition and stores, were handed over  t o  t h e  Royal 

Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment by t h e  Royal Engineers .  Those 
a t  Macaulay P o i n t  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  on 30 November 1897 and 
t h o s e  a t  Rodd H i l l  on 31 March 1898. F o r t  Rodd H i l l  then 

c o n s i s t e d  o f  Lower B a t t e r y  wi th  t h e  e x t r a s  of a machine gun 
ammunition store (Smal l  A r m s  Ammunition Store) and a s k i d -  



d ing  shed ,  Casemate Barracks ,  Upper B a t t e r y  and t h e  Warrant 

O f f i c e r s  Q u a r t e r .  
While t h e  6- inch bat ter ies  a t  Macaulay P o i n t  and Rodd 

H i l l  had always been seen  a s  t h e  core of t h e  new defences ,  

the p l a n  inc luded  a few h e a v i e r  guns f o r  coun te r  bombardment 

t a s k s .  The e x p e r t s  who cons idered  t h e  matter i n  t h e  1880's 
a g r e e d  upon t h e  concept ,  b u t  s h a r p l y  d i s a g r e e d  upon t h e  t ype ,  

number and s i t i n g  of such guns. I n  t h e  e a r l y  1890's t h e  War 

O f f i c e  dec ided  upon f o u r  9-inch RML guns t o  be S i t e d  on 
S a n g s t e r s  H i l l ,  a remote s i t e  t o  a f l a n k ,  b u t  one which gave 

u s e f u l  e x t r a  range .  De ta i l ed  p l a n s  were drawn up  and agreed  

by t h e  General  O f f i c e r  Commanding, Canada. However, i n  March 

1893, s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  Major Muirhead l e f t  f o r  Esquimal t ,  t h e  

War O f f i c e  changed i t s  mind, bowing t o  t h e  argument t h a t  t h e  
S a n g s t e r  H i l l  s i t e  was too  i s o l a t e d  and,  i f  c ap tu red  by an 

enemy, i t s  guns c o u l d  be  t u rned  e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  Esquimalt .  

Muirhead l e f t  f o r  Esquimalt  wi th  t h e  sugges t ion  t h a t  a new 

s i te  shou ld  be chosen between Saxe P o i n t  and S i g n a l  H i l l ,  

w i t h i n  t h e  defended a r e a .  
velopment,  a 9.2- inch breech load ing  piece f i r i n g  a 380 pound 

s h e l l  t o  a r ange  o f  1 7 , 4 0 0  ya rds .  I n  November 1897, Muirhead 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  two of t h e  new guns could  replace t h e  f o u r  
RML pieces c o n s i d e r e d  t o  d a t e .  S i g n a l  H i l l  became t h e  

s i t e  favoured  by bo th  Muirhead and t h e  War O f f i c e ,  b u t  t h e  

a d m i r a l  commanding t h e  P a c i f i c  Squadron o b j e c t e d  on t h e  

grounds  t h a t  t h e  dockyard and nava l  anchorage would undoubt- 
e d l y  r e c e i v e  most o f  any coun te r  f i r e  d i r e c t e d  upon S igna l  

H i l l .  The m a t t e r  of  s i t i n g  was s t i l l  unreso lved  when t h e  mar- 

i n e s  l e f t  i n  September 1899 a l though  an armament of two 9.2- 
i n c h  guns had been approved. 

- 

Meanwhile a new gun was under de- 

S i t i n g  a heavy gun b a t t e r y ,  a l though  impor tan t ,  was no t  

t h e  most u r g e n t  m a t t e r  under d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The 

Admira l ty  and t h e  War Of f i ce  were much more a c u t e l y  aware of 

t h e  menace posed by t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of f a s t  torpedo boa t s  i n  

t h e  Russian p a c i f i c  f l e e t .  The new b o a t s  were cons idered  
t o  be a b l e  t o  run  i n  through t h e  gun f i r e  o f  t h e  h e a v i e r  
coast de fence  b a t t e r i e s  w i t h  a very good chance of s u r v i v a l ,  



_' 

e n t e r  a harbour  and a t t a c k  any vessels  a t  anchor  w i t h  tor-  . 
pedoes b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  a g a i n  a t  h igh  speed.  Sh ips  a t  anchor  

were i d e a l  t o rpedo  t a r g e t s  and i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  env i sage  

any e f f e c t i v e  de fence  a g a i n s t  such an a t t a c k  once t h e  d e l i v -  

e r i n g  to rpedo  b o a t  w a s  i n s i d e  t h e  harbour .  I n  1893 t h e  p l a n  

to  counter  such an  a t t a c k  upon Esquimalt  c a l l e d  f o r  a mine- 

f i e l d  a t  t h e  ha rbour  mouth, two 6-pdr QF Hotchkiss  guns t o  
cove r  i t  and t w o  Defence Elec t r ic  L igh t s  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  any 

enemy a t t empt  t o  e n t e r  t h e  harbour  o r  b reach  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  
under cover  o f  da rkness .  The s i t i n g  of t h e  mines,  guns and 

l i g h t s  was l e f t  t o  Major Muirhead. I n  t h e  w i n t e r  of  1895-6 

h e  conducted a r e a p p r a i s a l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  wi th  Lieu-  

t e n a n t  W.O. Boothby R .N . ,  t o rpedo  l i e u t e n a n t  of  H.M.S. Royal 
Ar thu r ,  f l a g s h i p  o f  t h e  Pac i f ic  Squadron, wi th  t h e  app rova l  

of t h e  admiral commanding t h e  squadron.  A j o i n t  report con- 

t a i n e d  t h e i r  recommendations. 

__- 

T h e  Muirhead-Boothby r e p o r t  was submit ted on 30 March 

1896  and forwarded t o  England under a cover ing  let ter  by 
Rear A d m i r a l  H . F .  S tephenson,  Commander-in-Chief, P a c i f i c  

S t a t i o n .  l9 
c o n t e n t  of a s u i t a b l e  m i n e f i e l d  and l o c a t e d  i t s  obse rv ing  

s t a t i o n  and tes t  room. The two a l l o t t e d  e lectr ic  l i g h t s  w e r e  
t o  be emplaced a t  Rodd H i l l  (movable s ea rch  beam) and Black 

Rock ( f i x e d  beam), w h i l e  t h e  two 6-pdr QF Hotchkiss  guns 
w e r e  t o  be s i t e d  a t  Duntze Head. A s t r o n g  recommendation w a s  
added t h a t  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  6-pdr QF guns should be s i t e d  a t  
Black Rock and a n o t h e r  s e a r c h l i g h t  be p laced  - a t  Cape Saxe t o  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  defence  and provide some p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  s m a l l  b o a t  l a n d i n g s  on t h e  shore  between Black Rock 

and Macaulay P o i n t .  A d m i r a l  Stephenson expressed  h i s  sup- 

p o r t  for  the p l a n  and recommendations and recommended t h a t  

t h e  f i f t y - e i g h t  submarine mines proposed f o r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  
should  be supplemented by a s m a l l  r e s e r v e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  
exploded du r ing  an a t t a c k ,  by s o m e  mines f o r  practice and by 

some 501b mines f o r  use  a g a i n s t  sma l l  b o a t  l and ings .  H e  a l s o  

l i s t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  mining c r a f t  a s  necessary  f o r  l a y i n g  and 

main ta in ing  t h e  m i n e f i e l d :  

The r e p o r t  d e f i n e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  boundar ies  and 



w i t h  mooring complete 

1 m i n e r  
1 steam launch  
3 Junc t ion  box b o a t s  

1 cu t te r  
3 dinghies/  

1 s k i f f  

F i n a l l y , h e  a s s e s s e d  ':he c u r r e n t  s t r e n g t h  of 1 6  Royal Marine 
A r t i l l e r y  submarine miners  as q u i t e  inadequa te  f o r  t h e  main- 

t enance  and o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  planned m i n e f i e l d  and recommen- 

ded an i n c r e a s e  t o  65 .  See - Appendix E.  

The recommendations from Esquimalt  w e r e  cons ide red  a t  

l e n g t h  i n  London, England,  and were matched wi th  t h e  l a t e s t  
armament development. On 1 6  March 1 8 9 8  t h e  War O f f i c e  re- 
commended t h a t  f o u r  of  t h e  new 12-pdr QF guns shou ld  be 

mounted i n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  two 6 -pdr QF Hotchkiss  guns o r-  

i g i n a l l y  planned.  '' The Admiralty qu ick ly  ag reed  and on 30 

A p r i l  1 8 9 8  t h e  War O f f i c e  approved t h e  new p l a n  f o r  t h e  de- 

fence  of t h e  harbour  e n t r a n c e .  I t  al lowed f o r  a mine f i e ld  

c o n t a i n i n g  32 one hundred pound e l e c t r o- c o n t a c t  mines 

s p r e a d  on  bo th  s i d e s  of a f r i e n d l y  channel  200 y a r d s  wide,  

22  f i v e  hundred pound obse rva t ion  mines i n  the f r i e n d l y  chan- 

n e l  and 4 f i f t y  pound electro c o n t a c t  mines i n  t h e  sha l lows  
under  Rodd H i l l .  To p r o t e c t  t h i s  m i n e f i e l d  t w o  ba t t e r i e s ,  each 

of t w o  12-pdr QF guns,  were t o  be s i t e d  a t  Rodd H i l l  ( B e l -  

mont) and Black Rock and a b a t t e r y  of two 6-pdr QF Hotch- 

k i s s  guns a t  Duntze Head. Two Electr ic  l i g h t s  were t o  be  e m -  
p l a c e d  on t h e  s h o r e  on each s i d e  of t h e  harbour  e n t r a n c e .  

The War O f f i c e  s w i f t l y  i s s u e d  a series of a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  

for  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  new works. They reached  Major 

Muirhead a t  an opportune t i m e  when t h e  work on t h e  6- inch 

batteries a t  Macaulay P o i n t  and Rodd H i l l  w a s  complete .  Au- 
t h o r i t y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  engine room and electric l i g h t  po- 

s i t i o n s  a t  Rodd H i l l  w a s  g iven  on 25 Apr i l  1 8 9 8  and work be- 

gan on I May. 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  began on 3 September. Meanwhile t h e  submarine 
mining e s t a b l i s h m e n t  on the o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  ha rbour  was 

Belmont B a t t e r y  w a s  a u t h o r i z e d  on 3 May and 



completed.  By 5 October  it h e l d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  stores 
f o r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  and had been handed over  t o  t h e  Royal Ma- 

r i n e  A r t i l l e r y  Detachment. 21 
Black Rock B a t t e r y ,  w a s  s t a r t e d  on 1 5  October .  22 

began on t h e  a d j a c e n t  e lec t r ic  l i g h t  p o s i t i o n s  and engine  

room. 

The second 12-pdr b a t t e r y ,  
Work also 

Almost unno t i ced  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ac-  

t i v i t y ,  an Army Ordnance depo t  was completed a longs ide  t h e  

submarine mining e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  By 5 October 1898, i t  con- 
t a i n e d  a Warrant  O f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r ,  t h e  submarine mining 

s t o r e k e e p e r s  q u a r t e r ,  a guard room, an o f f i c e  and a reserve 
s t o r e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t w o  s t o r e y s  measuring 1 0 0  X 30 f e e t .  I t  

would ho ld  a r e s e r v e  of e s s e n t i a l  ordnance s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  

de fences  - and ac t  as a c l e a r i n g  house f o r  stores a r r i v i n g  from 

England. I n  1898,  t h e  depot  w a s  s t a f f e d  by Royal Engineers  

i n  t h e  absence of Army Ordnance Corps personne l .  2 3  

Many of t h e  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h i s  f l u r r y  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
1898 were n o t  completed b e f o r e  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

g a r r i s o n  l e f t  Esquimal t .  What t h e n  w a s  t h e  a c t u a l  s ta te  o f  
t h e  de fences  on 2 8  September 1899  when t h e  detachment was 

r e l i e v e d ?  The de fences  were c e r t a i n l y  n o t  complete. S i x  

6- inch guns had been  emplaced, t h r e e  each a t  Rodd H i l l  and 
Macaulay P o i n t .  Two 9.2- inch guns had been approved b u t  n o t  

s i t e d ,  nor  had t h e y  a r r i v e d i n  Esquimal t .  A mine f i e ld  p l a n  

had been approved,  t h e  stores were i n  Esquimal t ,  t h e  sho re  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  was complete,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e  

of pe r sonne l  and no s p e c i a l i z e d  mine lay ing  b o a t s .  Two 6-pdr 
QF guns were i n  ordnance store a t  Esquimal t  and four  12-  

pdr  QF guns had been approved b u t  had n o t  y e t  been supp l i ed .  

Work had s t a r t e d  on t h e  emplacements for  t h e  12-pdrs b u t  n o t  

f o r  t h e  6- pdrs.  
ready b u t  t h e  eng ine  rooms which would prov ide  t h e  power f o r  

t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  w e r e  incomplete .  The f i e l d  f o r c e  armament 
of s i x  13-pdr RMLs and s i x  Maxim machine guns on f i e l d  car- 
r i a g e s  had  a r r i v e d  and was s t o r e d  i n  t h e  gun shed i n  Work 

P o i n t  Bar racks .  Thus, i n  t h e  f a c e  of any sudden a t t a c k  i n  

The Defence E lec t r i c  L i g h t  p o s i t i o n s  were 



September 1899  t h e  de fences  could on ly  have mustered s i x  6- 
i n c h  guns,  perhaps  two h u r r i e d l y  mounted 6-pr QF guns and 

a f e w  h a s t i l y  l a i d  m i n e s ,  s i x  13-pr f i e l d  guns and s i x  ma- 
c h i n e  guns. 

A t  Rodd.Hil l  development had reached t h e  s t a g e  where Up- 
per B a t t e r y ,  L o w e r  B a t t e r y ,  Casemate Bar racks ,  the Warrant 
Officers Q u a r t e r  and t h e  t w o  Defence E lec t r i c  L igh t  pos i t i ons  
were a l l  complete acco rd ing  t o  p l an .  The Engine Room was 

w i t h o u t  eng ines  and Belmont B a t t e r y  was w i t h o u t  guns. 

o r i t y  had n o t  y e t  been g iven  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  water 
tanks, t h e  B a t t e r y  Commanders Pos t ,  F i t t e r s  Shop, Electr ic  
L i g h t  S t a t i o n  o r  Telephone Exchange. 

Auth- 



- . -. 
c. 

, 
Tra in ing  w i t h  ' the new armament 

No m a t t e r  how w e l l  t h e  new defences  were planned,  c o n s t r u c t e d  

and equipped,  they  would be of l i t t l e  e f f e c t  i f  t h e y  were n o t  
manned by w e l l  t r a i n e d  t r o o p s .  The i d e a l  would have been an 

a l l  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a l l  
d u t i e s  i n  t h e  defence  o f  Esquimalt  and V i c t o r i a ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  
a p r a c t i c a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  because o f  the  s h o r t a g e  of bo th  

B r i t i s h  and Canadian r e g u l a r  t r o o p s  and o f  t h e  expense of 

p rov id ing  and m a i n t a i n i n g  such a g a r r i s o n .  The a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
agreed  i n  1893, w a s  f o r  a s m a l l  B r i t i s h  regu la r  g a r r i s o n ,  a 
r e s e r v e  o f  r e g u l a r  Canadian gunners s t a t i o n e d  i n  e a s t e r n  

Canada and a l a r g e r  m i l i t i a  f o r c e  recruited l o c a l l y .  I n  
peace t i m e  t h e  r e g u l a r  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  would t r a i n  t h e  m i l -  
i t i a  t o  p l a y  i t s  p a r t  i n  the defences  i n  w a r .  The s i m p l i c i t y  
of t h i s  arrangement  concea led  t h e  s i z e  and complexi ty  o f  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  t a s k  under taken  by t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  D e-  

tachment a t  Esquimal t  du r ing  i t s  s i x  y e a r s  o f  g a r r i s o n  du ty ,  

1893-1899. 
The s t a n d a r d  of t r a i n i n g  of t h e  g a r r i s o n  was a matter o f  

grave concern  t o  t h e  Admiral ty ,  wi th  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  Esqui- 
m a l t  n ava l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  s t ake ,  and to t h e  War Of f i ce  w i t h  
i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  defence of Esquimal t .  The m i l i t i a  
gunners i n  V i c t o r i a  had been h u r r i e d l y  ra i sed  and t r a i n e d  i n  
1878,  i n  a t i m e  o f  emergency when temporary b a t t e r i e s  w e r e  

e r e c t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  b o t h  Esquimalt  and Victoria. S ince  then  
they  had l a r g e l y  t r a i n e d  themselves u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  
f i r s t  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  i n  t h e  form o f  C B a t t e r y  Canadian A r-  

t i l l e r y  i n  1887. While some schools  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  had been 

run by t h e  b a t t e r y  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  t h e r e  w a s  no marked i m -  



provement i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a n d a r d  o f  t r a i n i n g .  

1 8 9 4 ,  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  of t h e  f i v e  y e a r  term of  t h e  B r i t i s h -  
Canadian agreement, the B r i t i s h  Columbia B a t t a l i o n  of Garri- 

son  A r t i l l e r y ,  a l though  w i l l i n g ,  was under s t r e n g t h ,  inade-  

q u a t e l y  t r a i n e d  i n  even the basic m i l i t a r y  a r t s  and q u i t e  un- 
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s k i l l s  and d i s c i p l i n e s  o f  gunnery and subma- 
r i n e  mining neces sa ry  t o  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  new defences .  

Major Rawstorne, commanding t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  
Detachment, w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  under take  t h e  t a s k  of 
o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners.  
a gunnery i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  depo t ,  

Eas tney  B a r r a c k s , f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  and had se rved  as a s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  of f o r t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  Royal Naval Col lege 
f o r  one y e a r .  H i s  f irst goa l  w a s  t o  improve t h e  m i l i t i a  
gunne r ’ s  fundamental  knowledge of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  s k i l l s ,  and 
procedures  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  t r a i n e d  s o l d i e r  of  t he  day and 
f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of e lementary gunnery. This  would be  done 
by h o l d i n g  a series o f  s c h o o l s  of i n s t r u c t i o n .  

The i n t e n t  and scope of t h e  s choo l s  was o u t l i n e d  i n  an 
announcement i n  t h e  Daily C o l o n i s t  on 31 August 1 8 9 4 ,  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e y  were o f f i c i a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  i n  a Canadian M i l i t i a  

Genera l  Order:  - 

On 1 Apr i l  

H e  had been 

The first s t e p  toward c a r r y i n g  i n t o  e f f e c t  M i l i t i a  
General  Order N o  70 w i l l  be taken  n e x t  Wednesday 
evening .  I t  i s  unders tood t h a t  C o l .  Rawstorne w i l l  

be i n  cha rge  o f  t h e  s choo l  o f  gunnery, and t h e  t e x t  
of t h e  o r d e r  e x p l a i n s  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  new depar-  

t u r e  : 
“G.O.  70 - ESTABLISHMENT OF A SCHOOL OF INSTRUC- 

T I O N  AT V I C T O R I A ,  B.C. 

“1. Arrangements have been made f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of a School of  A r t i l l e r y  I n s t r u c t i o n  a t  V i c -  

t o r i a ,  B . C . ,  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  Imper i a l  f o r c e  
a t  t h a t  s t a t i o n .  
” 2 .  T h e  c o u r s e s  of i n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  be a s  fo l lows:  
(1) An annua l  course  of t h r e e  months, l i m i t e d  t o  



.’ .’ .. 

s i x t y  of a l l  r a n k s  of t h e  B.C. B a t t a l i o n ,  Garr i-  
son A r t i l l e r y ;  ( 2 )  An annual  course  of one month 

f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  of o f f i c e r s ,  who have 
o b t a i n e d  cert if icates a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  above 

cou r se  (11,  and who are d e s i r o u s  o f  q u a l i f y i n g  
f o r  promotion above t h e  rank of l i e u t e n a n t .  

” 3 .  A t  t h e  close o f  t h e  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  A r t i l l e r y  
d r i l l s  and l a y i n g  ord inance ,  an examinat ion o f  
t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  w i l l  be h e l d  and a t  t h e  close of 
each c o u r s e  an examinat ion w i l l  be h e l d  on t h e  
remaining s u b j e c t s .  

“4 . C e r t i f i c a t e s  w i l l  be i s s u e d  as fo l lows ,  a f t e r  
pas s ing  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  examinations:  (1) A cer t i-  
f i c a t e  ( e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a Grade B C e r t i f i c a t e  R.S .A. )  

for  a l l  r a n k s  a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  t h r e e  months 
course d e t a i l e d  above (paragraph 2 (1st). ( 2 )  A 

c e r t i f i c a t e  ( e q u i v a l e n t  to  a Grade A C e r t i f i c a t e  
R.S.A.), f o r  o f f i c e r s  who have a t t e n d e d  t h e  f u r-  
t h e r  cou r se  d e t a i l e d  above (paragraph 2 ( 2 n d ) ) .  
“These cer t i f icates  w i l l  be e i t h e r  1st class or 
2nd class, acco rd ing  t o  t h e  percentage o f  marks 

ob ta ined  as required by t h e  Regulat ions  and O r -  

d e r s  of  t h e  Canadian M i l i t i a  1887, paragraph 1 0 9 0 .  
“The p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  w i l l  be  
shown on t h e  M i l i t i a  L i s t  by t h e  l e t te rs  p . s .  w i t h  

t h e  g rade  and c l a s s  of t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  a f t e r  t h e  
o f f i c e r ‘ s  name: t h u s  p .s .  A 1st. 
“These c e r t i f i c a t e s  w i l l  be g ran ted  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  
on t h e  h o l d e r s  pas s ing  a subsequent  examination 

on t h e  d r i l l ,  and mechanism of t h e  armament guns 
of t h e  f o r t r e s s ;  and i n  t h e  c a s e  of o f f i c e r s  i n  
range f i n d i n g  and u s e  of the dep res s ion  range 
f i n d e r  . 
‘I The cert if icates w i l l  be cons idered  a s  having 
l apsed ,  should  t h e  above subsequent  examinat ion 
n o t  b e  completed w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  from t h e  d a t e  

of t h i s  o r d e r .  

- 



"5. Each o f f i c e r ,  N.C. o f f i c e r  o r  man o b t a i n i n g  a 

Grade B ce r t i f ica te  w i l l  be  g r a t e d  a bonus of 
$50 f o r  a f i r s t  class,  and $30 f o r  a second c l a s s .  
Each o f f i c e r  o b t a i n i n g  a Grade A c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  
be g r a n t e d  a bonus of $25 f o r  a f i r s t  c l a s s ,  and 
$15 f o r  a second class. 
" 6 .  O f f i c e r s ,  N . C .  o f f i c e r s  and men be long ing  to  
t h e  Vancouver and N e w  Westminster  Companies, a t-  
t e n d i n g  t h e  a b v e  courses  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ;  w i l l  re- 
c e i v e  an a l lowance of  $ 2  p e r  diem f o r  o f f i c e r s  and 
$1 p e r  diem fo r  N.C. o f f i c e r s  and men, i n  l i e u  of 
pay,  q u a r t e r s  and s u b s i s t e n c e .  They w i l l  a l s o  re- 
c e i v e  t r a n s p o r t  going t o ,  and r e t u r n i n g  from V i c -  

to r i a .  
" I .  O f f i c e r s  now ho ld ing  R.S.A. c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  who 
are d e s i r o u s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  

b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  o f f i c e r s  de- 
s c r i b e d  i n  paragraph  2 (2nd) ,  and w i l l  be g ran ted  
t h e  bonus as d e t a i l e d  i n  paragraph 5.  The cert i-  
f i ca t e  i s s u e d  i n  such c a s e s  w i l l  be e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
a Grade A S h o r t  C o u r s e  R.S.A. 

"8. O f f i c e r s ,  N.C.  off icers  and men a t t e n d i n g  the 
above c o u r s e s  w i l l  be  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Royal Marine 
A r t i l l e r y  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  and i n s t r u c t i o n  on ly .  I n  
t h e  e v e n t  o f  misconduct,  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  a t t e n -  
dance ,  want of a t t e n t i o n ,  or  any o t h e r  a c t  t end ing  
t o  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  of good o r d e r  and m i l i t a r y  d i s -  
c i p l i n e  on the p a r t  of any o f f i c e r ,  N.C. o f f icer  
and man, t h e  o f f i c e r  commanding t h e  Royal Marine 
A r t i l l e r y  s h a l l  have t h e  power o f  summarily d i s -  
mis s ing  t h e  o f f e n d e r  from t h e  School of I n s t r u c-  
t i o n .  
"9. The d a t e s  f o r  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  various 
c o u r s e s  w i l l  be f i x e d  by the o f f i c e r  commanding 
t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  and  n o t i f i e d  by t h e  D. 

A.G. i n  D i s t r i c t  Orders.  
"10. S y l l a b u s  of I n s t r u c t i o n  has been approved and 
w i l l  be i s s u e d  t o  a l l  concerned.  

- 



By command 

"Walker P o w e l l ,  Colonel  

Adjutant- General  of 
M i l i t i a  Canada' 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  f irst  school  w a s  n o t  a simple 
matter o f  announcing t h e  p e r i o d  it would run,  a c c e p t i n g  en- 
ro l lmen t  and p rov id ing  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The l o c a l  v o l u n t e e r  

had t o  be convinced of i t s  v a l u e  and every  encouragement 
had t o  be ex tended  t o  him to  e n r o l l  and t o  complete t h e  

cou r se .  
absence f r o m  t h e i r  employers t o  a t t e n d ,  a concess ion  which 
many employers were r e l u c t a n t  to extend .  Most of t h e  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n  w a s  p lanned t o  t a k e  place i n  t h e  evenings  and a t  
weekends, and some o f  it would be i n  Work P o i n t  Barracks  , 
caus ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  problems. Moreover, 
p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t s  were a l r e a d y  committed t o  r e g u l a r  m i l i t i a  
d r i l l  n i g h t s  and t r a i n i n g  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  school and 

would n a t u r a l l y  be  r e l u c t a n t  to commit t h e i r  remaining f r e e  
evenings  t o  m i l i t i a  t r a i n i n g  a s  w e l l .  

I n  many c a s e s  p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t s  'needed leave of  

Colonel  Rawstorne p u b l i c l y  acknowledged a l l  t h e s e  and 
o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  o f f e r e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  h e l p  
t o  any p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t  t o  overcome t h e m  and encouraged 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  eve ry  o p p o r t u n i t y .  On 6 September a D i s t -  

r i c t  Order c a n c e l l e d  a l l  m i l i t i a  pa rades  u n t i l  31 December2, 

g i v i n g  t h e  s choo l  a b s o l u t e  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r i t y .  The C o l o n e l ' s  
p e r s o n a l  en thus iasm and concern had i t s  effect. The f i r s t  

s c h o o l ,  a B c e r t i f i c a t e  course, s t a r t e d  wi th  60 s t u d e n t s ,  10  

o f  them from t h e  gunner m i l i t i a  i n  Vancouver. The first 

n i g h t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  began a t  8 p .m.  on Monday, 1 0  September 
1 8 9 4 .  Almost a l l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  t h r e e  V i c t o r i a  m i l -  
i t i a  a r t i l l e r y  companies a t t e n d e d  inc lud ing  t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  P r i o r .  

The schoo l  w a s  a succes s .  A f t e r  on ly  f o u r  evening ses- 
s i o n s  t h e  Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  commented t h a t  "All hands s e e m  t o  be 

throughly  pleased w i t h  t h e  p rog res s  so f a r  made,. . . 3  S h o r t l y  
before t h e  end of t h e  course ,  on 14 December, Major General  

' 



I . C .  He rbe r t  C . B . ,  General  O f f i c e r  Commanding t h e  Canadian 

M i l i t i a ,  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  Royal Marine A r -  

t i l l e r y  Detachment and i t s  b a r r a c k s ,  and v i s i t e d  t h e  school  

a t  t h e  d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies Street i n  Victoria. Of t h e  v i-  

s i t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  i t  w a s  repor ted :-  

... he  was exceed ing ly  w e l l  p l ea sed  w i t h  what h e  

s a w  o f  thework o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  The t h r e e  

classes h e  t h e n  saw a t  work were t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  
u n d e r s e r q e a n t  Boyd, the r e p o s i t o r y ,  S e r g e a n t  

C a r l e t o n ,  and t w o  gun detachments,  Se rgean t -  

Major Po r t e r  - - t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  mentioned 

b e i n g  t h o s e  from t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  
whose w e l l  d i r e c t e d  e f f o r t s  have made t h e  
s choo l  such a ve ry  dec ided  succes s .  
The r e s u l t s  ach ieved  w e r e  most s a t i s f a c t o r y .  S i x  of-  

4 

f icers and 29 o t h e r  ranks  of t h e  V i c t o r i a  m i l i t i a  companies 

w e r e g r a n t e d  B c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  o f f i -  

cers and 1 8  o t h e r  r a n k s  ach iev ing  f i r s t  c l a s s  pe rcen tages  

and t h e  remainder second class .5 
Colonel  Rawstorne a t t e n d e d  a commanding o f f i c e &  parade  of 
t h e  m i l i t i a  on 21 February 1895 ,  i n  t h e  d r i l l  h a l l ,  t o  f o r-  
mal ly  p r e s e n t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  pe r sona l ly  t o  each  s t u d e n t .  

for  and complete i t s  annua l  i n s p e c t i o n ,  and then  a second 
School  of  I n s t r u c t i o n  was run ,  t h i s  t i m e  a n A  c e r t i f i c a t e  

c o u r s e  f o r  o f f i c e r s .  Seven L ieu tenan t s  of  t h e  m i l i t i a  gun- 

n e r s  a t t e n d e d .  F i v e  had completed t h e p r e v i o u s  B c e r t i f i c a t e  

c o u r s e  and t w o  had e a r n e d  t h e i r  B c e r t i f i c a t e s  a t  a n o t h e r  
t i m e .  Once a g a i n ,  the schoo l  was conducted by L i e u t e n a n t -  
Colone l  Rawstorne, t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  Captains  Templer and Barnes,  
Colour  Se rgean t  P o r t e r  and Se rgean t  Ca r l e ton  a s  i n s t r u c t o r s .  
I n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  Work P o i n t  Barracks  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  
w e r e  a l lowed f u l l  access t o  t h e  marine o f f i c e r s  m e s s .  A f t e r  

months of h a r d  work i n  t h e  e v e n i i g s  and a t  weekends, t h e  
s c h o o l  ended on 4 June  1 8 9 5  w i l l  a l l  seven s t u d e n t s  e a r n i n g  
f i r s t  c l a s s  A c e r t i f i c a t e s .  This  hard- earned q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

By i n v i t a t i o n ,  L ieu tenant-  

A b r i e f  respite fol lowed,  a l lowing  t h e  m i l i t i a  t o  d r i l l  



L 

. 
was accep ted  by mi l i t i a  h9adquar ters  a s  proof o f  t h e i r  t ech-  . 
n i c a l  f i t n e s s  f o r  promotion t o  any rank i n  t h e i r  u n i t . ,  the 

5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y . 6  

L i e u t e n a n t  F.B. Gregory,  who was an o u t s t a n d i n g  s t u d e n t  on 
bo th  t h e  A and-B c e r t i f i c a t e  courses, rose t o  command t h e  
m i l i t i a  gunners  i n  V i c t o r i a  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  Royal Marine A r -  

t i l l e r y  Detachment had reached t h e  end of i t s  g a r r i s o n  du ty .  

The e f fec t  of t h e  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  t w o  

One g radua te ,  Second 

schoo l s  w a s  d r ama t i c .  For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  Vic tor ia- Esquimal t  defences  there  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  c o r e  
of t r a i n e d  m i l i t i a m e n  having a recognized  s t a n d a r d  o f  m i l i t a r y  
e f f i c i e n c y  i n  bo th  i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  s k i l l s .  Most i m-  
p o r t a n t l y ,  this  t r a i n e d  co re  i nc luded  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners of V i c t o r i a .  
Both o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  ranks  had t r a i n e d ,  worked and s o c i a l -  
i z e d  w i t h  t h e  members of a r e g u l a r  detachment of high s tand-  
a r d  w i t h  whom they  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a s t r o n g  r a p p o r t .  They 
were aware of what w a s  expected of t h e  m i l i t i a ,  of  what could 
be ach ieved ,  and t h e y  had been g iven  every  encouragement dur-  
i n g  t r a i n i n g  t o  r each  o r  s u r p a s s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  set. With 
t h e  s choo l  t r a i n i n g  behind them they  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  fel low 
m i l i t i a m e n  t o  pass on t h e i r  new s k i l l s  and encourage o t h e r s  
t o  ra ise  fheir s t a n d a r d s .  The immediate o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  w a s  
a new en thus iasm and conf idence among t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners .  

The s u c c e s s  of  1895 w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  two more 
s c h o o l s  i n  1896. These were conducted i n  Vancouver f o r  t h e  

t w o  companies o f  t h e  5 t h  Regiment t h e r e .  Captain  Barnes of 

t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  was i n  charge o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  By 
June a n o t h e r  e i g h t  o f f i c e r s  and 3 2  o t h e r  r anks  had achieved 
B c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  A l l  e i g h t  o f f i c e r s  went on t o  SUCCeSSfUlly 
complete t h e i r  A c e r t i f i c a t e s  by September. 

AS soon as t h e  new armament of 6- inch d i sappear ing  guns 
had been i n s t a l l e d  a t  Macaulay P o i n t ,  the mi l i t i amen  were 
t r a i n e d  i n  their o p e r a t i o n .  I n  February 1 8 9 7 ,  22  were i n -  
i n s t r u c t e d  by Capta in  Barnes,  S e r g e a n t  Major Porter and C o r-  

p o r a l  Bundy o f  t h e  Royal Makine A r t i l l e r y  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawstorne. The cou r se  ended wi th  a n  



c 

examina t ion  i n  6- inch gun d r i l l  which everyone passed .  Then . 
it w a s  t h e  t u r n  of t h o s e  who had earned  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i n  1895 

and  1896 as t h e  fo l lowing  District Order makes c l e a r :  
Vide G.O. 1894 No. 70 t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e s  t aken  by 

t h e  O f f i c p r s  NCOs and men o f  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  
require t h a t  t hey  must p a s s  an examination i n  

t h e  armament and D.R.F. of  t h i s  s t a t i o n .  A 

c l a s s  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be formed under t h e  i n-  
s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  O.C. RMA on the 15 th  J u l y  n e x t  

t o  be con t inued  each  evening,  Sa turday  excepted ,  

from 5 t o  7 p.m.  C e r t i f i c a t e s  w i l l  be  consid-  

e r e d  a s  hav ing  l a p s e d  i f  t h i s  course  is n o t  

completed b e f o r e  August 1st 1897. 7 

Seven o f f i c e r s  and t h r e e  o t h e r  ranks  a t t ended  the  i n s t r u c t -  
i o n  a t  Macaulay P o i n t ,  passed  t h e  examination and r e t a i n e d  

t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  The  cer t i f ica tes  of 25 o t h e r  r anks  

l a w e d .  
The first f i r i n g s  of t h e  6- inch guns a t  Macaulay and 

Rodd H i l l  were d e s c r i b e d  as  bo th  proof f i r i n g s  and q u a r t e r l y  
practice.  They began a t  Rodd H i l l  on 22  October 1897 and 

con t inued ,  a f t e r  a s h o r t  postponement due t o  bad wea the r ,  
a t  Macaulay P o i n t  on 30 October .  
rounds f i red  from each  o f  the s i x  guns w e r e  a very d e l i b e r -  

ate  a f f a i r  w i t h  c a r e f u l  i n s p e c t i o n  of each gun, mounting 
and emplacement a f t e r w a r d  t o  ensu re  t h a t  a l l  was w e l l .  There 

w a s  no cause  f o r  alarm, a p p a r e n t l y ,  as q u a r t e r l y  p r a c t i c e  

f i r i n g  got under way immediately,  A f t e r  t h e  practice on t h e  
22 October the Dai ly  C o l o n i s t  r epo r t ed :-  

Undoubtedly,the f i r s t  

... This  p r a c t i c e  began yes t e rday  a t  t h e  Rodd H i l l  

f o r t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Esquimal t  harbour  and 
formed q u i t e  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e c t a c l e .  

t a rget  10 f e e t  h i g h  and 30 fee t  long was towed 
a long  behind t h e  t u g  S a d i e ,  on which w a s  Capt.  
Blanchard F i f t h  Regiment C.A. ,  as obse rva t ion  

p a r t y .  
cle from a m i l e  t o  two m i l e s  d i s t a n t  from the 
for t .  T h i r t y  rounds were f i r e d  a t  t h e  t a r g e t  by 
t h e  R.M.A. ,  s even teen  h i t s b e i n y  scored  by t h e  

A f l o a t i n g  

T h e  t a r g e t  w a s  towed on t h e  a r c  o f  a cir-  



8 6- inch B.L. guns f i r i n g  1 0 0  l b  p r o j e c t i l e s .  

This  good s h o o t i n g  w a s  improved on 30 October  when " . . . t h i r t y-  

tm s h o t s  were f i r e d  wi th  such p r e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  t a r g e t  w a s  

Unfo r tuna t e ly  Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawstorne d i d  n o t  w i t -  

r i d d l e d  to pieces. I, 9 

ness  t h e  practices. He had r e t u r n e d  t o  England i n  May 1897 
a f t e r  handing o v e r  h i s  command of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

Detachment t o  Major W.F. T r o t t e r .  Major Trot te r  supe rv i sed  
the  two p r a c t i c e s ,  and,  i n  t h e  summer of 1898., ar ranged  f o r  
t h e  m i l i t i a  t o  practice t h e i r  s k i l l s  w i t h  t h e  new armament 

b e f o r e  t h e 5 r  f i r s t  f i r i n g  practice. 
M i l i t i a  gun detachments from Vancouver j o i n e d  t h e  l o c a l  

detachments f o r  t h e  f i r s t  m i l i t i a  f i r i n g  o f  t h e  6- inch guns 
on F r i d a y  4 November 1898 .  The practice t h e  n e x t  day was 
desc r ibed  i n  t h e  Dai ly  Co lon i s t .  

The b i g  gun d r i l l s  a t  Rodd H i l l  and a t  F o r t  Mac- 

a u l a y  y e s t e r d a y  proved most s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The 
squad from the Second b a t t a l i o n  CJancouver]. . . 
d i d  t h e i r  l i v e  f i r i n g  from the Rodd H i l l  f o r t ,  

t h e  t a r g e t  used  be ing  a moving one towed by a 

tug .  
t o r i a 2  manned F o r t  Macaulay, they  a l s o  s h o o t i n g  

a t  a moving t a r g e t .  The shoot ing  w a s  v e r y  good 
t h e r e  b e i n g  a l a r g e  percen tage  of h i t s .  T h e  o f-  
ficers o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  were i n  charge  o f  t h e  
squads  and t h e  f i r i n g  was done under t h e  super-  
v i s i o n  of Major Trot ter  and t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  F i r s t  baE'Ealion Cvic- 

10 R.M.A. 

When t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  p r a c t i c e  reached Ottawa i t  prompted 

t h e  message: 
The Major General  fcommanding Militia desires 

t h a t  your  w i l l  convey t o  t he  S t a f f  o f  t h e  1st 
and 2nd B a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  5 t h  Regiment h i s  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  a t  the e x c e l l e n t  r e p o r t  forwar-  
ded on t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  wi th  t h e  6 i n c h  B.L.  

guns ,  modern armament c a r r i e d  o u t  upon t h e  5 t h  

i n s  t a n  t . 11 



, 

The new batteries of 6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns a t  F o r t  Mac- 
a u l a y  and Rodd H i l l  now had t r a i n e d  and p r a c t i c e d  a r t i l l e r y -  
men, b o t h  r e g u l a r  and m i l i t i a ,  to  man them. 

The m i l i t i a  had also t r a i n e d  wi th  t h e  new 13-pdr f i e ld  
guns s u p p l i e d  /for landward defence .  Two of t h e s e  guns were 
k e p t  i n  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  on Menzies S t r e e t  and were r e g u l a r l y  
u sed  for p r a c t i c e  d r i l l s  w i t h  g r e a t  enthusiasm.  So much 
en thus i a sm i n  f a c t  t h a t  it had t o  be r e s t r a i n e d  as t h e  fol-  
lowing e x t r a c t  from B a t t a l i o n  Orders  i n d i c a t e s :  

The O f f i c e r  Commanding Troops a t  Vic tor ia  B.C. 

hav ing  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e r  Command- 
i n g  M . D .  No. 11 t h a t  t h e  underneath  p o r t i o n s  of 

t h e  j a c k e t s  of t h e  t w o  13 p d r s  R.M.A. guns i n  
use  a t  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  have been deeply  sco red  
due t o  t h e  mounting and dismounting Compet i t ions  
engaged i n  by t h e  5 t h  Regiment C .A .  it i s  imper- 
a t i v e l y  o r d e r e d  t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  under no consid-  
e r a t i o n s  s h a l l  t h e s e  guns b e  submi t t ed  t o  the 
rough t r e a t m e n t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e s e  mounting 
compe t i t i ons .  1 2  

The guns do n o t  appear  t o  have been used i n  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  
before October 1898 .  They were f i r e d  on 20 May 1899 by t h e  
m i l i t i a  company a s s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  them, No. 1 Comp- 
any ,  a t  Beacon H i l l ,  V i c t o r i a ,  a t  f l o a t i n g  t a r g e t s .  l3 I t  

i s  q u i t e  p robable  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  annual  p r a c t i c e  
w i t h  t h e s e  weapons which were n o t  used elsewhere i n  Canada. 

Unfo r tuna t e ly  t h e  m i l i t i a  were n o t  t r a i n e d  i n  subma- 
r i n e  mining.  The o r i g i n a l  concept  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m i n e f i e l d  had i n c l u d e d  a p roposa l  for a force of 2 officers 

and 4 8  other ranks  of t h e  m i l i t i a  t o  be t r a i n e d  by and t o  
supplement  t h e  submarine m i n e r s  o f  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l -  

l e r y  Detachment.14 Unfor tuna te ly ,  except f o r  a few survey 
i t e m s  r e c e i v e d  i n  1 8 9 5 ,  t h e  submarine mining equipment d i d  
n o t  a r r i v e  u n t i l  1 8 9 8 .  Moreover, no m i l i t i a  u n i t  w a s  des- 

i g n a t e d  f o r  submarine mining u n t i l  a f te r  the  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of t h e  5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 



. 
1899 when a company w a s  g iven  t h e  t a s k .  The Royal Marine 

A r t i l l e r y  Detachment l e f t  Esquimal t  i n  September 1 8 9 9  wi th-  
o u t  hav ing  t r a i n e d  any m i l i t i a  i n  submarine mining and, so  
f a r  a s  i s  known, w i t h o u t  having c a r r i e d  o u t  any p r a c t i c e  
minelaying themselves .  

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  submarine mining, i t  can be s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment had d i scha rged  
a l l  of i t s  m i l i t i a  t r a i n i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  a very  s a t i s f a c -  
t o r y  manner. 
t r a i n e d  m i l i t i a m e n  and t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  encourage them to  
l e a r n  the b a s i c  i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  s k i l l s ,  and t h e n  
t r a i n  them f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where they  could o p e r a t e  
the  modern guns and equipment of  t h e  defences  i n  a sa t is-  

f a c t o r y  manner, b u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  had been accep ted  
and d i scha rged  w i t h  enthusiasm.  P r o f i c i e n c y  i n  m i l i t a r y  

s k i l l s  and i n  gunnery had been passed  on t o  t h e  m i l i t i a  
gunners and w i t h  it something of Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  tra-  

d i t i o n .  

I t  had n o t  been a sma l l  t a s k  t o , t a k e  poor ly  



’,- 

The M i l i t i a  

, 

The 1893 Bri t ish- Canadian agreement on t h e  defence  of Esqui- 

m a l t  fo rmal ly  committed t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  t o  a r o l e  i n  t h e  

new de fences .  When c a l l e d  upon they  would be expec ted  t o  

man t h e  new c o a s t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  marines 

o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n .  I n  1893 t h e y  were ill f i t t e d  f o r  

t h e i r  r o l e .  Within  s i x  y e a r s  they would more than  double i n  

number and prove i n  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  t h e y  had mastered 

t h e  gunnery s k i l l s  t h e i r  ro l e  demanded. The agreement fo-  

cussed  a t t e n t i o n  on them and brought  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  they  

needed t o  make t h e  change b u t  no th ing  cou ld  be ach ieved  
w i t h o u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  of each mi l i t i aman  and t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e i r  o f f i c e r s .  

When t h e  f i r s t  marines  of t h e  new g a r r i s o n  a r r i v e d  i n  

1893 t h e i r  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  comrades were f e w  i n  number and de- 

f i c i e n t  i n  gunnery p r o f i c i e n c y .  A r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1883 

had grouped t h r e e  b a t t e r i e s  of t h e  m i l i t i a  i n  V i c t o r i a  wi th  

t h e  former Seymour A r t i l l e r y  Company of New Westminster  i n  
a u n i t  t i t l e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o v i s i o n a l  Regiment of 

G a r r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y .  Regimental Headquar ters  w a s  i n  V i c t o r i a  

and a former Royal Engineer ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  R. Wolfenden, 

commanded t h e  regiment  u n t i l  1888 when Lieutenant- Colonel  

E.G. P r io r ,  a prosperous  hardware merchant and member of 
p a r l i a m e n t ,  r e p l a c e d  him.’ 

reg iment  w a s  1 8  o f f i c e r s  and 1 7 0  men b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  s t r e n g t h  

was about  1 0  o f f i c e r s  and 133 men. On t r a i n i n g  evenings ,  

t h e  regiment  m e t  i n  a v a r i e t y  of h i r e d  h a l l s  i n  V i c t o r i a  and 
New Westminster .  To i t s  c r e d i t ,  t h e  regiment  had conducted 
r e g u l a r  practice w i t h  i t s  obso le scen t  Sn ider- Enf ie ld  r i f l e s  

on i t s  own u n o f f i c i a l  ranges  a t  Clover P o i n t  and Goldstream 

and  i n  t h e  New Westminster  a r e a .  But t h e  r eg imen t ’ s  l a s t  a r -  
t i l l e r y  l i v e  p r a c t i c e  w a s  wi th  t h e  64-pdr RML guns o f  F in lay-  

son  P o i n t  B a t t e r y  i n  1891 and it had f a l l e n  beh ind  s i m i l a r  U- 

n i t s  i n  New Brunswick, H a l i f a x  and Montreal  i n  a r t i l l e r y  prac-  

t ice  and t r a i n i n g .  

The a u t h o r i z e d  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  



The c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  regiment was a new focus  of a t t e n t i o n  

for  Canadian a u t h o r i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  1893 agreement.  The regiment  

was g iven  a new t i t l e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia B a t t a l i o n  of Gar r i-  

son A r t i l l e r y ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  word p r o v i s i o n a l  from i t s  a d d r e s s  

and s t a t u s . 2  - A t  t h e  same t i m e  i t s  f o u r  b a t t e r i e s  were s t y l e d  

companies and renumbered Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  t h e  renumbering of t h e  

New Westminster  company from 1 t o  4 caused deep o f f e n c e  t o  t h a t  
company, t h e  s e n i o r  a r t i l l e r y  m i l i t i a  i n  t h e  prov ince ,  and had 

d i s a s t r o u s  consequences e v e n t u a l l y .  I n  June 1893, t h e  M i n i s t e r  

of  M i l i t i a ,  t h e  Honourable J . C .  P a t t e r s o n ,  v i s i t e d  V i ~ t o r i a . ~  

The ve ry  s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  a few hours  on ly ,  g iven  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a poor  parade  t u r n o u t  and f u e l l e d  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

d i s c o n t e n t  i n  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  m i l i t i a  ove r  the slow ra t e  of 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  promised new d r i l l  h a l l  and t h e  l ack  of Do-  

minion government response  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a modern range and 

r i f l e s .  The compla in t s  were of long s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  now, w i t h  

t h e  Dominion government ' s  o b l i g a t i o n s  under t h e  1893 agreement,  

such m a t t e r s  cou ld  n o t  be  i gno red ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  b a t -  

t a l i o n s  commanding of f icer  w a s  a Member of Par l iament  and t h e  

O f f i c e r  commanding t h e  Canadian m i l i t i a ,  Major-General Ivor  H e r -  

bert C . B . ,  had been c l o s e l y  involved  wi th  n e g o t i a t i o n  of t h e  

Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement and w a s  f u l l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  bo th  i t s  
terms and t h e  local  s i t u a t i o n .  

The new d r i l l  h a l l  on Menzies Street,  V i c t o r i a ,  a d j a c e n t  

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g s ,  was completed on 1 0  January ,  1894. 

I t  was open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on 1 2  and 1 3  January and w a s  viewed by 

many b e f o r e  t h e  formal opening by Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney on 

24  January.  Vo lun tee r s  rushed t o  p u t  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  touch t o  t h e  

b a r e  b u i l d i n g ,  f u r n i s h e d  it ,  and t h e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  op- 
4 ening  c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  t w o  days of d i s p l a y s  and band c o n c e r t s .  

I t  w a s  a s p l e n d i d  s t a r t  t o  a very busy m i l i t i a  y e a r .  
The r o u t i n e  of p rev ious  y e a r s  w a s  con t inued  w i t h  t w o  major 

i nnova t ions .  There  w a s  t h e  u s u a l  round o f  annual  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  
r e g u l a r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f i r i n g  on t h e  r i f l e  ranges ,  f i e l d  days ,  
a t e n t e d  camp and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  ceremonial  occas ions .  What 

was new was t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of r e g u l a r  march-outs when t h e  whole 

u n i t  would pa rade  through t h e  streets of V i c t o r i a  behind i t s  new band. 



Colone l  P r i o r  a l s o  i n s t i t u t e d  a system of r e c r u i t  t r a i n i n g  

where r e c r u i t s  were d r i l l e d  s e p a r a t e l y  u n t i l  t hey  could  grad-  

u a t e  t o  company membership. 
The b a t t a l i o n  played a prominent r o l e  i n  t h e  arrangements  

fo r  t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  Governor-General o f  Canada t o  V i c t o r i a , 3 -  

10  November 1 8 9 4 .  B u t  a v i s i t o r  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  month was re- 
c e i v e d  wi th  even g r e a t e r  enthusiasm.  Major-General Herbe r t  

b rough t  news o f  new r i f l e s  o rdered ,  p re sen ted  a s i l v e r  t rophy  

t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  f o r  annua l  inter-company compet i t ion  and ex- 
p r e s s e d  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  m a r i n e  g a r r i s o n ,  
t h e  new defences  under c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  m i l i t i a .  H e  was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l ea sed  t o  w i t n e s s  t r a i n i n g  underway f o r  t h e  School 

of A r t i l l e r y  B C e r t i f i c a t e  wi th  squads o f  m i l i t i a  under marine 

i n s t r u c t o r s .  See Tra in ing  wi th  t h e  new armament. The l o c a l  

press commented:- 
- 

H e  i s  a welcome v i s i t o r ,  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  o f  Vic tor ia  

a r e  f u l l y  impressed w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  it i s  t o  him 

they  a r e  i ndeb ted  f o r  t h e  new l i f e  g iven  t o  t h i e r  
co rps  when it was r a i s e d  t o  t h e  proud p o s i t i o n  of 

hav ing  t h e  g r e a t e s t  au tho r i zed  s t r e n g t h  o f  any i n  

t h e  Dominion.... 

During t h e  yea r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  a u t h o r i z e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

5 

had been i n c r e a s e d  t o  3 1  o f f i c e r s  and 4 9 4  o t h e r  r anks .  A t  t h e  

a n n u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  t h e  a c t u a l  s t r e n g t h  was 1 6  o f f i c e r s  and 232 

o t h e r  r anks ,  a lmost  double t h a t  of t h e  p rev ious  y e a r .  P a r t  o f  

t h e  i n c r e a s e  w a s  due t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  of a f i f t h  company for  t h e  

b a t t a l i o n  i n  Vancouver. 6 

A g r e a t  d e a l  w a s  achieved du r ing  1 8 9 4 ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  ou t-  

s t a n d i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  were c o r r e c t e d  and one company was l o s t .  

The School o f  I n s t r u c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Royal Marine A r -  

t i l l e r y  had begun t o  improve t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  gunnery s k i l l s  

b u t  t h e r e  was no annual  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  p r a c t i c e .  There were 
no modern guns a v a i l a b l e  for  p r a c t i c e  of any k ind  i n  Vancouver 

and New Westminster .  Although a new r i f l e  range s i t e  had been 

p rocu red  i n  Vancouver t h e  V i c t o r i a  companies were s t i l l  con- 
f i n e d  t o  t h e  s m a l l  r anges  a t  Clover P o i n t  and m i d s t r e a m .  The 

N e w  Westminster  company w a s  disbanded on 8 Septemher 1894,l a f -  



t e r  a yea r  o f  d i s a t i s f a c t i o n  among i t s  members had ended i n  a '  

s i t u a t i o n  c l o s e  t o  mut iny.  
I n  I 8 9 5  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  developed t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  it had 

s t a r t e d  i n  1894. There were r e g u l a r  march-outs, r e c r u i t  d r i l l s  
con t inued  and a n  A C e r t i f i c a t e  course  run  by the  marines  was 

completed by t h e  off icers .  There were f r e q u e n t  r i f l e  range 
p r a c t i c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Morris- 

tubed r i f l e s  u s i n g  less expensive ammunition. There was a no- 
t i c e a b l e  t i g h t e n i n g  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e a r l y  i r i  t h e  yea r  wi th  a 
series of r e f e r e n c e s  i n  b a t t a l i o n  o r d e r s  t o  o f f i c e r s  d r e s s  re- 
g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  comple t ion  and submission of pay s h e e t s  and de- 
t a i l s  of  gun d r i l l  and f o o t  d r i l l ,  which, it was decreed, ' '  ... 
w i l l  be  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  as p r a c t i c e d  i n  H . M .  Imper i a l  S e r v i c e .  II  8 

Colonel  P r io r  had been p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Dominion A r t i l l e r y  
Assoc i a t i on  s i n c e  5 A p r i l  1 8 9 4 .  I n  Yarch 1895 h e  was appoin ted  

an Honourary Aide-de-camp t o  t h e  Governor-General.  During t h e  

deba te  on t h e  m i l i t i a  e s t i m a t e s  i n  t h e  House of Commons i n  J u l y  

he  spoke f o r c i b l y  a g a i n s t  any r educ t ion .  H i s  speech was r e p o r t -  

e d  a t  l e n g t h  i n  Vic to r ia :  

.... Another f e a t u r e  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia g a r r i s o n  
a r t i l l e r y  i s ,  tha t  i f  they  a r e  n o t  d r i l l e d  and k e p t  

e f f i c i e n t ,  t h i s  government would be b reak ing  f a i t h  
w i t h  England .... b u t  t h e  agreement i s  t h a t  Canada 
s h a l l  man t h o s e  guns.  That i s  t h e  reason  t h a t  the  

B r i t i s h  Columbia g a r r i s o n  was r a i s e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t r e n g t h  of 5 2 5  men....I t h e r e f o r e  urge  t h e  govern- 

ment t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia g a r r i s o n  a r t i l l e r y  
shou ld  be d r i l l e d  t h i s  y e a r  and every  y e a r .  I have 
a l s o  h e a r d  it s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  government might a l low 

enough money t o  d r i l l  for e i g h t  days .  Well, I th ink  
t h a t  i s  a v e r y  s m a l l  po t a toes  indeed ,  The men are 
supposed t o  draw d r i l l  pay f o r  twelve days  which 
amounts t o  $6 a man, b u t  dozens of my men have p u t  
i n  between f i f t y  and s i x t y  and seven ty- f ive  d r i l l s  
a y e a r ,  and y e t  t hey  g e t  paid  f o r  twelve. .  . . i f  w e  

a r e  n o t  a l lowed t o  d r i l l  t h i s  yea r  t h e  consequen- 
ces would be t h a t  w e  could l o s e  h a l f  t h e  men.' 



There  w e r e  f e w  m i l i t i a  u n i t s  who had t h e i r  co lone l  t o  speak 

f o r  them t h i s  way i n  Pa r l i amen t .  

However, wh i l e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  i n  Ottawa, he cou ld  

n o t  command t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  When it p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  sham 

f i g h t  s t a g e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  Queen ' s  b i r t h d a y  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  

L ieu tenant- Colone l  Peters t h e  o f f i c e r  commanding N o .  11 D i s -  

t r i c t ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia, commanded f o r  Colonel  P r i o r .  On t h i s  

occasion, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ea rned  a le t ter  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  from 

Rear-Admiral H . F .  Stephenson,  Commander-in-Chief of  t h e  P a c i f i c  

Squadron. " . . . .The BCBGA under Lieut-Col Peters showed a marked 

s o l d i e r l y  b e a r i n g  and e f f i c i e n c y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  gentlemen 

have r a r e l y  t h e  oppor tun i ty  o r  t i m e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a Brigade 

F i e l d  day;  bo th  t h e  d r i l l  and t h e  march p a s t  were h i g h l y  cred- 

i t a b l e .  ''lo The Admiral w a s  e q u a l l y  complimentary about  t h e  b a t-  

t a l i o n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  Vancouver c e l e b r a t i o n s  of Dominion Day 

when a l l  of  t h e  V i c t o r i a  companies j o i n e d  5 Company f o r  t h e  oc- 
c a s i o n .  

, 

During t h e  yea r  a second company w a s  formed i n  Vancouver, 
12 6 Company, and 4 Company, New Westminster  was reformed. 

The b a t t a l i o n  t h e n  had t h r e e  companies and i t s  headqua r t e r s  i n  
V i c t o r i a  and t h r e e  companies i n  t h e  F r a s e r  v a l l e y  w i t h  a t o t a l  

a u t h o r i z e d  s t r e n g t h  of 36 o f f i c e r s  and 587 o t h e r  r anks .  A t  

t h e  end of t h e  yea r  i t s  t i t l e  was changed t o  5 t h  B r i t i s h  Col- 
umbia Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  13  

By January  1896 t h e  regiment  was f i r m l y  and comfortably  

committed t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  it had developed i n  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w o  y e a r s .  Most of t h e  e v e n t s  of  t h e  yea r  were 
t h e r e f o r e  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h o s e  of p rev ious  y e a r s .  The m o s t  
n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  was a growing a n t i c i p a t o r y  eage rnes s  

f o r  t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e  guns of t h e  new defences .  The p rev ious  
y e a r s  School  of  A r t i l l e r y  cou r se s  had done much t o  encourage t h i s .  

They were con t inued  i n  1896, b u t  i n  Vancouver f o r  t h e  t h r e e  
companies o f  t h e  regiment  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Colonel  P r i o r  enun- 

ciated t h e  r e g i m e n t ' s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  i n  an address t o  t h e  D o m i n-  

i o n  A r t i l l e r y  Assoc i a t i on  when he s a i d  ". . . .owing t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n e i t h e r  f o r t s  nor  guns i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

h i s  regiment  w e r e  unable  to have a u n p r a c t i c e  - they  



expec ted  t o  have b o t h  of t h e  v e r y  b e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  the near  

f u t u r e .  '"' Then from May u n t i l  August t h e r e  was keen i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  Canadian team which competed a t  Shoe- 

buryness ,  England, a g a i n s t  teams from B r i t a i n  and o t h e r  count-  

ries of t h e  Empire i n  c o a s t  a r t i l l e r y  gunnery. Four members 
o f  t h e  regiment  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  for t h e  team: Se rgean t  A . J .  Thom- 

a s  and Bombardier Le t t i ce  of 3 Company, V i c t o r i a ,  Company Ser-  

gean t  Major J . C .  Cornish o f  4 Company, New Westminster  and 

Se rgean t  Turner  o f  Vancouver. The team s i g n a l l e d  i t s  success 

t o  Colonel  P r i o r  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f  t e legram "Col. P r i o r .  Won 
Queen's .Cole i n  August.  I t  had won t h e  premier  compet i t ion  

f o r  t h e  Queen 's  p r i z e  w i th  f o u r t h  p l a c e  i n  group f i r i n g  and 

ranging  and t h i r d  p l a c e  i n  group f i r i n g  a t  a moving t a r g e t  us- 

i n g  64-pdr RML guns.  The team went on t o  win a t h i r d  p r i z e  

for  s h i f t i n g  ordnance,  t h e  Londonderry Chal lenge Cup and t h e  

Governor-General o f  Canada's cup.  The news o f  t h e  triumph 

i n  England r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  growing exc i tement  i n  V i c t o r i a  ove r  

t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  new armament f o r  t h e  de fences :  6- inch d i s -  

appea r ing ,  13-pdr f i e l d  and Maxim machine guns.  The regiment  

had a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  long awai ted  Martini-Henry r i f les  t o  
r e p l a c e  i t s  o b s o l e t e  Sn ider- Enf ie lds  i n  January .  

- 

Unfor tuna t e ly  t h e  regiment  was s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  cons ider-  

a b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and command problems throughout  t h e  y e a r  

u n t i l  i t  was r eo rgan ized  i n  October 1 5 9 6 .  The r a p i d  growth 

i n  numbers and t h e  p h y s i c a l  s p l i t  o f  t h e  u n i t  between Vic to r i a  
and t h e  mainland had c r e a t e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which were a l r e a d y  ap- 

p a r e n t  i n  1895. When Colonel  Pr io r  w a s  a b s e n t  i n  Ottawa t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n c r e a s e d .  Command devolved acco rd ing  t o  s e n i o r i t y ,  

sometimes upon Major Thomas Owen Townley i n  Vancouver, b u t  

t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  remained i n  V i c t o r i a .  Major Townley a t tempted  
t o  command wi thou t  a h e a d q u a r t e r ' s  s t a f f  and w h i l e  he was 
p h y s i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from h a l f  of h i s  command. 

s i t u a t i o n  w a s  remedied o n l y  when a u t h o r i t y  came from m i l i t i a  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Ottawa t o  r eo rgan ize  t h e  reg iment  i n  two 
b a t t a l i o n s ,  one each i n  V i c t o r i a  and Vancouver commanded re- 
s p e c t i v e l y  by Lieutenant- Colonels  Gregory and Townley. 

The r i d i c u l o u s  



Lieutenant- Colonel  Pr io r  was permi t ted  t o  r e s i g n  i n  November 

when t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  were formed.17 The q u e s t i o n  of com- 

mand of t h e  reg iment ,  which remained a Lieutenant- Colonels  

appoin tment ,  was f i n a l l y  so lved  i n  June 1897 w i t h  t h e  re- 
appointment  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  P r i o r .  l8 

n i z a t i o n  w a s  complete t h e  au tho r i zed  s t r e n g t h  o f  1 B a t t a l i o n ,  

V i c t o r i a ,  was 307 a l l  ranks  and t h a t  of  2 B a t t a l i o n ,  Vancou- 

ver/New W e s t m i n s t e r ,  303 a l l  ranks ,  making t h e  regiment  by 

f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  permanent f o r c e  or  a c t i v e  m i l i t i a  of  

Canada. 

When t h e  reorga-  

When Lieutenant- Colonel  Gregory took command of 1 B a t t a l -  

i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a  h e  p l aced  g r e a t e r  emphasis on t e c h n i c a l  gunnery 

t r a i n i n g  than  had been t h e  c a s e  b e f o r e .  T h i s  w a s  t o  be  expect-  
e d  f o r  h e  had been an ou t s t and ing  s t u d e n t  on t h e  f i r s t  A and B 

C e r t i f i c a t e  c o u r s e s  run by t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detach- 

ment. There  were gun d r i l l  and Depression Range F inder  courses 
f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  1897, run by t h e  mar ines .  On 1 6  A p r i l ,  

the b a t t a l i o n  manned t h e  new b a t t e r y  a t  Macaulay P o i n t  f o r  a 

day- long sham b a t t l e .  Afterward,  and a f t e r  a l l  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  
t r a i n i n g  and ceremonial  occas ions ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Gregory 

c i r c u l a t e d  h i s  cr i t ic ism and comments, drawing a t t e n t i o n  t o  

many t e c h n i c a l  d r i l l  p o i n t s .  During t h e  y e a r  he i n s t i t u t e d  i n-  

ter-company compe t i t i on  f o r  t h e  Herbe r t  Cup, p re sen ted  t o  t h e  

V i c t o r i a  gunners  i n  1894, whereby marks w e r e  awarded f o r  gun 

d r i l l ,  company d r i l l ,  t h e  cond i t i on  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  books 

and r e c o r d s  and f o r  t h e  t o t a l  of  t h e  l e a d i n g  40 scores i n  each 

company a t  t h e  annua l  r i f l e  range c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 1 9  A t  t h e  

end  of t h e  y e a r ,  i n  October, many members of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
watched t h e  f i r s t  f i r i n g  of t h e  6- inch guns i n  t h e  new b a t t e r -  

i e s  a t  Rodd H i l l  and Macaulay P o i n t  by t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l -  

l e r y  g a r r i s o n .  

J u b i l e e  y e a r .  M i l i t a r y  con t ingen t s  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  B r i -  

t i s h  Empire marched i n  t h e  J u b i l e e  parade i n  London i n  June and 

took  p a r t  i n  a series of reviews and i n s p e c t i o n s  t h e r e  i n  a 
week o f  f e s t i v i t i e s .  I t  was a major occas ion  f o r  t h e  Canadian 

More s p e c t a c u l a r l y ,  1 8 9 7  was Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  Diamond 



m i l i t i a .  The men o f  t h e  Canadian c o n t i n g e n t  were c a r e f u l l y  

s e l e c t e d  and d r i l l e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  Quebec b e f o r e  going t o  Eng- 

land .  Gunnner W.J. S c o t t ,  3 Company, V i c t o r i a ,  and S e r g e a n t  

C . B .  Worsnop, 6 Company, Vancouver, were s e l e c t e d  from 5 t h  

Regiment. L ieu tenant- Colone ls  P r i o r  and Gregory a l s o  went ,  

t h e  l a t t e r  be ing  g r a n t e d  t h r e e  months l eave  of absence t o  
accompany S i r  Wi l f r ed  L a u r i e r .  There w e r e  glowing reports 
on t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and everyone enjoyed t h e i r , t i m e  i n  England 

a l though  t h e  p h y s i c a l  demands of long  hour s  of marching and 

pa rad ing  w e r e  s t r e n u o u s .  The annual  m i l i t i a  report f o r  t h e  
yea r  con ta ined  a l eng thy  r e p o r t  on t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  London. 20 

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a ca r ryove r  o f  t h e  j u b i l e e  s p i r i t  of  

t h e  summer was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  success of t h e  V i c -  

t o r i a  b a t t a l i o n ' s  annua l  b a l l  on 1 6  December i n  t h e  d r i l l  h a l l  
on Menzies Over 1500  i n v i t a t i o n s  were i s s u e d ,  a 

s p e c i a l  dance f l o o r  was l a i d  and t h e  h a l l  decora ted  and spec-  

i a l l y  lit. The Lieutenant-Governor,  t h e  Mayor, L ieu tenant -  

Colonel  Gregory, Se rgean t  Major Mulcahy and t h e i r  wives l e d  

t h e  dancing w i t h  a formal q u a d r i l l e  of honour. The c a t e r i n g  

was noteworthy and a s p e c i a l  f l e e t  o f  tramcars took t h e  g u e s t s  

home i n  t h e  e a r l y  hours  of  t h e  morning. The b a l l  was a major 

succes s  and a s o c i a l  occas ion  which w a s  long remembered. 
I n  1 8 9 8 ,  t h e  regiment  proved i t s e l f  ready t o  t a k e  i t s  

place as p a r t  of t h e  g a r r i s o n  of t h e  Esquimalt  defences  when 

it f i r e d  t h e  6- inch d i sappea r ing  guns i n  p r a c t i c e .  Teams 

from 2 B a t t a l i o n  came o v e r  from Vancouver t o  f i r e  t h e  Rodd 

H i l l  guns i n  the morning o f  5 November. Men from 1 B a t t a l i o n  

f i r e d  t h e  guns a t  Macaulay P o i n t  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  The whole 
p r a c t i c e  w a s  s u n e r v i s e d  by t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  and 

achieved s a t s i f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  ~ See Tra in ing  w i t h  t h e  new a r -  

mament. 
The regiment  had proven i t s e l f  t o  advantage i n  a d i f f e r -  

e n t  way some months e a r l i e r  when it had marched through t h e  

streets of S e a t t l e  d u r i n g  t h e  4 J u l y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  t h e r e .  22 A 



c o n t i n g e n t  of  abou t  300 i n c l u d i n g  t h e  bands of b o t h  b a t t a l i o n s  

assembled i n  V i c t o r i a  on  3 J u l y  t o  t r a v e l  o v e r n i g h t  t o  S e a t t l e  

on  t h e  C i t y  _ _ _  of Kingston.  T h e  march through t h e  c i t y  t h e  nex t  

day w a s  l e d  by Lieutenant- Colonel  Pr ior  who was mounted f o r  
t h e  occas ion .  The s t e a d y  ranks  o f  b l u e  uniform and wh i t e  h e l -  

m e t s  were r e c e i v e d  w i t h  cons ide rab le  enthusiasm by t h e  l o c a l  

c i t i z e n s .  I t  was a unique occas ion  and a c o n s i d e r a b l e  success 
f o r  t h e  regiment .  

There was no doubt  t h a t  i n  1 8 9 8  t h e  regiment  was f u l l y  

c a p a b l e  of performing w e l l  when c a l l e d  upon t o  do so i n  pub- 

l i c .  Perhaps  t h e  f i n e s t  acco lade  earned  d u r i n g  t h e  yea r  came 

f r o m  Lord Wil l iam Seymour, General  O f f i c e r  Commanding, H a l i f a x ,  

who wrote  a f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  regiment i n  V ic to r i a ,  " . . . . ve ry  

s m a r t . .  . . w e l l  d r i l l e d  .... a very  d i f f e r e n t  looking  l o t  t o  our 
H a l i f a x  f r i e n d s  and B r i t i s h  t o  t h e  c o r e .  I, 2 3 

The regiment  was a l s o  b e t t e r  equipped p e r s o n a l l y  than  it 

e v e r  had been b e f o r e .  During t h e  year  i t  was i s s u e d  wi th  01- 
i v e r  p a t t e r n  p e r s o n a l  accoutrements and r e c e i v e d  Lee Enf ie ld  

r i f les  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  Martini-Henry weapons. The new r i f l e s  
prompted a resurgence  of r i f l e  shoo t ing  compe t i t i on  i n c l u d i n g  

an  i n o v a t i v e  series of r i f l e  matches i n  1 B a t t a l i o n  f o r  anyone 

n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as a f i r s t  o r  second c l a s s  s h o t .  

I n  May 1899  a new Bri t ish- Canadian agreement on t h e  de- 

f e n c e  of Esquimal t  was concluded.  - See Reappra i sa l  and a New 

Agreement. Canada agreed  t o  provide a m i l i t i a  f o r c e  t o  sup- 

plement  an i n c r e a s e d  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n .  The f o r c e  would i n-  

c l u d e  a r t i l l e r y ,  submarine mining eng inee r s  and i n f a n t r y .  I n  
24 o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h i s  commitment 5 th  Regiment was r eo rgan ized .  

The mainland b a t t a l i o n ,  2 B a t t a l i o n ,  was conver ted  t o  an i n-  

f a n t r y  u n i t ,  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n  of R i f l e s .  The V i c t o r i a  b a t t a l i o n  

1 B a t t a l i o n ,  was re t i t l ed  5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia Regiment Cana- 

d i a n  A r t i l l e r y  and each  of i t s  t h r e e  companies was s p l i t  t o  

g i v e  t h e  reg iment  a t o t a l  of s i x  companies, a l l  i n  V i c t o r i a .  

N o  pe r sonne l  w e r e  a s s igned  t o  the  new 5 Company i n  the shuf-  
f l e .  I t  was d e s i g n a t e d  a submarine mining company and i t s  
pe r sonne l  were t o  be r e c r u i t e d  e v e n t u a l l y  from v o l u n t e e r s  

c 



from t h e  o t h e r  companies. Another company, 1 Company, was 

g i v e n  a landward defence  role and would t r a i n  w i th  t h e  13- 
pder  RML guns .  Lieutenant-Colonel  P r i o r  ret i red a f t e r  1 0  

y e a r s  i n  command and Lieutenant- Colonel  Gregory took command 

of t h e  new 5 t h  Reqiment, now a g a i n  an a l l  V i c t o r i a  u n i t .  
The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  

y e a r s  programme f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a  gunners .  They p r a c t i c e d  

d r i l l  on t h e  guns and in s t rumen t s  a t  F o r t  Macaulay, h e l d  t h e  

annual  compet i t ion  f o r  t h e  Herbe r t  Cup, p r a c t i c e d  an emergen- 

cy t u r n- o u t ,  1 Company f i r e d  i t s  1.3-pdr RML guns and t h e r e  

w a s  a f i e l d  day a t  Macaulay P o i n t .  The annua l  i n s p e c t i o n s  

were s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed and on 1 8  October ,  i n  a new is- 

sue  uniform which inc luded  s e r g e  f rock  j a c k e t s  and forage  
c a p s ,  2 0 0  men were i n s p e c t e d  by Major-General Hutton. The 

G e n e r a l ' s  comments w e r e  publ i shed  i n  t h e  C o l o n i s t  newspaper: 

" He  was n o t  accustomed he  s a i d  t o  making comparisons between 

reg iments ,  b u t  he would s a y  t h a t  i n  a l l  Canada ha had no seen  

a bet ter  or more s o l d i e r l y  regiment  t h a n  t h e  F i f t h . " 2 5  

General  Hu t ton ' s  t r i b u t e  w a s  f i t t i n g  and t imely .  The 

Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment had r e c e n t l y  l e f t  Esqui- 
m a l t ,  ending t h e  f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  of  j o i n t  Br i t i sh- Canadian  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  defence o f  t h e  nava l  s t a t i o n .  They 
had been s i x  y e a r s  of  change f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  committed t o  
t h e  defences  and s i x  y e a r s  o f  s t e a d y  improvement to  a new and 

ve ry  s a t i s f a c t o r y  l e v e l  o f  p r o f i c i e n c y .  With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  

of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment t h e  mi l i t i amen  had 

become p r o f i c i e n t  i n  gunnery and had p r a c t i c e d  w i t h  t h e  new 

armament of  t h e  defences .  By 1899 they w e r e  w e l l  equipped 

w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  s m a l l  arms and w e l l  uniformed. T h e i r  d r i l l  
and d i s c i p l i n e  w a s  such t h a t  they cou ld ,  and d i d ,  t u r n  o u t  

a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  t o  perform very  c r e d i t a b l y  on p u b l i c  occas-  
i o n s .  Over t h e  s i x  y e a r s ,  t h e i r  numbers had swe l l ed ,  nec-  

e s s i t a t i n g  a series of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e i r  command 

s t r u c t u r e .  The l a s t  of t h e s e  had r e a s s i g n e d  t h e  m i l i t i a  gun- 

n e r s  of V i c t o r i a ,  Vancouver, New Westminster  t o  t h e  r o l e  of 

c o a s t  a r t i l l e r y ,  f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y ,  submarine mining and i n f a n t r y  
i n  t h e  defence  o f  Esquimal t .  A t  t h e  end o f  1 8 9 9 ,  they  were ready 

t o  commence t h e  second pe r iod  of Bri t i sh- Canadian r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
for t h e  defence .  



Reappra i sa l  and a New Agreement 

The 1893 Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement on t h e  defence  of Esqui- 

m a l t  had been l a r g e l y  based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  Carnarvon 

Commission r e p o r t e d  some t e n  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  The d e t a i l e d  

p l a n  f o r  t h e  de fences  and g a r r i s o n  was formed upon t h e  pre- 
m i s e  of a p robab le  scale of a t t a c k  of one or two c r u i s e r s  

r a i d i n g  or bombarding t h e  nava l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  Esquimal t .  

By 1 8 9 6  t h e r e  were s e r i o u s  doubts i n  London, England, t h a t  
t h e  premise con t inued  t o  h o l d  good. Q u e s t i o n s  were r a i s e d  

abou t  t h e  adequacy of t h e  planned defences  and g a r r i s o n .  I t  

was a l s o  abundant ly  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  confus ion  about  t h e  

c h a i n  of command and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  defence of ES- 

qu ima l t  . The C o l o n i a l  Defence Committee sought  and o b t a i n e d  

answers which became t h e  frame upon which a new Brit ish-Can-  

a d i a n  agreement w a s  formed t o  fo l low t h a t  of  1893 when it 
e x p i r e d .  

I n  1896, b o t h  Russian and America had a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

number of war sh ips  deployed i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  The Russian ves-  

sels i n c l u d e d  a second class b a t t l e s h i p ,  s i x  armoured gun ves- 

e ls ,  twelve  smal ler  vessels and f i f t e e n  to rpedo  boa t s .  Vlad- 

i vos tock  had been f o r t i f i e d  i n  recent y e a r s  and w a s  t h e n  

c l a s s i f i e d  as  a second c l a s s  f o r t r e s s  w i t h  a g a r r i s o n  o f  
3 ,500  t r o o p s .  Warships of t h e  United States i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  

p a c i f i c  i nc luded  a f i r s t  c l a s s  armoured b a t t l e s h i p ,  t h r e e  

armoured c o a s t  defence  v e s s e l s ,  t h r e e  p r o t e c t e d  second class 
c r u i s e r s ,  one unpro t ec t ed  second c l a s s  c r u i s e r ,  f o u r  unprotec-  

t e d  t h i r d  c l a s s  c r u i s e r s  and s i x  s m a l l e r  v e s s e l s .  There were 

f o u r  more c r u i s e r s  and a s l o o p  on t h e  China c o a s t .  A scheme 
had been drawn up i n  1886 f o r  f o r t i f y i n g  a number of p o r t s  on 

t h e  American w e s t  c o a s t  and i n  Puget Sound b u t  only San 
F r a n c i s c o  had r e c e i v e d  de fences  so f a r .  N o  one supposed 

t h a t  t h e  whole o f  t h e  Pac i f ic  nava l  s t r e n g t h  of Russia or 
A m e r i c a ,  or b o t h ,  might be concen t r a t ed  i n  an a t t a c k  on E s -  

q u i m a l t ,  b u t  i t  seemed t h a t  an a t t a c k  by a powerful  f o r c e  of 



e i t h e r  n a t i o n ,  something more than  one or two cruisers ,  was a 

d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  any war.  There w a s  p a r t i c u l a r  con- 

c e r n  over  t h e  presence  o f  f i f t e e n  Russian to rpedo  b o a t s  and 

an American p l a n  t o  b u i l d  f i v e  to rpedo  b o a t s  i n  San F ranc i s-  

co.’ See Appendix G f o r  s h i p  d e t a i l s .  

I n  October 1896, t h e  Co lon ia l  Defence Committee i n  Lon- 

don cons ide red  t h e  problems a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  defence  of 

Esquimal t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  Br i t i sh- American r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  
soured  over  Venezuela.  

nava l  s t r e n g t h s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  
submi t t ed  i t s  g e n e r a l  recommendations on defence  a g a i n s t  t o r -  

pdeo b o a t s  and had shown concern over  t h e  i nadequac ie s  i n  t h e  

s t r e n g t h  of g a r r i s o n  i n  Esquimalt  and t h e  s t a t e  of  t h e  mine- 

f i e l d  defence t h e r e .  See __ Appendix E .  The Muirhead-Boothby 

r e p o r t  and recommendations on t h e  qu ick  f i r i n g  gun defences  

of Esquimal t  had been c i r c u l a t e d .  

Defences.  The q u e s t i o n  of heavy guns was under a c t i v e  d i s -  

cuss ion .  The committee q u i c k l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  and o t h e r  

problems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Esquimal t  defences  p laced  i n  doubt  

t h e  premise of t h e  1893 agreement.  The scale  of expec ted  

a t t a c k  must be  r econs ide red  and conf i rmed,  or r e d e f i n e d ,  be- 

fore t h e  defence  p l a n  cou ld  be  completed. I n  a memorandum 

c i r c u l a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  meeting t h e  committee po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  

if t h e r e  should  be  a war w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s c a l e  of  defence “...it w i l l  be  necessary  t o  a c c e p t  

t h e  bad moral  e f f e c t  bo th  i n  Canada and England o f  t h e  l o s s  
of a defended p o r t  w i t h  i t s  a r t i l l e r y  and s t o r e s  a t  t h e  ou t -  
se t  o f  a war. I f  such a d i s a s t e r  w a s  unacceptab le  t hen  

“ . . . a  very large expend i tu re  o f  guns and works w i l l  be  nec- 

e s s a r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a permanent g a r r i s o n  of a t  l e a s t  5 , 0 0 0  

t r a i n e d  t r o o p s .  *I3 

The Committee was aware of comparat ive  

The Admiralty had r e c e n t l y  

See ~ Cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  

The memorandum begged a c a b i n e t  d e c i s i o n .  

The views of one member of t h e  B r i t i s h  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  f o r  War, Lord Lansdowne, w e r e  c i r c u l a t e d  

i n  a very  c o n f i d e n t i a l  memorandum t o  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  and 

o t h e r  members  of  t h e  c a b i n e t  (Lord S a l i s b u r y ,  t h e  Duke of 
Westminster ,  M r .  G .  Hamilton, M r .  Goschen, M r .  Ba l fou r ,  M r .  

Chamberlain and M r .  Bushxon 8 January 1897. I n  b r i e f  he  argued:- 



.. 

I d e p r e c a t e  any p roposa l  f o r  a l a r g e  expend i tu re  

i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  defences  of Esquimal t .  I t  

seems t o  m e  e a s y  t o  o v e r - r a t e  i ts  importance.  On 

t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i t  would, I b e l i e v e ,  be imposs ib l e  
t o  make it r e a l l y  s a f e  from a t t a c k ,  e x c e p t  a t  a 
s a c r i f i c e  which w e  cannot  a f f o r d  .... I am n o t  p re-  
pared t o  deny a l l  weight  t o  t h e  arguments founded 

upon t h e  loss of p r e s t i g e  which w e  should  i n c u r  
were Esquimal t ,  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of h o s t i l i t i e s ,  t o  
f a l l  i n t o  t h e  posses s ion  of t h e  enemy (it would, 

as  M r .  B a l f o u r  h a s  s a i d ,  be a b i t t e r  p i l l  t o  swal-  
l o w ) ;  b u t  I would n o t  a l l ow t h i s  argument t o  car- 
r y  u s  too far .  W e  should  n o t  be l e d  by such con- 

s i d e r a t i o n s  e i t h e r  t o  spend money on Esquimal t ,  
which c o u l d  be s p e n t  more advantageously  else- 
where, o r  t o  lock  up f o r  i t s  defence s h i p s  and 
s o l d i e r s  which cou ld  be more e f f e c t i v e l y  used i n  
o t h e r  pa r t s  of t h e  wor ld . . . . I  a m  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  ar- 
mament and works, ;which would be r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  

Esquimal t  any th ing  l i k e  complete s e c u r i t y  from a 
s e r i o u s  a t t a c k  i n  t h e  absence o f  t h e  f leet  would 
probably cost about  l , O O O , O O O L ,  to  s a y  no th ing  
of t h e  g a r r i s o n  which would be necessary  t o  ho ld  
t h e  p l a c e  .... I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  what our  p o l i c y  should  

be ,  I a m  unab le  t o  exclude t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  prob- 

a b i l i t y .  Is war w i t h  t h e  United States a proba-  
b i l i t y  f o r  which i t  i s  our  duty t o  p rov ide  i n  t h e  

same way as w e  might p rov ide  f o r  war w i t h  any o f  
T h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  Powers o f  Europe? I cannot  be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  this q u e s t i o n  i s  t o  be  answered i n  t h e  
a f f i r m a t i v e .  I f  I am r i g h t ,  I would s a y  l e t  us 
spend o u r  money, which is n o t  un l imi t ed ,  i n  
s t r e n g t h i n i n g  o u r  defences  a t  t h e  p o i n t s  where  

w e  are m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  be th rea t ened . . . .  
I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  a l l  w e  need t o  do i s  t o  com- 

p l e t e  t h e  de fences  a l r e a d y  approved a t  a c o s t  of 

abou t  25,OOOL. Thi s  would make t h e  place s t r o n g  

enough t o  resist  a cruiser a t t a c k ,  and might a l -  



so  e n a b l e  t h e  g a r r i s o n  t o  ho ld  i t s  own a t  a l l  

e v e n t s  f o r  a few days i f  p r e s s e d  by a l a r g e r  
f o r c e  o f  t h e  enemy. W e  cou ld  s c a r c e l y  r e f u s e  t o  
do t h i s  w i t h o u t  l a y i n g  o u r s e l v e s  open t o  t h e  
charge  o f  a breach  o f  f a i t h  w i t h  t h e  Canadian 

Government. 4 

H i s  argument i s  a measure of t h e  deba te  i n  London on t h e  

s c a l e  o f  defence  a t  Esquimal t .  

There was a n o t h e r  deba te  on ano the r  fundamental  a s p e c t  
of  t h e  de fences  which was t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  same pe r iod :  
a q u e s t i o n  of command and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Rear Admiral H.  

S t .  L. Bury P a l l i s e r ,  Commander-in-Chief of t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a-  

t i o n ,  had r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  wi th  some f o r c e  i n  a r e p l y  t o  a 

series of q u e s t i o n s  posed t o  him by t h e  Admiralty i n  1 8 9 6  

when t h a t  body w a s  a p p r a i s i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  and f u t u r e  o f  

t h e  defence  of E s q u i m a l t .  The Admiral wro te :  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t e  of t h i s  q u e s t i o n  is c h a o t i c .  
Who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t u a l l y  €or t h e  defence  of 

t h i s  p l a c e  and t r a i n i n g ?  

N o t  t h e  Admiral ty  ( t h e y  have on ly  under taken t o  
l end  a s s i s t a n c e  .) 

Not Colone l  Rawstorne, R . M . A . ,  and t h e  detachment 
he commands ( t h e y  are under t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  Gen- 

e r a l  a t  H a l i f a x ,  3 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  away, and have no t  
y e t  commenced t r a i n i n g  submarine miners  for  want 
of pe r sonne l  and i n s t r u c t i o n s . )  

N o t  Major Muirhead, R.E.,  n o t  Colonel  Peters, o f  

t h e  Canadian M i l i t i a  ( bo th  of whom have no th ing  
t o  do w i t h  Colonel  Rawstorne).  

N o t  myself ( t h e  Marines a r e  under t h e  Amy A c t ,  

and i n  no way under my o r d e r s ) .  

There i s  p o s i t i v e l y  no person  d i r e c t l y  and per-  
s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  

Whkn I ask t h i s  q u e s t i o n  p r i v a t e l y  and o f f i c i a l -  
l y ,  I a m  t o l d ,  "Oh i t s  a l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  Canadian 
Go-rernment are r e s p o n s i b l e .  " Now, t h e  Canadian 



Government r e s i d e  a t  Ottawa, over  2 ,000  m i l e s  
away. 

The f a c t  i s ,  t h e  Canadian M i l i t i a  cannot  be  re- 
l i e d  upon f o r  permanent de fence ,  a r e  a s h i f t i n g  

body, and a few t r a i n e d  miners ,  R . M . A . ,  s e n t  

o u t  h e r e  a t  g r e a t  expense to  form t h e  nuc leus  

o f  a corps  of Canadian miners ,  a l l  drawing ve ry  

h i g h  pay,  have done no th ing ,  and have n o t  ' 

t r a i n e d  a s i n g l e  man i n  submarine mining work ,  

and a s  f a r  a s  I can f i n d  o u t  ( t h e y  a r e  n o t  un- 

d e r  my o r d e r s )  have no p r e s e n t  i n t e n t i o n  of 

do ing  so.  

N e i t h e r  should  I t h i n k  i t  w i s e  t r a i n i n g  a l o c a l  

force wi th  a f u l l  knowledge of t h e  work and mine- 

f i e l d ,  i n  view of American Agents h e r e  h o l d i n g  

o u t  inducements t o  them t o  c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r .  5 

These b l u n t  comments c o u l d  n o t  be ignored  i n  London. 

The Co lon ia l  Defence Committee d i scussed  t h e  matter and 

appea l ed  t o  t h e  Co lon ia l  O f f i c e  i n  June 1897 w i t h  a memoran- 

dum which f i r s t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  course of e v e n t s ,  which had l e d  
t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  c u r r e n t  arrangements.  The Carnarvon 

Commission had sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e  Canadian government should 
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  defence  o f  Esquimalt .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  

stages of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  which l e d  t o  t h e  Anglo-Canadian 

agreement  o f  1 8 9 3 ,  Lord Knutsford,  t h e n  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  

f o r  t h e  Colonies  had w r i t t e n  t h a t  h e  saw:- 
... no reason  t o  suppose t h a t  any misapprehen- 

s i o n  e x i s t s  so f a r  as t h i s  Department o r  t h e  

Canadian Government are concerned a s  it has  
a lways been h e l d  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  

defending  Esquimal t  rests wi th  t h e  Dominion 

Government, i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  dame manner as 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  defence  of King 
Goerge 's  Sound and Thursday I s l a n d  rests w i t h  

t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Colonies ;  a l though  i n  a l l  
t h e s e  c a s e s  it h a s  been cons idered  t h a t  Im-  



.. 

p e r i a l  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  concerned 

t o  w a r r a n t  a g r a n t  of armament, e tc ,  a t  t h e  

c o s t  of I m p e r i a l  funds  a s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  

a i d  of t h e  defence . . . .  6 

Under t h e  1893 agreement t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detach- 

ment was regarded a s  t h e  nucleus  of t h e  Esquimal t  g a r r i s o n .  

I t  w a s  borne on t h e  Admiralty books f o r  pay,  was under t h e  

General  O f f i c e r  Commanding a t  Ha l i f ax  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e  and re- 
q u i s i t i o n e d  stores and s u p p l i e s  through h i s  headqua r t e r s .  The 
de tachment ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  w a s  under t h e  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  Genera l  O f f i c e r  Commanding t h e  M i l i t i a  i n  O t -  

tawa who would a l s o ,  presumably a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 

t h e  Canadian Government, g i v e  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  detachment f o r  

t h e  defence o f  Esquimal t .  

manent a r t i l l e r y  w a s  i n  Quebec and had no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
t r a i n  on t h e  guns  mounted a t  Esquimalt .  Although Canada had 

sugges ted  supply ing  m i l i t i a  submarine miners  i n  1891, t h e r e  

w a s  no o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  h e r  t o  do so i n  t h e  1893 agreement. 
Meanwhile, t h e  W a r  Department i n  London w a s  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  

defences  and would, under  present arrangements remain re- 
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  maintenance and for t h e  maintenance o f  

t h e  b a r r a c k s  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  completed. C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  

was a most compl ica ted  d i v i s i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and command 

which was d i f f i c u l t  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  peace and could  be  guaran-  
teed t o  f a i l  i n  w a r .  I t  could  no t  be a l lowed t o  con t inue .  

The Canadian c o n t r i b u t i o n  of per-  

The Co lon ia l  Defence Committee saw two a l t e r n a t i v e  sol- 

u t i o n s .  E i t h e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  defence of Es- 
quimal t  cou ld  rest w i t h  t h e  Government of  Canada wi th  t h e  

a c t i o n s  of t h e  I m p e r i a l  government conf ined  t o  adv ice  on any 

m a t t e r  on which Canada might c o n s u l t  i t ,  o r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

would res t  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  Imper ia l  government w i t h  any m i l -  
i t i a  t r o o p s  a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  defence coming under t h e  command 
of  t h e  Imper i a l  commanding o f f i c e r .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  case Es-  

qu imal t  would i n  e f f e c t  be under t h e  d i r e c t  command of t h e  

B r i t i s h  General  O f f i c e r  Commanding a t  Ha l i f ax .  

should be  pursued .7 
The committee recommended t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  General  O f f i c e r  Com- 



manding a t  H a l i f a x  should be e l i m i n a t e d  from t h e  c h a i n  of re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  a t  Esquimal t  should be  

p l a c e d  under t h e  General  O f f i c e r  Commanding t h e  Canadian 

M i l i t i a  f o r  t a c t i c a l  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  pu rposes ,  f o r  d i s c i -  

p l i n e  and f o r  t h e  supply of s t o r e s  and s u p p l i e s .  I t  was con- 

s i d e r e d  neces sa ry  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  s e n i o r  Imper i a l  

o f f i c e r  a t  Esquimal t  should have l o c a l  command o f  t h e  defen-  
ces, a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  t h e  works were completed.  The committee 

f o r e c a s t  t h a t  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  r e v i s i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  a r -  

rangements on t h e s e  l i n e s  would occu r  when t h e  c u r r e n t  agree-  

ment r a n  o u t  i n  1 8 9 9 .  

A f t e r  t h e  views of t h e  Co lon ia l  Defence Committee were 
made known t h e  key f i g u r e  i n  t h e  deba te  w a s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e  f o r  t h e  Colonies ,  M r .  Chamberlain. H e  communicated h i s  
views on b o t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  scale of defence appropr i-  

a te  for  Esquimal t  and t h a t  of command and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

t h e  defences  i n  one l e t t e r ,  on 15 December 1 8 9 7 .  

t h e  defence  of Esquimalt  cannot  b e  under taken on 
a scale s u f f i c i e n t  t o  Protect it from any a t t a c k  

which might  be  made from t h e  Uni ted States  of Am- 

er ica ,  b u t  on ly  on a scale s u f f i c i e n t  t o  resist 
an  a t t a c k  by  one o r  two c r u i s e r s  and t h e  t r o o p s  

t h a t  might be landed from them.8 
H e  a l s o  ag reed  w i t h  t h e  Admiralty,  t h e  W a r  O f f i c e  and t h e  

C o l o n i a l  Defence Committee:- 

... t h a t  an end should be  p u t  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  sys-  
t e m  o f  d i v i d e d  c o n t r o l  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and 

t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r ,  and c o n t r o l  o f ,  t h e  

s t a t i o n  shou ld  rest wi th  t h e  Government o f  Canada 
t h e  g a r r i s o n  (whether p a r t l y  c o n s i s t i n g  of Imper- 
i a l  troops or wholly of Canadian troops) be ing  

p l a c e d  under  t h e  General Commanding t h e  Canadian 
m i l i t i a . 9  

However, h e  d i d  n o t  t h ink  t h a t  Canada cou ld  f u r n i s h  t h e  whole of 
t h e  neces sa ry  g a r r i s o n ,  nor  d i d  h e  t h i n k  t h a t  Canada should b e a r  

t h e  whole cost  of t h e  defence of Esquimlat .  Both o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s  

r e q u i r e d  r e s o l u t i o n ,  he f e l t ,  b e f o r e  any f u r t h e r  communication 
w i t h  t h e  Government of  Canada upon t h e  s u b j e c t  of a new agreement. 



A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  December 1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  t w o  key matters  of ' 

t h e  scale o f  expec t ed  a t t ack  upon, and t h e  e v e n t u a l  r e spons i-  

b i l i t y  f o r ,  t h e  E s q u i m a l t  de fences  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  agreed  f o r  

d e t a i l e d  p lanning  of t h e  defences  t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  For most of 

1898  d i s c u s s i o n s  abou t  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  t h e  supply  

of t r o o p s ,  t h e i r  accommodation i n  Esquimal t ,  t h e  scale and 

p r o v i s i o n  of heavy and qu ick  f i r i n g  guns and s e a r c h l i g h t s ,  

were an i n t e r n a l  War Department matter .  When a measure of 
i n t e r n a l  agreement was ach ieved ,  Admiralty app rova l  w a s  
sought .  Always, t h e r e  w a s  f i n a n c i n g  t o  be' cons ide red  and 

d i s c u s s e d  wi th  t h e  T reasu ry .  Eventua l ly ,  t h e  War O f f i c e  took 

up an Admiralty s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  a conference  t o  f i n a l l y  se t t le  
m a t t e r s .  The con fe rence  took p l a c e  on 1 0  November 1898 wi th  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  - of  t h e  Co lon ia l  O f f i c e ,  t h e  Admiral ty ,  the 

W a r  O f f i c e  and t h e  Treasury  p r e s e n t .  There w a s  qu ick  agree-  

ment on s i x  key p o i n t s  which i n  summary were: 10 

1. The I m p e r i a l  government should ,  f o r  t h e  pre-  

s e n t ,  assume t h e  whole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
defence o f  Esquimal t  w i th  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

l and  de fence  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  W a r  O f f i c e .  

2 .  There shou ld  b e  a permanent Imper i a l  g a r r i s o n  
of 322 a l l  r anks .  

down o f  numbers and c o s t .  

See - Appendix H for  break-  

3 .  The permanent garr ison m u s t  be supplemented 
by a l o c a l  m i l i t i a  f o r c e  o f  623 a l l  ranks  

s u b j e c t  t o  annual  i n s p e c t i o n  by t h e  Imper i a l  
O f f i c e r  Commanding Esquimal t  o r  t h e  Lieuten-  

ant- General  Commanding i n  Canada - t h e  B r i t i s h  

Commander of Ha l i f ax .  

4 .  The Canadian government should be r e l i e v e d  of 
i t s  c u r r e n t  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  ma in t a in  100  perma- 
n e n t  ar t i l lerymen i n  r e a d i n e s s  t o  proceed t o  
Esquimal t  and of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

defence  of Esquimal t  provided t h a t  t h e  m i l i t i a  
g a r r i s o n  be p l aced  under t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  I m-  
p e r i a l  O f f i c e r  i n  Command on the imminence of 
war. 



5 .  Cos t s  would be shared  wi th  t h e  Canadian govern- 

ment paying h a l f  t h e  annua l  c o s t  of  t h e  Imper- 

i a l  g a r r i s o n  - e s t i n a t e d  a t f 2 1 , 0 0 0 ,  h a l f  t h e  

prime cha rges  f o r  t h e  ba r r ack  accommodation of 

t h e  g a r r i s o n  - es t ima ted  a t  L 1 2 , 5 0 0 ,  and t h e  
whole cost  of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a .  

6 .  These arrangements  should be made fo r  a p e r i o d  

of 1 0  y e a r s  a t  t h e  end of which it was expect-  

e d  t h a t  Canadian t roops  of each arm would be  

ready t o  t a k e  ove r .  

Here were t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  a new Bri t ish- Canadian agreement 

on t h e  defence  of Esquimal t :  a p roposa l  f o r  B r i t i s h  manage- 

ment, a l a r g e  permament B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  backed by Canadian 
m i l i t i a  and some cost s h a r i n g  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t e n  y e a r s  un- 

til Canada cou ld  assume f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The p roposa l  f o r  a new agreement w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  Canadi- 

an government on 1 February 1899. I t  w a s  favourab ly  r ece ived .  

I n  r e p l y ,  t h e  Dominion stated t h a t  i t  p r e f e r r e d  a con t r ibu-  

t i o n  of a f i x e d  annua l  sum of L 2 1 , 0 0 0  toward t h e  cost of 

maintenance o f  t h e  Imper i a l  g a r r i s o n  and a f i x e d  sum of 

L12,500 f o r  t h e  prime charges  f o r  t h e  b a r r a c k  accommodation 
of t h e  I m p e r i a l  t r o o p s .  I t  would p rov ide  a m i l i t i a  f o r c e  o f  

623 a l l  ranks f o r  t h e  g a r r i s o n :  5 o f f i c e r s  and 155 o t h e r  

ranks  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  3 o f f i c e r s  and 53 o t h e r  ranks  sub- 

marine mining e n g i n e e r s ,  15 o f f i c e r s  and 415 o t h e r  ranks  o f  

t h e  i n f a n t r y .  O t t a w a  sugges ted  t h e  new arrangements  should 
s t a r t  on 30 September 1899. The Canadian sugges t ions  w e r e  

a ccep ted  i n  London on the recommendations of t h e  Co lon ia l  O f f i c e .  

The new Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement on t h e  defence  o f  E s -  

q u i m a l t  h e r a l d e d  a new phase i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  V i c t o r i a -  

Esquimal t  d e f e n c e s .  

be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  development of  t h e  de fences ,  f o r  t h e  
permanent g a r r i s o n  and €or command. 

some of t h e  c o s t  and commit a l a r g e  m i l i t i a  f o r c e  t o  t h e  gar-  
r i s o n .  The new arrangements  would supe r sede  t h e  o l d  made i n  

1893. The Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment, t h e  o l d  g a r r i -  

son, would be r e l i e v e d .  

B r i t a i n  ,the B r i t i s h  W a r  Office,would 

Canada would c o n t r i b u t e  



RMA Detachment r e t u r n s  t o  England 

The s t a r t i n g  date f o r  t h e  new Br i t i sh- Canadian  agreement o f  t h e  

defence  of Esquimal t  was 30 September 1899. A chanqeover i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  w a s  t o  be  e f f e c t e d  by then .  The Royal Marine 

A r t i l l e r y  Detachment which had a r r i v e d  so q u i e t l y  i n  1893-94 
d e p a r t e d  w i t h  ceremony, w i t h  e x p r e s s i o n s  0 5  r e g r e t  and wi th  t h e  

a p p r e c i a t i v e  good wishes  of t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  and m i l i t i a .  
Advance p a r t i e s  of  t h e  new g a r r i s o n  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  ma- 

r i n e s  l e f t .  Seven Royal Engineer submarine miners  l e f t  Eng- 

land  on 9 September.' 

submarine mining stores,  equipment and b u i l d i n g s  a t  S i g n a l  

H i l l ,  Esquimal t ,  from t h e  mar ines .  They w e r e  a l s o  t h e  advance 

p a r t y  f o r  a submarine mining company of t h e  Royal Engineers  

which would e v e n t u a l l y  j o i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n .  L ieu t enan t  V.L. 

B e e r ,  Royal Gar r i son  A r t i l l e r y ,  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  S e r g e a n t  Norris 
of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Corps, t w o  s e r g e a n t s  and ten gunners  ar- 
r i v e d  i n  Esquirnalt on 22  September from Ha l i f ax ,  Nova Scotia. 

They were t h e  advance p a r t y  f o r  1 9  Company Royal Gar r i son  A r -  

t i l l e r y . 2  The n e x t  day Colonel  C o l l a r d ,  CRE H a l i f a x ,  a r r i v e d  

f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  on the b u i l d i n g  programme which would e n l a r g e  

Work P o i n t  Ba r r acks  t o  accommodate t h e  new l a r g e r  g a r r i s o n .  

On a r r i v a l  t hey  took charge  of a l l  t h e  

. 

3 

The main body o f  1 9  Company RGA l e f t  H a l i f a x ,  Nova Scotia,  

on Sa tu rday  23 September 1899  by r a i l  f o r  Esquimal t .  Major 

A.E.C. Myers RGA commanded t h e  p a r t y  which inc luded  Major Moir 
of t h e  Royal Army Medical Corps and about  t e n  f a m i l i e s  making 

a t o t a l  of  1 4 0  i n  t h e  group.  They a r r i v e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  on 2 9  

September hav ing  c ros sed  w i t h  t h e  outgoing Royal Marine A r t i l -  
l e r y  Detachment i n  Vancouver. 4 

The marines  l e f t  V i c t o r i a  on 28  September 1899. I n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  Colone l  Pr ior ,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Gregory and o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  of  V i c t o r i a ' s  m i l i t i a  gunners ,  5 t h  B.C. Regiment Ca-  

nadian  A r t i l l e r y ,  c a l l e d  formal ly  upon t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  RMA 

Detachment a t  Work P o i n t  Barracks  t o  p r e s e n t  a commemorative 



- s i l v e r  l ov ing  cup t o  t h e  RMA o f f i c e r s  mess. T h e  cup was w e l l '  

r e ce ived .  I t  went t o  England wi th  t h e  detachment and today is 
p a r t  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  mess of t h e  Royal Marine 

Commando T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e ,  Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon, See - Figure  

8.  A t  about  8 p.m. t h e  RMA Detachment, some 6 0  men headed by 
t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  Major Trot ter  and Capta ins  Barnes and Poole, 
marched t o  t h e  wharf i n  V i c t o r i a  behind t h e  band of t h e  5 t h  
Regiment. They were j o i n e d  on board t h e  I s l a n d e r  by Surgeon 

B e l l  and t h e i r  wives and c h i l d r e n  t o  b r i n g  t h e  t o t a l  number of 

t h e  group t o  1 0 4 .  O f f i c i a l  goodbyes w e r e  s a i d  on board .  "Among 

t h e  men t h e r e  were many expres s ions  of r e g r e t  ove r  go ing  away, 

some t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  s t a t i o n  t h e y  have e v e r  

s e r v e d  on".5 A s  t h e  s h i p  p u l l e d  away, t h e  crowd of many hund- 

reds on t h e  wharf chee red  and sang Auld Lang Syne. I t  was a 

f i t t i n g  send off  f o r  a ve ry  popula r  g a r r i s o n .  
____-  

. It i s  of p a s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two Canadians 

s a i l i n g  a s  mar ines  i n  t h e  detachment: Gunner George Lincoln  of 

V i c t o r i a ,  B.C. ,  and Bombardier Bowes of London, On ta r io .  6 - 

I n  Vancouver t h e  detachment t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Canadian 

P a c i f i c  Railway t r a i n  which would take it t o  Montreal .  Local 

newspapers reported t h e i r  p rog res s .  The Montreal  G a z e t t e  re- 
p o r t e d  t h e i r  a r r i v a l :  

There passed  th rough  t h e  c i t y  yes t e rday  a comp- 

any of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y ,  t h e i r  wives  

and c h i l d r e n ,  from Esquimalt  B.C., e n  r o u t e  f o r  

England, Major W.F. Trot ter  i s  i n  command, t h e  

o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  be ing  Capta in  G.R.  Poole ,  Cap ta in  

G.E. Barnes and Surgeon A.S.G. B e l l .  A s  a l l  of 
t h e  men p o s s e s s  good conduct badges and many 

have over  seven  y e a r s  s e r v i c e ,  they were g i v e n  
l e a v e  t o  s t r e t c h  t h e i r  l e g s  a f t e r  t h e  long j o u r -  

ney a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  None of t h e  men a r e  

under s i x  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t ,  and they have should-  

ers t o  match. I n  f a c t ,  it was a long t i m e  ago 
t h a t  such a f i n e  l o t  of s t a l w a r t  men were s e e n  

i n  a body i n  t h i s  c i t y .  The men a r e  young and 

a c t i v e  and s e e m  ready  f o r  any emergency. 7 



. .. 

The detachment boarded t h e  l i n e r  Bavar ia  i n  Montreal f o r  

pas sage  t o  England. During t h e  t r a n s  A t l a n t i c  journey ,  t h e  

mar ines  impressed t h e  o t h e r  passengers  aboard wi th  t h e i r  

b e a r i n g  and d i s c i p l i n e  and wi th  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  c o n c e r t s  

and o t h e r  sh ipboa rd  a c t i v i t i e s .  Many i n d i v i d u a l s  were p r a i s e d  
and t h e  detachment as  a whole was complimented i n  speeches .  8 

When t h e  detachment reached Eastney Bar racks ,  Ports-  

mouth, England,  a f u l l  r e p o r t  on i t s  achievements du r ing  i t s  
t o u r  of g a r r i s o n  d u t y  was passed t o  t h e  Admiral ty .  Subse- 

q u e n t l y  a General  Order was publ i shed  which r e a d  i n  p a r t :  

The Lords Commissioners of  t h e  Admiral ty  having 
had under t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  Report of In-  

s p e c t i o n  made by t h e  Rear-Admiral Commander-in- 

C h i e f ,  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  conduct  

of t h e  detachment of  t h e  RM A r t i l l e r y ,  du r ing  

t h e  s i x  y e a r s  t hey  se rved  a t  Esquimal t ;  a per-  

iod du r ing  which i n  t h e  words of t h e  Commander 
in-Chief t hey  s e r v e d  wi th  c r e d i t  t o  themselves 

and  t o  t h e  Corps which forms p a r t  of t h e  Navy. 

T h e i r  l o r d s h i p s  have been p l e a s e d  t o  s i g n i -  

f y  t h a t  t h i s  detachment i s  t o  be informed t h a t  

t h e  Admiral ty  have r ece ived  w i t h  much sa t i s-  
f a c t i o n  t h e  Commander-in-Chief's r e p o r t s  of i t s  

e x c e l l e n t  conduc t ,  good d i s c i p l i n e  and e f f i c i -  
ency ,  and t h e  good example t hey  have set  du r ing  

t h e i r  t e r m  of service a t  Esquimal t .  
I t  remained on ly  f o r  t h e  Colonel  Commandant Royal Marine 

9 

A r t i l l e r y  t o  acknowledge t h e  close t i e s  which had developed 

between t h e  detachment and t h e  m i l i t i a  gunners du r ing  t h e  de- 

t achmen t ' s  y e a r s  of g a r r i s o n  du ty .  The fo l lowing  le t ter  w a s  

r e c e i v e d  by t h e  5 t h  B.C. Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y  and w a s  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  i t s  r eg imen ta l  o r d e r s  on 8 November 1 8 9 9 :  

Eastney B a r r a c k s  
Portsmouth 
1 9  O C t ' 9 9  

Dear S i r ,  

On t h e  r e t u r n  of Major T r o t t e r  and h i s  p a r t y  from 



Esquimal t  he h a s  informed m e  of  t h e  very  f r i e n d l y  

and e n t h u s i a s t i c  "send o f f "  accorded t o  them a l l  

by y o u r s e l f  and t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  1st and 2nd 

B a t t a l i o n s  5 t h  Regt CA and on beha l f  of t h e  of- 
f i c e r s  and men of t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  I 

should  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  of t e l l i n g  

you how much t h i s  h a s  been a p p r e c i a t e d  by a l l  

ranks  of t h e  Corps and how thoroughly  t h e  good 

f e e l i n g  you have shown t o  o u r  comrades is' r e c i p -  

r o c a t e d  by u s ,  o c c u r r i n g  as it does a t  t h e  pre-  
s e n t  t i m e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  o f  e s p e c i a l  va lue  t o  

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  thorough sympathy t h a t  e x i s t s  
between t h e  Imper i a l  and Co lon ia l  Forces  when 

a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  Empire a r e  drawing t o g e t h e r  t o  
s e r v e  h e r  Majesty t h e  Queen and t o  guaran tee  

t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Dominions. 

Major T r o t t e r  a l so  b r i n g s  us  a v e r y  beaut-  

i f u l  cup p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  RMA Mess by your se l f  

and t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  5 t h  Regiment Canadian 

A r t i l l e r y .  W e  should  l i k e  to  s a y  how very much 

w e  s h a l l  always a p p r e c i a t e  it as a remembrance 

of t h e  p l e a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of o u r  o f f i c e r s  

and men w i t h  yours  a t  Esquimal t  and t o  add t h a t  

w e  hope any member of t h e  CA when v i s i t i n g  Eng- 

l a n d  w i l l  remember t h a t  t hey  w i l l  always be 
most h e a r t i l y  welcome a t  o u r  headqua r t e r s  a t  
E a s  t n e y  . 

Bel i eve  m e  
Very s i n c e r e l y  Yours 
S t .  Guise Tucker (S igna tu re )  
Colonel  Commandant W 1 0  

The t ies  fo rged  d u r i n g  t h e  de tachment ' s  g a r r i s o n  du ty  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  f o r  some i n d i v i d u a l s :  so  s t r o n g  t h a t  many 

y e a r s  l a t e r  t hey  would retire a t  t h e  end o f  t h e i r  service t o  

l i v e  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  a r e a .  See - Appendix D. 



Epilogue 

I n  1878 s p a r e  guns from store a t  t h e  Royal Navy’s y a r d s  a t  ES- 

q u i m a l t  were mounted i n  ear thworks  a long  t h e  s e a  f r o n t  t o  de- 

f e n d  V i c t o r i a  and Esquimal t .  I t  seemed a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  i f  war 
between Russia  and B r i t a i n  would break o u t  a t  any moment. The 

Admiralty was anxious  t o  protect  Esquirnalt a s  a base  f o r  o p e r - _  

a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Russian P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  t h e  l o c a l  government 
and popu la t ion  f e l t  exposed,  i s o l a t e d  and t h r e a t e n e d  and t h e  

Canadian government sought  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  i t s  new a l though  d i s -  

t a n t  w e s t  c o a s t .  I m p e r i a l ,  l o c a l  and Dominion a u t h o r i t i e s  co- 

o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  common cause  of h u r r i e d l y  p rov id ing  defences .  

There w a s  no Br i t i sh- Russ i an  war i n  1878, b u t  t h e  scare 

o f  one se rved  t o  focus  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Empire’s de fences .  B r i t a i n  set o u t  t o  remedy t h e s e ,  

f i rs t  wi th  a Royal Commission t o  enqu i r e  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  
defences  and t o  make recommendations, and t h e n  wi th  a Co lon ia l  

Defence Committee i n  London to  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  implementation 

o f - t h e  adopted recommendations. The coope ra t ion  of t h e  Do- 

minions  and Colonies  of t h e  E m p i r e  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  imp- 

lemen ta t ion  p roces s .  I t  was g iven ,  b u t  t h e  diplomacy i n v o l-  

ved and t h e  tenuous communications o f  t h e  pe r iod  prevented  any 
o v e r n i g h t  succes s .  There was a s t eady  and cont inuous  irnprove- 

ment of t h e  de t ences  of s e l e c t e d  p o r t s  and c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  
throughout  t h e  empire over t h e  nex t  t h r e e  decades .  

Canada and B r i t a i n  made an  agreement t o  s h a r e  t h e  defence  

of Esquimal t  i n  1893. B r i t a i n  was t o  supply t h e  armament and 

a sma l l  r e g u l a r  g a r r i s o n  Canada would p rov ide  a b a r r a c k s  

f o r  t h e  g a r r i s o n ,  t h e  l a n d  f o r  new permanent f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
and a m i l i t i a  f o r c e  of b o t h  permanent and non-permanent u n i t s .  

C o s t s  would be s h a r e d  and B r i t a i n x o u l d  d e s i g n  and s u p e r v i s e  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l l  works. Thus, t o g e t h e r ,  B r i t a i n  and 
Canada would r e p l a c e  t h e  h a s t i l y  erected, l o c a l l y  manned de- 

f e n c e s  of 1 8 7 8  w i t h  permanent b a t t e r i e s  and t r a i n e d  t r o o p s .  



The agreement  proved sound i n  p r i n c i p l e  b u t  d e f i c i e n t  i n  

p r a c t i c e .  A Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment was t h e  B r i t i s h  

g a r r i s o n  from 1893 u n t i l  1 8 9 9 .  I t  r a i s e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of  gun- 

nery and g e n e r a l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  t o  an 

accep tab le  l e v e l  o f  competence wi th  t h e  new armaments. The 

detachment a l t hough  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  for t h e  t a s k  of subma- 

r i n e  mining d i d  n o t  p r a c t i c e  i t  because of equipment d e f i c i e n-  
cies and d i d  n o t  t r a i n  m i l i t i a  sumbarine miners  because t h e r e  

was no fo rma l  commitment f o r  t h i s  i n  t h e  agreement.  The per-  

manent m i l i t i a  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  g a r r i s o n  remained i n  Quebec,  

as ag reed ,  b u t  were unable  t o  t r a i n  on t h e  t ype  o f  guns p laced  

i n  t h e  new b a t t e r i e s .  The l o c a l  non-permanent m i l i t i a  i n c r e a s e d  

i n  numbers t o  an a u t h o r i z e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  6 2 3  a l l  r anks ,  a l l  gun- 

n e r s ,  and wi th  t h e i r  l a r g e  s i z e  and p h y s i c a l  s p l i t  between V i c -  

t o r i a  and Vancouver/New W e s t m i n s t e r  exoer ienced  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

and command d i f f i c u l t i e s .  N o  one was a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  o f  

how thenew de fences  a t  Esquimalt  would be commanded i n  w a r .  

The p lanned  6- inch b a t t e r i e s  were completed,  b u t  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  

h e a v i e r  and l i g h t e r  guns,  incomplete  i n  1893, had t o  be re- 
v i s e d  t o  allow f o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and t ac t ica l  development. 

WhiLe  much had been accomplished under t h e  agreement,  t h e r e  

was an obvious  need t o  improve v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of  it i f  t h e  

d e s i r e d  s t a n d a r d  of defence w a s  to  be o b t a i n e d .  
I n  1896,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  expe r i ence  had a l r e a d y  reached 

t h e  p o i n t  where a review o f  t h e  terms of t h e  agreement could 

be seen  t o  be neces sa ry .  The review began i n  London, England. 

Mat te rs  of p o l i c y  were s e t t l e d  f i r s t .  The B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  

concluded t h a t  Canada and B r i t a i n  should  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a r e  

i n  t h e  de fence  i n  t h e  defence of Esquimal t ,  b u t  B r i t a i n  should  

t a k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  command and e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  

defences  for  a p e r i o d  of t e n  y e a r s  u n t i l  Canada could  assume 
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  De ta i l ed  d i s c u s s i o n  of armament and 
troops followed. I t  w a s  decided t h a t  t h e  defences  should  
i n c l u d e  t h e  most modern armament: heavy guns f o r  counter-bom- 

bardment, l i g h t  guns and s e a r c h l i g h t s  f o r  harbour  de fence  w i t h  

a submarine m i n e f i e l d  and a c r e d i b l e  f i e l d  



f o r c e  fo r  landward defence i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  6- inch guns a l -  

ready i n  p l a c e .  The number of B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n  

would be  s c a l e d  t o  p rov ide  an adequate  core of r e g u l a r  t r o o p s  

f o r  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  defences  and Canada would p rov ide  non- 

permanent m i l i t i a  a r t i l l e r y m e n ,  i n f a n t r y  and submarine miners  

t o  supplement t h e  r e g u l a r  c o r e  t o  t h e  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  necessary  
t o  man t h e  defences  i n  w a r .  Th i s  was a much more p r a c t i c a l  

p l a n  f o r  ensu r ing  an e f f i c i e n t  defence of Esguimal t .  

B r i t a i n  and Canada made a new agreement i n  1 8 9 9  on t h e  

t e r m s  of t h e  review conducted i n  London. The new agreement 

ended t h e  Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  p e r i o d  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of V i c -  

t o r i a  and Esquimal t .  The p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  ga ined  from the 

f i r s t  agreement o f  1 8 9 3  w o u l d  f o r m  t h e  b a s e  upon which t h e  

new agreement would b u i l d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  defences  t o  a complete 

s t a t e  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  Imper i a l  p l a n  

fo r  t h e  defence  of s e l e c t e d  p o r t s  and c o a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  through-  

o u t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. I t  was expec ted  t h a t  by t h e  end of 
t h e  t e n  y e a r  p e r i o d  of t h e  1 8 9 9  agreement Canada would be  i n  

a pos i t ion  t o  f u l l y  assume a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e  defence  

o f  t h e  Esquimalt  nava l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  



Appendix A 

Genea log ica l  Tree of  The Royal Marines 

THE ADMIRAL'S REGIMENT 
1 6 6 4- 1 6 8 5  

I 

I 

The P r i n c e ' s  Regiment 
1 6 8 5- 1 6 8 9  - 

Two Marine Regiments of F o o t .  ' 

1 6 9 0- 1 6 9 8  
I 

Four Regiments of  Marines 
1 6 9 8- 1 6 9 9  

I 

I 
S i x  Regiments of Marines 

1 7 0 2- 1 7 1 3  

Four Companies of I n v a l i d s  of Marines 
1 7 1 4- 1 7 3 9  

I 
I I I 
I Four Reiiments Gooch's S i x  Regiments 

of Marines Marines of Marines 
1 7 3 9-  1 7 4 8  1 7 4 0 7 1 7 4 8  1 7 3 9- 1 7 4 3  

I 
1 

I 
The d r i n e s  

I 
1 7 5 5- 1 8 0 2  

The Royal Marines 
1 8 0 2- 1 8 5 5  

I 
I 

The Royal Marines 
( L i g h t  I n f a n t r y )  

1 8 5 5- 1 8 6 2  

Marine A r t i l l e r y  
companies 
1 8 0  4- 1862 

I 
I. 

Royal Marine I 
Royal Marines L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  A r t i l l e r y  

1 8 6 2- 1 9 2 3  

I I 
1 8 6  2- 192  3 

I 
THE ROYAL MARINES 

1 9 2 3  



Appendix B 

Royal Marine Artillery Detachment Esquimalt Nominal 
R o l l s ,  February 1894-September 1899. 

Nominal-List of RMA Detachment serving at Esquimalt. 1 

Reg. 
No. 

2011 
2543 
2564 
2345 
2203 
2321 
26 16 
2391 
2104 
14 26 
2677 
2444 
2157 
4391 
1883 
1529 
1731 

Rank 

Lieut 

Sergt 

Gr 

Name 

F.N. Templer 
G.E. Barnes 
W.G. Sparrow 
Robt Boyd 
Albt Gibson 
Richd Moon 
Thos Hall 
Henry Duck 
John Ellinqham 
Davd Kelly 
Fredk Whitehead 
C.H. Corban 
Geo Barraclough 
C.R. Kelly 
S. J. Bourner 
Jos Allard 
G.W. Peach 
John Frain 
E.W. Lyons 

Royal Marine Artillery Barracks) 
Potsmouth. 26th Bebruary 1894.) 

Remarks 

Officers Attendents 

(Signature) 



Nominal R e t u r n  of RM A r t i l l e r y  Detachment f o r  E s q u i m a l t .  2 

he g 
L 

1047 
1895 
3111  
2164 
3331  
3048 
3638 

4119 
4 2 4 0  
3324 
3447 
1 7 9 2  
2016 

7 7 1  
3008 
2895 
1225 
1912  
9 1 3  
646 
6 72 
1 0 6 1  
3911  
4 110 
2425 
3113 
1945  
3825 
1026 
3803 
4318 
4577 
4559 
4 7 2 1  
4621 
4588 
4616 
3970 
4669 
3996 
4651  
3185 
4611  
4672 

Rank 

Major 
S e r g e a n t  

Corpl  

Bomb 

B u g l e r  

Gunner 

N a m e  

G . A  . L .  Rawstorne 
F.F. Porter 
J .E .H . P h i l l i p s  
E .D.  F r y  
W i l l i a m  C a r l e t o n  
A.C .  Bundy 
James Harris  
R . D .  J u f f s  

A.C. Boyce 
W . H .  Rann 
Tom F u l l e r  
A . H .  Wal l i s  
J o s e p h  Mew 
H . C .  S t a l l a r d  

W i l l i a m  F ido  
J . P .  Brennan 
C h a r l e s  Cannon 
Henry W i l l i a m s  
George Preen  
Walter Xeates 
W i l l i a m  B r u c e  
J . G .  Chown 
Herbert Reynolds 
J.J. Sawyer 
Thomas Shaw 
L e v i  Hardwood 
James Osborne 
George Richa rdson  
Thomas James 
Andrew Padden 
George B r i d l e  
W i l l i a m  S p u r r i e r  
Edgar  Nicho l son  
C h a r l e y  B u t l e r  
Abraham Osborne 
Harold K e m p  
F . J .  Webb 
H.W. Gadsby 
Robert Spence r  
Thomas Blackman 
J . R . E .  Davis 
E r n e s t  Sherwood 
H.W.  Edwards 
J o h n  Othen 
Peter Sweeney 

I f  q u a l .  a s  
Sub: m i n e r  

NO 
NO 
NO 

. N O  
N o  
N o  
N o  

N o  
N o  

Y e s  
Y e s  
Y e s  

No 

N o  
N o  
No 
N o  
N o  
N o  
N o  
N o  
No 
N o  
No 
No 
N o  
No 
N o  
NO 
N o  
N o  
NO 
NO 
N o  
N o  

N o  

N o  

N o  

N o  

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Remarks 

To r e l i e v e  
Glover  i n  
H .M.S. 
Champion 

A t t e n d a n t  
t o  Major 
R a w s  t o r n e  



4 6 8 3  
4 6 8 4  
4 6 8 9  
1 0 1 6  
4 6 9 0  
4 7 3 4  
4 7 1 4  
231 6 
2107 
4 6 8 7  
4 7 0 7  

A . V .  Creed 
J .S . Brown 
C.D. Ayton 
R .H . Nunn 
George H a l l  
George S t e w a r t  
J . H .  Buxton 
Frank H a t c h e r  
W i l l i a m  S h e e l e r  
Richd Lewel lyn  
F e l i x  M c N i c k l e  

E x  a m i  ne d 

Major and  S t a f f  Officer 

Royal  Mar ine  A r t i l l e r y  B a r r a c k s  
P o r t s m o u t h  6 t h  F e b r u a r y  1 8 9 4 .  

( S i g n a t u r e )  

N o  
N o  
N o  
N o  
N o  
N o  
No 
N o  
N o  

( S i g n a t u r e )  
C o l o n e l  Commandant 



Reg. 
N o .  - 

2564 

4486 
2 4 4 4  

26 1 6  
2677 

2203 

239 1 
2104 
2157 
1529 

1792 
1731 

344i  
2720 
3555 

4 4 4 :  

1401 
257f 

265; 
285; 
536: 
595t 
210- 
218f 
572f 
2085 

Monthly R e t u r n  of t h e  Detachment of Royal Mar ines  

S e r v i n g  a t  E s q u i m a l t  B . C .  

3 
Roya l  Marine A r t i l l e r y  D i v i s i o n ,  Date. 1st Sep tember  1899 

N a m e  

r7.F. T r o t t e r  
G. E .  Barnes  

G.R. P O O k  
A .  G i b s o n  

a .  Hubbard 
C . R .  K e l l y  

J .  E l l i n g h a m  
G.  B a r r a c l o u g h  

T .  Hall 

D .  K e l l y  
F . W h i t e h e a d  
S . H .  B o u r n e r  
J .  F r a i n  

J.  Mew 
E.W. Lyons 

A.H.  Wallis 
J.  Jones 
A.G.  Cook 

A .  A r c h e r  

J.  Cowen 
G . H .  Wolf€? 

G .  B o u l t o n  
G.M. Bayley 
J. Reeder 
G.L. R o s e  
w. Wheller 
M .  F l e t c h e r  
J . E .  N o r r i s  
J .  Warren 

Rank 

Major 
C a p t a i n  

C a p t a i n  
C o l  Se rg t  

S e r g t  
Pd L c e  S g t  

Corp 
Corp 

Gunner 

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 

Gunner 
Gunner 

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 

Pd a / B r  

Gunner 
S e r g t  

S e r g t  
Corp 
Corp 
B r  
B r  
a / B r  
B u g l e r  
Gunner 

How Employed 

R.M.A. O.C.  
Submar ine  
Miner  

I ,  

1 1  

I t  

1 1  

1 1  

C l e r k  t o  0 . C  

G e n e r a l  d u t y  
C l e r k  t o  D e t  
General d u t y  
C a r e t a k e r  
C a r e t a k e r  
C a n t e e n  Mangr 
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
At t e n d a n  t 

J o i n e d  

2 .8 .93  

13.11.97 
2 .8 .93  

2 .8 .93  
2 .8 .93  

2.8.93 

2 .8 .93  
2.8.93 
2 .8 .93  
2.8.93 

8.3.94 
2 .8 .93  

8.3.94 
29 .1 .98  
17.10 - 9 7  

17.9.98 

10 .6 .97  
6.11.97 

17 .9 .98  
17.9.98 
13 .11 .98  
17 .9 .98  
8 .3 .94  
21.5.95 
17.10 -97  
31 .10 .95  

Remarks 

M i  1 i t a r y  
Mechan i s t  
a n d  
E l e c t r i c i a n  
E l e c t r i c i a n  
E l e c t r i c i a n  
and  
I n s t r u m e n t  
Repairer 
E l e c t r i c i a n  
Eng ine  
Dr iver  
I n s t r u m e n t  
Repairer 
E l e c t r i c i a n  
D i v e r  
E l e c t r i c i a n  
Eng ine  
Diver 
E l e c t r i c i a n  
Eng ine  
D r i v e r  
E n g i n e  D r i v e r  
E l e c t r i c i a n  
Eng ine  
D r i v e r  
Eng ine )  n o t  em-  
D r i v e r )  p l o y e d  
S.N.M.)as SNM 
Actg Qr M r  
and 
B a r r a c k  S e r g t  

a t  Naval Yard 

F o r t  Macaulay 
F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

C a p t  Poole 



2 3 1 6  
2 0 1 6  
3 9 7 5  
1 0 7 5  
4 6 1 1  
26 1 3  
2 9 0 4  
3 1 8 5  
3 9 1 1  
1 6 1 5  
4 8 8 5  

4 6 8 4  
3 9 9 6  
4 1 7 7  
2 1 2 2  
4 6 9 0  
4 5 8 8  
5 1 7 7  
2 8 3 3  
4 7 0 2  
6 8 3 5  
1 9 4 5  
4 1 5 7  
5 2 5 9  

7 7 1  

5 3 2 1  
2 6 5 1  
4 7 1 4  
2 8 0 2  

4 110 
4 3 9 1  
3 8 0 3  
9 1 3  
4 1 1 4  
1 5 9 3  
3 2 8 0  
2 1 1 4  
1 9 6  7 
1 7 2 7  
1 9 1 2  
6 5 8 8  
6 7 6 1  

F. H a t c h e r  
H .C. S t a l l a r d  
T.H.  Woodrow 
J . R .  R iey  
J .  Othen 
A .  M a r s h a l l  
A.E.  C l e v e l a n d  
H . H .  Edwards 
J.J. Sawyer 
A .  H e w l e t t  
T. Heasman 

J . S .  B r o w n  
J . R . E .  Davis ,  
R. Y a r n e l l  
G.L. Wiseman 
G .  H a l l  
F .J .  Webb 
G .  Food 
W . J .  T o t h i l l  
T .  Rayns fo rd  
H . G .  L i n c o l n  
G .  R i c h a r d s o n  
W . J .  T u r n e r  
R. I r v i n g  

W .  F i d o  

W. S h e r i f f  
H . J .  Tanne r  
J . H .  Buxton  
T.  Morris 

T .  Shaw 
3. A l l and  
G .  B r i d l e  
W .  Keates 
J .  W i l l i a m s  
T. Harris 
A .  R o b e r t s  
C .  Wildes 
J. S a n d e r s  
w .  Lovely 
G .  P r e e n  
E .  O ' C o n n e l l  
H .  Donaldson 

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 

Gunner 

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 

Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner 
Gunner 
Gunner  
Gunner  

G e n e r a l  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
C a r e t a k e r  
Carter  
General  d u t y  
Genera l  d u t y  
C l e r k  
O r d e r l y  
A t t e n d a n t  
Postman a n d  
S t o  reman 
General  d u t y  
Genera l  d u t y  
C a r e t a k e r  
C a r e t a k e r  
Mens Cook 
Genera l  d u t y  
Groom 
Groom 
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
General  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
L i b r a r i a n  
A s s  i s  t a n  t 
Ar t i f i ce r  
Barber and 
Lamptrimmer 
Shoemaker 
A t  t e n d a n t  
A t t e n d a n t  
Can teen  
A s s i s t a n t  
S e r g t s  Cook 
C l e r k  
T a i l o r  
C a r p e n t e r  
Genera l  d u t y  
General  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
C a r e t a k e r  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
P i o n e e r  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  
G e n e r a l  d u t y  

8.3 .94  
1 7 . 9 . 9 8  
17 .9 .98  
10  - 1 1 . 9 8  
8.3.94 
7 . 2 . 9 9  
17 .9 .98  
8.3.94 
8 .3 .94  
20 .5 .97  

2 6 . 3 . 9 9  

813 .94  
1 .10 .95  
1 7 . 9 . 9 8  
8 . 3 . 9 4  
8.3.94 
1 0 . 6  - 9 7  
1 1 . 1 1 . 9 7  
2 3 . 1 2 . 9 7  
2 6 . 1 1 . 9 8  
8 .3 .94  
17 .9  . 9 8  

8 .9 .96  

8.3.94 
17 .9 .98  
23.10.95 
8.3.94 

1 .12 .98  
8.3.94 
3 . 1 2 . 9 5  
8.3.94 
8.3.94 
23 .12 .97  
1 0 . 1 1 . 9 8  
1 0 . 1 1 . 9 8  
17'.9 . 98  
1 0 . 1 1 . 9 8  
1 3 . 6 . 9 8  
8.3.94 
18 .7 .99  
1 8 . 7  - 9 9  

8..3.94 

F o r t  Macaulay 

A r m t  O f f i c e  

Maj T r o t t e r  
t o  O.C .R .E .  

F o r t  Macaulay 
F o r t  Rodd H i l l  

t o  O.C. 
t o  L t . - C o l  Peters 

t o  Capt Barnes  
Surgeon  a s t n  

F o r t  Rodd H i l l  



Majors 

Capta ins  

co lo r- Se rgean t s  

Se rgean t s  

c o r p o r a l s  

Bombardiers 

Bug le r s  

Gunners 

T o t a l  

women 

c h i l d r e n  

ABSTRACT 

T o t a l  

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

1 

56  

7 1  

1 2  

28 

Es t abl i shmen t 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

59 

75 

. .  

, 12  

28 

1 Surgeon R.N.  f o r  du ty  w i th  R.M.A. D e t .  

(Surgeon A . S . G .  B e l l  R.N.) 

( s igned:  W .F. T r o t t e r )  
Major R.M.A. 
Commanding Detachment 



L i s t  of Married men s e r v i  g a t  Esquimal t  RMA Submarine Mining 
Detachment 1 4  March 1 8 9 4 .  B 

Rank Name No. Ch i ld ren  Remarks 

N.G.  Sparrow 

C.A.  Kel ly  
Gibson 

J .  Ell ingham 

H. Duck 
F. Whitehead 
S . J .  Bourner 

G . W .  Peach 

D .  Ke l ly  

1 
L 

1 

1 

w i f e  expec ted  t o  be  
con f ined  d a i l y  

L 

NIL . .  
1 
1 

NIL w i f e  expec ted  t o  be  
con f ined  d a i l y  

go o u t .  
2 w i f e  d i d  n o t  wish t o  

CNote. Th i s  l i s t  was compiled a t  t h e  RMA Bar racks  Portsmouth.  
Fami l ies  had n o t  y e t  j o i n e d  t h e  Detachment a t  Esqui- 
m a l t .  I t  i s  known t h a t  t h e  w i f e  and f o u r  c h i l d r e n  of 
Gnr R.H.  Nunn t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i e s  who came o u t  
t o  Esquimalt  i n  1895.  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Nunn 
fami ly  w a s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  Peach family  l i s t e d  
above3  



Appendix C 

Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment Esquimal t .  Reports  o n  
cross-Canada r a i l  journey ,  1 8 9 4 ,  and on Esquimal t  a s  a 

m i l i t a r y  s t a t i o n ,  1 8 9 6 .  

Report  of  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  journey by r a i l  from H a l i f a x  to Van- 

cover  B .C .  made by Detach t  RMA commanded by Major G.A.L. Raw- 

s t o r n e  RMA commencing 20 th  March 1894. 1 

Date 

20.3.94 

21.3.94 

22.3.94 

23.3.94 

24.3.94 

25.3.94 

D e t a i l s  

Depar ture  from H a l i f a x  I p.m. by 
I n t e r - c o l o n i a l  Railway, t hus  avoid-  
i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  
of Maine. Guard c o n s i s t i n g  of 1 
N.C.O. and 2 gunners pos ted  i n  4 
hour watches .  This  arrangment w a s  
c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  journey .  

Arr ived  a t  Campbellton 8 a . m .  Men 
b r e a k f a s t e d  i n  h o t e l .  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  
men and cars a t  1 0  a . m .  Ar r ived  a t  
Quebec 5:30 p.m. Departure from Que- 
bec 10:30 p.m. 

Arr ived  a t  Montreal  6:30 p.m. P a r-  
aded Detach t  i n  M.O. a t  10:15 a . m .  
fo l lowed by march t h r o .  t h e  c i t y .  
Detch t  p r e s e n t  a t  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  
C e n t r a l  FiYe s t a t i o n .  Depar ture  
from Montreal  4:50 p . m .  

Sudbury 11:15 a . m .  Detachment pa- 
raded  on  p l a t f o r m  and marched up li 
down a t  t h e  double and quick t i m e .  
Cars a i r e d .  

S c h r e i b e r  9:15. S t rong  wind blow- 
i n g ,  too c o l d  f o r  t h e  men t o  l e a v e  
t h e  cars,  t hey  having no p r o t e c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  e a r s .  I n s p e c t i o n  of men 
1 0  a.m. For t  W i l l i a m  6 p.m. Detacht  
paraded  on p l a t f o r m  and went f o r  
s h o r t  march. N o  wind. Cars a i r e d  

A r r i v e d  a t  Hawk Lake 8 . a .m .  In-  
s p e c t i o n  1 0  a.m. 
Winnipeg 4 p.m. Detachment headed 
by band of Royal Canadian Dragoons 
marched t h r o .  town. C a r s  c l eaned  
and a i r e d .  

Temperature 

MODERATE 

ABOVE FREEZING 
POINT 

MODERATE 

10 DEGREES 
BELOW ZERO 

10 DEGREES 
BELOW ZERO 

1 0  DEGREES 
BELOW ZERO 

i 
' . . . . , ,  :,;;, - ../. 



26.3.94 I n s p e c t i o n  10  a.m. Moosejaw 1 0 : 4 0  a.m. P. ROVE 
S h o r t  march h a l f  an hour .  Cars a i r e d .  FREEZING 

27.3.94 I n s p e c t i o n  1 0  a.m. ABOVE 
Canmore 1 2  noon, s h o r t  march and c a r s  FREE Z I N G  
a i r e d .  
F i e l d  3:20 paraded on p l a t f o r m ,  c a r s  
a i r e d .  

2 8 . 3 . 9 4  North bend 1 p.m. paraded on p l a t f o r m  ABOVE 
c a r s  a i r e d .  FREE2 I NG 
Vancouver 6 p.m. Embarked on Canadian POINT 
P a c i f i c  Navingation Company steamer,.. 

29 .3 .94  Victor ia ,  B . C .  1. a.m. 

Sugges t ions  

I .  During w i n t e r  s ea son ,  a d v i s a b l e  t h a t  t r o o p s  should  be 
s u p p l i e d  w i t h  warm cover ing f o r  head and e a r s ,  t h e  h e l -  
m e t  n o t  be ing  of much p r o t e c t i o n  a l t h o .  improved by 
s t o p p i n g  v e n t i l a t i o n  by means of handkerch ie f  s t u f f e d  
i n t o  top. The sudden change from warm cars t o  o u t s i d e  
cold i s  ve ry  g r e a t  e s p e c i a l l y  when there i s  any wind. 

11. Before  l e a v i n g  t h e  s h i p ,  t h e  v a l i s e s  w e r e  packed with:-  
1 s e r g e  t u n i c .  " s o l d i e r i n g "  and " c l ean ing"  g e a r  books, 
tobacco etc.  p i p e c l a y  boxes be ing  d i v i d e d  between eve ry  
3 or 4 men. I found t h i s  arrangement e x c e l l e n t ,  a s  no 
o t h e r  change of c l o t h i n g  was r e q u i r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  jour-  
ney by r a i l ,  and b a g s  could  n o t  be g o t  a t .  _. 

111. Cr ibbage ,  backgammon, d raught  boa rds ,  men and p l ay ing  
c a r d s  f o r  c r i b b a g e s  a r e  most necessary  i n  my op in ion .  
These w e  had i n  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers p rov ided  by t h i s  
Detch t .  

(Signed) G.A.L.  Rawstorne 
Major R.M.A.  



Report  on  Esquimal t  a s  a g a r r i s o n  s t a t i o n  by L i e u t e n a n t  Colo- . 

n e l  G . A . L .  Rawstorne RMA a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  England i n  1 8 9 7  

a f t e r  handing  ove r  command. 2 

ESQU I MALT 

D e s e r t i o n  American t e r r i t o r y  be ing  so c l o s e  

and communications f r e q u e n t ,  de se r-  

t i o n  is an  easy  m a t t e r .  During t h e  

3 y e a r s  of my Command, w e  had 6 de- 

s e r t i o n s ,  s e v e r a l  caused by men g e t -  

t i n g  i n t o  money d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The 

tradesmen are  o r  were very  ready t o  
l e t  t h e  men g e t  i n t o  d e b t ,  a l t h o  I 
" c r i e d  down credi t"  o n  a r r i v a l .  The 

Chinese gambling dens  are a cause  
of t r o u b l e .  I l e f t  b e f o r e  t h e  Klon- 

dyke r u s h .  

Sports and 
R e c r e a t i o n  (a) For O f f i c e r s  and Plen 

C r i c k e t  and F o o t b a l l  Work P o i n t  Bar- 

racks h a s  a ve ry  f a i r  c r i c k e t  p i t c h  
l a i d  and d r a i n e d  by my peop le .  

Golf United S e r v i c e  Links  __ 
V i c t o r a  G o l f  Club- Off icers  o n l y .  

Salmon F i s h i n g  o p p o s i t e  t h e  Barracks  

( t r a w l i n g )  

(b )  For O f f i c e r s  

Many Lawn Tennis P a r t i e s  
du r ing  season  
V i c t o r i a  C r i c k e t  & F o o t b a l l  Clubs 



S p o r t s  & Recrea t ion  
Continued 

Cl imate  __- 

Accommodation f o r  
Married N.C.O.'s 
and Men 

Drink 

T r o u t  F i s h i n g  some way up t h e  

country  by r a i l  on t h e  Cowichan 

River  and Lake. A c e r t a i n  a- 
mount of s h o o t i n g  Pheasan t ,  Blue 

Willow and Grouse Wild Duck. Big 

game s h o o t i n g  e n t a l i n g  some con- 

s i d e r a b l e  expense & of course  

roughing i t  . . . .  

B e a u t i f u l ,  no r a i n  from June t o  

October, ve ry  o c c a s i o n a l  t h u n d e r  

s to rms .  Heavy r a i n s  and snow i n  

w i n t e r .  Temperature throughout 
the y e a r  much t h e  same a s  South 

of England. Men and O f f i c e r s  re- 
q u i r e  w e l l  g r e a s e d  Well ington 

hoo t s  f o r  snow work and w e t ,  

worn ove r  t r o u s e r s .  

About 8 q u a r t e r s  - r a t h e r  cramped 

i n  Work p o i n t  Ba r r acks .  A c e r t a i n  

amount of  accommodation c l o s e  t o  

t h e  Barracks  can be ob ta ined .  V i c -  

t o r i a  i s  abou t  2 m i l e s  from Bks. 

The s p i r i t s  s o l d  a t  the b a r s  f r e-  

quented by t h e  humbler c l a s s e s  

a r e  poison.  A f t e r  c a r e f u l  consider-  

a t i o n  I al lowed s p i r i t s  t o  be  s o l d  

i n  t h e  Canteen - under s t r i c t  reg- 
u l a t i o n  as t o  q u a n t i t y  - ob ta ined  

f r o m  t h e  b e s t  f i rms  i n  t h e  p l ace  
and found t h e  r e s u l t  eminently 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  B e e r  good and 

cheap.  



A po lo  club was s t a r t e d  wh i l e  ' 

1 was s e r v i n g  i n  Vancouver Is- 

land ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it re- 
mained long  i n  e x i s t a n c e .  There 

i s  no l a c k  of amusement f o r  O f-  

f i c e r s  or  Men. The Go l f  Club i s  
i n  t h e  hands of t h e  O f f i c e r s ,  

t h e  ground be ing  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

of t h e  Hudson's Bay Company 

whose employees were a l l  i n v i t -  

ed t o  become Hon. Members wi th-  

o u t  Fees .  

G.A.L.  Rawstorne 
L t .  COl. R.M.A.  - 



Appendix D 

Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment Esquimal t .  B r i e f  b io-  
g r a p h i e s  of  o f f i c e r s  and s e l e c t e d  o t h e r  r a n k s .  

O f f i c e r s  

Ba rnes ,  George Edward. 

Born  1865,  Edinburgh, Sco t land .  P a r e n t s  General  and Mrs. George 

R .  Barnes ,  MD. Three sisters and a b r o t h e r . .  Educated a t  Chel t -  

ham Co l l ege -and  t h e  Royal Naval Col lege ,  Greenwich. Jo ined  RMA 

as Second L i e u t e n a n t  1 September 1883. Served i n  HMS Agincourt ,  

1887-1889, and H M S  Audacious, 1891- 1892  w i t h  Channel F lee t .  

T r a i n e d  i n  submarine mining.  To Esquimal t  w i t h  FNA advance par-  

t y  o f  submarine m i n e r s  August 1893. Capta in  1 September 1894. 

Re turned  t o  England wi th  RMA Detachment September 1899. Served 

i n  South A f r i c a  du r ing  Boer War 1899-1902, a t  Modder R ive r ,  K i m -  

b e r l e y ,  Vryberg, and relief of Mafeking. Queens medal w i th  t h r e e  

c lasps ,  Kings medal w i th  two c l a s p s .  Seconded as a d j u t a n t  , For- 

f a r  and Kincard ine  A r t i l l e r y  M i l i t i a ,  May 1902-1905. R e t i r e d  a t  
own r e q u e s t  a s  Major 1 September 1 9 0 6 ,  t o  l i v e  a t  Westholme and 

t h e n  C r o f t o n ,  Vancouver I s l a n d .  Returned t o  ac t ive  du ty  Febru- 

a r y  1915.  I n s t r u c t o r  Land s e r v i c e  gunnery RMA, France,  1 9 1 6 .  
Commanded Howitzer Br igades  Depot and RMA R e c r u i t s  Depot, E a s t -  

ney Ba r racks  , Plymouth. Mentioned i n  despa t ches ,  C.B.E.  ( M i l -  

i t a r y  D i v i s i o n )  , 1 9 1 9 .  Lieutenant- Colonel ,  1 9 1 9 .  R e t i r e d  t o  

C r o f t o n ,  Vancouver I s l a n d .  Died a t  h i s  home a t  Sherard  P o i n t ,  

C r o f t o n  3 November 1928. Buried A l l  S a i n t s  Church graveyard ,  

Chemainus River .  Lieutenant- General  Poole and f i v e  former o t h e r  

r a n k s  who s e r v e d  wi th  him a t  Work P o i n t  Bar racks ,  Esquimal t  

a t t e n d e d  t h e  f u n e r a l .  General  P o o l e ' s  grave i s  nex t  t o  t h a t  o f  

Colone l  Barnes.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Barnes w a s  su rv ived  by h i s  

w i f e  t h e  former M i s s  F lo rence  A n r l i e  Barkley,  who d i e d  i n  1 9 2 9  
and w a s  b u r i e d  i n  A l l  S a i n t s  Church graveyard ,  a son ,  L i e u t -  

enan t  Commander George Barkley F. Barnes R.C.N. ,  and t h r e e  sis- 
ters and a b r o t h e r  i n  England. Commander Barnes p re sen ted  h i s  

f a t h e r ' s  uniform m e s s  j a c k e t ,  v e s t  and t r o u s e r s  t o  F o r t  Rodd 

H i l l  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  Park i n  1 9 7 4 .  A photograph e x i s t s  of  

L i e u t e n a n t  G.E. Barnes wearing t h e  uniform. 



B e l l  A r t h u r  Sydney Gordon 

Commissioned as Surgeon  RN,  November 1892.  Appo in ted  t o  IIMS 

Imperieuse,  f l a g s h i p  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n  f o r  d u t y  a t  E s q u i m a l t  

B a r r a c k s  fo r  service w i t h  d e t a c h m e n t s  o f  RMA and RE,  December 
1894-99. S t a f f  S u r g e o n ,  November 1900.  Appo in ted  t o  HMS 

Cambridge a t  Devonpor t ,  1904,  and  HMS I p h i g e n i a ,  May 1907.  

F l e e t  Surgeon  and  r e t i r e d  November 1908.  Re jo ined  1 9 1 4  t o  
serve i n  HMS V i c t o r y  a t  Por t smouth  dockyard .  p e t i r e d  f i n a l l y  

i n  1916.  

P o o l e ,  Gerald Robert 

Born  1 7  J a n u a r y  1868.  Jo ined  t h e  Royal  Mar ine  A r t i l l e r y  as  
Second L i e u t e n a n t  1 Sep tember  1885.  A s  a s u b a l t e r n ,  s e r v e d  

i n  HM s h i p s  B l a c k  P r i n c e ,  Audac ious ,  R a m i l l i e s  and I m p e r i e u s e .  

S e r v e d  w i t h  RMA Detachment E s q u i m a l t  1895-1899. Promoted Cap-  

t a i n  1 9  J u n e  1896 .  Obtained S p e c i a l  C e r t i f i c a t e  a t  A r t i l l e r y  

College course. S e r v e d  i n  H .M.S. Irresist ible.  Breve t  Major 
1906 .  Seconded t o  Royal  Canadian  Garr ison A r t i l l e r y ,  Quebec, 
1906-1912. Promoted  Major 1 J u l y  1908.  S e r v e d  i n  HMS 

I n f l e x i b l e  i n  M e d i t t e r a n e a n ,  1912-1914. B r e v e t  L i e u t e n a n t -  
C o l o n e l  1913.  Commanded RMA H o w i t z e r  Brigade i n  F r a n c e ,  1915- 
1919. L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  9 F e b r u a r y  1916 .  Awarded t h e  C .B . ,  

C.M.G. and  D.S.O., and w a s  t h r e e  t i m e s  men t ioned  i n  d e s p a t c h e s .  

Co lone l  Commandant RMA 3 October 1 9 2 1  - 11 September 1 9 2 2 .  

Promoted M a  jor-mneral . M a r r i e d  G e r t r u d e  K a t h e r i n e  Dunne, 

3 Sep tember  1924 .  

11 December 1925,  t o  l i v e  a t  Crof ton,  Vancouver I s l a n d .  Died 

20 October 1937.  B u r i e d  i n  A l l  S a i n t s  Church g r a v e y a r d ,  Che- 

mainus  R i v e r ,  n e x t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t- C o l o n e l  B a r n e s .  

R e t i r e d  w i t h  rank  o f  L i e u t e n a n t- G e n e r a l ,  

Rawstorne, George A l b e r t  Lawrence 

Born 15 J u l y  1849.  Commissioned L ieu tenan t  R.M.A. 2 4  June  

1868.  A s s i s t a n t  t o  P r o f e s s o r  of F o r t i f i c a t i o n  a t  R.N.  C o l -  

l e g e  1877-1878. C a p t a i n  2 1  J u l y  1879 ,  S e r v e d  i n  RMA B a t -  



t a l i o n  i n  E g y p t i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  1882 - A c t i o n s  a t  E l  Magfar ,  

Te l- e l- Mahuta ,  b o t h  a c t i o n s  a t  Kassassin,  b a t t l e  of T e l -  

el-Kebir,  m e n t i o n e d  i n  d e s p a t c h e s  London G a z e t t e  1 9  Sep-  

tember 1 8 8 2 ,  medal  w i t h  clasp, b r o n z e  s t a r .  Gunnery I n s t r u c -  
tor  RMA 8 J a n u a r y  1887-5 August  1891 .  Major 22  J u n e  1887.  

Commanded RMA Detachment Esqu ima l t  1894-1897. B r e v e t  L i e u-  

t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  22  J u n e  1894.  L i e u t e n a n t- C o l o n e l  1 2  J u n e  

1 8 9 7 .  R e t i r e d  2 1  O c t o b e r  1898. 

T e m p l e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  Napier 

Born  6 Augus t  1865 .  F o u r t h  s o n  of James George J o h n  Templer ,  

E s q  - , J .P . , of L i n d r i d g e ,  Teignmouth,  Devon. Commiss-  

i o n e d  as L i e u t e n a n t  RMA 1 September 1883.  S e r v e d  i n  HMS 

Shannon o n  coast  of I r e l a n d  August  1887- Ju ly  1889.  T r a i n e d  

i n  s u b m a r i n e  m i n i n g  a t  Chatham and P o r t s m o u t h .  Commanded ad- 

v a n c e  p a r t y  of submar ine  m i n e r s  of Rh24 Detachment  f o r  Esqu i -  

m a l t  1 8 9 3 .  C a p t a i n  1 September  1894.  Twelve months s i c k  
leave b e g i n n i n g  October 1895,  and went o u t  t o  South A f r i c a  

v i a  Sydney ,  A u s t r a l i a  for t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  climate t h e r e ,  b u t  

d i e d  a t  B l o e m f o n t e i n  on  8 Februa ry  1896 of p h y t h i s i s  ( t u b e r -  

c u l o s i s )  f i r s t  d i a g n o s e d  a t  E s q u i m a l t .  

T r o t t e r ,  Warren  F r a n c i s  

Born  1858.  Commissioned 1 September 1876 .  S e r v e d  i n  bom- 

b a r d m e n t  of A l e x a n d r i a ,  Egyp t ,  J u l y  1882,  and  E g y p t i a n  cam- 
paign. Awarded medal  and  clasp and  K h e d i v e ’ s  b r o n z e  s t a r .  

C a p t a i n  5 A p r i l  1886.  Major 1 May 1895.  Commanded RMA De-  

t a c h m e n t  E s q u i m a l t  1897-1899. Honorary L i e u t e n a n t- C o l o n e l ,  
1899, as  Barrack Master E a s t n e y  B a r r a c k s ,  Por t smouth .  Col- 

onel  1 6  October 1909.  Ret i red  1 8  O c t o b e r  1912.  D i e d  J u n e  
19 17 .  Bur ied  Windermere,  England.  

Other  r a n k s  

The fo l lowing m a r i n e s  of t h e  de tachment  are known t o  have  
graves i n  B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  h a v i n g  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  

a t  E s q u i m a l t  o r  a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  
their service i n  E s q u i m a l t .  



Boyce A.C .  ( R e g i m e n t a l  No. 4 1 1 9 )  

Born 20 October 1874 a t  P o r t s m o u t h ,  England.  A r r i v e d  a t  E s -  

q u i m a l t  w i t h  ma in  body of de tachment  1894 .  P r o b a b l y  p u r c h a s e d  

d i s c h a r g e  t h e r e .  S e r v e d  i n  B o e r  War. M a r r i e d  Miss J o h n s t o n  

a t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church,  Victoria,  B.C.  1904.  Two d a u g h t e r s ;  

i n  August  1981 ,  M r s .  Audrey McCallion and M r s .  Helen E r i c k s o n  

b o t h  of V i c t o r i a ,  B . C . .  D i e d  20 October 1954.  Cremated .  

Ashes i n t e r r e d  Royal Oak Cemetery Vic to r ia ,  B.C: ,  name on 
s t o n e .  

F r y ,  J o h n  (Reg imenta l  Mo. 4762) 

Born B a y f o r d ,  S t o k e  T r i s t e r ,  (Near  Wincanton)  , S o m e r s e t ,  

Eng land ,  16 J u n e  1873.  F a t h e r  Sampson F r y ,  m o t h e r  Mary Fry 

n'ee Read. E n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Royal  Mar ines  a t  A b e r d a r e ,  South 

Wales, w h i l e  work ing  as a m i n e r ,  27 December 1892.  S e r v e d  

as  Royal  Marine A r t i l l e r y  g u n n e r  (no .  4762) a b o a r d  H M S ' s  

C e n t u r i o n  ( 1 4  F e b r u a r y  1894- 1 March 1 8 9 4 ) ,  C o l o s s u s ,  Comus, 
and t h e n  o n  t w o  vessels on t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a t i o n ;  HMS Royal  

A r t h u r  ( 7  March 1 8 9 6 ) ,  Imperieuse (1 J a n u a r y  - 1 May 1 8 9 7 ) .  

P o s t e d  t o  Royal  Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  2 May 

1897.  One good c o n d u c t  badge  w h i l e  on t h i s  d u t y .  P u r c h a s e d  

d i s c h a r g e  ( L 2 5 )  23  May 1898 i n  E s q u i m a l t .  Joined 2 Canadian 

Mounted R i f l e s  i n  Nelson 10 December 1 9 0 1  ( N o .  386) S e r v e d  

i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  Q u e e n ' s  medal  w i t h  b a r s :  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  1902,  

Transvaa l ,  Cape Colony.  D i s c h a r g e d  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  30 

June 1902 .  Joined V i c t o r i a  c i t y  police 1903. Promoted ser- 
geant  1914 .  C h i e f  C o n s t a b l e  1921-31. Died V i c t o r i a  and 

bur i ed  i n  f a m i l y  p l o t  R o s s  Bay Cemetery,  V i c t o r i a ,  7 November 

1946.  S u r v i v e d  by w i f e  Rose, 1894-1971 ,b ro the r s  E l i ,  1877- 

1964,  a b a k e r  i n  Duncan before 1 9 1 4 ,  and  F r a n k ,  1882-1915, a l l  

b u r i e d  l a t e r  i n  the  f a m i l y  g r a v e , a n d  a d a u g h t e r  M r s .  L o u i s e  
Mary Kaiser, 7 2 1  C o w p e r  S t r e e t ,  Vic tor ia .  



Hatche r ,  Frank (Regimental  N u m b e r  2 3 1 6 )  

Joned RMA 1886.  Served i n  HMS Tamar, 1 8 8 6 .  Shipmate t o  King 

George V when he  w a s  a midshipman aboard IOIS Alexandra . A r -  

r i v e d  Esquimal t  w i t h  main body of &MA Detachment 1 8 9 4 .  Base 

drummer i n  Detachment’s f i f e  and drum band. See F igure  3 .  D i s -  

charged  Esquimal t  1899. Lived i n  V ic to r i a ,  B .C .  E n l i s t e d  i n  
local  m i l i t i a ,  5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y ,  1899 .  Jan-  

i t o r  a t  C o l o n i s t  newspaper, 1 9 0 4 .  Licence i n s p e c t o r ,  Provin-  

c i a l  Government, 1908- 12 .  Served wi th  1 0  A r t i i l e r y  Brigade 

CEF, 1 9 1 5- 1 8 .  Awarded Medai l le  M i l i t a i r e  o f  France.  Rejoined 

l o c a l  m i l i t i a  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  B .C . ,  5 t h  B.C.  Regiment Canadian Gar- 

r i s o n  A r t i l l e r y ,  1 9 2 0 .  RSM of regiment  on  r e t i r e m e n t  1930. Son 

Hec to r ,  aged 8 0 ,  l i v i n g  i n  V i c t o r i a  1981. 

- 

Nunn, R.H.  (Regimental  Number 1016)  

Served  i n  Egypt du r ing  1 8 8 4- 9 0 .  Married i n  England. Wife and 

f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  Rober t  W ,  A l f r ed  H . ,  May and E l l e n ,  came o u t  
on Assyr ian  from England t o  Esquimalt w i th  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  of  

RMA Detachment i n  1895. A son ,  Robert Will iam Nunn, mar r ied  

E l i n o r  Seed.  H e  was a plumbers a p p r e n t i c e  a t  dockyard u n t i l  

1906 t h e n  wi th  B.C.  E lec t r ic  f o r  4 2  y e a r s .  H i s  son Robert i s  a 
r e s i d e n t  of V i c t o r i a  and h i s  daughter  P h y l i s s  is now deceased.  

A l f r e d  Henry Nunn, mar r i ed  E l s i e  Dunn. May Nunn marr ied  Ralph 

Leamon. E l l e n  Nunn, mar r i ed  a Corporal  o f  HMS Sparrowhawk and 

moved t o  A u s t r a l i a ;  3 daugh te r s ,  one  son.  

Came o u t  w i t h  main body of RMA Detachment i n  1 8 9 4 .  Resided lo-  
c a l l y  a f t e r  service. Night  watchman a t  d r y  dock 1 9 0 4 ,  t eamste r  

1908,  l a b o u r e r  1 9 1 2 .  

Medals,  cap badge,  wooden name stamp, bayonet  and scabbard ,  

mementos of h i s  service i n  t h e  RMA, donated t o  P a r k s  Canada by 

grandson Rober t .  

Reynolds,  Herbert (Regimental N u m b e r  1061 )  

A r r i v e d  a t  Esquimal t  wi th  main body of detachment 1894. Died 

1 8  February 1895 i n  Royal Naval H i s p i t a l ,  Esquimal t ,  age 39 



y e a r s ,  a t  e n d  of  h i s  s e r v i c e  - due  t o  r e t u r n  t o  England on pen- 

s i o n  Sep tember  1 8 9 5 .  B u r i e d  20 F e b r u a r y  1895 i n  Royal  Naval 

Cemetery E s q u i m a l t ,  now Vete rans  c e m e t e r y ,  N o  g r a v e  m a r k e r .  

S t a l l a r d ,  Harry  C .  (Reg imen ta l  N o .  2016) 

Born  1862.  Jo ined RMA Detachment E s q u i m a l t  17  September 1898.  

R e t i r e d  t o  V i c t o r i a ,  B.C. Worked i n  the dockyard  E s q u i m a l t  
i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  Unmarried.  B u r i e d  10  May 1 9 3 5 ,  V e t e r a n s  Cem- 

e t e r y ,  E s q u i m a l t  . 
Wolfe ,  George Henry (Reg imen ta l  N o .  2578) 

J o i n e d  RMA Detachment ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  6 November 1897.  S e r g e a n t  

C l e r k  t o  O f f i c e r  Commanding Detachment ,  Ac t ing  Quar termaster  
and  B a r r a c k  S e r g e a n t ,  1899.  R e t i r e d  as Se rgean t- Major  t o  V i c -  

t o r i a ,  B.C.  S t e w a r d  of t h e  Union C lub ,  V ic to r i a ,  B . C . ,  1904- 12,  

Lived i n  Duncan, B .C .  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  



Appendix E 

Breakdown by t r a d e s  of Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Submarine Miners 

a t  Esquimal t  and i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e n g t h  recommended 5 A p r i l ,  1 8 9 6 .  
1 

0. of Submarine 
. i n e r s  a t  p r e s e n t  
e r v i n g  a t  Esqui- 
i a l t .  

: l e c t r i c i a n s -  
I . c . o . ~ ,  very  s u p e r i o r  2 

s u p e r i o r  2 
; unne r s ,  s u p e r i o r  4 

;unner ,  s u p e r i o r  5 
:ngine-Drivers-  

3lacksmith- 
:unners N I L  

c ns t rumen t  r e p a i r e r -  
;unner,  s u p e r i o r  1 

N.c.o., s u p e r i o r  1 
;ub-Miners- 

1 Sunner 
Zunners ,  o r d i n a r y  N I L  

storemen- 
N.C.O. Clerk  
Gunner 

NIL  

Deck-hands- 
Gunners 

Coxswains- 
N.C.O. s u p e r i o r  N I L  
Gunner 

N I L  

I t  

S t o k e r s  - 
Gunners NIL 

Should  a d d i t o n a l  Search  
L i g h t  be approved- 
E l e c t r i c i a n s  N I L  
Engine - d r i v e r s  __ 

1 6  TOTALS 

t imated  r equ i r ed .  , 

rength  of Subma-’ 
ne ? l in ing  De-. 
chment. 

2 

19 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 

20 

1 

3 

1 
1 

2 

3 
I 

65 

N o  O f  Submarine 
Miners t h a t  w i l l  
be  r e q u i r e d  i n  
a d d i t i o n .  

N I L  

1 5  

N I L  

1 

N I L  

N I L  

20 

1 
I 

3 

i 
1 

4 9  



Appendix F 

L i s t  of  Royal A r t i l l e r y ,  Royal E n g i n e e r ,  Royal Army Medical 
Corps and A r m y  Ordnance Corps pe r sonne l  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Work 
P o i n t  B a r r a c k s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  May 1893 - September 1899. 1 

Royal A r t i l l e r y  

2nd C l a s s  Master Gunner 
(Warrant  O f f i c e r )  A . H .  W i l d  
S e r g e a n t  A r m a m e n t  A r t i f i c e r  
Watson 
Gunner E .  H o l m e s  

Royal E n g i n e e r s  

Major H . H .  Muirhead 

Major A .  G r a n t  
L i e u t e n a n t  H .W. Gordon 
L i e u t e n a n t  G.C.E.  E l l i o t t  
Super  i n t e n d i n g  C l e r k  
T.H.  Tennen t  
S e r g e a n t  Major J .  McArthur 
Foreman o f  Works 

Quartermaster S e r g e a n t  
G .  Reeve 
R .  J e n k i n s o n  
A s s i s t a n t  C l e r k  W .  Prevost  
Draftsman A . J .  Dresser 
S e r g e a n t  F. Gues t  
C o r p o r a l  T . J .  Gabriel 
Lance Corporal D .  S t e w a r t  
Lance C o r p o r a l  W, P h i l l i p s  
Corporal Green 
Corporal Baker 

29 Apr i l .  1896- 

29 A p r i l  1896- 

p r e s e n t  1899- 

3 September 1893-1 September 

1 September 1898- 
1 May 1894 - 1 November 1897 
1 November 1897- 

p r e s e n t  1896- 
9 A p r i l  1895-9 f l a rch  1899 and 
t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  a s  Pens ione r  
Foreman of Works. 

1898 

29 August  1893- 
1 May 1894- 
p r e s e n t  189 8- 
p r e s e n t  1898- 
P r e s e n t  1898- 
present 1898- 
9 March 1899- 
p r e s e n t  1898- 
present  August  1899- 
p r e s e n t  August 1899- 

Detachment of 1 8  F o r t r e s s  Company Royal E n g i n e e r s .  

1 May 1894-One o f f i c e r ,  20 o t h e r  r a n k s  
1 November 1898-Two o f f i c e r s ,  t w o  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  2 1  S a p p e r s .  
1 J a n u a r y  1900-One o f f i c e r ,  3 1  o t h e r  r a n k s  i n c l u d i n g  7 submar- 
ince  miners who a r r i v e d  i n  September  1899. 



Note:  t h e s e  totals i nc luded  many of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  named 
above.  

Army Ordnance Corps 

Armament Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Se rgean t  W.A. H i q g i t t  p r e s e n t  1899- 

Royal Army Medical Corps  

Corpora l  Chapman (compounder) p r e s e n t  1 8 9 9 -  
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Appendix I 

1 Gun Data ,  Mounted Coast  A r t i l l e r y ,  Esquimal t ,  1 8 9 9 .  

Rodd H i l l  

Upper B a t t e r y  

Ordnance 
Groups and No. 
Nature  
Weight 
Mark 
Reg. No. 
Range i n  y a r d s  

c a r r i a g e  
Nature 
Mark 
R e g .  N o .  
Max. QE. elev 
Max QE Depress ion 
E l e c t r i c  f i r i n g  gea r  
T r a v e r s e  
Zero o f  a r c  
A r c  r e a d i n g  a t  
extreme l i n e s  
o f  f i r e  

Macaulay P o i n t  

Ordnance 
Group and N o .  
Na ture  
Weight 
Mark 
R e g .  No. 
Range i n  y a r d s  

B a t t e r y  

c a r r i a g e  
Nature 
Mark 
Reg. No.! 
Max QE e l ev  
Max QE d e p r e s s i o n  
E l e c t r i c  f i r i n g  g e a r  
Traverse 
Zero a r c  
A r k  r e a d i n g  a t  
e x t r e m e t  l i n e s  of 
f i r e  

Lower B a t t e r y  Lower B a t t e r y  

A/1 B / 1  B /2  
6- inch BL 6- inch BL 6- inch BL 
5 t o n s  5 t o n s  5 t o n s  
v1 V I  V I  
84 1 8 4 2  844 
5 7 5- 1 0 , 0 0 0  3 0 0- 1 0 , 0 0 0  300- 10 ,000  

Disappear ing Disappear ing Disappearing 
I V  I V  I V  
A 7 9 1  A792 A796 
2 0 0  2 0 0  200  
50 50 5O 
Y e s  Y e s  Y e s  
0-360° 0-360° 0-360' 
t r u e  n o r t h  t r u e  n o r t h  t r u e  no r th  

150°-242' 148O-23Oo 134O-22lo  

A/ 1 B / 1  F/1 
6- inch BL 6- inch BL 6- inch BL 
5 t o n s  5 t o n s  5 t ons  
VI- 1892 V I  - 189  2 VI- 189 2 
84 3 846 8 4 5  
4 0 0- 1 0 , 0 0 0  4 0 0- 1 0 , 0 0 0  400- 10 ,000  

Disappear ing Disappear ing Disappearing 
IV- 1890 IV- 1890 IV-1890 
7 9 3  7 9 5  7 8 8  
2 0 0  20° 2 0 0  
5 O  50 50 
Y e s  Y e s  Y e s  

t r u e  n o r t h  t r u e  n o r t h  t r u e  n o r t h  
0-360° 0-360° 0-3600 

63-206O 59-243O 131-255O 
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Glossary  

ARMY ACT.  

BATTALION 

BATTERY 

BOMBARDIER 

B R I G A D E  

COMPANY 

CORPS 

DEPRESSION RANGE FINDER 

D I S A P P E A R I N G  GUN/CARRIAGE 

ELECTRIC LIGHT 

E N G I N E  ROOM 

FIELD GUNS 

FIXED ELECTRIC L I G H T  

The l e g a l  s t a t u t e  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Army. 

A m i l i t a r y  format ion c o n s i s t i n g  of 
a number o f  companies. 

A grouping o f  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s .  A 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s .  
An a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  i n  t h e  army equi-  
v a l e n t  to a company. An a r t i l l e r y  
u n i t  complete w i t h  guns,  equipment, 
ammunition personne l  and t r a n s p o r t .  

Rank above gunner ,  denoted i n  t h i s  
pe r iod  by one chevron.  

A m i l i t a r y  format ion c o n s i s t i n g  of a 
v a r i a b l e  number of u n i t s .  

A body of s o l d i e r s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a 
u n i t  of i n f a n t r y .  A u n i t  o f  a r t i l -  
l e r y .  

An organized  format ion o f  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  

A m i l i t a r y  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  c a l c u l a t -  
i n g  t h e  range  o f  a t a r g e t  us ing  
t h e  ang le  o f  dep re s s ion  between t h e  
i n s t rumen t  and t h e :  t a r g e t .  S p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  f o r  u s e  w i t h  coast a r t i l l e r y .  

A type  of a r t i l l e r y  c a r r i a g e  which 
r a i s e s  t h e  b a r r e l  above a papae t  
f o r  f i r i n g  and a l lows  t h e  b a r r e l  t o  
be lowered below t h e  p a r a p e t  f o r  
load ing .  

Ear ly  name f o r  s e a r c h l i g h t .  Some- 
t i m e s  DEFENCE ELECTRIC LIGHT. 

Accommodation f o r  engine ( s )  supply-  
i n g  e l e c t r i c i t y  t o  ELECTRIC LIGHTS.  

A r t i l l e r y  w i t h  c a r r i a g e s  designed 
t o  be  used w i t h  f i e l d  f o r c e s  where 
mob i l i t y  i s  impor tan t .  

An ELECTRIC LIGHT se t  i n  one d i r -  
e c t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  wi th  a wide beam t o  
i l l u m i n a t e  an a r e a .  



FORAGE CAP 

FORTRESS COMPANY ROYAL 
ENGINEERS 

FROCK (JACKET) 

GARRISON 

GARRISON ARTILLERY 

GROUP FIRING 

GUNNER 

HOTCHKISS GUN 

LEE-ENFIELD RIFLE 

MARTINI- HENRY RIFLE 

mxm MACHINE GUN 

MOVEABLE ELECTRIC LIGHT 

Army headdres s .  A peaked, s t i f f  s i -  
ded cap.  

A COMPANY a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t i e s  i n  a 
f o r t r e s s .  I n  a c o a s t a l  f o r t r e s s  du- 
t i e s  would i n c l u d e  maintenance of 
t h e  works and o p e r a t i o n  of p l a n t  
and ELECTRIC LIGHTS. 

A p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  of uniform jack-  
e t  w i t h  f o u r  e x t e r n a l  pa tch  pocke ts .  

Troops a s s igned  t o  man t h e  defences  
of a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  and organized  
and equipped f o r  t h a t  s p e c i € i c  t a s k .  

Permanently emplaced a r t i l l e r y .  An 
a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  i n t ended  t o  man em-  
p l aced  a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s .  

The combined f i r i n g  o f  a group of 
a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s .  

A s o l d i e r  s e r v i n g  l a r g e  c a l i b r e  
mounted f i r e a r m s  e .g .  guns,  howit- 
z e r s .  

A l i g h t  q u i c k - f i r i n g  an t i- to rpedo  
b o a t  gun us ing  a b r a s s  c a r t r i d g e  
case, f i x e d  ammunition, a s l i d i n g  
block breech  and having a r e c o i l  
s y s  t e m  . 
A b o l t  a c t i o n  magazine r i f l e .  The 
f i r s t  v e r s i o n ,  Mark I ,  appeared i n  
1895 and w a s  purchased by Canada i n  
1895-96. Weight 9% l b s .  C a l i b r e  . 3 0 3  
Sword bayone t .  Ten round magazine. 
Leaf r e a r  s i g h t  g radua ted  t o  2 , 8 0 0  
ya rds .  

A f a l l i n g  b lock ,  l e v e r  a c t i o n  r i f -  
l e .  The Mark 111 v e r s i o n  was is- 
sued t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a  m i l i t i a .  Cal- 
ibre .577/450. T r i a n g u l a r  socke t  
bayone t .  

A n  e a r l y  machine gun i n  B r i t i s h  
s e r v i c e .  

An ELECTRIC L I G H T  a b l e  t o  be t r a -  
ve r sed  over  an a r c ,  u s u a l l y  having 
a narrow beam. 



OLIVER PATTERN EQUIPMENT 

QUEEN'S REGULATIONS 

R A N G I N G  

R E G  I MENT 

REPOSITORY 

SAPPER 

SKIDDING SHED 

SNI DER-ENFIELD RIFLE 

SUBMARINE M I N E  

SUBMARINE MINEFIELD 

SUBMARINE M I N E R / M I N I N G  
EN G I  NEE R 

A type  of p e r s o n a l  equipment i n -  
vented by Surgeon-Major O l i v e r  
MD, of t h e  B r i t i s h  army i n  t he  
1 8 7 0 s .  I s sued  to t h e  V i c t o r i a  m i l -  
i t i a .  

Regula t ions  f o r  t h e  conduct  of  
t h e  B r i t i s h  army. 

A n  a r t i l l e r y  procedure  of a d j u s t -  
ing  f i r e  on to  a t a r g e t .  

A m i l i t a r y  u n i t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a 
number of COMPANIES, sometimes 
organized  i n  BATTALIONS. 

The dismount ing,  s h i f t i n g  and 
mounting of emplaced ordnance.  

A s o l d i e r  t r a i n e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  
eng inee r ing .  A Royal Engineer ,  
a s o l d i e r  of t h e  B r i t i s h  army 
e n g i n e e r s .  

A s t o r a g e  p l a c e  f o r  heavy timbers 
and equiFment used i n  REPOSITORY 
work. 

A breech  load ing  r i f l e .  C a l i b r e  
.517. T r i a n g u l a r  bayonet  on long 
ve r s ion ,  sword bayonet  on s h o r t  
ve r s ion .  

A moored underwater  e x p l o s i v e  
charge designed t o  explode when 
s t r u c k  by a s h i p s  h u l l  ( c o n t a c t  
mine) o r  t o  be f i r e d  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
from a shore  s t a t i o n .  

A p a t t e r n  o f  SUBMARINE MINES. 

A s o l d i e r  t r a i n e d  i n  the use of 
SUBMARINE MINES. 
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F i g u r e  1 Sketch  Map: Main Geographic F e a t u r e s  Vic tor ia -Esqui -  
ma l t  A r e a ,  ( D r a w n  by a u t h o r )  - 





F i g u r e  2 The Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment Esquimal t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  assembly a t  Work P o i n t  Bar racks ,  
Esquimal t  i n  1 8 9 4 .  ( P r o v i n a i a l  Archives o f  B r i t i s h  
Columbia).  The f o u r  men s e a t e d  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row 
are, from l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  Colour Se rgean t  F.F.  
P o r t e r ,  L i eu t enan t  F . N .  Templer, Lieutenant-Colon- 
e l  G.A.L. Rawstorne, L i e u t e n a n t  G.E.  Barnes .  





Figure  3 D r u m  and F i f e  Band, Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  

H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  From l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  rear 
rank:-  Gnr Spencer,  Gnr Buxton, Gnr Hatcher  
Gnr Gadsby, Gnr Edwards; f r o n t  rank:-  Bug- 
ler Boyce, Gnr Davis, Gnr  James, Cpl Harris, 
Bombardier Brennan, Bugler Rann. Dog named 
Royal. 

I Detachment, Esquimalt  C .  1 8 9 6  ( F o r t  Rodd 





F i g u r e  4 L i e u t e n a n t  G.E.  aarnes RMA, Esquimal t  1 8 9 4 .  ( F o r t  
Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  Horse named N e l l i e .  The 
s a b r e t a c h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  and i n s i g n i a  a r e :  a t  t h e  
t o p  a s c r o l l  i n s c r i b e d  " G i b r a l t a r " ,  l i o n  and 
crown below, c r o s s e d  guns  and a t  t h e  bottom a 
sc ro l l  b e a r i n g  t h e  corps  motto " P e r  Mare Per T e r -  
ram" 





F i g u r e  5 Royal  Mar ine  A r t i l l e r y  Detachment ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  
c . 1 8 9 4 .  Work P o i n t  B a r r a c k s  e n t r a n c e  g u a r d  and 
g u a r d  h o u s e .  (Fort  Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  Guard 
i n  S e r v i c e  Marching  O r d e r ,  p a t t e r n  1888 ,  S l a d e -  
Wallace e q u i p m e n t  a n d  Mar t in i- Henry  r i f l e s , p i l l  
box h a t  carr ied on b l a n k e t  roll. 
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F i g u r e  6 Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment, Esquimal t ,  
c .  1 8 9 4 .  I n t e r i o r  of h u t  accommodation, Work 
P o i n t  Bar racks .  ( F o r t  Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  





F i g u r e  7 Royal Marine A r t i l l e r y  Detachment w i t h  13-pdr 
RML guns ,  Macaulay P l a i n  1 8 9 6 .  Probably  Queen ' s  
b i r t h d a y  review. ( F o r t  Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n )  . 





F i g u r e  8 S i l v e r  l o v i n g  c u p  p r e s e n t e d  t o  Royal Marine A r t i l -  
l e r y  Detachment on l e a v i n g  Esquimal t ,  2 8  September 
1 8 9 9 .  (Fort  Rodd Hi11 C o l l e c t i o n ) .  The cup i s  14- 
i nches  t a l l ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  i t s  b a s e ,  and i s  9 inches  
across. I t  h a s  t h r e e  handles  and b e a r s  t h e  RMA 
badge w i t h  t h e  d a t e s  1893 and 1 8 9 9  t o  t h e  l e f t  and 
r i g h t .  The i n s c r i p t i o n  under t h e  badge r eads :  P r e-  
s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Royal M a r i n e  A r t i l l e r y  by t h e  D i s -  
t r i c t  O f f i c e r  Commanding and t h e  O f f i c e r s  of 5 t h  
Regiment Canadian A r t i l - l e r y  . V i c t o r i a ,  Vancouver, 
N e w  Westminster .  B r i t i s h  Columbia. September 1 8 9 9 .  
The cup is i n  t h e  s i l v e r  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  m e s s  of 
t h e  Royal Marine Commando Tra in ing  Cen t r e ,  Lymp- 
s t o n e ,  Exmouth, Devon, England. ( 1 9 8 1 )  





F i g u r e  9 5 t h  B r i t i s h  Columbia Regiment Canadian A r t i l l e r y .  
F i r s t  camp on Macaulay P l a i n ,  August 1 8 9 7 .  ( F o r t  
Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  





F i g u r e  10  M i l i t i a  L i n e a g e  C h a r t .  1 8 6 4- 1 8 9 9 .  ( D r a w n  by a u t h o r ) .  





Figure  11 Ordnance, BL,  6- inch,  Mark V I  on C a r r i a g e  G a r -  
r i s o n  Disappear ing BL, 6- inch,  Mark I V .  B 1  gun 
L o w e r  B a t t e r y ,  F o r t  Rodd H i l l . ( F o r t  Rodd H i l l  
C o l l e c t i o n )  . 





Figure  12 Royal C a r r i a g e  Department s p e c i f i c a t i o n  drawing 
of 13-pdr gun of t h e  t y p e  i s s u e d  f o r  landward 
defence of Vic tor ia- Esquimal t .  (Royal A r t i l l e r y  
I n s t i t u t i o n  L i b r a r y ,  London, England) .  
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Figure  13 Royal C a r r i a g e  Department s p e c i f i c a t i o n  drawing 
o f  Maxim machine gun on a f i e l d  c a r r i a g e  of t h e  
t y p e  i s s u e d  f o r  landward defence  o f  V i c t o r i a-  
Esquimal t .  (Royal A r t i l l e r y  I n s t i t u t i o n  L ib ra ry ,  
London, England) .  
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Figure  14 Upper B a t t e r y ,  F o r t  Rodd H i l l ,  Record P l an ,  Jan-  
ua ry  1 9 0 3 .  ( P u b l i c  Record Office, England) . 
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Figure  15 Lower B a t t e r y ,  F o r t  Rodd H i l l .  Record P lan ,  Jan- 
uary  1903. (Public Record O f f i c e ,  England) .  





Figure  16  Macaulay P o i n t  B a t t e r y .  S u r f a c e  P l an ,  c . 1 9 2 9 .  
( F o r t  Rodd H i l l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  The b u i l d i n g s  
o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  d i t c h  were added a f t e r  
t h e  B r i t i s h  g a r r i s o n  p e r i o d .  The r e f e r e n c e  t o  
two.6- inch  BL Naval Guns i s  t o  an armament am- 
endment i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  Much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  work 
remains  today-1982. 
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F i g u r e  1 7  Army Ordnance and Submar ine  Mining e s t a b l i s h -  
m e n t s ,  S i g n a l  H i l l ,  E s q u i m a l t .  Record P l a n ,  
May 1905.  ( P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e ,  England.)  





Figure  18 Work P o i n t  Barracks .  S u r f a c e  P l a n  1895 ( P u b l i c  
Record O f f i c e ,  England) .  The fo l lowing  a r e  la-  
t e r  a d d i t i o n s :  Chinamen's wash h o u s e p r i v a t e  Pro- 
p e r t y ,  Proposed WC and u r i n a l  f o r  Guard, Prcspos- 
e d  b a t h  f o r  Married Q u a r t e r s ,  Proposed WC and 
u r i n a l  f o r  Se rgean t s  Mess, Proposed WC and u r i -  
n a l  f o r  O f f i c e r s  S e r v a n t s .  I t  i s  n o t  known i f  
they  w e r e  completed b e f o r e  t h e  major r e b u i l d i n g  
programme began i n  1 8 9 9 .  
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