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CANADA'S
NATIONALPARKS

OURNATION'SNATURAL TREASURE
BECAUSEOFTHE PRESSURES AND TENSIONS WHICHBEAR 
ONTHE LIVESOFSOMANY PEOPLE TODAY,THERE IS
A DEFINITE NEED FORMAN TO "GET BACK TONATURE".
A NATIONALPARK ISA SANCTUARY WHERE ALL NATURAL
FEATURESARE PRESERVED INTHEIR NATURALSTATE,
BUTITISMORETHAN JUSTTHAT.ITISAN INVIGORATING
SETTINGWHEREMAN CAN RENEWHISSPIRITAND GAIN
INSPIRATION FROMTHE BEAUTYAND SERENITY WHICH
CAN BE FOUND ONLYINTHE MIDSTOFUNSPOILED NATURE.
THE CANADIANGOVERNMENTASGUARDIANOFTHISNATURAL

TREASURE AVOWS ITSCONTINUING RESPONSIBILITY
THROUGHTHE NATIONALPARKS ACT. AN EXCERPTFROM
THISACT READS: "THEPARKSARE HEREBYDEDICATED TO
THE PEOPLE OFCANADA FORTHEIRBENEFIT, EDUCATION
AND ENJOYMENT AND SUCHPARKSSHALLBE MAINTAINED
AND MADEUSEOFSOASTOLEAVE THEM UNIMPAIRED
FORTHE ENJOYMENTOFFUTURE GENERATIONS."

PUBLISHEDUNDERTHE AUTHORITYOFTHE HONOURABLE
JEAN CHRETIEN,P.C., M.P., B.A ., LL.L., MINISTEROFINDIAN
AFFAIRSAND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT. 



THE MARTINFAMILYOITSFIRST
VISITTOA NATIONALPARK 

WELCOME
THISPARKIS PART OF
YOUR NATURAL 
HERITAGE. PLEASE 
HELP TO PRESERVE 

IT FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS 

"THIS HANDY BOOKLET WILL HELP YOU APPRECIATE THE MANY 
FORMS OF NATURE ,PRESERVED HERE FOR YOUR ENJOY-
MENT,IN THEIR UNSPOILEDNATURAL STATE." 
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RACCOON 

"BOBBY!DON'TYOUREMEMBER
WHAT THE BOOK TOLD
YOU ABOUT ANIMALS?"

A WIDEVARIETY OF ANIMALS ENJOY THE NATURALSURROUNDINGS
OF OUR NATIONALPARKS; SOME OF THESE ARE: BEAR, WOLF, ELK,

DEER,COYOTE,CARIBOU,MOUNTAIN GOAT,WOLVERINE,RACCOON, MOOSE,
MARMOT ANDMOUNTAINSHEEP. 



"CENTURIESOFEROSION HAVE
CHANGED THSHAPE OF
THESE ROCKS."

"OH,DON'TPICK 
THOSE FLOWERS!"

WILDFLOWERS ARE VERY FRAGILE . THEY 
HAVE A SHORT AND DIFFICULT LIFE, IN 
MOUNTAIN AREAS;THEY MAY NEVER GROW
AGAIN,lF PICKED. 

MOUNTAIN
HEATHER 

AVALANCHE
LILY

NATIONAL PARKS ARE PLACES WHERE NATURE SHOULD 
BE STUDIED AND APPRECIATED BUTNEVER DESTROYED 
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ATTHE END OF AN EXCITING DAY THE 
MARTIN FAMILY RETURNS TO THE MOTEL 

"HI, FOLKS!HOW DID
YOUENJOY THE 
NATIONAL PARK?"

-

"JUSTFINE, WARDEN.
WE'VE ALREADY MAD
PLANS FOR TOMORROW. " 

KES "
"WE'REGOING TO VISIT THE .LA . 

"WE'RE
GOIN6 ON AN ORGANIZED

HIKE. THE MAN IN CHAR6E OF 

IT IS CALLEDA NATURALIST."



"OUR CH/LOREN ARE SURE TO BE SAFE BECAUSE 
THEIR LEADER IS A TRAINED NATURALIST, WORKING 
FOR THIS NATIONAL PARK."

"A T ONE TIME , CHILDREN,EVERY HUMAN BEING LIVEDAMONG A N IMALS 
ANDHAD TO DEFEND HIMS ELF IN ORDE R TO STA Y ALIVE. THINGS SURE 
HAVE CHANGED! TOOA 'Y. M OST PEOPLE HAVE TO COME TO A NATIONAL 
PARK TO FIND LIFE IN ITS NATURAL FORM . ARE WE ALL READY? 
REMEMBER TO STA Y TOGETHER ON THIS HIKE. ! 'LL B E RIGflT WITH 
YOU A T ALL TIMES. "
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"YOU'LL SEE A WIDE VARIETY OF 
DUCKS ANDGEESE AROUND HERE. 
MANYBIRDS YOUSEE TODAY
WILL BEFLYINGTOOTHER
CLIMATES LATER IN THEYEAR."

"HASEVER SEEN A BEAVER FROM 
CLOSEUP?THEREARE A LOT OFTHEM 
THROUGHOUT THl.S AREA." 

''A LOTOF PEOPLERIDETHE TRAILS, 

AS WEJ.L. AS WALK THEM. "

"EVERYONEWHO PASSESTHROUGH OURNATIONAL PARKS
SHOULD LEAVETHEM NEATANDTIDY,SO THAT OTHERS
CAN ENJOY THEM AS WELL. NOW THATWEHAVEFINISHED 
()(/R LUNCH,L .ET'S MAKESf./RE THAT WE PUTALL UN-
USEFOODAND PAPER IN THE TRASH CONTAINER. "

THE PARK NATURALIST LEADS HIS YOUNG FRIENDS 
ON A HIKE IN THE PARK 

"SOMEOF THESE ROCKS
ARE MORE THANTEN
MILLION YEARSOLD."

"ARTISTSLOVETHIS AREA 
OFTHEPARK."

"WAITTILLITELLTHE KIDS
AT SCHOOL WHAT A 
MOUNTAIN 60AT REALLY 
LOOKS LIKE.·" 

r "LET'SLOOKAT SOMEOF THEOTHERPLACES 
YOU CAN VISIT WHILE YOU'RE HERE. 11 
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THIS WAS ONE OF THE PLACES THE 
\ 

CHILDREN DECIDED THEY MUST SEE 



THE MARTINS BEGIN ANOTHER DAY OF 
ADVENTURE IN THE NATIONAL PARK 

THESE DEPOSITS OF IRON OXIDE 
FL.OWING DOWN FROM THE 
MOUNTAINSIDE WERE ONCE USED 
BY INDIANS AS WAR PAINT. 
SINCE THEN ,THEY HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN THE NAME 'PAINT 
POTS".

THIEV WATCHEDA MOUNTAIN 
GUIDE ROPINGDOWN A CLIFF.

THEY ALSO SAW BUFFALO. 
ONCE NEAR EXTINCTION, 
BUFFALO ARE NOW PRE-
SERVED IN NATIONAL 
PARKS. THELARGEST 
HERD, 12000, ISAT WOOD 
BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK. 
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THEY MEET VISITORS WMO TELL THEM ABOUT 
FEATURES IN OTHER NATIONAL PARKS 

WHOOPING CRANE 
"ONLYABOUTso OFTHESE 
BIRDS EXIST TODAY. THEY
MUST BE VIGILANT-
LY PROTECTED 
AGAINST EXTINCTION.
FORTl/NATELY THEIR 
SUMMER NESTING ) 
GROUND IS IN WOOD \ 
BUFFALO NATIONAL ) 
PARK." 



THE FAMILY ALSO ENJOYS THE PLEASURES OF 
CAMPING IN THE PARK 

"GEE,MOM!!SURE MISS 
T.V., MOVIESANDA 
LOTOF OTHER THINGS
WE HAVEAT HOME"." 

"70Nl6HT WE'REGOINGTO
DOSOMETHING THAT WE 
CANNOT DOAT HOME. 
JUST WAIT ANDSEE."

"AFTERSPENDINGTHE EVENINGROASTINGMARSHMALLOWS,
THE MAKTIN FAMILY MADESURETHAT THE FIREHAD
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IT'S THE FOLLOWING MORNING - THE FAMILY 
ENDS ITS Fl RST VISIT TO A NATIONAL PARK 

"THANKS AGAIN,WARDEN,FOR ALL
YOUR HELP DURING THE PAST
FEW DAYS."

"IT'SBEEN A PLEASURE."

1

ARE Tl-IE PARKS ALWAYS THIS CROWDED?"

YES/ AT LEAST 10MILLION VISITORSCOME 
TO NATIONALPARKS EACHSUMMER.
BANFF, PRINCE EDWARDISLANDAND
POINT PELEE ARE USEDVERY HEAVILY. "

"
WHY ARE THE NATIONAL PARKS SO 

LARGE?"

WETRY TO PRESERVE ALL THE NA-
TURALFEATURESOF AREPRESENTATIVE
.AREA ANDSOMETIMES THISTAKES IN 
A LOT OF LAND."

"DOMANYPEOPLE CAUS£ FIRES ANO 
DO OTHER DAMAGE?"

"UNFORTUNATELYEIGHT OUT OF TENFOREST
FIRES ARE CAUSED BY CARELESSNESS.
HOWEVER,HERE IN THE NATIONAL PARKS 
MOST OF Of./R VISITORS ARE LIKE YOU
FOLKS ANDREALIZE THAT FLOWERS,
ANIMALS ANDOTHER INTERESTING
FEATURES ARE THE VERY SOURCEOF 
THEIR ENJOYMENTANDTHEREFORE 
MUSTBE PRESERVEDFORFUTURE
GENERATIONS. "

"O.K.WARDEN,WE'REON OURWAY. "

"COMEON BACK ro SEil: THEPARK 
IN A FEW MONTHS'TIME AN
D SHOW YOUHOW MUCH
. THERE IS TODOHERE IN 

1 

THE WINTERTIME."
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MOUNT REVELSTOKE, B.C. ALPINE MEADOWS, A GORGEOUS VIEW 
OF THE MAGNIFICENTCOLUMBIA RIVER . AREA , 100SQ. Ml. 

GLACIER, B.C. SITE OF FAMED ROGERS PASS WITH ITS AVALANCHES, 
. ILLECILLEWAET GLACIER AND THE SELKIRK MOUNTAINS. AREA, 521 

SQ.Ml. 

YOHO, B.C. CANADA'S HIGHEST WATERFALL, GLACIAL WONDER IN 
THE HEART OF THE BEAUTIFUL ROCKIES. AREA, 507 SQ. Ml. 

KOOTENAY, B.C. RADIUM HOT SPRINGS AND AN ICEBERG LAKE IN 
THIS VERY SAME PARK . AREA, 543 SQ. Ml. 

JASPER, AL TA. THE GRANDEUR OF THE COLUMBIA ICE FIELD, MALl-
GNE LAKE , MT. EDITH CAVELL, LARGE WILDERNESS AREAS. AREA, 
4200SQ. Ml. 

BANFF, ALTA. THREE MINERAL HOT SPRINGS, THREE POPULAR SKIING
AREAS, THE BEAUTY OF LAKE LOUISE , PEYTO , MORAINE AND OTHER 
LAKES. AREA, 2,564 SQ. Ml . 

WATERTON LAKES, AL TA. TOWE.RING MOUNTAINS, PICTURESQUE 
LAKES, VAST VARIETY OF FLORA AND FAUNA. AREA , 203 SQ. Ml. 

ELK ISLAND, AL TA. A PRESERVE FOR A LARGE HERD OF BUFFALO 
AS WELL AS THE HOME OF A GREAT MANY DEER , ELK AND MOOSE . 
AREA. 75 SQ. Ml. 

WOOD BUFFALO, ALTA. 12,000 BUFFALO, VAST FOREST AND PLAINS,
NESTING AREA OF THE WHOOPING CRANE . ALL THIS IN THE LARGEST 
NATIONAL PARK IN THE WORLD . AREA, 17,300SQ. Ml. 

PRINCE ALBERT, SASK. THE QUIET BEAUTY OF FORESTED LAKE AND 
RIVER AREA IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN. AREA , 1,496 SQ. Ml. 

RIDING MOUNTAIN, MAN. FORESTED PLATEAU , 2,200 FEET ABOVE 
SEA LEVEL . AREA, 1, 148 SQ. Ml. 

POINT PELEE, ONT. UNIQUE FLORA AND FAUNA, A FLYWAY FOR 
MIGRATORY BIRDS, UNUSUAL FRESHWATER MARSH. AREA, 6 SQ. Ml. 

GEORGIAN BAY ISLANDS, ONT. CAMPING. BOATING , HIKING IN 
A PARK OF 42 ISLANDS. AREA , 5.4 SQ. Ml . 

ST. LAWRENCE ISLANDS, ONT. 14 ISLANDS OF BEAUTY IN THE HEART 
OF THE ",THOUSAND ISLANDS" AREA, 260 ACRES. 

GASPE, QUEBEC. CANADA'S NEWEST NATIONAL PARK, AND THE 
FIRST IN QUEBEC, WILL BE DEVELOPED ON THE PICTURESQUE GASPE 
PENINSULA. 

fUNOY, N.B. FEATURES THE STORIED FUNDY TIDES AND THE RUGGED 
GRANDEUR OF FOREST AND CLIFFS. AREA, 80 SQ. Ml . 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, P.E.I. TEMPERATE CLIMATE , SAND DUNES, 
SALTWATER BEACHES. AREA, 7 SQ. Ml. 

CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS, N.S. IMPRESSIVE SEASCAPES FROM 
1700 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL ON THE RUGGED ATLANTIC COAST. 
AREA, 367 SQ. Ml. 

KEJIMKUJIK (PRONOUNCE KEDGE McCOO-JICK) , N.S. NUMEROUS LAKES, 
WITH COUNTLESS ISLANDS AND CONCEALED COVES. AREA, 149 SQ. Ml. 

TERRA NOVA, NFLD. BROAD FORESTLAND. LANDLOCKED BAYS ON
THE GLORIOUS ATLANTIC SHORELINE . AREA. 153 SQ. Ml. 

THE NUMBER OF ' VISITORS TO CANADA'S NA-
TIONAL PARKS HAS INCREASED A HUNDRED-
FOLD SI NCE THE LATE FORTIES. NEW PARKS 
WILL SOON BE ESTABLISHED IN MOST OF THE 
PROVINCES, AS WELL AS IN YUKON AND THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. 



FOR FUTURE GEMERATIONS
THE YOUTH OF CANADA, TO WHOM KNOWLEDGE ANDADVENTURE A~E ABIDING 

INTERESTS, HAVE A VERY PERSONAL REASON FOR WANTING TO KNOW MORE ABOl.!r 

OUR NATION'S GREAT OUTDOOR TREASURE- OUR NATIONAL PARKS . 

THE POSTER BELOW WAS ONE OF MANY DONE BY A GRADE 7 CLASS AT BANFF 

WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO EXPLAIN THE PURPOSE OF NATIONAL PARKS. COLLEEN

GLEN NON AND HER CLASSMATES FOUND MANY 

REASONS FOR NATIONAL PARKS IN CANADA. IT IS 

HOPED THEIR PROJECT WILL INSPIRE STUDENTS 

IN ALL PARTS OF CANADA TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OUR NATIONAL PARKS. 

EXTRA COPIES OF THIS PUBLICATION ARE AVAILABLE FREE 
FROM ANY NATIONAL PARK OR FROM THE NATIONAL AND 
HISTORIC PARKS BRANCH , DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT. OTTAWA. 




