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RESUME: F o u i l l e  e n t r e p r i s e  par l ' a u t e u r  a  l ' e t e  

1981 s u r  l a  cote o u e s t  d e  Terre-Neuve. La 

c o l l e c t i o n  du s i t e  Fac to ry  Cove (DlRk-3) e s t  d a t e e  

typologiquement e n t r e  400-600 av .  J . - C .  P a r  

c o n t r e  d e s  t r a i t s  p l u s  a n c i e n s  s o n t  a u s s i  p r e s e n t s .  

Une q u a n t i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e  d e b i t a g e  suggere  que 

l e  s i t e  e t a i t  non seu lement  un s i t e  d ' h a b i t a t i o n  

mais  a u s s i  un a t e l i e r .  La c o l l e c t i o n  se s i t u e  dans  

l a  phase  du D o r s e t i e n  anc i en  t e l l e  que  m a n i f e s t e e  

a Terre-Neuve e n t r e  3000 e t  2400 a n s  avan t  a u j o u r d '  

h u i .  

INTRODUCTION 

The excava t i on  of  a n  E a r l y  Dor se t  s i t e  i n  Cow Head, 

IJewfoundland, c o n t i n u e s  t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  work under taken  

by D r .  James Tuck, Archaeology Un i t  of Memorial U n i v e r s i t y  

of Newfoundland, d u r i n g  t h e  summers of  1976 and 1978. 

The bu lk  of t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  c o v e r s  t h e  s i t e  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n ,  t h e  l i t h i c  remains  and assoc-  

i a t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  su rveys .  The purpose  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  



is t o  supplement our  meager knowledge of t h e  e a r l y  Dorset  

c u l t u r e  i n  Newfoundland. Th i s  is  achieved through t h e  1981 

season main o b j e c t i v e s ,  which were: 

I Adding m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  1976/1978 c o l l e c t i o n .  

I1 Oel imi t ing  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  occupa t ion  

a t  t h e  s i t e .  

I11 Obtaining samples f o r  c14 d a t e s .  

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Fac tory  Cove s i t e  (DlBk-3) is l o c a t e d  a t  4g055' 

North and 6 0 ~ 1 0 '  West (F igure  1). The g e n e r a l  s e t t i n g  

i s  a t ree-covered pen insu l a  extending i n  t h e  Gulf of  S t .  

Lawrence. 

The c u l t u r a l  remains l i e  on a f a i r l y  l e v e l  t e r r a c e  

9.20 m above sea l e v e l .  Grass  and moss make up 70 p e r c e n t  

of t h e  s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  wh i l e  t h e  remaining 30 p e r c e n t  i s  

a growth of  windswept evergreens .  The n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a t  

t h e  s i t e  o f f e r  some p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  n o r t h e r l y  and 

e a s t e r l y  winds; however, w e  observed t h a t  f o r  May and June 

t h e  dominant winds come from t h e  sou th  and w e s t ,  which a r e  

t h e  s e a  s i d e s .  Fresh  wate r  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  nearby 

s i n c e  t h e  h igher  grounds d r a i n  i n  a bog con t iguous  t o  t h e  

s i te .  The bog is  w e t  throughout  t h e  year  and a s u r p l u s  r u n s  

on t h e  s u r f a c e  a f t e r  heavy r a i n f a l l s .  



THE EXCAVATION 

I Methods 

Excavat ion a t  t h e  Fac to ry  Cove s i t e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on f o u r  

d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  ( P l a t e  1). Although w e  con t inued  from t h e  

p r e v i o u s  one-metre g r i d  system l a i d  i n  1976, ou r  excava t i ng  

u n i t  was a two-metre squa re .  

The excava t i on  p r i n c i p l e  was t o  f o l l o w  t h e  a r t i f a c t  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a coherence  between them and t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  We recorded  bo th  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  and 

t h e  rocks  by n a t u r a l  l e v e l s .  Bes ides  t h e  mapping o f  t h e s e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o n e s ,  w e  made a thorough photo- 

g r a p h i c  coverage .  S t r a t i g r a p h i c  c u t s  th roughout  t h e  s i t e  

supplemented t h e s e  d a t a .  

W e  dug 116 s q u a r e s  metres i n  f o u r  a reas ,  b r i n q i n 3  t h e  t o t a l  

t o  160 metres f o r  t h e  t h r e e  s ea sons .  

I1 Excavated Areas 

A - Area I 

The excava t i on  i n  a r e a  I ( P l a t e  1) i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h o s e  

of t h e  p r e v i o u s  f i e l d  s ea sons .  S i n c e  t h e  a r t i f a c t  and f l a k e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  from. t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  had been made f o r  every  

squa re  b e f o r e  t h e  1981 s ea son ,  w e  had an i d e a  of where t o  

s t a r t .  The re fo r e ,  w e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  f i r s t  on t h e  e a s t  and south-  

e a s t  p a r t  of  a r e a  I. W e  cons ide r ed  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  



a r e a  a s  being our  b e s t  chance t o  d i s cove r  de f ined  h a b i t a t i o n  

f e a t u r e s .  So, w e  added ano the r  50 s q u a r e  metres t o  t h e  4 2  

a l r e a d y  excavated.  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  excep t  f o r  a  r ock  p a t t e r n  sugges t i ng  a  

t e n t  r i n g  w i t h  a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  i t s  c e n t e r ,  most of  t h e  a r e a  

is  a  rock  jumble. S ince  w e  can see a s  many p a t t e r n s  a s  w e  

wish,  I p r e f e r  t o  a w a i t  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e -  

t a t i o n .  Some s m a l l e r  s t o n e  f e a t u r e s ,  such a s  i n t a c t  and 

f ragmentary  f i r e p l a c e s ,  w e r e  a l s o  found. 

Th i s  i n t e n s i v e  occupa t ion  and t h e  amount of l i t h i c  

m a t e r i a l  sugges t  t h a t  w e  may have m u l t i p l e  occupa t ions  a t  

t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Fac to ry  Cove s i t e .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

Level  I i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod l e v e l  w i t h  an average  t h i c k n e s s  

of 8 c m .  Level  I c ,  a t  t h e  base  of  t h e  sod ,  i s  a  d i s con t inuous  

angu la r  pebble  l e v e l .  Level  I1 i s  a  brownish humus averag ing  

10 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s  and p r e s e n t  th roughout  a r e a  I. W e  no t i c ed  

a  number of d i s con t inuous  angu la r  pebble  l e n s e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  

l e v e l .  Level  I11 i s  a  l o c a l  g r a v e l  l e v e l .  Level  I V  i s  a  

b l ack  s t a i n e d  humus averag ing  4 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s .  I t  c o n t a i n s  

b i t s  of  c h a r c o a l .  Level  IVa i s  a l s o  a  b l ack  s t a i n e d  humus 

b u t  it i s  l o c a l i z e d  underneath  l e v e l  111. The s t e r i l e  l e v e l  

V is  a  mix tu re  of  angu la r  pebb les  w i t h  l imes tone  b locks  p i e r c i n g  



he re  and t h e r e .  

I n  summary, l e v e l  I V a  i s  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

occupat ion l a y e r .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a component e a r l i e r  than  

l e v e l s  I1 and I V .  Next of i n t e r e s t  i s  l e v e l  I V ,  f i r s t  i den t -  

i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r o f i l e  of a f i r e p l a c e .  The spo rad ic  h o r i z o n t a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and t h e  cha rcoa l  con ten t  of t h i s  l e v e l  sugges t  

t h a t  it i s  t h e  remains of combustion a r e a s  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  

l e v e l  11. Level I1 is t h e  r e s u l t  of an  ex t ens ive  occupat ion.  

Its c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t  shows a h igh  degree  of homogeneity. The 

pebble  ' l enses  w i t h i n  t h i s  l e v e l  would come from t h e  decom- 

p o s i t i o n  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  such a s  sod b locks .  

B - A r e a  I1 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a semi-subterranean house i n  t h i s  a r e a  

( P l a t e  1) w a s  mentioned a f t e r  t h e  exp lo ra to ry  work of 1976/ 

1978. W e  t h e r e f o r e  decided t o  make t h i s  a r e a  our  second 

p r i o r i t y .  Consequently, we s t a r t e d  t o  excava te  on t h e  edge of 

what was a shal low depress ion .  Even though t h e r e  was n o t  any 

rock p a t t e r n  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h i s  dep re s s ion ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  

t h a t  t h e r e  may be some evidence of a semi-subterranean house 

shown i n  t h e  p r o f i l e s  a s  a r i n g  of l o o s e  humus mixed wi th  

sand. An e s t i m a t e  of t h e  house dimensions from t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of t h i s  l e v e l  would be t h a t  it is  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  approximately 

4 m long by 2.50 m wide. A s  i n  area I t h e  ex t ens ive  d e s t r u c t i o n  



g i v e s  many rock c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  which a r e  s t i l l  open t o  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

Level I i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod averaging 9 cm i n  t h i c k n e s s .  

The d i scont inuous  l e v e l  I c  a t  t h e  base of l e v e l  I i s  made of 

angula r  pebbles  and it is 2 c m  t h i c k .  Level I1 i s  a brownish 

humus l e v e l  throughout a r e a  11. It v a r i e s  i n  t h i ckness  from 

6 cm t o  16 c m .  Level I I b  is  a mix ture  of sand and humus and 

was found only s p o r a d i c a l l y .  Level I V  i s  a b lack  s t a i n e d  

l e v e l  con ta in ing  b i t s  of cha rcoa l .  

Our hypothes i s  of a semi-subterranean house i n  t h i s  a r e a  

is  poss ib ly  supported by t h e  n a t u r e  of l e v e l  I I b ,  a  l a y e r  of 

sandy humus t h a t  forms a r i n g  around a sha l low depress ion .  

I n  summary, t h e  p a t t e r n  of occupa t ion  i n  t h i s  a r e a  seems t o  

involve  t h e  i n i t i a l  excava t ion  of a semi-subterranean house 

followed by m u l t i p l e  over lapping occupa t ions  as suggested by 

t h e  t h i ckness  of l e v e l  11. The l e v e l  I V  found s p o r a d i c a l l y  

a t  t h e  base  of l e v e l  I1 s u g g e s t s  t h e  presence  of f i r e p l a c e  

a r e a s .  

C - Area I11 (Plate 2) 

We d i s c o v e r e d ~ x a  I11 whi l e  t r y i n g  t o  d e l i m i t  t h e  e x t e n t  

of t h e  occupat ion a t  t h e  site. This  a r e a  i s  marginal  

by comparison t o  a r e a s  I ,  I1 and I V .  Before we s t a r t e d  any 

work, w e  no t i ced  a wet dep re s s ion  averaging 50 cm lower t han  



t h e  su r round ing  grounds .  

Once w e  opened t h e  f i r s t  t e s t - p i t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  w e  found 

a n  abnormally h igh  q u a n t i t y  of  f i n i s h e d  t o o l s  and ve ry  few 

f l a k e s .  W e  d ec ided ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  expand t h e  excava t i on  

hoping t o  have some w e l l  d e f i n e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  remains i n  

o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  i n  c o n t e x t .  W e  ended up w i t h  

24  s q u a r e  metres excavated  and n o t  many more a r t i f a c t s  t han  

t h o s e  found i n  t h e  f i r s t  t e s t - p i t .  

The reward of t h i s  heavy t a s k  i s  t h a t  w e  have a s i n g l e  

occupa t ion  c i r c l e d  by t h r e e  bedrock o u t c r o p s  w i t h  a  low s t o n e  

w a l l  between tcc7o of them. The c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  was bur ied  by 

a rock  jumble a f t e r  t h e  w a l l  had c o l l a p s e d .  The 

absence  of hold-down rocks  ir f r o n t . o f  t h e  h a b i t a t i o n  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t  was semi-movable. There  was a l s o  

ev idence  of a h e a r t h .  Fur thermore ,  w e  found a s t o r a g e  p i t  

i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t  of t h e  occupa t i on  

has  a  c o n i c a l  shape  80 c m  wide a t  t h e  t o p  and 40 crn deep. 

The bone p r e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  f e a t u r e  was favoured by t h e  

impermeable c l a y  forming t h e  s t e r i l e  l e v e l .  

STRATIGRAPHY 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y  i n  a r e a  I11 shows a s i n g l e  occupa t i on  

of l e a n - t o  s t r u c t u r e .  The c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  I1 is  a b l a c k  humus 

b u r i e d  under 40 c m  of p e a t .  A t  t h e  pe r i phe ry  of  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  



l e v e l  and p a r t l y  o v e r l y i n g  it a r e  t h e  l e v e l s  I d  and Ie.  

Level  I d  is  a brownish o r g a n i c  c l a y  and Level  Ie is a 

g r a y i s h  c l a y .  W e  i n t e r p r e t  t h e s e  two l e v e l s  a s  be ing  t h e  

remains of w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l .  They e v i d e n t l y  

s l i d  towards t h e  c e n t r e  a f t e r  t h e  abandonment of t h e  l ean-  

t o .  

D - Area I V  

L i t t l e  c an  be s a i d  abou t  a r e a  I V  excep t  t h a t  it i s  a 

f e a t u r e l e s s  a r e a  which produced thousands  and thousands of 

f l a k e s .  W e  s e l e c t e d  t h i s  p l a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a sample 

from t h e  c e n t r e  of  hhe s i t e  and a t  s l i g h t l y  h ighe r  e l e v a t i o n  

t han  t h e  t h r e e  p r ev ious  a r e a s .  W e  f e l t  some s t o n e s  

through t h e  sod a s  w e  walked i n  t h e  a r e a  which suggested t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  a  s i n g l e  t e n t  r i n g .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  t h e  s chedu le  

d i d  n o t  a l l ow  u s  t o  open more t h a n  1 2  squa re  metres, which 

was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  expose any p a t t e r n .  Given t h e  l a r g e  

anount  of d e b i t a g e ,  t w o  hypotheses  w e r e  cons idered :  a )  t h a t  

w e  w e r e  d igg ing  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of an  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t y  a r e a  o f  

a dwe l l i ng  a d j a c e n t  t o  it, o r  b) s imply t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e  c u l t u r a l  remains w e r e  c a r r i e d  

away . 
STRATIGRAPHY 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y  i n  a r e a  I V  comprises  t h e  p r e s e n t  sod  

( l e v e l  I) some 10 c m  i n  t h i c k n e s s  and a n  unde r ly ing  b l ack  



humus ( l e v e l  I I a )  approximate ly  7 cm t h i c k ,  w i t h  some l e a c h i n g  

a t  i t s  base .  

LITHIC ARTIFACTS 

During t h e  season ,  116 s q u a r e  metres w e r e  excavated t o  

dep th s  va ry ing  from 1 5  t o  75 c m s ,  and 1G34 f i n i s h e d ,  unf in -  

i shed ,  and f ragmentary  t o o l s  were recorded and ca t a logued .  

W e  e s t i m a t e  t h e  amount o f  f l a k i n g  d e b r i s  t o  be c a .  100,000 

specimens o r  250 kg. No doubt ,  more t o o l s  w i l l  he found 

du r ing  t h e  d e b i t a g e  a n a l y s i s .  Th i s  d e b i t a g e  was recorded  by 

n a t u r a l  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  5 0  c m  quad ran t s .  W e  expec t  t o  u s e  

t h e  d e b i t a g e  and a r t i f a c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p i n p o i n t  a c t i v i t y  

a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e  f e a t u r e s .  

The unusua l l y  h igh  f requency of d e b i t a g e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

Fac to ry  Cove i s  a workshop as w e l l  a s  a l i v i n g  s i te .  S ince  

t h e  on ly  e x o t i c  m a t e r i a l  i s  Ramah c h e r t ,  of which w e  have 

b u t  3 specimens,  it seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p r o f u s i o n  o f  

l o c a l  raw m a t e r i a l  w a s  a major a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Dorset  

people .  Most t o o l s  a r e  made of  l o c a l  c h e r t s  found i n  beds 

on t h e  pen in su l a  o r  i n  b i g  chunks on t h e  beach. There is  a 

wide r ange  of q u a l i t y  and c o l o r  i n  t h e s e  c h e r t s .  Thus, t h e  

g e n e r a l  t r e n d  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i n e r  g r a ined  m a t e r i a l  s e rved  t o  

make d e l i c a t e  t o o l s  such a s  t h e  end b l a d e s ,  mic rob lades  and 

b u r i n  l i k e  t o o l s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, every  un f in i shed  t o o l ,  



r e p r e s e n t i n g  31.4% of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i s  made of  porous 

b l ack  c h e r t .  

The a r t i f a c t  f requency is  r e p o r t e d  i n  Table  1. S ince  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  is s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  one should  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  

c a t e g o r i e s  as  d e s c r i p t i v e  on ly .  

TABLE 1 

L I T H I C  ARTIFACTS FROM FACTORY COVE 

Category Number Pe rcen t  
-- - 

Unfinished Tools 

Blades 

Retouched F l akes  

End Blades 

Sc rape r s  

H a m m e r s  t ones  

Knives 

Cores 

bur in-like Tools 

S ide  Blades 

Whets t o n e s  

B ipo in t s  

C r y s t a l s  

Adzes 

Unifaces 

P e r f o r a t o r  

Miscel laneous  



I .  UNFINISHED TOOLS 

The f requency  of u n f i n i s h e d  t o o l s  ( P l a t e  3 )  makes t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  v e r y  i n t r i g u i n g .  W e  lump i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  b o t h  

of  those c l a s s e s  of a r t i f  a c t s  c a l l e d  "b lanks"  and "preforms" .  

Although t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  vagueness  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

su r round ing  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a  b l a n k  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t  

s t a t e  i n  t h e  t o o l  manufac tu re ,  whereas a  preform i s  a  more 

n e a r l y  completed t o o l .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n ,  

t h r e e  q u a n t i f i a b l e  a t t r i b u t e s  - edge r e t o u c h ,  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  

and edge  r e g u l a r i t y  - a r e  used  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s .  

The two l a s t  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  ranked on a  s c a l e  1 - 4 .  

While t h e  edge  r e t o u c h  is s imply  a n  e v a l u a t i o r ,  of t h e  un i -  

f a c i a l i t y  o r  b i f a c i a l i t y  of t h e  p i e c e ,  t h e  1 - 4  r ank ing  i s  

a p p l i e d  t o  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  and edge  r e g u l a r i t y .  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which each  a t t r i b u t e  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t .  F o r  

example, on P l a t e  3 :1 ,3  t h e  f l a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r  i s  pr imary  re- 

touch  which on t h e  s c a l e  i s  ranked a t  one ,  w h i l e  on  P l a t e  3 : 2  

where t h e  f l a k i n g  is  c a r r i e d  f u r t h e r  t h e  r a n k  i s  t w o ,  and even 

f u r t h e r  on P l a t e  3:4 which i s  t h r e e .  The r a n k  f o u r  is a p p l i e d  

t o  a  p i e c e  which has  pr imary  and secondary  r e t o u c h  a l l  o v e r .  

The edge r e g u l a r i t y  s c a l e  i s  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  edge  s t r a i g h t -  

n e s s ,  e .g .  t h e r e  i s  a n  i r r e g u l a r  c o n t o u r ,  it would b e  l o w  on  

t h e  scale. W e  a n t i c i p a t e  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  compi le  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 



r educ t ion  techniques ,  wi th  t h e  two numerical  extremes showing 

two degrees  of manufacture. Of course ,  one should a l s o  expect  

t o  have in t e rmed ia t e s .  

11; BLADES 

A l l  b u t  two of t h e  b l ades  a r e  made of l o c a l  f ine-gra ined  

c h e r t .  Using a 11 mm t h r e sho ld ,  w e  have 13% b l a d e s  and 87% 

microblades.  Very few show any h a f t i n g  mod i f i ca t ion  such a s  

a s t e m .  However, some specimens have v e n t r a l  re touch .  

111* END BLADES 

The dominant t ype  of end-blade i s  t h e  plano-convex s ide -  

notched s t y l e  ( P l a t e  4 : l - 4 ) .  Placement of no tches  d i f f e r s ,  

however, on two g e n e r a l  c l a s s e s  of  end b l ades .  On t h e  one 

hand, t h e r e  are h igh  side-notched examples ( P l a t e  4:3) which 

compare t o  what Tuck has  desc r ibed  from t h e  e a r l y  Dorse t  

phase a t  Big F a l l s  s i te ,  Saglek Bay, no r the rn  Labrador (Tuck 

1975: P l a t e  22: l -3) ,  d a t e d  sometime p r i o r  t o  2500 y e a r s  ago 

( ib id :178) .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  low side-notched v a r i e t y  

( P l a t e  4:l-2,4) is comparable t o  what appears  a t  s i t e  E, 

southern  l o c u s  stratum 1, a l s o  a t  Saglek Bay around 2500 B.P. 

(Tuck 1975: P l a t e  3 )  o r  t o  what Fi tzhugh 1972: P l a t e  8 2 ) .  

IV. BURIN-LIKE TOOLS 

A t o t a l  of 35 complete and fragmentary b u r i n - l i k e  t o o l s  

was recorded.  They a l l  show e x t e n s i v e  p o l i s h i n g  wi th ,  i n  

some cases, chipping a long t h e  edges ( P l a t e  4:5-7). The 



a s s o c i a t i o n  of some specimens ( P l a t e  4:6) with  f i n e l y  

chipped t o o l s  suggest  t h a t  they may have been used f o r  

f i n e  workmanship o r  l i t h i c s .  

V. SIDE BLADES 

There a r e  two types of s i d e  blade i n  t h e  Factory Cove 

c o l l e c t i o n .  One i s  a  small ,  biconvex v a r i e t y  with s e r r a t e d  

edge while  t h e  o t h e r  i s  broad, semi-lunate, with f l a t  f aces  

( P l a t e  4: 9-10) . 
FAUNAL REMAINS 

Bone preserva t ion  a t  Factory Cove was genera l ly  poor, 

owing t o  a c i d  s o i l .  Specimens were recovered from two d i s t i n c t  

a reas ,  some from l e v e l  I V  i n  a r e a  I and t h e  r e s t  from a rea  

111. I n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  case of l e v e l  I V ,  t h e  bones a r e  

completely surrounded by b i t s  of charcoal .  Af ter  d i scuss ion  

with a  conservation s p e c i a l i s t ,  both p a r t i e s  had t h e  same 

observat ions on preserva t ion  i n  microenvironments. We agree 

t h a t  t h e  charcoal  would n e u t r a l i s e  t h e  ac ids  and thus p r o t e c t  

t h e  bones. The o ther  case  of bone preserva t ion ,  which is ,  by 

t h e  way, unusual i n  Newfoundland's genera l ly  a c i d i c  s o i l s ,  

comes from a  s to rage  p i t  i n  a rea  111. This case  is s p e c i a l :  

an impermeable c l ay  substratum apparent ly r e t a ined  water t o  

c r e a t e  an oxygen f r e e  mi l ieu  which, added t o  4 0  cm of insu l -  

a t i n g  pea t ,  kept  t h e  bones we l l  preserved. 



Since  t h e  o s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  is  n o t  y e t  complete, w e  

can only mention t h e  spec ie s  recognised dur ing  t h e  excavat ion.  

These inc lude  car ibou ,  s e a l s ,  and b i r d s .  However, i f  w e  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  remains of t h e  1976 excava t ion ,  S tewar t  (1979) 

sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  a d u l t  harp  seal specimens i d e n t i f i e d  

would have been k i l l e d  on sho re  around Apr i l .  These d a t a  a r e  

supplemented by t h e  presence of b i r d  bones, which, i f  i d e n t i f i e d  

as migrant  b i r d s ,  could suppor t  t h e  i d e a  of a l a t e  win te r /  

e a r l y  sp r ing  occupation.  

SURVEYS - 

The surveys c a r r i e d  o u t  covered t h e  southern  p o r t i o n  of 

t h e  Cow Head peninsu la  and about  2 krn of s h o r e l i n e  no r th  of 

Cow Head (F igure  1). A s u r f a c e  f i n d  one-half km from Factory 

Cove was followed by t e s t - p i t t i n g .  The a r e a  around t h e  f i n d  

is  an e roding  t e r r a c e  a t  6 .50  m a . s .1 .  and w e  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  

i s  n o t  much l e f t  of t h e  s i te .  The a r t i f a c t  i s  a side--notched 

k n i f e ,  b i f a c i a l l y  re touched,  w i th  one convex and one concave 

edge. I t  d u p l i c a t e s  a specimen from t h e  e a r l y  Dorset  com- 

ponent a t  Fac tory  Cove. The o t h e r  survey along t h e  s h o r e l i n e  

n o r t h  of Cow Head d i d  n o t  l ead  t o  any discovery. .  

SUMMARY 

Without drawing a f i r m  conc lus ion  be fo re  submi t t ing  t h e  

c14 samples it appears  t h a t  t h e r e  may be two occupat ion 



phases  a t  Fac tory  Cove. The e a r l i e r  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t r a n s -  

v e r s a l l y  f l a k e d  a r t i f a c t s  from l e v e l  IVa, a r e a  I (Plate  4 :  

11) , and from a r e a  I11 ( P l a t e  4:12) . This  technique is 

comparable t o  t h e  one from an i s o l a t e d  f e a t u r e  a t  t h e  Cow 

Head s i t e  which Tuck ( p e r s .  comm.) d a t e s  t y p o l o g i c a l l y  back 

t o  3000 y e a r s  before  p r e s e n t .  Some o t h e r  t r a i t s  such a s  a  

b i p o i n t  ( P l a t e  4:8) would a l s o  suppor t  t h i s  i d e a  of an  e a r l y  

occupat ion.  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  1981 season w e r e  met. W e  have 

i n  hand an  e a r l y  Dorset  component wi th  some e a r l i e r  t r a i t s  

which should be used t o  demonstra te  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  between 

l a t e  Pre-Dorset and e a r l y  Dorset .  
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FIGURE 1 

Cow Head Peninsula 
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PLATE 1 

General view of the Factory C w e  site (DlBk-3) . 
Looking east. 

PLATE 2 

Lean-to in Area 111. 





PLATE 3 

D1Bk-3. Unfinished -1s 1-4. 

PLATE 4 

1,2,4. L m  side-notched endblades 

3. High side-notched W l a d e  

5-7. Win-like -1s 

8. Bipoint 

9,lO. Sideblades 

11,12. Transversally flaked bif aces 






