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INTRODUCTION 

ized system more than met the expectations established 
at the beginning of the decade. 

Unlike many other users of automated systems in 
museum facilities who have experienced difficulty 
adapting to new technology (some have even gone back 
to manual card files), our collections managers, cura­
tors, and other users employ this system not only as a 
quick reference tool, but also to research, select, 
analyse, and locate artifacts. Our computerized records 
(Artifact Information System) provide access to over 
500.000 artifacts on display or in storage throughout 
the country, and this data bank may be consulted simul­
taneously from any point in the network. Users may 
also access other information associated with specific 
themes or the function of an artifact, thereby facilitat­
ing and considerably speeding research into our collec­
tions. 

In response to the many requests for consultation and 
the positive comments we received from various muse­
ums and universities, we decided to produce a refer­
ence edition, Canadian Parks Service Classification 
System for Historical Collections. 

In establishing our system, we drew up a list of terms 
(see THESAURUS), which of course raised the prob­
lem of standardizing the vocabulary. Moreover, having 
to translate terms into French or English forced us to 
study definitions in depth in order to grasp nuances and 
choose the most appropriate term. The terms were 
selected by group consensus. 

This list of terms is not immutable. Comparing the 
present updated list with the initial list that launched 
the system three years ago indicates that adjustments 
have already been undertaken within CPS. 

Partners from museums are currently working to auto­
mate management of their collections, using this the-

In the past ten years the Collections Management 
Group of the Canadian Parks Service (CPS) has devel­
oped a number of tools that are used, in various ways, 
for documenting and managing collections. Several 
dozen documents written since 1980 have focussed on 
disseminating our analysis and research results in order 
to better manage our artifact collections on display or 
used for animation in our parks and historic sites. There 
are numerous types of these documents, such as: 

• exhibition catalogues; 
• descriptive catalogues: 
• statements of collection projects; 
• period animation guides: 
• period furnishing plans; 
• management policies and directives; 
• management reports: 
• inventories of historical artifacts; 
• Artifact Information System (AIS); 
• Classification system for historical collections 

(nomenclature). 

The CPS classification system has revolutionized arti­
fact management in recent years. This system's nomen­
clature makes it possible to categorize all of the arti­
facts in our historical collections on the basis of a 
thesaurus of over 6,000 keywords drawn from our cata­
loguing records. It uses as its basic reference the classi­
fication system developed by R.G. Chenhall, 
Nomenclature for Museum Cataloging. Being a 
second-generation tool, with all of the advantages that 
entails in comparison to other existing tools, the CPS 
classification system is more than a theoretical instru­
ment. It is the foundation of our automated collections 
management system. Its performance currently com­
pares extremely favourably with that of other systems 
currently in use in the Canadian museum community. 
In our 114 historic sites. 5 regional offices, and head­
quarters in Ottawa, the effectiveness of our computer-
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saurus as a reference. Their comments will, we hope, 
enable us to design together a version that meets all 
users' needs. We now have at our disposal a key tool 
that would allow all museums with collections of 
ethnographic artifacts to manage these collections 
effectively and facilitate museum-to-museum commu­
nications. 

The next step will be to add illustrations and definitions 
for each term in the Thesaurus. This Visual Dictionary 
will constitute a complete scientific tool for identifying 
artifacts and managing historical collections. Once 
completed, this project will provide museums across 

Canada and researchers in the material culture field 
with an original and exceptional scientific tool. 

Richard Gauthier 

Chief Curator 
Historical and Archaeological Collections 
Quebec Region 
Quebec City 

Rodger McNicoll 
Chief Curator 
Interpretive Collections 
Program Headquarters 
Ottawa 
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BONNET, MILITARY C080:03-00062 BONNET ECOSSAIS 
MILITAIRE 

Headdress with high crown made 
of plumes and with a diced edged 
headband. 

Part of the uniform in military 
Scottish corps. 

Haute coiffure de plumes, a 
bandeau quadrille. 

Partie de I'uniforme dans les corps 
militaires ecossais. 

CAP C080:03-00063 CASQUETTE 

Headgear with soft crown, 
brimless, sometimes with a visor 
and flaps to protect the head, the 
ears and forehead, made of 
different material (felt, fur, 
cloth). 

Protects the head from the 
elements. 

Synonym: 

Windsor cap; frontiersman's cap. 

Exclusion: 

All other specific CAPs; CAP 
(H120:09-OOT15); GLENGARRY 
(C080:03-00072). 

Coiffure souple, sans rebord, faite 
de materiaux divers (feutre, 
fourrure, tissu), garnie d'une 
visiere et parfois de rabats 
protegeant la nuque, les oreilles et 
le front. 

Protege la tilte des intemperies. 

Exclusion: 

KtPl, CASQUETTE 
(H120:09-0(mS); GLENGARRY 
(C080:0T00072). 

CLOG C060:03-tKX)31 GALOCHE 

Footwear with thick wooden sole 
or iron skate and leather or fabric 
vamp fastened over a shoe or foot. 

Protects the shoe or the foot by 
raising it over the mud. 

Synonym: 

Patten. 

Exclusion: 

SABOT (C080:03-00038). 

Cliaussure a semelle de bois 
epaisse on defer en forme de patin 
et a empeignes de gros cuir ou de 
tissu se portant sur tin Soulier ou 
directement sur le pied. 
Protege le Soulier ou le pied en le 
haussant au-dessus de la boue. 

Synonyme: 

Socque. 

Exclusion: 

SABOT (C080:(B-()00W. 

Sample page of Visual Dictionary 
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A SCIENTIFIC TOOL FOR COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT 

To date, the national collection of the Canadian Parks 
Service has an inventory of almost 500,000 artifacts. 
Apart from the size of the collection, the diversity of 
the artifacts should be emphasized. In order to ade­
quately manage this large national collection containing 
artifacts from all sectors of traditional material life it 
was necessary to adopt a fairly extensive classification 
system and to ensure standardization of terms. 

Few specialized and standardized tools for identifying 
artifacts existed until the end of the 1970s. Often cura­
tors and registrars were the only ones who truly knew 
their collections, and artifacts were recorded in files 
under whatever specific name the curator happened to 
choose. 

In 1979 CPS started to use and promote Robert G. 
Chenhall's classification system. Then, in 1983, upon 

the registrars' recommendations, CPS officially adopt­
ed Chenhall's work as the prime reference for classify­
ing historical artifacts in the national collection. 

Given the extent of its network of sites and the diversi­
ty of its historical collections, CPS developed the 
Canadian Parks Service Classification System for 
Historical Collections, upon which the automated man­
agement of historical artifacts is based. Its nomencla­
ture differs from Chenhall's in several respects. 
Although it contains the same categories, it specifically 
reflects the CPS national collection and contains only 
the names of artifacts in that collection. Accordingly, 
some components of this classification system are more 
elaborate than their equivalents in Chenhall, e.g., mili­
tary artifacts, costumes, and packaging and containers. 
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In 1980 a number of sites in the Canadian Parks 
Service began automating their collections of historical 
artifacts. Without any real coordination, these individ­
ual initiatives were undertaken to improve access to 
documentation and enhance the effectiveness of collec­
tions management. In 1985, for example, Quebec 
Region, with the assistance of the Universite de 
Sherbrooke, developed a computer program to manage 
its collections; Prairie and Northern Region as well as 
Western region, meanwhile, began to develop a com­
puterized collections inventory system for internal 
management purposes, and a short time later, CPS stud­
ied the feasibility of establishing one common system 
for the entire network. 

The Canadian Parks Service developed the Artifact 
Information System (AIS), a computerized system 
specifically adapted to the needs of the Parks network. 
It proved highly effective. This flexible and open sys­
tem provides rapid access to the entire national collec­
tion. It contains technical data, broken down into about 
20 fields, that are essential to collections management: 

• Major Category 
• Classification 
• Nomenclature Code 

Object Name 
• Suffix 

Common Name and Description 

• Registration Number 
• Batch Number 

Acquisition Date 
Method of Acquisition 

• Region of Acquisition 
• Unit Cost 
• Cost of Acquisition 

• Status 
• Period 

• Special Condition 
• Condition Code 

Conservation Flag 

• Location 
Building 
Room 
Section 
Location Date 

More-detailed information that cannot be expressed as 
readily in computer language, such as exhaustive 
descriptions, legal documents, and photographs, are 
kept in a card file. 

During 1986 we started transferring data from card files 
to AIS. This automation has made it possible to prepare 
an exhaustive inventory of the entire CPS collection, 
both on display and in storage. AIS facilitates collec­
tions management and above all simplifies research. 

The cornerstone of any classification system, the stan­
dardization of terms, is particularly important in 
automating collections management. One curator may 
identify a given cast-iron vessel as a "pan," a colleague 
records a similar artifact as a "pot," a third calls it a 
"cauldron," and a fourth a "baking dish"; in the end, 
none is incorrect. Individuals name and describe arti­
facts on the basis of their own empirical and scientific 
knowledge. When it comes time to conduct research 
using card files, it soon becomes clear that a single arti­
fact appears under different names and in different cat­
egories. The same problems occur with computerized 
catalogues. As long as each card contains a photograph 
of the artifact and the collection does not grow much 
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Thanks to AIS, very little time was required to locate and 
assemble the artifacts in the above photograph, prepared for 
an exhibition catalogue for Montreal et le Quebec au temps de 
la revolution frangaise [Montreal and Quebec during the 
French revolutionary period]. 
000/INF/PR6/A-92 

beyond a few thousand artifacts, researchers can gener­
ally find their way. 

But for vast collections held in several locations, sys­
tem users had to learn to speak the same language, and 
a list of preferred terms was needed to link artifacts and 
to conduct research. CPS has been engaged in prepar­
ing this list since 1983. 

Robert G. Chenhall. in the first edition of 
Nomenclature, warned his readers: 

No book, no list of terms, no written words, can 
ever do the actual job of identifying any object. 
The process of identification, per se, is one of the 
key functions implied by the job title 'Curator.'* 

ChenhalFs classification system also conveyed a new 
idea: establishing for material culture collections pre­
ferred terms similar to those used for scientific collec­
tions. This would solve problems arising out of the 
automation of collection records and make possible 
information exchanges between museums. 

CPS faced problems in standardizing terms and coping 
with English and French terms. The English-language 
terminology was based on the list Chenhall published 
in 1978. Quebec Region was charged with the responsi­
bility of preparing a verified list of French terms while 
respecting the parameters of Chenhall's work. 

To rationalize communications between the various 
regions of the network and to ensure that the same 
terms are used in French and in English, Rosemary 
Campbell of Program Headquarters in Ottawa was 
given responsibility for coordinating this work, and the 
successful operation of the system depends on this fun­
damental task. Hence one single person is responsible 
for noting new terms and disseminating conventions to 
AIS users.'1" 

After the initial translation phase, we used alphanumer­
ic coding as a bridge between artifacts inventoried in 
both languages. Artifacts recorded as "CASQUETTE" 
and "CAP," for example, are identified according to 
category, class, and object, which are expressed by the 
same alphanumeric code C080:03-00063 for both. 
Anyone wishing to identify all the caps in the collec­
tion, therefore, may use this code to locate all such 
headgear regardless of whether their records are in 
French or English. 

Now that the computerization of CPS collections has 
been completed, a researcher can find out in only a few 
minutes how many, say, caps are in the network, what 
condition they are in, where they are stored or dis­
played, and whether they are available. After querying 
the data bank, the researcher is certain that he or she 
has the records for every caulking tool in the collection 
and is therefore able to make more informed choices 
than in the past. 

* Robert G. Chenhall. Nomenclature fur Museum Cataloging. A 
System for Classifying Man-Made Objects. American Association for 
State and Local History. Nashville. 1978. p. 7. 

' Our work led the American Association for State and Local 
History to invite CPS to participate in its committee to revise 
Chenhall"s nomenclature: the resulting publication benefited from 
CPS experience: 
James R. Biackaby. Patricia Greeno. and The Nomenclature 
Committee. The Revised Nomenclature for Museum Cataloguing. A 
Revised and Expanded Version of Robert G. ChenhalFs System for 
Classifying Man-Made Objects. AASLH Press. 1988. 
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MORPHOLOGY OF THE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 

How is a system for classifying material culture arti­
facts vital to managing an ethnographic collection? 
Any collection consists of series of objects, but only a 
classification system makes it possible to establish a 
primary level of organization and analysis. Such a sys­
tem becomes increasingly necessary as a collection 
develops. 

Classification systems simply provide indexing terms; 
they do not give names to all the artifacts involved. 
They make it possible to sort artifacts by category and 
class according to specific perspectives. Strict rules 
facilitate identifying and locating artifacts and, 
by extension, managing and controlling them. 
This approach opens the door to data automation. 
Classification systems become the key to accessing 
artifacts. 

CPS nomenclature, like Chenhall's, contains a hierar­
chical structure established according to each artifact's 
primary function. Each of the 500.000 artifacts in the 
national ethnographic collection has a place in this 
nomenclature, which has been specifically tailored to 
CPS needs. 

ORIGINAL FUNCTION OF AN OBJECT 

Artifacts of material culture all have one thing in com­
mon: they were created for a specific purpose. This is 
the original function. 

As Chenhall wrote, 

The lexicon in this hook is based upon the assump­
tion that every man-made object was originally 
created to fulfill some function or purpose and, 
further, that original function is the only common 
denominator that is present in all of the artifacts 
of man, however simple or complex. At the top or 
highest level in any hierarchy of classifying and 
naming man-made artifacts there can be no con­
sistent organizing principle other than the known 
(or presumed) reason why each object was origi­
nally created* 

An object's primary function must always be taken into 
account and should not be confused with other possible 
but subsequent functions. The issue arises because arti­
facts tend to evolve over time and acquire different 
functions.1" 

A HIERARCHICAL SYSTEM 

In science, classification systems establish hierarchies 
through direct observation of the physical characteris­
tics of natural things. CPS followed this principle to 
develop its classification system for historical artifact 
collections. To create simple and useful divisions, man­
agers of historical collections have established hierar­
chical levels on the basis of an object's original func­
tion. 

* Robert G. Chenhall. Nomenclature for Museum Cataloging. A 
System for Classifying Mem-Made Objects. American Association for 
State and Local History. Nashville. 1978. p. 8. 

T See Marcel Moussette. "Sens et contresens: retude de la culture 
materielle au Quebec," in Canadian Folklore canadien. Vol. 4, 1-2. 
1982. pp. 10-16. 

14 



CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

When an artifact has several functions, it is classified in 
the appropriate main category that comes first in the 
hierarchical listing. For example, a blacksmith's apron 
will be classified in CLOTHING, OUTERWEAR and 
not METALWORKING TOOLS & EQUIPMENT. 
Similarly, a watercolour picture entitled "Canadian 
Infantrymen on the March," will be placed in 
DOCUMENTARY ARTIFACT and not ART. 

In some cases, the system makes it possible to classify 
artifacts according to a function other than the original 
function: 

• an artifact's original function is not known, but its use 
at the time it was acquired by CPS is known; 

• the secondary function takes precedence over the 
original function. For example, a gun used for trade 
will be classified in EXCHANGE MEDIUM, not in 
FIREARM; 

• an artifact no longer fulfills the function for which it 
was created because it has been modified/altered for 
adaptation to another function. For example, a used tin 
can (CONTAINER [G020]) that has been modified to 
serve as an ashtray (HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORY 
[B080]) will be classified according to its most recent 
function. 

In some specific cases, the system permits one artifact 
to be included in up to three classes to facilitate 
research and cover all aspects of the artifact, e.g., 

• a try square bearing the inscription "Pascal Hardware" 
(WOODWORKING TOOLS & EQUIPMENT and 
ADVERTISING MEDIUM); 

• a sword bearing an inscription commemorating 
victory in a battle in which the sword was used 
(ARMAMENT T&E, EDGED and DOCUMENTARY 
ARTIFACT). 

THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

There are ten categories of artifacts: 

01: Structures 
02: Furnishings 
03: Personal Artifacts 
04: Tools & Equipment for Materials 
05: Tools & Equipment for Science and Technology 
06: Tools & Equipment for Communication 
07: Distribution and Transportation Artifacts 
08: Communication Artifacts 
09: Recreational Artifacts 
10: Unclassifiable Artifacts 

These ten categories could be divided into four groups: 

SHELTER 
01: Structures 
02: Furnishings 
03: Personal Artifacts 

TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 
04: Tools & Equipment for Materials 
05: Tools & Equipment for Science and Technology 
06: Tools & Equipment for Communication 
07: Distribution and Transportation Artifacts 

COMMUNICATION 
08: Communication Artifacts 
09: Recreational Artifacts 

UNKNOWN 
10: Unclassifiable Artifacts 

Within categories, artifacts are sorted into classes and 
subclasses, both of which are listed according to 
alphanumeric codes. 

ARTIFACTS THAT ARE DIFFICULT 
TO IDENTIFY 

It is sometimes difficult to identify artifacts correctly. 
A certain number of possibilities nonetheless exist for 
recording information in the data base. 

The structure of the nomenclature is organized into 
three levels: 

• categories, 
• classes and subclasses, and 
• names of objects. 

For example, an unidentified kind of shovel used in a 
foundry could be classified as: 

SHOVEL and METALWORKING T&E. 

15 
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An unidentified shovel that cannot be associated with a 
specific activity could be designated as: 

SHOVEL and MUTIPLE USE ARTIFACTS. 

In an extreme case, where the artifact is not identified 
and cannot be associated with an activity, the record 
would read: 

PROBLEMATICAL and FUNCTION UNKNOWN. 

ARTIFACTS THAT ARE DIFFICULT 
TO CLASSIFY 

Some artifacts are difficult to classify because they 
serve more than one purpose. Scout knives, for exam­
ple, have multiple uses. Other objects are designed to 
have two uses, such as rulers or ballpoint pens bearing 
company or retailer names, or clothing emblazoned 
with a corporate sponsor's name. 

Museums often contain artifacts that have been altered 
to adapt to new functions. Barrels converted into flower 
boxes are one example of this. 

Artifacts that have been transformed intentionally 
should be classified according to their most recent 
function. Thus, the converted barrels should be classi­
fied in SITE FEATURE. 

LIST OF TERMS 

In any classification system, it is essential to distin­
guish between the names of objects and the terms used 
to describe objects. Object names include all common 
names used to designate objects of material culture. 
Object terms, however, refer back to the preferred 
words or expressions used in the classification system. 
Thus, object names such as "cauldron," "pot," "pan," or 
"casserole dish" all refer in the classification system to 
a single preferred artifact term: cooking receptacle. Of 
course, the common names are part of an object's histo­
ry: they indicate that it is part of material culture. For 
this reason, common names must be given under a spe­
cific heading in the cataloguing record. 

Object terms are generally selected by consensus: thus, 
they may sometimes correspond to a common name. 
This method does generate a certain ambiguity. 

SELECTING AND ADDING TERMS 

Object terms used in the CPS Classification system 
have been approved by a consensus of registrars and 
curators. The English spelling conforms to Webster's 
Third International Dictionary, while the French 
spelling is that given in the Robert dictionary. 

New object terms must be selected according to the 
rules of the classification system. They must specify a 
useful generic distinction, and they must be binominal 
if at all possible (i.e., a substantive and a single qualifi­
er). 

Secondary data such as the style, manufacturer, or era 
of an artifact cannot be used to create new object terms. 

RULES OF WRITING 

Wherever possible, categories are identified by terms in 
the plural, while classification terms and artifact names 
are usually in the singular. 

Categories, classification terms, and object names are 
always written in capital letters. Lower-case letters are 
used only in written documentation (registration and 
worksheet records) and are reserved for the artifact's 
common name (i.e., names in common use, scientific 
names, and regionalisms). 

RULES OF SYNTAX 

The general rule for name entry in the lexicon is to 
invert it. The noun or substantive of the object term is 
placed first, followed by a comma, followed by a word 
or phrase qualifier. 

There are a few exceptions to this rule: 

words that make no sense if inverted such as 
NIDDY NODDY, CHEST OF DRAWERS; 

• parts, accessories, and fragments of objects such as 
LAMP BURNER; 

• assemblages such as MORTAR & PESTLE. 

16 



THE HIERARCHICAL CATEGORIES, 
CLASSES, AND SUBCLASSES 

Category 01 
STRUCTURES 

A020 BUILDING 

A040 BUILDING COMPONENT 

A060 SITE FEATURE 

A080 OTHER STRUCTURE 

Category 02 
FURNISHINGS 

B020 BEDDING 

B040 FLOOR COVERING 

B060 FURNITURE 

B080 HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORY 

B100 LIGHTING DEVICE 

B120 PLUMBING FIXTURE 

B140 TEMPERATURE CONTROL DEVICE 

B160 WINDOW OR DOOR COVERING 

Category 03 
PERSONAL ARTIFACTS 

C020 ADORNMENT 

CLOTHING 
C060 CLOTHING. FOOTWEAR 

C080 CLOTHING, HEADWEAR 

C100 CLOTHING, OUTERWEAR 

CI20 CLOTHING, UNDERWEAR 

C140 CLOTHING ACCESSORY 

C160 PERSONAL GEAR 

CI80 TOILET ARTICLE 

Category 04 
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR MATERIALS 

D020 AGRICULTURAL T&E 

D040 ANIMAL HUSBANDRY T&E 

D060 FISHING & TRAPPING T&E 

FOOD T&E 
D100 FOOD PROCESSING T&E 

D120 FOOD SERVICE T&E 

D140 FORESTRY T&E 

D160 GLASS, PLASTICS, CLAYWORKING T&E 

D180 LEATHER, HORN, SHELLWORKING T&E 

D200 MASONRY & STONEWORKING T&E 

D220 METAL WORKING T&E 

D240 MINING & MINERAL HARVESTING T&E 

D260 PAINTING T&E 

D280 PAPERMAKING T&E 

D300 TEXTILEWORKING T&E 

D320 WOODWORKING T&E 

OTHER T&E FOR MATERIALS 

D550 BASKET, BROOM, BRUSH MAKING T&E 
D600 CIGAR MAKING T&E 
D650 LAPIDARY T&E 
D680 SOAPMAKING T&E 
D700 WIGMAKING T&E 

17 
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Category 05 
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

E020 ACOUSTICAL T&E 

ARMAMENT T&E 

E060 ARMAMENT, FIREARM 

E080 ARMAMENT, EDGED 

E l00 ARMAMENT, BLUDGEON 

E120 ARMAMENT, ARTILLERY 

E140 ARMAMENT, AMMUNITION 

E160 ARMAMENT, BODY ARMOR 

El 80 ARMAMENT ACCESSORY 

E200 ASTRONOMICAL T&E 

E220 BIOLOGICAL T&E 

E240 CHEMICAL T&E 

E260 CONSTRUCTION T&E 

E280 ELECTRICAL & MAGNETIC T&E 

E300 ENERGY PRODUCTION T&E 

E320 GEOLOGICAL T&E 

E340 MAINTENANCE T&E 

E360 MECHANICAL T&E 

E380 MEDICAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL T&E 

E400 MERCHANDISING T&E 

E420 METEOROLOGICAL T&E 

E440 NUCLEAR PHYSICS T&E 

E460 OPTICAL T&E 

E480 REGULATIVE & PROTECTIVE T&E 

E500 SURVEYING & NAVIGATIONAL T&E 

E520 THERMAL T&E 

E540 TIMEKEEPING T&E 

E560 WEIGHTS & MEASURES T&E 

E600 OTHER T&E FOR SCIENCE & 

TECHNOLOGY 

Category 06 
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION 

F020 DATA PROCESSING T&E 

F040 DRAFTING T&E 

F060 MUSICAL T&E 

F080 PHOTOGRAPHIC T&E 

F100 PRINTING T&E 

F120 SOUND COMMUNICATION T&E 

F140 TELECOMMUNICATION T&E 

F160 VISUAL COMMUNICATION T&E 

F180 WRITTEN COMMUNICATION T&E 

F500 OTHER T&E FOR COMMUNICATION 

Category 07 
DISTRIBUTION & TRANSPORTATION 

ARTIFACTS 

G020 CONTAINER 

AEROSPACE TRANSPORTATION 

G060 AEROSPACE TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

G080 AEROSPACE TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORY 

LAND TRANSPORTATION 

G120 LAND TRANSPORTATION, ANIMAL POWERED 

G140 LAND TRANSPORTATION, HUMAN POWERED 

G160 LAND TRANSPORTATION, MOTORIZED 

G180 LAND TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORY 

RAIL TRANSPORTATION 

G220 RAIL TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

G240 RAIL TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORY 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

G280 WATER TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 

G300 WATER TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORY 
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

Category 08 
COMMUNICATION ARTIFACTS 

H020 ADVERTISING MEDIUM 

H040 ART 

H060 CEREMONIAL ARTIFACT 

H080 DOCUMENTARY ARTIFACT 

H100 EXCHANGE MEDIUM 

HI20 PERSONAL SYMBOL 

Category 10 
UNCLASSIFIABLE ARTIFACTS 

J020 ARTIFACT REMNANT 

J040 FUNCTION UNKNOWN 

J060 MULTIPLE USE ARTIFACTS 

Category 09 
RECREATIONAL ARTIFACTS 

1020 GAME 

1040 PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT DEVICE 

1060 RECREATIONAL DEVICE 

1080 SPORTS EQUIPMENT 

1100 TOY 
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II 

DEFINITIONS OF THE CATEGORIES, 

CLASSES, AND SUBCLASSES 

(Adapted from Revised Nomenclature) 



Category 01 

STRUCTURES 

Artifacts originally created to define space for human activities or to be used as components of space-defining 
artifacts. 

A020 
BUILDING 

An artifact originally created primarily to provide or 
define a space with a controllable climate, usually 
through enclosure, for human activities. This classifica­
tion may include permanent structures, such as garages 
or office buildings, or portable structures, such as tents. 
This classification includes most human-made struc­
tures. Houses, barns, warehouses, train stations, and 
jails are all primarily intended to provide spaces that 
can be kept warm or cool and dry. Architectural sam­
ples integral to buildings, such as wall sections or roof 
sections, should be catalogued in this classification as 
parts of buildings. Separable, distinct, and interchange­
able components, such as doorknobs or window sashes, 
should be classified as BUILDING COMPONENT 
(A040). This classification includes interpretive models 
of buildinas. 

A040 
BUILDING COMPONENT 

An artifact originally created as a separate, distinct, and 
generally interchangeable structural or decorative part 
of a building (though such artifacts as hinges, for exam­
ple, can be used on non-building artifacts such as gates 
or tables). Though building components are distinct 

objects, they function as parts of larger structures rather 
than as independent units. This classification includes 
such things as mantels and window frames, but 
excludes parts of buildings or other structures that lack 
distinctiveness or interchangeability, such as roofs, 
chimneys, or joists. Also excluded from this classifica­
tion are parts of buildings that are not integral parts of a 
structure, such as furnishings, lighting devices, and 
plumbing fixtures, all of which are listed in the FUR­
NISHINGS category. 

A060 
SITE FEATURE 

An artifact originally created as a distinct element that 
is associated with a site, a building, or other structure. 
Rather than functioning simply as a part of a larger 
structure, a site feature is an independent entity that 
complements other structures. This classification 
includes such things as birdbaths, flagpoles, gates, and 
fences. 

A080 
OTHER STRUCTURE 

An artifact originally created primarily to modify the 
environment or landscape or to define a space for some 
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