
Caribou population decline begins 

Records show that the number of mountain caribou in Jasper used to 
be much larger and more widely distributed. In 197 4, John G. Stelfox, 
a wildlife biologist and researcher for the Canadian Wildlife Service, 
estimated there were at least 200 and as many as 650 caribou in the 
southern areas of Jasper National Park between 1915 and 1973. 
Since then, the population has dropped to less than 100. 
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Caribou populations are too small 

Over the past decade, Parks Canada has acted to reduce threats to caribou. 
Actions include reduced speed zones on roads, guidelines for aircraft and hikers, 
and restrictions on recreation and development in caribou habitat. Caribou habitat 
is closed in winter to prevent human trails from giving wolves easy access to the 
herds. Caribou research and monitoring is ongoing, using technologies like remote 
cameras, scat DNA analysis, and GPS radio collars. 



Rebuilding caribou populations 

Jasper National Park is a unique, protected place where mountain caribou may 
have the best chance of recovery. The best option to recover small caribou herds in 
Jasper is through a conservation breeding program, in collaboration with Indigenous 
partners and provincial governments. By rebuilding the dwindling herds of caribou in 
Jasper National Park, we will ensure the continued existence of some of the world's 
southernmost caribou. 
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