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Project Proposal: The Icefields Trail
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The Proposal
A new bike and walking trail along the Icefields
Parkway from Jasper to the Columbia Icefield.

With possible winter use along sections of the 
trail.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The proposal was announced in Budget 2016 in March 2016. 
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Parks Canada is committed to protecting 
ecological integrity, 

while also providing more opportunities for 
Canadians to experience the outdoors and 

learn about our environment and heritage.
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Public consultation and engagement is a key 
priority.

The Detailed Impact Analysis, along with 
input from public and partner consultations, 
will inform the decision on the overall project.
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Route selection
Users feel comfortable while enjoying 
views and nature

Maximize use of existing infrastructure

Minimize effects on natural/cultural resources

Connect existing day use areas, viewpoints and 
campgrounds

Minimize the number of crossings

Jonas Slide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proposed route was chosen to 
Ensure that users feel comfortable while enjoying views and nature

Maximize use of existing infrastructure
Minimize effects on natural and cultural resources
Minimize the number of crossings
Connect existing day use areas, viewpoints and campgrounds
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Proposed Route
109 km: Jasper – Wilcox Campground 

Over 95% in Outdoor Recreation Zone

Use existing trails and portions of old road 

Use existing bridges where possible

Athabasca River

Presenter
Presentation Notes



The Outdoor recreation Zone (Zone 4) accommodates a broad range of opportunities for understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the park’s heritage. Direct access by motorized vehicles is permitted. The Outdoor Recreation Zone includes frontcountry facilities and the rights-of-way along park roads. 

Approximately 7 km will be in the Wilderness Zone (Zone 2), on previously disturbed land using old road.
We are not proposing to use old road everywhere it exists, to reduce potential human wildlife conflict, to avoid unstable terrain and to improve the visitor experience. 

We would minimize the building of new bridges. The trail would cross on the existing Athabasca River bridge in the photo. 
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Proposed Route

Presenter
Presentation Notes
109 km, Jasper – Wilcox Campground 

The trail starts in Jasper and follows Hazel Ave/Hwy 93A to join the Icefields Parkway at Alpine Village

It follows the east side of Icefields Parkway for the majority of the route. 

Proposed alignment on west side:
Athabasca Falls to Mt Christie picnic area
Tangle Hill

Crossings will be level crossings with appropriate signage and markings. 

Level crossings are planned to attractions and accommodations on the opposite side of the road. 
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Old Road
Built in 1930s, (partly) paved

Abandoned in 1960s

Not rehabilitated; pavement and some 
infrastructure still in place

Using approx. 10 km

Mainly in Beauty Flats, 85 km south of Jasper

Beauty Flats

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much of the old road was a narrow corridor through the forest, with poor views compared to the new road, but in the Beauty Flats it is in the open, on the edge of the forest. It avoids the flood plain and wetlands that the new road traverses. Between Beauty Flats and the Glacier Skywalk it avoids steep grades, and steep slopes beside the highway. 

At Jonas Slide, it provides an existing, already disturbed (the pavement is still there) route through the slide area, avoiding a wetland and the sensitive slide area. 

In other areas, there are short sections of old road (100-500 m) running close to the new highway that can be used. 
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Beauty Flats

Map of trail through Beauty Flats

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map of the trail through Beauty Flats, making use of the old road where appropriate. The trail runs through an old gravel pit to avoid a section of forest, and to improve views. It also avoids a densely forested section at km 137 to reduce the possibility of human-wildlife conflict, to avoid two creeks requiring bridges, and to improve views. 
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Proposed 
Layout

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Build on edge of natural forest
Clear underbrush close to trail to reduce human wildlife conflict
Snow throw zone is 15-20m; building outside this zone allows for winter use. 




Trail alignment

Natural forest

Secondary regrowth 
Cut when road was 
built in the 1950s

Proposed alignment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Edge of natural forest may be best alignment for trail:
It generally provides a good visitor experience with views on one side, and the sense of wilderness on the other side 
It is close enough to the road to provide a sense of security, and easy access to assistance if required
The open area provides better sightlines for wildlife 
It reduces the overall footprint of the trail as it is on the edge of the existing road right of way
It minimizes impact on grizzly bear habitat security and critical caribou habitat.
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Design
• Build for speed of 30 km/hr. 

 - Use traffic calming

• Sightlines for ~40 m of view ahead 

• Hardened surface

Banff Legacy Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
general speed of touring bikes on the flats is about 20-25 km/hr, road bikes are faster
This gives cyclists travelling at 30 km/hr about 4-5 seconds of vision ahead, which is important to avoid human-bear conflicts. Longer sightlines are preferred if possible. 
Snow throw zone is 15-20 m; building outside this zone allows for spring and winter use. Plus snow falls occasionally in summer and fall. 

Photo: Legacy Trail near Banff
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Banff Legacy Trail

Banff Legacy Trail – partly in forest and partly in open
Along edge of forestOpen terrain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The photos show how the Legacy Trail between Banff and Canmore takes advantage of the natural terrain. It is not a straight line, but winds its way around obstacles and natural features. 
It is also located along the edge of the forest. 
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Visitor experience
• Minimize road crossings

• Connect existing facilities

• Take advantage of new viewpoints

• Plan for interpretative stops

Goats and Glaciers viewpoint



15

Seeking feedback 
on three themes:
• Environmental Considerations

• Trail Design and Alignment

• Recreational Use and Tourism

Jonas Slide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There will be stations for each of the themes, with additional details. 
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Item Dates

Part 1: Public/Indigenous consultation - Input for drafting DIA March 1 –
April 24, 2017

Drafting DIA for Part 2 of consultations – Incorporate Part 1 comments May – July, 
2017

Part 2: Public/Indigenous consultation – review draft DIA
- Draft Detailed Impact Analysis (including considering consultations)

available for public and Indigenous review, available both in hard copy 
and online

mid July –
mid August 
2017

Decision on Detailed Impact Analysis September 
2017

Next Steps
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All feedback is welcome

Photo credits: 
Ryan Bray /©Parks Canada

Rogier Gruys /©Parks Canada
Kevin Gedling /©Parks Canada

Nicole Gaboury /©Parks Canada
Rogier Gruys
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