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CHAPTER I 

JASPER NATIONAL PARK 

GENERAL CHARACTER 

To make the wild places of the land sacred, keeping 
the streams pure, and planting fresh blooms along their 
edges; to preserve the air crystalline and without taint— 
sparing all living creatures as far as possible rather than 
destroying them—to do all this in singleness of heart were 
indeed to open up riches for mankind of which few dream. 

—Edward Carpenter. 

TO make some share of " the wild places of the land sacred," 
is the avowed object of the national parks. Everywhere else 
the continent over, the swift tideof civilization rushes onward; 

the land our fathers knew disappears; the ancient forests fall before 
the lumberman; waterfalls are impoverished to turn the wheels of 
industry; the wild game is driven ever farther and farther back. 
But within the boundaries of the great national reservations lie a 
few thousand square miles, safe and inviolate, so far as it is 
within the power of man, from change and invasion. Of these 
national possessions in Canada the greatest is Jasper Park. 

With the building of the transcontinental railways across 
the Yellowhead pass, a new door was opened to the Canadian 
Rockies, a new and wonderful alpine district was made accessible 
to beauty lovers of the world. Yet unlike many other parts of 
the mountains, this was no unknown region. The steel rails from 
Edmonton to the Divide had re-traced two of the oldest and most 
travelled trails across the mountain fastnesses the highways of 
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Jasper National Park. 

the fur trade in its most glorious days, routes rich in history and 
romance and famous in the literature of a century. Here for over 
fifty years went the explorer and fur trader, the pioneer missionary, 
scientist and art is t ; fighting their way across the snows of the 
Athabaska Pass to the Columbia, or up the stony valley of the 
Miet te to the "Leather pass, as the Yellowhead summit was 
first called. In spite of the toils and perils of the journey many of 
these early travellers found time to record their impressions and 
adventures in a journal. These pages, written by weary men, 
by the dim light of a wilderness campfire, form some of the most 
fascinating volumes of Canadian literature, and paint for a less 
heroic generation, a vivid picture of those earlier days. 

With the dwindling of the fur t rade the glory of the "Atha­
baska Trail ' departed. The picturesque cavalcades, with their 
bales of costly furs—led by dignified and often titled officers— 
disappeared. The jingling horse bells, the skirl of the pipes, the 
jests and gay song of the voyageur, which had set the wilderness 
ringing twice a year, no longer started the mountain echoes. 
The rival posts were deserted and fell to ruins; the bands of 
Indian hunters and half-breeds sought other hunting grounds and 
only an occasional explorer, scientist or trapper followed the half 
obliterated trails. 

The project of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway revived 
interest in the Yellowhead pass, which surveyors half a century 
before had pointed out as one of the lowest and most easily 
accessible routes for a railway across the Rockies. As soon as 
the location of the new road by this route was decided upon, 
before even a steel rail had been laid through the mountain gate­
way, the Canadian Government set aside a great reservation 
from the foothills to the Divide as a perpetual possession of the 
people under the name of "Jasper National Park . " To-day, this 
beautiful mountain region, redolent of many deeds tha t have 
gone to the upbuilding of Canada, has become one of the great 
playgrounds of the continent. Year by year increasing thousands 
are turning to it for rest and recreation, finding among its glorious 
ranges and by its exquisite lakes continual stores of joy and 
health, fresh inspirations and renewal of life. 

Extent. 
" T o give room for wandering was it, said Goethe, " t h a t 

the world was made so wide," and upon the same gracious 
principle have the boundaries of this great reserve been laid out. 
Its area comprises 5,380 square miles—a region larger than some 
European kingdoms—and more than half the total area set aside 
in Canada 's national scenic reserves. One could spend many 
summers exploring its charted and uncharted valleys and still 
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Extent 

not have seen all the wonders the park has to offer. Its bound­
aries extend roughly from the foothills on the east to the Great 
Divide of the Rockies on the west, and from the northern limits 
of Rocky Mountains or Banff National Park on the south to the 
fifty-third parallel on the north. 

A peerless playground, surely! Retained for the use, benefit 
and enjoyment of the people for all time. A region of superb 
mountain grandeur where peak after peak lifts its frosty head 

Glacier Lake, base of Mount Forbes 

above the clouds, where the remnants of the last great Ice Age 
still lie in thick fields upon the shoulders of the mountains and 
flow down in slow frozen rivers or leaping green streams to the 
valleys below; a region of tremendous distances, of high water­
falls, deep canyons, and black upsoaring cliffs; yet a region, too, 
of green loveliness, of grassy valleys and thick pine forests, of 
emerald alplands bright with flowers, of lakes, pure and brilliant 
in colour as precious gems. An animal paradise, too, with guarded 
frontiers, from which the vandal and the destroyer are shut out, 
where many thousands of wild creatures roam, unmolested and 
unmolesting, learning a new relationship with man. 

A great par t of the reserve is as wild as when the white man 
first entered the Athabasca portals. The few motor roads have 
been restricted to the main valleys, with short lateral extensions to 
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Jasper National Park. 

Maligne canyon, mount Edi th Cavell and Pyramid lake. At Jasper 
itself, one finds many of the refinements of civilization—excellent 
hotels, good roads, a superb golf course, doctors, hospitals, banks 
and shops. But away from these necessary provisions for the 
comfort and convenience of visitors, the primitive mountain 
solitudes stretch for miles in all directions and one may travel for 
weeks without sight of another human being. From Jasper an 
extensive system of trails radiates in all directions and many of 
the most beautiful regions, such as Tonquin valley, mount Robson, 
the Athabaska falls, the Snake Indian valley, and Maligne lake, 
can be visited in from one to seven days by pony-back. A system 
of over-night camps also enables the visitor to see the most out­
standing regions without the use of a pack train, thus lessening 
both the time and expense involved. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PARK 

Jasper Park, as it s tands a t present, extends in the form of a 
long irregular parallelogram along the eastern slope of the Rockies 
and comprises the upper drainage basins of the Athabaska and the 
North Saskatchewan. Cutt ing through the centre of more than 
three-fourths of this entire region, from the Columbia Ice-field 
on the south to the northeastern boundary of the park, lies the 
wide central valley of the Athabaska, the "Mistahay-shakaw-
seepee," or "Grea t River of the Woods," as the Indians call it. 
This great stream, which becomes one of the most important 
rivers of the plains, has its birth in the snows of the Columbia Ice­
field. Augmented by many tributaries, it flows first northwest, 
then almost due north, as far as Jasper townsite. Here it is 
deflected a little to the east, following a general northeasterly 
course to the plains, where, after more than two thousand miles 
of travel, by way of the Slave and the Mackenzie, its waters 
finally reach the distant Arctic ocean. 

South of the Columbia ice-field the Nor th Saskatchewan river 
gathers up the drainage of the whole east slope of the Rockies as 
far as Bow pass on the northern boundary of the Rocky Mountains 
or Banff National Park. For a distance of about fifteen 
miles, as far as Pipestone pass, the two great reserves adjoin, 
virtually forming, from both the tourist and game preservation 
points of view, one huge playground of over eight thousand 
square miles. 

The vast mountain kingdom which forms Jasper park is 
made up of a series of roughly parallel mountain chains running 
from southeast to northwest. Seen from the air, the ranges 
appear like a succession of great ear th folds, or better, like giant 
combers, lashed and broken into points, foaming up along the 
Divide into perpetual snows and frozen into eternal immobility. 
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General Characteristics 

Between each pair of ranges run long and usually contracted 
valleys, each with its turbulent, boulder-strewn stream, which 
flows down laden with silt to join the main river. Across the 
ranges run three main valleys the Athabaska, the Brazeau and 
the North Saskatchewan each cutt ing a notch in the outer wall 
of the Rockies, though the two last are soon to unite. 

On the east the mountains rise abruptly from the plains to a 
height of from 6,000 to 7,000 feet. Boule Roche and Roche a 

Mount Athabaska and Saskatchewan Icefield 

Perdrix, which stand guard one on each side of the gateway like 
Calpe and Abyla, the two pillars of Hercules, are, roughly, 4,000 
feet above the valley, which has an elevation here of 3,283 feet. 
Westward the ranges rise in alti tude, reaching their greatest 
average height in the vicinity of the Columbia Ice-field. This 
great region marks the culmination of the snow and ice deposits 
of the Rockies. More than a dozen peaks of first magnitude 
surround it and although the loftiest peak mount Robson (12,972 
feet)—is found north of the Yellowhead pass, the Columbia ice­
field region must be regarded as the true climax of the Rocky 
mountains system. 

The majestic proportions of the noble valley of the Atha­
baska give to the landscape an aspect of breadth and spaciousness 



Jasper National Park. 

which is one of the first characteristics to strike the visitor on 
entering the park. Because of the distance to which they are 
removed, the mountains which guard each side of the valley do 
not threaten. Softened by the slight haze they look down upon 
its smiling greenness like friendly guardians, while the valley, 
itself, stretching out to the gateway of the prairies, seems to open 
its arms wide in a sort of splendid generosity, as if it would welcome 
the whole world within. 

Lac Beau vert 

This wonderful valley alone, from Pocahontas to the Atha-
baska falls, would make a great playground, and it is this part of 
the park with which the general tourist first becomes familiar. 
Yet it forms only a sort of open court in the main edifice. East , 
west, north and south lie even greater regions, unsurpassed in 
any other part of the Rockies for thrilling grandeur and stark 
impressiveness. The Maligne and Brazeau country; the Fortress 
lake region and the Columbia ice-field and the little-explored 
region to the south; the newly opened Whirlpool sector; the 
tremendous " R a m p a r t s " along the crest of the Divide which line 
the whole western boundary of the Tonquin valley; the splendidly 
wild and rugged area to the nor th—par t of which is yet un­
explored and has been seen only from an aeroplane—there is 
nothing to surpass these in any par t of the Canadian mountains. 
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Origin of Name 

Lakes. 
One of the chief characteristics of the park is the variety 

and beauty of its mountain lakes. Near Jasper itself, set in 
the wide park-like benches on each side of the Athabaska, there 
are at least a dozen of them crystalline jewels reflecting almost 
every hue, from the pale topaz of Chrome lake, the lapis lazuli and 
sapphire of Patricia and Pyramid, the vivid emerald of Beauvert , 
to the fire-like opal tints of lake Edi th. Far ther away are others, 
each beautiful in its own way: Medicine and Jacques lakes, 
Cavell lake, the Amethyst lakes in Tonquin valley, Brazeau lake 
to the south and Twin Tree lake to the north. Largest and per­
haps supreme among them all in beauty is Maligne lake, which has 
already taken its place among the great landscapes of the world. 

Canyons. 

Outstanding, too, are the number and depth of the canyons, 
each with its turbulent stream and often a fine waterfall as well. 
Maligne and Athabaska canyons, the Rocky river, Fiddle creek 
and Ogre canyons to the east, the Snake Indian canyon with its 
magnificent fall, are among the most spectacular and the best 
known but there are many others, some of them perhaps equally 
fine, but inaccessible until further trails are built. 

Name. 

The name "Jasper" is one long associated with the region. 
For many years the Athabaska valley, from the eastern gate 
of the Rockies as far as what is now the town of Jasper, was 
known as the "Jasper Valley." Early writers refer to the two 
guardian peaks which flank the eastern entrance as the "Jasper 
Por ta ls ," while the shallow lake formed by the widening of the 
river was called then, as it is to-day, "Jasper Lake." 

Local legends declare tha t the name was derived from a 
certain Jasper Haws, Hawes or Hawse—the name is variously 
spelt in the old records—who was in charge of the Hudson s Bay 
Company 's post a t the north end of Brule lake from about the 
year 1813. Jasper Hawse has often been confused with Joseph 
Howse, another officer of the Great Company about the same 
time. Howse was sent to the North Saskatchewan in 1809 to 
investigate the movements of David Thompson and his name 
persists in Howse pass, Thompson's first route to the Columbia. 
Later he returned to Scotland and won some scientific recognition 
by publishing a grammar of the Cree language. Hawse, it is said, 
came up originally from Missouri, with his Indian wife and a 
large family of children on an independent trapping and trading 
expedition, afterwards becoming at tached to the Company. On 
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Jasper National Park. 

the old maps the name of the post first appears as Jasper s House, 
later as Jasper House. There are grounds for believing, too, 
tha t Hawse was the "Te te J a u n e " or "Yellow-head," who gave 
his name to Yellowhead pass and Tete Jaune Cache, B.C. After 
leaving the company he seems to have resumed trapping on his 
own account and to have used this cache for storing his furs and 
surplus supplies. Finally, legend says, yielding to the trapper 's 
eternal wanderlust, he started with his family by raft on the 
hazardous journey down the Fraser and perished with them in 
one of its treacherous rapids. 

Why he should have so impressed himself on the whole 
region there is little to show. Was it, one wonders, something 
in the character and temperament of the man which accounted 
for this wide and almost affectionate use of his Christian name? 
Was "Hawse s House" too much of a mouthful, or did the word 
Jasper carry a suggestion which fitted the beauty of this wonder­
ful region with its shining river in the midst of it, and which caused 
the name to fix itself in men's minds? There are no records which 
afford a satisfactory explanation. Hawse remains an almost 
legendary figure, immortalized by his unusual Christian name. 

When the creation of a national park was under consideration 
in 1907 several designations were suggested, of which "Athabaska 
park" and "Jasper park" were the most favoured. The choice 
finally fell, most happily in the belief of many, upon Jasper park. 

Climate and Seasons. 

Visitors often ask what is the best season in which to visit 
the mountains. It is a question to which there is no general 
answer. To lovers of the Canadian mountains every season has 
its own beauty. Spring with its rush of melting snows and 
brilliant flowers, the long temperate summer with its abundant 
sunshine, au tumn with its windless days and glory of colour, 
the shining majesty of winter—each brings its special delight. 

From the first of June to about the fifteenth of September 
in Jasper park the weather is usually delightful for outdoor enjoy­
ment. Thunderstorms are rare and the absence of reptile pests— 
no poisonous snakes of any kind are found in the park—the com­
parative freedom from mosquitoes, all add to the comfort of 
outdoor life. The moderately low alti tude of the Athabaska 
valley, too, compared with many other parts of the Rockies, 
makes it possible for many to enjoy Jasper who find the higher 
regions too trying. The average temperature during the day 
registers 65° to 75° F . ; the nights are always cool. The long 
twilights, with the pale yellow of the afterglow lingering behind 
the peaks, sometimes for hours after the sun has gone, lengthen 
the day's enjoyment. And even when full darkness comes the 
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Climate 

east will hold tha t ghostly glimmer of these northern lat i tudes, 
which is known as the "false dawn." 

Whatever the season the greatest charm of a mountain land­
scape remains its constant variableness. Like the sea the peaks 
never appear the same for two days or even two hours together. 
Clouds, sunshine and changing light weave over them their 
infinite mutat ions. Sunrise and sunset, moonlight, clear, dark 
nights bright with stars, rain, mist and even the brief snowstorm 
of midsummer—each brings its own particular beauty to the 
mountain world. 

Sometimes on awakening in the morning one will find the 
peaks standing out under a grey sky, cold and hard as facts, 
depressing in their terrible immensity. Yet wait but an hour or 
two and a change of light or temperature may work a magical 
transformation! The cold greys will melt into mauves, soft 
olives and airy rose ; the mountains will seem to lift them­
selves into the air, to soar upwards; to take on an aerial substance 
as if they were merely tethered to the earth, not pressing down 
upon it in million-tonned masses, but poised and graceful, verit­
able creatures of the upper air like the clouds themselves. 

On the eastern slope of the Rockies there is usually little 
rainfall. I t is a land of abundant sunshine, a sunshine tha t pours 
down over peak and valley in a prismatic radiance characteristic 
of this northern clime. The air, winnowed from every stain of 
dust and impurity, charged with ozone and with healing odors 
from hundreds of miles of pine forests, cooled by snow peak and 
glacier, has an electric quality tha t makes one veritably glad to 
be alive. One comes expecting to " res t" indefinitely, but after a 
few days, "detoxinated" by the sunshine and fresh air, is ready 
to walk, ride, golf, swim or climb mountains with a zest in physical 
exertion tha t is almost unbelievable. 
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CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL 

THE ATHABASKA TRAIL 

Down the edges, through the passes, up the mountain steep. 
Conquering, holding, daring, venturing. 

Pioneers! O pioneers! 
—Walt Whitman. 

So great have been the changes and developments in Western 
Canada in the last hundred years that the traveller of to-day, 
who glides at his ease in pullman or motor car along the noble 
Athabaska valley, can scarcely picture the conditions existing a 
century ago or imagine the hardships and sufferings endured by 
those adventurous spirits who followed the old Athabaska trail. 
Many of them were men of refinement and education, accustomed 
to an ordered and cultured life in older lands, yet they bore 
uncomplainingly, even cheerfully, fatigues, labours and privations 
which are little short of amazing to us to-day. While the quest 
of the fur traders was commercial gain still its best officers were 
actuated, not by this lure only but by tha t undying spirit of 
adventure, tha t impulse to dare the most intractable wilds, which 
has carried the British flag into so many of the remote places of 
the earth. Some of these pioneers were servants of science, ar t 
or religion, serving with a devotion nothing short of heroic the 
cause to which they were at tached. In the story of the opening 
up of the Canadian West, and the conquering of the almost 
insuperable barrier of the mountains, the names of these first 
adventurers must ever hold an honoured and enduring place. 
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Opening of the Farthest West 

The Opening of the Farthest West. 

I t was more than two hundred years from the time of the 
landing of Jacques Cartier before the tide of exploration, rolling 
ever farther west, reached the great facade of the Rockies, which 
stretched across the whole western boundary of the prairies like 
a gigantic and impassable wall. Here for many years further 
advance halted. Wha t lay beyond those grey peaks and glittering 
crests was a mat ter of only vague and wild surmise. There were 
rumours of trackless forests, wild beasts and savage tribes, and of 
some great blue water beyond, which de la Verendrye believed, 
would be found to be the China sea. 

The discoveries of Cook, Gray and Vancouver in the latter 
part of the eighteenth century, revealed the t ru th about the 
Pacific and fired men's minds with stories of a region rich as the 
Indies in potentialities of wealth. Rumours of the wonderful 
peltries of the coast, particularly of the Sea Otter, which brought 
fabulous prices in China, ran around the globe. By 1 792 there 
were twenty-one vessels under different flags plying the western 
coast. The Russian American Company, with headquarters a t 
Sitka, was seeking to gain control of the northern trade and 
private enterprises of many kinds were reaping a rich harvest 
farther south. 

Meanwhile the struggle for the control of the inland fur trade, 
in the rich region from the Great Lakes to the Rockies, grew ever 
fiercer. The active and intrepid agents of the Northwest Com­
pany, pushing ahead of their great rivals, the Hudson's Bay 
Company, were extending their territory to the north and south 
and finally into the mountains themselves. In 1 793, Sir Alexander 
MacKenzie, the daring and indomitable partner of the Northwest 
Company, fought his way, after incredible hardships, to the 
Peace and Fraser, thence overland and down the Bella Coola 
river to the Pacific. Other partners pushed south and west along 
the Saskatchewan, establishing a line of posts. In 1803 a confer­
ence was held a t Fort William to discuss plans for the extension of 
the company s operations to the west of the Rockies with a view 
to anticipating possible occupation and claims on the part of 
United States explorers to this territory. The carrying out of these 
plans was assigned to two remarkable men, Simon Fraser and David 
Thompson, both of whom played no small par t in the destiny of 
Canada, and it was largely owing to their discoveries, tha t the 
country north of the 49th parallel remained British territory. In 1805 
Fraser travelled from lake Athabaska up the Peace. Crossing 
the mountains he discovered and explored McLeod lake, Stuar t 
river and lake and penetrated to Fraser lake, establishing posts 
as he went. In 1807 he received letters urging him to explore 
the main Columbia to the ocean so as to forestall any other 
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occupation. In consequence the following spring he undertook 
the perilous journey down the river which now bears his name 
and which was believed to be a main t r ibutary of the Columbia. 
After incredible difficulties he reached a river flowing from the 
northwest which he named in honour of his colleague, David 
Thompson, and after suffering difficulties and hardships that would 
have turned back a less resolute man, finally reached the sea. 

Dacid Thompson 

Thompson was also a man of remarkable powers and is 
admittedly one of the finest geographers this continent has 
known. He was a Welshman by birth, and had been first at tached 
to the Hudson's Bay Company, but he had fallen out with the 
older company because they objected to his making surveys and 
trading a t the same time. Joining the Northwest Company in 
1 797, he found himself in a more congenial atmosphere where his 
efforts to obtain exact knowledge of the country, instead of being 
frowned upon, were encouraged. Thompson's work involved 
something over fifty thousand miles of travel, sometimes on 
horseback, but generally in canoe or on foot. Mr . J. B. Tyrell, 
Editor of Thompson's "Nar ra t ive , " points out that with very 
imperfect instruments, and under extraordinarily difficult con­
ditions, "he placed on the map the main routes of travel in one 
million two hundred thousand square miles of Canada and five 
hundred thousand square miles of the United S ta tes . " His 
early maps, checked since by our best geographers, have been 
found to be remarkably correct. 

In 1807 Thompson, who was in charge of the Upper Saskat­
chewan posts, achieved the crossing of the Rockies through what 
is now Howse pass, and explored the Columbia and Kootenay 
regions. In the next two or three years he seems to have made 
several crossings by this route. In 1809 the Hudson s Bay 
Company, learning of the activities of their former employee in 
advancing the trade of their rivals, despatched Joseph Howse, a 
writer in their employ, to ascertain Thompson's movements and 
how far he had gone. The next year Howse crossed the pass, to 
which his name has since clung, and reached the Columbia. 
Alarmed, however, a t the hostility of the Piegan and Flathead 
Indians, he remained only one year and the following spring, 
with the other servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, left the 
Columbia, abandoning the t rade of the region to their rivals. 

In 1810 the Piegans had intercepted Thompson's brigade in 
the mountains and his men had fled for their lives back down the 
river. Angry at the supposed furnishing of supplies to their 
enemies, the Indians had determined to close Howse pass to 
white traders. Thompson, however, was a man of determination 
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and resource. Learning of a pass a t the source of the Athabaska, 
over which it was said a par ty of freemen under J. Henry had 
crossed a few years before, he volunteered to make a search for 
a new route to the Columbia. His proposal was favourably 
received, the more so probably because of the report of the form­
ation of a new fur company to the south which made it seem ad­
visable that he should publicly claim for Great Britain the country 
in which his posts were situated. This new organization was the 
Pacific Fur Company founded by John Jacob Astor, of New York. 

Astor's project was a bold and adventurous one. It involved 
nothing less than the capture of the entire fur traffic from the 
Great Lakes to the Pacific, and the building up of a t rade with 
China—then the best market for furs—by way of the Sandwich 
islands. A trading post was to be planted a t the mouth of the 
Columbia, which Astor hoped might prove the nucleus of a power­
ful state. Before taking action, however, he approached the 
Northwest Company and suggested tha t they should co-operate 
with him in the enterprise. T h a t company refused and Astor 
determined to a t t empt the project alone. Believing tha t the 
prospects of success would be greater if he could obtain the 
services of men accustomed to the fur trade, he approached 
several Canadians in Montreal and was successful in securing 
four partners. These were Alex. McKay, a bold and enterprising 
man who had been with Sir Alexander MacKenzie on his overland 
journey to the Pacific, Duncan McDougal of the Northwest 
Company, and Robert and David Stuart . He also engaged a 
number of Canadian boatmen or voyageurs and several young 
men as clerks, also from Montreal . 

In September, 1810, Astor's ship, the Tonquin, a vessel of 
about 300 tons, commanded by Capt . Jona than Thorn, set sail 
from New York. She carried a crew of twenty-one men, thirty-
three passengers, as well as lumber and equipment for the building 
of new posts and provisions for one year. Among the passengers 
were the four partners, eleven clerks—eight of whom were from 
Canada, including Gabriel Franchere and Alex. Ross—seven 
French-Canadian boatmen, and several artisans for the new posts. 
According to the plan another vessel was to be sent out each 
year with men and provisions, which was to collect the furs 
gathered a t the posts and carry them across to China and there 
take on a cargo of Oriental goods for the New York market . 
Astor's prospects of success were the greater owing to the fact 
tha t as the Chinese trade was comprised in the monopoly of the 
East India Company the Northwest Company could not ship 
furs to China. Thus all the pelts the Northwest Company 
secured west of the mountains had to be brought back overland 
by the long and precarious journey to Montreal . 
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While the Tonquin was slowly beating up the Patagonia 
coast, Thompson set out to find the new pass. Having left 
Boggy Hall, on the Saskatchewan, he travelled northward to 
the Athabaska and thence along its bank to somewhere near the 
mouth of the Miet te . An entry in his journal reads:— 

"January 5th. Thermometer—26 below, very cold. Having secured 
the goods and provisions we could not take with us, by 1 1 a.m. set off with 
eight Sleds, to each two dogs, with goods and Provisions to cross the Mount­
ains and three Horses to assist us as far as the depth of the Snow will permit. 
We are entering the defiles of the Rocky Mountains by the Athabaska River, 
the woods of Pine are stunted, full of Branches to the ground, and the Aspin, 
Willow, not much better; strange to say, there is a strong belief that the 
haunt of the Mammoth, is about this defile, I questioned several, none could 
positively say, they had seen him, but their belief 1 found firm and not to be 
shaken." 

Reaching Prairie de la Vache, a few miles south of the present 
town of Jasper, they left the horses behind and proceeded on 
snowshoes with the dogs up the Whirlpool Valley to the Atha­
baska Pass. 

On the 10th of January Thompson writes:— 
"A day of snow and southerly gale of wind, the afternoon fine, the view 

now before us was an ascent of deep snow, in all appearance to the height of 
land between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 11 was to me a most exhilarating 
sight, but to my uneducated men a dreadful sight, they had no scientific 
object in view, their feelings were of the place they were." 

Reaching the height of land they passed an uneasy night 
without sufficient wood to make a fire. He continues:— 

"My men were the most hardy that could be picked out of a hundred 
brave hardy men, but the scene of desolation before us was dreadful, and I 
knew it. A heavy gale of wind, much more a mountain storm, would have 
buried us beneath it, but thank God the weather was fine." 

On January 18 Thompson's par ty reached the Big Bend of 
the Columbia, but four of his men having deserted him a few 
miles up the river, he thought it unwise to go farther, and decided 
to spend the rest of the winter there, building a canoe for the 
ascent of the Columbia to its headwaters the following spring.1 

In the meantime the Tonquin, after a somewhat eventful 
voyage, had arrived in April a t the mouth of the Columbia and 
had taken possession of the territory in the name of the United 
States. Mr. Astor's plans were brilliant and carefully thought 
out in every detail bu t the unfortunate temper of the men selected 
to carry them out defeated his excellent intentions. Captain 
Thorn appears to have been a capable naval officer, but his 
irascible temper and unfortunate egotism made him disregard 
both the spirit and the letter of Mr. Astor's injunctions. 

1 This occupation gave two names to the locality. Canoe River and Boat Encampment. 
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I t had been arranged that the Tonquin was to proceed up 
the coast on a trading excursion and on returning to take what 
furs had been collected to Canton, there to secure a cargo of 
Chinese goods for New York. After seeing the new post "Astor ia" 
well begun, the vessel set sail and started up the west coast. 
When near Nootka Harbour, however, Captain Thorn aroused 
the hostility of the natives by killing one of their principal men 
whom he had caught in a pet ty theft. The incensed Indians 
planned immediate revenge. On pretense of trading, one boat 

Oldfort Hill 

after another, full of savages with concealed weapons approached 
the Tonquin and although Mr. Astor had issued strict injunctions 
not to permit more than a few natives on board at one time. 
Captain Thorn treated with contempt the suggestions of danger 
made by other members of the party. When all were aboard, a t 
a concerted signal, the natives uttered their war cry, and sprang 
upon the white men. Mr. McKay , the only partner on board, was 
mortally wounded. Captain Thorn himself killed, and the heroic 
crew gradually overpowered. Finally only three or four remained 
on board and these set fire to the powder magazine destroying 
not only some scores of their enemies but the ship as well. 

In the meantime the little colony of Astoria, in charge of 
Duncan McDougall, was making what headway it could, and here 
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on July 15, 1811, arrived David Thompson to find the United 
States flag flying over the little fort a t the river's mouth. Thomp­
son seems to have anticipated such a possibility, for according 
to Franchere, he brought with him a letter from the Hon. Wm. 
McGillivray, the head of the Northwest Company, stating tha t 
the company would abandon their posts on the west side of the 
mountains and not enter into competition there, provided Mr. 
Astor's company would engage not to encroach upon the com­
merce of the Northwest Company on the east side. Thompson was 
courteously received, and after a week's stay took his way back 
to the bend of the Columbia, where early in September he was 
met by Wm. Henry who had crossed the Athabaska pass with 
supplies. During the au tumn Thompson, too, crossed the pass 
to Henry 's camp and returned. In May of the next year he 
travelled back east across the pass, with one hundred and twenty 
packs of furs—probably about six thousand skins—for the 
Montreal market . 

This was Thompson s last trip. He spent the remaining years 
of his life in seclusion with his family in Eastern Canada. He 
died a t Longeuil, and lies buried in Mount Royal cemetery, 
Montreal . Henry s camp, which appears to have been built 
under Thompson's directions as a depot of supplies, stood on the 
shore of the Athabaska near a rocky hill or promontory, now 
Oldfort Hill, across from the present town of Jasper, and was the 
first "Henry House" or "Old For t " referred to by subsequent 
writers. 

The fortunes of the ill-fated colony of Astoria, the disobedi­
ence of orders which took the second ship, the Beaver, to China, 
the loss of the Lark., the third vessel sent out by Mr. Astor, and 
the final outbreak of the war of 1812, which compelled the com­
pany finally to sell out to the Northwest Company—cannot be 
told here. They are to be found in three fascinating books, 
Washington Irving's "Astoria ," "Voyage to the Northwest 
Coast of America," by Franchere, and "Adventures on the 
Columbia, ' by Ross Cox. 

Gabriel Franchere 

Franchere's book contains, too, an interesting account of 
the crossing of the Athabaska pass. The author was a French 
Canadian youth of good education from Montreal, who, fired by 
the stories of the great wealth of the West Coast, and with a 
youthful spirit of adventure, had applied for a position as clerk 
with the Astor expedition. His intelligent interest in new lands 
and customs inspired him to keep a diary, an indication of literary 
tastes which aroused the scorn of the irascible Captain Thorn 
during the voyage, but has earned the undying gratitude of 
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later generations. Although the journal was kept only with the 
intention of interesting his immediate friends, some years after 
Franchere's return to Montreal, he was induced to print it in 
French. Later its charming Defoe-like quali ty at t racted interest, 
and in 1854 the book was translated into English by J . V. Hunt ­
ingdon and has become one of the classics of Canadian literature. 

After the taking over of Astoria by the Northwest Company, 
Franchere severed his connection with the enterprise. On April 
4, 1814, with a number of other members of the colony, he left 
Astoria and returned overland by way of the Columbia and the 
Athabaska pass. The Brigade, he tells us, consisted of ten 
canoes, five of bark and five of cedar, each carrying seven men as 
crew and two passengers, or ninety persons in all, under the 
command of John McDonald of Gar th . On May 14 the party 
reached the Committee 's Punch Bowl, a small lake which lies in 
the centre of the famous pass. Writing of this, Franchere says:— 

"This lake, or rather these lakes (for there are three) are situated in the 
midst of the valley or cup of the mountains. On either side were immense 
glaciers, or ice-bound rocks, on which the rays of the setting sun reflected the 
most beautiful prismatic colours. One of these icy peaks was like a fortress 
of rock; it rose perpendicularly some fifteen or eighteen hundred feet above 
the level of the lakes, and had the summit covered with ice. Mr. J. I lenry. 
who first discovered the pass gave this extraordinary rock the name of Mc-
Gillivray's Rock, in honour of one of the partners of the Northwest Company. 

"Having cut a large pile of wood, and having, by tedious labour for 
nearly an hour, got through the ice to the clear water of the lake on which we 
were encamped, we supped frugally on pounded maize, arranged our bivouac 
and passed a pretty good night, though it was bitterly cold." 

The next day they reached Prairie de la Vache or Buffalo 
Prairie and came to the site of Wm. Henry 's camp at what is 
now Jasper. 

" In the evening we camped on the margin of a verdant plain which the 
guide informed us was called Coro prairie. We had met in the course of the 
day several buffalo tracks, and a number of the bones of that quadruped 
bleached by time. 

"Arriving at an elevated promontory or cape [Old fort Hill] our guide 
made us turn back in order to pass it at its most accessible point. We all 
presently arrived at an old house which the traders of the Northwest Com­
pany had once constructed but which had been abandoned for some four or 
five years. The site of this trading post is the most charming that can be 
imagined: suffice it to say that it is built on the bank of the beautiful River 
Athabaska and is surrounded by green and smiling prairies and superb wood­
lands; Pity there is nobody there to enjoy these rural beauties and to praise, 
while admiring them, the Author of Nature." 

On May 18 they reached Roche Miette , which they passed 
by taking to the stream and on the 19th arrived a t the Hudson s 
Bay trading post on Brule lake, now called Jasper House, but 
which Franchere calls "Rocky Mountain House. He says:—-

"Rocky Mountain House is situated on the shore of the little lake, in 
the midst of a wood, and is surrounded, except on the water side, by steep 
rocks, inhabited only by the mountain sheep and goats. Here is seen in the 
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