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Jasper Trails 

W I T H the building of the t ranscontinental railways 
across the Yellowhead pass, a new door was opened 
to the Canadian Rockies, a new and wonderful 

alpine district was made accessible to beauty lovers of the 
world. Yet unlike many other par t s of the mountains, 
this was no unknown region. The steel rails from Edmon­
ton to the Divide had retraced two of the oldest and most 
travelled trails across the mounta in fastnesses—the high­
ways of the fur t rade in its most glorious days, routes rich 
in history and romance and famous in the l i terature of a 
century. Here for over fifty years went the explorer and 
fur t rader , the pioneer missionary, scientist and ar t is t ; 
fighting their way across the snows of the Athabaska pass 
to the Columbia, or up the stony valley of the Miet te 
to the " L e a t h e r " pass, as the Yellowhead summit was first 
called. In spite of the toils and perils of the journey many 
of these early travellers found time to record their im­
pressions and adventures in a journal . These pages, 
wri t ten by weary men, by the dim light of a wilderness 
campfire, form some of the most fascinating volumes of 
Canadian l i terature, and paint for a less heroic generation, 
a vivid picture of those earlier days. 

With the dwindling of the fur t rade the glory of the 
"Athabaska T r a i l " depar ted. The picturesque cavalcades, 
with their bales of costly furs—led by dignified and often 
titled officers—disappeared. The jingling horse bells, the 
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Wild D « r 

skirl of the pipes, the jests and 
gay song of the voyageur, which 

had set the wilderness ringing 
twice a year, no longer started 
the mountain echoes. The rival 
posts were deserted and fell to 
ruins ; the bands of Indian 
hunters and half-breeds sought 
other hunting grounds and only 
an occasional explorer, scientist 
or trapper followed the half 
obliterated trails. 

The project of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway 
revived interest in the Yellowhead pass, which surveyors 
half a century before had pointed out as one of the lowest 
and most easily accessible routes for a railway across the 
Rockies. As soon as the location of the new road by this 
route was decided upon, before even a steel rail had been 
laid through the mountain gateway, the Canadian Govern­
ment set aside a great reservation from the foothills to the 
Divide as a perpetual possession of the people under the 
name of "Jasper National Park." To-day, this beautiful 
mountain region, redolent of many deeds that have gone 
to the upbuilding of Canada, has become one of the great 
playgrounds of the continent. The region, once the scene 
of so many conflicts and adventures has been set aside in 
the name of the people and the nation itself stands as host 
at its gateway. 

Area 

The present area of the park is 4,505 square miles. Its 
boundaries form an irregular parallelogram extending 
from the watershed of the Brazeau river and the Columbia 
ice-field on the south to the fifty-third parallel on the north, 
and from the foothills on the east to the Great Divide on 
the west. Sweeping through the centre of the reserve, and 
dividing it roughly into two equal parts, is the wide valley 
I'agc Six 



of the Athabaska . This noble river, called by the Indians 
Mistahay-Shak_aw-Seef>ee, or Grea t River of the Woods, 
takes its rise in the Columbia ice-field and flows a t first 
almost nor th to Jasper townsite then northeast across the 
ranges to the eastern boundary of the park, gathering up 
practically all the drainage of the park within a basin 
roughly 50 by 96 miles. Its main tr ibutaries are the 
Poboktan , Chaba, Whirlpool, Astoria, Miet te , Maligne, 
Rocky, Snaring and Snake Indian rivers. The wide open 

T h e curious natural effigy of Old M a n mountain rises 
above the golf links 

nature of the Athabaska valley makes it an excellent route 
for travel and the ascent to the Yellowhead pass on the 
Divide is one of the easiest crossings of the Rockies. Enter ­
ing the park from the east the railway follows the valley 
as far as Jasper then turns u p the t r ibu tary Mie t te valley 
which slopes gently down from the pass, with a grade of 
237 feet in 18 miles. 

Page Seven 



Name 
The name "Jasper" is one long associated with the 

region. For many years the Athabaska valley, from the 
eastern gate of the Rockies up the river as far as what is 

Beautiful Lac Beauvert 

' Where all enchanted hours prepare 
Enchantment for tomorrow's wear.' 

now the town of Jasper, was known as the "Jasper Valley." 
Early writers refer to the two guardian peaks which flank 
the eastern entrance as the "Jasper Portals," while the 
shallow lake formed by the widening of the river was called 
then, as it is to-day, "Jasper Lake." It is believed that the 
name was derived from that of a clerk of the North-West 
Company, in charge of the first post on the Upper Atha­
baska about 1813, who was called Jasper Hawse or Hawes. 
Old records refer to this post first as "Jasper Hawse's 
House"—obviously a difficult mouthful—and later as 
"Jasper's House." Finally it was converted into "Jasper 
House and became known to history under that name. 
When the national park was set aside in 1907 the Govern­
ment chose this old name so long associated with the 
valley, for the designation of the park. 
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Lak.es 
One of the chief characteristics of the park is the 

variety and beauty of its mountain lakes. Near Jasper 
itself, set in the wide park-like benches on each side of the 
Athabaska, there are at least a dozen of them—crystalline 
jewels reflecting almost every hue, from the pale topaz of 
Chrome lake, the lapis lazuli and sapphire of Patricia and 
Pyramid, the vivid emerald of Beauvert, to the fire-like 
opal tints of lake Edith. The vivid colouring of the water 
is due to glacial matter held in suspension. Farther away 
are other lakes each beautiful in its own way: Medicine 
and Jacques lakes, Cavell lake, the Amethyst lakes in 
Tonquin valley, Brazeau lake to the south and Twin Tree 
lake to the north. Largest and perhaps supreme among 
them all in beauty is Maligne lake, whose remarkable 
setting has given it a rank among the great landscapes of 
the world. 

Canyons 
Outstanding, too, both for number and depth are the 

canyons, each with its turbulent stream and often a fine 
waterfall as well. Maligne and Athabaska canyons, the 
Rocky river. Fiddle creek and Ogre canyons to the east, 
the Snake Indian canyon with its magnificent fall, are 
among the most spectacular and the best known but there 
are many others, some of them perhaps equally fine, but 
inaccessible until further trails are built. 

Approaches to the Park 
Jasper park may be reached by the Canadian National 

Railway transcontinental lines which traverse the reserve. 
On the west two routes are open from the city of Van­
couver—the all-rail route via the Fraser and Thompson 
valleys, or the combined boat and rail trip from Vancouver 
via the inland passage to Prince Rupert and thence over­
land to Jasper. The two lines meet about 25 miles west of 
the Divide near Mount Robson station and the line enters 
the park by the Yellowhead pass. The respective distances 
are 535 miles for the train route in 23 hours, and 1,215 
miles in 4 days for the combined boat and rail trip. 

On the east the main line is taken from Edmonton, the 
capital of the province of Alberta, which is 236 miles east 
of Jasper A gravelled highway is now under construction 
from Edmonton. Although not finally completed, a 

Page Nine 

http://Lak.es


number of cars have already come into the park by this 
road. The park section from the east gate to Jasper is now 
ready. Full information with regard to the provincial 
section may be obtained from the Alberta Automobile 
Association at Calgary or Edmonton. 

Highway to the Eastern Boundary 
"Across the hills and o'er the hills. 
By valleys green and gold." 

Accommodation 
The chief accommodation in Jasper park is "Jasper 

Park Lodge," maintained by the Canadian National Rail­
ways. The hotel, which is of the bungalow type with a 
central social building surrounded by a colony of separate 
cottages, is delightfully situated. Set in a grove of pine, 
spruce and Douglas fir, it faces the exquisite Lac Beauvert 
and looks across to the snow-covered summit of mount 
Edith Cavell, one of the finest peaks in the park. Con­
nected with the Lodge are tennis courts, an open air 
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swimming pool, and a golf links which ranks among the 
finest in North America. The fees for the golf links are $3 
a round, or day; $13 per week. The hotel, is managed on 
the European plan and is open from June 1st to October 
1st. In the town of Jasper there are also several moder­
ately priced hotels. The Athabaska and the Astoria hotels 
maintain a dining room; Pyramid hotel and the National 
hotel have rooms only. 

At lake Edith. 3 miles northeast of Jasper Lodge, and 6 
miles from Jasper, the Y.M.C.A. maintains a summer camp. 

Information with regard to any of the above may be 
secured from their respective managers. 

Furnished rooms and cottages are also available. A 
list may be obtained upon application to the Park Super­
intendent. Tea Rooms and Chalets are to be found in the 
town and at Maligne canyon, mount Edith Cavell, Maligne 
lake and Medicine lake. 

The town of Jasper 
The town of Jasper, situated at the confluence of the 

Miette and Athabaska rivers, is a divisional point on the 
Canadian National railway and has a permanent popula­
tion of about 1,300. The townsite is owned and admin­
istered by the Government, which operates all public 
services and leases land for business or residential purposes. 
There are several good stores, churches, a bank and a small 
hospital. Facing the square is the Administration building 
attractively built of glacial boulders—part of the thick 
deposit of debris left along the sides of the valley by the 
glaciers of the Ice Age—and containing the office and 
residence of the Park Superintendent. 

Totem Pole 
One of the chief objects of interest in the town is the 

large totem pole near the station. This fine specimen of 
Haida workmanship comes from Massett, Queen Charlotte 
Islands, British Columbia. The pole is about 65 feet long, 
9 feet being buried underground. The emblems indicate 
that it belonged to a family of the Raven fratary, or clan, 
having the raven as its tutelary spirit or supernatural 
ancestor. The uppermost figure is a raven; beneath it is 
the figure of a man protected by the raven's wings; then 
the figure of a bear, head downward, showing its sub­
servience to the raven. 
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Breaking Camp 

MOTOR TRIPS FROM JASPER 

There are about 100 miles of motor highways in Jasper 
park giving access to a number of outstanding features. 
For the visitor with limited time at his disposal this is the 
easiest way of getting an impression of the general character 
of this great playground. Motor charabancs make each of 
the principal trips once or twice daily, or private cars may 
be hired in the town or at the "Lodge." 

Mount Edith Cavcll Drive. Return trip from Jasper 36 miles. 
This is one of the finest drives in the park, extending 

almost to the foot of the famous Angel glacier on mount 
Edith Cavell and affording magnificent high views of the 
Upper Athabaska valley. The return trip can be made in 
one-half day though if the visitor wishes to go out on the 
glacier, a full day will be required. 

Leaving Jasper the highway follows the west bank of 
the Athabaska river and in less than a mile crosses the 
Miette river, the old route of the fur traders to Yellowhead 
pass. To the right are "Whistlers" mountain and Indian 
Ridge. To the left, across the valley. Signal mountain and 
mount Tekarra stand sharply out, with mount Hardisty 
and mount Kerkeslin to the south. Between mounts 
Curator and Tekarra can be seen the notch forming Shovel 
pass, one of the highest in the park and the route for the 
return journey from Maligne lake. 
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On the right three successive streams hurry down to 
join the Athabaska over boulder-strewn beds. These are 
Whistler's creek, Portal creek and Astoria river, the last 
named in honour of the fur post "Astoria," established by 
John Jacob Astor at the mouth of the Columbia. After 
the failure of the post several of the partners and clerks 
returned east by way of the Big Bend and Athabaska pass, 
travelling along the same route now followed in part 
by the highway. 

After crossing the Astoria the road turns up that 
valley, climbing in a wide spiral that affords a magnificent 
panorama. Soon, ahead, is seen the shining glacier of 
Throne mountain and a little later mount Edith Cavell, 
named in honour of the heroic services of the British nurse 
in the cause of the Allies during the late war, comes into 
view. About a mile from the mountain is Cavell lake, 
a small tarn one-half mile long and a quarter of a mile 
wide which serves as a mirror for the mingled gleam and 
shadow of the peak. 

The Angel Glacier on Mount Edith Cavell Page Thirteen 



From the end of the road a trail leads to the tongue of 
the glacier which can be crossed wi thout danger though 
care should be taken on account of the numerous crevasses, 
some of which extend downwards for nearly 100 feet. 
F rom the high ridge on the opposite side of the valley the 
best view of the Angel glacier is obtained. This beautiful 
hanging glacier is fed by two lateral glaciers and the out­
line from certain angles presents a curious likeness to a 
flying figure with extended wings. 

Maligne Canyon Drive. Re tu rn tr ip 12 miles from the 
Lodge, 18 miles from Jasper . 

This is a charming drive through the woods, passing 
the beautifully coloured lakes Beauver t , Mildred, Trefoil, 
Annet te and Edi th , and rising in sweeping curves to the top 
of the river benches where extensive views are obtained of 
the central valley of the park. T o the north the curious 
profile of Roche Bonhomme, or Old M a n mounta in (8,185 
feet), the outline of which bears a remarkably life-like 
resemblance to a human head, is the dominan t feature. 
This peak forms par t of the Colin range of mountains lying 
between the Maligne and Jacques Creek valleys. 

Maligne Canyon 
Maligne canyon is said to be one of the most wonderful 

pot-hole canyons on the continent . I ts great depth , 188 
feet, its nar rowness—in places 
i t i s s c a r c e l y m o r e t h a n a 
slit between dark walls of rock— 
and the great size of the pot-holes, 
worn by the water in the course 
of ages, all make it of extreme 
interest to the geologist and the 
nature lover. 

The Maligne valley is one of 
the "hang ing" type, with an eleva­
tion of approximately 600 feet 
above tha t of the Athabaska which 
it joins. At one time, a t the 
close of the Glacial period, the 
melting waters from the glaciers in 

Maligne Canyon in Winter 
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Sunset, Maligne Lake 
"Still pursuing the day the swift horsemen of night 
Follow close on the flanks of the chariots of light." 

the upper Maligne and Medicine Lake valleys may have 
leaped over the lip of the upper valley in a wild falls. 
Then , finding some fault in the Devonian limestones, the 
river began to carve an ever-deepening pa th down the 
rock. With only rushing water and imprisoned boulders 
for tools, it has cut its way down through s t ra ta after 
s t ra ta representing the deposits of millions of years. Huge 
pot-holes worn by the swirling boulders, now left deserted 
and empty high above its bed, show where through long 
centuries the s t ream has been a t work. 

A trail leads along the side of the canyon to its mouth 
and several bridges afford excellent views of the gorge and 
waterfalls. 

Those who follow the canyon to its outlet will observe 
tha t the volume of water which emerges is about four t imes 
as great as t ha t entering a t its upper end. This is due to 
the re-emergence in the gorge of underground s t reams, 
believed to represent the submerged waters of Medicine 
lake, which, except in high water, has no visible outlet . 
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Pyramid Lake. Re turn tr ip from Jasper 8 miles. 
Another delightful drive is to Pyramid lake, 4 miles 

nor theast of Jasper, a t the base of Pyramid mountain. 
T h e colouring of the water is exceptionally fine—green and 
peacock blue in which the vividly coloured s t ra ta of mount 
Pyramid create a mingling of colours rich as a Persian carpet. 

Pyramid lake is one of the best fishing waters of the 
park and boats and canoes may be obtained by those who 
wish to test their skill. In addition to Rainbow and Lake 
trout, it contains the Ouananiche, or land-locked salmon, and 
is the only water into which these fish have been success­
fully t ransplanted. Grayling also are very plentiful. As 
one approaches the lake to the right of the motor road 
there is a fine grove of ancient Douglas firs, while along 
its shore wild flowers grow in great profusion and variety. 
A tea-room and dance pavilion faces the lake. 

Half a mile before reaching Pyramid lake the road 
passes Patricia lake, a slim blue sheet of water named in 
honour of Her Royal Highness the Princess Patricia of 
Connaught , daughter of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Connaught , former Governor General of Canada, who 
spent several holidays in the park. 

Pocahontas and Eastern Ranges Drive. Re turn trip from 
Jasper 62 miles. 

A fine drive for those who are interested in the history 
and geology of the park as well as for the na ture lover is 
the Jasper highway to Pocahontas . The road extends to 
the eastern boundary of the park and forms a section of 
the new Edmonton-Jasper highway. This was the route 
followed by the old Fur Brigades in the days of the great 
Nor th-West and Hudson 's Bay companies and here went 
many famous explorers and adventurers . Two posts 

which played an impor tant 
par t in the early history of the 
valley — Henry House and 
Jasper House—were on the 
west side of the valley. Henry 
House was a few miles from 
Jasper, Jasper House was 
almost opposite the mouth of 
the Rocky river. 
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As one goes east­
ward the character of 
the landscape shows a 
marked change. The 
Athabaska becomes 
b r o a d and shallow, 
widening o u t i n t o 
J a s p e r a n d Bru le 
l a k e s , w i th smal l 
l agoons a n d low, 
willow fringed shores. 
I nstead of rounded 
p e a k s clothed with 
green, one finds bare 
l i m e s t o n e r idges , 
sharply tilted, with 
r agged kn i f e - edge 
spines and striking fractures. The tributary streams 
flow down through narrow contracted valleys with deep 
canyons and curious rock formations along their way. 

In these outer ranges the force of that great thrust 
which crumpled the earth's crust into folds a couple of 
miles high is most clearly apparent. The solid rock has 
been bent, thrust over, twisted down and pushed up as if 
the gods of the hills had been having a gigantic taffy-pull. 
In some places the strata form a complete S. In others 
vertical has been piled on horizontal and horizontal again 
on that, and rocks that are aeons older set on top of 
relatively recent formations. 

Roche Miette (7,599 feet) and Pocahontas. 
Approaching Pocahontas one of the most striking 

peaks is Roche Miette, a landmark to all travellers along 
the old "Athabaska Trail." The name is said to be derived 
from an adventurous voyageur named Miette, who climbed 
to the summit of the peak and sat with his legs hanging 
over the abyss. The mountain may be climbed in 3 or 4 
hours from the northeast side. Pocahontas was formerly 
a thriving mining town but in recent years operations have 
been shut down. 
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Punchbowl Falls 
A few minutes ' walk from Pocahontas is an interesting 

waterfall on Punchbowl creek. Dropping from a ledge 
above the s t ream falls into a narrow cleft in the rock which 
has been carved by the action of the water into a beautiful 
rocky bowl resembling a Grecian urn. 

Mielte Hoi Springs 
Ten and a half 

miles from Poca­
h o n t a s a r e t h e 
Miet te Hot Springs, 
locally famous for 
t h e i r efficacy i n 
rheumatic and kin-
d r e d complaints. 
An analysis of the 
waters shows tha t 
t h e i r const i tuents 
resemble the well-
known springs at 
Banff, butseveral of 
these springs have a 
higher temperature . 
The hot test reaches 
128. 5°; the second, 
118°; and the third 
110°. No modern 
bathing establish­
ment has yet been 
built bu t each year 
m a n y s c o r e s of 
invalids seek the 
springs a n d some 
astonishing c u r e s 
have been reported. 
T h e s p r i n g s are 
f o u n d in a n e x ­
tremely narrow val­
ley, so contracted 
tha t there is scarcely 
room for any kind of 
building. More than 
a dozen steaming 
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jets issue from the rocks and a number of these have been 
collected into rustic pools in which a bath may be enjoyed. 
The tempera ture of some of these is so hot as to be unbear­
able unless one begins with those of a cooler nature , accus­
toming one's skin to the heat by a progression of pools each 
a little hotter than the last. It is said tha t some of these old 
boulder-lined and moss-chinked pools were built by the 
"coureursdebois , " traders and trappers a hundred years ago. 
Several of the old records contain references to "volcanic 
springs very useful in diseases" found in this vicinity. 

There is as yet no accommodation for visitors at the 
Ho t Springs and parties going in to remain overnight 
must take tents with them. A limited number of tents can 
be rented from guides and packers a t Pocahontas . A 
motor road is now under construction to the springs but 
a t present access is by pony-back. From Luscar on the 
east there is a secondary pack-trail through the foot-hills 
to the Hot Springs about 40 miles in length. Each summer 
guides bring people in from this district. 

Fiddle Creek Canyon 
About 4 miles nor theast of Pocahontas , Fiddle creek 

enters the Athabaska . A walk of about 2 miles from the 
highway will bring the visitor to Fiddle Creek canyon, a 
remarkable example of contorted rock formation and 
erosion, where the s t ra ta walling the canyon is s tanding 
practically on end. 

O N E - D A Y T R A I L OR H I K I N G T R I P S 

Cabin, Marjoric, Hibernia and Caledonia Lak.es. Re tu rn 7 
miles. 

This charming little group of lakes lies on the benches 
of the Athabaska river west of the townsite. Cabin lake, 
about 2\ 2 miles from the town is the source of the town's 
water supply; Caledonia, about 3'/2 miles, is one of the 
best fishing lakes in the park having been stocked with 
trout . 

About 3 miles farther on is another group known as 
the Doro thy lakes, including the Iris, Virl, Christine and 
Dorothy lakes. 
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Summit of Whistlers Mountain. Eleven miles return from 
Jasper (8,085 feet). 

The forest-covered mountain standing in the triangle 
made by the meeting of the Miet te and the Athabaska is 
known as the "Whis t le r s" from the numerous colonies of 
Whistling or Mounta in marmots found on the upper 
slopes. Their call, something like a policeman's whistle, 
is ap t to start le the newcomer. A good trail leads to the 
summit and ponies may be taken all the way. A fine 
panorama of the Athabaska valley and surrounding peaks 
is obtained from the top. 

Summit of Signal Mountain. Re turn tr ip from Jasper 20 
miles, 16 from the "Lodge ." 

Signal mountain, directly east of Jasper, also presents 
a good one-day t r ip for either the hiker or trail rider. T h e 
route follows the Maligne drive for about 4 miles from the 
Lodge then strikes off through the woods, zigzagging across 

the face of the mounta in and 
affording fine views. Ponies 
are left about 700 feet from 
the summit and the rest of the 
climb is made on foot. 
Buffalo Prairie. Re turn tr ip 

20 miles from Jasper, 14 
miles from Lodge. 
T h e s e b e a u t i f u l open 

meadows on the east side of the 
Athabaska make a good ob­
jective for a day 's hike, pony-
ride or fishing par ty . In the 
days of the Fur Brigade the 
spot was known as "Prair ie 
de la Vache" because buffalo 
had been seen feeding here. 
Nearly all expeditions crossing 
the mountains camped here 
on account of the abundan t 
herbage and it was frequently 
used as a winter pasture for 
horses used in crossing the 
pass. The Wabasso lakes on 
Buffalo Prairie supply good 
fishing but are not scenically 
remarkable. 
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Guides Preparing Supper 

TWO-DAY TRIPS 

Athabasca Falls. Return 40 miles 
An easy trail trip, suitable for the beginner, is to the 

Athabaska falls. Motors can be taken via the Mount 
Edith Cavell highway to the Astoria bridge and thence via 
the tote road to Whirlpool river. From this point ponies 
can be taken the remaining 4 miles to the falls or the trip 
can be made on foot. When horses are used the return 
trip is frequently made by way of the east side of the 
Athabaska via Buffalo Prairie and the Wabasso lakes. 
There is no all-night accommodation so tents must be 
taken if two days are given to the trip. 

The falls occur at the head of a deep canyon and are 
remarkably fine. The historic river, hurrying down from 
its distant source in the great Columbia ice-field, has 
gathered volume from its chief upper tributaries, the 
Poboktan, the Chaba and the Sunwapta, until it is here 
nearly 200 yards across. Milky with silt from many 
glaciers, it comes sweeping around the base of mount 
Kerkeslin and, taking a sudden turn, finds its channel 
suddenly blocked and contracted by outjutting rocks. 
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Forced between these it leaps wildly into a deep basin 
below, its watery curtain divided into three parts, the 
central portion carrying the main body of water, while 
foaming cascades tumble down over sharp ledges at each 
side. The fall to the left is especially graceful, descending 
by a series of steps over the horizontal strata. The main 
body of the river, striking the opposite wall with terrific 
force and a boom like thunder, is hurled back into mid­
stream where it boils and churns about, seething and 
tossing, swirling about in great caverns and recesses 
carved in the rock, and flinging up columns of spray far 
above the tree tops. In a few yards, once again con­
tracted, it is forced down into a dark gorge, 80 feet deep, 
with walls so narrow that they are in places only a few 
feet apart. 

Tonquin Valley. Elevation 6,450 feet. Return 21 miles. 
The Tonquin valley is one of the most beautiful and 

impressive in the park. It lies almost at timber line, at the 
feet of the tremendous group of peaks known as The Ram­
parts. Park-like groves of dark spruce and balsam dot its 
floor, interspersed with green meadow-lands through 
which run glistening streams carrying the waters from 
half a dozen glaciers. Near the southern end is a beautiful 
sheet of water 3 miles long and about 1 mile wide divided 
by a rocky promontory into two parts and forming what 
are known as the Amethyst lakes. On its western side the 
valley is walled by a giant arc of peaks, castellated in 
form, with black precipices rising into splendid towers 
and pinnacles. At the foot of these walls numerous small 
glaciers project to the valley. The first peak of the Ram­
part group to the north, is Barbican. Next, towering 
above the whole line, lifts the splendid pile known as 
mount Geikie, the highest peak of the range, with Turret 
mountain. Bastion peak, Redoubt, Dungeon and Paragon 
following one another in close formation. Over Bastion 
may be seen the head of Postern mountain with Casemate to 
the south, while south of the range the dark ice-hung mass 
of mount Fraser stands as an outpost to the line. Mount 
Erebus with its beautiful Eremite glacier rises directly 
south of mount Fraser. 

Tonquin valley can be reached in one day from Jasper. 
As a rule ponies are sent ahead to the Portal creek bridge 
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on the Mount Edith Cavell highway and cars taken to 
this point. Turning up the valley of Portal creek the 
trail cuts through deep woods to Circus valley and thence 
across Maccarib pass to the Tonquin valley. The return 
journey is usually made via Meadow creek to Geikie 
station in the Miette valley where ponies can be left and 
the train taken to Jasper. The loop route from Portal 
Creek bridge to Geikie is about 21 miles. The trip can be 
taken either way but owing to the steep ascent from 
Geikie on the Meadow Creek trail, which is very hard on 
horses, it is better to go in by the Portal Creek route and 
return as recommended. 

Tonquin Valley and the Ramparts 

"A giant valley 
Asleep and vast and still and far away." 

Mount Robson (12,972 feet). Return trip 2 to 3 days. 
Mount Robson, the highest peak of the Canadian 

Rockies south of Yukon, stands at the western boundary 
of Jasper park and can be reached in one day from 
Jasper by taking the morning train from Jasper to 
Robson station. At this point, if arrangements are 
made in advance, ponies will be found waiting. The 
trail leads via the Grand Forks valley to Berg lake. 
There are overnight chalets at both lakes. Emperor 
falls, probably the finest cataract in the Rockies, is passed 
en route. Berg lake lies at the base of the western face of 
the mountain and serves as a mirror for the beautiful 
snow-crowned head of mount Robson and for Tumbling or 
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Mount Robson. Monarch of the Rockies 
"Whose sun-bright summit mingles with the sky." 

Berg glacier, a gigantic ice-fall which hangs, in apparen t 
contradict ion of all the laws of gravitat ion, almost per­
pendicularly upon the slope, with its nose touching the 
blue waters of the lake. From t ime to time great blocks 
of ice, sometimes tons in weight, break off from the glacier 
and float about on the water. 
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Directly east of Berg lake is the detached mass known 
as moun t Rearguard (9,000 feet). About it flow the two 
great ice s t reams, Robson and Berg glaciers, which descend 
from the mighty ice-field lying upon the north shoulder of 
mount Robson. Robson glacier is not difficult to travel 
and may be followed to its head in the magnificent Robson 
cirque. From the centre of the ice-field rises a rugged 
rocky peak known as The Helmet (11,160 feet). Far ther 
south, like lonely stacks lifting above a sea of ice. are The 
Dome (10,098 feet) and the shining head of mount 
Resplendent (I 1,1 73 feet). 

T H R E E T O F O U R DAYS ' T R I P 

Maligna Lake and Shovel Pass (58 miles). 
This is one of the finest pony trips in the park. The 

trail is not difficult and overnight camps have been es tab­
lished a t Medicine and Maligne lakes which add consider­
ably to the comfort of the traveller. Maligne lake itself is 
one of the gems of the Rockies, presenting a t its upper end 
a mounta in landscape scarcely to be surpassed for alpine 
beauty and grandeur. From the camp at the lower end of 
the lake a motor boat is taken about 9 miles up the lake to 
the Narrows. Passing through a narrow channel guarded 
by lance-pointed spruce the visitor enters the beautiful 
upper lake, a place as yet wholly untouched by human 
habi ta t ion. 

Circling about , in an enormous wall tha t rises almost 
directly from the water, are more than a score of glorious 
peaks, silver gray, tawny or snow-crowned, a company of 
alpine T i tans lifting their solemn heads high into the blue. 
Flung over their airy bat t lements , brilliantly white against 
the blue dome of the sky, hang more than twenty glaciers, 
which sweep down to thick masses of green forest abso­
lutely unscarred by fire. Everywhere one looks, some 
commanding mass meets the eye. Great towers face in all 
directions, presenting almost every type of mountain 
architecture, culminating a t the head of the lake in snow-
fields and glaciers of dazzling puri ty. 

T o the south the great ice-fields of mount Brazeau and 
mount Henry MacLeod gleam brilliantly white, while, 
especially on the western side, other glaciers hang down so 
near the water ' s edge tha t they appear to be within a few 

Page Twenty-seven 


