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CanadA 8National
Park Motor Vehicle Licences ,
1923 to 2015

New Information in Version 3 (August 2015)

1 The title of this publication has been shortened. It now cover@anadan National
Park motor licences through to 2015.

1 Significantadditions and revisions are added throughout the document.

1 Additional sources of information are added in the References section.

Introduction

Banff National Park,# AT AAAS O /EE O QOwias creatéEin 18@86before £ E
introduction of automobiles but cars soon appeared on the scene&Snce 1923,

# AT AAA8O . AOET 1 didbcuntetOdnddjeEtA 10 hdicG®©dayment of

fees for the use of a motor vehicle in the parks'hese items have vapusly been

AAT 1 Adtiondpaks DAQOBDAOEO AOOI i, iatHraldparks EndtdeT A A 6
OAEEATI ACODBEAIBA DAOI E Ol &k thdse iter@sEakeQevdnuel A O 8
itemsAOO T1T1 U OI T A T &£ OEAI 1| ECE ORefakdlessnd OEAAOAA
fees are one of the sources of revenue that assibie Canadan Parks Service(also
calledO0 AOE O #nAd cAnsekvatign and sustainable use missiarThe designs

of these licences have included wildlife b in particular buffalo, elk, moose and
beaverb in many of the past93 years; images of particular parks; and simple text

There is very little literature published about# AT A Naki@n& Parks Motor Vehicle
Licences One exception is a series ophilatelic articles by Richardson (1968)
alerting stamp collectors to the adhesive window decals that served as a form of
federal revenue stamp in the 1960s. Ainitial listing of these licenceswith a few
illustrations is also included in the book The Hunting, Fishing and Conservation
Stamps of CanadéRubec 2011).However, | felt it would be interesting to document
and create aarger digital image collection representingmore of this material. If you
are able to add to this document or correct errors, please feel free to contact me
(rubec@rogers.com)
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Surrise Valley, part of th&€abotTrail in Cape Breton
National Park, Nova Scotia around 1940.

Sx basic gyles of Canadian National Parkdicences areknown to me, as discussed
below. Metal plate toppers and radiator badges ceased to be manufactured in 194
with the introduction of metal rationing and recycling during the war years. The
stylesinclude:

91 Paper or Card Licences: Seenin 1923 (Section A)and from 1941 into the 1990s
(Section D).

1 Metal Licence Plate Toppers made of brass, coppeor aluminum from 1924 or
1925 to 1940. They wereattached to thefront licence plate They could also be
attached to thefront radiator of the vehicle Thesedepict a leftfacing buffalo
(Section B.

1 Metal Radiator Badges may also haveserved as a national parks licencelhey
were attached to the front of the radiator on a vehicleBadgesseeninclude 1938
to 1940 National Parksexamples(Section C) thatare circular showing a beaver
facing right (made of copper, about 13 cm tall)Metal National Parks Chauffeur
badges andpins are also known from 1921 to 1958 (none are shown here; see
Miles 2013). Also seen arel933 to 1935 badgesfrom SaskatchewanProvincial
Parksthat feature a leftfacing beaver(made of aluminum)and a moosgSection
F).

1 Self-adhesive Decals on removable backingsfrom 1941 to 1994 to be attached
to the inside surface ofan automobile front windshield. Also known are National
Parks separate, selhdhesive window decals for camping trailergSection D)

1 Rearview Mirror Shields made of heavy plastidrom 1995 to 2015 to be hung
from the rearview mirror on the inside of the front window of an automobile
(Section E)

1 Paper Receipts generated by various methodgSectionD).
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Tables A to E outline five groups of theselicencesduring the 1923 to 2015 period. It
is not known if examples exist prior to 1923. Th tables include items from the
following years: 1923, 19251940, 1942, 1946, 1948b1954, 1956, 198b1960,
1962b1976, 197851996, 199852002, and 2004b2015. | have not yet seen any
national park licences for the 2 years not in this list. Thresegroupings may need to
be adjusted when more material is availableEighty-one years arenow represented
in this digital image collection covering the93 years from 1923 to 2015. Some years
have examples of more than one styl&he five tablesof licences are

T
T

Table A: Early National Parkspaper documents 1923;

Table B: National Parks netal licence plate toppergradiator badges 1924 to
1940 showing bison;

Table C:Other National Parks netal radiator badges 1924to 1940 showing
beaver,

Table D: National Parks Peeloff selfadhesive windshield decals and paper
receipts 1939 to 1994; and

Table E: National Parks Plastic rearview mirror shield hangers and paper
receipts 1995 to 2015.

0! &Ax | O&dadogjved ik Tablé F

The changing faces of agarly road through Sinclair Canyon, Kootenay
National Park, British ColumbiaPhotosby B. Engler, 193@nd 1965
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National Parks Motor Vehicle Licences 1923 to 2015
Tables A, B, CD, E andF

Table A: Early National Parks Paper Documents 1923

1923

BANFF AND KOOTENAY
NATIONAL PARKS

'H\gt CdNNECTION WITH THE OPENING OF

The, BA?NFF-WINDERMERE HIGHWAY
| on JUNE 30, 1923.

o | 1! ‘ LY
THIS STICKER PERMITS CAR TO REMAIN IN PARKS FROM JUN'E.ZQ
TO JULY 7, INCLUSIVE, WITHOUT PAYING LICENS_E FEE.

{

A free Banff and KootenayNational Parks SevenDay Pass for June 29uly 7, 1923 was issued
marking the opening of the Banff-Windemere Highway on June 30, 1923 inrish Columbia. This
sticker is 228 mm (9 inches) wide, with black type on white paper on the backand shapedlike a car
of the era The front side hasthe car in blue, white and yellow.A 2nd version noted hasthe June 30
date crossed out and July 1 staped in blue above.

1923 Singletrip Canada National Parks Motor Vehicle Licence for Elk Island, Prince Albert, Ridi
Mountain, Waterton Lakes and Point Pelee National Parksis 76 mm (3 inches)wide with a 25-cent
fee indicated.This licence isprinted on heavy card,with black type on greygreen paper.
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Roadway alongthe lakeshore inBanff National Park,
British Columbiacirca 1925.

Image ofpark visitorsin their car. Note theNational Parkslicenceplate topper
positioned orthe front of the radiator. Location and yar unknown.
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Table B: National Parks Metal Licence Plate
Toppers /Radiator Badges 1924 to 1940

1924 (undated)

1925 (undated)

1926 (undated)

Buffalo plate topper, undated, likely
brass.Said to exist but notseen).

Copper.

Aluminum.

1927 (undated)

1929 (dated 9)

1928 (dated 8)

Copper.

Aluminum.

1930 (dated 30)

1932

Brass

1931 (dated 31)
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1934

Brass

Aluminum examplqs are also §aid to
exist, with 19320 0T AE OA O
I OAO O6EA O¢o68

Aluminum, with two extra holes in
base pieceBase letters are painted
black, as is a horizontal line below
them.

Style 1 with dar
Brass.

Style 2 with large re© AT DAA (
clear base.
Brass

1935 stock in aluminum exists with

OEA Oud 1 OAOOOAI

1938

Aluminum.
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1941

Thin linear cut-out.

Brass

painted black.

Thin linear cut-out; lower section

Linear cut-out.

Cut-out shape is different.
Copper.

Wartime metal rationing saw the
end of the production ofthese metal
plate toppersin 1941.

Style A Style B

National Parks Metal Licence Plate
Toppers /Radiator B adges 1924 to 1940

Year

Description

Additional
Information

Style A: Buffalo with front legs separate , uneven base

1924 Not seen, butlikely was first year of use.
1925 Copper Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.
(undated)

1926 (undated)

Aluminum Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.

1927 (undated)

Brass Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.

$A0AA Oy

Copper Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.

$AO0AA Ow

Aluminum Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.

$AO0AA Oc
(1930)

Brass Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.

$AOAA Ooc
(1931)

Copper Buffalo Licence Plate Topper.
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