ahanni GI‘iZZheS where the grizzly walks, the land is still wild and free

Why study grizzly bears? Nahanni National Park Reserve Is too small to support a Grizzly Bear Survey Areas in the
Although grizzly bears are powerful animals, their populations Popalaon:ll of e healthy population Of gl’iZZIy bears_ It needs tO be expanded South Nahanni Watershed

can be easily damaged. Grizzly bears reproduce slowly — w
Bro

especially in the North — and cannot recover quickly when
=)
Skull

a certain area.

i e e to better protect grizzlies and the habitat they need.

people kill them or destroy their habitat. As humans have
developed North America over the past 150 years, there have
become fewer and fewer places where grizzly bears can live.
Some of the best grizzly habitat left is in Northwestern Canada.

plant normally lives.
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Grizzly bears use many different habitats over large areas. If grizzly populations and their habitats are oanr

protected, this may actually help protect many other animals and plants. Studying grizzly bears can help
make decisions about how best to use the land and where to create protected areas.
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Where the grizzly walks, the land is still wild and free.
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Who did the research? Pl G . n he f £Nah i Ti e ®
Dr. John Weaver is a Senior Biologist with Wildlife Conservation Society — Canada. He has been doing the R b find; What will be the tuture ot Nahanni gri1ZZ11€Es !
grizzly study with the help of Nahanni Park Wardens and people from local Dehcho and Sahtu communities. esearc naings Too small and too narrow — that is the

How many grizzlies live in Nahanni? What do Nahanni grizzlies eat? problem with many national parks and

How did we Study grizzly bears? Weaver and his assistants have collected grizzly bear The hair collected by the study team also shows what protected areas around the world.

Nahanni National Park Reserve is a good
example of this problem. It is so narrow
In some places that a grizzly bear (or

a caribou) can walk across the Park
Reserve in a couple of hours! The Park
Reserve is simply too small and too
narrow to protect much of its wildlife.

hair across the South Nahanni River watershed for many Nahanni grizzlies eat.
years. They compared the number of grizzlies visiting the

: : . . hair-snagging stations in Nahanni with the number found in : .
' | f h I | . Th h
There is nothing for the bears to eat at these stations, so they don’t get used to being fed and become other parts of western Canada. They found that there are and animal foods that grizzlies usually eat. Then, they

dangerous to people. ) . i . compared the chemistry of these foods with the chemistry
- : abolii 1020 grlzzlle_s per ADIDID) S 0 4 S.OUth el il of the bear hair. This showed that Nahanni grizzly bears eat
The study team also collects bear hair on trees along the rivers where bears naturally rub on the bark. watershed. Nahanni National Park Reserve itself would only

. : . ly pl like h il, -vetch, ies, an
provide habitat for fewer than 80 grizzly bears. Many of mostly plants like horsetall, sweetvetch, soapberries, and

L . ) blueberries. Male grizzlies eat a small amount of meat (less
these grizzlies spend time outside the Park Reserve as well. than 10% of their diet).

In the late 1990s, Canadian scientists found a way to study bears without capturing them. They do this by

collecting the bear’s hair at a hair-snagging station. First, scientists found out the chemistry of different plant

Yet, there is a great opportunity to
protect more of Nahanni. The Dehcho
First Nations and other people in the
Northwest Territories and across
Canada are interested in protecting the
entire watershed of the South Nahanni

Where do grizzly bears live in Nahanni?

Different places in the Nahanni watershed support different
numbers of grizzly bears. Surveys done in June found more
grizzlies in the higher mountains than in the forests closer
to the valley bottom. Grizzlies use the main South Nahanni

What does testing grizzly bear hair show?

Grizzly hair testing showed that compared to other bears
in North America, there are a lot of differences between
individual Nahanni grizzlies. This means that the population

, , _ is healthv. River. This would help protect the land,
River valley during spring and late summer ! e in thi
y < g ' Grizzlies in the Mackenzie Mountains h t been affected the waters, and the wildlife in this
How f il 2 rizzlies In the Mackenzie Mountains Nave not been attecte spectacular area for future generations.
ow far do grizzlies travel as much as in other places by development and roads.This

To make a hair-snagging station, biologists pile up logs, ; . . . .

brush, andmoss.Thig:tﬁeypouramixffrot}iencgw’sgblood The StUdy team CO”eCted halr from the Ssame gI'IZZ“eS at means they can Stl” travel |Ong dIStanceS and keep Up the

et e e et b o different locations in Nahanni. For example, they collected  high level of differences between individual grizzlies. These T GRIZZIES. PHOTO BY MILO BLRCHAM.

crawlu;l.de:}ihex'ﬂireto check out the delicious smells, their hair gets halr from a male bear near the Pra|r|e Creek m|ne S|te One dlfferences are |mp0rtant for the |Ong'term health Of the

snagge 1mn € wire. . .
| year and from the same bear the next year near the Yukon  grizzly population. ‘ _
F<g Samples collected at the hair-snagging stations ' WI lD ” FE Yo
P are then sent to a laboratory for further testing. border"'70 km away: The study was funded by Parks Canada, the Wildlife Conservation
¢ ~ ~ - . CONSERVATION Y Y ’
o By testing each hair sample, scientist can tell: . . . . . .
e Yt' itfitgbelonged - ailack beaz otr gri:ﬂy b, GleZly bears must have room to roam freely to ﬁnd Sp@ClﬁC SOCIETY .4 Society (WCS), the Kendall Foundation, the Wilburforce Foundation
N - whether the bear is male or female . . . Watershed: an area %57 and the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society — NWT Chapter.
jeier e oo B ' foods they need at different times of year. Male grizzly where all the water flows o

A .ixac?;; ' . .ea;.lt.:’ : Inted . . 5 into one river system. E, i Nahanni River Adventures, Dehcho and Sahtu communities, the
: v il il e et bears in Nahanni _have hom_e ranges larger than IQOO km?. ome ranges the By 2 0§ Dehcho First Nations, and the Government of the Northwest
- what the bear has been eating. That’s about 15 times the size of the town of Fort Slmpson! amount of Territories also supported the project.

space an animal needs to

cat, breed and live. (’.3//4( : PA\NS The Wildlife Genetics International lab in Nelson, BC, did the
Y- testing of the bear hair.

By comparison, a moose might only have a home range
of 10 km?. Female grizzly bears usually have smaller home CANADIAN PARRS AND RILDERNESS SOCIETY
ranges . Box 1934, Yellowknife, NT ;(1A 2P5

867.873.9893, cpawsnwt_admin@theedge.ca
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ABOVE: JOHN WEAVER SETTING UP A HAIR-SNAGGING STATION. PHOTO BY JOHN L. WEAVER, WCS
RIGHT: GRIZZLY HAIR CAUGHT ON BARBED WIRE AT HAIR-SNAGGING STATION. PHOTO BY PARKS CANADA




