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Preface

This booklet is not so much for interpreters as it is for those concerned with the
administration of interpretation. As such it deals with problems and their possible
solutions, as well as with a basic examination of what interpretation is, and what it
might be.

I decided to write such a booklet in 1972 while driving along the north shore of
Lake Superior. That inspiring landscape moved me to complete a task that was then
only half done. While working with the Canadian Wildlife Service in Ottawa on a
project aimed at interpreting Canada to Canadians through a coast to coast chain of
Wildlife Centres, I became aware of the administrative hazards confronting such a far-
flung program. A study to identify the pitfalls was terminated short of organizing and
reporting conclusions when I left the Service to return to western Canada. It was when
I returned ‘‘home’’ that those wild Precambrian shores moved me to the thought that
what I had discovered might in a small way help others to know the Canada that I
knew. I decided to finish the project.

Its completion has been a prolonged process as it was ignored for periods of time
for most of the reasons imaginable for a spare time project. It has no doubt suffered
from its slow construction, but what I wanted to say I have said, and I hope that
sometimes it offersinteresting reading.

At all times the National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada has been
most encouraging; and has paid all expenses.



Through the years many people have helped me, and no doubt many ideas
presented here were theirs before they became mine too. Among these people are those
who helped by reviewing this report before my final revision. For this willing work
beyond the call of friendship, I thank: Bill Barkley, Canadian Wildlife Service,
Ottawa; Jesse Grove, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina; Kerry Joy and
Ted Underhill, Parks Branch, Victoria, British Columbia; Gordon Nelson, University
of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario; and Gavin Henderson, Terry Green and Carol
Bailey, National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada, Toronto. They helped
with generous advice, but all shortcomings, omissions and errors remain the sole
property of the author.

Victoria, British Columbia
January 23, 1975.






