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FOREWORD

The following pages have been written to cover the first two
decades of achievement (1873-1893) by the North-West Mounted
Police and some closely related events within that period. Being in
large part a work of reference, without unnecessary embellishments,
spcciaf featuring of heroics or literary pretensions, the record as here
set forth attempts to be a candid portrayal of a remarkable national
service—the establishment of Canada’s sovereignty on the western
plains by a mere handful of men and horses.

It may well be said the book has written itself. I spent many
years in the West in close association with old-timers, Mounted
Policemen, Indians, Hudson's Bay Company men, early traders, half-
breeds and pioneer settlers, many of whom became my intimate
friends. From them I gleaned a storehouse of historical facts, and
before I realized it, the gathering of such data had become an interest-
ing hobby. Valuable records, documents, diaries, photographs, old
books and reports accumulated, profound study of which, together
with many a well-founded narrative backed by ample corroboration
and my own personal knowledge of the locale, made it possible to
piece together this chronology at the request of Commissioner Stuart
Taylor Wood of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

During the writing, I kept in mind always the main objective—
to prevent the early record of our splendid mounted force from fading
into oblivion, to preserve it for all time. There is nothing included
that has not been satisfactorily substantiated.

The first two chapters deal in profile with the carly development
of Canada, including the first white settlements on the borderland
between civilization and the savage frontier from which grew the
need for a mounted constabulary.

Il health retarded my efforts to a great extent, but at long last
the authentic story embracing the first twenty years of service by the
famous red-coated command has been written. My sincere hope is
that analogous volumes recording the gradual evolution of this
renowned organization into the Royal Canadian Mounted Police will
eventually appear.

JOHN PETER TURNER.

Orttawa, Canada
April 2, 1948
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INTRODUCTION

This work has been compiled at my request and represents the
official and departmental history of the first 20 years of the Force
under the title of the North-West Mounted Police, nominal predecessors
of the Royal North-West Mounted Police (1904) and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (1920). As the files and records relating
to that early era were destroyed by fire in the West Block of the
Parliament Buildings in Ottawa on February 11, 1897, the completion
of this text necessitated a great deal of time and labour.

In order to secure accurate information it has been necessary to
carry out extensive and intensive research, and to interview the few
remaining old and original members of the Force, entailing consider-
able expense, patience and effort. Previous histories of the Force
contained inaccuracies and some legends which have no basis in fact.

In the opinion of the undersigned no person in Canada was in a
better position or better qualified to write the early history of the
North-West Mounted Police than the late Mr. John Peter Turner
(he died on June 28, 1948), and I recall with grateful emphasis his
persistency and unceasing toil in assembling the details to be found
in this work, involving as it did much overtime and many hours of
research in the face of a long period of indifferent health.

In spite of many inconveniences and difficulties he accomplished
his task, and this history of the transition period on the western
plains will be the standard for the Force. It will be used by instructors
and others, and will be available to all future historians and members
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. If extreme care and hard
work are the criterions of achievement, an epitaph of high acclaim
should be struck in memory of the author, and future generations will
doubtless reflect my encomiums and add their expressions of gratitude.

S. T. WOOD, CoMMIsSIONER,
Royvar Canapian MounTeD Porice.

Ottawa, Ont,
December 15, 1950

xiii



The Last Great Council of the West—The Marquis of Lorne, Governor General of Canada meets Crowfoot, Chief of Blackfoot Confederacy, at Blackfoot Crossing, 1881



CHAPTER |
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Canada'’s First White Visitors

ANADA'S historical beginnings spring from the dreams
and realizations of European adventurers who reached
the Western Hemisphere in the 15th, 16th and 17th
centuries.

Stories innumerable portray indomitable navigators
steering westward by the sun and stars. Legends tell of tiny ships
groping through fog and storm into the unknown. Traditions clouded
by the mists depict Basque and Breton fishermen toiling off Newfound-
land shores and perhaps well up the St. Lawrence. And yet no definite
records of the earliest Europeans to arrive in North America exist,
with the exception of those in the old Norse sagas, sketchy and un-
corroborated. There is even legitimate doubt as to whether the
accredited first discoveries were actually the first.

In the year 1000 A.D., the stalwart figure of Lief Ericson looms in
blurred perspective. Son of Eric the Red who 18 years earlier had
sailed from Iceland, reached Greenland, and there established the
Viking settlement of Ericsfjord, Lief sought to verify the existence
of a forested mainland allegedly sighted by some of his father’s colony.
In all likelihood this was the first knowledge of the coast of Labrador.

The ancient Norse writings speak of finding lands that may have
been Newfoundland and Cape Breton, perhaps Nova Scotia and New
England. Mention is made of ‘‘Vinland where wild grapes were
gathered, where many salmon were caught and where “‘day and night
were more equal than in Greenland or Iceland’. Here, the sagas tell
us, Lief and his lion-hearted crew wintered, and returned to Ericsfjord
in the spring.

The same medieval folklore hints at similar voyages. We get dim
glimpses of first contacts with savages, of attempts to establish a new
colony. But again the fogs close in, the records fade, save for a few
scanty references to a much later visit to Vinland and an undefined
voyage to a portion of the continental shoreline.

After that—a blank! For at least a century and a half the great
northern wilderness resumed the slumber of the ages, heedless of the
civilized world.

1
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Early Explorations

In 1492, Christopher Columbus found the Bahamas, and thinking
he had reached India, dubbed the natives Indians. Five years later,
John Cabot, out of Bristol, secking a western route to the fabled
glories of the East, sighted land—perhaps the extremity of Cape
Breton, {)erhaps Newfoundland. Setting foot on shore andyunfurling
the royal banner, he took possession of the country in the name of the
avaricious Henry VII, King of England. Again, in 1498, with two
ships and accompanied by his three sons, he cruised past Greenland,
intent on a water highway to the coveted land. He missed the
passage of Hudson Strait and followed the coast of Labrador. Main-
taining a southerly direction, he apparently mistook the Strait of
Belle Isle for a bay, and held his course past Nova Scotia and New
England. On his return the royal court received him contemptuously,
anf portly merchants who had contributed to his expeditions in the
hope of gain heaped ridicule upon him; but the worthy Cabot had
added considerably to the knowledge of new lands beyond the seas.

Other explorers followed—Corte Réal, who allegedly touched
Newfoundland and Labrador; Verrazano, perhaps to the coast of
Nova Scotia—others to unknown or vaguely-determined landfalls.

On April 20, 1534, Jacques Cartier, noted mariner, who quite
possibly had accompanied Verrazano ten years earlier, set sail from
St. Malo, France, with three ships. Coursing through the Strait of
Belle Isle, he stopped to erect a cross on the Labrador shore, then
entered the Gulf of St. Lawrence, but turning back on the very thres-
hold of more important discovery, skirted the west coast of New-
foundland, the Magdalen Islands and Prince Edward Island, where he
landed. He visited Chaleur Bay, New Brunswick, where he met some
Micmac Indians with whom he bartered—the beginning of the fur
trade in North America. He toured past Gaspé Peninsula, where a
second cross signalled a claim by France to all the newly-discovered
lands. He then touched casually at the Island of Anticosti.

The following year, dreaming restlessly of the partly explored
waterway he had found, Cartier again set sail and ascended the St.
Lawrence River—the life-line of the new Canadian world. While
passing Grosse Isle, he wrote in his journal: *“This is the point where
the province and territory of Canada * begins.”” He reached the native
village of Stadacona (Quebec) and pushing on, arrived at that of
Hochelaga (Montreal), eager to discover a passage to the coveted
glories of the Orient. To the heights above the large Indian settle-
ment of Hochelaga he gave the name Mont Réal.

From the summit of Mount Royal he viewed the broad expanse
of the St. Lawrence and its great tributary, the Ottawa, flowing in
from the west. Northward lay the Laurentian Hills, southward the

* In all probability the Iroquoian word Kanata, used to designate the people of the Indian villages on
the St. Lawrence.
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Adirondacks. Retracing his course downstream, he built a small fort
near Stadacona and wintered there. In the spring of 1536 he returned
to France.

The French court was by now giving special heed to the engrossing
stories of trans-Atlantic discoveries; King Francis grew ambitious to
establish a colony in the new land. The Sieur de Roberval, a court
favourite, was appointed Viceroy and Licutenant General of Canada
and its neighbouring realms, with orders to accompany Cartier on a
third voyage. But the master mariner, irked by repeated delays on
the part of his dilly-dallying superior, sailed away in the spring of
1541 without him and in due course established a small settlement at
Cap Rouge, a few miles above the future citadel of Quebec. It was his
intention to explore the Ottawa the following year, but plans for
further discovery came to naught and he returned to France. On the
way back he met Roberval at Newfoundland. After a tragic winter
at Cap Rouge, Roberval broke up the little colony.

Samvuel de Champlain

Again, for 60 years, as though loath to reveal its secrets, embryo
Canada withdrew amid the shadows.

On the 22nd of June, 1603, 15 years before the landing of the Pil-
grims at Plymouth Rock, Samuel de Champlain dropped anchor below
the rocky eminence that towered above the site of the old Algonquin *
village of Stadacona. From there he ascended the St. Lawrence to
La Chine Rapids, so named some years later, to commemorate a feature
of the supposed passage that would, it was hoped, lead to China.
Other nearby explorations were made before he returned to France.
He recorded in his journal the prospect of “‘a permanent settlement in
those lands which we call New France'’, such settlement or settlements
to be headquarters for further discoveries.

Champlain, with several notables, sailed again from Le Havre in
1604, using two ships. He entered the Bay of Fundy and established
a little settlement on St. Croix Island near the mouth of the river of
the same name, where they wintered. The following summer, the
settlement was moved to Port Royal (Annapolis, Nova Scotia). The
Bay of Fundy was explored to the St. John River and the coast exam-
ined as far south as Cape Cod. In 1606 he extended his exploration of
the Atlantic littoral. Two years later he sailed from Honfleur direct
for the St. Lawrence where he erected a fortification on the rock of
Quebec, the governing and religious centre of New France, or Canada.
Subsequently he built a small outpost on St. Helen's Island in the
future harbour of Montreal.

* Algonguin should not be confused with Algonguian. The former was the name of a tribe living in
the St. Lawrence-Ottawa region. The latter is the term applied to a linguistic stock to which many tribes
belonged.
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The aim of this ardent, heroic and patient man was in a marked
sense loftier than that of Spanish discoverers far to the south. He did
not contemplate warfare against the natives, but was inspired and
guided solely by a noble and spiritual ambition. He sought to gain
a desirable prize for his monarch, his country and his church. But
little did he realize that his rudimentary fortress at Quebec was the
prelude to a century and a half of bitter fighting, with fatal conse-
quences for New France.

Discovery Of Hudson Bay

In 1610, Henry Hudson, following in the wake of Martin Fro-
bisher and John Davis, two noted Elizabethan seamen, discovered and
explored the east coast of the great northern bay that bears his name.

Up The Ottawa And Beyond

Champlain was eager to press on in his attempt to discover a way
to Cathay, or China, and the “*South Seas’’.

Far up the Ottawa, the “‘River of the Algonquins’’, as it was then
termed, we see in the summer of 1613 a little flotilla of canoes manned
by Indian paddlers, bearing the intrepid pathfinder and a few men-of-
arms to the foot of the Chaudic¢re Falls, the site of the future capital
of Canada.

Champlain knew nothing of the country that lay ahead, other
than from hearsay; he was unaware that he had established a route for
succeeding explorers, fur-traders and missionaries to the interior of
the continent—a water highway to the yet undiscovered Western
plains. On this, his first trip up the Ottawa, he went as far as Morri-
son’s Island four miles below the modern Pembroke.

From time to time, Indian stories of a great sea to the west filtered
into Quebec, and, in 1615, as soon as he could make ready, the “'Father
of New France'’, fired by his indomitable zeal, again ascended the
River of the Algonquins, accompanied by a young daredevil, Etienne
Bralé. Bralé had already ventured far up the great waterway to Lake
Huron, probably first of the white race to see those waters. Sinewy
arms drove the canoes beyond Morrison’s Island, portaged them from
the Ottawa River to Lake Nipissing and sped them down the French
River to Georgian Bay, deep into the country of the Huron Indians.
The dauntless explorer travelled overland to Lake Simcoe and there
was induced by a dusky horde of his newly-found friends to war
against the Iroquois. He needed Indian allies and was prepared to
share their interests to gain his ends. The Bay of Quinté at the mouth
of the Trent River was reached and the castern end of Lake Ontario
traversed. In a bitter battle at a village of the Onondagas, one of the
Iroquoian tribes, Champlain and his companions met defeat; he him-
self was grievously wounded. The incapacitated adveaturer was
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forced to winter with the Hurons, but was back in Quebec in 1616. He
had made remarkable discoveries, but had rashly drawn upon himself
and his nation the rage of the Iroquois. And he had almost lost his
life.

Meanwhile Etienne Bralé struck out on his own, apparently
going from Lake Simcoe, past the site of the present Toronto, to
wander far to the south and west, probably to the hitherto unpenetra-
ted wilderness at the head of Lake Huron, and possibly to the shores
of Lake Superior.

Confronting New France, whose white population numbered
some 30 souls, was an enormous field of promise. It was also a vast
geographical problem, incapable of any solution other than a forced
one. But for the present the most pressing need was the development
of the fur trade and a substantial colony of white men on the St.
Lawrence.

Tide Of Conquest

For the next 20 years the tide of European conquest crept west-
ward in gradually increasing momentum, driven by unquenchable
cravings for acquisitions and riches on the one hand, for the rescue of
pagan souls on the other. In comparatively swift succession new set-
tlements appeared above and below Quebec. British settlers made
their way to Acadia (Nova Scotia); Port Royal and Quebec were taken
by the British under Sir David Kirke, but Canada and Acadia were
restored to France with Champlain as first governor of the new realm.
A noted coureur-des-bois, Jean Nicolet, explored the Great Lakes, and
courageous Jesuits were martyred in the land of the Hurons.

On Christmas Day 1635, in his little citadel of Quebec, the great
Champlain passed to his reward. Of all the names of earliest Canadian
pioneers, his stands foremost.

On May 17, 1642, the village of Ville-Marie, forerunner of the
city of Montreal, was founded by Paul de Chomedy de Maisonnecuve.

Competition for discovery and possession set in. Jesuit mission-
aries and French explorers travelled through a large part of the country
to the north and west. Acadia was retaken by the British, then
restored to France a few years later. In 1659, Pierre Esprit Radisson
with his brother-in-law, Médard Chouart, Sieur des Groseillers,
reached the country beyond Lake Superior and pressed on along the
border of what is now Minnesota, possibly as far as present-day
Manitoba. In 1669, René-Robert Cachicr, Sieur de la Salle, struck out
from La Chine on the first of several famous explorations to the west
and south, the longest taking him down the Mississippi to the Gulf
of Mexico. Pére Marquette established a mission at Sault Ste.
Marie at the foot of Lake Superior. Returns from trade with the
Indians proved an enormous incentive to adventurous spirits of French
Canada on the St. Lawrence. Radisson and Groseillers, in seeking
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financial support to extend such enterprises, fell in with the British,
and impatient to further their discoveries and profits, availed them-
selves of English offers.

The Hudson’s Bay Company

As a result, on May 2, 1670, King Charles II granted a generous
charter to “"The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England
Trading into Hudson's Bay''. The King's cousin, Prince Rupert,
grandson of James I, became the first governor of the aptly-termed
“Hudson’s Bay Company'’, which was given complete jurisdiction
over all the territory between the estuaries of the enormous bay of the
north and the unknown sources of surrounding watersheds, under the
name of “Rupert’'s Land"".

Rival Traders And Claimants: The West Revealed

Within a few years there ensued a long and bitter struggle for
control of the fur trade and an uncompromising contest for supremacy
between the French and British. In 1679, Daniel Greysolon (ﬁl Lhut,
after whom the city of Duluth received its name, reached the upper
end of Lake Superior and took possession of the country in the name
of France; the British captured Port Royal, but were repulsed in an
attack upon Quebec.

In 1690-92, Henry Kelsey, a young employee of the Hudson's
Bay Company, journeyed inland from ““The Bay'’, eventually reaching
the country of the Assiniboine Indians. He was reputedly the first
white man to visit the buffalo plains of the Canadian West.

In 1733, Pierre Gaultier de Varennes, Sicur de la Vérendrye, born
at Three Rivers on the St. Lawrence, discovered Lake Winnipeg. Five
years later he reached the Red River and the Western plains, and in
1743, Pierre, one of his four sons, travelling with Indians through the
Missouri River region, discovered outlying ranges of the Rocky
Mountains. He then turned to the Saskatchewan River in the north,
where he built several posts, but lack of support brought all his plans
to a sad end.

Leaving York Factory on Hudson Bay in the spring of 1754, with
canoes manned by natives, Anthony Hendry of the Hudson's Bay
Company ascended the Hayes and Saskatchewan Rivers as far as the
Carrot River, where he left his boats, and pushed overland as far as
the country of the Blackfoot whom he found to be expert riders and
owners of many horses. He was probably the first white man to visit
the Blackfoot Confederacy, though it is possible Pierre de la Véren-
drye had encountered one of its several divisions farther south.

As a result of conflicts with the French, and by the Treaty of Paris
in 1763, the English came into possession of Canada, which thus far
roughly comprised the country bordering the St. Lawrence River, the
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Lower Lakes and an undefined area beyond. Rupert's Land and the
“Indian Territories’’, already under British auspices through the
medium of the Hudson's Bay Company, included the northern portion
of the immense interior plain of North America. In 1774, the English
guaranteed freedom of religion, language and laws to the French
Canadians.

Over The Rockies

In 1783, a group of far-sighted Montreal merchants formed the
North West Company and set out to exploit Canada’s resources, chief
of which at that time was fur.

In 1793, Alexander Mackenzie of the new and powerful trading
corporation crossed the Rocky Mountains, and on July 20, reached
the Pacific Ocean—the same vast water that laved the shores of far-off
Cathay. Thus came to fruition the dreams of Cartier, Champlain, La
Vérendrye and others.

Forfeiture To The United States

In 1796, Fort Michilimackinac, a British outpost at the foot of
Lake Superior, was turned over to the Americans concurrently with
the ceding of the section of country which became the states of Michi-
gan, Wisconsin and other portions of present-day United States. The
British garrison moved to St. Joseph's Island in Lake Huron.

(It was the garrison of Fort St. Joseph, augmented by traders
from Sault Ste. Marie and their Indian allies, which in the opening
days of the war of 1812 took back Michilimackinac by surprise, a
victory which influenced many wavering Indian tribes to swing to the
British. In the view of many historians this victory preserved what
is now Western Canada for the British Crown.)

Conception Of The Red River Settlement

In 1812, Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, a large shareholder in
the Hudson's Bay Company, planted colonists on the Red River in the
vicinity of today’'s Winnipeg, for the express purpose of counter-
acting the rivalry of the North West Company. For the purpose he
acquired a large block of land from the company. This was the first
agricultural settlement in Rupert’s land, the future Western Canada.

Three years later the ““Selkirk Settlement’ was broken up by the
North West Company but subsequently restored by Governor Semple
of the Hudson's Bay Company. Then a year later, Governor Semple
was killed at the ‘Battle OFSCVCII Oaks’’, and the settlement was again
dispersed.

In 1817, Lord Selkirk restored the settlement and made the first
treaty with the Indians of the North-West.






