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Overview of Parks Canada’s Mandate,
Roles and Responsibilities Related to
Environmental Assessment
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@\ Parks Canada Mandate

“To protect and present
nationally significant
examples of natural and
cultural heritage and foster
public understanding,
appreciation and enjoyment in
ways that ensure ecological
and commemorative integrity
for present and future

generations.” e
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Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, British Columbia




&\ Achieving Parks Canada’s Vision

» Foster a living legacy of natural spaces with functioning and intact ecosystems
and long term monitoring and research programs to inform their management

e Engage audiences to help them understand the benefits of these spaces,
Increase sense of connection and willingness to advocate for conservation

« Consult and collaborate with Indigenous people, visitors, neighbours, other
federal departments, other levels of government and other organizations




@ Parks Canada Agency

Cuiada’s Nutiniial Pagka Sysicin Plas Parks Canada is the largest federal
P o land manager

Operational Agency of >200 protected
areas:

e 46 National Parks = >300,000 km2 =
3% of Canada

e 4 National Marine Conservation
Areas = ~15,000 km?

e 168 National Historic Sites

Canada National Parks Act (CNPA), Canada
National Marine Conservation Areas Act
(CNMCA), Species at Risk Act (SARA)
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Legislation

Bl NMNational Historic Sites

[ National Parks, Reserves, and NMCA's

74 Inuvialuit Settlement Region

[ Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act
[ Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012

[1 Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act

] Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act

Parks Canada is accountable
under a number of pieces of
legislation and land claims to
Identify and manage
environmental effects Iin
protected heritage areas




@ EA Roles and Responsibilities

Projects within Parks Canada Heritage Areas

Majority of impact assessment work Is on projects
proposed within Parks Canada protected heritage
areas

As a federal land manager, Parks Canada must
assess potential of proposed projects to cause
significant adverse environmental effects (s.5,
5.67-69, CEAA 2012)

Report annually to Parliament (s.71 CEAA 2012)

Also routinely prepare Strategic Environmental Night Birds Returning, Gwait Haanas National park
Assessments under the Cabinet Directive



2. EA Roles and Responsibilities

Participation In Designated Project Reviews

« Parks Canada is a Federal Authority and provides specialist or expert advice
related to Parks Canada mandate (s. 20 CEAA 2012)

» Parks Canada is the federal government expert on archaeological resources and
works on all federal lands

Wreck of HMS Erebus 10



Approach

Projects on Parks Canada Lands
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EIA decision framework:
Process for Parks Canada to determine the EIA pathway of a proposed

@\ Projects on Parks

proppsal
C an ad a L an d S The proposed project meets the CEAA 2012 definition |Yes
of an emergency or was previously assessed.
Environmental Impact Analysis (EIA) . -
brocess apploable o he proposed [~  altemate
* Process developed by Parks Canada to meet _ project —
- No NO
CEAA 2012 Iegal reqL”rementS There are potential adverse effects to natural resources, fuétlf;\:r
f:ulturgl resources, or visitor experience, or further r(\aNchi .
* Integrated impact assessment process with | e O\
distinct mandate-focussed approach There are Parks Canada-approved best
management practices (BMPs) that address all
potential adverse effect
Key components: |
) _ ) ) ) ng;?lg(; The bgst level of impact.analysis is a basic o,r a detailed impact
° Early Integ ratlon Wlth project plannlng ElA? analysis (refer to the Guide to Parks Canada’s EIA Process).
 One window approach (for SARA, Cultural Complete a Complete a Basic
. . etailed Impact Impact Analysis (BIA)
Resource Management, and other legislation)  Analysis (1A Use the Bl emlacto
- - - . - ej:fﬂntga effects and develo
» Flexible, effective and efficient analysis cvors e rigeons rcomorsing
 Impacts on ecological integrity considered, P 5 apmote s
= - - Project Decision (FUS/Director of a
mitigated, and monitored i

Parks Canada applies conditions to all relevant permit(s) &

o Appropriate level of effort, linked to project risk authorization(s



http://intranet2/our-work/ecosystem-management-and-protection/environmental-assessment/guidance-and-tools.aspx?lang=en
http://intranet2/our-work/ecosystem-management-and-protection/environmental-assessment/guidance-and-tools.aspx?lang=en
http://intranet2/our-work/ecosystem-management-and-protection/environmental-assessment/guidance-and-tools.aspx?lang=en
http://mcdc-sp-portal.apca2.gc.ca/sites/fm/PAEC/EA/SitePages/BMP Library.aspx
http://mcdc-sp-portal.apca2.gc.ca/sites/fm/PAEC/EA/SitePages/BMP Library.aspx

&\ Pparks Canada Impact Assessment Directive (2015)

* Provides direction for application of impact
assessment legislation (CEAA 2012, northern
EA regimes)

o Clarifies requirements under all EA regimes

* Requires review of all projects likely to
result in adverse environmental effects

e Requires policy review before Impact
Assessment is initiated

Saturna Island, Gulf Island National Park Reserve

 ldentifies process, roles and responsibilities

Note: “Impact Assessment” is used to describe all processes under
all legislations instead of “Environmental Assessment” because of

the specific meaning of that term under CEAA 2012. 13



Approach

Participation in Designated Project Review
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Participation In Designated Project Reviews

&\ Participation in Designated Project Review

Participate on federal review team when potential
Impacts relate to Parks Canada’s mandated
responsibility

Expert Department role for projects that cross or
have potential adverse effects on Parks Canada
protected heritage areas

Work strategically with other government
departments (OGDs) to address areas of overlapping
mandates

Jasper National Park, TMX Pipeline

Focus on Issues of Concern and Valued Components

related to Parks Canada mandate 5



Approach

Strategic Environmental Assessment
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@ Strategic Environmental Assessment

Parks Canada prepares SEAs following the Cabinet
Directive on the Environmental Assessment of
Policy, Plan and Program Proposals

e« Management Plans, Policies, Treasury Board

Submissions
- "s Ha ~ T #'M ‘:mm' ' r
SEAs are also conducted on certain complex and san Haripdh 1 Uny R S v T s
novel visitor activities and developments Sunshine Ski hill, Banff National Park

e E.g. SKi hill expansions, new visitor use activities

17



@ Strategic Environmental Assessment

« Evaluate potential effects, including cumulative
effects, on ecological integrity, cultural
resources, and key visitor experience objectives

e Ensures proposals support overall ecological
and commemorative integrity objectives for
Parks Canada heritage places

o Parks Canada uses SEA results as a key input to N T e
Informed decision making for policy and future e e e e
project levels of assessment

18
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&\ Coordination

« Parks Canada participates as a member of federal
review teams for Designated Projects likely to
Impact a protected heritage area

o Parks Canada works collaboratively with OGDs to
fulfill its Federal Authority role and address areas
of shared mandate concern

* E.g. Working with ECCC air quality specialists to

evaluate trans-boundary air quality Issues that
may Impact a protected heritage area

.,I. # !
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« Parks Canada participates in the Whole of
Government approach to consultation with
Indigenous people, focussing on groups with whom
there is a relationship.

20



Questions?
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