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Lile ln A Heron Colony

A friendly sort, the Great Blue Heron gathers in
colonies to nest. One such colony, or heronry of
approximately 75-150 nests, exists in Fiustico lsland
within our National Park. Herons have been
returning to this colony every spring, usually in early
May, for the past two centuries. This noble creature
may be seen gliding gracefully over the shores of
our white sandy beaches throughout the summer.
When the cooler weather arrives, sometime between
late September and early October, the heron
ernbarks on its flight to the sunny south, usually
Georgia or Floridi. ,, ,
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After the heron returns to the Park in May, its first
task is to get the nests ready for the season. This
involves repairing old or building new nests if
necessary. Oddly enough, this large wading bird
makes its nest in the treetops! lt builds huge, flat
platforms of piled up twigs at the top of both living
and dead spruce or birch trees, sometirnes up to 13
metres above the ground. A single tree may support
two or more nests on different levels. From this high

any approaching danger, thus enabling it to protect
its young from predators such as crows, gulls, or
raccoons.

!n early May, four to five greyish-blue eggs are laid.
lncubation, usually requiring approximately 28 days,
is shared by both sexe$. After the young are born in
June, they stay in the nest until late July or early
August. ln the majority of cases, only one or two
loung:from each nest survive to take theii,first flight,

Park Symbol

The Great Blue Heron is such a regular and
prominent visitor, it was chosen to be the symbol for
our National Park. This symbol, known affectionately
as "Harold the Heron," will greet one and all at every
Park entrance, introduce most of our publication,
and guide one to the location of our National Park
activities.

ffition, !he, traditiona[flg-o3 golonyi':





* s'6lPtg"ffi
".,*- LA, fiW:lcrbiIe, i

*'*pecheurs)l se

r*-:::

La vie dans une h6ronni6re

Le grand h6ron arrive au parc national de l'[le-du-
Prince-Edouard au d6but de mai. ll fr6quente les
cotes du parc jusqu'i la fin de septembre ou la
mi-octobre. Chass6 par le froid, il drnigre vers les
rdgions plus chaudes de la Georgie et de la
Floride.
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Des son arrivtie, au printemps, le grand h6ron
prdpare son nid. ll occupe habituellement le
m6me nid, qu'il rdpare chaque anntie, mais il
arrive parfois qu'il en construise un autre. Le nid
consiste d'une structure de branchages qu'il
amdnage au faite des grandes dpinettes.

Au debut de mai, la femelle pond de quatre i cinq
oeufs d'un bleu grisitre. Les deux parents se
partagent la responsabilit6 de l'incubation qui
dure environ vingt-huit jours.

It n'y qu'une seule ponte par ann6e. Les petits,
qui 6closent en juin, restent dans le nid jusqu'i la
fin de juillet ou le debut d'aorit. Dans la plupart
des cas, il n'y a qu'un ou deux petits hdrons par
nid qui r6ussissent A prendre leur envol.

Symbole du parc

Le grand h6ron, qui nous visite r6gulidrement, est
devenu si important qu'on I'a choisi comme sym-
bole de notre parc national. Ce symbole, que tous
les gens affectionnent, se trouve a chaque entree
du parc, sur la page couverture de presque toutes
nos brochures et sur les panneaux qui'vous
mdneront aux activit6s ol'ganis6es de notre parc.
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