
Archaeological Investigations at Phillip's Garden and Point Riche, 
Port au Choix National Historic Park 

Report of 1985 Field Activities 

Prepared for: Historic Resources Branch 
Atlantic Region 
Parks Canada 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Prepared by: M.A.P. Renouf, Ph.D. 
Department of Anthropology 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John's, Newfoundland 

15 March 1986 



Archaeological Investigations at Phillip's Garden and Point Riche, 
Port au Choix National Historic Park 

Report of 1985 Field Activities 

Prepared for: Historic Resources Branch 
Atlantic Region 
Parks Canada 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Prepared by: M.A.P. Renouf, Ph.D. 
Department of Anthropology 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John's, Newfoundland 

15 March 1986 

068-001 10/86/10 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many people contributed to the success of this year's field season. 
As before, Parks Canada arranged lab space and accommodation which 
this year was particularly efficient and comfortable. We were 
delighted to arrive and find all in readiness, and as a result we 
could get out into the field immediately and maintain a high 
level of work. Responsible for this and other logistical and 
financial matters were Charles Lindsay of Historic Resources 
Research, Atlantic Division, Parks Canada, Edna Hall, Superintendent 
of National Historic Parks in Newfoundland, Bruce Bradbury, 
Superintendent of L'Anse aux Meadows and Port au Choix National 
Historic Park, and George O'Keefe, General Works Manager for the 
Port au Choix National Historic Park. Earl Luffman, Parks 
Archaeologist with the Atlantic Division, worked with us in the 
field as a crew chief and repeatedly risked life and limb by taking 
photographs of Phillip's Garden from the dizzy and windy heights 
of the photographic tower which he designed and built. I was 
grateful to Earl for taking all the Phillip's Garden photographs, 
and I appreciated his field experience, his van, and his constant 
good humour. Brian Gallant, Restoration Officer with the Atlantic 
Division of Parks arrived in time for one of the few days of 
driving mist in an otherwise glorious summer and put in the grid 
at Point Riche; back in Halifax he supplied us with air photos, 
maps, and Port au Choix Archaeology T-shirts. I appreciate very 
much the intensive work effort which the 1985 crew maintained 
throughout the summer; this was at the root of the project's 
success. I would like to thank my two crew chiefs, David Simpson 
and Carol Krol, and the rest of the crew, Mary Biggin, Scott 
Biggin, Barbara Gould, Troy Gould, Sue Kearsey, Jeanette Ryan, 
Katherine Scott, Michael Spence, Marianne Stopp, and Pat Wells. 
Mrs. Rita Offrey continued to be indispensable as our cook this 
year. As usual, we were sustained by both her fare and her sense 
of fun. Anne Douglas, secretary of Memorial's Department of 
Anthropology, regularly received messages from the field and 
responded to all requests quickly and cheerfully. Theresa Bishop, 
of the Newfoundland Historic Parks Association, efficiently managed 
crew salaries. 

Back in St. John's Sue Kearsey, Carol Krol, and David Simpson 
continued the cataloguing, Tip Evans drew the site maps and Doug 
Robbins drew the profiles. Memorial University Photographic Services 
photographed the artefacts and printed the maps. I am indebted to 
all of the above for their help. Last, but not least, thanks go to 
Valerie Andrews who helped with the multitudinous details of the 
final copy both within working hours and, when necessary, outside 
them. 

- 1 -



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ii 

LIST OF FIGURES iv 

LIST OF PLATES V 

1. INTRODUCTION 1 

2. 1985 PROGRAM AT PHILLIP'S GARDEN (7A200-500) . . . 2 

2.1 Objectives 2 
2.2 Excavation Procedures 2 
2.3 Cataloguing Procedures 4 
2.4 Description of Excavations at 7A284A-C 

and 7A283A 5 

2.4.1 Feature 1 5 

2.4.2 Feature 4 7 
2.4.3 Feature 5 9 
2.4.4 Feature 6 10 
2.4.5 Feature 7 H 
2.4.6 Feature 8 12 
2.4.7 Feature 9 12 
2.4.8 Feature 10 13 
2.4.9 Feature 11 13 
2.4.10 Feature 12 14 
2.4.11 Feature 13 14 
2.4.12 Area outside Feature 1 14 

2.5 Discussion of Feature 1 15 
2.6 Description of Excavations at 7A323A . . . . 17 

2.6.1 Feature 2 17 
2.6.2 Feature 3 > . 19 

2.7 Interpretation of Feature 2 20 

- ii -



PAGE 

3. 1985 PROGRAM AT POINT RICHE (7A58-59; 
7A500-561) 21 

3.1 Objectives 21 
3.2 Testing 21 
3.3 Surface Features 22 
3.4 Description of Excavations at 7A547 . . . . 23 

3.4.1 Stratigraphy 24 
3.4.2 Feature 1 24 
3.4.3 Feature 2 26 
3.4.4 Feature 3 27 
3.4.5 Feature 4 27 
3.4.6 Feature 5 27 
3.4.7 Feature 6 28 
3.4.8 Feature 7 29 

3.5 Discussion of Feature 1 29 
3.6 Description of Excavations at 7A525B . . . 31 

4. DISCUSSION 32 

5. PROPOSED 1986 EXCAVATION PROGRAM 34 

APPENDIX 35 

REFERENCES 77 

- ill -



LIST OF FIGURES 

PAGE 

Figure 1 Map of surface contours at Phillip's 
Garden, 7A274, 7A283-284, 7A294 3 a 

Figure 2 Phillip's Garden, 7A283-84, Feature 1, 
top of Level 4 6a 

Figure 3 Profiles from Phillip's Garden 19 a 

Figure 4 List of radiocarbon dates from Phillip's 

Garden and Point Riche 21a 

Figure 5 Operation map of Point Riche 22a 

Figure 6 Map of surface depressions at Point Riche . 23a 

Figure 7 Map of surface contours at Point Riche, 

VA547 24a 
Figure 8 Point Riche, 7A54 7, Feature 1, top of 

Level 4 2 5b 

Figure 9 Profiles from Point Riche 2 5c 

- iv -



LIST OF PLATES 

PAGE 

Plate 1 Phillip's Garden, Feature 1 with sod removed, 
looking east. 5a 

Plate 2 Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of Level 3, 
looking north. 5a 

Plate 3 Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of Level 4, 
looking north. 6b 

Plate 4 Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of Level 4, 
looking northeast. 6b 

Plate 5 Phillip's Garden, Feature 5, top of Level 3, 
showing worked whalebone in situ. 9a 

Plate 6 Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, a section of a 
bone sledge runner in situ in Level 3. 9a 

Plate 7 Phillip's Garden, Feature 6, Level 2, showing 
a portion of a soapstone bowl in situ. 10a 

Plate 8 Phillip's Garden, Feature 6, Level 2, showing 
an articulated seal flipper in situ. 10a 

Plate 9 Phillip's Garden, Feature 6, Level 2A, sledge 
runner segment in situ. 10b 

Plate 10 Phillip's Garden, Feature 2, sledge runner, 
segment in situ in Level 2. 18a 

Plate 11 Point Riche, 7A547 exposed to top of Level 4, 
showing holes in the bedrock. 25a 

Plate 12 Point Riche, 7A547, top of Level 4, looking 
east. 25b 

Plate 13 Point Riche, top of Level 4, close-up of 
7A547B, looking west. 26a 

Plate 14 Point Riche, 7A547, top of Level 4, looking 
north. 26a 

Plate 15 Point Riche, 7A547, top of Level 4, portion 
of soapstone vessel in situ. 26b 

- v -



PAGE 

Plate 16 Point Riche, 7A54 7, Feature 5, Level 3. 2 8a 

Plate 17 Point Riche, 7A547, Feature 5, Level 4. 28a 

Plate 18 Point Riche, 7A547, Feature 6. 28b 

Plates 19-31 Artefacts from Phillip's Garden and 
Point Riche. 35a-m 

Plate 32 Port au Choix Archaeology Open House held 
at the Interpretation Centre. 35n 

- vi -



1. Introduction 

The 1985 field season at the Port au Choix National Historic Park 

took place from 8 July - 23 August, following the 1984 program 

of reconnaissance and survey (Renouf, 1985a; 1985b; 1985c). As a 

result of that first season twelve previously unrecorded sites 

were located which included three Maritime Archaic, seven 

Palaeoeskimo, and five historic French and English components. In 

addition, the Dorset Palaeoeskimo site of Phillip's Garden was 

mapped and tested, the results of which demonstrated that much new 

information could be retrieved from the site despite extensive 

earlier excavations by Elmer Harp, Jr., then of Darmouth College 

(Harp, 1964; 1976). Of special interest and importance was the 

discovery of an undisturbed Groswater Palaeoeskimo component at 

the easternmost area of the site, which we called Phillip's Garden 

East. Another significant discovery was the undisturbed Dorset 

Palaeoeskimo site of Point Riche. This was roughly one third of 

the size of Phillip's Garden, had similar round and oval surface 

depressions and the same range and form of material culture. 

The general objectives of the 1985 field season were: 1) to carry 

out excavations at Phillip's Garden, 2) to fully test Point Riche 

and map the surface features, 3) to implement excavations at 

Point Riche, and 4) to retrieve faunal material and charcoal 

samples from both sites in order to establish their functional 

and chronological connection. 
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This report describes the methods used and the results of these 

excavations and although some preliminary conclusions are made 

data analysis is not included at this stage of the project. Analysis 

and synthesis of the prehistoric material from Port au Choix will 

appear after all excavation is complete and after the results of 

the faunal analysis are known. As extensive background information 

was presented in the report of the 1984 field season it will not 

be repeated here, and instead the reader is referred to Renouf 1985a. 

2. The 1985 Program at Phillip's Garden (7A200-500) 

2.1. Objective 

The research aims of the 1985 field season at Phillip's Garden 

were to excavate at least one house depression along with a portion 

of its external area and to excavate a part of a midden; it was 

hoped that the midden and house would be associated. This would 

provide information on 1) house structure, 2) activity areas, 

3) the nature and sequence of occupation, and 4) site seasonality. 

2.2 Excavation Procedures 

A grid, subdivided into 10m2, 5m2, 2m2, and lm2 , was placed over 

an area 300m2 (7A283A-B, 7A274B-C, 7A284A-D, 7A294A-D) within which 

there were two clear house depressions, one slightly larger, 

2 
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more rectangular, and deeper than the' other. There was a third 

and very shallow depression located in the southeastern corner. 

Proximal to one of the houses was a small mound which at first 

appeared to be an undisturbed midden but which was later revealed 

to be a small backdirt pile, probably from Harp's earlier excavation 

of nearby House 16. Elevations were taken at lm intervals, at 

some places at 50 cm intervals, and a contour map was drawn which 

shows the three depressions and the mound (Fig. 1). In the two 

deeper depressions a break appeared in the inferred wall areas. 

In the west depression the break appeared in the north wall, and 

in the east depression it occurred in the south wall. 

The sod was removed from 85m2 of 7A283 and 7A284 in preparation 

for a plan excavation whereby each level would be fully exposed 

at one time, then photographed and mapped before removal. Elevations 

were to be taken at 1 metre, and in places 50 cm, intervals at 

the top of each level to allow a superimposition of contour maps 

which would show the house and mound feature three dimensionally. 

As with the 1984 season, standard excavation forms were used to 

record each level within each lm^ unit. Large scale maps, 

supplementary to the 1:50 level maps were drawn of all interesting 

soil changes and features, and standardized forms were used to 

record all charcoal and soil samples collected within each 

unit. Artefacts were measured three dimensionally and given a lot 

number, and flakes and faunal material, recorded by level and 
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FIGURE 1 

Map of surface contours at Phillip's Garden, 7A274, 7A283-284, 7A294. 
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unit, were given lot numbers. All backdirt was dry sifted through 

3 mm mesh screens and flotation samples were taken from each 

level of each square in a north-south transect as well as from 

all features. Profiles of the baulks were drawn when the excavation 

area was taken down to the sterile level, Level 4 (Fig 3). 

2.3 Cataloguing Procedure 

Cataloguing procedures were slightly different this season. 

Whereas in 1984 the standard National Inventory Catalogue Format 

was used, this year we designed new forms for convenient entry 

of the data into a computer, using the data management program 

Database II. This was necessary because of the exceptionally 

large and otherwise unmanageable amounts of material that were coming 

out of both Phillip's Garden and Point Riche. DBII can quickly 

sort the data according to whatever combination of criteria is 

chosen. For example, artefacts can be sorted according to ascending 

or descending order of alphanumeric catalogue number and at the 

same time can be subsorted according to provenience, artefact 

type, etc. In this sense the program is just a basic sorting and 

merging device. However, the fact that the catalogue sheets were 

designed to provide not only provenience information but consistent 

artefact description and measurement means that some basic analysis, 

such as correlations and associations, can be done. 

The data from the catalogue sheets were entered into the computer 
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in the field and at Memorial University after the field season. 

This work is largely complete except for the bone artefacts which 

have not yet been entered. Thus the list of artefacts appended to 

this report can only be considered about 98% complete. The 1984 

artefacts have all "been catalogued on the old forms and the 

information is in the process being transferred to the new format. 

2.4 Description of Excavations at 7A284A-C and 7A283A 

2.4.1 Feature 1 

We opened up the western half of the gridded area which encompassed 

the western house depression and the small mound. This house 

feature had been mapped by Harp (1976) and was mapped again by us 

in 1984. The depression sho1 up well in Fig. 1 and, as previously 

mentioned, a break occurs in the northern wall area which might 

be interpreted as an entranceway. 

Level 1 was removed, with the result that the central depression 

became more pronounced and was further accentuated by a small 

number of rocks that became visible at the high points (Plate 1). 

Level 2 was excavated, exposing more rocks at the perimeter of the 

depression and enhancing the outline (Plate 2). This became a 

little less distinct when Level 3 was removed since the central 

depression was no longer highlighted by the absence of rocks, but 

the depression was still clearly visible (Plate 3). The interior 

of the house was defined as an area relatively clear of beach 
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Plate 1: Phillip's Garden, Feature 1 with sod 
removed, looking east. 

Plate 2: Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of 
Level 3, looking north. 
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rocks and surrounded by a slightly raised perimeter of beach 

cobbles (Fig. 2). A central depression measuring approximately 4 

metres east-west and 4 metres north-south took up most of the 

house's interior, and at the southern end was a slightly elevated 

platform measuring approximately 4 metres wide and 2 metres deep 

(Plate 3). The wall areas were raised 25-35 cm above the central 

area and the platform was elevated 28-35 cm higher. The break in 

the northern wall which showed up on the surface map was more 

clearly defined, and in Level 3 a number of large flat rocks and 

some large flat, board-like, pieces of worked whalebone were 

found at this location. 

No artefacts were found in Level 1, and most were found deep in 

Level 2 and in Level 3. We noted that in several places the 

dark organically stained soil of Level 2 was drier and sandier, 

and contained flecks of white sand, and we called this Level 

2A. We mapped it wherever it occurred, and it turned out to be 

almost exclusively associated with pit features. 

The east and west walls of Feature 1 were fairly well defined, 

and show up well in Plates 3 and 4. At E80-82 N00-05 an area of 

raised beach rock ran north-south almost in a straight line 

(Fig. 2). The east wall appeared at E86.5 N03-05, disappeared 

beneath the unexcavated portion of the grid to reappear at E86-87 

NOO-01.5. At unit E86 N04 Level 2 was unusually peat-like, 

especially in and around the rocks of the wall. The extent of 
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FIGURE 2: 

Phillip's Garden, 7A283-84, Feature 1, top of level 4. 
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Plate 3: Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of Level 
4, looking north. 

Plate 4: Phillip's Garden, Feature 1, top of 
Level 4, looking northeast. 


