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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The 1990 field season at the Port au Choix National Historic Park was the fourth
of the Port au Choix Archaeology Project, which began in 1984 (Renouf 1985a; 1985b;
1985¢; 1986a; 1986b; 1987; Renouf and Macpherson 1988; Brown 1988). The overall
objective of this program of research is the comparison of prehistoric economic strategies
at the Port au Choix and Point Riche Peninsulas (Fig. 1). Aboriginal cultural material
ranges from Maritime Archaic Indian (c. 4200-3200 B.P.), pre-Dorset Palaeoeskimo (c.
3500-3000 B.P.), Groswater Palacoeskimo (c. 2700-2100 B.P.), to Dorset Palaeoeskimo
(c. 2000-1200 B.P.). The main achievements of the 1984-1986 field seasons were: [1] site
survey with location of three historic and 14 prehistoric sites, [2] systematic testing of five
Palaeoeskimo sites, ranging in time from approximately 3000 to 1500 B.P., [3] the
excavation of one area at Phillip’s Garden East, a stratigraphically complex Groswater
Palaeoeskimo site, [4] the excavation of one house and the testing of two others at the
Dorset Palaeoeskimo site of Point Riche, [S] excavation of two houses and one midden
at the Dorset Palaeoeskimo site of Phillip’s Garden, and [6] salvage excavations at two
Dorset Palaecoeskimo burial sites, Crow Head Cave and Gargamelle Rockshelter (Brown
1988). Because a Maritime Archaic Indian cemetery site was found in the town of Port
au Choix (Tuck 1976) it is likely that one or more associated habitation sites are located
in the area. However, we did not find such a site during our 1984-86 surveys and as a
result the Port au Choix Archaeology Project has focused on Palaeoeskimo cultural
remains.

This uneven balance was addressed in the 1990 field season, the general
objectives of which were: [1] to begin excavating Phillip’s Garden West, which was
originally thought to be a Groswater Palaeoeskimo site, [2] to continue excavation at
Phillip’s Garden East in the hopes of clarifying the complex stratigraphy, locating a
second house feature, and widening the collection of organic artefacts, [3] continuing
excavation at Phillip’s Garden, focusing on areas outside the house features, and [4]
conducting an intensive and systematic site survey to establish the presence or absence
of a Maritime Archaic habitation site. A critical part of the survey was the town of Port
au Choix itself which is one of the most promising spots for Maritime Archaic
settlement. Because the town lies outside the Park boundaries, survey in this area was
funded by the Historic Resources Division, Department of Municipal and Provincial
Affairs, Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, the Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador’s Student Employment Program, the Government of Canada’s Challenge
90 Program, the Office of Research and Dean of Arts, Memorial University of
Newfoundland, and the town council of Port au Choix.

1.2 Excavation and Cataloguing Procedures

Excavation and cataloguing procedures followed those of previous years (Renouf
1985a:39-42; 1986a:3-5; 1987:3), the main features of which were [1] area excavation
proceeding by natural soil horizons with elevations taken at the surface of each level, [2]
dry-sifting all backdirt and water-sifting all faunal matrix, and [3] taking soil samples
from all features and levels for flotation. As in previous years artefacts were cleaned and
catalogued in the field and this year we were able to completely finish this task before
leaving. We had a field conservation lab and so the bone artefacts were treated
immediately after recovery. Darlene Balkwill of the Zooarchaeological Identification
Centre, Canadian Museum of Nature, processed and identified much of the faunal
material as it came into the lab.
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2 1990 PROGRAM OF WORK AT PHILLIP’S GARDEN WEST
(7ASS; 7A700-800; EeBi-11)

2.1 1984 Testing of Site

In 1981 William Fitzhugh of the Smithsonian Institution located this site (Fitzhugh
1982) which covered most of a 500 m” terrace, a few hundred metres west of Phillip’s
Garden (Plates 1la and b; Fig. 1), at about 13 m.a.s.. In 1984 we tested the area,
relocating the site and establishing its southern and western limits (Renouf 1985a:16-17).
The fine flaking of the otherwise undiagnostic cultural material (Ibid.:13) indicated that
this was probably a Groswater Palaeoeskimo site.

22 Objectives of 1990 Excavations

After the 1984 and 1986 seasons of work at Phillip’s Garden East it became
necessary to expand the sample of Groswater cultural material and so Phillip’s Garden
West became an important component of the 1990 field season. Our immediate purpose
was simply to excavate as much of the site as we could. Since the cultural deposit was
shallow and the stratigraphy straightforward we hoped to be able to expose a
considerable area (Plates 2a-b).

23 Description of 1990 Excavations
2.3.1 Introduction
An area 59m* was gridded, which included a 50m? block, off which three
short trenches extended (Fig. 2). This served to cover a central tract of the terrace while
at the same time investigating areas right up to the terrace edge; all excavations lay
within operation 7A702. As soon as the first artefacts were recovered it became clear
that the site was earlier than the Groswater site of Phillip’s Garden East.

2.3.2 Stratigraphy

The site is covered by a layer of peat averaging 60 cm thick, which was
called Level 1. There was an upper and a lower peat level, the former a dry, light peat
permeated with roots and the latter a moist reddish/brown peat containing large pieces
of decayed wood. This overlay the cultural level, Level 2, which was an almost black,
moist, peaty soil which ranged in thickness from 0-20 cm. Within this level were various
lenses: [1] lens A, a distinctive blue-grey sticky clay within which numerous artefacts
were found (Plate 3a), [2] lens B, which was dark like the regular level 2 but which had
a more granular texture, and [3] lens C, a shiny black level 2 with a very greasy texture.
These lenses seemed to be restricted to certain areas (lens A found sporadically
throughout all suboperations except 7A702B; lens B largely restricted to the eastern
trench of 7A702B and lens C restricted to the west trench of 7A702B) indicating that
they might be related to drainage. Level 3 was a thin layer of brown soil, ranging in
thickness from 0.5 - 2 ¢cm, which overlay the sterile pebble and boulder beach, Level 4
(Fig. 3; Plate 5b).




PLATE 1

a. Terrace at Phillip’s Garden West, in the foreground, showing its
relationship to Phillip’s Garden, in the background

b. Terrace at Phillip’s Garden West; looking south






PLATE 2
a. Grid on top of terrace at Phillip’s Garden West; looking northeast

b. Excavation in progress at Phillips’ Garden West; looking northeast
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PLATE 3
a. Soil stratification at the upper terrace of Phillip’s Garden West

b. Phillip’s Garden West, Feature 6






