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ABSTRACT

Monitoring Wilderness Quality: Kingsmere Wilderness Area,
Prince Albert National Park

Wayne R. Tucker
September 1998

Prepared in partial fulfillment of the Master’s of Environmental Design (Environmental
Science) Degree in the Faculty of Environmental Design, The University of Calgary

Dr. J. David Henry, Supervisor

This rescarch focused on the Kingsmere wilderness area of Prince Albert National Park.
The purpose was to identify essential experiential values for the Kingsmere wilderness
area that were determined through consultation with both the users and managers of the
area with measurable indicators established to quantify each value. For each of the
indicators established, the users determined what they felt were appropriate conditions
which were then compared to the results of an inventory of current conditions. The
results of the inventory and the definition of acceptable conditions led to a series of

management recommendations.

This research has, in addition to the identification of essential values and acceptable
conditions, developed a programme to monitor change in condition of each indicator.
The monitoring programme was developed to detect changes in indicator conditions in a
timely manner that would minimize both the deterioration of experiential and resource

conditions in the Kingsmere wilderness area and guide future management decisions.

KEY WORDS: Kingsmere Wilderness Area, Accessible Wilderness, Wilderness Quality,
Social Indicators, Resource Indicators, Thresholds, Monitoring, Management, User
Survey, Warden Service, Visitor Services
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