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Context 

What Is a Statement of~ Value? 
A Statement of Heritage Value is a record that confinns that a Parks Canada asset, or coiiSctlon 
of assets, meets the Agency's ~uirernen~ to be a cultural resource. It provides a sum~ry 
history of the cultural resource, its J!:Mita~ value (why It, is imp9rtant), and its character.-defloing 
elements (aspects of the resource' that express its heritage value). 

Approvals 
The statement of heritage VaJtJe:t~uires approval by the Field Unit Superintendent and the 
Director of Cultural Heritage POiig~and is ·d~ned to support decision-makinQ abOUt· 
management of a cultural fesource~ ' 
Interpretation 
Assistance to interpret the Statement of Heritage Value can be souglit from a Culfurat Resource 
Management (CAM) Advisor or a CAM sgec@ist. 

Assessments of Impacts 
'Nhen changes or Interventions are propcisE;KJ to cultural resources, the proposed changes and 
interventions are subject to an assessment of lmRBCfs using the Standards and GuideHnes for the 
Conservation of HistOric PlaC6S In Gahada. This Is not to preclude changes or interventions, but 
·rather to reduce posslbJe ri~ttve im~cts to the heritage value of the cultural resources. · 

FJexlbUity of Imp~ Qf ~es find lnterventJons 
Sustainable conservation gaJIS fQ!'C1 flexible and Integrated approach that balanCes CRM.With 
'Oth~ Agency objectiv~. If noo~ljv-~ !p)pac~s ~e expected to ~ heritage valUe of~ 9utru~~ . 
r~urce, these can ofte.n be'rEtCJ,Hc~<;Vqr el~mrQatoo through mitigations Clevelt?~ 'ln copsylt(!tron 
with the CAM Advtsor. :lf m~atlon'IS not possible, alternate•approaphes to certain asg§g!!,Of.? 
project, or altemat"!e means of pr~irl§ heritage varue, can be recommended {for Erxam~: · 
preservation through heritage r~cllnq and subsequent Interpretation). 

ResponslbiDty for DeclSion-Ma\(ing . 
Decision-making about an int~tiOh on the cultural resource remains with the Ft91d U~ 
·superintendent. 
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At Kingston Mills Lockstation, the Cataraqui River descends from Colonel By Lake to the Cataraqui 
Estuary, over a series of rocky ledges, a terrain which dictated a complex layout for the lockstation. 
A high stone arch dam, 120m long and 9m high, with a weir on its north end, is located across the 
original course of the river at the head of the falls. A power house, installed in 1913, operates south 
of the stone arch dam. 

Long earthen dams on each side of the stone arch dam hold back the water of Colonel By Lake. 
The wester1y dam is 800 m long, the easterly 600 m long. The set of four locks (locks 46-49) were 
built in a side channel west of the main channel of the river. The upper lock is attached to the south 
end of the stone arch dam. Below the upper lock, a large basin used for steamship repair still 
exists. The lower three locks are constructed in flight, with the lowest lock ending the canal at the 
level of Lake Ontario. 

A two storey blockhouse, constructed of stone (first storey) and wood (second storey) was 
constructed in 1833 and is situated strategically wah clear views north to Colonel By Lake and 
south over the flight of locks. The blockhouse was restored in X to tell the story of its military use; it 
was subsequently closed in 2012. 

A local road crosses the site with a modem ftxed bridge s9uth of the stone arch dam, and a 
modern swing bridge over lock 46. A CN rail bridge. constructed in 1929, carries modest rail traffic 
over locks 47-48. · · ··•· 

In 1904, a two storey wood framed lockmaster's house, now a small interpretive centre, was 
constructed adjacent to the road, west of the locks, while a small wood framed lock office was 
constructed in 1925 beside the tuming basin. 

Heritage Value: 
The Kingston Mills Lockstation landscape is a cultural resource of national historic significance that 
is a fundamental resource of the Canal system and integral to the Rideau's unique historical 
environment. · 

The heritage value of the lockstation landscapes of national historic significance of the Rideau Canal 
derive from: 

1 • associative and physical connection with the construction and early operation of the canal 
system; · I 

• contribution to the unique historical environment of the canal system; 
• visual and historic associations with heritage continuity along the canal system such as 

Chaffeys Locks, Newboro, Merrickville, Burritts Rapids and Ottawa; 
• role as landmark and providing a sense of continuity along the canal system; 
• surviving historic layout and configuration including their open spaces and circulation 

patterns; 
• surviving historic views both within and beyond the station boundaries; 
• contextual and heritage settings for the station's buildings and engineering works. 
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Character-Defining Elements: 
Key elements contributing to the heritage value of the Kingston Mills Lockstation landscape 
include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Locks 46-49, which contribute to maintainng the original appearance and function of the 
canal. 
1833 two storey stone blockhouse, complete with loopholes, machicolations and 
overhanging eaves, dominates the landscape adjacent to lock 46 
1830 east and west clay dams, which created Colonel By lake, and are important in the 
continuing operation of the canal; .~;·1 
1830 stone arch dam and outer weir, important in the c_bntinuing operation of the canal: 
1904 two storey L-shaped plan, wood-framed lockm~ter's house 
1925 wood-framed lock otftce •. 
Replica single-lane swing bridge carry local traffiC over lck:k 46 
Rugged, rocky terrain, part of the Frontenac Arch geologic'formation, as evidenced to the 
east of the locks and south through the excavated channel; ' , 
Surviving historic layout and configuration including their open spaces and circulation 
patterns: 
Known and potential terrestrial archaeological resources 
Known and potential underwater archaeological resources 

~ . 

A0037973 _ 6-000006 

3 



Docwuents I'eleased under the Access to [11jornuztio11 Act. 
Docwuents conununi(}Ues en ve1·tu de Ill Loi sur l'acces tll'i11/ornwtioJL 

Heritage Value Statement 
Kingston Mills Lockstatlon Landscape 

Rideau Canal NHS 
DRAFf September 15 2015 

A0037973 _7 -000007 

4 



Docwuents I'eleased under the Access to [11jornuztio11 Act. 
Docwuents conununi(}Ues en ve1·tu de Ill Loi sur l'acces tll'i11/ornwtioJL 

Heritage Value Statement 
Kingston Mills Lockstation Landscape 

Rideau Canal NHS 
DRAFT September 15 2015 

A0037973 _ 8-000008 

5 



Documents released under the Access to Information Act. 
Documents conmmniques en vertu de hl Loi sur l 'acces a l 'infornwtiOIL 

Heritage Value Statement . 
Kingston Mills Lockstation Landscape 

Rideau Canal NHS 

DRAFT September 15 2015 

A0037973 _ 9-000009 

6 


