
 
Figure 7 Utilized flake and hammer stone from South Brook Park (DgBj-3) (Mills)  

 
Signal Hill National Historic Site 
Aardvark Archaeology Ltd produced an interpretation program of 
the archaeological resources on Signal Hill National Historic Site in 
St. John’s (Figure 8).  This pilot project collated all of the known 
archaeological resources investigated at the site since the mid-1960s.  
Archaeologists Edward Jelks and Robert Ferguson each conducted 
major archaeological projects on Signal Hill in the 1960s and 1980s.  
Karlis Karklins in 1969 and Bill Gilbert in the 1990s conducted 
small-scale investigations at the site.  Primarily, these projects 
focused on the many military-related structures and defensive 
positions built between 1795 and 1945 (Figures 9 to11).  These 
include barracks, hospitals, gun and mortar batteries, magazines, 
canteens and storehouses from the British era (1795-1870) and even 
American gun batteries and machine gun nests from the Second 
World War.  American soldiers occupied Signal Hill between 1941 
and 1945 and gun positions were built there to protect St. John’s. 
 
This archaeological interpretative piece will be used in the 
production of “History at Your Feet”, a tour program designed to 
provide participants with a more personal and in-depth experience 
than what is currently offered at the site. Using a variety of resources 
including excavation photographs, historic documents, artist’s 
conceptions and actual artifacts, the participants will experience how 
archaeological investigations are conducted and how these resources 
are combined to interpret the military and social history of the site 

(Figures 8 & 9).  It is anticipated that this program will be in place 
for the 2006 visitation season.  
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Figure 8 Defences on top of Signal Hill in 1800 (from Candow 1979) (Mills) 
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Figure 9 Workers excavating at Ladies Lookout in 1966 (From Jelks 1973) (Mills) 

 

 
Figure 10 Archaeologist Edward Jelks standing by the excavated ruins of the 1835 canteen at Ladies Lookout in 1966.  

(From Jelks 1973) (Mills) 
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Figure 11 Foundations exposed at the Queen’s Battery in 1966 (From Jelks 1973) (Mills) 

 
St. Lawrence Gateways Project 

2005 Field Report 
William W. Fitzhugh1 and Yves Chrétien2

Introduction 
The 2005 St. Lawrence Gateways Project conducted its fifth season 
along the Quebec Lower North Shore from 23 July to 25 August. 
Project goals include investigation of the prehistory and early history 
of the LNS from its earliest settlement to modern times with 
emphasis on aboriginal culture history, history of early European 
exploration and contact with Native peoples, and identification of 
shifting boundary zones between Inuit, Innu, and European groups. 
Field research has been conducted yearly since 2001 and detailed 
yearly reports have been issued (Fitzhugh 2001; Fitzhugh and 
Gallon 2002; Fitzhugh and Sharp 2003; Fitzhugh, Chrétien, and 
Sharp 2004; Herzog and Moreau 2004; Fitzhugh, Chrétien, and 
Sharp 2005; Fitzhugh in press). 
 
The archaeology of the Quebec Lower North Shore is poorly 
known and has not been received much scholarly attention because 
it has been pursued more from a cultural resource management than 
a research perspective. The region is remote, rugged, and ethnically 
diverse, and while archaeologically rich, is almost unknown to the 
broader academic community. Only Blanc Sablon has a long and 
published record of prehistoric archaeology (e.g. Harp 1963; Martijn 
1974, McGhee and Tuck 1975; Levesque 2002; Pintal 1998), while 
reports by Niellon (1986, 1996), Niellon and Jones (1984), Drouin  
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(1988), Turgeon (1987, 1990, 1994), and others provide a framework 
for the historical period, with most interest focused on early 
European settlement, especially Basque. 
 
Our first Quebec LNS project in 2001 surveyed the coast from the 
Mingan Islands to the Strait of Belle Isle (Fitzhugh 2001). In 
subsequent years we narrowed the focus to the least-known region 
between Cape Whittle and St. Augustine, concentrating on the outer 
island and headland regions. Discovery of a Basque site at Hare 
Harbor on Petit Mécatina led to initiation of a multi-year program at 
this site, but surveys and excavations was also conducted at other 
sites. During the course of this work we have identified and 
excavated Early and Late Maritime Archaic sites with longhouses, 
located the western-most known Groswater Paleoeskimo sites, and 
have found traces of Inuit presence west of their historically-
recorded locations in the vicinity of St. Paul River (Fitzhugh in 
press). 
 
The 2005 field season concentrated on studies of the Mécatina 
Basque site by combining an exploratory survey of the site’s 
underwater resources with excavation of a wet portion of the land 
site that promised to provide information on organic remains not 
preserved elsewhere on shore. We also planned to expand surveys 
around our base location at Harrington Harbor. 
 
Hare Harbor 1 
The 2005 excavations at the Hare Harbor-1 (EdBt-3) Basque site on 
Petit Mécatina had three goals: surveying the underwater site 
discovered in 2003; excavating the wet deposits found in Area 3 in 
2004; and searching for other features and structures. For the first  
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