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PARKS CANADA IS PLANNING 
FOR THE F I T I I E Of WOOD NFFALO NATIONAL 
PARK AND WE NEED Y O U NELP. 

PARCS CANADA SOLUCITE VOTRE COUAOORATION 
ANX PLANS D'AVENIRQI'IL EST EN 
TRAIN O'ELABORER POOR LE PARC NATIONAL 
WOOD BUFFALO. 

Vol.1 No.2 
RENETAWAYMITINAN TA WECHENEAR OMA 
KAWAY WEASCHERIAR OCHE WOOD 
MFFALO NATIONAL PARR. 

This the second in a series of newsletters 
from Parks Canada concerning the development of the plan. 

SOME OF THE TOPICS THE PLAN WILL BE CONCERNED WITH ARE: 

management of the bison herd, 
park roads and trails, 
protection and management of 
the Peace-Athabasca Delta. 
Pine Lake recreational area, 
hunting and trapping in the park. 

- settlements at Garden Creek 
and Peace Point. 

- forest fire management. 
- level and scale of development. 
- access into or through the park. 

You can help plan the park by making your views known, by provid­
ing us with information and by giving us your ideas on how these, and 
other issues could be resolved. 

Pares 
Canada 
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CET BULLETIN DE NOUVELLES 
ESTAUSSIDISPONSIBLE 

EN FRANCAIS. 

TATO KANEHEYOWIK. ETAKWIN TANTOTAMIK OAAA KA KISASINA-
HAAAAK. ACHIMOASINAKIN KANTOTAMOWAWUK UNKIC KAKI 
WEHYACKICAWUSPIC. 

EYAKOAAA AKITASOON. BOX 750, FORT SMITH N.W.T. XOE OPO, 
PHONE 872-2649. 

EYAKOMA KASKOSCHCHIKIMAKAK-ACHCHIMOSASINAKAN UNSTUM 
KAKIMUSINAHAMAK. 

NESWASKI KAWAY NOCHITATOW OMA KAWEASCHIKICHIC NEYAK 
OCHAW.B.N.P. 

NEKAN ASINAHINAN ETA TAKAKWAYCHIKIMWIK TANSI TESI-
WECHITASWIK EKWA NEWEHANANIC UNKIC TA WECHIKWIKWUK. 
IYAK MENA NEWETINAN TANIHI KAWAY PIMSAHAKIC 

KINTAWAYMKONAWOW KISTAWOW TA IMOTAMIC TANSI 
ESKWAYACH TISPAIK OMA KA WEASCHIKIC W.B.N.P. MAMKOSTINAN 
UNIHIC MISTAHAY KITITAKWAIC. 

MENA NE MUSINAHINAN SKWIACH TANSI KIYAS KAPISPAIK. KIWIK 
EYAKO TAWECHIKWIK KISTAWOW TANSI TISI WECHIHIYAK OMA 
KAKAWAY WEASCHIKIAK. 

KAPISAPWASAHINAWOW MUSINAKUNS. 
KISPIN KEPESAPWASAHIN ASAY KIWEHIWIN EKWASI 
KANOWITENAN KIWEHIWIN. 
- KA ASAWAPATINAWOW ACHIMOUSINAKUNIC 
NIPACHIPCHIKUNA. 
-KANTOTINAWOW PIKESWAKUNICK EKWA MAMOPIKIC 
KITOTNANAWOW. EKWA KA PIMUSINAKANAWOW. KIMAMOWPIKIC 
ACHIMOASINAKUNS TA SAPWASAYKATEWA. EKWANIC 
KASAWAPATIN AWOW. 
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THE PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN 
WHAT IS IT? 

A management plan is a 
comprehensive set of guidelines 
that Parks Canada uses as a 
guide to administer the resources 
and uses of a national park. Al l 
such plans are approved by the 
minister responsible for Parks 
Canada. 

Each plan is an expression of 
Parks Canada's policies for a 
national park, within the context 
of the surrounding region. 

The plan provides information 
on the opportunities which are 
available to use and enjoy the 

park and the degree and type of 
resource protection which is 
required. 

The park management plan is 
prepared to guide the 
management of the park for a 
period of ten to fifteen years. 
However, Parks Canada wi l l 
monitor the implementation of 
the management plan and wi l l 
review the plan periodically. 

Changes to the park plan wi l l 
be approved by the minister 
responsible for Parks Canada. 

THE PLANNING PROCESS 
THERE ARE FOUR MAJOR STEPS IN THE PROCESS: 

1. Deciding on the purpose of the park and 3. 
its objectives. 

2. Identifying important problems that have 4. 
to be solved. 

Deciding on different ways to solve the 
problems and reach the objectives. 
Selecting the best overall plan. 

PREPARING PARK PURPOSE & OBJECTIVE STATEMENTS 
I 

PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT 

IDENTIFYING ISSUES & COLLECTING INFORMATION 
I 

PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT 

PREPARING ALTERNATIVE PLANS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS 
J 

PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT 

SELECTING A FINAL PARK PLAN 
I 

PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT 

FINAL APPROVAL 

The final park plan includes the park purpose statement and management objectives, the in­
formation and analysis resulting in the plan, and the plan decisions. 
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WHO 
PREPARES THE PLAN 

A planning team based in Fort 
Smith, N.W.T. works with Parks 
Canada staff, consultants, and 
the public to complete the work 
required for each stage of the 
process. The documents and 
material prepared as part of the 
planning process require the 
approval of senior Parks Canada 
management. The f inal 
management plan is approved 
by the minister responsible for 

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

Since the national parks belong 
to all Canadians, you, the 
public, are invited to participate 
in the planning program. As 
shown on the diagram, you are 
provided at each stage of the 
process, with an opportunity to 
influence the development and 

Parks Canada. 
The planning team considers 

many different types of 
information in preparing the plan 
including your comments, the 
National Parks Act and Parks 
Canada Policy, information on 
park resources and the people 
who use them, park visitors and 
the issues and characteristics of 
the park region. 

The Management Planning Team: Back row - Ian Church, Naturalist; Jim 
Johnston, Planner; Front row • Maureen Crowe, Public Participation Co­
ordinator; Ray Whaley, Resource Conservation. 

outcome of the plan. 
A public participation co­

ordinator has been appointed to 
encourage you to become 
involved and to assist you in 
making your views known. This 
co-ordinator is based in Fort 
Smith, N.W.T., and wi l l work 

closely with the planning team to 
ensure your views are considered 
in preparina the plan. 

Comment from people through­
out Canada and elsewhere as 
wel l as input f rom you who live 
in the region of the park wi l l be 
solicited during the planning pro­

cess. The success of the manage­
ment plan wi l l depend to a large 
extent on your involvement and 
how wel l issues are discussed and 
resolved. 

LOCAL LIAISON 
OFFICERS 

Individuals f rom communities 
in and around the park and from 
hunters' and trappers' 
organizations have been 
appointed to act as local co­
ordinators. These people wi l l 
ensure that local concerns are 
addressed by the plan and 
provide liaison between their 
community or group and the 
planning team. 

Hilda Lepine Rene Mercredi Mary Jane Stewart 

These individuals are: 

1. Fort Chipewyan - Hilda Lepine 
2. Fort Smith-Rene Mercredi 
3. Pine Point - Mary Jane Stewart 
4. Little Red River Band including Garden Creek - Simon Nanooch 
5. Wood Buffalo National Park Hunters' & Trappers' Association -

Jackson Whiteknife 
7. Fort Resolution - Yet to be appointed. 
8. North Slave Trappers Association - Cathy MacDonald 
9. Peace Point - Charlie Simpson 

These people wi l l ensure that residents receive and understand 
information about the planning program and they wi l l also assist 
with public meetings and workshops and wi l l periodically meet 
together with the public participation co-ordinator. 

If you want specific information, have questions, concerns or 
suggestions see your local liaison officer or contact: 

Maureen Crowe 
Public Participation Co-ordinator 

P.O. Box 750 
Fort Smith, N.W.T. 

XOE 0P0 
Phone: (403) 872-2649 

Simon Nanooch Raymond Sonfrere 

Jackson Whiteknife Cathy MacDonald 
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provide opportunities to ask 
questions, discuss issues, share 
information, present points of 
view and opinions. 

wi l l be held in communities 
around the park and in desig­
nated larger centres at each 
stage of the planning program. 

times and places advertised 
prior to the meetings, 
records of proceedings kept 
and copies distributed to parti­
cipants. 
for special meetings/workshops 
with specific groups or organi­
zations contact the public parti­
cipation co-ordinator. 

- talk to the planning team. The 
team members are: Jim Johns­
ton, Planner; Ian Church, Inter­
pretation; and Ray Whaley, Re­
source Conservation. 

Complete and mail the form on 
the last page of this newsletter 
for more information. 

- write down your comments 
and suggestions in a letter or a 
brief and forward them to 
Maureen Crowe, Public Partici­
pation Co-ordinator at P.O. Box 
750, Fort Smith, N.W.T. XOE 0P0. 

- people residing in local com­
munities may obtain assistance 
in preparing their brief or letter 
from their local co-ordinator. 

PURPOSE STATEMENT FOR 
WOOD BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 

Parks Canada's overall objective is to protect for all time, representative natural areas of Canadian significance in 
a system of national parks and to encourage public understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment of this natural 
heritage so as to leave it unimpaired for future generations. The park purpose and management objective state­
ments describe how each of the 28 national parks contributes towards that overall objective. 

Presented here is a purpose statement for Wood Buffalo National Park. This purpose statement describes Parks 
Canada's view on the place of the park in the National Park System and in the South Mackenzie/Northeastern 
Alberta region. Your views on the park purpose statement are encouraged, since it, together with the management 
objectives, define the conditions or situations that the park planning process wi l l attempt to achieve. 

PARK 
PURPOSE 

Wood Buffalo National Park 
protects for all time a natural area 
of Canadian significance repre-
sentataive of the Northern Boreal 
Plains, the Southern Boreal Plains 
and Plateau and the Northwest 
Boreal Uplands. The park, one of 
the largest in the world, lies astride 
the Alberta/Northwest Territories 
border and preserves an outstand­
ing example of the northern bor­
eal wilderness. 

RESOURCES OF 
THE PARK 

Located on the ecotone 
between the southern and 
northern boreal plains and the 
contact between the interior 
plains and the Canadian Shield, 
the park is primarily comprised of 
a vast and imperfectly drained 
plain underlain by sedimentary 
rock and covered by a multitude 
of meandering streams, shallow 
lakes and bogs. 

Significant landform features 
found within the park include the 
Birch and Caribou Mountains. 
Their slopes are continually being 
eroded and in some areas the 
oversteepened slopes have 
slumped, exposing fossils of life 

forms common in the seas of the 
Cretaceous period. Particularly 
abundant are fossil fish scales. 

The Devonian limestone 
gypsums and evaporites of the 
northern boreal plains are 
evident in a number of areas and 
spectacular exposures occur 
through much of the park where 
caves have collapsed creating 
sinkholes. The park contains the 
most extensive gypsum karst 
area known in the wor ld. 
Associated wi th this landscape is 
an unusual hydrologic regime. A 
number of species of bats and the 
red-sided garter snake are 
believed to be dependent on the 
karst formations for survival. 

Protected within the park are 
vast salt plains. During dry times 
of the year salt mounds and 
ridges up to four feet high may 
occur. Native people, early 
explorers and missionaries 
stopped in this area to procure 
their salt. As we l l , the park 
protects the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta, one of the largest fresh 
water deltas in the wor ld. The 
delta is an important nesting and 
staging area for water fowl , 
supports a variety of fish 
populations, most notably the 
goldeye, and large numbers of 
muskrats, as wel l as large 
mammals including bison and 
moose. 

The park supports a northern 
boreal forest of jack pine, aspen, 
spruce, tamarack, wet sedge 
meadows and extensive 

muskegs influenced by surface 
water, and permafrost. Salt 
tolerant species flourish on the 
salt plains and in some areas, 
waters containing hydrogen 
sulfide gas surface as springs, 
providing habitat for unusual 
algae and bacterial colonies. 

Originally set aside to protect 
the last remaining herds of wood 
bison, the park now protects a 
number of important wi ld l i fe 
values including most of the last 
remaining Alberta nesting sites of 
the endangered peregrine 
falcon, the nesting grounds of the 
endangered whooping crane, 
plus the largest free roaming 
herd of bison in the wor ld. In 
addit ion, the park supports a 
number of wi ld l i fe species 
characteristic of the boreal forest, 
including moose, woodland 
caribou, wolves, black bear, and 
a large number of smaller 
aquatic and terrestrial mammals. 

Little is known of this park's 
prehistory, however, stone arti­
facts found on old occupation 
sites show that native peoples 
have utilized this area for 
thousands of years. 

The history of European man in 
the park region has passed 
through several phases including 
contact wi th natives; exploration 
and the fur trade; settlement and 
development of the northern 
transportation network; northern 
resource development; and con­
servation and resource protection 

as exempli f ied by current park 
management. Artifacts such as 
flint implements and old occupa­
tion sites reflecting past activities 
can be found in the park. 

Man's activities continue to be 
important in Wood Buffalo 
National Park. Local native 
people, still pursue their 
traditional activities of hunting, 
fishing and trapping. 

PUBLIC 
APPRECIATION 
AND AWARENESS 

The park wi l l encourage public 
understanding of the meaning 
and value of its natural and 
cultural resources. The boreal 
plains theme is an overall focus 
for interpretation, however, 
components of the park resource 
base provide individual 
opportunities for appreciation 
and understanding. The contact 
between the Canadian Shield 
and the interior plains provides 
opportunities to compare and 
contrast two major biophysical 
regions of Canada. The karst 
landscape not only provides 
insights into the formation and 
weathering processes of the 
interior plains bedrock, but also 
provides opportunities to gain an 
appreciation of the adaptations 
of individual species to the karst 
landscape. The conservation 

(to page 8) 

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE 

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND DROP-IN CENTRES 
DISCUSSION WITH 
PLANNING TEAM LETTERS AND BRIEFS 


