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FOREWORD 

On March 25, 1730, the King of France granted François Poulin de 
Francheville the right to mine the iron deposits located on his 
Saint-Maurice seigneury. With this concession at last came recognition 
of the many requests with which the colonial administrators had been 
flooding the mother country since 1660 in regard to the mining of the 
ore in New France. Moreover, it meant the establishment of one of the 
first metallurgical industries in Canada, Les Forges du Saint-Maurice, 
which would be in almost continuous operation until the end of the 19th 
century. 

Aware of the impact of this event on a developing country, several 
historians have concentrated on recounting the principal stages in the 
development of the ironworks. If one limits oneself solely to this 
point of view, the body of historical writings seems quite small; only 
sane 20 works could be the subject of a historiography of the Forges du 
Saint-Maurice. However, the popularity of the subject in other 
disciplines, as shown by the large number of publications devoted to the 
Saint-Maurice area, prompted us to extend the meaning of the term 
"historiography." We felt it necessary to examine the fate of Les 
Forges in a broader context. 

To this end, we studied close to 200 works: monographs on local 
history, government brochures, dictionaries, articles from periodicals 
and so on. In them we found analyses or descriptions from the 
viewpoints both of pure and applied sciences like biology, geology, 
metallurgy and technology and of social sciences like economics, 
ethnology and sociology. In compiling this material we were able to 
identify the major themes within which the industry of Les Forges might 
be considered, either formally or informally. 

The first part of this historiography examines works dealing with 
the Saint-Maurice area from the point of view of the physical, 
industrial and human environnent. In the second part, we study those 
works which look specifically at Les Forges. Since this venture was 
unique, we felt it would be useful to add a third part: a comparative 
study. We present typical examples from the iron industry in France and 
several industrial communities in Great Britain and the United States 
and try to determine the similarities and differences between them and 
Les Forges. 

Within this framework, the role of historians comes alive. Who are 
they and what do they do? With reference to the disciplines already 
mentioned, we can identify three distinct groups. The first relates 
historical facts along socio-economic or genealogical lines. Included 
in this group are such writers as Benjamin Suite, Albert Tessier, 
Joseph-Noël Fauteux, Hervé Biron, Marcel Trudel, Cameron Nish and Fred C. 
Wurtele. The second group, which includes Raoul Blanchard, Thomas 
Boucher, Napoléon Caron, Stanislas Drapeau and Bollard Dubë, among 
others, undertakes a more general study of Les Forges. The third group 
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is made up of scientists, some of the more noteworthy of whom are 
geologists Jacques Bêland, Ernest Pageau and David J. McDougall and 
metallurgists James H. Bartlett, Fathi Habashi and Joseph Obalski. 

There are clear differences in the approaches taken by these 
authors. It is probably not simply a coincidence that some of them 
actually come from the Trois-Rivières area. They no doubt wanted to 
draw attention to a place which was dear to them, and so wished to 
popularize their knowledge in order to reach a wide audience. 
Consequently, they organized their documentation, which was just as 
often from oral sources as from written ones, in an empirical manner. 

A more scientific approach to history is also found. It reflects 
systematic research conducted in archives and libraries or in the field. 
These works provide experts with a variety of interpretations in the 
fields of political, economic, social, scientific and technological 
history which may be accepted or disputed and may give way to the 
findings of later authors. 

Taken in this context, the historiography of Les Forges du 
Saint-Maurice therefore presents a wide range of possibilities. It 
remains to be seen just how accurately the development of this industry 
and its influence on 18th- and 19th-century Canada have been described. 
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PART I THE SMOT-MAURICE REGION - GENERAL AND SPECIALIZED STUDIES 



THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

Land Area 

The most s t r ik ing charac te r i s t i c of the Saint-Maurice area i s i t s 
vastness . In Etudes sur le développement de la colonisation, which 
appeared in 1863, Stanislas Drapeau1 describes i t as being 144 miles 
wide. He se ts as i t s l imi ts the counties of Maskinongé, Saint-Maurice, 
Champlain and Portneuf on the Saint Lawrence side and the 50th pa ra l l e l 
north in the hinter land, giving i t a t o t a l area of approximately 24,140 
square miles. 

In the 19th century, the Saint-Maurice Valley i t s e l f was the main 
area of sett lement. The region received financial assistance from the 
government several times for the purpose of such settlement, especially 
between 1854 and 1862. Basing his work on the reports of government 
commissions and colonial agents, Drapeau reveals the progress and 
shortcomings in th i s regard, giving a detailed descript ion of each of 
the counties mentioned above. The author f i r s t indicates the 
township boundaries in Maskinongé (Peterborough and Hunterstown) and 
Saint-Maurice (Caxton and Chaouênigane). He then describes the parishes 
in the regions involved, giving the i r real and projected boundaries, as 
well as the amount of land owned and cul t ivated . A table shows which 
counties or townships were offering lo t s for sale and what pr ices they 
were asking.2 

Continuing in the same vein as Drapeau, Thomas Boucher 
picturesquely describes in Mauricie d'autrefois^ the gradual 
establishment of parishes in the upper and lower Saint-Maurice Valley. 
Many date from the middle of the 19th century, including Saint-Ti te and 
Sain t -Stanis las , which developed simultaneously in the Batiscan area. 
Other sett lements, for example, Saint-Sëverin and Saint Timothée, sprang 
up l a t e r in th i s region. The author points out that these parishes on 
the r ight bank of the Batiscan River had no boundaries in the unsettled 
areas to the north and northeast. He s t resses the importance of the 
lumber industry and t rade, which led to the establishment of other 
pos t s , in pa r t i cu la r Les Grès, Saint-Mathieu and Sainte-Flore, and the 
opening around 1860 of new routes into the upper Saint-Maurice Valley, 
such as the road between Les Pi les and La Tuque. 

These same a c t i v i t i e s hastened the development of the town of 
Trois-Rivières, s i tuated at the confluence of the Saint-Maurice and the 
Saint Lawrence. According to Raoul Blanchard in Le Centre du Canada 
français,4 the town was only a temporary summer camp and 
fur-trading post under the French regime and l a t e r remained a small 
administrative centre with no indus t r ia l base. A sleepy community on 
the banks of the Saint Lawrence, i t experienced l i t t l e growth unt i l the 
end of the 19th century, when the f i r s t navigation on the Saint-Maurice 
River gave i t new l i f e . 
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Stanis las Drapeau explains where the Saint-Maurice begins and ends 
and iden t i f ies i t s t r i bu t a r i e s : the Mataouin, the Makinak, the 
Bastonais, the Croche and Rivière aux Rats.5 There are several 
explanations as to the history of the r i v e r ' s name. According to Amour 
Landry in Bribes d'Histoire,^ the f i r s t name for the r iver was 
Métabéroutine, an Algonquin word meaning "exposed to a l l winds." He 
writes that i t was l a t e r called Fouez or Foix by Jacques Cart ier and 
Marc Lescarbot, a name which i t kept un t i l the 18th century, when i t 
bécane Rivière des Trois-Rivières. Benjamin Suited disputes the 
authent ic i ty of Landry's sources and does not believe that these names 
were used for long. As Landry does l a t e r , Suite s t a t e s that the name 
Saint-Maurice was probably given in honour of Maurice Poulin de La 
Fontaine, who in 1668 was given a fief along the length of the r ive r . 
After the Conquest, the English called i t Black River. In the 
19th century i t was also called Rivière des Cheneaux. 

Plan of "Forges de Trois-Rivières" in 1735. Note especially the road 
la id out by Francheville to connect Les Forges du Saint-Maurice with the 
c i ty of Trois-Rivières, also the location of the bog-iron deposi ts . 
(Public Archives Canada, neg. C15782.) 
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Natural Features 

Because of i t s geographic posi t ion, the long Saint-Maurice River i s 
the lifeblood of the region now called the Mauricie (Fig. 1 ) . However, 
i t does not seem to have been considered par t icu la r ly important unt i l 
the beginning of the 19th century, when the f i r s t s c i en t i f i c expeditions 
were made. 

In a ser ies of a r t i c l e s , Albert Tessier describes the expeditions 
of Joseph Bouchette in 1828 and Lieutenant Ingal l in 1829.8 ^ e Joes 
point out that th i s harsh and densely forested land had already been 
braved in 1651 by the Je su i t Jacques Buteux for the heroic purpose of 
evangelizing the t r ibes l iving there . The J e su i t does not seem to have 
been very interested in material matters, for his journal contains no 
mention of geographical features or the qual i ty of the so i l and subsoil . 
However, the apostolic fervour of the 17th century gave way to more 
wordly concerns in the 19th century. Using the explorers ' journals , 
Tessier gives many de ta i l s concerning the geological features, climate, 
so i l qual i ty and flora and fauna of the area. He also recounts the 
explorers ' comments on the hydrographie system, par t icu lar ly the rough 
waters of the Saint-Maurice, with i t s many waterfalls and rapids and 
the i r picturesque toponymy. 

Tessier finds I n g a l l ' s observations more sc i en t i f i c than those of 
Bouchette. He explains the dark colour of the water in the r iver , 
referred to on many maps as Black River, by the presence of syeni t ic 
rock and gives more technical descriptions of the Grande-Mère, 
Shawinigan and Rivière aux Rats water fa l l s . The two expeditions 
together provide a general descript ion of the region's physical 
features . 

Although the Saint-Maurice region i s located in the centre of 
Quebec and has access to the many routes connecting the town of 
Trois-Rivières to the large commercial centres , i t was s t i l l l i t t l e 
known at the end of the 19th century. This i s evident in a study 
published by the Canadian Department of Agriculture in 1887.9 of a 
t o t a l of approximately 14 mil l ion acres, the report shows only 3 mil l ion 
as being f i t for settlement, mainly because of the rough t e r r a in . I t 
would therefore be impractical to hope to es tabl ish agr icul tural 
parishes l ike those on the banks of the Saint Lawrence. Industr ia l 
development i s seen as des i rable , however, because of the a rea ' s 
abundant natural resources: water power, forests of conifers and other 
valuable wood, and iron ore . 

The report next discusses the hydrolcgical and hydrographie 
charac te r i s t i cs of the Saint-Maurice River and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s , 
s t ress ing the navigational p o s s i b i l i t i e s . I t then describes the main 
settlements along the r iver and in the northern reaches of the area -
for example, Cap-de-la-Madeleine, Trois-Rivières, Saint-Ti te , 
Mont-Carmel, Saint-Boniface de Shawinigan, Sainte-Flore, 
Saint-Jacques-des-Piles and La Tuque - with specif ic reference to the 
type of s o i l , water power, t o t a l population, existing and embryonic 
agr icul tura l or indust r ia l a c t i v i t i e s and commercial potent ia l of each. 
In order for the a rea ' s resources to be exploited fully, the government 
would need to be backed by the powerful forces of industry and 
set t lement. The conclusion of the report i s that the country could 
achieve posi t ive resu l t s if t h i s p a t r i o t i c goal were to be pursued. 
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Les Forges du Saint-Maurice in 1738. Sketched by surveyor Louis 
Champoux, th i s plan shows the buildings erected by Cugnet Company 
between 1736 and 1738. (Public Archives Canada, neg. C54550.) 

Basing his opinions on the above report , from which he quotes at 
great length, Napoléon Caron writes in Deux Voyages sur le 
Saint-Maurice^® tha t he also believes that a combination of those 
"deux forces vives" - agr icul ture and industry - would do marvellous 
things for the future of the Mauricie region. He opposes government 
measures to maintain forest reserves, a great obstacle to settlement. 
He draws a t tent ion to the presence of abundant waterpower and minerals -
for example, the iron in Montagne de l 'Oiseau and the marble in 
Ile-aux-Noix - and denounces the lack of t ransportat ion routes 
preventing ra t ional exploi ta t ion of these resources. 

Whether they bear the imprint of a Mauricie author or take the form 
of a government publication, most of the above 19th-century studies are 
strongly in favour of intensive regional development. However, i t i s 
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more than a century later before this development is conducted in a more 
scientific manner. Raoul Blanchard's description of the physical 
environment in Mauviaie^ is evidence of this. 

The first subject dealt with by the author is that of relief. The 
Mauricie region is like a large plateau, a peneplain formed only 
recently, in geological terms, the surface of which is covered with hard 
rocks. Blanchard explains how the coming of the glaciers and, after 
their departure, the flooding of the area by the Champlain Sea caused 
these changes in the earth's surface, namely, the terraces formed from 
sand and clay deposits found in the Saint Lawrence Lowlands. 

Using information collected over a period of ten years, between 
1926 and 1935, and observations made at eight weather stations between 
Shawinigan and Joliette, the author describes the climate for two 
seasons: winter and summer. He calculates the mean winter temperature 
and the temperature variation in the summer months. He also points out 
that the harsh climate does not seem to discourage plant growth, as 
there is a great deal of dense vegetation. Forests suitable for 
harvesting cover 86.4 per cent of the area. North of the 47th parallel, 
boreal forest dominates the bleak landscape. Conifers such as balsam 
fir, jack pine and larch are prominent and are joined by deciduous trees 
like white birch, poplar and trembling aspen. Further south there is 
far greater variety, including other conifers like white pine, red pine 
and cedar and hardwoods like yellow birch, maple, black ash and 
basswood. All this vegetation might be termed oppressive were it not 
for the fact that the population derived most of its income from 
forestry. 

The information provided by Blanchard is completed by a highly 
specialized monograph which appeared in 1967, in which Ernest Pageau 
presents a pedological study of the counties of Trois-Rivières and Saint 
Maurice.12 i n the first part of the work, the author describes the 
location, size and main routes of the entire area. He then gives a 
general picture of the geological formation of the bedrock and analyses 
the surface deposits which characterize the two natural regions, the 
Saint-Lawrence Plain and the Laurentian Plateau. Like Blanchard, he 
points out that the boundary between the plain and plateau deposits 
varies according to the relief, shape and stratigraphy of the land. The 
Saint Lawrence Plain is divided into three zones: recent alluvial and 
marshy deposits on the banks of the river, a deposit of Champlain clay 
and a vast sandy plain at the Saint-Maurice delta. The Laurentian 
Plateau has a mountainous border which is deeply indented by the 
Shawinigan Valley. The author goes on to briefly describe the 
hydrographie system of the counties studied. 

Aware of the influence which climate has on the formation and 
development of soils and plants, Pageau continues Blanchard's testing 
and determines the temperature and precipitation conditions in the area. 
Working from information collected at four weather stations located in 
the four natural regions involved, he calculates the mean temperatures 
in accordance with monthly variations. He concludes that there is 
little difference in climate between the plain and the plateau. He 
reaches the same conclusions as Blanchard and follows his lead in 
determining the influence of the climate on the different types of 
vegetation. 

Following this study of geological and climatic factors, Pageau 
begins a more detailed study of the soils, giving their genetic 
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c lass i f i ca t ion according to age, degree of humidity and mineral or 
vegetable content. He studies the i r morphogenesis and profi les and 
establ ishes a tabular c lass i f i ca t ion according to parent rock and 
drainage conditions. This i s followed by a detailed analysis of the 
so i l s of the plain and plateau, based on the influence of alluviums on 
the formation of the charac te r i s t i c deposi ts . Finally, the author makes 
a comparative assessment of the so i l s with regard to the i r agr icul tural 
po ten t i a l . In accordance with his def in i t ion and in terpre ta t ion of the 
various c lasses , he determines the factors involved in land development 
and ident i f ies the regions which have the most po ten t ia l . 

The geophysical contribution made by Blanchard and Pageau is of 
great importance to continuing research on the region's environment. To 
th i s research might be added a systematic study of the forested areas in 
regard to the proportion in which the various types of t rees are 
present , the i r s i ze , the possible combinations of types and the time 
required for t he i r growth. Like Emmanuel Leroy-Ladurie, researchers 
might include observations regarding climatic changes over the ages and 
the probable existence of a short ice age and i t s effect on changes in 
s o i l , f lora and fauna.13 For a l l p rac t ica l purposes, these elements 
- climate and the composition of the ea r th ' s crust - are responsible for 
the scarci ty or abundance of the raw materials whose exploi tat ion leads 
to the creation of a new, indus t r ia l environment. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL AND HIJMAN ENVIRONMENT 

Raw Mate r i a l s 

With c o l o n i z a t i o n came the f i r s t somewhat t e n t a t i v e f o r e s t c l ea r ing 
i n the Saint -Maurice r eg ion . As a v a i l a b l e land was becoming hard to 
f ind i n the p a r i s h e s along the S a i n t Lawrence River , a t t he beginning of 
t h e 19th century farm s e t t l e m e n t s began t o spread out along the Ba t i scan 
and Saint-Maurice r i v e r s . I n o rder to make p r o f i t a b l e use of the t r e e s 
f e l l e d i n the l a n d - c l e a r i n g p r o c e s s , the h a b i t a n t s burned the t imber to 
e x t r a c t potash and p e a r l a s h , which were then shipped to England. 
Blanchardl d e s c r i b e s t h i s kind of economic a c t i v i t y as ex tens ive and 
notes t h a t i t would have been more advantageous i f the t r e e s had ins tead 
been converted i n t o planks or sawn t imber . 

The Cont inen ta l System imposed by Napoleon i n 1806 provided an 
impetus to the t imber indus t ry i n the a r e a . Like the Outaouais r eg ion , 
t he Saint-Maurice reg ion aroused the i n t e r e s t of B r i t i s h t r a d e r s ; as 
e a r l y as 1829, the members of the I n g a l l exped i t ion noticed logs 
f l o a t i n g on the P e t i t e Bostonnais River . However, Blanchard i s of the 
opin ion t h a t , d e s p i t e the t imber p o t e n t i a l of the Saint-Maurice reg ion , 
logging remained an a c t i v i t y , l imi t ed i n volume and scope, mainly 
because of the r ap ids which made the Saint-Maurice River a most 
d i f f i c u l t waterway. 

For t h i s reason , t h e r e were a number of government measures adopted 
between 1847 and 1851 aimed a t subs id i z ing the bui ld ing of log boons and 
chutes on the r i v e r . Af te r 1852 i t thus became p o s s i b l e to e x p l o i t the 
r e g i o n ' s v a s t f o r e s t resources i n a sys temat i c fash ion . The author 
r e p o r t s on how t h i s development proceeded, with the es tab l i shment of 
logging camps i n the p a r i s h e s around Shawinigan by English i n v e s t o r s 
such as the Gilmours of Quebec Ci ty and the B a p t i s t s of T r o i s - R i v i è r e s . 
He r evea l s the c rue l methods used by the c l ea r ing crews and the 
c a r e l e s s n e s s which i n f l i c t e d a g r e a t dea l of waste i n the f o r e s t . Using 
P i e r r e Dupin 's monograph, Anciens chantiers du Saint-Maurice,^-
Blanchard also describes' day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s in the logging camps. 

From i t s beginnings, the logging industry was a prime source of 
income in the Saint-Maurice region. The f i r s t part of the Department of 
Agriculture report^ deals with the lumber trade on the Saint-Maurice 
River, analysing i t s economic impact. According to of f ic ia l reports on 
Crown lands, stumpage dues alone could amount to $50,000 annually. 
Information provided by the Trois-Rivières Chamber of Commerce mentions 
the f i r s t somewhat superf icial land surveys carried out in 1825, the 
more systematic regulations of 1852 which se t out land boundaries and 
the fees and costs involved in the construction of log booms and chutes. 
American and Br i t i sh firms subsequently established a number of savmills 
in the Trois-Rivières v ic in i ty . The report also estimates annual log 
production on the Saint-Maurice River and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s , pointing out 
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that the development of commercial ac t iv i ty was made possible by timber 
which could be transported on the r ive r . However, i t adds that other 
kinds of timber were nevertheless s ignif icant in terms of commerce, 
including the tamarack used in the construction of railways, firewood 
and the hemlock bark used in tanner ies . I t also includes a l i s t of 
projects associated with the development of the r iver , an estimation of 
the expenses involved and a descript ion of where the main log beams v/ere 
located, t he i r s t ruc tura l forms and the i r dimensions. 

Such information i s also available on the dam at Les Grès where 
George Baptist established a sawmill in 1846. Thomas Boucher^ 
re la tes a nuniber of interest ing d e t a i l s , f i r s t with respect to how the 
sawmill operated. With regard to the technology employed, he describes 
the various saws used and the main steps involved in the sawing process. 
He also provides information on the timber's origin and qual i ty , i t s 
export to foreign markets and the gradual depletion of white pine 
s tands. 

Mineral resources seem to have been a second a t t r ac t ion in the 
Saint-Maurice region. The brochure published by the Department of 
Agriculture^ a t t r ibu te s the very limited information on th i s subject 
to the fact that l i t t l e geological exploration had been done, but s ta tes 
tha t considerable quant i t i es of iron were present in the area; i t 
indicates where the main iron deposits were located and describes in 
de ta i l the iron ore found in the bog deposits.6 

Other types of ore were present in the area, such as quartz and 
feldspar in gneiss formations north of Matawin, lead, copper and iron 
pyr i tes near the Trenche River and nickel and cobalt in the syenite 
formations beyond Cap-de-la-Madeleine. Also noted i s the existence of a 
number of sandstone and marble quarr ies in the Saint-Tite region and 
limestone quarr ies in the Saint-Maurice par ish. Based on the work of 
William began, E.Z. Massicotte, in his work ent i t led "Historique de la 
paroisse de Saint-Maurice, comté de Champlain,"' observes that there 
was seepage of o i l between Rivière-au-Lard and the Grondin mill and that 
these o i l deposits probably had the i r source in the large peat bogs 
between Lac-à-la-Tortue and the Forges du Saint-Maurice. These same 
peat bogs were the source of the bog iron ore used in the foundries of 
the Trois-Rivières region. In the i r econauic study of the geology of 
Quebec, S.A. Dresser and T.C. Denis^ claim that th i s ore could be 
found both in the v ic in i ty of the Saint Lawrence River and in the 
valleys of i t s t r i b u t a r i e s ; they provide a description of the deposits 
at Lac-a-la-Tortue based on an examination in 1890 by A.P. Lowen. They 
also analyse the composition of the ochre found in large quant i t ies in 
Saint-Maurice and Champlain counties, identifying the main deposits and 
the firms which v/orked them. 

In a geological report which appeared in 1961,9 Jacques Bêland 
presents a h i s to r i c and physiographic sketch of the Shawinigan region 
and Saint-Maurice, Champlain and Laviolette counties. He also discusses 
tec tonics , or earth s t r a t i f i c a t i o n and folds, and, in a l a s t section 
dealing v/ith economic geology, he defines the difference between bog 
iron ore and that from lake deposi ts . He bases his statements on 
chemical analyses of these two kinds of ore, especially specimens 
discovered in the Grondin deposi ts . 


