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ABSTRACT 

This is the second in a series of two reports on the structural 
and utilization history of the landscape, barn and outbuildings of the 
W.R. Motherwell Farmstead National Historic Park. The initial, 
interim report was completed in July 1976 to facilitate the 
interpretive and planning process for the Motherwell site and was, of 
necessity, based on only partial evidence. This report presumes to 
supersede the interim report in both comprehensive treatment of thesis 
and topic, and in accuracy. Nevertheless, the character of the study 
and the research involved is such that new data will continue to be 
uncovered for some time and even this report wil require periodic 
updating. 

Submitted for publication 1977, by Ian Clarke, Parks Canada, Prairie Region, 

now Head, Historical Research, Alberta Culture, Edmonton. 
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PREFACE 

In this report, I have relied largely on interviews with those who 
knew the Motherwell farm before W.R. Motherwell's death for specific 
information on use history and the dating of the farmstead's evolution. 
The interviews have yielded a wide cross-section of personalities and 
eras. Of course, the core of the material still Lies in the Alma 
(Motherwell) Mackenzie interviews. The only daughter of W.R. 
Motherwell, Mrs. Mackenzie was born in 1892 and lived on the farm until 
1913, when she went to Germany for language training. She returned to 
Lanark Place after the outbreak of war and taught school in Abernethy 
until some time in the 1920s when she finally left the farm for a 
teaching post in Regina. In the early 1930s she married a Prince 
Edward Islander and moved permanently to the Maritimes. Her narrative 
is the most intimate of all the sources in terms of a detailed family 
portrait. It is useful for an understanding of the daily routine on 
the farm and it provides an indication of certain priorities 
established by the family. 

But the Mackenzie material is limited in its application. The 
perceptions are most often those of childhood, rather than those of a 
young adult. Although she was on the farm during her middle and late 
twenties, Mrs. Mackenzie's interviews are virtually bereft of specific 
information on the vital changes that must have occurred during the 
turbulent years between 1914 and 1921, and the gap seems even more 
pronounced for the period between 1905 and 1914. These would have been 
chaotic and in some cases traumatic years for the young adolescent Alma 
Motherwell. Her mother died when she was 13 years old, and within half 
a year of this tragedy her father joined the new provincial cabinet, 
embarked on a hectic political campaign, and eventually left to take up 
temporary residence in Regina. At home Alma was left in the care of 
Mrs. Englehart Steuck, a Motherwell neighbour, and the farm was left to 
run itself for the next three years. In fact, life on the farm changed 
dramatically and the hired men and girls apparently took advantage of 
the freedom to participate in somewhat riotous living. Then, in 1908, 
Motherwell remarried and life on the farm was oriented toward the 
Gillespie approach. Catherine Gillespie brought to the farmstead her 
strong missionary evangelism, a strict Calvinist ethic, and a strong 
controlling personality. This new life swept upon Alma at 16 and must 
have had a profound impact, but it does not figure prominently in her 
descriptions of the farm. People and events from different eras are 
constantly juxtaposed in the interviews and the period up to the 
European trip in 1913 is not at all clear. It is precisely this period 
in Alma's life that she almost excludes from her retrospective 
narrative of life on Lanark Place. Yet it is this period following the 
dramatic events of 1905 that is so vital to our understanding of the 
changes in the farmstead and the house. 

Not until 1914 does more eyewitness material appear, 
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notwithstanding the Ralph Steuck interviews. Steuck, who was a year 
younger than Alma, frequented the farm as a teenager and as a young 
man. But his principal interest did not lie in farming. He was an 
athlete and a naturalist rather than a farmer, and his interest In the 
Motherwell farm revolved principally around the social life of Lanark 
Place and, later, participation in local political organization. His 
recollections tend more toward philosophical musings rather than 
concrete useful data on the landscape or structural development. 
Actually one of the most vital sources of information on the structure 
and operation of the farm is Mr. Major MacFadyen, a Prince Edward 
Islander who was born in 1895 and came west in 1913-14 to work as a 
farm-hand, first for the Elmer Shaw family and then the Motherwells. 
While Iris memories of the farm suffer from the obvious difficulties of 
a 60-year absence, his information is the earliest available that can 
be cautiously accredited with some reliability. Two potential sources 
that would have predated MacFadyen are now lost. Andrew Sproule, 
Motherwell's first hired hand, died in 1972, while Scott Milligan, who 
was already on the farm at the time of MacFadyen's arrival, would be 
nearly 100 years old if he is still alive. Although he was still living 
in Prince Edward Island in 1971, it is doubtful that he could now be 
traced. 

The problems inherent in the MacFadyen interviews are compounded 
by his propensity for story telling and truth stretching. On the other 
hand, if his information is carefully sifted it can yield some valuable 
insights into the farm ca. 1914. He is particularly clear on parts of 
the barn, the men's cottage and implement shed, parts of the landscape 
and the rear half of the lower floor in the house. However, 60 years, 
plus the dramatic changes wrought on the farmstead between 1914 and the 
present, have dimmed and confused his memory on features sucli as the 
garden and orchard, the ornamental frontage, the dugout area and the 
front and upper sections of the main house. 

After the MacFadyen material, a gap exists in the interview 
chronology between 1914 and 1919 when Olive Gallant moved onto the farm 
as the bride of Mrs. Motherwell's brother, Archie Gillespie. Mrs. 
Gallant lived on the farm continuously until the death of her first 
husband in 1937, and later returned to marry the farm manager, Dan 
Gallant. Gallant had a rather intermittent and sometimes stormy 
association with Lanark Place. He first worked for Motherwell as a 
hand in 1922-23 and then succeeded Jack Gillespie as manager in 1933, 
after an unsuccessful bid to establish his own operation during the 
unpredictable thirties. Mr. Gallant is lucid, and his information on 
the landscape, barn and outbuildings is indisputable, particularly 
since he was responsible for some of the construction in the barn 
basement and the building of the chicken house. Likewise, Mrs. 
Gallant, who spent nearly two decades at Lanark Place, inhabiting the 
Gillespie (men's) cottage and at times the big house, has a wealth of 
information on the ornamental flora and the shelterbelts of the 
northeast section of the farmstead. More importantly, her detailed 
knowledge of the stone house and the so-called Sunshine Cottage in 
which she lived is our best source of information on the interiors of 
these two buildings. 

Still, the gap between MacFadyen's time and the era when the 
Gallants were on the farm remains to be bridged. The most probable 
source of information on the seven years between 1914 and 1921 is the 
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Gow family of Abernethy. According Co the Gallants, the Gows worked on 
the farm in the years immediately before the Motherwells' exodus to 
Ottawa. They may have been the first couple to have inhabited the 
cottage. If so they could surely provide specific information on the 
transformation of the structure into homelike living quarters. 

The end of the Motherwell era is adequately covered by the 
information provided by Mr. Ted Callow, who succeeded Gallant as 
manager in 1939 when he and Mrs. Motherwell clashed over the 
distribution of living quarters. Mr. Callow's main contribution to 
our understanding of the farmstead is a confirmation that the major 
structural and planting changes that occurred on the farm were made In 
the latter 1940s and 1950s after Motherwell's death. In fact, these 
changes bespeak such an alteration in agricultural philosophy that they 
can probably be attributed to Richard Motherwell who took control In 
the early 1950s. 

Patricia Motherwell, the widow of the grandson Richard, is the 
last important oral source on the structural and usage history of 
Lanark Place. While it is clear from an abbreviated interview with 
Harry Tatro from Prairie Regional Office that Mrs. Motherwell can 
provide little if any data on the early history of the farm, she can 
describe in detail the changes that she and her husband wrought during 
their tenure. These included major structural changes in the basement 
of the barn, certain additions to the landscape, and important 
alterations on the main and second floors of the house. Many of these 
changes in landscape and structure have been attributed to the 
evolution of the elder Motherwell's lifestyle, which was presumed to 
have been reflected in the decidedly affluent look of the farmstead and 
house, but errors inherent in this assumption clearly emphasize the 
danger of deductive as opposed to inductive history. in structural 
histories it is far better to gather the solid historical data before 
giving way to rampant speculation. 

Three illustrations on pp. 80, 88 and 89 in An Age of Banns by 
E. Sloane (Funk and Wagnalls), copyright 1967 by Harper & Row, 
Publishers, Inc. are reprinted by permission of the publisher. The 
drawing of the gambrel type barn and plan of its main floor is 
reproduced from P. Ennals' article in the Canad.ian Geographer, Vol. 
16, No. 3, 1972, pp. 256-70 by permission of the Canadian Association 
of Geographers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In 1943, after the death of W.R. Motherwell, his grandson Richard 
began the task of buying the 320-acre farm and the farmstead that the 
elder Motherwell had painstakingly constructed over the preceding six 
decades. At an asking price of $10,000, the property included two 
superior wheat-producing quarters and a comfortably landscaped 
farmstead, but excluded the southern quarters that straddled the 
picturesque Pheasant Creek coulee. Within the maple shelterbelts of 
the eight-acre farmstead sat a large L-shaped basement barn, a hired 
man's cottage, a substantial implement shed, plus the standard 
complement of ancillary farm structures to house poultry, enclose 
swine and store grain. On the outer fringe of the farmstead, 
dominating the road frontage, sat a two-storey cut fieldstone, 
Italianate-style house. By being no more than 30 feet from the section 
road leading to the town of Abernethy, the house breaks one of the 
cardinal rules of farmstead architecture, but it is clear from evidence 
that during Motherwell's tenure the soft dirt track posed no threat to 
the tranquillity of the house or the farm it commanded. 

Ten years after his grandfather's death in 1943, Edward Richard 
Motherwell, an Agricultural graduate from the University of 
Saskatchewan, moved onto the farm hoping to restore its former beauty 
and make it a paying proposition by introducing swine husbandry on a 
large scale. But in the midst of his new farming career Motherwell 
died In the polio epidemic of the early fifties. The farm then passed 
to his wife Pat, who attempted to manage it with the help of her 
father-in-law Talmadge and a neighbour, Ralph Steuck; but the scale of 
the operation was too large for her and she was forced to sell the 
farmstead and its two producing quarters to the Steuck family who had 
homesteaded in the area with the elder Motherwell. 

Thus the natural course of the Motherwell family farm was 
interrupted. In Saskatchewan, as in much of the West, pioneer 
homesteaders usually spent their lifetimes tilling as much acreage as 
they could manageably possess and constructing houses and farmyards 
that would both serve their agriculture and provide some comfort amid 
the austerity of the stark prairie. While the homesteader endured the 
often intolerable conditions of the empty land, the generations that 
followed usually inherited productive land, tree-lined farm grounds, 
substantial farming structures and often impressive housing* 
Indeed, some farmers' sons inherited properties that were more like 
country estates than working farms. In the Canadian West these were 
usually of Ontario stock. Ironically Motherwell's Lanark Place was one 
of the finest and most widely known of the estate-type farmstead, but 
after Pat Motherwell's departure in the 1960s the farmstead and 
buildings were abandoned and it fell into complete disuse. Only the 
Steuck family's innate sense of its history, their long and generally 
affectionate association with the Motherwell's, and their Liberal 
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awareness of the property as a political monument saved it from 
complete disintegration. 

Motherwell's son Talmadge was not of the same ilk as his father. He 
was a modest farmer. On the occasion of his marriage in 1913, Tal's 
father divided his holdings with his son and daughter giving Talmadge 
two north quarters near Abernethy and half his cattle, thereby removing 
him from the effective line of inheritance. Tal's son Richard, who in 
many ways was a throwback to his grandfather, became the real heir to 
the property. In fact, in 1933 Motherwell produced a new will clearly 
indicating the farm was to be Richard's and that Catherine Motherwell 
was to abide by these wishes if she survived her husband. But Richard 
did not inherit the farm. For reasons that are as yet unclear, he was 
required to purchase the property from his step-grandmother, and the 
ten-year delay that this caused, plus the fact that he had had no sons 
at the time of his death, contributed to the ultimate demise of the 
farmstead in the late fifties and early sixties. 

Richard's wife Pat was responsible for much of the modernization 
of house features such as the kitchen and upstairs bathroom. Richard 
had managed before his death to initiate major changes in the barn 
designed to upgrade the piggery, but these stages in the evolution of 
the property were inconsistent with the original structure and were 
left largely unfinished. Therefore they should not be accorded any 
historical priority. Only a return of the farm to the Motherwell era 
will have the ring of authenticity. 

Of course the Motherwell era spanned more than 60 years in the 
Canadian West and nearly five of the seven decades that Lanark Place 
existed as an operational unit. But it is clear from the evidence that 
during the 1920s and most of the 1930s the farm was more a reflection 
of the Gillespie brothers' influence than that of Motherwell himself. 
Despite the control that Motherwell maintained by his continual flow of 
instructions, written, telegraphed and telephoned, the effectiveness of 
this long-range contact was greatly reduced when he went to Ottawa as 
Dominion Minister of /Agriculture in 1922. Having initiated the system 
18 years earlier after leaving for Regina to serve in the same 
provincial capacity, Motherwell worked it to perfection after 1908 when 
he could rely upon his new wife Catherine to carry out his instructions 
to the letter. But in 1922, with his son working his own farm and his 
daughter firmly ensconced in Regina as a language teacher, Motherwell 
took his wife with him to Ottawa. The stream of information continued 
to flow from Motherwell to his new manager J.B. Gillespie, but it seems 
never to have been implemented with the same stringent adherence as it 
had when Catherine Gillespie Motherwell ran the farm. 

Between 1922 and 1930, during the first of the King governments, 
Motherwell had even less opportunity to oversee Lanark Place than he 
had when in Regina. At least he had been available on weekends in the 
years between 1905 and 1918 for the work of the provincial Department 
had not the broad sweeping responsibilities entailed in the 
administration of its federal counterpart. At the same time, 
Motherwell was incapable of delegating all of his authority through the 
bureaucratic chain of command as was the wont of most of his 
colleagues. The Department papers of the day contain as much 
correspondence from the Minister as the Deputy Minister; obviously 
Motherwell spent most of his energies administering the Department and 
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its broad jurisdictions at the expense of the political machinations of 
the cabinet room. This same attention to the details of his position 
and his devotion to the ideals of stewardship which he claimed as a 
British subject, a Christian and a graduate of the Ontario College of 
Agriculture, also detracted from the concentrated effort necessary to 
keep the farm in hand. In many ways, then, the 1920s were an 
interregnum in the normal course of the farm and by the time Motherwell 
was able once again to resume his farming career as a mere private 
member in the Commons, the Depression was hard upon Saskatchewan and 
the wheat potential had collapsed. The mixed farming approach to which 
Motherwell had devoted himself throughout the early decades also 
appears to have collapsed at this inopportune juncture. In the 
meantime, the farm was kept afloat by the infusion of Motherwell's 
political salary, just as it had benefited from the extra income ever 
since 1905 when Motherwell was able to invest some of his new-found 
cash supply in capital developments such as the barn and the Hart-Parr 
engine which he used to power his equipment. Consequently, not only was 
Lanark Place an artificial construct in geographical terms, but also in 
the sense that it was never truly self-supporting. There were always 
too many mouths to feed from two and one-half producing quarters, a 
small farm even for the standards after the turn of the century. Two 
fine quarters had gone to Talraadge after 1912, and the two southern 
quarters - Alma's school quarter and the one across the creek -
generally straddled the wide Pheasant coulee and were useful only as 
pasturage. 

This is not to say that Motherwell was incapable of efficient and 
profitable production. In a single year in the early 1900s he was 
known to have grossed more than $3000 from the sale of bromegrass 
fodder and seed alone. Still, Motherwell was not content with 
monoculture in his fields. Only with the demand for unparalleled wheat 
production during the critical war year of 1917 did Motherwell 
capitulate over the use of mixed crops to preserve the precarious 
fertile balance of the soil. He campaigned vigorously for the all-out 
production of wheat for European allies and contributed like so many of 
his peers to the ultimate demise of the prairie wheat belt in the 
thirties. It is not yet known what impact the campaign had upon Lanark 
Place and there is a temptation to believe that Motherwell ignored his 
own admonitions. Certainly by the time of the 1946 aerial survey 
photograph the fields in the farming quarters were intricately divided 
by hedgerows and ploughing grids denoting a divided field system, 
extensive rotation and a broad variety of crops. This may have been 
the result of Motherwell's attempt to retrieve what he could of the 
land after the price collapse of 1930-31 and the droughts a few years 
later, but unquestionably Lanark Place survived the Depression where 
others failed primarily because Motherwell's salary remained constant 
while monetary value deflated all around him, leaving those with fixed 
incomes in a superior position. 

The keynote of the Motherwell farmstead both physically and 
economically was artificial sustenance. It was created under the most 
arduous of conditions and behind the entire operation lay that certain 
lack of permanence that indicates the touch of the dilettante. No 
doubt this is extreme; but Motherwell never forsook his experimental 
dabbling and clung to the old ways as less efficient but more precise -
the perfect control for his experimental husbandry. Lanark Place, 
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then, is both unique as a personal agriculture station and typical as 
an example of the Ontarian response to the bald prairie. 
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LANARK PLACE AND ONTARIAN FARMSTEADS IN THE NORTHWEST: 
A WOODLAND RESPONSE TO THE GREAT PLAINS 

Lanark Place, as the farmstead was named by Motherwell in 1897, is 
the response of one man to the prairie landscape north of the 
Qu'Appelle Valley, and it says as much about his early roots as it does 
about the impact of his new environment. Born in Perth, Ontario, in 
1860, and raised on his father's farm in Lanark County, Motherwell 
first saw the Northwest plains in the summer of 1881. He had just 
graduated as an Associate of the Ontario College of Agriculture (OCA) 
at Cuelph after an intensive two-year course. What he found west of 
Winnipeg was the very antithesis of the verdant woodland overgrowth 
that had once confronted his father, an Ontarian of Irish descent, who 
had homesteaded on the rocky land of mixed forest southwest of Ottawa 
in Lanark County. 

The farms and farmsteads of central and eastern Ontario literally 
had to be carved from the forests, and a wait of four or five years was 
not uncommon before rotting was complete enough to plough out the last 
hardwood stumps.1 The settlers of Lanark County were confronted by 
the added problem of rock-strewn, difficult soil. Consequently, even 
after the arduous task of clearing had been completed they were left 
with relatively unproductive resources.2 In the Northwest, on the 
other hand, the problems of first breaking were confined to the rather 
straightforward matter of coercing a chilled steel plough through the 
tough prairie sod. Creating a comfortable farmstead home was the 
opposite of carving out a forest clearing. In essence, it was a more 
creative act, which centered on the process of manufacturing a forest 
grove where none had stood before. 

After 15 years in the spartan surroundings of his original 
homestead, Motherwell began the careful construction of his own prairie 
grove a few hundred yards removed from his first family home. In 1882 
he had returned to the West to claim his own portion of the land that 
had impressed him with its potential a year before. But even as early 
as 1882 the land along the Canadian Pacific right-of-way had been taken 
in homestead forcing the young Ontarian to locate north of the 
Qu'Appelle Valley. There, on the northeast quarter of Section 14 in 
Township 20, Range 11 west of the second meridian (NE-14-20-11W2), 
Motherwell claimed his homestead. In 1883 he made entry, built his 
log house and broke 28 acres, but it was not until 1884 that with his 
new wife Adeline, he took up permanent continuous residence and cropped 
the land he had already broken. The land he had claimed was 
situated less than 70 miles northeast of Regina, on the edge of the 
middle grass prairie where the average no-frost period extended between 
80 and 120 days. Outside the Palliser triangle of the arid southwest, 
Motherwell's land lay in a region considered to receive four to eight 
inches less rainfall than was needed to support cereal crops under 
natural conditions. On the other hand, it was located in a fertile 
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Motherwell holdings near Abernethy, ca. 1906. 
(Saskatchewan Archives Board [Regina].) 
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Township map - Indian Head North, ca. 1905. (Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Agency Tree Nursery, Indian Head, Sask.) 


