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INTRODUCTION 

The artifacts recovered during the 1984 excavations at the 

Forks represent a variety of materials, forms, functions 

and time periods. For some of these, a single attribute 

or group of attributes makes it possible to form a more 

specific identification of date, date range or function. 

Such artifacts can then be useful in dating or interpret­

ing the strata in which they were found. They can also be 

useful in developing and illustrating an interpretation of 

the site in terms of activities and chronology. 

The total number of artifacts recovered was not 

large. The number of period items, artifacts which can be 

associated with a more specific period in the history of 

the site or a more specific activity, was considerably 

smaller. 

Although some items may be related to the fur trade 

period, rather than the railway period for instance, their 

possible dates span the entire range of the period. They 

do not help in differentiating among a number of periods 

during the fur trade and are of less help in identifying a 

site as the location of one fur-trade post or another. 

They may allow for differentiation between railway period 

deposits and earlier deposits. Other artifacts have such 

a range of potential functions that they are of limited 

use in identifying specific activities. One example of 

such an artifact is nails. Hand-forged nails would have 

been the exclusive type available during the early fur 
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trade, to be supplemented by cut nails towards the middle 

of the 19th century. Early railway construction could 

have used cut nails exclusively but within a relatively 

short period they would have been replaced by the use of 

drawn or wire nails. 

The illustrated descriptions which follow are meant 

to provide an indication of items which may be of some 

value in developing interpretations for the public and 

selecting materials for illustrating such interpreta­

tions. In many instances they are more useful in identi­

fying a general fur-trade period or activity than a more 

specific portion of the known fur-trade chronology. A 

number of fur-trade related items were recovered from 

strata associated with railway activities, indicating some 

railway disturbance of earlier deposits. 

An extensive discussion of the project and interpre­

tation of the findings is presented elsewhere (Priess et 

al. 1986). The artifact categories as presented follow 

the classification system used for artifact recording. 

Consequently, glass beads do not appear as glass items but 

rather as miscellaneous artifacts. 
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Forward Ramrod Guide 

Artifact Number: 21K3A7-12-2-0 

Photograph Number: PA-533M 

Material: Yellow metal 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, historic 

refuse pit no. 1 fill 

Observations: As discussed by Darling (1970), the 

long forward ramrod guide with trumpet mouth was 

introduced to accommodate a steel ramrod and became 

standard on British military muskets during the 

1750s. This type of forward guide continued in use 

through a number of patterns of musket into the early 

19th century. The presence of an item of furniture 

from a military musket is noteworthy in a fur-trade 

context. 
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Frizzen/Battery 

Artifact Number: 21K4S3-12-50-0 

Photograph Number: PA-566M 

Material: Ferrous 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar I area, historic 

refuse deposits 

Observations: A more specific model of flintlock 

has not been identified for this 

item 
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Side Lock Plate/Flash Pan 
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Artifact Number: 21K3E3-12-11-0 

Photograph Number: PA-403M 

Material: Ferrous 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, historic 

refuse pit no. 1 fill 

Observations: Corrosion is so extensive that it is 

not possible to determine a more 

specific model of flintlock 



ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Gunflint 

Artifact Number: 21K4K12-12-30-0, 21K6K5-12-9-0 

Photograph Number: PA-601M 

Material: Lithic (chert) 

Associations: Recovered from silts overlying Fort 

Gibraltar I(?) remains 

Observations: One lateral edge is concave 

suggesting that these artifacts functioned as 

strike-a-lights. Both are made on "spall" gunflints 

(Blanchette 1975:49). 
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Gunflint 
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Artifact Number: 21K3H2-12-6-0 

Photograph Number: PA-538M 

Material: Lithic - probably burned 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, historic 

cellar fill 

Observations: The small size suggests it may have 

been used in a pistol 



ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Gunflint 
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Artifact Number: 21K4X3-12-32-0 

Photograph Number: PA-602M 

Material: Lithic (chert) 

Associations: Immediately overlays structural 

remains in Fort Gibraltar I area 

Observations: The gunflint is of the "spall" type 

described by Blanchette (1975:49). 

The flint is a light grey brown 

colour with white fossil inclusions. 



ARMS AND AMMUNITION 

Object: Cartridge Cases 

Observations: Cartridges are .46 rim fire short 

(Suydam 1960:113; 1979:108). One case has been forced 

inside of the other. Both have been fired. Suydam 

(1979:108) states that the .46 short was introduced in 

1868 and discontinued in 1917, thus probably making this a 

railway associated artifact. 
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Artifact Number: 21K3D2-12-29-0 

Photograph Number: PA-535M, PA-53 6M 

Material: Yellow metal 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, railroad 

post hole and trench fill 
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CERAMICS 

Object: Pipe Bite 

Artifact Number: 21K3A7-03-5-1 

Photograph Number: PA-616M 

Waretype: Earthenware 

Decorative Method: 

Pattern/Date: 

Manufacturer/Date: 

Marks: 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, historic 

refuse pit no. 1 fill 

Observations: Pipe stem has been broken close to 

the bowl and tapered, possibly to 

receive a reed 
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CERAMICS 

Object: Pipe Bowl 

Artifact Number: 21K3E3-03-64-0 

Photograph Number: PA-401M 

Waretype: Earthenware 

Decorative Method: Impressed 

Pattern/Date: 

Manufacturer/Date: Possibly William Morgan, Liverpool, 

ca. 1830 or William Murray & Co., 

Glasgow 1830-61 

Marks: "WM" pressed in back of pipe bowl. 

Hearts on each side of the spur. 

Associations: Fort Gibraltar II area, historic 

refuse pit no. 1 

Observations: 



CERAMICS 
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Object: Pipe Bowl 

Artifact Number: 21K5B1-03-41-0 

Photograph Number: PA-607M, PA-608M 

Waretype: Earthenware 

Decorative Method: Embossed 

Pattern/Date: Date unknown. Pattern includes 

British red ensign, the words AL 

TO AND COUNTRY; A Conan and the 

words TO THE on each side. 

Manufacturer/Date: 

Marks: 

Associations: Recovered from back dirt pile from 

test trench 

Observations: 


