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this type or site, no distribution map for this site category is included 

i11 Lllis report. 

No rock 11rt sites were round in tile Broke11 Crnup lsL111ds 1111iL 

Fightee11 tree resource areas (l l percent of the park unit lotal) were 

recorded. Two of these arc associated exclusively with bark stripping, 

eleven with different forms of wood utilization and five with a 

combination of bark and wood utilization. The four isolated rind sites 

(2.5 percc111 or tile park unit total) consist of three isolated canoe runs 

111HI 011c 1re11ch feature. JO 

Of the one hunclrecl and sixty·thrcc sites recorded for the Broken Croup 

lslancls, one humlrcd ancl thirty-eight (8•!.7 percent) arc associated wil11 

so1ne forn1 of resource procurcn1c11t c1clivity. '!'he rc111ai11ing t\vcnty five 

sites (15.3 percent), twenty-one burial illld rour isolated !'ind sitl'S iilck 

dirl:cl <.tssoci;:itio11 \Vith resource rclarcd dctivitics. ()f the one liu11dred 

and 1 l1ir1y eight resource related sites, eighty-seven ((i:l pc1u"1t) arc 

hypothesized to represent a specific resource activity. lncludecl in this 

total arc the forty fish trap sites, eighteen tree resource areas a11cl 

twe11ty-11i11c or the sixty-two CiillljlS Which arc associated directly With fish 

trap !ocai-io11s or extensive cla1n fla1-s. 'fhc~ re1naining fifL)' one sites. 

(37 percent) arc hypothesized to represent multi-resource activities. 

Included 11re the fifteen settlement sites, the three defensive sites, tlH' 

re1naining thirty-one can1ps and tile t:vvo lookout sites. 
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Long Beach Unit 

During the spring of 1983, forty-six native historical sites were 

recorded in the Long Beach unit. These sites represent sixteen percent of 

the total number of sites recorded for Pacific Rim National Park. Fif teen 

sites are in Ucluelet territory 156 percent of the total number of 

Ucluelet sites) and thirty-one sites are in Clayoquot territory I 14 

percent of the total number of Clsyoquot sites). 

Thirty-four sites (73.9 percent of the park unit total) are classified 

as general activity or shell midden sites. Of these, nine 126.5 percent) 

are classified as villages and twenty-five 173.5 percent) as camps. Seven 

of the 11ine village sites are hypothesized to represent the main 

settlements of local or component groups that had territories within the 

boundaries of the Long Beach unit. The remaining two are defensive 

sites. Eight of the nine village sites are located on the exposed outer 

coast shoreline. The twenty-five camps identified represent both single 

and multi-resource use. Five are classified as lookout sites. The 

distributions of the seven settlement and two defensive sites are 

presented in Fig. 80 and the twenty resource camps and five lookout sites 

are presented in Fig. 81. 

Two fish trap sites 14.4 percent of the park unit total) were 

recorded. The trap of stone construction is located on the exposed outer 

coast, and the one of wood construction is located at the mouth of a 

stream in the Grice Bay area. Both sites a re associated with general 

activity sites. 1'he outer coast trap is located directly i11 front of a 

settlement site while the trap in the Grice Bay ares is associated with a 

resource camp located at the mouth of the san1e stream. 



Fig. 80. 
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Map of distribution of settlement and defensive 
;:~itcs in the Lonq Bcoach unit. 
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No burial sites were found in the Long Beach unit. The one rock art 

site (2. ~ percent of the park unit total) occurs on the exposed outer 

coast shoreline. It consists of a vertical panel containing at least six 

zoomorp hie images. Seven tree resource areas (15.2 percent of the park 

unit total) were recorded. Five of these areas are associated exclusively 

with bark stripping, one with plank removal and one with a combination of 

bark stripping and plank removal. The two isolated find sites (4. 4 

peTce'lt of the park unit total) consist of one canoe fragment and one 

' 1 d 11 
i so ate canoe run. 

Of t'.·1c forty-six sites recorded for the Long Beach unit, forty-L1i:cee 

(93.5 percent) are associated with some form of resource procurement 

activity. Only the single rock art and two isolated find sites lack 

direct association with resource related activities. Of the forty-three 

resource related sites, seventeen (39. 5 percent) are hypothesized to 

represent a specific resource activity. This total includes the two fish 

trap sites, the seven tree resource areas and eight of the resource camps, 

which are associated directly with fish trap or clam flat locations. The 

remaining twenty-six sites (60. 5 percent) appear to be multi-resource 

sites. Included in this total are the nine village sites, the remaining 

twelve resource camps and the five lookout sites. 

The ilest Coast Trail Unit 

Eighty native historical sites were recorded during the archaeological 

survey of the West Coast Trail unit in the summer of 1983. These sites 

represent twenty-eight percent of the total number of sites recorded for 
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Pacific Rim National P;uk. Scvc11tcc11 arc in Oliiahl tcrriL01·y ( i 'i pcrcr;111 of 

11"' 101;il number of Oliiahl sites), forly-11i11c arc in Diticlahl territory ('.JS 

percent of the total number of Dilidaht sites) and four arc in Pachccnahl 

territory (2'1 percent of the total Illl!llbcr of PaclH•cnahL sites). 

Fony of these sites (:JO pc1·cen1 of the park unit total) an' c1'1ssiliccl 

as gc:iH,ral activity or shell midden sites. Of these, fourteen (35 percent) 

;ire classified as villages and twenty-six (G:) percent) as camps. Thirlccn 

of the fourlce11 village sites arc hypolhcsizccl lo rcpresc11l tile 111;ijor 

scttle11H,nts of local or component groups that had lc1Tilorics within Ilic 

bouncl;iries of the West Coast T1·ail unit. Ten of these thirteen sites ;ir<' 

located <:dong the exposed outer coast sllorPlin(~. 'Ille rcn1ai11ing sites ar(~ 

located close to tlw outer coast shoreline 11car the c11trcince to Nitinat 

Lake. Only one defensive site was locatccl. The twenty-six c;1111ps arc 

classified as multi-resource~ sites. The distribution of the thirteen 

scltle111ent sites and one defensive site arc presented ill Figs. 82a, b a11d the 

1\\'Ctll)/-si;-,: camps <-tr(~ prcsc11tc:d in I,,igs. 83a,b. 

The two fish trap sites (2 5 pc1·cenl of the pa1·k rrnit Louil) arc of wood, 

construction. Both arc locatecl in the Cheewhat giver (Fig. 83lJ) which has a 

substantial rim of small sockcye salinon. The three burial sites (:l.7 

percent of the park unit total) all consist of surface placeme111s i11 a 

cave/rock sl"'ltcr setting. A 111inirnu111 of six individuals have been placr'd at 

thcsP locat:io11s, four at one site. !\gain, clue to the sensitive nature of 

the burial issue and the high incidence of vandalis1n at th(~sc sites, no 

distribution map for this sile category is inc:luclecl in this report. 

The six rock art sites rccorclccl (7.5 percent of tlw park unit total) arc 

petroglyph sites and all are locatr"l on the exposed outer coasl 
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Fig. 82a. Map of distribution of settlement and defensive 
sites in the West Coast Trail unit (western section). 

Fig. 82b. Map of distribution of settleme11t and defensive 
sites in the West Coast Trail unit (eastern section). 



Fig. 83a. 

Fig. B3b. 
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Map of distribution of resource camp sites in 
the West Coast Trail unit (western section) 

... 
,/ 

Map of distribution of resource camp and fish trap 
sites in the West Coast Trail unit (eastern section) 
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shoreline. Four of these sites are located on exposed rock platforms 

above wean high tide while the remaining two sites occur on the walls of 

t~·,ro Sf'rl. caves. Most of these sites contain a combina.tion of geomorphic, 

zoomorphic and anthropomorphic images. One site also contains images that 

relate to the historic period. A minimum of one hundred and eighteen 

images are represented at the six sites. The twenty-seven tree resource 

areas (33. 7 percent of the park unit total) are the second largest site 

category in the West Coast Trail unit. Twe11Ly of these sites are 

associated exclusively with bark stripping , two with various forms of wood 

utilization and five with a combination of bark and wood utilization, 

primarily bark stripping and plank removal. Four of the five bark/wood 

utilization sites contain examples of plank removal from standing cedar 

trees. The two isolated find sites (2.5 percent of the park unit total) 

are classified as features. 

an intertidal trench. 12 

One is a collapsed structure and the other is 

Of the eighty sites recorded for the West Coast Trail unit, sixty-nine 

(86.2 percent) are associated with some form of resource procurement or 

subsistence activity. Only the six rock art, three burial and two 

isolated find sites lack direct association with resource related 

activities. Of the sixty-nine resource related sites, twenty-nine (42 

percent) are associated with a single resource activity. Included in this 

total are the two fish trap sites and the twenty-seven tree resource 

areas. The remaining forty sites (58 percent) all appear to be 

multi-resource sites. Included in these totals are the fourteen village 

sites and twenty- six resource camps. 



- 256 -

Summary 

There are two hundred and eighty-nine recorded sites that relate to 

the nauve history within Pacific Rim National Park. One hundred and 

forty-four (53.3 percent) are general activity or shell midden sites. Of 

these, forty-one (14.2 percent) are classified as villages and one hundred 

and thirteen (39 .1 percent) as camps. Thirty-five of the village sites 

are hypothesized to be the main settlements of local or component groups 

whose territories are entirely or in part within the boundaries of Pacific 

Rim National Park. The remaining six village sites are classified as 

defensive sites. Of the one hundred and thirteen camp sites identified, 

one hundred and six are classified as resource camps. 

are classified as lookout sites. 

The remaining seven 

Forty-four sites (15.2 percent) are fish traps., Forty-one of these 

(93. 3 percent) are of stone construction a'1d are located in ccheltered 

intertidal areas. They are likely associated with trappi'1g small, inshore 

schooling fish. The three fish traps of wood construction are located in 

small streams and likely are the remains of weirs for trapping salmon. 

All twenty-four burial sites (8.3 percent) consist of surface 

pl a.cements representing a minimum of sixty- seven individual burials. 

Twenty-one of the twenty-four sites occur in a cave/rock shelter setti"'. 

All appear to date to the historic period. 

The seven rock art sites (2.4 percent) are all petroglyph sites. All 

are located on the exposed, outer coast shoreline, five on bedrock panels 

and two in caves. Most of these sites contain a combination of 

geomorphic, zoomorphic and anthropomorphic images. A minimum of one 

hundred and twenty-four images are represented at these seven sites. 
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The nrty Lwo Lree resource ;1re;1s (18 JWl'Celll) are the second larges! 

sire category in the p~u~k. 'l\vent:y-seven of the t rec resource drcas arc 

associated with bark stripping, rourleen with some form or wood 

utilization and eleven with a combination or both bark and woocl 

utilizalion. This major sile c;11cgory is likely uncle1·-ncprcscntcd l'or Lile 

park as n1ost sites \Vere idc11tificd duri11g the shoreline survey. l1dct11d 

areeis, other than lake rnargins in tile VVcst (~0;:1st 'frail unit, \Vere JHJl 

invest ig<lted systc1nat:ically. 

J·:ighr isoJ;itcd find sites (2.7 percenl) wccrc recorded. Six arc 

cldssiCicd as features, one as a structure and one as an artifact. ;\II 

the features (isolated canoe runs ancl Lrench reaturcs) are located in the 

i1Jter1 icl;1J zone. The sln1cture sire consists or a colli1psed ho11sc located 

011 a sn1all island in a lake. 'l'hc single artifact sit_(~ consists of tile 

rc~inains of <.1 dugout canoe. 

The two hundred and eighty-nine native historical sites represrcnl the 

dOClllllentecJ physical evidence of niltivc l!Se or the J;111cJ illHi reSOlll'Cl'S 

witl1in Pacific Eim National Parle Fach or these sites is t1niq11<c in tern1s 

or its size and con1position. L~ach siLe contains i11rorn1atiun tli(-lt is 

specific to it; inforn1at ion th;:1t re-: I ates cxclusivel_y to an activit,y or set 

or <ictivities responsible for its l'Xistence. These i!cliviLies ()\JC(' forniecl 

part or complex interactions between people and the culturnl ilncl llillllrill 

envirmHnents in which they lived. i\rchaeologic<il inforn1atio11 011 Uwse 

inLci·c1cLio11s, iH)\VCVcr, is only avclilablc through systc111atic cxcavat inn. 

The ;1rchacological data set has contributed physical evidence of 

OCCltpatioll Cllld t'CSOurce utilization LO OU!' k110\vlcdgc and unclcrsta11cJing of 
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the native history of the Pacific Rim National Park region. The 

contribution of the archaeological data set to a greater understanding of 

the native history of Pacific Rim National Park becomes apparent when it 

is integrated with pertinent ethnographic and ethnohistoric data in the 

following section. 
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I 11tegr;11 io11 or t hi' Ethnographic, Ethnohistoric 

and the i\rchaeological Data Sets 

Introduction 

In the previous seclio11s three sources of data on n<-1tive history 

\VCr(~ prC'sent:cd and analysed. Each \Vas stucliccl as a discrete cL:1t<:1 set t·o 

C\]JO\V for internal evaluation of thf~ inforn1ation. 'J'ile ai1n of' this SCC:ti0!1 

is Lo integrate these separate data sets to provide the most coniplete 

possible ,-Ccl'llllStrucliOn or the native histo1·y Within the three UllilS or 

Pacific l\illl Nalio11al Parle Before proceeding a brief SU!lllnary or C'ilCh data 

set will be presented. 

The ethnohistoric data set, the observations and descriptions or 

n<-1tive peoples in the region of study b_y explorers, traders. govern1netd 

agents, missionaries, etc., related to the period from 1787, the yea1· of 

first native-white contact in this region, to the second decade or the 

twentieth century. The f'irst chroniclers in the late eighteenth century 

descrihc~d a country inllabitccl by a people \Vho lived in i1unic~rous, large~ and 

populous villages. 'J'hcsc people, n1isnn111cd 'Nootka', \Vl~rc grcdt Sl'df'<1rers. 

whalers and astute traders. They were also warriors. The rcneig11ers 

brought wilh them new items such as cndals, guns and blankets. Contact 

also introduced nevv diseases, such as s111allpox to tile 11<'11 ive population. 

Seventy-five years later, when whites first became resident in the 

area, conLact took on a clifrerent character. 'l'hc~ native pl~ople \Vere still 

1 Nootka' al though tribal narncs \Vere rnore cornrnonl)' used. ,-I'hc country \Vas 

more carerully explored, mapped and named as exploration parties recorded 
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the resource wealth. Some of the names were derived from native terms, 

but more often than not names were given in recognition of early explorers 

and pioneers. Observations of native people took on a different quality 

now that white people were resident on the coast year round. \'lhereas 

earlier only the scars from smallpox were seen, now the full carnage was 

described. Rather than numerous populated villages, observers described 

numerous abandoned village sites. Although a few traditional subsistence 

activities, such as whaling, lasted into the twentieth century many other 

aspects of the native economy changed. Wages became the economic 

mainstay, first the production of dogfish oil for sale to the first 

trading stores, then the hunting of fur seals from white schooners, 

offshore and in the Bering Sea. Canneries on the Fraser River and 

llopf_ie1cl~:; ir: the Fraser Valley aud around Puget Sound provided further 

employment opportunities before commercial developments began on the west 

coast. 

By the late 1800s many aspects of native life were controlled by 

government. Settlements were restricted to reserves and economic 

activities were limited by Canadian and international laws. Pot latching 

was forbidden by law and children had to go to white schools. 

Nissionaries fought against traditional religious and medical practices. 

Eventually groups like the Sheshaht and Ditidaht moved away from the 

coastal areas of their traditional territories; others like the Clayoquot, 

Ucluelet, Ohiaht and Pacheenaht maintained settlements on the coast. 

In summary, the importance of the ethnohistoric data set lies in the 

absolute time frame it provides for observed events and activities of 

native people since first contact in 1787. 
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The <'lhttographic cl<it<i set p;1rnllcls the etlrnohistoric cl;ita set i11 

time. Just as events l'rotn the fon11er are presented l'ro111 the 

observers' /writers' points of view, so ;ire those in Llw !alter. The rnajo1· 

difference is Lhal Lhe participants in Lile latter arc not outsiders but 

insiders who have a vested interest in knowing who they are ancl their 

rc,Jationships with others. They know their history. when• they <ire l'ro111 

and who they arc related to in the past a11cl al present, bee<HtS" without 

that lrnowledge they h;1ve 110 iclcnlity. 

The ethnographic data set presents history from tlw participattls' 

poi11L of view and in their terms. People arc called what they called 

the111selvcs and would lik<' to be called today. lvlisuncl<,rsli11Hli11gs \\'hich 

I tave led to such terms as 1 Nootka' ;ind 1 Ni tinat' 11ow beconw Nuu-chah--nulth 

a11d Diliclaht.. The landscape is also seen in their terms. For example, 

C<1pe Beale al the southeastern e11Lrnncc to Barkley Sou11cl becomes 

Ch' imataqsul and Benson lslancl in the Broken Croups Islands bcco111cs 

Ts' icya. The geographies, includecl as Appendices i\ Lo F, pn,se11t over 

seven hu11drcd native place names for t lw region of study. 

l n the ethnographic history section the events leading up to the 

formation or the modern Sheshaht, Ucluelet, Clayoquot, Ohiaht, MLdiclaht 

and Pacheenaht arc summarized, This history is one or constant 

restructuring of the local and CO!llJHllH~nt groups bro11gl1t ;:1bout pri111c1rily as 

<l rcsull of intergroup \VC1rL;1re. ;\ llllJJ!bcr of' groups Cl~ClSC to l'Xl~l <lS 

socio-political units on the landscape, others become so deplcl"d in 

11u1nlicrs Lhal they arc forced to join with stronger groups. /\s a 

consequence of these amalgamations not only do the lllJlllbccr or indepemlent 
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groups beconw fewer but the territories of surviving groups beco1ne larger 

and seltlerncnt and subsistence patterns change accordingly. It is at rllis 

tillll' tl1<1t the generalized seasonal round pattern described hy Drucker ;md 

adopted by others applies. 1 Tl1c essence of this p;1ttern is that groups 

wintered in prolcctcd locations, shifted to "outside" sites in the spring 

and sumn1er then lo "inside" salmon fishing slalions in L11e fall bdorc 

returning 1-0 tile \Vinlcr villages. 

111 SllllllllClJ'Y, tile Clhnogrdphic data SCt li;JS CStablisJicd (J !llillillH!Jll or 

t\vcnty-L\VO local groups and tvvcnly-l\VO con1poncnt groups \Vho oper<-1ted 

within the boundaries of the three units of Pacific Rim National Parle 

The archaeological data set represents the physical evidence of 

occupation and utilization of Lile landscape. The site types that have 

bl'.c11 cldincd represent the ren1ains of the activities or the people who 

lived there or utilized the region. Who they ale by name, howevr"" cannot 

he cstd\Jlislied from lllis dala set. 'f'!irough cxcdvation of sonH' site t_ypcs, 

it is possible to characterize their culture by the artifacts. detritus 

dild !'edlllrL~S UJH_:ovcrcd. 111 particular C1rc\J~1e0Jogists Cdll t<:1Jk about 

subsistence and tecllllology. 1\rchacology ca11 also prnvide tin1c fr;1111e, but 

ratl1c1· than the approxin1atcly two u"1luries represented by the 

ethnohistoric and cllrnogrnphic data sets. lime goes back millenia to the 

first occupation or utilization of a particular place. 

In summary, fro1n the archaeological data set l\VO hundred and 

eighty 11i11c sites representing the !l<lLivc history \Vithi11 tlH' IHlllJHL:1rics or 

Pacific I<.irn National Park have been identified. These brc;1k dow11 into one 

hundred and fifty-four general activity sites or wllich thirty-five 
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represent structured settlements, forty-four fish trap sites, twenty-four 

burial sites, fifty-two tree resource areas, seven rock art sites, and 

eight isolated feature sites. 

The following integration of these data sets will take place by 

present political group within park unit: the Sheshaht within the Broken 

Group Islands unit, the Ucluelet and Clayoquot within the Long Beach unit 

and the Ohiaht, Ditidaht and Pacheenaht within the West Coast Trail unit. 

Broken Group Islands Unit 

Sheshaht 

The modern Sheshaht are an amalgamation of at least six independent 

local groups from the central Barkley Sound region. Two of these, the Nae< 

as"at!l and the Hikul"atl! did not have territory within the Broken Group 

[slands and therefore will not be discussed furtl1er. The territories of 

the remaining four, the Ts'icya'atll, the M.akL .. ai .. atH, the 

T!o'mak'Lai'atll andthellatc!a'atl! are presented in Fig. 84. This 

socio-?olitical reality is estimated to date to around 1775. 

The four local groups with their knm-m component groups and village 

locations are listed in columns 1 and 2 of Table 2. The village locations 

are plotted on Fig. 84. 
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84. Map of ·, .. . tc1 r1to1·ic. , 
\V1thin the J-)rok('!ls ~1~1d villages . C1ou11 Isl· I ' d 11 ( s 

or local orolljl . 
llllil (' . h s dtOUtl{I 177:-J). 
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Table 2. Integration of Ethnographic and Archaeological Data on Village 
Sites within the Broken Group Islands 

Known Social Units 

Ts'icya'atH 
<,'a.!: ac"'atHS 
Ts!icyacatHBtaqemil'. 
T!ok\waq'L\n" atHa 
Hemiyis" atH8 

Nanatsukwiitaqemil'. 
Muk' wa'°atHa 

MakLCaf£atH 
MakLl'ai"'atH 

K!walo'astaqemii 
Hayuqwi'acteqem! 

6 ost"is<'atl!8 

Timik1 aq£is£atHa 
Tc'apEis"'atHa 
(Natc'imwas"'atH8 ) 

Hots! a tswi iat!!B 
Wanin"'atHal or 
an unknown subgroup 

T!o'mak'Lai'atll8 

Ha tc 'i1 a tHa . , 
Hop' kisago 1 a tHB 

Ethnographic 
Village Locations 

(Sheshaht 040) 
Tsicya (Sheshaht 041) 
(Shesbaht #42) 
(Shesbaht #43) 
( Sheshaht # 41) 

Muk'wala (Sheshaht #36) 

(Sheshaht #52) 

(Sheshaht 1154) 
(Sheshaht #55) 

Tc 'ap"°is (Shesbaht #53) 

Archaeological 
Village Sites 

DfSi 16 
DfSi 16 
DfSi 16 
DfSi 1 72 
DfSi 16 
Df Si 7 
Df Sh 19 
Df Sh 20 

Df Sh 27 
Df Sh 22 

DfSh 111 
Df Sh 17 

DfSi 19 

DfSi 19 
DfSi 19 

(DfSi 29) 

hots! atswil'. (Sheshaht #62) DfSh 31 

(Sheshaht 1167) 

(Sheshaht #83) 

DfSh 4 

Df Sh 2 9 
Dfsi 30 

DfSh47 

Hop'kisag&•a (Sheshaht #81) DfSh 432 
DfSh 5 

l Th:ir_; beccunc their na.n;c 0fter they jcJi1;cd the Nae J.S atH. The2_·;:-; ~:;·no 
record of their name or where they lived 1,.,rhcn they were part of the 
MakL ai atH, 

2 DfSi 17, DfSi 29 and DfSh 43 are classified as archaeological camps, 
not villages. 
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1'he fifteen archaeological sites that are classified as settle1ne11Ls 

arc plot.led on Fig. 84 and listed in column '.l of Table 2. J l is 

hypotlwsic<ed that these sites, whieh '"·c Illajor midden deposits with 

cl isl inct house platforllls and fc<ttL11·es and !Jack midden ridges, 1 cprcsc111 

the main vill;1ges or independent local groups or co1npo1wnl groups. Only 

three of the fifteen sites, DfSi JG and !D and DfSh 47, however, can lie 

coni"ir111ed as local group villages fro111 tlw ethnographic dala. 

village or the fourth known local group, the Hatc!a'atH3
, was located on 

the /\Ima l'ussell Islands outside of the llrnke11 Croup lsL111cls. 

DfSi 16 on Benson lslm1d 11«1s Ts'icyil (Shcsil;1ht #1;1), the m;iin 

village of the Ts!icya'atH11 local group (Figs. 85 and 86). i\ccording 

to tradition this was where lhcy were created. i\s Ts'icya beca\lle crowded 

three of the component groups 111ovcd to adjacent beaches. Only hima. yis 

(ShcsilahL #43)~ iHl\Vcvc:r, is clistinguish.:-1lJ\c <.lS '1 scpdriltl: <1rchllcologic;ll 

site (DfSi 17) (Fig. 85). The othe1· two places (Shesh;d1l 1140 ;rnd U42) 

forn1 part of the deposit of DfSi JG. These were tl1e origi11al co111po11cnt 

groups of tlw Ts~ieya'at!la. J\ fifth component gruup, the 

Nanatsukwil:taqemi! f"orn1ccl later by llla1riage ol an outside cl1icf Lo tile 

rL1ugl1ter of the Ts'icya'atlla chiel". Tiley lived e11 Ts"icya. The sixth 

group, the Muk'wa atlla, !Jucldecl oil from Ts'icya J"ivc gencralio11s lie fore 

I '.l l 0. est i111alcd lo be around lhe rnid-cighlecnlh centu1·y. They established 

a village al Muk'wa'a (Sheslrnhl 1136) 011 Turret lsla11cl. There is a Jcirgc 

st ructurcd midden, DfSi 7, at this location (Fig. 87). 

DfSi 19 on Wouwer Isla11d was MakL'ai, the rnai11 village of the 

i l Ila (l-'" ) a at ·1g. 88. Sirnilar to Ts' icya four of the r:ornpo1wnt groups had 



l!eria; ;;~~ <Jfl• ~~~s()~ l~i~~'J.: ;::i:,;•::~~~iJJ;~:·· 
anq hi~ .;yief (Photo, llCPM. l9SZ.8.• 644). 

Aerial! view of. Tsicya (She!ilhahtl #411 (Photo: 
li()l'M 19ll4Jli 112 h 
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separate named places where they lived (Sheshaht 052, 053, #54, #55). 

Tc'ap£is (Sheshaht #53) is distinguished as a separate archaeological 

site, DfSi 29. The fifth MakL<'ai"atHa component group, the 

Hots!atswH'atH8
, lived at Hots!atswH'. (Sheshaht #62). There are 't<·10 

archaeological sites on Dicebox Island. DfSh 31 is a large structured 

midden located between two headlands. DfSh 43 is a large defensive site, 

with a minimum of 21 house platforms evident on the surface, located atop 

one of the headlands (Fig. 89). 

One archaeological site, DfSh 4 on Effingham Island (Fig. 90), is 

known from the ethnographic data to have been a MakL"ai€atH8 village 

before it was taken by the Hatc!a'atH8 as his'ok' t. Whether a sixth 

MakL'°ai£atH8 component group or one of the other five lived at this site 

is unknown. It may have belonged to the Wanin~tl!8 , a former MakL"ai£ 

atHa group of whom little is known. 

DfSh 47 on Gibraltar Island (Fig. 91) was the main village of the 

T:o•mak'Lai'atH9
• No other villages were recorded for this group. The 

only Hatc!a'atH8 village identified from the ethnographic texts as being 

/ ' located in the Broken Group Islands was Hop'kisaq6'a (Sheshaht UBI) on the 

southern end of Jaques Island (Fig. 92). This was the home of the 

.t a Hop'kisaqo'atH component group. The archaeological site DfSh 43, 

located here is a small, unstructured midden. 

Four component group sites, DfSh 47, DfSh 4, DfSi 30 and DfSi 7 are 

large structured middens which are similar to the three known local group 

villages. The component groups that lived at these sites may have been 

separate and distinct local groups at one time, or the archaeological 

cxn~--c ~!~:;ion::-~ inc:;y be that of groups of 1:,1hom there is no longer c1ny knowledge. 
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cfhcrc~ arc anoll1cr nine Jargc, Struclurcd deposits \VhicJi again arc 

silllilar lo the three known local group villages. There is, however, no 

ethnographic information that relates to these sites. Six or these sites, 

DfSh 17, 19, 20, 22, 27 and 111, are within Ts'icya'atll8 local grnup 

t<:rr i tory. One site, DfSh 5 (Fig. 93), is within Hatc!a'atH8 Joc;il 

group territory and two, DfSh 29 and DfSi 30, arc within MakL ai atl!8 

t c r r i Lo t'Y. 'J'hesc nine sites 111ay have functioned as the rnain scttlcn1c11ts 

of co1nponcnl groups or the local group in whose territory they were 

lorntcd or of another local group that occupied the ;ircil ill an c;irlicr 

time aoo for which no history has survived. 

There arc few references in the early ethnohistoric record lo 

villages that can be positively identified to the Broken Croup Islands. 

!\-Jost of ( ite references CaJllC frOill the traders \VhO \Varc USi11g llic JlOJ'lh\V('Sf 

bay of Effingham Island as an anchorage. In 1787 Barkley nwntioned 

p<issing a large village when approaching the anchorage which is 

inlcrpretccl to be Omoah (Sheshaht #67). This village also appears to be 

one or the five villages plotted on the 1792 Spanish map or Barkley Sou11d, 

a11d 011c or the four visited by Magee i11 l 793. 1\ second village 111cntio11ed 

by Meares in J 788 fits the description of Dice box Island (Slwshaht 062). 

The location of a third village, Cechasht, mentioned by tl1c 1\merica11s in 

1789, cannot be determined accurately from the jour11al entries. ll may be 

the sarne village as that called Seshart, which was attacked by the crew or 

the .Jellerso11 in 1794. The inferred area of this attack and the 

si111ilc1rity of these n;imes to the Ts' icya'atl!a lead lo the conclusion 

that this village was located in their territory. 
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111 both the ethnographic and ethnohiatoric darn sets the last 

dccadc~s of the eighteenth century arc portrayed as a lime of intense 

conflict. The catalyst for these events is hypothesized to be tire~ 

presence of the European and American traders, and the attcrnpts of groups 

to contnil tire sea otter trade. Jn 1787 and 1788 both I3<irklcy illld Meares 

were successful in obtaining furs ill Barkley Sound. Jn 1792, 1793 and 

l 7~J4, lrowcvcr, traders obtained few furs as the trade had been monopolized 

by \Vica1111i11isl1, the Chief of Clayoquot. Barkley Sound was rcfcffcd Lo as 

"tlw dominion of Wicanninish". In fact, while the Jefferson was ancl101wl 

at the head of Toquart Bay, in the winter of 1793-94 the Clayoquol chiefs 

were frequent visitors, as were chiefs from other arci1s outside of Barkle~y 

Sound, including Ahousaht, Ditidaht and Clahaaset (Neah Bely). 

Hagee, the lfrst officer or the Jefferson, rcconled two conflicts 

between the norH·esident groups and those of the area. The first was 

reported by Wicanninish after one of the crew of the Jefferson had been 

killed while on shore. The chief recommended killing two of the culprits 

in revenge just as he had br'.cn necessitated to kill forLy recently. The 

crew of the Jefferson took their revenge: on the village of Seshart 

h•i!ding to I he assumption that this was the same group that Wicunninish 

had attacked. This interpretation is supported by the fact that of the 

groups in the~ area of the ancl1orage; only Toquaht and Hatc!a'atH8 chiefs, 

and 110 Ta' icya'atH8 chiefs were recorded as visitors to the; JdTe~rson. 

The conclusion reached is that the Ta'icya'atH8 were the example used by 

Wic;11111i11isli to exert his dominion over Barkley Sound. 

J\ number of territorial changes also took place at this Lillie. The 

Ha tc 'a' a tH8 were the most active. They wc~nt Lo war against the 
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T: o' mak' Lai' atH
2 

and absorbed Uwir territory, and then against the MakL 

a i atll2 taking over Omo ah, The T ! o' mak' Lai' at Ha ceased to exist after 

their defeat while the MakL£ai£atlla became part of the Ts'icya'atHa. 

The llatc'a'atll expansion at this time is hypothesized to relate to the 

presence of the Euro-American traders in Effingham Bay in the late 1780s 

and attempts to control access to the wealth they represented. 

The next conflict in which the Hatc'a'atHa were involved was with 

the Toquaht in the area of Equia. Again the reasons for thi,; conflict are 

hypothesized to relate to their attempts to control the foreign trade. 

The Effingham anchorage did not develop into a fur trade port. In the 

'i:_~_L:~c:1- of: l'793 and 1794 tbe auchorage used by the Jeffer80l1 v1as in the 

region of Toquart Bay within Toquaht territory. The Hatc'a'atl!8 chief 

v.ias a frequent visitor to the ship which likely increased friction and 

precipitated the conflict. The Toquaht were defeated by the Hatc'a'atH8 

but in the hostilities the Ucluelet inadvertently became involved. The 

l!atc!a'atH8 in turn were wiped out by the Ucluelet and their allies the 

Clayoquot2 who used the first guns. The Hatc!a'atHa ceased to exist 

as an independent political entity operating in the Broken Croup Island~;. 

The survivors scattered to other groups in the region. Their territory 

was eventually absorbed by the amalgamated Sheshaht. This conflict has 

been dated to somewhere between 1792 and 1803 based on the observations of 

the officers of the Columbia in 1792 and of Jewitt in 1803. 

The Ts' icya'at!l8 also were involved in a number of conflicts 

They probably lost forty at thehands of Wicanninish, 

and their villages were burned in a raid by the QanayH:' atHa, a Mtidaht 
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group from the region of Bonilla Point. After the hostilities between the 

Hatc'a'atlla and Ucluelet, the Ts'icya'atlla appear to have come into 

conflict with the Ucluelet. There are no details of these conflicts but 

the Ucluelet ca1ne into possession of Hirnayis (Sheshaht ff85) on Benson 

Island. a Whether the Tsicya'atll were defeated or simply had abandoned 

Ts'icya and moved to the defensive site, hots:atswil (Sheshaht 062), on 

Dicebox Island for greater protection is unknown. While living at 

hots!atswil they were involved in a conflict with the Ahousaht in which 

they defeated a large war party. There is archaeological evidence from 

the defensive site DfSh 43 on Dicebox Island to support an argument for 

increased activity at this site. The presence of eleven new house 

features to the north of the main site area is interpreted as a late 

cxpd11.:::;iu11 of occupation at this site. 

IIcv,i long the 1·a~icya 1 atH8 lived aL Diccbox i~:; unknc\·ln. Tbt.~'./ 

appear to abandon the Broken Group Islands early in the nineteenth 

century. The sequence of the following events in unclear. They lived for 

a while at the mouth of the Sarita River and by around 1810-20 they were 

at the head of Alberni Canal. Whether these are sequential occupations or 

D:_1r_i n~! the Lung \'Jar in Barkley 

Sound, estirnilted to be in the period 1830-40, there is no evidence of them 

returning to the Broken Group Islands. The Ucluele t had established a 

village in the Hikwia area and used Himayis (Sheshaht #43) and 

Udic?aqUs (Sheshaht #37) as resource camps and Cleho (Sheshaht #85) as 

a cam~Jinq ctrea on the wa.y to the Namint qivE':r. It. 1·1as "hi le the Ucluelet 

were at the Namint that the Sheshaht attacked them at the start of the 

Long War. 



- 217 -

By the mid 1840s the amalgamated Sheshaht returned to the area of 

the Broken Group Islands. Hikwis (Sheshaht Q22) on the mainland coast of 

Vancouver Island (Figs, 94 and 95) became their new village site in the 

winter part of a new seasonal round cycle. After the herring spawn season 

they moved "as a tribe" to Clnoah and from August to December moved from 

fishing station to fishing station up the Alberni Canal to the Somass 

River. At the end of December they moved back to Hikwi s. 

This seasonal tound pattern of subsistence or variations upon it 

lasted well into the twentieth century. Around the 1860s the Sheshaht 

moved apart into their component groups in the spring. The traditional 

village sites became resource camps for the component groups: the 

Ts' icya 'ntlla at Tsicya, the HakL£ai"atlla at MakL<"ai, etc. In 1874 

Hikwis still was described as their winter village but by 1882 it was 

deserted. This abandonment likely occurred as a result of the increased 

importance of their spring camps. The restriction of settlements to 

reserves in the 1880s forced a re-amalgamation at one of the three 

reserves in the Broken Group Islands, On the 1893 survey maps of the 

reserves Omoah (IR 9) had nine houses, Cleho (IR 6) had seven houses while 

Keith Island (IR 7) had only one old house. In 1914 the houses at Omoah 

had burned to the ground, Cle ho had three houses and Keith Island had six 

houses. In 1922 most of the people were staying at Cleho. In the 1930s 

both Cleho and Omoah were the major Sheshaht villages in Barkley Sound. 

By the 1940s Tsahaheh IR 1 on the Somass River was the major Sheshaht 

settlement. Utilization of the Broken Group Islands then becam<; an 

individual pattern as it is today. 
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From a11 archaeological point of view the period fro Ill 1840 to 19<10 

represents the last period of occupation in the Broken Croup lsLinds. The 

evidence ror this occupation is on the surface in the f'or1n of rcaturc~s 

and/or artifacts or simply as vegetational changes. Sites which were 

abandoned early and r1cvcr re-occupied \Votilcl have rnaturc forest gro\vth. 

The vcgctational cover on sites or poctions of sites that continued lo be 

occupied would, be reflected accordi11gly. This is exactly the pattern that 

\Vas observed. 

In summary, based 011 the nrchaeologicdl ddL:1 set, tiler(~ dl'C <-J 

potl'llLi<iJ rif'lcC~t1 Joca! groups or CO!ll!HllH'llL groups rcpresc11tecl by the 

fifteen structured settlernent sites. From the ethnographic data three of 

thPsP \Vere confirn1ed as local group villages and three \Vere confirrnecl <:-1s 

co1npone11t group villages. Nine~ of the archac~ological sites \Vere unkno\vn 

clhnogr" p h irn I ly. Jn lhc pc,riod between 1785 ancl 1805 t lirec of t lw four 

local groups krH)\Vn rro1n Lhe et·hnogrc-1phic d;:-1t;:-1 sc-:1 to \)(-J\I(' hc'ld territorv 

and occupied villages in the Broken Croup Jsl'1nds were wiped out by 

warfare. The survivors either amalgamated with the Ta' icya' atHa local 

group al Ts'icya or scattered to other are;1s of Barkley Sound. Tile 

Ts' icya'atHa local group in turn aba11do1wd the Brokc'n Croup lsl<!llcls for 

sevcr;d decC1dcs i11 the early 1800s. When they returned to tile J:lrnkcn 

(~roup Jsla11ds ill Lill~ 1840s lhc region \V<JS the territory oJ' dll Clllldlgar11aLc;d 

socio political unit, the Shcsbaht. 

Ir as hypothesized the fifteen structured archaeological sites 

represent the main seltlcmcnts of up to fiftr'l,ll indqwndcnl local groups 

or their co1nponenl groups tlwn l he earliest historic 1·ecords and l he 
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ethnographic data set document only the end of the amalgamation process in 

the Broken Group Islands. 

Long Beach Unit 

The Long Beach unit of Pacific Rim National Park encompasses the 

traditional territories of at least four independent groups whose 

The history of each of these modern groups will be discussed separately. 

Ucluelet 

The Ucluelet, as we know them today, are a mid-historic period 

amalgamation of at least four independent local groups from the general 

area of Ucluth Peninsula. The territories of two of these groups, the 

Hitats~o'atH8 from Ucluelet Arm and the Yu.~u?iratH8 from the outer 

coast of Ucluth Peninsula, are outside of the boundaries of the Long Beach 

unit, and therefore will not be discussed further. The territories of the 

remaining two, the K!inaxumAs'atH8 and the 'ho'ol'atH8 are encompassed 

within the park unit boundaries and are presented in Fig. 96. The 

boundary between the two was not recorded. 

The two local groups with their known compo;1ent gro;_1ps and viJ.logc: 

locations are listed in columns 1 and 2 of Table 3. The village locations 

are plotted on Fig. 96. 



Fig. 96. 
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Map of territories and village locations of Ucluelet 
local groups \vith the Long Beach unit. 

H 
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Table 3. Integration of Ethnographic and Archaeological Data on Village 
Sites within Ucluelet Territory of the Long Beach Unit. 

Known 
Social units 

K! iru:ixumAs' atHa 
Wiwita'aik taqemil 
Tot kwisistqemil 
Kwispisistaqemil 
Numimats'yak tapemit 
?a?atsictaqiml 

I ho I 0 :t' a tH 8 

Eth:iogra.phic 
Village Locations 

Quisitis (Ucluelet 1132) 

Hu?ul (Ucluelet U31) 

Archaeological 
Village sites 

DgSk 1 

DfSj 4 

Two of the seven archaeological sites from the Long Beach unit that 

are classified as structured settlements are within amalgamated Ucluelet 

territory. They are listed in column 3 of Table 3 and plotted on Fig. 

96. It is interesting to note that only one structured village site was 

found within the territory of each of the local groups identified from the 

eLhnograpl1ic data set. Both are 101-gc villages with a nu1nbcr of house 

platforms (Figs. 97 and 98). Each of the platform areas likely reflects 

the houses of one of the component groups. Although there are no 

component groups listed for the 'ho'o:t'atH8 four houses were named and 

located at the village. 

There are no early ethnohistoric descriptions of people or villages 

u:: t:1i~; part cf: the coast. Th.e linear shore} ine und lack of safe 

anchorage discouraged ships from entering these waters. If either the 

K'inaxumAs'atH8 or the 'ho 1 o.l:'atH8 were in contact with the traders it 

would have had to occur out at sea or at one of the trading centres, most 

likel'/ in Clayoquot Sound. The only reference to a trading vessel in 

Ucluelet territory was in 1795 when the Ruby anchored in Ucluelet Inlet. 
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Little ethnographic information has been recorded for the 

K!inaxumAs'atHa. They were a large tribe who spoke the Clayoquot 

dialect of central Nootkan. They were involved in a number of disputes 

with the Clayoquot over the sea lion rocks at the northern en<l of their 

territory. In one conflict against the Clayoquot from Opitsat and the 

Ahousaht, the KinaxumAs'ath were nearly wiped out. Whether it was at this 

time that they moved into Ucluelet Inlet or at another by invitation of 

the Hitatso'ath is not clear. 

The 'ho'o!'atH8
, on the other hand, are quite prominent in the 

historical traditions. Originally a group from the Clayoquot area they 

moved to Hu'ul, possibly at the time of the Clayoquot wars (mid to late 

eighteenth century). They had close ties through marriage to the 

Yu'!u'ilatH8 to the south, and to a lesser extent with the 

K! inaxumAs' atl!8 to the north. It seems that they functioned as a 

sub-group of the Yu'lu• il'.'atH8 in the h1storical traditions, being 

involved in three major wars with them: the war against the Hntc'a'atH8 

and ?a'uts'ntHa, the taking of the Namint, and the Long War in Barkley 

Sound. Whereas the Yu'l:u'ilatlla component groups were repeatedly 

attacked in the Long War by the Ohiaht, Sheshaht, etc. alliance, the 

'ho'oJ:'atHa were not, apparently for fear of involving the.tr Clayoquot 

relatives. Heavy losses in the Long War forced the amalgamation of the 

Yu'J:u'i~atHa and the Hitats!o'at!la. It appears that the 'ho'ol'atH8 

followed their Yu' lu' iJ:atH8 relatives. 

In 1874 Hu.ur and Quisitis were used only as fishing stations, for 

halibut. Both were allocated as reserves in 1890. On the 1893 survey map 
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Hu.u£ (Oo-oolth IR 8) had 3 houses and 1 shack, Quisitis IR 9 had two 

small houses. 

Clayoquot 

The Clayoquot are a late precontact period amalgamation of an 

unknown number of independent local groups from the Kennedy Lake and 

Clayoquot Sound region. Two identified groups, the Histau' is ta th and the 

Hophitcath had territory or portions of their territories within the 

boundaries of the Long Beach unit (Fig. 99). The majority of amalgamated 

Clayoquot territory, however, ia outside the park unit and therefore \"Jill 

not form part of the following discussion. 

The two local groups and known village sites are listed in columns 1 

and 2 of Table 4. The village locations are plotted on Fig. 99. The 

five archaeological sites in Clayoquot territory that are classified as 

st1·uctured settlements are listed in colu1n11 3 of Table 4, and plotted on 

Fig. 99. 

Table. 4. Integration of Ethnographic and Archaeological Data on Village 
Sites within Clayoquot territory of the Long Beach Unit. 

Known 
.Soci;:11 U:1its 

Histau' istath 

Hophitcath 

Ethnographic 
Village Location~-; 

Histau'is (Clayoquot #2) 
Indian Is. (Clayoquot U7) 

Hophitc (Clayoquot #3) 

Archaeological 
Vlllac;c Si.tc~_; 

DgSk 6 
DgSk 7 
DgSk 2 

DgSl 17 
DgSk lil 
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\'i<lp of territories <tnd vi!J;1gcs of Clayoquot !oc;il 
groups \Villiin the Long 1-1(~<:-tch U11il. 

• 



Fig. 100. 

Fig. 101J 

Aerial ·view. of]jf~t~u'I!' (Cfay(>!{Utrl;ilf?J, .. no!:th 
end of t.<mg •Beach {!'hot:o: JlGPM 198.48.: 246), 

g<; i;ite of! Indian. 11'lt!nd 
o: l)CPM 1984!!:;24:2). 
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All three of the ethnographically known villages arc confirmed by 

llliljor archaeological deposits: histau' is is DgSk G (Fig. 100), lndia11 

lsland is DgSk 7 (Fig. 101) and l!ophitc is DgSl 17. There is 110 

ctlmogrciphic information on two of the archaeological sites DgSk 2 1111cl 

DgSk 38. DgSk 2 is located at Green Point near the boundary between the 

Clayoquot 1111rl Ucluelet. Whctlwr this vilL1gc was occupied when this was 

the boundary or at an earlier time is not known. DgSk 38, i11 llopitcatl1 

Lc1Titory, lllllY represent the village oi' an unknown COl!lpo11c'1ll group, Ill' it 

may repn;sc11t a shift in location of Hophitc, the J-IopitG1th 1nain village. 

As with the two Ucluelet local groups at the south encl of the Long 

Bc;ach unit, there arc 110 early ethnohistoric reforcnccs lo the people or 
this area. The ethnographic references arc sketchy. 

The Hist au' istath were created at llistau' is (Clayoquol HZ), 

llophilc (Clayoquot 03) was the traditional home of the Hophitcath. 

I' tcatcict (Clayoquol 06) on Echachis Island was their su111111er village. 

Tlw llistau' istath ware an aggressive group who eventually co11lrolled much 

of the <ll«'<L They were; dcl'c11ted by a11 alli;111cc of' otlicr lorn! groups who 

WCr<' centred ill Opitsat (CJ11yoquot /15) SOllll'Li!lle fn the last half' of the 

eighteenth century (cstilllaled to be around 1780). Their J;111cl was absorbed 

by the Clayoqout. 

In 1890 Hist au 1 is was allocated as a Clayoquot reserve 

(Esowista IR 3). In 1893 there were eight houses mapped (HI the reserve. 

I1Hlic111 lsL:11id \V<Js 11ol a!locdtcd <-1s d reserve until l~Jl 1J. '['lie rc~Sl'rvc \\'CIS 

mapped in ! 92Ci. Al that li11ie there were three shacks with fish drying 

houses on the site. The two sites in llophitcarh territory a11cl Crecn Poinl 

were not allocated as reserves. 
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The Tc!imataqso 1 atH8 had two villages, the rn;Jin villi1gc was ct 

Ch' imataqsul (Ohiaht HOS) which was located on top or a rocky hill at 

Cc1pc Beale, the second was Kixa (Ohiaht #113) which was rnllcd a campi11g 

village. Kixa is confirmed by the archaeological deposit at DeSh 6. DeSh 

13, the major archaeological deposit at Cape Beale (Fig. 103), however, 

docs not fit the description of Ch'imataqsul, cs it is located at sec 

I 1· 1·" I 

The people who occupied the area around Pachena Bay gc11erally w"rc 

called the ?anaq'L?a'atl!a a11d had their main village al Luht'a (Ohiaht 

Q119). They appear also to take their JJ<lllll'. from this village, lw11cc the 

Luht'a?ath. The village site at Luht'a is conf'irmed by the niajrH· 

archaeological deposit DeSg 6 (l<'ig. 10•1). 

Ethnohistoric refere11ces for the Ohiaht from the period of first 

COlll.dCL are fe\.Y. Cape Beale, na1ncd by Barkley in l 787, was a kc•y landm;u·k 

for the early traders identifying the entrance lo Jwin de Fuca Strait and 

the soutlieaslern lin1it of I)arkley Sound. 'J'he regioll, IHJ\vcvcr, \V<:Js L:1rgely 

bypassed. l"1be1·1 Duffin in l 788 appoars lo be the first to co11tdct Llie 

Ohi;ilit. 011 tlw first night or his voyage southeast or Barkley Sound he 

ancliorcd in a bay interpreted to be Pachena Bay. There was a large 

village, i\t tah, 
3 frorn which a number of people came lo trnd''· Magee was 

the next to visit Ohiaht cou11try. In 179'.l lie visited a "l;u·gc and very 

populous" villa!\e on the lllainland or the c,;1st shore of B;irkiey Sound. 

Which village he visited cannot be determined frolll this description. No 

Ohial1t vill;1gcs were plotted on the 1792 Spanish map or Barld1:y Sound. Jn 

17'.JS Bishop rn1tned two chiers, Yapasuet and Annathat "from the cast shore" 

\.Vlio came Lo trade at· Ucluelet. 'J'licsc 11a1ncs ilavt~ 1Hl! iH:c11 /"ou11d i11 later 
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I is ts of chiefs from the Barkley Sound sres so ii is not possible (It this 

l i Ille to identify any 1norc accurately where they vvcrc from. 

In 1817' Roquefeuil sailed up Trevor Channel ;:1 nd Clnc!1ored i tl 1'01·1 

Desire. Unfortunately he did not make any observations of people or 

villages in the area of focus in this study. By the time we have the next 

descriptions of the Ohisht in the late 1850s they are described as a 

single tribe under one chief, wilh numerous villages along the shoreline 

front C3pe Beale to Numakamfs where they gather in the winter. 

From the ethnographic data set there arc a m1m1Jcr of traditions thst 

relate Lo the Tc!imataqso'atHa and the ?anaq'L?a'atHa F~ot h src 

described as independent peoples who became subject bands of the 

Uchucklesaht for an unknown period of time estimated to be in Ute niicl to 

J;1tc eighteenth century, In one tradition the Tc!imataqso'atHa were 

nearly wiped out by the Uchucklessht. the survivors flcei11g to Ditidaht 

territory. In another tradition both groups were wiped out by the dfocts 

of dll Cilrtltquakc. The survivors moved in with their Kix' in' ath8 

reL11ives a11d their territory was absorbed. 

Wars with the Clallam and Ucluelet forced the an1alga1nalion of the 

remaining two independent groups. the Kix' in' atH8 and the Ohisht, i11 the 

cilrly 1800s. In the late 1850s they arc described as a single tribe under 

01ic cilid. Numukamis (Ohiaht U25) was the main winter village of 1111, 

amalg;un;1lcd Ohia ht. Jn the spring they scattered to tltcir resource c<rntps 

among the islands and gathered together again for the summer at Kix 'in. 

Blenkinsop in the msp that accompanied his 187 4 report plotted resou1Te 

camps at Malsit, Clutus, Kixa, Haines Island, two on Di;111;1 Tsl;rnd, two on 





- 297 -

Helby Island and two in Bamfield Inlet. In the late 1880s Kix'in was 

auandoned. Ne1·1 villages were established on Haines Island (Ohiabt Ul39) 

and on Diana Island (Ohiaht 11140), in an area called Dodger Cove. 

Kixa (ONaht #113) in traditional Tc!imataqso'atH3 territory and 

Clutus (Ohiaht 0119) and Malsit (ONaht Hl23) in ?anaq'La'atH traditional 

territory became summer resource villages of the amalgamated Ohiaht. The 

people took on the name of these summer villages when they lived there, 

hence Kixa'ath, a:u.tas'ath and ma.lsit'ath. In 1882 tilee;e three summer 

villages were allotted as ONaht reserves. Kixa (JR 10) had four houses, 

Clutuk I IR 11 I had four houses and Malsi t (IR 13 I had two old houses on 

the 1883 snrvey maps. 

The modern Ditidaht are an historic period amalgamation of ten 

local groups whose traditional territories included over half of the 

outer coastline of the West Coast Trail unit as well as the Nitinat Lake 

region. The territories of the ten independent groups identified from 

the ethnographic data set are within the park unit. 

in Figs. 107a am 107b. 

They are presented 

The ten local groups with their known component groups and village 

sites are listed in columns 1 and 2 of Table 6. The villages are plotted 

on Figs. 107a and 107b. 

The nine archaeological sites within Ditidaht territory that are 

classified as structured settlements are listed in column 3 of Table 6 

anrl are plotted on Figs. 107a' and 107b. 
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\111-l:gration or Etli11ugrdphic a11d J\rchdcologic;;_il J)<1Ld O!l \/ill<Igc 
Sitr:s within Ditidaht territory or the West Coast Tr;1il Unit. 

Known 
Soci<il units 

caqqawisa?tx (A) 

a.di,wa?a?tx (B) 

cuxWkwa.da?a?tx (C) 

Da.o.wa?a?tx (D) 
'an.imiyistaqemil 
lap/Haitap taqemil 
'aps.wipi?actaqemil 

wa. ya. ?nqa?tx (E) 

u.?u.wsa?tx (F) 

wawa.x?adi?sa?tx (G) 

qwa. ba.duwa?a?tx (II) 

qaqbaqisa?tx 

ca.xWi.yta?tx 

Ethnographic 
Vil !age Locations 

caqqawis (Ditidaht #29) 
wi.qpalu.ws (Dit id a ht 1143) 

a.di.wa? (llitid<iht 1128) 

c l.D("kwa, da'I (Di t idaht #23) 
a. a.baqu.ws (Diticlaht 1145) 

hitaca?saq (Diticlaht 1147) 

wa.ya.?aq (Ditidnht 033) 

u. ?u.ws (Diticlaht 1115) 

wawa.x?adi?s (Di tidaht #6) 

qwa.ba.duwa? (Dilidaht 114) 

qaqbaqis (Ditidaht 1111) 

ca. x"L yt (Ditidnht 1114) 

i\ rcha co log i ca I 
Village Sites 

DeSf 9 

DeSf 11 

DeSf 2 
DcSf 9 

DcSf 10 

De Sf •!. 

DdSe 4 

DdSc 7 

DdSc 1 7 

!) 

or the te11 loe<il group villages iclcnlifiecl frolll the c:thnographic 

d;11i1, sevc11 arc confirmed by major structured archaeological deposits. 

DeSf 11 (Fig. 108) corresponds to the main village or the ta.di.wa?a?tx, 

DeSf 2 (Fig. 1 O~J) corresponds to the main village or the 

cux"kwa.da?a?tx, DeSf 10 (Fig. 110) corrcspolldfi to the rnai!l village or 

the da.o.wa?a?tx, DdSe 4 (Fig. 111) corrcspo!lds to the main village or the 

tu. ?u.wsa?tx, lldSe 7 corresponds to the ma ill village of the 

wawa.x?adi?sa"!tx, a!ld DdSe 17 (Fig. 112) co1Tcspo11Cls to the 111ain village 
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of the qua,ba,duwa?a?tx, DeSf 4 (Fig. 113) al the clllra11ce to Niti11al 

l\!drro\vs is Lile wa.ya?aqa?tx n1tlin village. ;\ second 1najor arcliac:ological 

deposit, DeSf 5, in Lhc same area is likely part of the same village 

COllljlleX. 

No <-1rchaeologic0l sites \Vere recorded for three groups, the: 

caqqawisa?tx, Lhe qaqbaqisa?tx al!d the ca.wwi.yca?tx. The last two 

groups \VPrc both established in rnore recl~11t ti1nes and l!icir villages \Vere 

likely occupied for a 'limited time which would explain the absence of 

archaeological deposit. The lack of archaeological evidence' for the 

caqqawisa?tx village, however, re111ai11s a problem. 

Two groups, the caqqawisa?tx and tlw cux"k"a,da?a?tx, 1ilso had 

<-111 inside \Vintcr village 011 the 11ortll shore of the entrance: to Niti!ldl 

I.ilk<'. at wi.qpalu.ws and ta.ta.baqu.ws respectively. Thc,se winier villages 

are confirmed by the archaeological sits DeSf 9. 

i\ccordillg Lo the recorclcd historical traditiol!s the Dilidaht 

migrnled to the Nilinal Lake region from di:ti:da? (Facheenaht U7) at 

.Jorrlml Piv<T Tlwrc i\r(' ii nu111bu or possililc- cxpl<llllll io11s for this lllOVC: 

w;irfarc with tlH,ir neighbours, ovcrcrnwding and the Flood. Whctlwr the 

Diticlaht ware the first lo settle the region or whether the Da.o.wa?a?tx 

wccrc· alrc;1cly there is unclr><1r. According lo some traditions Whyac was the 

first scti-lc1nent. \Vhi!c in other traditions ;-1 nu1nhcr of tile villages \\'ere 

occupiPcl around the stt111e lin1e. 

There' arc few early ethnohistoric rcfl'r<'.l!ccs to this part of the 

co as l. In l 788 Eobcrl Duffin sailed along the shoreline of this part of 

the coast. Ile saw four villages, none of which he named. From his 





- 305 -

descriptiolls of the landforms one of the villages has liec11 idclltil'ied as 

Wliyac. ln 1789 and again in 1791 Cray traded offshore f'ro111 ll"' vill;1ge of 

"Nittenat" (Whyac). Two of his officers who kept jourtlals recorded Lite 

srnrs fro111 s111allpox among the people who Gllllt' to the ship lo trade. This 

is 1l1c first reference lo this disease among the Nuu-chah-nulth. There 

is. IHJ\vevcr, 110 account of tlic severity of ils i1npC1ct. 

There arc a nu111ber of war traditions which n,Jate events leading lo 

the a111;ilg<i1nali011 of soine groups to form the Ditid;dll. J\cconling Lo ;1 

no11 Llili<foht the two local groups living closest to Barkley Soutld, the 

·caqqawisa?tx am! the ta. di. wa?a?tx, were wiped out in warfare by the 

Uchucklesaht, \vho \Vere occupying at the tinu~ \Vhat is 110\v Ohiaht 

territory. This war is cstinrntecl to have occurred in the last lliilf of the 

eighteetlth century. The Diliclaht also were driven from the Nitinat Lake 

region by the Makah, who occupied this area for sornc lime. TIH' elate of 

the conflict was not determined but the survival or a m11nbrcr or Makal1 

p\;:-tc(' 11a1ncs in tile region suggests a not too clisrc-inL ti1nc in Llit'. pdst. 

'rile I)iLidaht regained their lands fro111 the fVfak<ih through \varf'arc. 

ln 1858 the Diliclahl were described as a single tribe that divided 

itself in the spring and surn111er into cncarnprnents, each having its own 

chief. The principal chief lived at Whyac. Brown. writing in .June 1864, 

noted four inhabited Diliclaht settlements southeast or the entrance to 

Nitinat I.ake: villages al \!Vhyac, \vilich \VdS fortified on tile: SPi-l\Vdrd sidl:, 

Clo-oose and Carmanah, and a camp at Echwates (Ditidaht H2). 

Jn 1890, sixteen reserves were allocated to the Ditidaht. lncluded 

among these were the four villages or cux"'kwa.da? (IR 2), wa, ya. ?aq 
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(IR 3), tu.?u.ws (IR 4), and qwa.ba.duwa? (IR G). The combined population 

of these villages in the 1882 census "as two illlndrecl ancl scvcnty·o11e. The 

village sites at caqqawis, s.di.wa? and wawa.x?adi?s clicl nol become 

reserves le.:lding to till: conclusion t\Jat th('y were no long('t' hci11g used. 

In Lite l8D3 reserve maps cuxwkwa.da? hacl 11i11c lwuses, wa.ya, ?aq l1acl 

fifteen houses which included one much larger than the otlwrs, u. ?u.ws 

had five. ca.xwi.yt had one and qwa.ba.duwa? had four. There were ten 

houses on the lkt uksasuck l\cscrvc (IR 7) on t lw north shore of Lile 

entrance Lo Nilinal Lake. 

The archaeological sites al cuxwkwa.da? (DeSf 2), the clde11sivc 

portio11 of wa.ya.?aq (DeSf 3} <rncl qwa.ba,duwa? (DdSe 17) still h;ive the 

standing remains ol' traditional style longhouses. A sketch of Why;ic 

village, drawn in 1864, (Fig. 1 H} shows the layout, or the longhouses at 

this village. i\ photograph taken around HMO provides roughly the s;l!11e 

view (Fig. 115). ]nstc,;HJ or the trnditiCJlla) style housc;s, however, are 

The supposition is Lhat the i11ter11al social slruclure or Lile village 

st<1ycd 1rn1ch tlH; same despite the change in housing style. 

Whyac and Clo-oose gai11ed i111portance in the e;1rly ch;cacles or the 

1900s with the increased presence or white settlers in the area or the 

Cheewaht and CIJllllllercial clcvcloprncnts i11 the <In'il or Niti11at l .ake. 

w w cux k a.da? and qwa. ba.duwa? \Vere abC1ndoned graduc1lly. In 1 %4 a new 

resNve <lS built for the Diticlaltt by the Department or l11Cli;rn 1\fl<1i1·s at 

Malachan JP 11 at the head or Ni1i11a1 Lake. Today this is the lllai11 

seLLiernent or the Ditidahl. 
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I)achcc-~naht 

Renfrew, arc the vestiges of an onrc populous tribe that had al least 

eleven villages alollg the shoreline from Sheringham Poillt lo Bonilla Point 

including I)ort San Juan and the SC-lll Juan r.ziver valley. CI'heir territory 

that is inclucled wilhin the boundaries of the West Coast Trail Unit is 

presented ill Fig. 116, 

There are no component groups list eel for the Paclwcllahl in I he 

ct hnographic texts. It is inferred fro1n a map in Haas' !lotcs tl1ilt l'ort 

San Juan \Vas divided het\veen t\vo groups, the qawqa.d'aatx and the 

t' luquxoct' aatx. Only the latter arc of concern in this study as part of 

their territory falls within the park unit boundaries. Two Sheshahl 

rcspo11dc!lts i11 1913-I 1! named ;motlwr group within what is now Paclwcllaht 

tcrrito1·y. The Qanayit'atH8
, who lived at Qala.yit (P;1clie1,naht Ull4), 

were a Ditidaht tribe of giants who were wiped out in '' rnid by the 

Sltcshaht, cstitllatecl lo be arou!ld 1800. These two groups arc listed in 

Table 7. 

Table 7. !11tcgratioll of Ethnographic and i\rchaeological Data on Village 
Sites within Paclwcnaht tcITitory of the West Coast Tntil lJ11il. 

Known 
Social Units 

t 'luquxoct 1 aatx 

Qanayi l atHB 

Etl1110grapl 1ic 
Village Locations 

(outside of park) 

Qata.yit (Pachccnaht #114) 

J\ re ha col og ica I 
Villi!gc Sites 

DdSe 8 
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The one archaeological site, DdSe 8 (Fig. 117), in Pachcenaht 

lraditiomd lerrilory that is classified ;is a structured selllcnwnl is 

plot led on Fig. I ](i ;inrl listed in 'Lililco 7. It corn:sponds 10 Qala.ylt, 

!he village of tlw Qala.yit.atll. The main villagce of tlw t'luquxoct'aatx 

is outside of the park unit bounclaries. 

There arc a nulllbcr of early historic references to the Pachcen<ihl. 

rrhe f>ort San Juan region, in particuldr, \Vas a centre of activity for 

vessels exploring the entrance to .Juan de Fuca Strait as il was the only 

harbour ,:tJoiig (111 ot!lcr\\'iSt: Ji!lC<-lr s!iorcJinc. r~o\)crl Duffin, irl .;t longboat 

frolll lhc .Felice, was the first to enter Juan de Fuca Strait iri July 1788. 

The longboat was attacked in Port San .Juan !Jy about 80 lllC\\ in lwo canoes. 

In 1789 the Columbia e\\tcrccl Poverty Cove (Port San .Jnan). A "descried 

hut" was secen on the northwest shore• (likely Pachecrnil1t 096) as wee!! as 

the srnokr· 1·ron1 Ilic vJ.llage <1! the IH'<Hl of Ll\C' bay. The Sp;rnish niiipped tlw 

area in 1790. Two villages were ploued on the map, one al the moutl1 of 

the Conlon J<ivcr. thd other at the moul h of the San .Joan Piver. The only 

other sclllernenl in the region was noted by the Spanish in 1791 when they 

traded with twenty .,.anoes f'rolll a large settlement at Bonilla Point which 

is hypolliesized lo ::>e Qala. yit (Pacheenahi. #114). 

Tlw next clescriplion of the P0cheenaht is not until 1858 when 

Banfield described them as a once numerous tribe who had been nearly 

annihilated by warfare and smallpox in 1850. ln l 8fitl Brmvn noted tlm:ro 

villages of the Pacheenahl. Only one, Karliet (Paclwenaht #114) which h<1d 

<JIHo house, is withln the p<1rk unit. 111 1889 Cullite was ;illot1ecl <1s a 

1'eserve ( 1R3). One house w<1s recorded on !he I 8~B rrn1p. 
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Summary and Conclusions 

Introduction 

The major objective of this project was lo write an integt a Led his Lory 

or I he native peoples who traclit.ion;illy oc:cupiccl I he <trc;is or Pacif'ic Fitll 

National Parle Three major sels of information were clef'inecl: 

ethnohistoric, ethnographic and archaeological. Primary source materials 

relating to the first two data sets were collcclecl, analyzed and 

suinn1c:1rized for this report. 'J'he archacologiccd dala sel was surnrnarizcd 

frotJ1 lhe report of the Pacific Rim !Ustorical Pesourccs Site Survey and 

Asscssn1ent I->roject.' 'I'he focus of the data su1n1narics \VCIS on inl'orn1ation 

that would identify places, settlements, people, activities am events 

within the' areas of the three park units. This information provided the 

basis for the integrated histories of Lile Sheshaht in the Broken Croup 

Islands unit, the Ucluelet end Clayoquot in the Long Beach unil and lhe 

Ohiaht, Ditidaht and Pacheenaht in the West Co;1st Trail unil. 

Sun1n1arv 

The Broken Croup Islands unit was the traditiom1l holllcl;rnd occupied 011 

(I y(~<:1r round b;:tsis for <:1n identified four loc;1! groups. co111prisi11g 

thirteen co111ponent groups. Six or the fifteen arclrneological sites 

classified as major structured settlements were confirmed as local or 
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component group villages. The remaining nine sites likely represent the 

villages of social units of whom no knowledge has survived. 

In the last decades of the eighteenth century a series of wars 

resulted in the T!omokL'ai'atHa the MakL'ai'atHa and the llatc:a'at!l8 

ceasing to exist as separate socio-political entities on the landscape. 

The survivors either scattered or joined the Ts'icya 1atH8
, the only 

local group that remained. The Ts'icya'at!l8 in turn were forced to 

abondon the Broken Group Islands for several decades in the early 

nineteenth century. They set up at the head of Alberni Canal during this 

period. 

In the 1840s the prolonged wars in Barkley Sound had come to an end 

arYl the Ts' icya' atH8 returned to the ccast. !~stead of operating from a 

year round village, however 1 a new seasonal round settlement and 

subsistence pattern was adopted: Hikwis, on the mainland shore of 

Vancouver Island, became the winter village of the amalgamated groups who 

now formed the Ts' icy a' a tHa. Omo ah became their summer village, and in 

the fall they moved to their fishing stations along the Alberni Canal and 

Sumass River, before returning to Hikwis. By the 1870s l!ikwis was 

abandoned in favour of the old village sites in the Broken Group Islands 

where families, likely remnants of the original local groups, set np 

rt~::oource co.mps for fishing and sea 1na1nrnal hunting in the spring. The 

of the cycle stayed the same. 

As whites began to alienate land, settlement became restricted to the 

three reserves allocated in the Broken Group Islands in 1882, Omoa h, Keith 

Island and Cleho. Omoah and Cleho wer4 major villages up until the late 
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1930s. Today the Sheshaht are centred year round at Tsahaheh lR 1 near 

Port Alberni and use the Broken Group Islands on an individual basis for 

p1-cJc;__iring seafoods. 

The Long Beach unit was the traditional year round ho1neland tor a 

mi :i 1 murr! of four independent local groups. Of the seven archaeologicG} 

sites classified as major sectlements within the unit, five corTespond to 

tr1e main village. 3 of local groups. There is no information recorded OH 

the people who occupied the other two sites. As a result of a series of 

wars in the late eighteenth century and the first decades of the 

nineteenth century these groups ceased to exist as separate entities. The 

territories of the Ristau' istath and the Hophitcath were incorporated by 

the Clayoquot around 1770. The K'inaxumAs'atHa joined the amalgamted 

Ucluelet centered in Ucluelet Inlet at the time of the Long War around 

1830-40. The 'ho'ol:'atHa either joined at this tiine or so1nctime later. 

D~1rir:·3 the last decades of the 1800s the: villages of l-lu'ul 2nd 

Quisitis were used in the spring by a few Ucluelet families, likely 

drscenda~ts of the original local group owners, as halibut fishing 

stations. How long this use continued into the twentieLh centu1·'/ is 

unknown. Both areas were allotted as reserves in 1890. 

A similar pattern is evident for the Clayoquot. Both His tau' is and 

Hophitc were used as summer fishing camps in the late eighteenth century. 

Only Histau'is, however, was allocated as a reserve in 1914. Today, 

Histau'is is one of the two Clayoquot settlements. 

The West Coast Trail unit encompasses the traditional territories of 

thirteen known independent local groups and part of the territory of tv10 
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others. '1'ilirlee11 archaeological sites have been classified dS 111ajor 

settle11wllts ill this unit. Ten of these sites correspond to the rnain 

villages or ten or the local groups. Three local groups had two 

1 illctgcs. The village of one local group was 11ot docu1ncntccl 

arrhacologically and two local groups th;it formed in recent Li111cs also 

lacked archaeological deposits. The main villages of the two groups with 

partial tc!Tilorics within the park unit were located outside or the park. 

As a result or natural disaster or warfare the two Ohiaht groups 

ceased to exist. The territories of the Tc!imataqso'atlla and the 

?anaq'L?a'atHa were absorbed by the Kii<'in'atHa after they were wiped 

out by the effects or an earthquake or warfare with Uw Uchucklesaht 

c·:-,ti111ctlt:d to hd\'l~ occurred i11 the ldtc eigl1tec11Lli ce11tury. 'l\\·o of' Llicir 

vill;1gcs. Luht 'a and K.ixa , were used by the amalgamted Obiaht as whaling 

call1ps ill the mid to late nineteenth century. Both wc1·e alloc;ited as 

1cscrves in 1882 and conti1n1ed lo lie used i11to Llie early dcc;ides or the 

twe11ticth century. 

The Caqqawisa?tx and a.di.wa?a?tx, two Ditidaht groups, were wiped 

out by the Uchucklesaht in the mid to late eighteenth century. No 

archaeological deposit was found for the Caqqawisatx village of Caqqawis 

ta.di.wa? was occupied up until the early l~JOOs but was 1rnl ;11iornrecl ;is ;1 

reservP. 

Four or the other Ditidahl groups maintained their Lrmlitional village 

sites. each with its own chief, into the twentieth century. The 

Cnx"'kwa.da?a?tx and fPa.ba.duwa?a?tx 111oved into Whyac and Clo-oose i11 

the early 1900s. The remaining grnups, the u. ?u.wsa?tx illHI the 

wa.ya?aqa?ti< were still living at their villages u11t ii the I DGOs. Tocl;iy 
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1 IH: Diticlaht an: u:11tercd at the hciHI of Nitinat Lake. The reserves of 

Whyac (IR 3) mid Iktuksasuk (lR 7) arc used 011 a seasonal !J;1sis by a f'ew 

families. 

Two local groups had territory in Pacheenaht territory. The 

Qanayit 'atHa who liv1:d at Qala yit were wiped out in a raid by tlw 

Ts' icya' atHa in the late eighteenth u:11tury. They were co11sidcrccl one 

of' th1; Diticlaht tribes. The village was used by the Pacheenaht ;is ;1 

halibut fishery camp by 1850 and likley earlier. It was made a reserve in 

1889. The rnain village of the t 'luquxoct 'aatx is located outside of the 

park. Tlw only structured arch;1cological site in Pacheenaht territory, 

DdSe 8, corresponds with the village at Qala.yit. 

Conclusion 

The information contained in the etlmohistoric and etlmogrnphic clat;1 

sets rnnges widely in content ancl qtICdity. The cthnohistoric 1ic1t;1 s1:t is 

;1 co111pil;1tion of' observ;1tions or llilli\'I' people and ('VClllS th;1l h;1s IH~C'll 

rccorclccl sillcc first contact in l 787. This data scl, lmwevc1·, do<:s not 

prnvide a conlinuous record through the historic period. ll is limited by 

when and wlwn~ the observations were recorded. There arc many years for 

which there arc no records and there arc many arc;1s for which there arc 110 

n'cordcd observations. The ctlmohistoric data sel is limited rurtl1cr by 

the observational and descriptive abilities of the recorder. What was Lill' 

impona11u: Lo them at the time (i.e. trading practices) not surprisingly 

may not be of prime interest lo anthropologists today (i.e. names or 

chids, villages, etc.). 
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The ethnographic data set is a compilation of historical traditions 

This information is gathered by the interviev; 

process, generally of knowledgeable community elders. Two major biases 

arc inherent: first 1 the information collected represents the research 

focus of the collector; second, the information represents only the views 

of the people interviewed. Interviews of other individuals and different 

lines of questioning undoubtedly would produce additional data. Often the 

information required for this project was not the focus of that collected 

hy past researchers. As a result information on people, settlements and 

territories occurred often as brief footnotes or tantalizing asides to the 

main texts, rather than in discussions of socio-political organization and 

settlement patterns. For example many of the references to local and 

component sJroups were found scattered through ethnographic notes on 

ranking or rights of particular individuals. 

The archaeological data set on the other hand is an inventory of 

physical modifications to the landscape resulting from native occupation 

and use. In the Pacific Rim National Park two hundred and eighty-nine 

nutive arci1ac0Jogical sites have been recorded. In one sense this 

represents an absolute data set. It is a physical reality, irrefutable 

evidence of use that needs explanation. The major limiting factor of this 

data set is time frame. Without control of time it is impossible to talk 

relationships between sites: were they occupied contemporaneously or is 

there a sequence to the occupations? These types of questions, however, 

can be answered by systematic excavation and chronometric dating. 

This history from the ethnograhic and ethnohistoric data sets reflects 

what was recorded. The gaps in information are many and frustrating. The 
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1n<lteri<'ll that does exist ho\Vt'VC!', provides vcduable Insight into the 

participants, events and lifestyle in the region of the Pacific Rim 

National Park over the past two hundred years. The archaeological data 

set represents the only data set that can document native history beyond 

the apprnxirnalely two centuries of the ethnohistoric and ethnographic 

1·ecorcl. The integrmion of Lite three tdtiinately provides the l!lost 

con1pl<'IP underst·;:1nding of native histor_y. 

Most of what is known about tlw nul!lber, composition ;11HI territories of 

loc;1I groups has been extracted from the ethnographic data sel. i\ rnini11111111 

of twenty-three independent local groups who had Lrnclitional territory 

within l'acil'ic ]{int National Park have been idt"1til'ied. Of till' 

l wenty three, lwe11Ly-one had main villages which are now wilhi11 one of the 

t hrec park units, 

From the same area thirty-Live inajor structurccl archeological sites 

have been identified. Of these thirty-five, lwenty-thrt:e WCI'<'. confi rmed 

fro1n tile ctil11ographic data scl as locdl or co111po11cnL group village sit('s. 

'!'he: rc:n1ai11ing L\vclve sites are si1nilar to the kno\Vll local group sites. 

The qt1cstio11 is whether thest: sites functionccl in the JlilSt as villages or 

local or co111pone11t groups of wlHHll Lltere is no reconl i11 the ethnohistoric 

or ethnographic dz1ta sets or whether they represent altc,rn;ite villages or 

known local groups or their cornponc11ts. 

Tocli1y, the twenty-three local groups arc survived by six "tribal 

grnu ps", the Shes ha ht, Lite Ucluelet, the Clayoquot, the Ohia ht, the 

Ditidaht i1t1d the Pacheenaht. This is a loss or nearly seventy l'ivt! 

percent or Lite independent socio-volicital units that operated on the 
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landscape in the areas encompassed by the Park. The dramatic decline was 

brought about by a number of different factors occurring at different 

times. Warfare was the major causal factor for wholesale changes to the 

socio-?olitical map. Twelve amalgamations or extinctions were brought 

about by intergroup wars documented for the late eighteenth century and 

fi1:st four decades of the nineteenth century. Of the twelve known local 

qroups, four were wiped out by warfare and eight were forced to amalgamate 

ci t~1c1· \·;i tit the viclors or with other extant local groups because of 

severe decline in numbers. The future of a group in the amalgamation 

depended on how amalqamation occurred. Conquest generally resulted in 

total absorption and loss of group identity. Amalgamation of survi vars in 

groups where they had kin ties often resulted in their becoming a ranked 

component group. The m<ijority (nine of twelve) of these events took place 

Lc'cuce 1800. The major catalyst for the conflicts appears to have been 

the presence of the first Euro-American traders and the attempts of groups 

to control the immense wealth and therefore prestige and power which they 

represented. 

Natural disaster accounted for the extinction of two of the 

twenty-three local groups. Of the remaining nine, a general decline in 

population and changing economic patterns of the twentieth century forced 

fi-;e to amalgamate. 

Of the remaining four, two formed the basis of one of the modern 

amalgamations. What happened to the last two is unknown. It is likely 

that their numbers declined es a result of disease to the point where they 

c02sed to exist as distinct political entities, the survivors joining one 

of tbe extant groups. 
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The ethnographic and ethnohistoric records also dorn1ne11t two hundred 

)'<'Cll'S of' pro/'ou11d and dr;1111atic cht111gc in SC'tt!C'tl1P!lt ;-\!HI St1hsistcncc 

pdl terns. The traditional pallern was for local groups lo live yc<ir round 

<1t a village from which they exploited the range of resources within their 

territories. The local groups who lived along the outer coast of the 

Broken Croup Islands, Long Beach and West Coast Trail units were re110wn as 

wh<dcrs and sea nJC1111rnal hunters. Uuri11g llie socio-political re align111e11ts 

of the late eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth centuries local 

group territories expanded either by conquest or by arnalga111ation. These 

expanded territories were exploited generally by adopting a seasonal round 

p<1l ter11 of settlcrncnt and subsistence. There were a 11u1nber of" vari;itions 

ill this patl<""ll depending on the n<iture or the territorial gc1ins. For 

groups that <1nncxcd ter-ritory adjacent to their holdi11gs shifts would 

occur only if the new territories offered !Jett.er features, such as beach 

access, a lookout place or resource availability, tharl lhe regular 

vi 11 age. 'I'hc sc;:1sor1c.il round pattern bccarnc 1nosl pronounced \Vl1en "outside* 

local groups acquired salmon rivers on the "inside", crnd 111ovcd from their 

outside \·i!L1ges in the late su11uncr to set up camps dl the sr-ll1no11 l'is\Ji11g 

sldtio11s. 

The timing and specifics of this new pattern varied fro1n group to 

group. For sonic groups the pattern developed in the late 1700s, for 

ot hcrs not until the 111id- I 800s. The rw1<11·c of the pattern ;ilso varied 

from loc;il group to local group. Till'. shirt for sorne was fro111 a Wi11tcr 

vitla.ge to a sunnner village. for others it \Vas fro1n a \Vinter village to a 

summer village to fall saln1on stations. 
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Numerous other variations developed ill the last half of the 11i11eteentl1 

ct'lllllry ;is people participated in new economic opportunities provided by 

i11crP<1secl white senlenwnt. Dogfish oil a11cl dried halibut and s;illllon 

production ancl offshore pelagic sealing were the f'i1·st ctctivilics. 

Nu111crous abandoned villages vvere re-occupied ;JS carnps to procui-c and 

produce these products. Many of the reserves allocated in the late; 

ni1wteentl1 century reflect the participation in this cash cconorny. /\s the 

cle1naml for these products clirninished so did the use of the reserves. New 

c1nployn1cnt opportunities for \Vagcs \VPrC of'f'ered <l\Vcty frolll tile COdSl ill 

canneries and hop fields. When commerical developments opened on the west 

coast. new 'cornpany towns' were built to which native people fro111 

different areas of the coast moved to work during the season or operation. 

Tod;1y the modern comn111nities of the Shes ha ht, Ucluelet, Clayoquot, 

Ohiaht, Ditidaht dlld Pacheenaht drc situ;1tcd in or iH:dr \\'liitc co11Hn11ni1ics 

where en1ployrncnt is offered in the forest and fisl1ing i11dustries. 

Recommendations 

Tl1c 11ativc history is a vilal pi!rt of the story or l'ilcil'ic l\i111 

N<1Lio11al Fa1·\c The landsrnpc has been 11wclil'ierl a11d utili1.ed by native 

peoples f'or thousands of years. The two hundred and eighty-nine ndlive 

archaeological sites are the physical record of this history rerlecting " 

range of activities from village life. to whaling, Lo stripping or the 

bark of cedar trees. To visit the Park is not only Cl "wilderness 

(' x p (' !' j (' 11 c (' it is ;liso an cxperil'llCC ill tile jlilSI 1·cl;llio11sJiips or people 

lo that environ1nent. 
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Seven recornrnendalions arc put foward tilal \vould 111akc the n<Jtivc 

history better knO\Vrl and till illlcgrai parl of the r>ark activities. 

I. Develop interpretive programmes on native history f'or the 

Wicanninish Centre, the Interpretation Centre and L11e Green Point 

Theatre in the Long Beach unit. 

2. f)roducC b1·oc!Jures th<-lt Sllllllll<:-lrize tlJC native history for e<1c\) of' 

the park units. 

:-L J:.>rocluce brochures that surnn1arizc aspects of native culture that 

drc co111n1on to Lile three park units such as \Vl1aling, use of cedar, 

traditional house styles, etc. 

4. J\dopt more native terms for physical features 011 the landscape 

and the sea. Known terms arc con1pilcd in the geographies which 

arc included as J\ppcndices to this report. 

:J. J-·:111ploy nt1tivc people in lhc l_)ark as ra11gc1·s and illt(~rpreters. 

G. Develop signage for the park units pointing out areas of native 

historical significance. 

7. Develop programmes with the six bands who have reserves within 

the park. These bands could organize native food nights, 

Nuu-chah-nulth singi11g and dancing and traditional story rclli11g 

for example. 
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