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THE ACADIAN S AT GRAND PRE 

From the time the first settlers came to the Grand Pré region from 

Port Royal in the early 1680's the area grew until by 1701 it had become 

the largest centre of Acadian population in what after 1713 was 

Nova Scotia. Grand Pré itself was the heart of a wider area known as 

Minas or "Les Mines", an area which included settlement on the modem 

Rivers Pereau, Habitant, Canard and Cornwallis and at times the 

Avon River. In sorting through the records of the Acadians' years in 

present-day Nova Scotia, one so frequently finds the term Minas used 

instead of the names of the individual settlements that it is virtually 

impossible to isolate them. Therefore this study looks at Acadian history 

in the Minas area, a history which is commemorated today at Grand Pré 

National Historic Park, from its beginnings in the lôSO's ur.til the 

expulsion of 1755. 



FVRT I 

FRENCH PERIOD 

Although several attempts had been made during the seventeenth 

century to bring settlement to Acadia (or Nova Scotia as the British 

called it), there were still only about 430 settlers in the aa-ea when it 

was returned to France by England in 1670.,, QÎ these, 360 were at 

Port Royal farming the dyked lane along the river, and the rest were 

scattered throughout the Peninsu; a. It appears, however, that no white 

men had yet established settlement in the Minas Basis. 

The name Minas is derived from the French Les Mines. At the 

Gap des Mines, Gape Blomidon today, copper was found by Europeans such as 

2 
De Monts and Poutrincourt as early as 1604 , and the Indians probably knew 

o 
of its existence before that. Governor Parrot wrote of Les Mines in 

1686 

"Elle prend son nom d'une mine de cuivre que 
l 'on estime qui y est dont on a trouvé de 
gros morceaux de for t beau et de bien pur...*"* 

In 1699 J'ose pli Robineau de Villebon, Commandant in Acadia, sent some 

s e t t l e r s to obtain a sample of the copper in order to have i t examined. 

1. Public Archives of Canada (hereafter cited as PAC), MG 1, G 22, 
vol . 466, part 1, p. 2 ff, Census of Acadia, 1671. This census 

has been reprinted in PAC Report. 1905, part I I , Appendix A, p. 1-6. 
2o Lescarbot, Marc, History of Hew France, vol . II , Toronto: 

Champlain Society, 1911, p. 233-234. 
3. Herbin, John Frederick, The History of Grand Pré, p . 21 . 
4. PAC, MG 1, CllD, 2-1, p. 45. 
5. Webster, J.C., Acadia at the End of the Seventeenth Century. 

p. 126, Villebon to Pontchartrain, 27 October, 1699. 
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Although some use of the copper was made for a r t i c l e s such as spoons 

and c a n d l e s t i c k s b , the mines were not e x t e n s i v e . The Min i s te r of the 

Marine wrote in 1702 t h a t "on m ' e s c r i t q u ' i l n ' y a pas l i e u d ' e s p e r e r 

7 

q u ' e l l e s o i t f o r t abondante ." 

The f i r s t s e t t l e r s of whom we have a record were P i e r r e Melanson 

about 1680 and P i e r r e T e r r i o t about 1682 . ô Others followed and by the 

t u r n of the century Minas r i v a l l e d Port Royal as a cen t re f o r popula t ion . 

Theore t i ca l ly Acadia had been d iv ided i n t o s e i g n e u r i e s , but in the area 

of present -day Nova Scot ia the r i g h t s t o and e x t e n t s of the g r a n t s had 

long been the subjec t of d i s p u t e . At the time of the f i r s t se t t lement in 

the 1680 ' s , the Minas Basin was claimed by Alexandre Le Borgne de B e l l e - I s l e 

by v i r t u e of g r a n t s made to h is f a t h e r i n 1657 and 1667. Cn May 13 , 1686 

the Intendant Jacques de Meulles of Quebec confirmed Le Borgne de B e l l e - I s l e 

in h i s grant in the Minas Basin, and the Census of 1689 of l a n d s , 

b u i l d i n g s , people and animals in Le Borgne 's lands in Acadia inc ludes Minas. 

But the grant was cons tan t ly chal lenged, and between 1699 and 1703 a long 

review was made of a l l s e i g n e u r i a l t i t l e s in Acadia. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

culminated in the royal statement of 1703 whereby the two se igneur i e s in the 

Cape Sable region and those of Port Royal and Minas were decided in favour 
12 

of the La Tour family which had been con te s t ing them for y e a r s . We have 

6. Macmechan, A.M., ( ed . ) Nova Scot ia Archives, ( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d NS Arch), 
I I , p . 25 , Caul fe i ld to Board of Trade, November 15 , 1715. 

7. PAC, MG 1, B, 23-2 , p . 350, Min is te r t o Bégon, 15 February, 1702. 
8. Herbin, op, c i t . , p . 27 , Bernard, Antoine, Le Drame Acadien depuis l604 , 

p . 139; Arsenaul t , Bona, H i s t o i r e e t Généalogie des Acadiens. v o l . 1, p . 73. 
9 . See Dic t ionary of Canadian Biography. I , Toronto, 1966, Emmanuel Le Borgne, 

P, 433-435, and Alexandre l e Borgne de B e l l e - I s l e , p . 435-436, and PAC, MG 2, 
A -̂, l i a s s e 39, "Arret du Conseil d ' E t a t du Roy Concernant l e s concessions 
f a i t e s des t e r r e s de l a Province do l 'Acadie dans l a Nouvelle France", p . 8. 

10. I b i d . . p . ' 8 . 
1 1 . PAC, MO 1, G 22, 466-1 , p . 58. 
12. PAC, MG 2 , A1, l i a s s e 29, p . 22. 
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one reference to Le Borgne de Bel le-Is le making grants , (Governor Perrot 

wrote in 1686 that he drank too much and when drunk often granted the same 

piece of land to several s e t t l e r s • ' ) , but h is a c t i v i t i e s , if there were 

any in . the Minas Basin, were minimal. There i s no record of his taking any 
f 

interest in the progress of the area, and the settlers do not appear to 

have paid any dues. Des Goutins, Chief Commissary and Magistrate, wrote 

home in 1702 that the prosperity of Les Mines resulted more from the efforts 
14 

of men like Pierre Terriot than from anything Le Borgne had done. 

The appeal in the Minas area for settlers lay largely in the fertile 

farmland which could be obtained by dyking the marshlands along the shore. 

This method of farming, which had developed along the river at Port Royal, 

was characteristic of the Acadians throughout their period of residence in 

Nova Scotia. The water was held back from the marshlands by log dykess 

"five or six rows of large logs are driven whole Junto 
the ground at the points where the Tide enters the 
Marsh, k between each row, other logs are laid, one on 
top of the other, k all the spaces between them ai*e so 
carefully filled with well-pounded clay, that the water 
can no longer get through. In the centre of this 
construction, a Sluice is contrived in such a manner 
that the water on the Marshes flows out of its own 
accord, while that of the Sea is prevented from coming 
in. An undertaking of this nature, which can only be 
carried on at certain Seasons when the Tides do not 
rise so high, costs a great deal, 4 takes many days, 
but the abundant crop that is harvested in the second 
year, after the soil has been washed by Rain water 
compensates, for all the expense."15 

The settlers tended to concentrate on farming these dyked lowlands, often 

to the exclusion of the uplands. When Charles Morris surveyed the province 

years later, in 1747, he wrote that the settlers, although they used some 

upland ground for roots and garden products, had improved "only the salt 

13. Collection de Manuscrits Relatifs à lthlstoire de la Nouvelle-France. 
vol. 1, p. 365. 

14. PAC, 141 1, CUD, 4-2, p. 329. 
15. Webster, J.C. (ed) The Sieur de Dièrevi l le , Relation of the Voyage to 

Port Roya] -jn ftfiaflflA or New France, p . 95. 



marshes lying on the Rivers and which are in so great an abundance as to 

supply them with Food for themselves."-1- These dyked lands were still 

producing ample crops: 

"They are naturally of a fertile Soil and produce 
(coramunibus annis) about twenty Bushells of Wheat 
from an Acre English Measure and they are of so 
strong and Lasting a Nature that their Crops are 
not Diminished in ten or twenty years Constant 
Tillage. Their Tillage is performed with much 
ease being intirely free from stones, that two 
Yoke of Cattle is sufficient to Plow up their 
stubble which is usually done in the Fall of the 
Year, it is Plowed up in Ridges about five feet 
wide for the sake of Draining of the Water into 
Trenches which are cutt in the Meddow and inclose 
about four or five Acres. These Trenches drain of 
the Water into Channells which were formerly Creeks 
in the Meddow, and thus in the Ebb of the Tide all 
the fresh Water is drained into the Sea which 
without these Trenches and their manner of Plowing 
would rest upon the Land and render it unfitt for 
Tillage. The Land thus PlowM up Lays open to the 
Winter Frosts and by that means the Gleb is so 
dissolved and mouldred that in the Spring in the 
beginning of April they have no further trouble but 
to sow their seed and Harrow it in and from thence 
good Crops are produced from year to year, That 
part of the Marsh which is eoaposM to the Inundation 
of the Tides produces their Hay which they support 
their Cattle in the Winter Season.nl7 

With the natural increase in population it was eventually necessary for 

the settlers at Port Royal to find new areas if they were to continue in 

their old ways of farming. This search for new lands was the principal factor 

in pushing settlement up to the Minas Basin, Gobequid and Chignecto. The 

Sieur Saccardy reported in 1690 that the habitants at Port Royal had farmed 

16. Morris, Charles (probably), A Brief Survey of Nova Scotia. PAC, MG 21, 
F 10, p. 82, 

17. Ibid.. p. 82. 
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the lowlands for so long that they knew no other way, "ce qui oblige 

leurs enfans à qui t te r l a colonie, l a maison paternelle et leurs pays 

e t a l l e r chercher a 30 e t 40 l ieues loing comme i l s font, d*autres 

etablissemens e t des t e r r e s basses, s i figurant impossible de t r a v a i l l e r 

18 aux hautes dans leur voisinage." 

Although there does not appear to be any documentary proof of the 

fac t , i t i s generally believed tha t the f i r s t s e t t l e r in the Minas Basin 

was one Pierre Melanson who apparently sold h is land at Port Royal about 

19 1J80 and moved up the coast. This was the Pierre Melanson who in 1671 had 

refused to answer the questions of Father Laurent Moulin who had been 
20 

given the task of taking a census , and in the 1690*8 t h i s same Pierre Melanson 

was named captain of the mi l i t i a by Governor Villebon and through him 

inst ruct ions from the government were conveyed to the habi tants . About 1682 

a Pierre Terriot from Port Royal set himself up on the St . Antoine or 

21 Cornwallis Fiver. 

More s e t t l e r s followed. An unsigned mémoire of 1684 says that "Au 

haut de l a r iv i è re du Port Royal e t à environ 14 a 15 l ieues i l y a un 

vilage qui s*e3t formé depuis peu nom Les Mines ou i l y a 100 a 120 personnes, 

le défrichement y es t considerable."2 2 This figure i s , however, probably 

too high; the census of 1686 ordered by M. Jacques de Meulles, Intendant of 

Quebec, l i s t s only 10 families t o t a l l i n g 57 people in the Minas area. At that 

time there were 83 acres t i l l e d , 90 horned ca t t l e and 67 pigs. Gargas, 

18. PAC, MG 1, C^D, vo l . 2 -1 , p. 311. 
19* Gee above, note 8. 
20. PAC, MG 1, G 22, vol . 466, p t . 1, p. 12. 
21 . Arsenault, op, c i t . . p . 74. 
22. PAC, MG 1, CllD, vol . 1-2, p. 398. 
23. PAC, MG 1, G 22, vol . 466, p t . 1, p . 44-5-6. 
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principal clerk in Acadian in 1687-38, counted 163 people, including 50 

Indians, at Minas. A Census of 1689 showed 164 settlers, 144 horned 

25 cattle, 60 cows, and 46 pigs. 

By the time of the 1701 Census the population of the Minas area was 

506 while at Port Royal there were only 456 and at Beaubassin 188. The 

1701 Census, the first one to do so, breaks down the Minas area into its 

constituent parts: 

Riviere Ste Croix (probably same aa today) 
(see DeMeulles» map of 1686) 71 

Riviere de l'Ascension (probably Lebreau Creek) 103 
Riviere de Piziquid 30 
Dans la baye de Cobequit (up near Truro) 3 
Riviere St. Antoine (probably also called the 

Habitant (Morris* map, 1749), now the 
Cornwallis) 75 

Riviere des Gasparots 36 
Dan3 la grande Prée (probably along the edge of the 

marshland between about Horton Landing and 
Wolfville) 124 

Canards 36 
Riviere des Vieux habitans (probably present-day 

Habitant Creek) " 28 

50627 

26 
A 1703 census listed 431 people at Les Mines and 8? now at Cobequit. 

The Census of 1707 counted 588 people at Minas. ̂  It siould be emphasized 

that those Census figures must be used only as a general guide in tracing 

settlement patterns and population growth; figures given under different 

place names at different times may include different areas, and the reliability 

of the source of the information, often the priest, is sometimes questionable. 

24. Morse, W.I. (ed) Acadiensia Nova, p. 144-149. 
25. PAC, MG 1, G 22, vol. 466, pt. 1, p. 58. 
26. Ibid., p. 169. 
27. MA'* P» 200 ft. 
28. Ibid., p. 210-213. 
29. Ibid., p. 216-221. 
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With the growth in population can» the need for a church. When 

Monseigneur de Saint-Vallier of Quebec toured Acadia in 1686 he vieited 

Lea Nines where he found "de jeunes gens bien fa i te et laborieux" without 

30 spiritual guidance. He spent a day hearing confession, giving communion, 

e t c . , and promised to build a church on a piece of ground one of the 

habitants would donate. When he was leaving they asked him to send a priest 

and about 1687 there arrived there the Sulpician Louis Geoffroy who had 

accompanied him on his tour. The parish at Minas was called Saint-Charles 

des Mines, but when exactly the church was built we do not know. The Census 

of 1689 records the presence of a priest but no church. 

The importance of Miras as a potential source of food supplies was 

recognised early. A 1686 memorial recommending Port Royal as capital suggests 

a3 one reason i t s proximity to the Minas Basin which could provide i t with 

31 a largo part of i t s needs. Governor Villebon in the 1690*s sent boats for 
32 

supplias on several occasions and in his reports he referred to the f i l ibuster 

ierre Baptiste»s v i s i t s there for provisions. In a memoir of 1699 he said 

that there was l i t t l e fishing at Minas but that "to compensate for th i s , their 

lands are very advantageous for crops, such as wheat, rye, peas, oats and 

a l l sorts of vegetables^ which are found there in abundance."^* On occasion 

the habitants were able to produce enough grain for trade as well . We have, 

for example, the statement of an agent of the Compagnie de la pesche Sédentaire 

de l*Acadie that in the 1690* s the New Englanders brought to Minas, Beaubassin 

30. Têtu, Mgr. Henri et Gagnon, L*Abbé (eds) Mandements dee, ffredttai de Quebec. 
Quebec, 1887, A.D., reprinted from Saint-Vallier, getat Present de l»egliee 
Si fr l e CvlSfoe Françoise dans j | youyoUl UMêÊÙ * 

31. PAC, MG 1, CUD, vol . 2-1, p. 119. 
32. Webster, J.C., Acadia, gj jfaf efrfl of t fr ftTtBvttBwH ftemfclg» P- ^ » *6» 

55, 104, 109, 129, 148. 
33. I b i i . , p. 45, 56, 75, 101. 
34. '"bid., p. 132, translated from PAC, MG 1, C^-D, vol. 3-2, p. 437-8. 
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and Port Royal trade goods, brandy, sugar cane from Barbados, molasses 

35 

and utensils which they exchanged for furs and grain. Food was not the 

only commodity produced; the women were always busy making clothes from 

the hemp they had grown and from the wool shorn from their sheep. Also 

at Minas were a saw-mill, a windmill and seven or eight water mills along 
37 the various rivers. 

The settlers at Minas seem to have been relatively free from official 

direction. Pierre Melanson dit La Verdure was captain of the militia and 

through him were sent messages to the inhabitants. The extent of the 

activities of the militia is not known. The engineer Delabat wrote from 

Port Royal in 1703 that at Minas there were four companies of militia totalling 

about 126 men, but we have no record of what they did. It does appear, 

however, that relations between Minas and the capital were not close. Villebon 

throughout the 1690*8 mentions Minas almost exclusively as a source of 

supplies, and in one of the few references not connected with provisions, he 

said that he had "dispatched a boat to Minas and Port Royal to find out in 

detail the truth of all that had passed between the English and the settlers..."™ 

This is not fully explained. In June 1694 he sent letters "to the leading 

settlers whom he could trust" telling them to supply Baptiste with 

provisions but to create the impression that it was being done under force so 
40 

that the English would not take it out on the inhabitants if they found out. 

35. Ibid., p. 155. 
36. Ibid., p. 132. 
37. Ibid., p. 132-133. 
38. Morse, op. cit.. vol. II, p. 2. 
39. Webster, Acadia at the End of the Seventeenth Century, p. 42. 
40. Ibid., p. 56. ' 
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Villebon's instructions too indicate a distrust of the area on the 

part of the home government; he was ordered to notify the habitants of 

his arrival "particulièrement ceulx des Mines auxquels i l pourra envoyer 

un off icier pour l e s commander en cas qu' i l s soyent en estât et en 

41 disposition de faire quelque entreprise."^ Villebon's successor, 

Brouillan, described the Minas settlement in 1701 as a prosperous one but 

one which could bear watching: 

"Touttes l e s familles qui habitent ce l ieu là sont 
fort à leur aize, ayant une nombre de bestiaux assez 
considerables, i l n'y a mesme point d'année qu'on 
n'en misse t irer plus de sept ou huit barriques de 
bled outre la fourniture des habitans, qui sont sy 
pen accoutumés a la Domination qu'i l n'a paru qu'i ls 
vivaient en vrays républicains, ne reconnaissant ny 
autorité Royalle ny just ice. 

I l es t vray que j 'ay trouvé l e moyen de l e s mettre 
à la raison en chastiant l e s mutins par quelques 
légères peines, Monsieur de Bonnaventure qui vient 
d'y faire un voyage, y a fa i t exécutter des 
sentences que le Sieur Desgoutin avoit donné et dont 
on ne fa i so i t point de cas, i l a aussy réglé quelques 
différends que je n'avois pu y terminer lors que j ' y 
passay.«2 

J'avois proposé à ces demy républicains de faire un 
chemin qui a dix l ieues entravers l e s bois pour venir 
au Port Royal, i l s se sont engagés d'executter ce 
projet d'abord que la récolte sera finie."^3 

Throughout the French period the Minas area was relatively free from 

attacks from New England. It escaped the attacks suffered by Beaubassin 

or Pert Royal in 1690, 1696 and 1707, but i t was, however, victim of a 

desti uctive attack under Colonel Benjamin Church in 1704. The exact dates 

of th i s episode vary with the different accounts**, but i t appears that 

41. Collection de Manuscrits Relatifs à l 'h is to ire de la Nouvelle-France. 
vol. I I I , p. 47. 

42. Apparently the habitants had been ordered to build a fort to protect 
themselves but had refused to do so; PAC, MG 1, CllD, vol. 5, p. 139, 
15 July, 1704. 

43. PAC, MG 1, CllD, vol. 4-1, p. 97-98. 
44. PAC, MG 1, CUD, vol. 5, p. 5-8; Collection de Manuscrits Relatifs à l'histoire 

de la Nouvelle-France, vol. II, p. 417-418; PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, #24, fol. 2 
and Church, Thomas, Indian War of 1675 and 1676. p. 270 ff. 
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in the spring of 1704 Colonel Church set out from Boston with three men of 

war, fourteen small transports and thirty-six whaleboats. The purpose of 

the expedition was retaliation for attacks made by the French and Indians 

45 
on New England families. Churches instructions were to "use all possible 

methods for the burning and destroying of the enemies houses, and breaking 

the dams of their corn grounds... and make what other spoils you can upon 

them, and bring away the prisoners. The expedition proceeded up the 

coastline attacking at various points. At Passamaquoddy the fleet separated, 

the men of war going to Port Royal and the transports, with the whaleboats 

on board, to Minas under Church. 

When the ships reached the Minas Basin they anchored behind a woody 

island near the town. (This was probably what is now known as Boot Island 

or Oak Island), The whaleboats were then unloaded and the troops proceeded 

towards the town. Church sent a messenger to the inhabitants to surrender*' 

and, according to French accounts, to give up their women and children as 

hostages. The habitants refused, and a large proportion of them took to 

the woods. That night the New Englanders were fired upon by the French, 22 or 

49 
23 of whom had assembled at one house to try to ward off the attackers. 

Early the next morning Church landed all his men and there was considerable 

fire exchanged between the inhabitants in the woods and the troops. Church 

tells us that the men found in the houses great quantities of brandy and 

45. Church, T, oo. cit.. p. 254, 272. 
46. Ibid., p. 255. 
47. Ibid., p. 272-3. 
48. Collection de Manuscrits. II, p. 421, and PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, #24, 

July 7, 1704. 
49. Collection de Manuscrits. II, p. 421. 
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claret which they consumed. This resulted in a certain disorderliness 

among the soldiers, during which a number of pigs and fowl were killed. 

Later in the day, Church ordered some of his men to pull down some of 

the houses and others to get logs to build a "fortification" for the army 

that night. And, just before night, he ordered the town to be burned. Thus 

was destroyed "la grande prée ou était le plus fort des habitations"* as 

51 
wall as some buildings along the Gaspereaux River. 

The next morning Church ordered his men to destroy the dykes and allow 

52 
the water to flood the crops. At, this time about thirty horned cattle 

were apparently killed.-^ The New Englanders then took their plunder and 

returned to their ships, creating ,he impression that they intended to 

leave for good. This was, however, a ruse, and that night they landed men at 

the Rivière aux Canards and the Rivire des Habitants, where they burned all 

the buildings except one, killed cattle, destroyed the gardens and took about 

thirty people prisoner. The expedition then proceeded farther into the 

Minas Basin, probably to the Piziquid area, where they did more damage before 

54 moving on to Beaubassin. 

The Minas Basin seems to have borne the brunt of this attack; Port Royal 

was threatened but not attacked and although the expedition visited 

Beauba8sin, the destruction there was on a much smaller scale." 

50. Collection de Manuscrits. II, p. 41B. 
51. PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, #24, entry for 8 July, 1704. 
52. Church, op. cit.. p. 275. 
53. Collection de Manuscrits II, p. 421. 
54. Church, op. cit.. p. 279 and PAC, MG 1, Carton #1, 24, entry for 

25 July, 1704. 
55. Collection de Manuscrits, vol. II, p. 424. 
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FAUT II 

THE BRITISH ASSUME CONTROL OF NOVA SCOTIA 

In October 1710 a force of about 3400 British and New England troops 

under Nicholson and Vetch attacked Port Royal where the French 

Governor Suberease had only about 300 men to support him. After several 

days of gallant resistance Suberease was forced to surrender, and on the 

16th the British occupied the fort at Port Royal, which they now called 

Annapolis Royal. 

The Minas area was not included in the terms of the capitulation but 

with no French garrison in the peninsula the British were de facto masters 

of much more than the area within a three-mile radius of Annapolis Royal 

stipulated in the articles of capitulation. Soon after the French surrender 

the inhabitants of Minas sent deputies to Annapolis to find out what their 

status would be with the new government. Captain Paul Mascarene, a Huguenot 

who had come to England via Switzerland and who could speak French, was 

sent to Minas in November to tell the inhabitants that "by the fate of War 

they [had] become prisoners at discretion and that both their persons and 

Effects [were] absolutely at the Disposal of the Conquerors." On 

November 12th Mascarene arrived at Minas and ordered the inhabitants to 

2 

assemble for a meeting with him. On the 13th he landed and addressed them. 

Their situation, he said, was three times better than that of "those under 

the Capitulation f_i.e. those at Port Royal] who £had] lost most of what 

they had." In return for Vetch»s having prevented the army from plundering 

1. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3- p. 52. 
2. Ibid, p. 56. 



- 14 -

Minas they were asked to supply 6000 livres in either money or peltry along 

3 
with a monthly contribution of 20 pistoles. On the loth Mascarene 

authorized several deputies, Pierre Melanson, Alexander Bourg, 

Antoine LeBlanc, and Jean and Pierre Landry, "to be receivers of the 

Contributions .... and granted to them the power of making the Inhabitants 

of Manis contribute proportionably According to Each*s Capacity ...." 

This practice of sending deputies from the outlying areas to the seat of 

governemant first at Annapolis and after 1749 at Halifax was thus one which 

was started Almost as soon as the British took over the province. 

Until the Treaty of Utrecht Minas was not officially in British 

territory, and the period was one of almost undeclared warfare between the 

habitants and the British at Annapolis. All was not well for Vetch at 

the fort there - by June 1711 he had lost 116 out of his 450 men through 

sickness and death. And during that month he reported more losses. On 

June 15 he asked for more troops from New England because since "the last 

Disaster of a party of about Seventy of the best of our men kill*d and 

taken", the garrison did not consist "of above two hundred Effective men 

6 
officers included". And on the 18th he wrote of another Indian attack in 

7 
which 19 were killed and 10 wounded and several were taken. The Indians 

involved in these attacks were apparently aided by some of the French 

3. Ibid., p. 56. 
4- JMâ-* P* 56. 
5. Brebner, J.B., New England*s Outpost, p. 56, and PAC, MG 11, 

Nova Scotia A, vol. 3, p. 188, Vetch to Secretary of State, 
14 June, 1711. 

6. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3, p. 198, Minutes of Council, 15 June, 
1711. 

7. Ibid., p. 203, Vetch to Secretary of State Dartmouth, 18 June, 1711. 
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habitants, although the British at Annapolis placed the bulk of the 

blame for inciting the Indians on act ion by the French priests in the 

8 
peninsula. 

"he Treaty of Utrecht of 1713 gave to England "all Nova Scotia or 

Acadia, with its ancient boundaries, as also the city of Port Royal, now 

called Annapolis Royal, and all other things in those parts, which depend 

on the said lands and islands." The Acadians were free "to remove 

themselves within a year to any other place, as they shall think fit, 

together with all their moveable effects"; those who chose to remain in 

Nova Scotia were "to be subject to the Kingdom of Great Britain" and "to 

enjoy the free exercise of their religion, according to the usage of the 

9 
church of come, as far as the laws of Great Britain do allow the same." 

In the first half-decade after the Treaty of Utrecht all the 

problems which would for some forty-odd years plague both the Acadian 

settlers and the British trying to govern them were clearly revealed. The 

dates of the "year" during which the Acadians were to be permitted to 

leave the province were not specified, and although the Acadians insisted 

that they wanted to depart, they lost their enthusiasm after inspecting the 

lands of Cape Breton and Isle St. Jes n. The British determination that the 

Acadians who stayed should swear an oath of allegiance to the British Crown 

was the most persistent point of contention. And during the years 

immediately following the Treaty we see the beginning of complaints that 

French priests were stirring up the .Acadians and that the Acadians were 

trading with the French at Cape Bretcn to the disadvantage of the British at 

Port Royal. 

8. PAC, MG 11, Nova Scotia A, vol. 3, p. 188, Vetch to Secretary of State, 
14 June, 1711. 

9. Brebner, op. cit.. p. 64, The parts of the treaty relating to Nova Scotia 
have been printed in Akins, T.B. (ed) Selections from the Public Documents of 
Nova Scotia (hereafter cited as PONS), p. 14-15, and in The Memorials of the 
i-ngligh. and French Commissaries çoncerning the Limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia. 


