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This report is dedicated to everyone who had 

anything to do with the introduction of the 

measured drawings program as a means of 

recording early structures in our National 

Historic Parks and Sites. As the history 

of the powder magazine at Fort Anne shows, 

we could have used you decades ago. In 

another hundred years the people who repair 

the building and re-write its history will 

appreciate the drawings done in 1968 to the 

same degree that the writer has cursed 

their absence before that time. 
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PREFACE 

When it appeared in 1968 that the powder magazine at Fort Anne 

National Historic Park would soon need repairs, archaeological 

excavation was carried out to determine the nature of the 

buried areaway around the building. The investigations of 

1968-9 by W. Dendy, J. Rick and D. Herst showed that the 

areaway has undergone numerous alterations over a period of 

2 00 years. The present report is prompted by the need for a 

structural history as background for decisions that may be 

made for the repair or restoration of the building, and should 

be read in conjunction with the archaeological report (see 

W. Dendy, Manuscript Report Series No. 82). It is also 

intended to supersede the brief preliminary report prepared 

by J. Kendall in 1966 (National Historic Sites Service, office 

report 203). 

Some small discrepancies may be noted between my report 

and the historical information in the Dendy report, created by 

the incomplete state of historical research at the time he was 

writing. The date 1907 which appears in his summary of the 

evolution of the retaining wall as the approximate date of one 

of the wall repairs was an estimate on my part, and can be read 

as referring to the construction activity in either 1895-7 or 

1924. 

A minor problem of terminology arose when the present writer 

embarked on this report. For convenience the magazine is usually 
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referred to in the National Historic Sites Service as "No. 2 

magazine" to distinguish it from the small arms store — powder 

magazine-dungeon—"black hole" under the west bastion. The 

history of the magazine in question, however, spans two regimes 

and more than two centuries, and the term "No. 2 magazine", 

aside from its objectionably antiseptic flavour, seemed 

inappropriate. Calling the building after the proper name of 

the bastion traps one's feet in a toponymical quagmire, since 

the bastions went through at least three changes of name. It 

can be assumed throughout that I am referring to the magazine 

in the more-or-less-south bastion whenever the terms "the 

magazine" and "the south magazine" occur, and whenever the 

subterranean building in the west bastion or the short-lived 

magazine in the southwest ditch is not specified. 

People who cling to the notion that there is always an 

ultimate truth to be found may be disappointed to learn that 

the French engineer Labat spelled his surname in three different 

ways. There is something laudable about an age which did not 

consider name-spelling as a matter of crucial importance; and 

I have tried to enter into the spirit of things by arbitrarily 

selecting "Labat". When transcribing- the French manuscripts, 

however, I have attempted to be as literal as possible, 

following Labat's spelling, his frequent disregard for diacritical 

marks, and his habit of running his words together. 

The photographs which appear in this report are partly from 

the National Historic Sites Service collection and partly from 
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the collection at Fort Anne National Historic Park. The 

collecting done by park staff over the years, and the donations 

made to the park museum by area residents, have proved very 

useful for this study. The photographs at Fort Anne were 

copied for the N.H.S.S. collection in 1966 by Mr. George Munroe 

of Halifax. I am greatly indebted to Miss Glendean Buckler of 

Annapolis Royal, who made a personal gift of an original print 

of the photograph which appears as Figure 21. The old print 

which provided Figure 2 4 was given to me by the late Mrs. Fred 

Harris of that town some 20 years ago, when I was enjoying the 

privilege of growing up in Annapolis. Other copies of the 

latter photograph have not been found, although they undoubtedly 

exist. In both cases the availability of original prints for 

copying has diminished the loss of photographic quality that 

inevitably results from the offset printing process. Thanks are 

also due to the staff at Fort Anne National Historic Park for 

their co-operation, and to Miss Barbara Wilson of the Public 

Archives of Canada. Had she not directed me to the appropriate 

section of the enormous RG 9 collection, the last two chapters 

of this report could not have been written. 

The small detail in several early photographs is important 

in tracing the structural history of the magazine, but since 

the early prints are suffering from wear and tear, and since 

the offset printing process results in a further loss of 

definition, readers may not be able to see the details discussed 

in the text. Departmental officials requiring access to the 
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glossy prints taken directly from the old photographs will have 

access to them in the National Historic Sites Service collection. 

As a final note, the reader is encouraged to remember that 

the powder magazine, important though it is as a building of 

unusual age in Canada, represents only a small part of the 

history of Fort Anne. The trouble with a study of a particular 

building is that the historian, in attempting to place the 

structure within its historical context, can unwittingly make 

everything else revolve around it, just as the convex rear 

view mirror on a bus creates a solipsistic distortion and makes 

an overtaking vehicle the centre of the driver's view. The 

evolution of the fort at Annapolis Royal is a complex story, 

involving a hectic period of construction during the French 

regime and numerous repairs, enlargements and constrictions 

over the succeeding hundred years. During this time a good 

many buildings came and went as successive engineers wrestled 

with the problems of accommodating troops and providing better 

defences for the garrison. Fortunately the magazine reflects 

the highlights in the fort's construction history,-but as a 

simple and necessary building with a single, limited function, 

its story is a less organic one than that of other features 

in the fort. 
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INTRODUCTION 

"WHAT HAS A PARKS COMMISSION TO DO WITH THE WALLS OF AN ANTIQUE 

POWDER MAGAZINE?" 

When Judge A.W. Savary of Annapolis Royal asked this question 

in the columns of The Spectator in 1919, Fort Anne had been a 

Dominion Park under the Department of the Interior for less 

than two years. Savary believed that the record of the previous 

owner, the Department of Militia and Defence, was on the whole 

a creditable one as a landlord of historic property. It had 

saved the old fort from commercial development in the 18 80's, 

from 1895 to 1917 had provided money, the energy of its officers 

in Halifax and Saint John, and encouragement to the local 

supporters of preservation. The dilapidated officers' quarters 

had been patched up, the "black hole" in the west bastion almost 

rebuilt, the sally port preserved and the powder magazine given 

badly needed repairs. 

By 1917, when Fort Anne was transferred to Interior as a 

Dominion Park, the magazine in the south bastion needed repairs 

again. Its roof covering was due for replacement. The retaining 

walls of the areaway had two centuries of practice in the 

annoying business of bulging outward, and showed clear siqns of 

doing so again. Hence the Judge's question. Parks, to him, 

meant trees, shrubs, "Do Not Walk on the Grass" and the 

protection of animals. The Department of Militia and Defence, 
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he reasoned, would surely have repaired the magazine by then, 

had the fort remained with that arm of the government. 

In short, Interior inherited a few problems with buildings 

when it assumed responsibility for Fort Anne. The Historic 

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada had not yet been formed, 

and the Dominion Parks Branch had no previous experience in 

the field of historical preservation. The repair of the 

magazine was one of the first preservation problems encountered 

by the department, and is perhaps the longest continuing 

problem. The building has a place of sorts, not only as the 

oldest building in the national historic sites system - and 

possibly the oldest documented surviving building in Canada 

outside the province of Quebec - but also in the chronicle of 

historical preservation in Canada. It has survived a wealth 

of good intentions and repairs, firstly by an active citizens' 

group sponsored by Militia in the 1890's, and by this depart­

ment in the 1920's and 1940's, and without those good intentions 

and repairs it would not have survived. 

Prior to that it had gone through nearly two hundred 

years of use, firstly as a powder magazine from 1708 to 1854, 

and then as a henhouse and storage shed until the 1890s. It 

survived the bombardment of 1710; an economy drive in 1769 that 

prompted the Board of Ordnance to demolish most of the fort 

buildings and ship the salvageable materials to St. John's; 

and a fire in 1830 when flaming debris from the adjacent 

barracks fell on its shingled cover. And it survived the 
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recurring malady of dampness, the pressure of earth against 

it at different periods, and the construction of new openings 

in the end walls. Through the years it has remained a constant 

fixture, while other features of the fort were changed, 

constricted or enlarged. Successive ranges of barracks have 

been constructed and demolished. Batteries have been placed 

and resited. The ramparts have collapsed from heavy rains and 

been shored up again and again. The south-west ravelin, 

built between 1702 and 1708, was supplemented by two others on 

the north east and south east in 1747. The subterranean 

building in the west bastion, the only possible rival to the 

magazine in age, has been rebuilt until it cannot be determined 

by historical documentation what structural relationship it 

bears to the original. The officers' quarters have been largely 

rebuilt in reinforced concrete, and only isolated sections of 

the walls, chimnies and fireplaces survive to demonstrate that 

the original construction was vastly different from the 

present. The gorge of the east bastion is occupied by a 

concrete workshop, a road has been built across the north 

east ravelin, monuments have been placed on the covered way, 

and between 1854 and 1860 half of the northeast curtain was 

shovelled into the ditch to provide a bed for the caretaker's 

garden. By accident, repeated repairs and its structural 

solidity, the powder magazine has endured. 

As could be expected the magazine loner ago became a 

local landmark and, in a limited way, a national one as well. 
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Thanks largely to the energy of the citizens' group in the 

1890s, the rising popularity of local history, and the droves 

of tourists who came from "the Boston states" to visit 

relatives, follow the footsteps of Longfellow's Evangeline, 

or fish for trout under the tutelage of Micmac (and therefore 

romantic) guides, the ramparts of Fort Anne became widely known. 

Writers like Clara Dennis and Frank Oliver Call strolled over 

the grass-grown parapets, invariably facing downriver into the 

breeze that blew from France, or from England, or from 

Massachusetts, or from whatever geographical quarter caught 

their fancy. They sighed over the ghosts of vanished heroes 

and lamented the loss of so much stalwart blood, returning to 

Toronto or Boston to write such books as Down in Nova Scotia; 

and, when sales proved their writings profitable and respectable, 

More about Nova Scotia. Photos of the powder magazine were 

found in school texts, periodicals, postcards, centenary 

programmes, paper weights and the newspapers of New York, Boston 

and Guysborough. In the long, benign Edwardian summers, ladies 

in improbable hats posed in front of the magazine steps. The 

Governor of Massachusetts had his picture taken against a 

background of the local dignitaries, the members of the historical 

society and, barely visible through the self-conscious throng, 

the powder magazine. Visitors faithfully passed on the story 

that the magazine door swung on one French hinge and one British 

hinge;and the speeches that filled the parade square on the 

innumerable centenaries, bicentenaries and tercentenaries told 
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of our illustrious double heritage, of the marriage of lilies 

and roses, and the solemn necessity of cementing the national 

union more strongly, with action if necessary and, it seems, 

with rhetoric if possible. 

Times have changed, and we are more blase. The magazine 

has become another item in the national list of historical 

assets, and a score of national historic parks have been added 

since the days when Fort Anne stood virtually by itself. 

Louisbourg, where rebuilding is the physical objective, has 

naturally become associated in the public mind with French 

military construction. But existing buildings still require 

care, and now the powder magazine at Fort Anne National Historic 

Park is due for treatment again. Archaeological excavation 

has once more revealed the areaway and its bulging /alls. 

Measured drawings have been made, and for the first time in 

its long existence the building is thoroughly recorded. Bearing 

in mind the history of this oldest structure in our national 

historic parks system, and its place in the story of historical 

preservation in Canada, the answer to Judge Savary's question 

obviously is, "A great deal". 
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CHAPTER 1 

Both writer and reader are fortunate that a complete history 

of the fort at Port Royal (Annapolis Royal) is not required 

here, since the attempt to unsnarl the chronology of the 

engineering works between 1688 and 1708 would drive the one to 

distraction and the other to exasperation. This is not to 

suggest that the story lacks interest: the fort at Port Royal 

is a minor lesson in the art of mismanaging a colony, illustrating 

the effects of harrassinq conscientious officials while 

permitting abuses by those who feel that authority alone 

constitutes their justification. Merely by studying the 

construction history of the fort one can detect some of the 

reasons why France was to lose Acadia in 1710. 

Fortunately the powder magazine is clearly and solely 

identified with the fort that was finally built, and had no 

connection with the temporary and half-finished earthworks that 

were thrown up before a definitive plan was followed. Yet the 

problems of the officials at Port Royal cannot be ignored 

completely, for every phase of construction, the erection of 

almost every buildinq, brought forth financial crises and a 

host of charges and counter-charges as each responsible official 

defended his authority and sought to retain the King's favour. 

Even the documents which describe the construction contain this 

heady but distracting mixture of subject matter. It could 

hardly be otherwise in an imperial system which allowed officials 
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to act as checks on each other and took into account some 

rather personal aspect of their lives. The system fed on 

itself, for a minister bombarded with tale-bearing despatches 

about alleged chicanery, illegal trading, incompetence and 

fornication was sooner or later moved to remonstrate, thus 

encouraging informers. It was this situation which led d'Auger 

de Subercase, governor of Acadia and perhaps the ablest of the 

administrators at Port Royal, to make the oft-quoted remark 

that he was in as much need of a madhouse as a barracks 

("autant besoin de petites maisons que de casernes"). 

Lieutenant Labat, engineer, joined this happy society in 

1702, and immediately began work on the fort; precisely on 

July 15, according to him. The prospect was not encouraging, 

even though Pontchartrain, the minister, had given him orders 

to build a strong fort, and this was more positive direction 

than Pasquine and Vincent de Saccardy, Labat's predecessors, 

had been given. To begin with, the ground he was to use could 

hardly be called virginal. He was confronted with the faint 

traces of small earthwork built at the river's edge about 

fifty years before, the remains of a ramshackle and half-

finished stockade thrown up by Saccardy in 1589, and a strange, 

triangular enceinte built by Governor Mombeton de Brouillan 

the previous autumn. 

Labat took the view that a practical man does not make 

bricks without straw, nor a pupil of Vauban a fort without 

bastions. If a fort was to be built, it should have a 
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four-bastioned trace with a proper glacis and cleared space 

around it. Ideally, however, there should be no new fort at 

all. Labat was the first of several observers, including the 

British inspector-general of fortifications in the 1850s, 

to question the construction of defences on the site of Port 

Royal-Annapolis Royal when the main source of danger, an enemy 

fleet, could be stopped by a well-built battery at the narrow 

passage (Digby Gut) that separates the Bay of Fundy from the 

river basin. Once through "l'entrée" a fleet could land troops 

in the basin without fear of the guns at Port Royal. A fort 

at the town, argued Labat, was "une depence inutille" since it 

2 
ne garde que luy même". 

Brouillan may have seen the sense of this argument, but 

a change of plans might cause a year's delay while Vauban's 

blessing was sought and the minister's approval obtained. 

Since Port Royal would be defenceless in the interim, he made 

Labat continue the work on the fort. By the time Labat's 

plans of a proposed battery at "l'entrée" reached Vauban's 

home in France, only a widow was there to receive them; and by 

the time Pontchartrain had realized the merits of the proposal 

for himself, Labat had built the foundations of the four-

bastioned fort at Port Royal. 

Despite irregular supplies, quarrels with Brouillan and 

constant disputes with the officers whose soldiers constituted 

the work force, Labat managed to lay the base of the earthwork 

by the summer of 1704. The next four years were spent in raising 
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the curtains and bastions to proper height, constructing 

buildings and repairing the new fort again and again. 

Pontchartrain had approved plans for a fort built partly in 

stone, because Labat's predecessors had warned the minister 

that the loose soil at Port Royal was unsuitable for permanent 

scarps. They also warned him that suitable stone was lacking 

at Port Royal, and would prove expensive. As it happened, the 

money cautiously doled out by Pontchartrain would not have gone 

far had it been expended on masonry. The penalty for parsimony 

became apparent almost immediately as the settler's cattle 

churned up the sods which held the ramparts in place, and the 

rains cut huge gullies in the sandy loam of the bastions and 

curtains. Deluged with accusations, Labat was forced to spend 

time and funds in revetting the scarps with timber. 

Somehow the work went on, and Labat reported "les grands 

3 Traveaux finis" on September 8, 1708. He was referring to the 

earthworks and the most essential buildinqs, for there were 

numerous smaller features to be built. The completion was 

well timed. Supply ships from France were a rarity in the 

next two years. Subercase, Brouillan's successor as governor, 

was forced to encourage privateering raids on New Enqland 

shipping as a means of gettina supplies, to print card money 

so the colony would have a temporary currency, and to sell 

his silver service to finance the urgent repairs. The colony 

would be abandoned, threatened the minister redundantly, if 

more money and supplies were requested. The king was distracted 
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by France's problems in Europe, which is presumably why the 

minister did not reply to Subercase's despatches of December, 

1708 until May of 1710. Even before the fort was finished 

Subercase had seen the wisdom of fortifying the entrance to 

the basin, and received Pontchartrain's reluctant permission 

to consult with Labat about ways and means; but by then the 

money was gone, and the minister's solicitude with it. 

With this brief background one can perhaps understand why 

the construction of a permanent powder magazine in the fort 

was such a confused and protracted business, or perhaps wonder 

that one was built at all. It was finished in the summer of 

4 
170 8, and probably begun the previous year, but the need had 

been obvious from the moment the decision to build a definitive 

fort was taken. With an attack from Boston a possibility every 

spring, Labat had to concentrate on the defensive earthwork. 

The construction of buildings "peut venir avec les temps". In 

the meantime something had to be done with the powder on hand, 

and the conclusion one comes to after studying the various and 

often conflicting plans drawn by Labat is that by 1703 he had 

housed the powder in a "poudrière couverte de planches, et du 

gason plat par dessus" under the terreplein of the Bastion de 

5 
Bourgogne (west bastion.) This appears to be the "little 

magazine" described by the British occupants in the 1720s as 

"nothing but a hole digged into the Bastion the Earth sustained 
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with Boards propt up." He seems also to have built another 

underground magazine, this one of stone, immediately in front 

of the wooden one. This structure appears on one of his plans 

as a "souterrain de massonnerie" doing duty as a powder store 

in 1708, but he had originally intended it for small arms 

storage. 

Whatever the case, Labat had no illusions about the 

storage facilities in the west bastion, and was planning for a 

proper stone magazine in the south bastion by early 170 3 at 

least. His plan for the building, and the specifications for 

it, are attached as Figure 1 and Appendix 1. Two dates appear 

on the plan, the latter beina more plausible since the 

specifications are dated 1703. The date is unimportant, for 

nothing was done to build the magazine before 1706, and 

probably before 1707. Figure 2 shows the state of Labat1s 

labours in 1705, and the still-empty south bastion. Brouillan 

and the engineer had agreed on the need for powder storage, 

even if they agreed on little else during the governor's 

turbulent tenure, but there seems to have been a difference 

of opinion about the location, Brouillan defending his original 

choice of the v/est bastion. This apparently delayed matters, 

and by 1706 Labat considered the question urgent. "Il faut 

faire absolument un magasin a Poudre", he wrote, because the 

existing one "n'en peut tenir que 80 a 90 barrils et cette 

plein de touscoste". This reference appears out of context in 

the "Extrait des Lettres de l'Acadie de l'Année 1706" in the 
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microfilmed version of the disorganized and incomplete 

papers of the Depot des Fortifications des Colonies. Since 

the extracts are from letters written to Pontchartrain, it 

appears that Labat took his case to the minister, which explains 

the following order from Pontchartrain to Subercase, the new 

7 governor, in June 1707: 

Sa majesté se remet a vous de faire faire un 

magasin a poudre puisque celuy dont se sert 

n'en peut tenir que 80 a 90 barils et qu'il 

pleut. 

Subercase was also reminded that questions of engineering should 

be left to Labat, and that the two were expected to get along 

with each other. They tried each other sorely even though 

Subercase was a far more polished and amiable man than Brouillan, 

pitying the engineer rather than disliking him. In what was 

intended as a charitable gesture, he described Labat as not 

accountable for his actions"parce que la lune influe beaucoup 
Q 

sur la cervelle". ' There is little doubt that Labat's 

innumerable misfortunes at Port Royal had turned him into a 
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man "fort inquiet et fort turbulent", given to roaming the 

ramparts with musket in hand, shooting the cattle which 

grazed on the crumbling earthworks and contributed to the 

continual landslides. Unfortunately there is no justification 

in a serious paper for the suggestion that Labat may have 

been the only sane man at Port Royal. 


