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Abstract

Fort Mississauga was originally built as a temporary

field work during the latter stages of the War of 1812.

The work itself was not completed in time to take an active
role in the hostilities and when the war ended the indecision
of military authorities in Upper Canada and in England resulted
in its rapid physical deterioration.

While it was garrisoned on a fairly regular basis until
1856, barrack life in the fort was usually less than favourable.
After 1870 it became a spot for quiet Sunday strolls by the
lake and by the turn of the century formed an integral part
of a golf course. Despite a recurring hue and cry from
residents of the area that something should be done to
preserve what remains of Fort Mississauga no action has been
taken. While some repairs were made in 1915, the tower is
now in as poor a condition as it was in the 1880s. As of

this date no restoration has been undertaken on the site.



Introduction

Fort Mississauga is located on Mississauga Point in the town
of Niagara-on-the-Lake at the mouth of the Niagara River.
Construction of the fort, an irregqular, star-shaped field
work, was begun in the spring of 1814. While plans were laid
in 1816 to have the work replaced by a massive fortress this
was not done; indeed, the present fort was never completed.

On 6 August 1947 Order in Council P.C. 3135 effectively
transferred jurisdiction over Fort Mississauga from the
Department of National Defence to the Department of Resources
and Development (the forerunner of the Department of Indian
and Northern Affairs) with permission to develop the site
as an historic park. The purpose of this report is to provide
the historical background necessary to undertake any on-site
interpretation and development.

The history of the fort will be dealt within a
chronological manner. Reproductions of pictures and plans
with their descriptions and various contemporary observations
provide much of the detailed information. For this reason
the Illustrations and their description should be considered
an integral part of the report. The material contained in the
seventh chapter is based almost solely on the federal government
registry files for Fort Mississauga, and deals mostly with

structural changes carried out since 1922.



Mississauga Point

Located in the town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, Mississauga

Point is the name given to that portion of land situated

at the junction of Lake Ontario and the mouth of the Niagara
River. The area was first settled early in the 15th century
by a tribe of native people of the Neutral or Attiwandaronk
nation. Although there is no evidence that the Neutrals

ever established a permanent village on the site, the area
was a popular campsite due to the abundance of fish available
near the mouth of the river.

The Neutrals, as their name implies, occupied a position
of neutrality between the warring Iroquois and Huron nations.
In the late 1640s the Iroquois nations waged war with the
Hurons and after defeating them turned against the Neutrals.
The fierce warfare that ensued resulted in almost the total
annihilation of the Neutral nation. The lands previously
occupied by the Neutrals came under the control of the Senecas,
a tribe of the Iroquois nation.

During the latter half of the 17th century the Senecas
reached an agreement with the Mississaugas, a tribe of the
Chippawa nation which had immigrated to the Niagara Peninsula
from the area north of Lake Huron. The Senecas agreed to
occupy the territory to the east of the Niagara River while the
Mississaugas settled on the west side. The Mississaugas also

settled on the shore of Lake Ontario near the mouth of the



Credit River and in the Bay of Quinlc¢ region. Mississauga
Point at Niagara-on-the-Lake, Mississauga Road in Port
Credit, and Mississauga Point near Kingston are legacies
of their occupation of these parts.

Like the Neutrals the Mississaugas recognized the
importance of the waters around Mississauga Point, Niagara as
regards the fisheries. The Mississaugas camped on the
area now known as the Niagara common and the Fort Mississauga
Military Reserve (the Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club).

Except for the occasional missionary the first white man to
visit this area was Robert Cavalier Sieur de la Salle who
sailed up the Niagara River on 6 December 1678. He
established a fur trading post near what is now Lewiston,

New York; however, this was abandoned four years later. 1In
1687 the Marquis de Denonville established Fort Denonville

on the east bank of the mouth of the Niagara River, the present
site of 0ld Fort Niagara. This endeavour lasted for only

one year.

In 1695 the British concluded a treaty with the Iroquois
by which they obtained jurisdiction over a large parcel of
land including the Niagara I'eninsula. This agreement thwarted
any French ambitions in the area until 1725. In that year,
construction of Fort Niagara was commenced. Additions were
made to the fort in 1730 and again in 1757. Despite all these
precautions, in July 1759, a force consisting of 2000 British
troops and over 1000 Iroquois led by Brigader-General John

Prideaux captured the fort. Instrumental in the British



offensive was a battery of six guns situated across the river
(see Fig. 2) near what is now the foot of King Street,

1 At that time it was known as Montreal

Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Point; later it was to be called Mississauga Point.

Besides the battery the same map also shows a 150 x 100 yard
plot of "Ploughed Land." This was no doubt used by the

French to provide food for Fort Niagara since it was well
recorded during this period that the soil conditions on

the west bank of the river were considered superior to

those on the east side.2

British possession of the area was secured in 1764
when Sir William Johnson, head of the British Indian Department
managed to obtain from both the Mississauga and the Senecas
clear title to a strip of land between Lakes Ontario and
Erie four miles wide, extending two miles on either side of
the Niagara River. Subsequent treaties of 1781, 1784 and
1792 secured the British claim to this area as well as other
Mississauga lands on the Niagara Peninsula.

Shortly after their victory the British dismantled the
Mississauga battery. While they no doubt made use of the
cleared land on the west bank, there is no record of any
activity in that area until the establishment of Navy Hall in
1776. Located on or near the same site as the present structure
bearing that name, Navy Hall then consisting of at least two

buildings and docking facilities, served as the headquarters

D . . 3
of the Navy Department or Provincial Marine on Lake Ontario.



The first influx of settlers on the west bank began in
1778 with the construction of Butler's Barracks. The latter
served as headquarters for a Loyalist regiment led by Major
John Butler, known as Butler's Rangers. The original buildings
were located near the present intersection of Ricardo and
Wellington Streets, Niagara—on—the—Lake.4 During the 1780s
members of the Rangers settled with their families on the
west bank of the river including Mississauga Point. This
area was known as Bultershurg or West Niagara, and by 1791
a plan for the town of Lennox (later known as Newark, Niagara,
and finally Niagara-on-the-Lake) was drawn up.5 Governor
Simcoe's promises of land and the fact that the town was named
the first capital of Upper Canada in 1791 drew many settlers
to the area during the 1790s.

By article seven of the Treaty of Ghent (1783) Britain
agreed to abandon its posts on United States territory and
them over to the Americans. Fort Niagara was one of these
posts. Rather than transfer the posts immediately, the British
held on to them until 1796, feeling that the possession of these
areas was the best way to prevent an Indian war.6 During the
intervening years, some effort was made to find suitable
locations for new frontier posts. The two most obvious
locations for a fort to replace Fort Niagara were at Mississauga
Point and on the present site of Fort George. In May 1790,

Captain John Schank of the Royal Navy observed that while Fort



Niagara was ideally situated, "...the ground on the opposite
shore is...equally high, and the soil better, so that every
convenience necessary for a Post could be erected on the
British side."7 The first mention of Mississauga Point
as the possible site for a post was made around the same
time by Major Robert Mathews who observed that "there is a
point of land on our side of the River...equally well
situated to command the entrance of it."8
The decision to construct a fort on the heights above
Navy Hall seemed strange. The location did not command the
entrance to the river; neither did it provide any protection
for the town of Newark from the guns of Fort Niagara. These
weaknesses were recognized by the British when they first
planned construction and it wac probably because of this that
Fort George was never considercd more than a defensive field
work.9 That Fort Mississauga v'as a preferable site is seen in
a plan of the area drawn in 1799 by Lieutenant William Hall
(see Fig. 3) which shows an arca aside on Mississauga Point
for a military reserve. Also shown is the trace of a proposed
battery containing positions for 14 guns to be located on what
is now the site of Fort Mississauga. There is no evidence

that this battery was every constructed at this time, although

by 1813 there was a small battery located on the point.



Meanwhile, the first lighthouse on the shores of Lake
Ontario was built in 1804 at Mississauga Point, the site
recommended by the Board of Lighthouse Commissioners, a branch
of the government of Upper Canada.10 The civil contractor for
the job was John Symington; however, most of the construction
was carried out by the military masons of the 49th Regiment
of Foot.11 The lighthouse (see Fig. 4 & 20) stood until 1814
at which time it was dismantled to make way for the construction
of Fort Mississauga. During the ten years it was in operation
there was only one lighthouse keeper, Dominic Henry. Many years
later, Henry's daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Quade recalled:

I saw the first sods dug that were used in

the building of that fort. The lighthouse

stood on the ground where the old tower now

stands, our dwelling house also stood near

the lighthouse...after the war the lighthouse

was torn down and the tower built from the

stone and bricks from the ruins of the town

and lighthouse.12
Mrs. Quade's recollections as to the location of the lighthouse
are at the variance with a plan of Fort Mississauga made in
July 1814 (see Fig. 5) which shows the lighthouse located
not on the site of the tower but on the glacis of the work
close to the lake shore. The latter account is more reliable
although to find the exact location some archaeology would be

needed.



The strategic importance of Mississauga Point in the
defense of the frontier did not go unnoticed during the early
months of the War of 1812. The British and Canadian victory
at Queenston Heights in October 1812 successfully thwarted any
American hopes of establishing a bridgehead on the west bank
of the Niagara River. It also gave the British a much needed
opportunity to prepare for thc expected spring offensive by
the Americans in 1813. The importance of fortifying Mississauga
Point was expressed by Lt.-Col. R.H. Bruyeres of the Royal

Engineers in February 1813 when he proposed that: "...a Tower

or Small Redoubt to command the entrance of the River is
essentially necessary to be erected on Mississauga Point.“l3
On 25 May 1813 American cguns commenced a heavy bombardment
of Fort George causing entensive damage. The following
morning a large force of nearly 6,000 American regulars and
militiamen landed at Mississauga Point. Despite Bruyeres'
recommendation of February the Point was defended by only a
small battery consisting of one 24 pounder and one nine
pound cannon.l4 This paltry defence was soon overcome by
the guns of the American vessels the Julia and Growler. The
area within a two or three mile radius of Fort George was
occupied by the Americans until December when they withdrew
across the river. Before they left however, they completely
razed the town of Niagara and reduced some of the works at

Fort George.

The American invasion had demonstrated the strategic



importance of Mississauga Point. In order to prevent a
recurrence of the invasion the British realized that a strong
defensive work would have to be constructed on the site.
Almost before the last American had crossed the river in

December, plans were afoot to do just that.



The Construction of Fort
The proven vulnerability
of the Niagara River was

George Prevost, governor

10

Mississauga (1814-38)
of the British grip on the west bank
stressed in December 1813, by Sir

of Lower Canada who echoed Bruyeres'

remarks of ten months before:

The line of defence towards the Lake

appears to me

to require...attention

at Mississauga Point, a Tower within a

strong Redoubt I consider so essentially

necessary to co-operate with Fort Niagara

in the defence of the River and in the

event of the destruction of Fort Niagara

it would command the entrance to it.

1

Lieutenant General Gordon Drummond, president and administrator

of Upper Canada and Prevost's second in command agreed with

his superior and further

suggested that the defenses of the

recently captured Fort Niagara should be weakened leaving any

fortification on Mississauga Point in full control of the

entrance to the river.

By March 1814 no action had yet been taken to fortify

Mississauga Point due to

; 3
the "excessively severe" weather.

Lt.-Col. R.H. Bruyeres, commanding Royal Engineer in Upper

Canada informed Lieut. Frederic de Gaugreben, Royal Engineer

at Niagara that:
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....Missisaquai Point must be Fortified

and occupied with every possible dispatch.

Also the Works at Fort George to be repaired,

and an intermediate Battery between Fort

George and Missisaquai Point to be established....

These are essential positions to be occupied

with strong batteries to act against the

opposite shore.
Bruyeres was no doubt worried that when the American spring
offensive was launched the British would find themselves in
a position similar to that of a year before.

By 13 April work on the "Mississauga Battery" had progressed
to the point where it was hoped that the following week would
witness the mounting of four guns.5 A plan of the work at
Fort Mississauga dated 29 July 1814 (see Fig. 5) showed an
irreqgular star-shaped earthwork containing a stone tower
(then only about two feet high), a nearly completed splinter
proof barracks for 80 men, two hot shot furnaces, four 24
pounders on traversing carriages (facing the lake), two
bomb proof powder magazines, the earthworks and the lighthouse.
The ramparts were also said to be enclosed with "oak pickets
ten or twelve feet above the ground."6

Throughout May and June American marauders had carried out

numerous raids into Canadian territory all along the Niagara
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frontier. Major General Phineas Riall, Drummond's second-
in-command refused to commit the bulk of his force to repel
these raids preferring instead to wait until he was certain

the main American invasion was taking place. On 2 July British
and Canadian troop strength at Fort Niagara and at the several
posts along the west bank of the Niagara from Fort George to

L Another 1500 were waiting

Fort Erie stood at just over 2000.
in reserve at Burlington and York.
In the early morning of 3 July, Major-General Jacob
Brown led a force of over 6000 American troops and Indians across
the Niagara River in the vicinity of Fort Erie. After taking
the latter post they marched on to Chippawa where, two days
later they were attacked by a force of 1800 regulars, militia
and Indians led by Riall. Riall's force suffered heavy losses
in the ensuing battle. When more American troops crossed the
river Riall withdrew to await reinforcements and to avoid
being surfounded. He then deployed his forces at Fort Niagara,
Fort George and Fort Mississaucga to await the American onslaught.
He himself went to Burlington to ready the reserve.
A series of questions and answers appended by Riall to
his 12 July report to Drummond demonstrated the precarious
hold the British had in the area. The questions were answered
by four young officers, two members of the Royal Artillery

and two Royal Engineers and their replies revealed that little

had been done over the previous seven months to strengthen
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the fortifications in the area:
Fort George is in a very bad State with
regard to its Works....[and] is capable
of making little or no resistance against
an Army....Fort Mississauga is in such a
State as not to be easily taken by Assault,
but its interior is so open that the
Garrison will be incapable of holding out
long after the Enemy may be enabled to
commence a Bombardment against it.8
The key to the defense of the area seemed to have been Fort
George. As the defense of I'ort Niagara depended on British
possession of Fort George, o too the security of Fort
Mississauga depended on British occupation of Fort Niagara.
If Fort George alone were to be overcome, Fort Mississauga
would not be immediately threatened; however should Fort
Niagara also fall Mississauga would be seriously weakened
and "would soon fall if attacked only from the Land and its
resistance would of course ke considerably diminished by the
co-operation of an enemy fleet."9
The British did not have to wait long to test the
opinions of their engineers. On 7 July, Brown's army had
advanced on Queenston and bejan fortifying the heights. Eight

days later, a brigade led by Col. Moses Porter (estimated by

Lt.-Col. John Tucker, the commander of the British force at
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Fort George, as numbering "not less than three thousand men"lo)

advanced on St. David's and then came along the lake shore to
"examine the works" at the mouth of the river.ll According
to Tucker the American advance was nothing short of a major
attack, although Porter seemed to consider it merely as a
reconnaisance mission.12 That same evening the American
force withdrew to Queenston. Iiis force reduced by sickness
and casualties, Brown was forced, on 24 July, to fall further
back to Chippawa to await fresh troops and supplies.13

Riall seized the opportunity and immediately advanced on
Chippawa and the next morning took up a position along Lundy's
Lane. The ensuring bloody battle resulted in the Americans
withdrawing to Fort Erie where they remained until November,
despite a seven week seige by Drummond's force. On 5 November,
the Americans destroyed Fort Erie and crossed the river to take
up winter quarters in Buffalo, thus ending the 1814 campaign
on the Niagara frontier.

Throughout the campaign of 1814, Fort Mississauga was
never more than an incomplete field work. By the end of the
July the tower had risen to the great height of two feet and
the earthworks were far from completion. This delay was
caused by the indecision over what to do with Fort Niagara,
then held by the British. The latter was the source of much
discussion between Drummond and Riall, the former wanting a
large troop concentration at Fort Niagara, while Riall favoured

a reduction of both the troop strength and the work itself.14
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Drummond's views were implementoed and for the rest of the war
I'ort Niagara was strongly garrisoncd and only minor portions ol
the work were demolished by the British. 1In March 1815, T'ort
Niagara was returned to the Americans almost intact.

The end of the war eariy in 1815 prompted an order from
Lt.-Gen. Drummond that construction of most fortifications and
public buildings in Upper Canada be stopped. Among the posts
exempted from this command were Forts George and Mississauga
where he felt it necessary to provide khetter accommodations
for the troops.15

That Mississauga Point was to continue to play a key role
in the defense of Upper Canada was made evident by Lt.-Col.
Gustavus Nicolls, R.E., who recommended that since the Fort
George site:

...1is much inferior to that at Mississauga
Point ...that what should further be done
should be to leave the old works to the
southward and eastward and to secure it
from assault, without goina to any great
expense, and that the labour bestowed at

the mouth of the River Niagara should be

chiefly in erecting a permanent fort in
the place of the Field Work at Mississauga
Point and with this view, I have, according

to my Instructions submitted to Lieut.



General Drummond, that the Bastions of
a Work for 1000 men should be commenced
in the Spring in preference to going on
with the reform of Fort George...16
Nicolls felt that construction of the new fort could be
carried on without disturbing the existing field work and
that the latter would be levelled when the new structure was
completed.

Nicolls' plan for the new fortification (see Fig. 6)
was drawn up in May 1816. About ten times the size of the
existing work, the Vauban-style fortress was to consist of
five bastions with connecting curtains and two ravelins.
Parts of the existing work which by May 1816 contained the
tower (still not completed), and five other structures,
including the nearly completed barracks shown in the July
1814 plan, were to be inqorporated into the new fortress.17
Indeed, Nicolls' proposcd trace was so large that the cntirc
field work was able to be contained in the large lakefront
bastion.

Nicolls also recommended that should the plan be
adopted:.

...the Town of Newark should not be
rebuilt, or at least the People inclined

to build there should be made acquainted

that they not only run the risk of having






