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Preface 

This report is submitted by Margaret Angus to fulfill a contract to 

examine documents in the Registry Office of Lincoln County, notes 

prepared by Frances Parker McKay and architectural records in Peter 

Stokes' office and microfilm of Niagara Newspapers in the Public 

Archives of Canada to obtain information about buildings in and near 

Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
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Editor's Note 

This manuscript was presented by Margaret Angus in 1965. In preparing 

it for printing the format of the entries has been altered to provide 

a degree of uniformity and an index of names has been omitted. With 

these exceptions the text is virtually unchanged. In reading the tables 

which occur frequently in the manuscript the sums of money appearing in 

the 6th column are in pounds, shillings and pence unless otherwise 

indicated. A number of abbreviations appear from time to time and 

should be interpreted as follows: 

a acre 

B.andS. Bargain and Sale 

Mge. Mortgage 

Q.C. Quit Claim 

J.W. 
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Niagara-on-the-Lake 

William Kirby in his Annals of Niagara speaking about the time after 

the burning of Niagara in 1813 says: 

The f i r s t building of any importance re-erected 

in th i s town was the new d i s t r i c t gaol and court 

house - bu i l t a mile and a quarter from the centre 

of the town and quite too far for the convenience 

of people having to attend the courts , as they had 

to find quarters in the various ho te l s . The 

building was of brick, large and well adapted to 

the purpose. 

[NOTE: In 1846 a new Town Hall was bu i l t on the market place, Queen 

Street and i t was also used as the court house. 

In 1870 Miss Page bought the old gaol and court house for use of 

the orphan and des t i tu te g i r l s she brought out from England.] 



1 Part of "[Plan) of a portion of the Town of Niagara" 1837. 

(Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa.) 
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2 P a r t o f ' P l a n of the Town of N i a g a r a . . . " 1910. Revised 

Aug. 1966. (Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa) 
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240 Centre Street 
Lot: No. 202 

Name of Building: Hitchcock 

House or Breakenridge House 

Date of Construction: 

Present Owner: R. Ure 

Description 

Basement and two storeys, three bays wide. Pale red brick. Centre hall, 

sidelight and transomed entrance. Stone sills and lintels. Bake oven 

and nine fireplaces, seven mantels. 12 x 15 pane windows. 

Documentation 

(Map, 1799.) Miles Hitchcock. 

(Map, Hall's 1826.) Miles Hitchcock. 

(History of Niagara, p. 115.) The brick house occupied by G. Bernard, 

at the corner of the Centre and Mississauga Streets was the residence 

of John Breakenridge. 

(Niagara Herald, 1828.) "Died John Breakenridge, Esq., Barrister etc. 

Niagara has lost one of its best friends. He settled here shortly after 

the war and built several of the most elegant and tasty homes in town." 

5 



(Ibid., 18 Sept. 1828.) Auction - to be sold at the house of 

Mrs. Breakenridge, in Niagara, on Tuesday 23 September, 

2 cows - 1 cart and harness 

1 sleigh and 1 sett of harness 

Together with sundry articles of household furniture. 

(Ibid.,, 11th January 1829.) Mrs. Fenwick and Mrs. Breakenridge will 

re-open their school. 

(Ibid., 1830 [advertisement].) Niagara Seminary for young ladies, 

taught by Mrs. Fenwick and Mrs. Breakenridge. 

(Ibid., 1833 [advertisement].) Mrs. Breakenridge "hopes for a 

continuance of public favour" and suggests "the additional claims of 

a long residence in the town, heavy misfortunes, a large family to 

maintain, and her experience for four years with Mrs. Fenwick." 

(Niagara Gleaner, 24 August 1833.) Mrs. Breakenridge's Seminary for 

young ladies will be re-opened 26 August. 

(Ibid., October 12, 1833.) Sheriff's sale - in suit of William Warren 

Baldwin and Robert Baldwin against lands now in the hands of Mary Warren 

Breakenridge - have seized Town lot 202 and all buildings thereon for 

sale Jan. 1834. 

(Niagara Chronicle, June 28, 1845.) For sale, the two storey brick 

6 



dwelling house and lot containing one acre of ground, with offices, 

outhouses, etc., at present occupied by D. McDougall Esquire, Treasurer 

of the Niagara District. The house has been constantly let since the 

proprietor ceased to reside there, a period of 9 or 10 years. For 

information as to terms apply to Messrs. Stevenson and Robinson, 

barristers, St. Catharines; or to the subscriber at his office in 

Kingston. J. Breakenridge. 

Registry Search 

Q.C. 
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From To 

Patent May 6 Crown Miles la 
1796 Hitchcock 

B. and S. Jan. 22 Miles Abraham la 25.0.0 
1800 Hitchcock Davenport 

B. and S. July 13 Anna Files John la 75.0.0 
1822 (daughter and Breakenridge 

heir 
A. Davenport) 

Sheriff's July 15 J. Kidd, Mary W. la 535.9.8 
deed 1836 Deputy Breakenridge 

Sheriff 

B. and S. Oct. 29 Mary W. John H. la 250.0.0 
1852 Breakenridge Connolly 

B. and S. Sept. 1 J.H. Philip la 450.0.0 
1854 Connolly Hopkins 

Q.C. Jan. 24 Anna Philip la 5/ 
185 5 Breakenridge Hopkins 

(widow) 

Probate Sept. 23 Philip Frances 
1856 Hopkins Elliot 

Hopkins 

B. and S. Apr. 28 Frances E. Fred H. Date la $1600.00 
1873 and Fanny 

Hopkins 



130 Front Street 
Lot: No. 11 

Name of Building: Kirby House 

Date of Construction: c. 1818-1822 

Present Owner: Mr. Kirby 

Description 

Stucco over clapboard. Basement and two storeys, three bays wide. 

Centre hall, 2 panel entrance door, sidelights and transom. Partly 

retrimmed 1832-1855. Addition, 1872. 

Documentation 

William Kirby - poet and author 

William Kirby papers indicate the transfer to him in 1855 included 

the land and house. 
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B. and S. Oct. 7 Trust and Walter l a $361.29 
1904 Loan of Gillespie 

Canada 

B. and S. May 7 Walter John $1500.00 
1906 Gillespie, Gooderham, 

Lucinda C. Geo. Roberts, 
Bernard, Robert Ure 
Geo. Roberts ___^^_ 



(Indenture, Jan. 11, 1822.) Commissioners of the Crown to Thomas 

McCormick re. lots 10 and 11, seized from William Wallace who returned 

to the United States before July 1, 1812. 

[NOTE: one record gives assign date as 1816.] 

1857. Thomas Courtney to Thomas Courtney Jr. and his wife (Patience). 

"Lot 12 - i acre on which new house stands." 

[NOTE: Niagara Gleaner, 1832, identifies Thomas Courtney as a 

carpenter - he is listed in the District of Niagara account with the 

Teasurer as being paid for making coffins.] 

Thomas McCormick's sale of this lot to Thomas Courtney for E62.10/ , 

exactly what McCormick paid for it ten years earlier, would seem to 

indicate that there was no building here before 1832 - or shortly 

before, when Courtney took possession. 

Registry Search 

From To 

Patent May 6 Crown Nicholas Ten §a 
1796 Broeek 

B. and S. Jan. Com. Thomas ia 62.10.0 
1822 Forfeiture McCormick 

of Estates ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

B. and S. Aug. T. McCormick Thomas \a 62.10.0 
1832 Courntey 

B. and S. June 4 T. Courtney Thos. 4 a 60.0.0 
1852 et ux. Courtney Jr. 

B. and S. Sept. 28 T. Courtney William 4a 175.0.0 
1855 Jr. Kirby ground 

and 
house 

9 
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105-107 Johnson Street 

Lot: No. 100 

Name of Building: 

Date of Construction: 

Present Owner: Frank Walker 

Description 

Double stucco. Basement and two storeys, three bays wide. Rough cast 

basement kitchen, brick floor, fireplace and bake oven. Brick and 

stone foundation, 2 or 4 fireplaces. Centre hall. Rear wing. 

Documentation 

(Map, 1799.) Shows Jas. Park. 

(Map, 1826.) Shows R. Cameron [Cannon?], H. Smith and Mrs. Frey. 

(Oral Sources.) Miss Greenwood lived in house before it was divided. 

Mrs. Creamer says porch came from Queen's Royal Hotel, she worked with 

Mrs. Harvey Whose first husband owned the Queen's Royal. 

(Niagara Gleaner, 1823.) Cannan's [sic] Inn mentioned in advertisement 

for lost article. Also mentioned in a location given as Second's Inn 

and Cannon's Inn. 

(Ibid., March 17, 1827.) A meeting announced "at the Inn of Robert Canon 

[sic]." 
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Registry Search 

* also 115-119 Johnson Street 

From To 

Patent Mar. 31 Crown James Park all la 
1818 

B. and S. May 28 James Park James Secord all la 100.0.0 
1822 

B. and S. Aug. 15 James Secord Robert all la 125.0.0 
1823 Jr. Cannon* 

Mge. Oct. 6 Robert John Dalyn i lot 750.0.0 
1826 Cannon 

B. and S. Dec. 28 R. Cannon Alexander Part 48.15.0 
1823 et ux. Laws on 

B. and S. Feb. 9 R. Cannon John Campbell Part 50.0.0 
1823 et ux. 

B. and S. Dec. 8 John Campbell Jared Part 1000.0.0 
1830 Stocking 

B. and S. May 26 Robert Hannah Freyn* Part 25.0.0 
1830 Cannon 

Sherrif's June 17 Sheriff Robert E. ia 93.0.0 
Deed 1831 Burns 

B. and S. Feb. 11 Robert E. George Vasey |a 100.0.0 
1832 Burns 

B. and S. Aug. 19 Jared John Campbell Part 200.0.0 
1837 Stocking 

B. and S. Jan. 12 John Campbell Andrew Heron Part 100.0.0 
1839 Jr. 

(Trustee for 
H. Smith) 

Q.C. Dec. 29 H.H. Smith Geo. D. Atkin Part 175.0.0 
1840 Atkins 

B. and S. June 11 G.D. Atkins Esther Brown Part 250.0.0 
1844 

B. and S. June 23 Clement Jane Crysler Part 200.0.0 
1874 (heirs of 

Brown) 
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115-119 Johnson Street 

Lot: No. 100 

Name of Building: 

Date of Construction: c. 1835 

Present Owner: Harold Holt 

Description 

Rowhouses. Stairs in no. one and no. two go straight up and turn from 

doors at left. No. one had kitchen fireplace on west (centre) wall of 

kitchen. No. two has basement reached by trap door under stairs. 

No. three changed, front door not used. Cellar and li storeys by six 

bays wide (three units). Large kitchen fireplace, some fireplaces 

blocked. Each unit has 5-6 rooms. 

Documentation 

(Map, 1817.) Shows square building at west end. 

Land sale, 1823. 

(Oral sources.) house at western end is oldest (once Catharine Creed's), 

1820s. Other two attached residences added later. May have been one 

more at western end. Since demolished. 

Registry Search 



1 3 

See 105-107 Johnson S t r e e t . 

118-120 Johnson S t r e e t 
Lot : No. 109 

Name of Building: "Sign of the 

Crown" 

Date of Construction: 

Present Owner: J. Lyall 

Description 

Clapboard, two storeys and five bays wide. Centre hall, entrance door 

six panel with sidelights. Kitchen wing removed-new rear wing added. 

Documentation 

(Map, 1799.) P. Benville. 

(Map, 1826.) McDougall. 

(Oral Sources.) said to have been dwelling, school, in double dwelling. 

Possibly moved back to present location, c. 1915. 

(History of Niagara, p. 113.) 1838 advertisement of William Moffatt for 

tavern, "The Sign of the Crown," 8 bedrooms, 2 dining rooms, stabling, 

etc. (2 storey) opposite Lewis Donnelly's [he was on lot 110] later 
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became York Academy of Mr. Chas. Camidge [1871]. 

1815, John and Eliza Campbell to Robt. and Peter McDougall. 

1830, Peter McDougall (of Toronto) to Jared Stocking, 1 acre and all 

houses. 

(Niagara Chronicle, May 22, 1838.) An evening school will be opened 

at Mr. Piatt's house (formerly William Moffat's Tavern) and instruction 

given in writing, arithmetic and the usual branches of an English 

education. A French class will also be opened. 

[NOTE: 1843, Piatt bought out part of Lot 110] 

(Ibid., May 7, 1838.) Writ against Jared Stocking, John Grier and 

Charles Koune - Lot 20, part of lot 100, lot 109, part of lot 71, 

lot 288, S/W half of lot 13, lots 139 and 140 with all buildings. 

(Ibid., November 1, 1843.) To let also - in Johnson Street, one house 

with 8 rooms, and a new house 30 x 40 feet which has never been 

occupied, with every convenience for a hotel or private residence. 

Registry Search 

From To 

Patent May 6 Crown Peter la 
1796 Benville 

B. and S. Oct. 28 John and Eliza Robt. and la 100.0.0 
1815 (Benville) Peter 

Campbell McDougall 
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144 Johnson Street 
Lot: 110 

Name of Building: 

Date of Construction: c. 1820 

Present Owner: 

B. and S. Oct. 8 Peter Jared la 300.0.0 
1830 McDougall Stocking 

et ux. 

B. and S. Oct. 6 Jared William N.W.£,£a 150.0.0 
1836 Stocking Moffatt 

et ux. 

B. and S. Dec. 4 Wm. Moffatt Ed. McMullen la 315.0.0 
1837 et ux. 

B. and S. May 30 Jared John S.E.£ 305.0.0 
1835 Stocking Swinton 

et ux. 

B. and S. Jan. 24 E. McMullen Wm. Moffatt N.W.£ 5.0.0 
1842 et ux. 

B. and S. Jan. 8 W. Moffatt Sarah R. N.W.£ $900.00 
1864 et ux. Secord 

Mge. Feb. 12 Geo. C. Nobel Sharp & N.W.§ $1000.00 
1868 Secord G.R. Secord 

e t ux. 

Release Apr. 9 Geo. C. Nobel Sharp & N.W.£ $1000.00 
1872 Secord G.R. Secord 

e t ux. 

B. and S. June 19 N. Sharp & E l i z . N.W.£ $700.00 
1872 G.R. Secord Cambridge 
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Description 

Basement and two storeys, three bays wide. Brick, with stone foundations. 

Entrance with dentilled overdoor. Good oven and fireplace in half base­

ment - door out to porch and yard. Centre chimney. Parlour fireplace 

similar to one in Green House. Stairwell altered to allow more head 

room. Early floors. Some 1835 trim changes. House possible result of 

two periods - early 1820s and mid 1830s. Six rooms plus basement 

kitchen and rooms. 

Documentation 

(Maps, 1799.) C. McNabb. 

(Maps, 1826.) S. Varey. 

(Map, 1837, Royal Engineers map.) 1 Brick Building. 

1841. Ralph Morden Clement, merchant and Charlotte Amanda Clement, his 

wife, and Lewis Donelly, Innkeeper - part of No. 110, 5600 sq. ft. 

commencing 81 ft. from northerly corner No. 110. 

Clement, Melbourne, Newman. 

(Niagara Gleaner, 1823) [2 Notices]. Sheriff's sale of lands of late 

Colin McNabb which have descended to John McNabb, at the suit of John 

Muirhead. [amongst others]. Lot 110 and 143, Town of Niagara, 1 acre 

each. 



17 

(Ibid.) Sheriff's sale of lands of Colin McNabb, lot 110 with the 

house and appurtenances thereon; and lot 143 in the Town of Niagara. 

[NOTE: The land and house were sold to James Muirhead whose wife, 

Deborah, was the only daughter of Colonel Butler. Before the deal 

was completed their only child John Butler Muirhead had died and a 

year later James Muirhead was dead. 

Lewis Donelly had a Tavern in the building by 1838 and had been 

there long enough to be used as a landmark to locate a new tavern 

across the street.] 

Registry Search 

From To 

Patent Aug. 28 Crown Colin McNabb all, la 
1804 

Sheriff's June 7 R. Leonard James all, la 93.15.0 
Deed 1824 Sheriff Muirhead 

Will Mar. 5 James Deborah all & si. 
1825 Muirhead Muirhead 

(exr.) 

B. and S. Apr. 18 J. Muirhead's George Varey all 112.0.0 
1827 Exrtrix 

B. and S. Nov. 25 Deborah Ralph M. la 257.10.0 
1840 Muirhead Clement 

B. and S. Dec. 8 R.M. Clement Lewis 5600 sq. 100.0.0 
1841 et ux. Donelly :ft_. 

B. and S. Jan. 31 L. Donelly John S. Alma 5600 sq. 25.0.0 
1843 fit_. 

B. and S. Mar. 31 R.M. Clement Hezekiah D. 17,888 172.0.0 
1843 et ux. Piatt sq. ft. 

B. and S. Dec. 28 R.M. Clement Geo. Munro 81'x40' 30.0.0 
1848 
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164 Johnson Street 
Lot: No. Ill 

Name of Building: 

Date of Construction: 

Present Owner: K.E. Ball 

Description Basement and l£ storeys by three 

bays. Rough cast. Centre hall and 

stairs. Three fireplaces, seven 

plus rooms. Basement kitchen and 

fireplace and maid's room. Rear 

addition. Retrimmed about 1845. 

Provision for dumb waiter 

B. and S. Dec. 28 R.M. Clement Geo. Munro 81'x40' 30.0.0 
1848 

Q.C. Jan. 25 John S. Alma, Mary Flynn 5600 sq. 55.0.0 
1850 Jane Donelly ft_. 

B. and S. May 30 Geo. Munro Robt. Frizette 81'x40' 25.0.0 
1853 

B. and S. Apr. 16 R. Frizette Geo. Watts, ll'xll' $600.00 
1860 Jr. 

Deed of Nov. 26 Mary Flynn James 5600 sq. 5/ 
gift 1864 Donelly ft_. 
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Regis t ry Search 

From To 

Patent May 6 Crown David Burns la 
1796 

Mge. July 15 David Burns William la 276.16.8 
1792 Maitland 

from basement kitchen. Fire stair rail, balustrades and graceful 

newel. 

Documentation 

(Map. 1817.) Shows a building. 

(MaD, 1826.) Pilkington. 

(Oral sources.) Miss Ball says her father thought the house had been 

built sometime in the 1840s [but a building appears to be indicated on 

1817 map.] 

(Niagara Gleaner.) Died at Niagara. July 28, 1823 Mrs. Pilkington, 

wife of Dr. Pilkington. 

[No indication of a house on this lot until the 1840s when Alexander 

Davidson bought it and lost it through foreclosure of mortgage. 

Charles Hall who obtained the title through a foreclosure, died 

in February, 1849 leaving his wife and two daughters. The Hall 

daughters, Sarah, who married Robert Campbell, and Isabella sold the 

property in 1887.] 
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234 Johnson Street 
Lot: No's 113 and 114 

Name of Building: Clench House 

Date of Construction: 1826 

Present Owner: C. Hahn 

Description 

Basement and two storeys by three bays wide. Central hall and stair. 

End chimneys. Four column Gothic entrance porch with six pilasters on 

B. and S. July 27 Alexander Robt. la 
1811 Burns Pilkington 

B. and S. Mar. 20 Trustee of Alexander la 12. 
1844 Pilkington Davidson 

Mge. 1845 Charles L. Lot 111 250.0.0 
Hall 

Mge. 1858 Sarah and William la 300. 
A.B.C. Hall McKay 

Mge. 1863 Sarah Hall John Alma 5/& mge. 

B. and S. Mar. 7 Sarah Mary E.J. la $7000.00 
1887 Campbell, Robertson, 

Isabella Allan de 
Hall and Robertson 
Robt. 
Campbell 

B. and S. 1889 Mary E.J. Maud £ of lot $1. 
Robertson Robertson 


