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Sir Frank Stillman Barnard

Summary:

Sir Frank Stillman Barnard was an industrialist and transportation
magnate who was elected to the House of Commons as the Conservative
member for Cariboo 1888-1896. After retiring from the business
world in 1906 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of British

Columbia in December 1914 and served a five-year term.

Narrative:

The roots of the Barnard family in North America are very old
and have been traced back to Francis Barnard who settled in
Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1642. Sometime after the American
Revolution they came north to Canada, and on 16 May 1856 Frank
Stillman Barnard was born in Toronto, the eldest son of Francis
Jones Barnard and Ellen Stillman. In 1859 his father moved to
British Columbia during the Fraser River gold rush, and a year
later the rest of the family joined him on the west coast,
living at first on Vancouver Island before settling permanently
in the Cariboo district. After working at a variety of jobs
including police constable and ship's purser on the steamer
Yale, in 1862 Francis Barnard helped found the Cariboo Express
Company which carried mail between Yale and Cariboo. The business
prospered, and by 1866 he was able to buy out his partners and
at the same time extend operations to Victoria. Barnard's
Express, later changed to the British Columbia Express Co.,



became the foundation of the family's fortune.l Francis Barnard
himself, a strong advocate of Confederation in the Legislative

Assembly, later went on to enter federal politics and sat as the
Conservative member for Yale-Kootenay from 1897 until his health

gave out in 1887.2

After receiving his early education in Yale, Frank Barnard
attended the Collegiate School in Victoria from 1866 to 1870
before returning east to spend three years at Hellmuth College
in London, Ontario.3 When he came back to British Columbia he
entered military service with the No. 2 Rifles in Victoria
(1874-77) before joining his father's company in 1879.4 His
advancement was rapid, and when the elder Barnard suffered a
heart attack his son assumed the major role in running the
business, becoming general manager in 1881 and president in
1882.5 Soon his financial interests began to expand. In 1883 he
formed the Victoria Transfer Company which has been described as

a "combination freight company, taxi service and 'U-drive and
of which he remained president until 1896. At the same time he
also participated in a Syndicate which purchased the Hastings
Sawmilling Company of which he served as a director from 1885 to
1889.7 On 8 November 1883 he married Martha Loewen, daughter of
Joseph Loewen, the owner of the Victoria-Phoenix

brewery, and the couple spent their honeymoon in Portland,

Oregon.8

Like his father, Frank Barnard decided to combine his
business life with a political career. After serving as alderman
for South Ward on the Victoria City Council in 1886 and 1887, he
entered federal politics as a Conservative and contested the
riding of Lillooet-Cariboo in the 22 November 1888 bye-election
necessitated by the appointment of the sitting member, James
Reid, to the Senate. When the results were counted, he had

succeeded in defeating the Liberal candidate, Dr. Watt, by 29



Votes.9 Barnard was re-elected in March 1891 and his campaign
was aided by a personal letter from Sir John A. Macdonald to the
editor of the Kamloops Sentinel: "I shall be obliged by your
stating through your paper and by circular that the Government
are very desirous that Mr. Barnard should be returned as your
representative. Personally I should be exceedingly obliged by
the election of so able and true a supporter as Mr. Barnard has
oLl In the 1896 election he did not seek

re-nomination, likely because the Cariboo riding had been merged

proved himself to be.

with Yale whose sitting member was his brother-in-law J.A.

Mara.11

Instead Barnard now devoted all his time to his rapidly
expanding business interests. He teamed up with Mara and Captain
John Irving to form the Columbia and Kootenay Steam Navigation
Company (ultimately purchased by the C.P.R.) which soon ran a
small fleet of six ships engaged in hauling freight on the
Kootenay and Arrow lakes. In addition he set up the Okanagan
Land and Development Company which founded the town of Vernon,
laying out the streets, establishing numerous business enterprises
and opening two hotels. As the interior opened up, mining
concerns became increasingly important and Barnard participated
in a variety of schemes including the B.C. Milling and Mining
Co., the Selkirk Mining and Smelting Co., the Lanark Consolidated
Mining and Smelting Co., and the Lillooet, Fraser River and
Cariboo Gold Fields Limited, the last of which was financed by
overseas investment which he obtained during a trip to England
in 1895. 1In addition to other interests in lumbering, shipping
and brewing, he owned a 7000 acre horse ranch near Vernon as
well as other properties in Nelson, Kamloops, Revelstoke and

Vancouver.

Barnard's best known enterprise was his association with

the development of electric power in British Columbia. In



partnership with Robert Horne-Payne the Consolidated Railway and
Light Company was established in 1894, and within two years it

had acquired the electrical companies in Victoria, Vancouver,

and New Westminster. Although the lawsuits resulting from the
collapse of the Point Ellice Bridge on 24 May 1896 forced the
venture into bankruptcy, Barnard was not deterred. At the
liquidation sale he personally bought the company's assets and

was soon back in business with the new British Columbia Electric
Railway Company of which he was managing director until his retire-

ment from active business life in 1906.13

In January 1902 Barnard attempted to make a political
comeback by contesting a Victoria bye-election but managed
to obtain only 1376 votes as opposed to 1797 for the Liberal
George Riley. In September of the same year he was a
delegate to a British Columbia Conservation convention at
Revelstoke that declared support for the introduction of the
party system to provincial politics. When it came time to elect
an executive for the new organization, he was chosen as party

14
treasurer.

His retirement from the business world in 1906 was followed
by a world tour of extended duration, and when he eventually
returned to Victoria he reported to the Colonist (28 April
1908): "After ten years' travelling in Europe, Asia and Australia,
in New Zealand, the Sandwich Islands, in the Riviera and Southern
Europe and other places, I have yet to see the equal of Victoria
among the cities of the world with regard to general situation,
climatic and other conditions. I may have seen some cleaner, but
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not prettier, more desirable, or superior in general situation."

A favourable reaction greeted his appointment on 5 December
1914 as British Columbia's new Lieutenant-Governor to succeed

Thomas Paterson.l6 Barnard formally took office on 17 December



and served a full five-year term before he in turn was replaced

by Edward Prior on 9 December 1919.17

Although this period saw
four provincial premiers and numerous problems brought on by the
First World War, the office of Lieutenant-Governor in British
Columbia had long since ceased to have any political importance
and his duties were entirely social or ceremonial.18 For example,
he served as official host for the vice-regal visits to Victoria
of the Duke and Duchess of Connaught in the summer of 1916 and
the Duke of Devonshire in November 1917. Other visitors to the
province when he was called upon to entertain included Prince
Arthur of Connaught (summer 1918), Admiral Jellicoe (November

1919) and the Prince of Wales (23-28 September 1919).19

Only on rare occasions did he come into the public view.
One such instance occurred when news of the sinking of the
Cunard liner Lusitania reached Victoria on 8 May 1915 and resulted
in a full-scale riot. Among those who lost their lives on board
the ship were fifteen residents of Victoria including James
Dunsmuir, the popular son of a former lieutenant-governor.
Frustrated by Canada's lack of military success, an angry mob
burned a German-owned brewery and beer-garden and ransacked the
German Club causing damage of over $20,000. When rumours spread
through the city that Mrs. Barnard, whose family was of German
origin, was a secret sympathizer and had held a birthday party
for the Kaiser at Government House, threats were made against
her life and on 10 May a mob tried to storm the Lieutenant-
Governor's residence. Troops had to be called in to restore
order and prevent further violence.20 One irate citizen even
wrote to Prime Minister Borden protesting that the "first lady
of B.C. should not be a German" and demanding a full investigation
of the alleged birthday party.21 The situation was so tense that
on 11 May Barnard issued a formal denial through a letter by his
private secretary, H.J.S. Muskett, to the editor of the Colonist,

who printed it the following day along with this terse comment:



Under normal conditions the publication of this
letter would have been needless, as the Lieutenant-
Governor is too well known to be called upon to
deny anything so foolish as the rumors referred

to. The entire absence of truth in these stories
ought to show the public how foolish and wrong it
is to lend credence to every wild tale that

somebody may set afloat.22

Fortunately for all concerned the incident was soon forgotten.

On 4 December 1918 Barnard himself wrote to Borden requesting
the Prime Minister to take advantage of his presence in England
to ask the Admiralty to keep "a few large Cruisers upon this
coast, if for no other reason than for that of having a force to
quell, if necessary, any rising upon the part of the I.W.W.
(Independent Workmen of the World)" whom he claimed were distributing
propaganda "of a seditious character" among the returning
soldiers. An imperial warship, he felt, would be less affected
by local concerns and more willing to use force against the
populace. The militia could not be counted on because "in the
event of labor strikes with demonstrations leading to riots, a
serious situation would arise if the soldiers were in sympathy

with the strikers."23

Borden replied from London that "having
regard to the notable and wonderful effort of Canada in this war
it would seem a most lame and impudent conclusion to ask for a
British warship on the ground that we cannot keep the peace

. . . . 24
within our own territories."

His true feelings on the subject
were made known in a letter to the acting prime minister Sir
Thomas White: "I enclose a copy of a letter from the Lieutenant-
Governor of British Columbia which in my judgement makes one of

the most absurd suggestions that ever came to my attention.“25



In recognition of his contributions Barnard was knighted in
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January 1918. Following his retirement from office he devoted

his time to travel and yachting, and also served as the president
of Evans, Coleman & Evans Ltd. of Victoria and Vancouver.27 On

11 April 1936 he died in Victoria. His obituary in the Colonist
(12 April 1936), although perhaps exaggerated was nonetheless
sincere and reflected the high esteem in which he was held:

"Sir Frank's business career... was a part and parcel of much
that has been most solid in the development of British Columbia...
He was always found ready at the call to render service to his
fellow-men... For the part that he played in the making of this
Province there is nothing but admiration and respect."28 Lady

Barnard died in 1942.
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Edgar Dewdney

Summary
Trained in Britain as an engineer, Dewdney came to British

Columbia in 1859 where he practised his profession for ten
years before entering politics. Elected as a member of the
federal House of Commons 1872-79 and 1888-92, he also held

the posts of Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories
1881-88, Minister of the Interior in the Conservative govern-
ments of Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir John Abbott 1888-92,
and Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia 1892-97. Dewdney
has won considerable acclaim for his handling of Indian
Affairs during and after the Northwest Rebellion of 1885.

"Engineer and Politician 1859-1879

Edgar Dewdney was born in Devon on 5 November 1835, and after
receiving his primary education in local schools he went to
Cardiff, Wales for training as a professional engineer. His
first intention was to make his career in India where qualified
engineers were in great demand, but after meeting Richard
Wolfenden of the Royal Engineers he became interested in the
newly constituted colony of British Columbia and decided to
seek his fortune there.l Armed with a letter of recommendation
to Governor Douglas from the Colonial Secretary, Sir Edward
Bulwer Lytton, Dewdney sailed from England on 5 March 1859
aboard the Borussia. He arrived in New York on 20 March with
£150 in his pocket, most of which he "blew in" during his

brief sojourn in the city. After a stopover of two weeks he
continued via Panama, arriving in San Francisco on 7 May and

at Victoria six days later.2
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His quest for employment soon took him from Vancouver
Island to the mainland, where the Commissioner of Lands and
Works, Colonel Moody of the Royal Engineers, gave him the job
of surveying the townsite of New Westminster. Dewdney eagerly
accepted the opportunity, and worked on the project for three
months at a salary of $125 per month. Qualified engineers and
surveyors were in scant supply so he found no difficulty in
obtaining further government commissions. In August of 1860
he and his partner, Walter Moberly, received the contract to
build a trail from Fort Hope to Similkaneen. This became
known as the "Dewdney Trail', and when reports came in of gold
discoveried in the region it was improved for use as a wagon
road.3

In 1865 he was asked by Governor Seynour to extend the
trail beyond Similkaneen to Wild Horse Creek. This would
provide an all-Canadian route for use by pack trains going into
the interior, and would eventually be linked to a wagon road
crossing the Rockies to eastern Canada. Dewdney spent the
summer of 1865 working on the extension and exploring the
Kootenay River. The trail was finished in September at a total
cost of $74,000 but fell into disuse shortly thereafter when
the gold strikes at Wild Horse Creek proved unsubstantial.4

In December of 1868 Dewdney was elected to represent
Kootenay on the colony's Legislative Council. He had not
solicited this post and remained unaware of his selection; thus
he missed attending the session from 17 December 1868 to
15 March 1869.5 He was in attendance, however, when the Council
met on 15 February 1870 to discuss British Columbia's proposed
entry into Confederation. During the debate he spoke in favour
of the union provided that the new province would receive
advantageous terms. However, on Amor De Cosmos' motion that
this should be accompanied by the introduction of full respon-
sible government he spoke less enthusiasticly: "I have yet
to meet the first individual who has expressed to me his desire

for Responsible Government."6






