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FORT CHAMBLY INTERPRETATION THEMES

This report has been prepared to guide the
museologist in the selection of themes and
material to be interpreted in the Fort Chambly
museum. For a general, narrative history of
this National Historic Site see Pierre Nadon:
Fort Chambly, A Narrative History, (Ottawa 1965)
MeReSe #17e

David Lee October 1966



Le Régiment Carignan-Salidres by Pierre Nadon



1. DNarrative

The Carignan-Salidres Regiment was formed in 1659, with the
integration of two regiments, that of Carignan and that of Balthazar.

The Carignan Regiment had been raised around 16Ll, by Thomas Francois de
Savoie, Prince of Carignan, while the Balthazar Regiment dated back to
1636. When Colonel Balthazar retired, he was replaced by M. de Salidres.
In 166L, the Carignan-Salidres Regiment took part in the French campaign
against the Turks, in Austria.(1)

In December 166l, the Regiment received at Marsal, Lorraine,
orders to proceed to'La Rochelle. It was being sent to New France. Between
June 17 and September 1L, 1665, twenty companies of the Carignan-Salidres
Regiment arrived in Canada. Four infantry companies from the Regiments
of Chambelle, Poitou, Orleans, and Lallier, arrived with le sieur de Tracy,
on the 3Cth of June, 1665. (2)

The first four companies of the Carignan Regiment to arrive were ordered,
under the command of Captain Jacques de Chambly, to proceed to the Richelieu
River. They were to begin work on a seriés of forts that would serve as

a depot for provisions and a refuge for the sick in the coming expeditions

1. The history of the Regiment is in B, Sulte, Le Régiment de Carignan,
(Ducharme, Montreal,1922). One of Sulte's sources, Colonel L.A. Victor Susane:
Histoire de l'ancienne infanterie frangaise, 8 vol. (Paris 1849-1853) has been
consulted. Another of Sulte's sources, P.G, Daniel: Histoire de la Milice,

2 vol. (Paris 1729) is in the St.Sulpice library in Montreal, and consequently
has not yet been examined. Further research can be done in the books appearing
in the list of suggested readings. The Carignan Regiment later became known

as the lj7th Infantry Regiment (France).

2. R.Roy et Malchelosse, Le Régiment de Carignan: (Ducharme,lontreal,1925),
v.23, lettre de Talon, L mai 1665, C1lA, 2; p. 130; Relations des Jésuites,
166L-1665, in Thwaite's edition (The Burrows Brothers, Cleveland 1£99)

vol. L9, p.216-22l; vol.50, pp.80~-82; Journal des Jésuites, publié par
Laverdiére et Casgrain, (Valois, Montréal, 1892), p.332.
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against the Iroquois. They were assisted by a company of Canadian
volunteers, cormmanded by le Sieur de Repentigny. At the end of August,
during the weel in which the feast of St. Louis is celebrated, (on the 25th),
the construction of Fort St.louis (later Fort Chambly) was begun. By
September it was finished. It was also in August that M. de Sorel went with
his company to the mouth of the Richelieu river and built Fort Richelieu.

In September, Saliéres led seven companies up the Richelieu, and built

Fort Ste. Thérdse. (3)

In January 1666, an expedition was launched against the Mohawks,
the most warlike of the Iroquois nation. Over 500 men including some
Canadian volunteers, assembled at Fort St.Louis. They came from Montreal,
Trois Riviéres and Quebec, and were commanded by Governor Courcelles who had
been in Canada since September 1665. Without waiting for his Algonquian
guides, Courcelles, on the 30th of January, left Fort Ste Thérése, a few
miles upstream from Fort St.Louis. The detachment lost its way, and
arrived at the British-Dutch settlement of Corlar (now Schenectady).

Except for a small enemy scout party, Courcelles did not make any contact
with the enemy. He returned to Quebec with hungry and harried troovs. (L)

While two more forts were being built on the Richelieu river,

Fort St-Jean and Ffort Ste Anne, a second expedition was organized in the
summer. However, the French force returned to Quebec after it had met Iroquois
ambassadors coming to Quebec with peace offerings. Despite these overtures

the Mohawks' true intentions remained unpredictable. Consequently in September

3. For a biographical sketch of Jacques de Chambly, see R.P. Le Jeune:
Dictionnaire Général du Canada, (U.d'Ottawa,1931) vol.2, p.137; also, B.R.H.,
1917; Relations des Jesuites 166,-1665, ed. Thwaites, vol. L9; pp.237,
252-25l;; vol. 50, pp 80-02; Memoire de M. de Salidres,B.N.F.F.,l569. The
movement of each company during that time is available from the above sources.
According to Roy, 6 carpenters arrived with the first companies to work on
the forts, [p.26).

li. Relation des Jésuites, 1665-1656, ed.Thwaites, 50: pp.130-136; Journal
des Jésuites, pv.3L0-3L2; Dollier de Casson, Histoire de Montreal 18L,0-1672,
("émoire de la Soc. hist. de Montreal, 1868) p.101. .




1666, de Tracy prepared another expedition against the Iroquois.

It was composed of over six hundred soldiers, six hundred
Canadians, and one hundred Indians. When the French arrived at the
Mohawk villages, the Iroquois had fled to the woods. The army burned the
villages and the crops. Though the Mohawks had not been annihilated, the
expedition had made an impression on the Iroquois. In the summer of
1667, following the example of the other four nations, the Hohawks made
peace with th; French. (5)

In August, Tracy returned to France with part of the troops but
about four companies remained behind to garrison the forts. In 1669,
Captain Chambly's company of 50 men was still in New France. In 1670,
six infantry companies of another regiment arrived in Canada. They were
probably integratea to what was left of the Carignan troops. Between
1666 and 1670, a good number of the Carignan troops were demobilised,
and became settlers, tradesmen, and coursurs-de-bois. Many of the officers
received seigneuries, and the more important villages of the Richelieu

valley date from that period. (6)

5. Marie de 1'Incarnation, Lettres, publié par 1l'abbé Richaudeau, (Casterman,
Tournai, 1876)2; p.32h; Nicholas Perrot, Mémoire, publié par R.P.G. Tailhan,
(A.Frank, Leipzig & Paris) pp.110-11l; Relations des Jésuites, 1665-1666,

ed. Thwaites, 50; pp.140-1,6; De la potherie, Histoire de 1'Amérique
Septentrionale, (Paris 1722), vol. 2; pp.82-8L.

6. Some of the Carignan soldiers settled at Chambly. More research is needed
here. For a complete history of the Chambly seignory see, Roy, P.G.:
Inventaire des concessions et fiefs en Seigneurie (L'Eclaireur, Beauceville,
1927) vol. 2, p.196; also, P.A.C. Report, 180L, p. 5 and 1885, p.57. For

the Carignan Regiment after 1666, see: Edit et Ordonnances, II, p.32;

A.P,C. Rapport 1899, pp.53, 238; Nicholas Perrot, Mémoires, p.ll5; Relations
des Jésuites 1667-1668, in Thwaites, 51; p.179; Faillon, Histoire de

Colonie frangaise en Canada, (Villemarie, 18665 vol. 3, p. 3L5.




2. Interpretation

General:

Abundant information is available on the military organization of
the 17th century. The Carignan-Saliéres Regiment was sent to Canada at about
the time the French army was being reorganized. Furthérmbre a distinction
can be made in the armament, dress, etc., between the Carignan Regiment and
other infantry units, such as those that came with de Tracy. At that time
some regiments belonged to the King, for example the Regiments of Chambelle,
Poitou, Orleans, Lallier, while others such as the Carignan Regiment belonged
to their Colonel.

The Canadian militia was officially formed in 1669. However,
Montreal had had a volunteer militia since 1663, and Trois-Rividres, a
compulsory militia since 1651. Both settlements supplied mén for the military
expeditions of 1666. All three documents creating these militia groups are
available. (7)

We have two maps of the 1666 campaigns, including the forts that

were built. (8)

Formation of units:

Primary sources have given us the name of the officers, the number
of men in each company, and the number of companies in the Carignan Regiment. (9)
The composition of the other units can only be established from contemporary

military organization.

Eguiggent:

Secondary sources have given us a description of the armement, viz.

7. Annuaire de Ville-larie, 3e livraison, p.373-37L; Collection Judiciaire de
Montréal; C11A, vol.3, pp.3-5; all reproduced in G. Lanctot, "Les troupes de
la Nouvelle-France, C.H.A.R., 1926, pp. LL,U5.

8. P.A.C.,Picture Division, C 16145, C 161l);; available in Manuscript
Report Series, #17.

9. Roy, Le Régiment de Carignan, pp. 1L, 18, 19, 25, 65; B.R.H., 1922; Cl1A,
vol.2, p.lL3; Susane, Histoire de l'ancienne infanterie em France,vol.l, pp. 177,
181, 187, 218, 252.
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nusquet, saber, pistol. (10) Further research will be needed to establish

if there were any "grenadiers" and artillery with the regiment. (11)

Primary sources have given us information about the soldiers!
equipment in Canada, viz., snowshoes, rations, tobogans, etc. (12) There is
a document available with a list of all the equipment used by the troops,

and its cost.(13)

We have colored pictures of the soldiers in the Carignan Regiment,
and the other four regiments that came to Canada, in 1665.(1l) Roy described
these uniforms using these pictures. (15) However, there is some doubt about
the authenticity of these pictures, for at the timse the soldiers' dress were
not uniform. A patch of ribbons over the right shoulder, and around the knes,
was a favourite way of distinguishing one regiment from the other. (16) Further
research might determine dress conclusively.

Pictures are also available of the probable dress of the Canadians

who accompanied the troops during the expedition. (17)

Flags:
The colours of the King's Regiments were white. (18) The Carignan
Regiment's flag was dark, (brown or black ?), with a white cross over it. (19)

Further research might establish this conclusively.

10. Complete description in Iioy,og.c:i’c., pp.16, 18, 22. On guns and bayonets
of the French army at the time, see Susane, op.cit., p.2L0.

11. The "grenadier" in the French army, see Susane, op.cit., p.237. There are
references to artillery pieces in the two following documents dealing with the
expeditions; Marie de 1'Incarnation: Lettres, p.32L; CllA, wl.3, p.36

12. Marie de 1'Incarnation, op. cit., pp.290, 326; Relation des Jésuites,
1665-1666, in Thwaites, vol.gg, Pp.130,132; N.Y.C.M., vol.3, p.118; Koy, op.cit.,
pp.28, 31; Mémoire de Salidres, B.N.F.F., 569,

13. Dépenses des troupes, CllA, 2, p.272; more on expenditures in Cl14, vol.2,
pp. 138, 159; 3, p.31




Jacques de Chambly:

As yet no picture has been found of the officer who built the
fort. Copies of dispatches referring to Captain Chambly, and a copy of the

document granting him a seigneury are available. (20)

1, Carignan-Salidres, P.A.C., Pic., Div., Beau V1, 10; other four regiments,
Beau VI, 33. A soldier in a typical winter dress including equipment,
"Fusillier du Régiment D'Artois", P.A.C., Pic. Div., E.Leliepvre, Acc.,
1962-129(5) .

15, Roy,gg. cit., p.20; document suggesting that the Carignan troops were
better dressed and equipped than the average, CllA, vol. 2, p. 133.

16. Susane, op. cit., pp. 196, 238.

17. Canadian militia, winter and summer, P.A.C., Pic. Div., Beau, VI, 33;
Coureur-de-bois, P.A.C., E. Leliepvre, Acc. 1962-129(16).

18. Relations des Jésuites, 166L-1665, in Thwaites, p.216.

19. In pictures of Carignan Regiment, (note 1l).

20. In B.R.,H, 1917; Roy, P.G. Inventaire des Concessions et fiefs en
Seigneurie, 2; p.196.




Further Ressearch

If further research is necessary, for example, perhaps for a model soldier,
the following sources might be helpful. Those marked with an asterisk have

been consulted.

-A. The French military organization:

There are a number of contemporary documents dealing with the
French army and New France between 1650 and 1670 in the Public Archives;
see FM 2, B 43 PM )y, A 1, vol. 13h, 157, 18L, 191, 195; FM 5, B 1, vol. 5.

#t Cossé-Brissac: Notices historiques succintes concernant les régiments
francais, ayant servis au Canada, (Paris, 1960).

Daniel, P.G.: Histoire de la milice, (Paris, 1729) 2 vols.

Dépréaux, A.: Les uniformes des troupes de la marine, (Paris, 1931).

Desjardins: Recherches sur les drapeaux, (Paris, 187L).

& Lanctot, G.: "Les troupes de la Nouvelle-France", C.H.A.R., 1926.

& La Roque de Roquebrune, R.: "Uniformes et drapeaux des régiments au Canada
sous Louis XIV et Louis XV", Revue de 1l'Universite d'Ottawa, 1950.

Margerand: Equipement et armement de 1l'infanterie, (Paris, 1945).

Mouillard, L.: Armée frangaise, (Paris, 1882).

& Revol, colonel: Histoire de 1l'armée frangaise, (Larouse, Paris, 1929).

Susane, L.A.V.: Histoire de l'artillerie frangaise, (Paris, 187L).

& Susane, L.A.V.: Histoire de l'ancienne infanterie francaise, (Paris,
181,9-53) 8 vols.

Susane, L.A.V,: Histoire de 1l'infanterie fran¢aise, (Paris, 1876-77), 5 vols.

- B. Manuscripts on the Carignan-Salidres Regiment, P.A.C., TM L, A 1:
Commandement du régiment accordé 3 Henri de Chastelard, de Salidres, 1659. (v.156)
Lettre du roi & de Salidres sur les affaires du régiment, 1665, (v. 191)

Correspondance concernant le régiment de Carignan-Salidres, et son départ
pour le Canada, 1665, (v. 192)

Document se rapportant au régiment de Carignan, (v. 199)

Lettres se rapportant A 1l'administration du régiment de Carignan, 1665, (v. 199)
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Document concernant le régiment de Carignan et 1l'expédition contre les
Iroquois, 1666, (v. 199)

Au sujet des salaires et de l'entretien du régiment de Carignan, 1668, (v. 220)

Trois lettres concernant les armes destinées au régiment de Carignan,
1669, (v. 335)



Indian Attack on Fort Chambly, 1687 by David Lee
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In the 1680's liew France was Jjust beginning to get on its feet: both the fur
trade and settleient were expanding - but this was only because peace with the
Iroquois allowed expansion. The Iroquois had almost brougnt New France to its
knees by 1660 but in 1663 the young Louis XIV took control of the colony from
the Company of Une nundred and in the next few years sent the military aeansl

to bring the Iroquois into peaceful accord with the French (1667). However,
as the fur trade expanded westward the Algonquins and Ottawa, acting as middle-
men between the French and the tribes further west, came into conflict once

again with the Iroquois acting as middle-men for the English and competing

for the same trade.

The Iroquois Confederacy counted far fewer braves than the tribes with which
they competed (econémically and militerily) but they made up for war losses

by adopnting prisoners from other tribes and, of course, they were more united
and organized than the others. They had to be: they were surrounded by
nostile tribes (including the Andastes and llohicans to the south and the
Ottawas and others to the west). .loreover, they were a sedentary tribe
dependent on the agriculture of their permanent villages: they could not just
withdraw and re-establish elsewhere like their nomadic enemies. The trader

ie la Chesnaye believed that they tried to compensate for their disadvantageous
position by ferocity in warfare:< by cannibalism and exemplarily horrible

torture they terrified their foes into submission.

See Pierre Nadon,"Le Régiment Carignan-Salidres,'"pp. 2-9.

“ Ge la Chesnaye & de Laguy, 4 noveubre 1695, P.A.C., Archives liationales,
F3, Collection ..oreau de St. Mery, II, p.6.
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By L6880 the prospect of an Indian-finglish-French conflict in the fur-bearing
Great Lakes region seemed quite possible. Closer to home the Governor of New
Prance, Jaccues René de Brisay, ilarquis de Denonville, felt that the pcace with

the Iroquois was untrustworthy because the lnglish seemed to be arming then for

war., The result was tinat Denonville decided on a preventative and intimidatory

war: in July 1687 he chose the Senecas (the wost westerly Iroquois nation) and

led an expedition against them. Several villages were destroyed anl Irench
sovereirnty declared again over all the western territories explored by La Salle

but wnich had lately been entered by English fur traders. 7The Seuecas, the stronzest
of the Five ilations, were disabled (teiporarily at least) but tihe expedition

failed to intimidate the Confederacy and, instead of uvreventinz war, led to a

renewed series of attritional Indian wars.

One of the first acts of the new Indian war was an Iroquois attack on Fort
Chanbly in October of the same year. Very little is knowm about this attack.
iy g o s o

The abbe Francols de Belmont says only that:

- - " » . . - s .
Le L octobre, 150 Agniers assidgent Chaubly ou coiwnandoit ”
:ie Du Plessis., Ils prirent un soldat, sa femnue et son enfant.”

Governor Donjan wrote Denonville indicating that four children may have been
camptured and Denonville's reply accused Dongan of fomenting the Indians!

attack on the fo:r"c,.l+

In 1677 Chambly was a tiny frontier settlement still working to clear the land:
the census of liew France taken six years earlier reported only 78 persons

including children., fhe year before the attack a garrison of 18 men and a

delmont: Histoire du Canada, P. 27, in Collection des énoires et de 2élations
sur l'histoire Ancienne de Canada, Québec, 1840. (Trans: "The fourth of
October 150 ilohawks besieged Chambly where i{, Du Plessis was commanding. They
captured one soldier, his wife and child.") See also CILIA, 10, pp. 160-162,

,, 'émoire Instructif, 30 octobre 1683,

~ Jongan a Denonville, 12 octobre 1687, CIIA, 9, fo. 164, p. 234; Denonville a
Dongan, 12 mai 1688, CIIA, 10, (partie 1), fo. 46, p. 8.
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lieutenant (nrobably ..arine troops) were sent to reoccupy the fort which had

been et since the late L660's. 2 Presumably the swall nuaber of settlers could
and did take refuge inside the fort during the attack and perhaps in the years
following when the Iroquois terrorized the countryside during the Indian and

inglish wars which continued for more than a decade.

The Swaner of 1082 bands of .lohawks sirept down the Richielieu burning houses and
gilling livestock at Contrecoeur, Sorel, St. Ours, and St. Irancois.  war
between England and France (beginning in 1689) worsened the situation and for
several years lew Frauce was disturbed by both English and Indian raids. For
example, in 1989 occurred the infamous Lachine iassacre, in 1690 the unsuccessful
invasion of kew Prance by Admiral +illiam Phipps and, in 1692, raids along the
south shore of the St. Lawrence including the Seilgneury defended by .ladeleine de
Versheres, Peace was declared between Enzland and France in 1697 but it was not
until 1701 that an Indian peace allowed New France to get back to the full-

time task of developing a colony.

Around 1668 Rayaond Blaise de Bergeres, (commandant 1638-96) brought to the fort
a young dog from his previous command (iiiagara). The garrison trained the dog
vo carry messages through the Iroquois-infested forests to LaPrairie :ladeleine
and other nearby nosts. The dog was placed on the army rolls under the name
Uionsieur de HiagaraM and thereby qualified to receive ariy rations like any
other soldier, This practise was continued for several years and even after

his death for, when the accounts were being reviewed, it was always possible to

say that the dog was '"en course.” 6 The dog could have been a real asset for

CLLA, 8, fo. 6, p. 18, Denonville au !Hninstre, 8 mai los6; F.AC., 4G, 7,
. Bibliothecue Nat;onal Collectlon Clalrambault, vol. 883, lémoire, Io. 208, p. 1l.
Collection des hanuscrlts ees Rélatifs & la Nouvelle-France, vol. 1, po. 606-607.
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Governor Frontenac reported in 1692 that de Berg'eres had to keep his garrison

at Chambly ever alert because "les ennemis sont presque tous les Jjours au pied

7

de ses palissades."

7 Frontenac au ifinistre, 15 sepembre 1692, R.A.P.Q., 1927-28, p. 121.



Settlement at Fort Chambly, 1670-1700 by Antonio Jurkovich
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Seigneurs and Seigneury

The fort of Chambly was built in 1665 as a base tor the ofifensive
expedition against the Iroquois conducted by the Carijman-Saliéres Regiment
(1665-1666). Jacques de Chambly was the commander of the fort (1665-1666)
and it is possible that he took care of it between 1667 and 1672 - the years
winen settlement began.1 On the 29th of October 1672, Louis XIV granted the
seigneury of Chambly to Chambly, at the same time as St-Ours and Saurel
received their military settlement. The seigneury had: "Six lieues de terre
de front sur une lieue de profondeur & prendre sur la riviére St-louis scavoir
trois lieues au nord de ladite riviére, (deux lieues en deg¢d du fort qui y est
basty et une lieue au-deld) et trois lieues au sud de la riviére."

(See Translation below).2 On 22 October 1673, the seigneury was sold to a man
named Jean de Lau-Lamotte because of de Chambly's transfer to Acadie.3

However, the seigneury reverted to Chambly because Lau-Lamotte was not able

to pay for it. Between 1673 and 1679, tae history of the seigneury, is obscure.
However, on the 1lth May 1679, Jacques de Chambly donated the seigneury to
Marie-Francoise lavanet, who is believed to be a close relative of his.h
"Damoiselle Tavanet" died in 169l and left the seigneury to Marguerite-Joseph
Thavanet (who also received the part of Elisabeth de Masselin who held a part
of Chambly seigneury); Marguerite-Joseph Thavanet was the wife of Joseph Hertel,
sieur de La Fresniére, who became the seigneur of Chambly the 11lth October 169l,

by act of fealty and hommage in Quebec.5 He remained seigneur until 1723.

Translation:
Six leagues of frontage on the river St. Iouis by one league

deep; that i1s to say, three leagues on the north shore of the
said river, two leagues on this side of the fort and one league

above, and three leagues on the south shore of the said river.






