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Introduction

Nahanni National Park is best known within the Parks Canada
organization for its incredible variety of spectacular physical and
biological features. The bibliography and literature review for the park
(Addison, 1974a, 1974b) also emphasized the bio-physical knowledge largely
because so little was known of the humanity areas, i.e. history. Work by
us, since 1974 has confirmed that, as far as resources on which to base a
history, the South Nahanni watershed must rank with the most depauperate
regions in Canada.

Preliminary work indicated a dearth of material in archives. It
was soon evident that, whatever history of the area existed, did so primarily
in the minds and possessions of a relatively small number "old-timers" of
the area.

Parks Canada, in an unprecedented and exciting move for the
background information inventory of a new National Park, let contracts to
acquire Nahanni history by interviewing some of these old-timers (Addison,
1975a; 1975b; 1976). A great deal of valuable information was acquired and
the results were encouraging enough to proceed with further work. However
the initial work outlined a series of new problems.

Oral histories are notoriously inaccurate, especially when people
are recalling events of 30, 40 or even 50 years ago. There are many reasons
for this; among them with time we tend to remember events as we wish to
remember them, old age takes its toll and so often two people perceive the
same events differently. Thus the material from which the Nahanni history
could be developed is fraught with inconsistencies, contradictions and
unconfirmed statements and dates. Subsequent interviews are expected to
sort much of this out. However, this can only be done if the existing data
is organized into some sort of framework. Hence this preliminary chronology.
A second function of the chronology is to provide Parks Canada personnel
with a brief overview of the Nahanni history insofar as it is known at
this stage.

Users of this work should be quite aware of one fact about this
chronology--it is tentative and contains conflicts as to details and dates.



Quite purposefully, no attempt is made to resolve these conflicts at this
stage, since much more information is forthcoming. If Parks Canada personnel
wish more detailed information on any aspects of this outline we would

be pleased to try to provide it.

Finally, the history of the Indians of the South Nahanni area is
completely ignored in this work, except for a few individuals who were
associated with whites at various times for short intervals. This ignorance
of the Indian history is due to a number of factors. First, we don't speak
or understand the native languages and therefore can't communicate effectively.
Second, being from a foreign culture we Tlack understanding of the native
culture and therefore are treated with suspicion. OQther problems exist as
well. Hopefully parallel work to the white history will be done by native
scholars, for the few glimpses we have of the Indian history suggests it is
at least as fascinating as that of the whites, if not more so.

Methods

The primary level of organization in any chronology is time. In
this case the secondary level is by names of people and organizations and
the tertiary level is by their actions.

The first round of compilation was a search of all the literature
in the preliminary Nahanni bibliography (Addison, 1974). Then a significant
quantity of new Titerature, accumulated since compilation of the bibliography,
was searched. A1l news clippings listed in the bibliography and those
accumulated since, were searched. Finally, the old-timer interviews,
accumulated to date, were searched.

Entries in the chronology are most commonly made without judgment.
This means that in the case of conflicting dates the same entry may be found
under two different years. In some cases of conflict it was possible to
resolve them at this time or at least to comment on possible solutions. If so,
this has usually been done.



It is also worth noting what material has not been searched
in compiling this chronology. It has not been possible to include the
exhaustive work required to search the La Flair diaries and ledgers;
nor the archival material in the Public Archives of Canada or Hudson's Bay
Company Archives; nor the letters of Nahanni old-timers which are known to
exist in various locations. These areas should be searched at some time.
References, when Tisted in this chronology, can be found completely
cited in the preliminary Nahanni bibliography (Addison, 1974). Annotations
here are generally brief and ignore most details. The greater the time
and number of events covered by a given annotation the more general it
must inevitably be. Thus some of the important events appear to be treated
very lightly. More detail information can be had by resorting to works
listed in the bibliography.

A Suggestion

The policy statement on national parks] makes it quite clear that
a National Park is an area "of outstanding natural features". The word
historical appears only twice in the document (p. 4, 12), while in the
section on "Criteria for National Parks" it appears not at all. Thus
history appears to be very low in the scale of features important to a
National Park. In the introduction to the policy statement, other types
of parks are listed, amongst them "National Historic Sites, Features or
Areas". Obviously history is very important in these parks and presumably
natural features are given short shrift in them. Therefore there appears
to be a dichotomy between National Parks and National Historic Sites,
Features or Areas. This dichotomy is generally evident amongst existing
parks of both types.

Nahanni is important to Canadians and historians, for the history
here foreshadows that for much of the remainder of the District of
Mackenzie as well as parts of the Yukon and District of Keewatin. For
instance, the first real interest in minerals in the western N.W.T. was the

1 Canada. Dep. Indian Affairs North. Development, Nat. Hist. Parks

Branch. 1969. National Parks Policy. 21 p.



Nahanni gold, which only slightly postdates the Klondike. In transportation,
what appears to be the second flight ever into the N.W.T. was into the
Nahanni in 1929. 1In the early 1930's when air travel was struggling for
life in the North, traffic into the Nahanni helped sustain the dream of
viable air transport. In the development of the fur trade the Nahanni has
enjoyed an enviable reputation for terrestrial furbearers. More recently
the big game resources of the Nahanni have regained the fame they once had,
with the reopening of sport hunting in 1965. But perhaps most of all the
Nahanni has generated the legends which seem to draw Canadians' interest in
their North. Amazingly enough, the facts are often more exciting than the
half-truths of the legends and this real history has yet to be told, recorded
and written. Thus in so many fields, commerce, transportation, trapping,
mineral exploration, law enforcement, religion, recreation and legend, the
Nahanni area typifies the North. This chronology provides a glimpse of
the uniqueness of the Nahanni history.

Thus Nahanni National Park is truly unique amongst existing parks.
It admirably meets the criteria for a National Park. Yet its history and
legends, perhaps moreso than its natural features, attract people to it.
That history both represents and predates that of a broad expanse of Canada's
North thus qualifying it as a Historical Area. Nahanni could be Canada's
first National Park and Historic Area.



1825-24

A. R. McLeod, chief trader at Mackenzie's River Forks (Fort Simpson),
travelled in the early winter up the South Nahanni for a short distance.
This was to start communication with the Nahanis for fur trading.

J. M. MclLeod became a clerk for Chief Trader A. R. MclLeod, and was soon

sent up the Nahanni, to try and increase trade with the Indians. He travelled
as far as the Caribou River overland from the Jackfish River. There appears
to have been at Teast 20 individuals in the party, possibly more. The trip
was made in June and July. Contact was made with the Nahanis.

J. M. McLeod made the same trip up the Nahanni and cross country to a
tributary of the Flat River and succeeded in bringing back natives to
Fort Simpson.

1887

R. G. McConnell mapped the geology of the Mackenzie River Basin area.
In 1887, he travelled down the Liard from Lower Post to Fort Simpson.
He described the bedrock geology of Nahanni Butte and the physiography
of the immediate area.

1888-89

Albert Faille was born at New Salem, Pennsylvania and brought up by
foster parents.

1895

Leigh Brintnell, born in Belleville, Ontario. He Tlearned to fly with
the R.A.F. in 1916.

1898

Gus Kraus was born to Anna and Adam Kraus in Chicago.



1898 (conT.)

R. M. Patterson was born in Durham County, England, in May.

Jack Stanier started to go to the Klondike and went upstream on the
Nahanni at least as far as the First Canyon.

According to A. Faille, there was a party of Charles Camsell, his brother
and another man camping at the Meilleur River, on their way to the
Klondike. They stopped at Frances Lake.

A. J. Stone, while studying mammals on the Stickine, Dease and Liard

Rivers travelled as far as Nahanni Butte. He calls it the Nahanni Mountains.
He stopped here while travelling from Fort Liard to the Mackenzie. Here

he found white mountain sheep. This was in late May. )

1901

Bill Clark born in Banffshire, Scotland.

1904

Frank McLeod, William McLeod and Robert Weir apparently went up the South
Nahanni River to prospect for gold. Willie had found gold the previous year,
and it was assumed they were heading for Bennett Creek (Gold Creek). In
1934, their apparent placer workings were found on Bennett Creek.

This date is often given as the date in which Willie McLeod returned with
gold from his first trip. It may have been earlier.

1305

Willy McLeod, son of Fred McLeod and Margaret Firth and nephew of Frank
and Willy McLeod, was born at Fort Nelson.



1906

Poole Field moved to the Nahanni area (Nahanni Butte) and began trading there.

1907

Willy McLeod says that the bodies of his uncles, Willy and Frank were found

by Sgt. Joy of the RCMP and Poole Field and one of the Lafferty boys. There
is some relationship to this story and some others. Most people say Poole
Field was in the party. No year is given, but he does say that this was three
years after the brothers originally went into the area.

1908

Billy and Mary Atkinson had wintered up the Flat River, above Irvine Creek,
having come into the area, from Ross River, across country and down the
Nahanni.

From July 1907 to July 1908, Joseph Keele examined the Pelly, Ross and
Keele (Gravel) River areas, studying the topography and geology of the
areas. It would appear that he was in, or very close to the South Nahanni
watershed in late winter (early in 1908). He travelled, with R. B. Riddell
and J. M. Christie up the Ross River through a gap in the mountains, to the
head of the Keele River.

Charlie McLeod, with search party, found the remains of brothers William
and Frank in Deadmen Valley. An RCMP paper states that there were
5 prospectors in the party, two of whom were brothers of the McLeods. (Shaw)

G. C. F. Dalziel born in Winnipeg. He started flying in 1935.

1909

Cpl. A. H. L. Mellor, stationed at Smith's Landing was sent up the South
Nahanni to investigate the McLeod brothers' deaths. Cpl. Mellor, while
returning from his patrol to Deadmen Valley in August 1909, met Martin
Jorgenson, prospector, who was headed for the Nahanni. O0Osias Meilleur had
also met Martin Jorgenson when Jorgenson was heading for Nahanni country, in
summer, 1909. Meilleur was on his way out of the country at that time.



1910

Osias Meilleur met again with Martin Jorgenson at Fort Simpson, by which time
Jorgenson had teamed up with Willie Atkinson in 1910. By 1911, Atkinson

and Jorgenson split up and Meilleur and Jorgenson returned that summer

to the Nahanni where they stayed until spring of 1912. At this time, they
came out to Simpson.

1911

Osias Meilleur and Martin Jorgenson overwintered in the Nahanni, and built
a cache about a mile above the mouth of the Flat River.

1912

In the spring of 1912, Jorgenson purchased clothes, rifle, etc. planning to
spend the following winter season on the Nahanni.

Meilleur, his partner at this time, stayed only until fall on the Nahanni
and then returned to the mouth of the Nahanni to spend part of the winter.

They had agreed to meet in Simpson during the summer of 1913, but Jorgenson
did not show up.

Laffertys staked on Clausen Creek. Tested coal (transcript should read
gold) and worked on it.

1913

According to Meilleur, from what Indians apparently told him, they saw
Jorgenson (Martin) during 1913 on the Flat River travelling towards what
they called "Big Mountain". At this time, according to Gus, he gave a note
to a trapper "Jules" to give to his partner Billy Atkinson. The note was
instead given to Mrs. Field (the former wife of Billy), who then passed it on
to Poole.

1914

Osias Meilleur went back into the Nahanni in 1914, and during the fall,
located a burned down shack at the place where he and Jorgenson had built
their cache in 1911. He also found a loaded rifle, revolver and clothes,



1914 (conT.)

among which he recognized trousers of Jorgenson. He did not report this
to the police. He wintered in the area. It is strange that he did not
report finding Jorgenson's body, which Poole Field subsequently found in
the same location.

Poole Field arrived in the Nahanni country, from the Yukon, Tooking for
Jorgenson and the gold that he had said he'd found.

Jack LaFlair was at the mouth of the Nahanni from 1914 onwards, and also
trapped the country. His original store was at the bottom of The Splits,
from where he also trapped.

1915

Meilleur overwintered in the Nahanni area during 1914 and in 1915 (spring)
returned to Simpson.

Apparently, Olaf Bredvic, Poole Field and Billy Atkinson located the
skeleton of Martin Jorgenson at his cabin on Sept. 28. They arrived in
response to a note sent to Billy Atkinson from Martin with an Indian saying
he had found gold. Kraus and Clark claim only Poole Field and an Indian
campanion found the body. The RCMP weren't notified of the death until 1916.
In most accounts, 0. Meilleur is linked in some way to Jorgenson. The
discrepancies in the different versions of this event and mystery of the
circumstances are greater than that for any other disappearance except

the McLeods.

Jack (Alvin John) LaFlair was independent trader at Nahanni Butte from
1915 to 1950. Contradiction here--Gus says he trapped and traded from
the foot of The Splits for a few years before moving to the Butte.

1916

Corporal David Churchill and Special Cst. Hope, left Fort Simpson on
August 14 and arrived at the burned shack of Jorgenson on Sept. 21.

The remains had been buried by the three discoverors (1915) of Jorgensen's
body and these were dug up for examination. Problems arose due to not
knowing the exact location of the remains before burial. The case was
dropped due to the disturbances of evidence. A map and description of the
area accompanied his report.
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1916 (conT.)

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

1917

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

1918

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

It appears that Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.
Probably from 1918 to 1924 if, in fact, they were there.

1919

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Northern Traders Ltd. may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

1920

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.
Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

According to Fiennes, James Watts, geologist, took a hunting trip in the
valley of the South Nahanni River. As with most things, Fiennes is in
error. Watts was in the area in 1946.
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1921

Annie Lafferty (Laferté?), a niece or sister of Mrs. P. Field (nee Lafferty),
disappeared while on a hunting party with the Fields in the Flat River area.
Bi11l Clark had the story from Poole Field and Mrs. Field. The usual date
given is 1920 but the LaFlair diary indicates 1921.

World War I veteran John 0'Brien tells RCMP he is going to trap in the
Nahanni Valley.

Jack LaFlair was trading at Nahanni Butte.
Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

"A. F. E. Brown and Frank Rae, July 1921." This is inscribed on a tree
that Patterson saw at Irvine Creek in 1928, and then in 1951, though
fallen by then. Faille cut the blaze out in 1951. (This should perhaps
read Afe Brown.) There may have been four people in the party. The
location is not absolutely clear, but Gilroy found the names of Langdon,
Rae, Brown and Smith, June 25 and 27 cut on a (second?) tree for this date
apparently near McLeod Creek. Also recorded on the tree, same year, were
"Liard Smith and Indian, June 15".

Poole Field, Ed Clausen, Jonas and Henry Lafferty had a camp opposite
The Hotsprings, from which they were prospecting. They overwintered in
the area. Jonas was in touch with a neighbouring trapper, 0'Brien, who
was camped down river from them.

In about 1921, the McLeod case was reopened by the RCMP when an unnamed
brother of the McLeods', other than Charlie, made allegations that Weir

was working for the CNR under an assumed name. This was disproved, but

in 1922 he wrote the Dept. of Justice saying Weir was around Fort Providence.
This was denied by others, and the case again dropped. Charlie McLeod
brought the story up yet again in June 1922 and no convincing after

talking to the suspected Weir (a new one) could persuade him he was wrong.

1922

Poole Field, Ed Clausen, Jonas and Henry Lafferty appear to have been
overwintering across from The Hotsprings, prospecting. Jonas and one
other person found 0'Brien frozen to death that winter.
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1922 (conT.)

On January 27, John O'Brien left the cabin shared with his partner to check
traps, advising he would be gone 8-10 days. About a month Tlater his

frozen body was found by the partner and a neighbouring prospector. Neither
of these two is mentioned by name and the area is reported only as being

the Nahanni valley. The prospector was apparently Jonas Lafferty.

G. S. Hume and M. Y. Williams both led parties by the mouth of the South
Nahanni, though they were working essentially together. They travelled
down the Liard River and the Mackenzie River, stopping at Nahanni Butte,
on the 21st to 24th of June, if not longer. Williams at least climbed the
Butte.

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

1923

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

1924

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Northern Traders may have been trading at Nahanni Butte.

1925

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.
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1926

J. Stark and R. J. Stevens may have entered the Nahanni country in this year.
If so, they stayed in the area for three years. However, Patterson implies
that their first year was 1928 when they went upstream together.

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

1927

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Albert Faille came into the Nahanni area to prospect and trap the Flat
River Area. He stayed for three winters. Patterson travelled part way
with him.

R. M. Patterson arrived at Nahanni Butte in July, and travelled up the Nahanni,
sometimes in company with A. Faille. In the Butte, they stayed at P. Field's
cabin, though Field was not at home at the time.

Patterson came back out of the Nahanni at the end of August. Patterson
travelled as far as Virginia Falls and a short distance up Caribou River.

J. Stark and R. J. Stevens stayed in the Nahanni, moving up to the Flat
River by 1927. They were prospecting, without much success.

Fenley Hunter made his first trip up the Nahanni, surveying, up as far as
Deadmen Valley in the summer. It is uncertain that Hunter made this trip.
Hunter doesn't mention it, nor does anyone else.

1928

Jack LaFlair, independent trader at Nahanni Butte.

Poole Field started trading at Nahanni Butte as an independent trader.
Actually, according to Clark, Poole went up to the upper end of The Splits with
his family in this year as the Indians were there in the winter. He and Harry
Camsell lived in tents there that winter. Bill Clark says Poole obtained

his supplies from The Bay.
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1928 (conT.)

Albert Faille had already come up the Nahanni River in 1927. He stayed in
for three winters. 1928 and '29 spent at Scot Creek.

Carl Aarhuis and Ole Loe were staying somewhere up the Jackfish River,
over the winter of 1928-29, prospecting to some extent.

In May, Patterson travelled down the Liard to Nahanni Butte with Gordon
Matthews. They travelled part way up the Nahanni, with Starke and Stevens
for some of the trip. They built a cabin in Deadmen Valley for overwintering.
Starke and Stevens built one at the mouth of Caribou River.

At Christmas, Matthews went out to Simpson to re-outfit. In August they
met with the NAME outfit.

J. Starke and R. J. Stevens trapped in the winter of 1928-29 at the mouth
of Caribou River. They met with Patterson and Matthews in June of 1928, and
travelled together for awhile.

Fenley Hunter went up the South Nahanni River as far as Virginia Falls,
which he named after his daughter. He was a gentleman explorer. Also
looked for gold. Companions were George Ball, prospector, and Albert
Dease (Indian). He met Albert Faille on the trip, and a few days later,
met R. M. Patterson and Gordon Matthews near The Hotsprings.

Charlie MclLeod, C. M. "Grizzly" Simmonds, J. A. Davidson and W. H. Wrigley
travelled down parts of the South Nahanni River in canvas canoes. They had
been prospecting on McLeod Creek for N.A.M.E. (Northern Aerial Mineral
Exploration Ltd.). Gus Morrison, who appears to have prospected with them
in part in the Nahanni, flew in and out of the area. Captain Harry (H.A.)
Oakes flew one of the two N.A.M.E. planes in. The other pilot was Captain
R. D. Adams. They travelled in sometime in the summer and came out in the fall.
They had 1ittle prospecting success, if the fact that they never recorded
any claims is meaningful.

What were assumed to be "Yukon Fisher's" bones were found on Bennett Creek
by members of the N.A.M.E. expedition. He had come out previously with
coarse nuggets, the source of which were unknown.

Noseworthy (initials not given) seems to have been a geologist for Dominion
Explorers. He examined stakings on Prairie River for the company.
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1929

Jack LaFlair, in the Nahanni area, trading from the Butte. He had contact
with Patterson during that winter. He built a big store at the Butte.
Previously he had had a combined house and store.

Gus Kraus records the presence of two people "Captain" and "Iron" in 1929,
as evidenced by a note in charcoal on a stake. According to Beaver Indians
who camped briefly with Gus in 1934, they were two Indians, who with a
group of other Indians, had been working Bennett Creek before 1904. The
Indians said that the McLeods had followed the Indians into the country.

Bill Clark made a side trip up the Nahanni in May when he got up to Nahanni
Butte to check The Bay's outpost run by S1im Vibbard. Bill Clark, George
Sibbeston, Harry Camsell, Poole Field, Ole Loe and Carl Aarhuis intended to
go into the Prairie Creek galena deposit but couldn't get overland into
Prairie Creek, so they staked galena showings on Lafferty Creek.

Bill also made a late summer trip up the Nahanni and into the Prairie Creek
galena deposit with Poole Field, Harry Camsell, Angus Sherwood, George
Sibbeston, Diamond C and possibly "old Charlie Yohee". They staked it then.
Bill flew out to Edmonton, stopping at Fort Smith to record the claims.

He went home to Scotland, returning in 1930.

In the early part of the year, Patterson was alone hunting mainly for food.
By the end of January when Gordon had not returned, Patterson travelled
over the ice down to Nahanni Butte, where he stayed with Jack LaFlair for
a few days.

He then travelled on to Fort Simpson, where he met with Matthews again. They
travelled back into the Nahanni about March. They met with Starke and Stevens
again in May, as well as with Greathouse and Southard and Quinlan. Patterson
and Matthews were prospecting as well as trapping. By May, they came back

out to Nahanni Butte.

At one time, eight unnamed Indians appeared at Matthews' and Patterson's cabin.

A1 Greathouse, Harry Southard and Quinlan were in their cabin slightly
down river from Deadmen Valley. They could have come in during 1928--
probably they did, but the only definite information we have is that they
were there when Matthews went down river at the end of 1928 and again in
February when Patterson went down.

Later in the winter, after trapping and a little prospecting, the three
moved on, staying a few days with Matthews and Patterson at their cabin.
Since no gold rush had begun, they had decided to head for the Beaver

River and trap. Southard however, cut himself, and the going was too tough,
so they camped by the mouth of the Meilleur where they remained until
Patterson and Matthews left the country in May.
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1929 (conT.)

In the spring of 1929, Bill Clark met Carl Aarhuis and Ole L6e in Deadmen
Valley. They also seemed to be prospecting, though they did not go in
with Clark. They did stake with Clark's group on Lafferty Creek. Aarhuis
and Loe had overwintered in the Nahanni.

Patterson met them near their cabin early in 1929.

J. Starke and R. J. Stevens trapped over the winter of 1928-29 at the
mouth of Caribou River. They came out late in the spring of 1929.
Arrangements had been made with Patterson and Matthews the previous year
to meet at Deadmen Valley, and they would come out together, which they
did in May.

Poole Field, his family and Harry Camsell overwintered at the upper end
of The Splits. Poole was doing some trading. According to sources, The
Bay sponsored him. He didn't trade full-time by any means. At one time,
he traded from a location near where Dick Turner's store was.

Albert Faille had come into the Nahanni River area in 1927. He travelled
up river and stayed for three winters. At Scot Creek in 1929.

Mr. and Mrs. Mattson and a niece lived, at least part-time in a cabin at
the bottom of The Splits for a few years, it would appear. They would trap
in the winter and come out to Simpson for the summer.

J. M. Gilroy and Andy Hay left Edmonton to travel to the Nahanni gold mines
in April. Dispatches were sent back as they travelled. Angus Hall had
teamed up with them by April 18 at Fort St. John. A second party, consisting
of Fred Hasler, Billy Hill, W. "Curly" Cochrane (guide and trapper) and
George Spangler left from Fort St. John towards the end of April. The two
parties didn't unite until they reached the diggings, then came out together.
The Hay party travelled the last part of the trip to the diggings overland,
and Hall went ahead. He was not seen again. They started prospecting at
McLeod Creek with no success, then prospected further afield again with no
success. Hall apparently made it as far as Seaplane Lake. It is thought
that he got to Bennett Creek as a bootprint like his was found.

Vibberd (Vibert?) was running The Bay's outpost at the mouth of South
Nahanni at that time. (Nickname S1im).






