NATIONAL HISTORIC PARKS DIRECTION DES LIEUX ET DES
AND SITES BRANCH PARCS HISTORIQUES NATIONAUX

MANUSCRIPT REPORT NUMBER
TRAVAIL INEDIT NUMERO 238

KEJIMKUJIK NATIONAL PARK
"WE'VE HELD OUR OWN"

by
DR. JAMES MORRISON
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF L.M.B. FRIEND

(1977)

PARKS CANADA . PARCS CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES
AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS INDIENNES ET DU NORD



Kejimkujik National Park

"We've Held Our Own"

An Oral & Documentary History of
Northern Queens & Southern
Annapolis Counties, Nova Scotia

by Dr. James Morrison

with the assistance of L.M.B. Friend
1977



The Manuscript Report Series is
printed in a limited number of
copies and is intended for internal
use by the Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs. Copies of each
issue are distributed to various
public repositories in Canada for
use by interested individuals.

Many of these reports will be
published in Canadian Historic
Sites/Lieux historiques canadiens
and may be altered during the
publishing process by editing or
by further research.

La série intitulée Travail inédit
est imprimée 3 tirage limité pour les
besoins du ministére des Affaires
indiennes et du Nord canadien. Des
exemplaires de chaque rapport sont
distribués 3 des archives publiques
au Canada, ol les intéressés peuvent

les consulter.

Bon nombre de ces rapports
paraitront dans la revue intitulée
Canadian Historic Sites/Lieux histori-

ques canadiens, et pourront étre

remaniés ou mis 3 jour.

QS-7062-012-EE-Al



iii

Kejimkujik National Park
"We've Held Our Own"

by Dr. James Morrison

with the assistance of L.M.B. Friend

o F N

12
14
18
24
30
31
32
41
L
L6
50
51
57
60
62
64
68
72
73
75
79

Indians and Immigrants
Original Inhabitants
The European Intrusion
Settlement: Exploitation and Expansion
The Interior Settled
Pioneers to Northern Queens
Entrepreneurs and Increased Immigration
Reactions and Adaptations
Farms, Fairs and Apple Failures
"Scientific" Agriculture in Northern Queens
The Agrarian Life
Agricultural Promotion: The Exhibition
Markets for the Farmer
The Apple Industry
Pine, Pulp and Butter Boxes
Beginnings of the Timber Trade
The "Woods Work"
The "White Water" Work
Processing the Timber
Pine to Pulp
Brookfield Buckets
Gold: The Promise Unrealized
Mining at Whiteburn
Molega - The Many-Monied Interests
Brookfield - Wilbur and His Water Problems



83
87

iv

The Thirties and Renewed Interest

Impact - Increased Income and Immigrants

93 When Work Was Done

100
104
111

Church and Society
Teachers and the Taught
"We're Too Organized"
Poets and Politicians

116 Tent Dwellers and Model T's

119
124
126
132

The Renowned Jim Charles
Pleasure Seekers
.«.Their Transport
«+.Their Accommodation
...Their Hosts

135 Conclusion
140 Endnotes
196 Bibliography

Illustrations

225 1 Map 1. Western Nova Scotia and area of study.

227 2 James Fullerton More, Queens County historian ca.1880.

231 3 Mrs. William Burke, wife of the first settler in
Northern Queens County, ca.1850.

233 4 Smith homestead (no date).

235 5 Map 2. Map of Brookfield Land Grants 1816.

237 6 Michael Sypher, one of the early settlers in Maitland
Bridge and his two daughters, n.d.

241 7 Hay wagon, Northern Queens County, ca.l1l920 (no source).

243 8 Wagon for meadow haying, Jake's Landing, Lake Kejimkujik
ca. 1915.

245 9 North Queens Exhibition Grounds, Caledonia ca. 1900.

247 10 The North Queens Fruit Packing Co. Ltd., Caledonia

ca. 1930.



251

253

255
257

261

263

265

267
269

271
275
277
279

281

285

287

289

291

293

11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18
19

20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27

29

Rowter's Logging Camp, Milford lakes; left to right:
William Rowter, his sons thn and Robert, and Archie
Martin, 1908.

Rowter's Mill, Milford Lakes, John Rowter of Maitland
Bridge, cook, fourth from left, back row, ca.l1l905.
James Cushing General Store ca.l1900.

Nova Scotia Woodenware Factory, South Brookfield ca.
1935.

W.L. Libbey, President and Manager of Brookfield
Mining Company.

Map 3. Plan and sections of Brookfield Gold District,
Queens County 1908.

Nova Scotia Central Railway at Brookfield Mines, Queens
County ca.1906.

Brookfield Mines, kitchen and "feed home" ca.l1931l.
Molega Mines. Truck owned by John Seldon, Boiler and
Stamp Mill on left and Shaft house on right, 1928.
Miners at North Brookfield Gold Mines, ja.l1l903.

Map 4. Caledonia Corner ca.l1888.

Maitland Bridge School 1907.

Main street Caledonia looking south on #8 highway
ca.l1l930.

"Gold Hunter Building" ca.l1l930.

Milford House, South Milford ca.1890.

View from porch of Kedgemakoogee Lodge, ca.l1l815.

"The Tent-Dwellers". L. to R. Charles (the Strong)
Charleton, Del (the Stout) Thomas, Eddie (Brachen)
Breck, ca. 1925.

Indian camp at Centennial celebration, South Brookfield
1899.

Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Mills. Will Mills was owner of
Kedge Lodge 1909-1944, ca.1900.



vi

295 30 Laurie Mitchell, manager of Kedge Rod and Gun Club
1910.
297 31 Map 5. Cabin and site locations within Kejimkujik

National Park ca.l1l960.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION

Reference has been made in the report to two different sets
of photos. The first is the "P" series the negatives of
which are held by both the Atlantic Regional Office and
Kejimkujik National Park. A number of these also appear in
the list of illustrations for this report. The "MP" (Mcdern
Photographs) series is a collection of black and white
photographs taken by the author and now in the possession of
the Kejimkujik National Park. These are included as

illustrations in this report.



Indians and Immigrants

In a letter to the editor of the "Gold Hunter and Farmer's
Journal" in 1920, a former resident of Queens County expressed
a sentiment that was to take four decades to accomplish.

"...every effort must be made to pass the

establishment of the National Park in all

the county North west of Rossignol (Lake)

.... Every other province in Canada now

has such a park and the loveliest possibility

of them all is still in danger of being
commercialized."l
The commercialization that the writer, Reverend Charles
Johnson, referred to continued until the early 1960s. A%t
that time large sections of Queens and Annapolis Counties,
as well as a small slice of Digby County were surveyed and
in 1965 a park was established under the authority of the
National Parks Act and known as Kejimkujik National Park.
(See Map 1)

The name of the Park came from its principal attraction,
Kejimkujik Lake, into which three rivers, Little River, West
River and Mersey River, and a number of smaller streams and
freshets flow. Bounded by luxuriant green meadows and
extensive woodlands, its sole drainage is the Mersey River.
This river flows southward for thirty miles and empties into
the Atlantic Ocean at Liverpool. The lake, the Park, and the
area bounding it have been mute witnesses to the passage of
Nova Scotia history in all its diversity. The early Indian
occupants, the transient French traders, the pre-Loyalists



and Loyalist settlers, and the Irish and Scottish immigrants
all utilized the fertile soil, the well-stocked lakes, and
the abundant woodlands that characterize this region of Nova
Scotia.

That which is to follow will examine the history of this
area from 1800 to 1940 and provide a composite picture of life
during this period. The historic role of the area now known
as the Kejimkujik National Park with regard to the area around
it will thus be clearer than it is at present. This is not
the history of just a National Park but of the region in
which it is situated. Although political boundaries (i.e.
county lines) are crossed by this study (See Map 1), the
social and economic characteristics of the region are such
that it can and will be treated as a distinctive unit.

Original Inhabitants
To realize the impact of the Indian on this area one need
only look at a map and note the place names of Peskowesk,

Hilchemakaar, Pebbleloggitch and, of course, Kejimkujik.2
All are names that have survived the influx of the European
travellers and settlers. The fact that this area was important
to the Indians should thus be realized by the number of place
names that still exist. It would also be well to point out
that those names give evidence of what was of importance to
the Indian for they are all of rivers, lakes and streams.
These were the highways of the Indian and the names given
them served as directional as well as descriptive aids to
the traveller.3

Generally, the Micmacs are considered to be the original
native people of Nova Scotia or "Megumage" as it was called.
Evidence of human occupation in southwestern Nova Scotia goes
back at least four millennia.u These peoples were the
ancestors of the present day Nova Scotian Indians - the



Micmac. They followed a semi-nomadic existence which went
through a series of modifications dependent on their geographic
location but the route remained basically the same - to the
sea in summer and to the sheltered interior of Nova Scotia
in winter. Therefore, the summer food was sea produce
(shellfish and clams) while the winter meant meat and any
fish or eels that could be taken from the rivers and lakes
of the interior. The central area of southwestern Nova
Scotia was a network of waterways and evidence of Micmac
residence is not difficult to locate. Archaeological finds
at Indian Gardens on Lake Rossignol led Mr. J. Erskine to
state that winter camps were made inland beside a lake or
river and summer camps on the shore were pitched on open
beaches.5 Central southwestern Nova Scotia or "Gespogoitg"
was ideal for much frequent migration and the shores of both
Lake Rossignol and Lake Kejimkujik7 show signs of Indian
occupation. Neither is more than twenty-five miles from the
ocean which is easily reached by a system of portages and
waterways. The lifestyle of the Indian then was not greatly
disrupted by the Europeans' arrival in the 16th century.
The Europeans were content to remain on the coast, to fish
and to pay the Indians in iron and copper to bring furs from
the interior. A mutually-acceptable relationship was thus
established with the Indians receiving metal goods and in
return sharing their knowledge with the newcomers of how to
survive in this harsh new world. However, as the number of
Europeans increased and the full weight of their technology
was brought to bear, the relationship changed. The Micmacs
began to rely on the Europeans for their metals and thus
destroyed indigenous material production. The new relation-
ship also led to a greater exploration of the hinterland for
animal pelts. One would assume that the Indians' relation-
ship with nature was also altered.

Finally, of course, the Europeans did not all belong to



one "tribe" and therefore, to act as an ally to one was to
become an enemy of the other. The Micmacs, for their part,
chose to be allies of the French.

The European Intrusion

The French, who arrived in this area in the 16th century, did
not change their sedentary European ways when they came to
the New World. They built their homes and villages mainly
on the coast and travelled between these settlements rather
than take their settlement with them as the Indians had done.
Their penetration of new areas was simply as transient
traders on their way to a destination near the sea which was,
in turn, the highway to their homelands. They had already
begun to insinuate themselves into the Indian nomadic pattern
even before Annapolis Royal was founded in 1605. When Sieur
de Monts sailed into what was later to become Liverpool
Harbour in 1604, he found a Captain Rossignol already there
and conducting a flourishing trade with the Indians of the
interior.8 Consequently, this port and the large inland lake
already mentioned bore this Captain's name - Rossignol. By
1632, a fishing operation had been established at Port
Rossignol by Nicholas Denys. It was, however, such a
strategic location for fish and lumber as well as for trade
in furs with the Micmacs in the interior that it can be
speculated that settlements were established there before
Denys' attempt at a centre for fishermen.9 The Mersey River
was, after all, a much-used highway linking the Bay of Fundy
waters and the Atlantic Ocean and, as mentioned above, there
was quite possibly a large settlement of Micmacs at Indian
Gardens with whom trade could be carried on.

The French then had settlements at each end of the area
under study, Port Royal and Port Rossignol, and apparently
travelled through from "Bay" to ocean during the 17th century.



This seventy-two mile journey, however, was not lightly
regarded by the French and was always undertaken with Indian
guides. The first documented trip across this area was by
Monsieur De Meulles in 1686.

"I was" told that I could go across country by

canoe to Port Rossignol or Lahaive ['_310] by a

route thirty leagues long. I was reluctant to

undertake this trip, for some of the inhabitants

said it was very difficult and others that it

was impossible. (Nevertheless) I considered

the communication between Lahaive and Port

Royal so necessary for the settling of Acadie

that I risked everything that might happen
and decided to leave two days later."lo
De Meulles does not describe the areas through which he
travelled,although one can guess where he may have been,but
he certainly found it a hardship. On the fifth day of his
journey he and his companions reached Port Rossignol after
completing what he calls "one of the hardest (trips) one
could make in a lifetime".ll

By the 18th century this route was being utilized as a

. s s ; 12
major inland route of communication.

At the same time
Acadian settlers were penetrating inland from their settlements
on the shores of the Annapolis Basin in search of farmland
and possibly an escape from the official surveillance of Port
Royal. They were mostly farmers who supplemented their
income with hunting, trapping and some lumbering to satisfy
their own needs - not unlike the British settlers who were
to gain access a century later to this resource-rich
hinterland.

The 18th century saw a constant contest between
European powers to gain and consolidate their empires. Nova
Scotia, yet another pawn, was swept into this contest.

Port Royal, a strategic fortification that controlled



the hinterland, as well as the Bay of Fundy, was exchanged a
number of times by the British and French. Finally, in 1710,
it came under permanent British control, and in 1713
peninsular Nova Scotia was passed over to the British. The
Acadians and Micmacs were thus caught in a dynamic struggle
over which they had little control. Many fled to Isle
Royale (Cape Breton) to enjoy the protection of the French
force in the fortress Louisbourg.13 However, the majority
of the Acadians remained on their farms and ignored the
British suzerainty as best they could. The Micmacs, given
their nomadic life-style, remained beyond the pale of British
administration and their only contact with the Europeans was
through the Acadians who still travelled the interior for
furs. Thus, an almost symbiotic relationship of support and
mutual tolerance between the two cultures was maintained
unhindered by the British administration.

By the mid-18th century, however, the Imperial stage
was about to erupt once more in war and the Acadians were
considered expendable. The expulsion that came in 1755
removed most of the Acadians from the province although a
few utilized their relationship with the Indians to flee

14

inland. The ports and the farmlands were now cleared for

new settlers from America and Europe.

Settlement: Exploitation and Expansion

It cannot be said that the coming of the New England British
and German settlers to the coastal region of southwestern
Nova Scotia had any immediate impact on the interior of this
area. Lake Rossignol and Lac du Port Royale (Kejimkujik
Lake) were noted on a 1757 French map in the Public Archives
of Nova Scotia but they held little allure for the few sea-
bound settlers of Liverpool, Lunenburg and Annapolis Royal.
Significantly, the New England township system of land grants



was used15 and this, together with defence considerations,
discouraged a rapid expansion inland. The hinterland was
looked upon as the woodlot to be exploited by the settlements
on the coast.16

By the Treaty of Paris in 1763 the British empire
established its paramountcy over the whole of what is now
known as Nova Scotia. Boundaries had already been drawn in
1759 and five counties, viz. Annapolis, Cumberland, Halifax,
Kings, and Lunenburg, had been established.17 Three years
later on July 21, 1762, the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova
Scotia was advised by his council that the townships of
Liverpool, Yarmouth, and Barrington be erected into a county,
to be called "Queens County", and "that a writ[:be] issued to
elect members to represent the new county in the assembly".l8
With the great influx of Loyalists to Nova Scotia during and
after the American Revolutionary War, Queens County was
drastically reduced in size by the formation of Shelburne
County in 1784 where many of the Loyalists had settled. New
boundaries were authorized on December 16, 1785, and these
are basically the same boundaries that are used today.19
The demarcation of Yarmouth (1836) and Digby (1837) Counties
completed the political division of this area.

Those who came to settle the coastlines of southwestern
Nova Scotia were not strangers to the area nor were they,
for that matter, strangers to America.20 They were chiefly
fishermen from Cape Cod and Nantucket who were well acqﬁainted
with the southern and western shores of the colony they were
about to make their home. Governor Charles Lawrence's
promises of religious liberty, elected representatives, and
land grants to intending settlers were probably secondary to
the possibility of readily accessible fishing grounds. The
committee that petitioned the Nova Scotia government in
regard to the Liverpool township in 1759 stated:

"...a great part of their group [liverpool settleré]



were people of substance, owners of valuable
vessels, both fishing and coastal; others,
however, fishermen and farmers needed trans-
portation and some allowance of provision."21
By 1760, the Chief Government Surveyor, Charles Morris,
described the settlers at Liverpool as satisfied and busy.22
They quickly established a flourishing community and it is
their spirit of independence and enterprise that survived
and was carried to the northern section of the county in the
next century.

Extensive farming was out of the question on the rock-
bound coast. However, lumbering soon became a mainstay of
the economy as the merchants utilized their ships for more
than just the fish trade. The search for timber was to be
the major raison d'étre for the initial penetration of the
interior. By 1762, three water-powered sawmills were established
at the new settlement of Milton two miles up the Mersey River
from Liverpool.

The wood products of the interior and its export were
to be the key to Liverpool's survival for the many decades
to come. It was also to draw the inhabitants of the coastal
areas farther and farther inland up the Mersey and Medway
Rivers.  Along the valleys of these two rivers grew large
stands of white pine - a wood that was in some demand in the
West Indies and Great Britain. With the advent of the
American Revolutionary War23 followed by the French
Revolutionary War, there was an enormous surge in shipbuilding.

White pine of more than 24" diameter was sought by the Royal

Navy2H

birch and sugar maple for the decking, and spruce for oars

as well as other types of timber - oak for the keel,

and paddles. The "woodlot" behind Liverpool was one of many
that could be and was exploited.

Initially, the Medway and Mersey rivers were transport
routes just as they had been for the Indians and French.



The numerous log drives followed the large rivers down to the
coast. Increasingly, however, the river was becoming a power
source to drive the grist and saw mills that were being built
on its banks. This inhibited the log drives (especially in
the 19th century) and an additional means of transport had

to be found. Liverpool, being a community whose existence
was dependent on the sea, was never overly enthusiastic about
roads generally, except for the reason mentioned above. The
Assembly in Halifax wished to encourage a transportation
network in order to transform this empty hinterland bordered
by fishermen and merchants into a viable colony. Perhaps
also they did not wish to lose it to the Americans as they
had almost done in the 1770s and 1780s, and therefore some
effort had to be made to increase communication along the
coastline and, at the same time, to encourage settlement
inland.

The bustling settlement of Shelburne, with its large
though, as it turned out, temporary, Loyalist population of
10,000, was "land-bound". It lacked the sea-going men of
Liverpool or Lunenburg and therefore sought roads to connect
it with other Nova Scotian set'tlements.25 A road from
Shelburne to Annapolis was begun in 1785 by Captain Pell
with government support. However, by 1790 it was still
unfinished and by the turn of the century only a-dotted line
showed where the road might have been. Liverpool was also a
favoured destination for a road from Shelburne. In 1787 a
sum of 350 pounds was granted for a road between Shelburne
and Liverpool. Shelburne's enthusiasm for such a road was
not shared by the Liverpool townsmen. Thus, the enforcement
of the statute labour law requiring Liverpool to build half
the road was fiercely resisted. Liverpool's interests were
directly inland - not along the coast - and for the next
decade 1little was done on the roads in this area.

In 1797 plans were laid for a road other than the






