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PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 

Reference has been made in the report to two different sets 

of photos. The first is the "P" series the negatives of 

which are held by both the Atlantic Regional Office and 

Kejimkujik National Park. A number of these also appear in 

the list of illustrations for this report. The "MP" (Modern 

Photographs) series is a collection of black and white 

photographs taken by the author and now in the possession of 

the Kejimkujik National Park. These are included as 

illustrations in this report. 



Indians and Immigrants 

In a letter to the editor of the "Gold Hunter and Farmer's 

Journal" in 1920, a former resident of Queens County expressed 

a sentiment that was to take four decades to accomplish. 

"...every effort must he made to pass the 

establishment of the National Park in all 

the county North west of Rossignol (Lake) 

.... Every other province in Canada now 

has such a park and the loveliest possibility 

of them all is still in danger of being 

commercialized." 

The commercialization that the writer, Reverend Charles 

Johnson, referred to continued until the early 1960s. At 

that time large sections of Queens and Annapolis Counties, 

as well as a small slice of Digby County were surveyed and 

in 1965 a park was established under the authority of the 

National Parks Act and known as Kejimkujik National Park. 

(See Map 1) 

The name of the Park came from its principal attraction, 

Kejimkujik Lake, into which three rivers, Little River, West 

River and Mersey River, and a number of smaller streams and 

freshets flow. Bounded by luxuriant green meadows and 

extensive woodlands, its sole drainage is the Mersey River. 

This river flows southward for thirty miles and empties into 

the Atlantic Ocean at Liverpool. The lake, the Park, and the 

area bounding it have been mute witnesses to the passage of 

Nova Scotia history in all its diversity. The early Indian 

occupants, the transient French traders, the pre-Loyalists 
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and Loyalist settlers, and the Irish and Scottish immigrants 

all utilized the fertile soil, the well-stocked lakes, and 

the abundant woodlands that characterize this region of Nova 

Scotia. 

That which is to follow will examine the history of this 

area from 1800 to 1940 and provide a composite picture of life 

during this period. The historic role of the area now known 

as the Kejimkujik National Park with regard to the area around 

it will thus be clearer than it is at present. This is not 

the history of just a National Park but of the region in 

which it is situated. Although political boundaries (i.e. 

county lines) are crossed by this study (See Map 1), the 

social and economic characteristics of the region are such 

that it can and will be treated as a distinctive unit. 

Original Inhabitants 

To realize the impact of the Indian on this area one need 

only look at a map and note the place names of Peskowesk, 
2 

Hilchemakaar, Pebbleloggitch and, of course, Kejimkujik. 

All are names that have survived the influx of the European 

travellers and settlers. The fact that this area was important 

to the Indians should thus be realized by the number of place 

names that still exist. It would also be well to point out 

that those names give evidence of what was of importance to 

the Indian for they are all of rivers, lakes and streams. 

These were the highways of the Indian and the names given 

them served as directional as well as descriptive aids to 

the traveller. 

Generally, the Micmacs are considered to be the original 

native people of Nova Scotia or "Megumage" as it was called. 

Evidence of human occupation in southwestern Nova Scotia goes 
it-back at least four millennia. These peoples were the 

ancestors of the present day Nova Scotian Indians - the 
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Micmac. They followed a semi-nomadic existence which went 

through a series of modifications dependent on their geographic 

location hut the route remained basically the same - to the 

sea in summer and to the sheltered interior of Nova Scotia 

in winter. Therefore, the summer food was sea produce 

(shellfish and clams) while the winter meant meat and any 

fish or eels that could he taken from the rivers and lakes 

of the interior. The central area of southwestern Nova 

Scotia was a network of waterways and evidence of Micmac 

residence is not difficult to locate. Archaeological finds 

at Indian Gardens on Lake Rossignol led Mr. J. Erskine to 

state that winter camps were made inland beside a lake or 

river and summer camps on the shore were pitched on open 

beaches. Central southwestern Nova Scotia or "Gespogoitg" 

was ideal for much frequent migration and the shores of both 
7 

Lake Rossignol and Lake Kejimkujik' show signs of Indian 
occupation. Neither is more than twenty-five miles from the 

ocean which is easily reached by a system of portages and 

waterways. The lifestyle of the Indian then was not greatly 

disrupted by the Europeans' arrival in the l6th century. 

The Europeans were content to remain on the coast, to fish 

and to pay the Indians in iron and copper to bring furs from 

the interior. A mutually-acceptable relationship was thus 

established with the Indians receiving metal goods and in 

return sharing their knowledge with the newcomers of how to 

survive in this harsh new world. However, as the number of 

Europeans increased and the full weight of their technology 

was brought to bear, the relationship changed. The Micmacs 

began to rely on the Europeans for their metals and thus 

destroyed indigenous material production. The new relation­

ship also led to a greater exploration of the hinterland for 

animal pelts. One would assume that the Indians' relation­

ship with nature was also altered. 

Finally, of course, the Europeans did not all belong to 
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one "tribe" and therefore, to act as an ally to one was to 

become an enemy of the other. The Micmacs, for their part, 

chose to be allies of the French. 

The European Intrusion 

The French, who arrived in this area in the 16th century, did 

not change their sedentary European ways when they came to 

the New World. They built their homes and villages mainly 

on the coast and travelled between these settlements rather 

than take their settlement with them as the Indians had done. 

Their penetration of new areas was simply as transient 

traders on their way to a destination near the sea which was, 

in turn, the highway to their homelands. They had already 

begun to insinuate themselves into the Indian nomadic pattern 

even before Annapolis Royal was founded in 1605- When Sieur 

de Monts sailed into what was later to become Liverpool 

Harbour in 160^, he found a Captain Rossignol already there 

and conducting a flourishing trade with the Indians of the 
o 

interior. Consequently, this port and the large inland lake 

already mentioned bore this Captain's name - Rossignol. By 

1632, a fishing operation had been established at Port 

Rossignol by Nicholas Denys. It was, however, such a 

strategic location for fish and lumber as well as for trade 

in furs with the Micmacs in the interior that it can be 
speculated that settlements were established there before 

o 
Denys' attempt at a centre for fishermen. The Mersey River 
was, after all, a much-used highway linking the Bay of Fundy 

waters and the Atlantic Ocean and, as mentioned above, there 

was quite possibly a large settlement of Micmacs at Indian 

Gardens with whom trade could be carried on. 

The French then had settlements at each end of the area 

under study, Port Royal and Port Rossignol, and apparently 

travelled through from "Bay" to ocean during the 17th century. 
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This seventy-two mile journey, however, was not lightly 

regarded by the French and was always undertaken with Indian 

guides. The first documented trip across this area was by 

Monsieur De Meulles in 1686. 

"I was' told that I could go across country by 

canoe to Port Rossignol or Lahaive (sic] by a 

route thirty leagues long. I was reluctant to 

undertake this trip, for some of the inhabitants 

said it was very difficult and others that it 

was impossible. (Nevertheless) I considered 

the communication between Lahaive and Port 

Royal so necessary for the settling of Acadie 

that I risked everything that might happen 

and decided to leave two days later." 

De Meulles does not describe the areas through which he 

travelled,although one can guess where he may have been,but 

he certainly found it a hardship. On the fifth day of his 

journey he and his companions reached Port Rossignol after 

completing what he calls "one of the hardest (trips) one 

could make in a lifetime". 

By the 18th century this route was being utilized as a 
12 major inland route of communication. At the same time 

Acadian settlers were penetrating inland from their settlements 

on the shores of the Annapolis Basin in search of farmland 

and possibly an escape from the official surveillance of Port 

Royal. They were mostly farmers who supplemented their 

income with hunting, trapping and some lumbering to satisfy 

their own needs - not unlike the British settlers who were 

to gain access a century later to this resource-rich 

hinterland. 

The 18th century saw a constant contest between 

European powers to gain and consolidate their empires. Nova 

Scotia, yet another pawn, was swept into this contest. 

Port Royal, a strategic fortification that controlled 
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the hinterland, as well as the Bay of Fundy, was exchanged a 

number of times by the British and French. Finally, in 1710, 

it came under permanent British control, and in 1713 

peninsular Nova Scotia was passed over to the British. The 

Acadians and Micmacs were thus caught in a dynamic struggle 

over which they had little control. Many fled to Isle 

Royale (Cape Breton) to enjoy the protection of the French 
13 force in the fortress Louisbourg. J However, the majority 

of the Acadians remained on their farms and ignored the 

British suzerainty as best they could. The Micmacs, given 

their nomadic life-style, remained beyond the pale of British 

administration and their only contact with the Europeans was 

through the Acadians who still travelled the interior for 

furs. Thus, an almost symbiotic relationship of support and 

mutual tolerance between the two cultures was maintained 

unhindered by the British administration. 

By the mid-18th century, however, the Imperial stage 

was about to erupt once more in war and the Acadians were 

considered expendable. The expulsion that came in 1755 

removed most of the Acadians from the province although a 

few utilized their relationship with the Indians to flee 
Th 

inland. The ports and the farmlands were now cleared for 

new settlers from America and Europe. 

Settlement: Exploitation and Expansion 

It cannot be said that the coming of the New England British 

and German settlers to the coastal region of southwestern 

Nova Scotia had any immediate impact on the interior of this 

area. Lake Rossignol and Lac du Port Royale (Kejimkujik 

Lake) were noted on a 1757 French map in the Public Archives 

of Nova Scotia but they held little allure for the few sea-

bound settlers of Liverpool, Lunenburg and Annapolis Royal. 

Significantly, the New England township system of land grants 
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was used •* and this, together with defence considerations, 
discouraged a rapid expansion inland. The hinterland was 

looked upon as the woodlot to he exploited by the settlements 

on the coast. 

By the Treaty of Paris in I763 the British empire 

established its paramountcy over the whole of what is now 

known as Nova Scotia. Boundaries had already been drawn in 

1759 and five counties, viz. Annapolis, Cumberland, Halifax, 
17 Kings, and Lunenburg, had been established. ' Three years 

later on July 21, I762, the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova 

Scotia was advised by his council that the townships of 

Liverpool, Yarmouth, and Barrington be erected into a county, 

to be called "Queens County", and "that a writTbej issued to 
"I o 

elect members to represent the new county in the assembly". 

With the great influx of Loyalists to Nova Scotia during and 

after the American Revolutionary War, Queens County was 

drastically reduced in size by the formation of Shelburne 

County in 178^ where many of the Loyalists had settled. New 

boundaries were authorized on December 16, 17851 and these 
19 are basically the same boundaries that are used today. ' 

The demarcation of Yarmouth (I836) and Digby (I837) Counties 

completed the political division of this area. 

Those who came to settle the coastlines of southwestern 

Nova Scotia were not strangers to the area nor were they, 
20 for that matter, strangers to America. They were chiefly 

fishermen from Cape Cod and Nantucket who were well acquainted 

with the southern and western shores of the colony they were 

about to make their home. Governor Charles Lawrence's 

promises of religious liberty, elected representatives, and 

land grants to intending settlers were probably secondary to 

the possibility of readily accessible fishing grounds. The 

committee that petitioned the Nova Scotia government in 

regard to the Liverpool township in 1759 stated: 

"...a great part of their group [Liverpool settlers] 
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were people of substance, owners of valuable 

vessels, both fishing and coastal; others, 

however, fishermen and farmers needed trans-
21 portation and some allowance of provision." 

By 1760, the Chief Government Surveyor, Charles Morris, 
22 described the settlers at Liverpool as satisfied and busy. 

They quickly established a flourishing community and it is 

their spirit of independence and enterprise that survived 

and was carried to the northern section of the county in the 

next century. 

Extensive farming was out of the question on the rock-

bound coast. However, lumbering soon became a mainstay of 

the economy as the merchants utilized their ships for more 

than just the fish trade. The search for timber was to be 

the major raison d'etre for the initial penetration of the 

interior. By 1762, three water-powered sawmills were established 

at the new settlement of Milton two miles up the Mersey River 

from Liverpool. 

The wood products of the interior and its export were 

to be the key to Liverpool's survival for the many decades 

to come. It was also to draw the inhabitants of the coastal 

areas farther and farther inland up the Mersey and Medway 

Rivers. Along the valleys of these two rivers grew large 

stands of white pine - a wood that was in some demand in the 

West Indies and Great Britain. With the advent of the 
23 American Revolutionary War J followed by the French 

Revolutionary War, there was an enormous surge in shipbuilding. 

White pine of more than 2k" diameter was sought by the Royal 
2k Navy as well as other types of timber - oak for the keel, 

birch and sugar maple for the decking, and spruce for oars 

and paddles. The "woodlot" behind Liverpool was one of many 

that could be and was exploited. 

Initially, the Medway and Mersey rivers were transport 

routes just as they had been for the Indians and French. 
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The numerous log drives followed the large rivers down to the 

coast. Increasingly, however, the river was becoming a power 

source to drive the grist and saw mills that were being built 

on its banks. This inhibited the log drives (especially in 

the 19th century) and an additional means of transport had 

to be found. Liverpool, being a community whose existence 

was dependent on the sea, was never overly enthusiastic about 

roads generally, except for the reason mentioned above. The 

Assembly in Halifax wished to encourage a transportation 

network in order to transform this empty hinterland bordered 

by fishermen and merchants into a viable colony. Perhaps 

also they did not wish to lose it to the Americans as they 

had almost done in the 1770s and 1780s, and therefore some 

effort had to be made to increase communication along the 

coastline and, at the same time, to encourage settlement 

inland. 

The bustling settlement of Shelburne, with its large 

though, as it turned out, temporary, Loyalist population of 

10,000, was "land-bound". It lacked the sea-going men of 

Liverpool or Lunenburg and therefore sought roads to connect 
25 it with other Nova Scotian settlements. A road from 

Shelburne to Annapolis was begun in 1785 by Captain Pell 

with government support. However, by 1790 it was still 

unfinished and by the turn of the century only a-dotted line 

showed where the road might have been. Liverpool was also a 

favoured destination for a road from Shelburne. In I787 a 

sum of 350 pounds was granted for a road between Shelburne 

and Liverpool. Shelburne's enthusiasm for such a road was 

not shared by the Liverpool townsmen. Thus, the enforcement 

of the statute labour law requiring Liverpool to build half 

the road was fiercely resisted. Liverpool's interests were 

directly inland - not along the coast - and for the next 

decade little was done on the roads in this area. 

In 1797 plans were laid for a road other than the 
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traditional water route which De Meulles had taken. It would 

connect Liverpool with the Bay of Fundy shore at Nictaux. 

Initially planned as a "path through the woods", the Nova 

Scotia Assembly granted a total of 400 pounds in 1799 and 

1800 to make bridges and causeways on the road, thus 

transferring it into a more ambitious endeavor than either 

Nictaux or Liverpool had thought it would be. Further 

grants made it a tempting venture for unscrupulous 

contractor in both settlements and within a decade the road 

was best known for scandals and extravagant wages. Instead 

of opening up the farmlands in the interior, the road 

followed the barrens. The sparsely populated forest settle­

ment that was thus established was derisively named 

"Brookfield in the Wilderness".2 

Obviously, the aim of the roads being planned and built 

was not simply to connect two centres but to open up the 

timberland and farmland in the interior. In 1801, a fund of 

1,000 pounds was established to encourage families to settle 

along these roads, farm the land, and provide overnight 

shelter for travellers. Each family that would settle would 

receive 25 pounds. 

Food production was very important to Liverpool for, in 

the face of an increasing population, it was not self-sufficient. 

From the beginning, it was not the farming that had attracted 

the settlement of Liverpool, for in that town "The soil was 

very poor and filled with stones. Flour was so dear that it 
27 was almost prohibited by the price." By 1773 "the situation 

had become so critical that there was talk of leaving Liver­

pool due to the lack of farm produce. However, with the 

ready supply of timber for lumbering and shipbuilding, the 

town grew a pace and the Imperial conflicts of Britain in 

the last quarter of the 18th century played no small part in 

this growth. The census of 1787 shows a population of 1,434 

for the county. Almost 1,000 men, women and children lived 


