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INTRODUCTION 

The following brief reports have been prepared by the 

Historical Research Section of the Canadian Inventory of 

Historic Building in an attempt to collect some data about 

early Canadian architecture. They do not pretend to repre­

sent exhaustive research on any building: they are irregu­

lar in the depth of information they contain, and they do 

not attempt to cover all of the early, or even important 

buildings in any community. Instead, they represent only a 

selected sampling of interesting early Canadian building 

which has been researched to obtain comparative data. 

Any style denominations given to these buildings must 

be considered temporary only. Final denominations will be 

applied to conform with the definitions of Canadian styles 

as they are outlined by the Architectureal Analysis Section 

of the Canadian Inventory of Historic Building. 

This manuscript has been compiled for the use of CIHB 

historians; consequently, it is organized in consecutive 

geocode order. A geocode is comprised of 14 digits, e.g. 

06106 0001 00047. The first group of digits (06106) indi­

cates the province and city or area; the second (0001) gives 

the name of the street; the final five digits (00047) repre­

sent the number of the street address at the time the 

building was recorded by the CIHB (in this case, 47). 

The centre four digits provide the key to the organiza­

tion of reports in this manuscript. A list of street geo-

v 
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codes or street names in geocode order is given below to 

indicate their consecutive order. Buildings on the same 

street will be found in order of their street address number. 

Geocode Street Name 

06106 0001 00000 Wellington Street 
06106 0003 00000 Barrack Street 
06106 0004 00000 King Street East 
06106 0005 00000 Montreal Street 
06106 0006 00000 Ontario Street 
06106 0009 00000 Queen Street 
06106 0010 00000 Sydenham Street 
06106 0011 00000 Ordnance Street 
06106 0012 00000 Bagot Street 
06106 0014 00000 Clergy Street East 
06106 0015 00000 Rideau Street 
06106 0019 00000 Barrie Street 
06106 0024 00000 Beverly Street 
06106 0025 00000 Centre Street 
06106 0027 00000 Edgehill Street 
06106 0028 00000 Collingwood Street 
06106 0029 00000 King Street West 
06106 0036 00000 Portsmouth Street 
06106 0037 00000 Clarence Street 
06106 0040 00000 Earl Street 
06106 0041 00000 William Street 
06106 0043 00000 Johnson Street 
06106 0076 00000 Union Street 
06106 0081 00000 Simcoe Street 
06106 0082 00000 Maitland Street 
06106 0088 00000 George Street 
06106 0094 00000 Hillcroft Crescent 
06106 0108 00000 Royal Military College 
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INDEX BY STREET ADDRESS 

Geocode Address Building Name 

06106 0012 00107-109 107-109 Bagot St. 
06106 0012 00490 490 Bagot St. 
06106 0003 00085 85 Barrack St. 
06106 0019 00018 18 Barrie St. 
06106 0019 00034-36 34-36 Barrie St. 
06106 0019 00072 72 Barrie St. 
06016 0019 00286-288 286-288 Barrie St. 
06106 0024 00086 86 Beverly St. Lakeview 
06106 0025 00026 26 Centre St. Elmhurst 
06106 0025 00035 35 Centre St. Lightburne House 
06106 0037 00086 86 Clarence St. Old Post Office 
06106 0014 00146 146 Clergy St. E. St. Andrew's 

Manse 
06106 0028 00068 68 Collingwood St. 
06106 0040 00132 132 Earl St. Armory Apartments 
06106 0040 00155 155 Earl St. Kerr House 
06106 0040 00161 161 Earl St. Fraser House 
06106 0027 00028 28 Edgehill St. Edgehill House 
06106 0088 00055 55 George St. 
06106 0094 00026 26 Hillcroft Cres. Hillcroft 
06106 0043 00222 222 Johnson St. 
06106 0043 00280 280 Johnson St. Wesley Terrace 
06106 0004 00053 53 King St. E. Murney House 
06106 0004 00095 95 King St. E. 
06106 0004 00132-138 132-138 King St. E. 
06106 0004 00156 156 King St. E. La Salle Apts. 

(formerly Earl 
Place) 

06106 0004 00191 191 King St. E. Cartwright House 
06106 0004 00224-226 224-226 King St. E. 
06106 0004 00264 264 King St. E. Gildersleeve 

House 
06106 0004 00266 266 King St. E. St. George's 

Cathedral 
06106 0004 00294 294 King St. E. Customs House 
06106 0004 00390 390 King St. E. 
06106 0029 00018 18 King St. W. Murney Tower 
06106 0029 00271-279 271-279 King St. W. Morton's Cottages 
06106 0029 00437 437 King St. W. Copsewerth Lake-

view 
06106 0029 00440 440 King St. W. St. Helen's 
06106 0029 00555 555 King St. W. Warden's Residence, 

Kingston Penitentiary 
06106 0029 00623 623 King St. W. Portsmouth Town 

Hall 
06106 0029 00740 740 King St. W. Rockwood 
06106 0029 00799 799 King St. W. Newcourt 
06106 0082 00013 13 Maitland St. Elmlodge Saint's Rest 
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06106 0005 00100 100 Montreal St. Kingston 
Armouries and 
Drill Hall 

06106 0006 00128-132 128-132 Ontario St. 
06106 0006 00251 251 Ontario St. Ontario Street 

Fire Hall 
06106 0011 00178 178 Ordnance St. 
06106 0009 00213-219 213-219 Queen St. 
06106 0009 00286-288 286-288 Queen St. 
06106 0036 00508 508 Portsmouth Ave. Eldon Hall 
06106 0015 00064-66 64-66 Rideau St. Cataraqui School 
06106 0015 00075 75 Rideau St. 
06106 0108 00001 Royal Military The Commandant's 

College House, Gate­
house, Wall, 
and Cottage 

06106 0081 00032 32 Simcoe St. 
06106 0010 00014 14 Sydenham St. Mcintosh Castle 
06106 0010 00023 23 Sydenham St. 
06106 0010 00024 24 Sydenham St. Hochelaga Apts. 
06106 0076 00012 12 Union St. St. James 

Anglican Church 
06106 0001 00047 47 Wellington St. Wellington St. 

School 
06106 0001 00270-4 270-274 Wellington St. 
06106 0001 00308 308 Wellington St. Wellington St. 

or Bajus Brewery 
06106 0041 00020 20 William St. Kingston House 

Apts. 
06106 0041 00030 30 William St. Frontenac Club 

Apts. 



"Nothing in the Least Interesting or Remarkable": 

Some Relationships between Architecture and 

Society in Preconfederation Kingston 
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i) Introduction 

Located at the northwest bank of the confluence of the 

Cataraqui River and Lake Ontario, Kingston was founded 

during 1783-84 on the site of a former French fort and fur 

trading post. For nearly half a century it was the most 

populous community in Upper Canada (now Ontario), only being 

overtaken by York (after 1834, Toronto) about 1831. 

Originally the townsite was laid out on the northeast bank, 

on the heights now occupied by Fort Henry and the town of 

Barriefield; as the Loyalist influx forced the authorities 

to move with some despatch, the town was laid out in 1784 by 

the surveyor, John Collins, around the fortifications and 

merchants' wharves which had already been set up on the 

western side of the river. A street pattern of two regular 

grids was set out, the curve of the harbour being fitted in by 

setting a triangular section between the two grids. 

Gradually town lots were surveyed and by 1815, 336 numbered 

lots, five large lettered lots and twenty water lots had 

been granted. 

Though Kingston's early period was marked by physical 

growth and economic prosperity, the town's basis for con­

tinued economic development were chimerical. Lacking a 

potentially prosperous hinterland, Kingston participated 

only marginally in the tremendous, if irregular, economic 

growth of the 1850s and 1860s. The canalization of the St. 

Lawrence River in the 1840s and 1850s robbed Kingston of 

much of its raison d'etre, for it eliminated much of the 

2 



need for transhipment trade which had been the fundamental 

basis for its growth. During the sixties, as a result of 

this transition and of the withdrawal of a large part of the 

troops stationed in Kingston, the town actually declined in 

population. By 1881, for example, Toronto had grown so 

rapidly that it was more than six times larger than Kingston, 

and the latter was being challenged for its dominance as the 

regional centre of Eastern Ontario by much younger communi-

2 
ties such as Ottawa, Brockville and Belleville. 

This rapid rise, followed by a long period of compara­

tive economic quiescence, has been much lamented by several 

generations of Kingstonians, but this pattern of growth, for 

architectural historians, has had one happy result: Kingston 

now possesses one of the finest collections of pre-

Confederation residential and commercial buildings in 

Central Canada. In spite of the depredations of fire, in­

dustrialization, and the ubiquitous developer, probably only 

Quebec City and Niagara-on-the-Lake have, on a per-capita 

basis, a greater proportion of early buildings. As one 

twentieth century architect has noted, Kingston "is a most 

interesting place for the architect who has a liking for 

3 

looking into the past. It is an old English town". 

Not only has the city been reasonably fortunate in 

preserving and adapting a good deal of its nineteenth cen-
4 

tury architectural heritage, but Kingston is also a 
striking example of the melding of its architecture and its 

locality; specifically, Kingston possesses as fine a collec-

3 



tion of limestone structures as one can find anywhere in 

Canada. Hence it provides an unusually rich source for the 

study of many aspects of nineteenth century building; this 

relative richness has already been exploited by 

architectural historians such as Margaret Angus, Douglas 

Stewart and Marion Macrae and their work has resulted in an 

encouragingly large quantity of published and unpublished 
5 

work on Kingston's architects and buildings. The purpose 

of this survey is not to repeat observations and analyses 

provided elsewhere, but to focus on two inter-related 

themes, the physical growth of the community and the range 

and location of architecturally important buildings. The 

eight maps attached (see figures 1 to 8) are designed to 

give some idea of the scale of development up to 1869, and 

substitute for an extended account of the community's 

growth. It should be noted, however, that such a 

representation should not be taken too literally for, while 

the town grew outwards towards the suburban farm lots, the 

inner core, the "original survey", underwent a continuous 

process of renewal and rebuilding. Like most Ontario 

communities, therefore, Kingston is characterized not by 

"rings" of growth but by an urban landscape of considerable 

temporal, and therefore architectural, diversity. 

ii) First Period of Settlement 1784-1812 and 1812-1838 

The period before Kingston's incorporation as a town in 1838 

may be usefully subdivided into two definable sections, the 

4 



crucial point of division being the War of 1812. 

Though there is a good deal of information about the 

development of the town up to 1812, little is known of its 

architecture and only four major buildings from this period 

appear to have survived: a fragment of the Kingston Brewery 

(308 Wellington Street, 06106 0001 00308) appears to have 

been built during 1794-95, the Roman Catholic Bishop's House 

(Bagot Street at Johnson) had been erected by May of 1813, 

the frame house at 232 King Street East is reported as 

having been erected at the beginning of the War, and the 

Rocheleau storehouse (70-72 Princess Street) is marked by a 

carved stone with the date 1808. The population in 1811 

was reported to be less than a thousand, with only 150 

7 
houses in the town. 

The reasons why so little remains from the pre-war 

period was two-fold; unlike York and Niagara, Kingston sus­

tained no damage during the war, but later development made 

the early houses less suitable to, and too small for the 

needs of a post-pioneer community. Secondly, and probably 

more important, almost all the early residences and 

businesses were built of timber and logs. The town's first 

houses, in fact, were not even built here; as Major Ross 

reported in 1783, there were "three Houses now transporting 

from Carleton Island, being all that were worth removing" 
Q 

from Kingston's predecessor as a port of transhipment. 

One of these, thought to be the location of Lt. 

Governor John Graves Simcoe's first meeting with his 

Executive Council after the proclamation of a separate 

5 



colony of Upper Canada (9 July to 21 July 1792) was not 

demolished until 1935 when "it was found to be a frame 

structure with internal beams and struts like a barn. Be­

tween the struts it was insulated with rubble and lime, a 
9 

typical form of early construction." Other houses were 

built on site, even before the townsite had been surveyed 

and lots drawn for; the merchant Robert Hamilton referred to 

"the House which I have built" in a bond, which he made in 

November 1783, in which he assured the authorities that 

nothing which he erected would be regarded as his private 

property. By the fall of the next year, the surveyor, 

Lieutenant J.F. Holland, reported that 36 lots had been laid 

out, five large houses had been erected by private 

individuals in addition to the three rafted over the year 

before, and the government buildings—two wharfs, a 

barracks, hospital, storehouses and stables—were complete. 

To this the officer commanding, Major Ross added two 

houses, for Captain and Miss Molly Brant. A year later 

the resident Anglican minister, John Stuart, reported that 

"the Town increases fast, there are already above fifty 

12 
houses built in it, and some of them very elegant." But 

the community grew rather slowly. The lieutenant-governor's 

wife counted 50 houses, only one of stone, in 1792, and the 

Due de la Rochefoucault-Liancourt's estimate of 120 to 130 

houses in 1795 seems unlikely in view of the 100 buildings 

13 
shown on an 1801 plan of the town. By 1811 the number 

14 
of buildings had increased to only 150. 

6 



The architectural detail of these early houses is 

largely unknown. Early observers concentrated on one fact--

that, before 1800, the buildings were constructed almost 

entirely of wood. In 1805 Arthur Middleton remarked that "a 

few of the houses are built of stone or brick, but the 

15 

generality are only of wood." Comparing Kingston un­

favourably with the original capital, Newark (Niagara), the 

Due de la Rochefoucault-Liancourt observed that the former's 

houses were "neither so large nor so good as at Newark". 

There remained a number of log houses still extant in 

Kingston and the wooden houses were "badly constructed and 

pointed". The Loyalists from New York and New England, no 

doubt, carried as part of their cultural baggage the ten­

dency, marked in these areas, to choose wood over stone as a 

building material. But the Due himself found the reasons 

for this propensity "extremely difficult to discern", since 

The town is seated on rocky ground; and not the 

smallest house can be built without the founda­

tion being excavated in rock, a sort of stone 

which affords the two-fold advantages of being 

easily cut, and of growing hard when exposed 

to the air, without cracking in the frost. 

From its founding, numerous observers had commented on the 

availability of fine quality building stone; the commanding 

officer of the garrison in 1783 had reported that "Fine 

17 
Stone, and Timber, is [sic] in great abundance here" and 

few travellers who visited Kingston failed to note an almost 

7 
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incomprehensible refusal to use the most durable building 

material available. Rochefoucault suggested that pioneer 

habit, "more powerful than reason", explained the preference; 

perhaps for reasons of time and convenience, wood was the 

most common medium in the construction of the early Loyalist 

inhabitants in Upper Canada. But the Due himself provides a 

more convincing reason; until more than a decade after its 

founding, there was no mason actually resident in the com­

munity. Early residents admitted that "building with stone 

would be less expensive than with wood" and that "in 

addition to the greater solidity of such buildings, they 

would afford more warmth in winter, and more coolness in 

18 
summer." But until 1797, when there is a reference to 

Francois-Xavier Rochleau, a mason, there appears no one 

permanently resident in the town to make use of this obvious 

A *• 1 1 9 

and natural resource. 

Carpenters, however, were available; originally build­

ing in the town was undertaken by workmen attached to the 

government and several of these men settled in the community. 

The earliest record is of Archibald Thomson, a carpenter 
20 

originally attached to the Indian Department; he was 
hired in 1788 to build a house for Sir John Johnson on Park 

21 

Lot #1. But a number of other people are shown in early 

accounts—Francis Wycott, Emmanuel Ellerbeck and Francis 

Mainville—though it is probable, considering the volume of 

business, that for all of them such work was part-time at 

best. 



Little is known of what they produced but the absence 

of comment from travellers probably suggests that early 

building was resonably orthodox for a pioneer community. 

(Figure 9). A drawing of the waterfront, by Mrs. John 

Graves Simcoe and done in 1794 (Figure 11), shows a series of 

one and two storey frame dwellings, small and unprentious, 

23 
nearly all with gable roofs but only a few with chimneys. 

The source of these early designs was probably nothing more 

than experience: early builders might employ one of many 

books of plans or builders1 manuals then available, or more 

commonly copy buildings which the draftsmen knew, either in 

24 
Britain or the United States. 

The War of 1812 resulted in enormous growth in Kingston, 

which became not only the naval but often the army head­

quarters as well; by 1816 the town had increased in popula-

25 
tion to 2,250 and in number of buildings to 300. Between 

this time and the incorporation of the town in 1838, three 

major facets of its architectural history developed. The 

first was the physical growth of the town; though outstripped 

by Toronto, Kingston remained a major urban community and by 

26 
1840 it included 4,500 people, 495 houses and 120 stores. 

The second was a transition from wood to stone as the main 

building material; while Heriot reported in 1806 that the 

town possessed merely "several commodious dwellings, con-

27 structed of stone of an excellent quality," fifteen years 

later Howison could state that "most of the houses are built 

2 8 
of limestone." This transition reflected, in one obser-

9 
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ver's opinion, "the taste and enterprise of the people" of 

29 . 
Kingston; it was made possible by the wealth developed 

from the transhipment of merchandise through Kingston. Of 

no small importance, too, was the continuing influx of 

trained masons, usually in response to the needs of the 

British Ordnance Department in building, first, the forti­

fications and dockyard at Kingston, and later, the Rideau 

Canal. Of their competence there can be no doubt; one 

impressed and distinguished visitor in the late twenties 

related that "the private houses are very superior to any­

thing in the country parts of Nova Scotia, and I may say 

(with few exceptions) to those in the towns also." The 

third development was the arrival of architects with pro­

fessional training, who gave to Kingston some claim to an 

architectural heritage uniquely its own. Here as in so many 

other areas, Kingston is indebted to the government for many 

of its earliest designers and builders drawn to the town by 

the erection of large-scale public works. For example, 

William Coverdale, one of the most distinguished and influen­

tial of these men, came in 1834 to supervise the building of 

the penitentiary and, during a career of more than thirty 

years, left an indelible impression on Kingston's urban 

landscape. Another, far less prolific architect, Andrew 

Drummond, came from Edinburgh during the same period, under 

the patronage of his uncle, Robert Drummond, a major con­

tractor on the Rideau Canal. Two additional men have been 

identified as architects of the pre-incorporation period: 



11 

Archibald Fraser and Thomas Rogers. Little is known of any 

of these men; their training, their place of birth or their 

date of arrival, and their specific architectural contribu­

tion may be only guessed at. Concerning Fraser only three 

reliable attributions have emerged: the Stone Frigate 

(0610610800005) built in 1820, the original St. Andrew's 

Presbyterian Church (1820, destroyed by fire 1888) and the 

31 Colborne Presbyterian Church. Rather more is known of 

32 
Rogers. Though born in 1782, his first known work 

appears to be in 1825 when he submitted plans for the first 

St. George's Anglican Church (06106000400266). A number of 

major buildings have been attributed to him--Knaresborough 

Cottage (203 King Street East for John Macaulay, 1834), 

34 a double stone house at 53-55 Earl Street (1844), an 

unidentified (and perhaps no longer extant) stone house 

"near the gaol" in 1827 and his own house in 1830, 18 

3 6 
Barrie Street (06106001900018). He was also supervisory 

architect for the Kingston General Hospital (1833-35) and 

37 designer of the first Cataraqui Bridge (1829). But two 

additional facets of Rogers' career suggest that he may 

emerge as the single greatest architecturally creative force 

in early Kingston. First, the Cartwright Papers make 

numerous references to payments to Rogers, a fact which 

suggests strongly that he was the architect for many, if not 

all, of their early homes. Secondly, if Margaret Angus is 

correct in attributing to Rogers the magnificent country 

house of the Reverend George O'Kill Stuart, Summerhill, then 


