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Historian:
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

C.J.

Taylor
1976

06106001900034-36

Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

34-36 B a r r i e

St.

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e P h o t o :
CIHB P h a s e

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1889

Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and o c c u p a t i o n of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

John S t r a n g e ,

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:

tenants

Notable occupants and r e a s o n

identified:

Building u s e :

Residential,

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature

Comments:

lawyer

double

dwelling

brick
Date

This house contains

Architect

e l e m e n t s of

Richardsonian

Builder

style,

I

278

34-36 Barrie Street

Kingston

This is a two-storey brick Richardsonian Style double house
located between O'Kill and Stuart streets.
This house is located on a site that was part of Farm
Lot 24, patented by the crown to the Reverend John Stuart in
1796.

Stuart was a Loyalist who came to the Kingston

area with the original settlers in 1784.

As a Loyalist and

head of family, Stuart was granted 350 acres, but as the
spiritual leader of the settlement he was, along with
2
Michael Grass, given first choice of land.
He chose Farm
Lot 24, and Grass chose 25, the closest lot the the proposed
3
townsite.
Stuart's son, Archdeacon George O'Kill Stuart,
sold most of Farm Lot 24 to James Sampson of the Midland
District Building Society in 1832.

Sampson proceeded to

have the land subdivided into building lots.
Peter O'Reilly bought the site of 34-36 Barrie Street
5
and in 1871 sold it to Mary Jane O'Reilly.
Shortly
afterward James O'Reilly, a barrister and local politician
proceeded to have two large houses built on the property
which he rented to about three families each.

He sold

both in 1875 to Bridget Doran who continued to rent them
7
out.
In 1889 she sold one of these buildings to John
Strange, a Kingston lawyer, who proceeded to have it torn
Q

down and replaced with the present building.

Strange
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occupied number 34 and sold number 36 to D.S. Robertson, a
9
broker.
Strange and Robertson occupied the building until 1896
when number 36 was sold to George Macdonnell.

This side

of the house was then rented to J. Montague Strange, a hardware merchant.

By about 1905, however, James M. Farrell,

barrister, was living in number 36 and in 1919 he bought
12
this half of the house.
John Strange lived at 34 Barrie Street until 1934 when
13
the house was sold to Charles Carrington Smith.
Farrell
lived at number 36 until 1956 when he sold it to Elane M.
14
Brooke.
By 1960 she was renting it to F. Dean and
Elizabeth Van Luven and the Van Luvens purchased this half
15
of the house in 1966.
Smith lived at number 34 until
16
1960 when it was sold to W.T. Cook.
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Endnotes;
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", old vol. 2, p. 387.

2

P. Lloyd Northcott, "The Financial Problems of the
Reverend John Stuart, Historic Kingston, no. 13
(February, 1965), p. 3W.

3

Ibid.

4

Frontenac County Registry Office, Instrument #J-712, 21
Oct. 1871.

5

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 641.

6

Kingston. Queen's University Archives, Kingston
Assessment Roll, 1875.

7

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 641.

8

Kingston Assessment Roll, 1890.
being partly built.

9

Kingston City Directory, 1890 (Kingston, 1890).

10

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 641.

11

Kingston City Directory, 1900-1901 (Kingston; 1900).

12

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 641.

13

Ibid., vol. 7, p. 240.

14

Ibid.

15

Ibid.

16

Ibid.

Shows building as
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Historian: C . J .
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

Taylor
1976

06106001900072

Kingston,

Ontario

Address: 72 B a r r i e

St.

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1875
Architect:
J o h n Power and S o n ,

Kingston

Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

R i c h a r d T . Walkem,

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: O r i g i n a l :
Residential,
Residential, multiple dwelling
Major building material : b r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
riar*
uate

Subdivided i n t o 6
living spaces
Comments:

lawyer

1938

Used a s K i n g s t o n
C o l l e g e , 1902-1905
single dwelling;

1.,^
Architect

Ladies

present:

Builder
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72 Barrie Street

Kingston

This was a two and one-half storey brick building,
originally designed as a single family dwelling.

It was

also used as a Ladies College and was demolished in 1975.
The lot on which the building stood was originally part
of Farm Lot 24, patented by the Crown in 1796 to John
Stuart.

Stuart was part of the first group of settlers

who came to the Kingston area after the Revolutionary War of
1784.

He was the only Anglican minister west of Montreal at

this time.

Although the settlers normally drew for their

farm grants, Stuart and Michael Grass, the leader of the
2
community, were allowed to select their farm lots. They
chose the lots closest to the proposed town of Kingston.

3

In 1838 George Okill Stuart, John Stuart's son and heir,
4
sold a large part of Farm Lot 24 to James Sampson.
Sampson was president of the Midland District Building
Society and had the property subdivided into building
lots.

This site of 72 Barrie is known, therefore as lot

8 in the Sampson subdivision.
6
In 1871 lot 8 was sold to W.H. Fuller.
building on the lot at this time.

There was no

In 1874 Fuller sold to

Britton and Price and the following year lot 8 was purchased
7
by Richard T. Walkem, a Kingston lawyer.
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Walkem commissioned the local architectural firm of
John Power and Son to design a house to be erected on the
o

lot.

John Power was born in England and came to Kingston

in 1846.

One of his first jobs was to design Mcintosh

Castle, 14 Sydenham Street.

He was superintending architect

for the reconstruction of the court house in 1874.

Around

this time he was joined in his business by his eldest son
Joseph Power.

Joseph Power was responsible for the re-

modelling of St. George's Cathedral in 1890 and, along with
9
his brother Thomas, for its reconstruction in 1899.
Richard T. Walkem lived at 72 Barrie from about 1876
until 1898 when he sold it to Catherine B. Murphy.

May

Gober bought the house in 1902
and turned it into the
12
Kingston Ladies College.
The building reverted to its
13
former use after 1905 when Annie Breck bought it
and
lived there with her husband, an electrician.

She sold it

in 1911 to Robert J. Carson, for $10,000--a large price at
the time.
Robert J. Carson lived there with his family until
1938.

It was granted that year to Orrin A. Carson, an
15
assistant professor at Queen's University.
Orrin Carson
divided the building in two, part being for a residence for
16
himself and the rest divided into five apartments.
By
the 1940s the apartment side of the building had taken on a
separate address of 74 Barrie Street.
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The executors of the estate of Orrin Carson sold the
17
building to the Kingston Hospital in 1974.
For a time
both sides of the building were rented out but it was demolished in 1975 to make way for a new clinic.
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Endnotes:
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 381.

2

P. Lloyd Northcott, "The Financial Problems of the Rev.
John Stuart", Historic Kingston, No. 13 (1965), p. 38.

3

Ibid.

4

Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston City
Abstract Index", Old volume 2, p. 387.

5

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 715.

6

Ibid., vol. 2, p. 381.

7

Ibid.

8

Plans of Residence of R.T. Walkem Esq. Q.C. by Power
and Son. Copy on file, C.I.H.B.

9

Margaret Angus, "Architects and Builders of Early
Kingston", Historic Kingston, No. 11 (1963), p. 29.

10

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 381.

11

Ibid.

12

Kingston City Directory, 1902-1903 (Kingston:

13

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 381.

14

Ibid.

15

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 7, p. 250.

16

Might's Kingston City Directory, 1939 (Toronto: Might,
1939).

17

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 7, p. 250.

1902).
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Historian:
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

C.J.

Taylor
1976

06106001900286-288

Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

286-288 B a r r i e

St.

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e P h o t o :
CIHB P h a s e

I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:

1841

A n d r e w Drummond

(tentative)

Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and o c c u p a t i o n of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Robert

Mathews

and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s :

tenants

Notable o c c u p a n t s and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e :

Residential,

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature

double

dwelling

stone
Date

Comments:
T h i s h o u s e was b u i l t
was c a p i t a l of C a n a d a .

Architect

as r e n t a l

Builder

a c c o m m o d a t i o n when

Kingston
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286-288 Barrie Street

Kingston

This is a two and one half storey stone dwelling containing
two dwelling units.

It is located on the west side of

Barrie Street between Brock and Johnson streets.
This block on Barrie Street was originally part of Farm
Lot 24, granted by the crown to John Stuart in 1796.

The

Reverend John Stuart was part of the first group of settlers
who came to Kingston area in 1784 after the American
Revolutionary War.

At this time Stuart was the only

Anglican minister west of Montreal.

Although the settlers

normally drew for their farm grants, Stuart and Michael
Grass, the leaders of the community, were allowed to select
theirs.

They chose the lots closest to the proposed town of
2
Kingston.
In 1829 George Okill Stuart, John Stuart's son
and heir, sold the property on Barrie Street to Robert
3
Mathews.
At this time Barrie formed one of the limits of
the town.
Mathews occupied a house at the corner of Johnson and
4
Barrie, but it was not until Kingston was nominated as
the capital of the Province of Canada in 1841 and an acute
housing shortage developed, that Mathews built the large
5
stone house on Barrie for rental purposes.
The earliest
known tenant was Elizabeth Ovens, a widow, who was living
here in half of the building in 1871.

James A. Skinner,
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a tinsmith, was living in the other half in 1875.7

He was

followed by S.W. Scobell, an accountant, who lived here
until about 1895.

E. Dunning, retired, and Captain J.

Derry followed Elizabeth Ovens.
In 1890 the heirs of Robert Mathews sold the building
9
to John B. Carruthers.

It is possible that the rear wing,

which does not appear on the 1865 Plan of Kingston, but on
the Goad's Insurance Plan of the City of Kingston, 1894, was
added at this time. William H. Derry an engineer, succeeded
Captain J. Derry in number 286, and Mrs. Margaret Munro, a
widow, moved into number 288, both in 1895.

Successive

tenants were employed as merchants, labourers, stove
fitters, tinsmiths and a fire chief.

George Shaw, a sign

painter who occupied number 286 between 1922 and 1933, had
his shop here.
In 1954 the inheritors of Carruthers property sold the
house to the Royal Trust Company.
Michael William Carty
12
bought it in 1969,
and in 1972 the building was sold to
Mr. Kwai, the present owner.13 The building continues to
be used as a double residence as it was in 1842.
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Endnotes;
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", old vol. 2, p. 388.

2

P. Lloyd Northcott, "The Financial Problems of the Rev.
John Stuart", Historic Kingston, No. 13 (1965), p. 38.

3

"Kingston City Abstract Index" old vol. 2, p. 338.

4

Canada. Public Archives, Map Division, Plan of the
City of Kingston, 18 65.

5

Margaret Angus, unpublished notes.

6

Kingston City Directory, 1871 (Kingston:

1871).

7

Kingston City Directory, 1875 (Kingston:

1875).

8

Kingston City Directory, 1895 (Kingston:

1895).

9

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 12, p. 2.

10

Kingston City Directory, 1895 (Kingston:

11

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 22, p. 103.

12

Ibid., vol. 27, p. 377.

13

Ibid.

1895).
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ADDENDUM

286-288 Barrie Street

Kingston

Professor J. Douglas Stewart, Department of Art at
Queen's University has completed a full study, as yet unpublished, on an early Kingston architect, Andrew Drummond.
Drummond was born in 1811 and was trained as an architect in
Edinburgh, then at the climax of a huge social experiment in
urban redevelopment called Edinburgh New Town.

Begun in the

1750s, this building project eventually drove the city into
bankruptcy in 1834, an event which may have led Drummond to
foresake his homeland and come to Canada.

His uncle, Robert

Drummond, was an architect and a major contractor on the
Rideau Canal, a useful patron in a community that was based
very much on whom one knew.

Drummond certainly was in

Kingston in 1834, for he was involved in settling his
uncle's estate after the latter's unexpected death during
the cholera epidemic of that year; in 18 38 he married a
relative of the Kingston merchant, John Mowat, who was to be
instrumental in founding Queen's College in 1841. Andrew
Drummond became the Secretary to the Board of Trustees of
Queen's through Mowat's influence, and when the Trustees
commissioned a new college building, it was to Drummond that,
they, at first, turned.

His drawings, which were never used

292
are now in the Andrew Drummond Papers in the Queen's University Archives, along with drawings for several projects
which were completed.

From these drawings, and from con-

jectures based on the main attributes of Edinburgh New Town
architecture (which his extant drawings confirm as continuing elements in his designs), Professor Stewart suggests
that 286-288 Barrie St. (0610600190028 6-8), 286-288 Queen
St. (06106000900286-8) and 224-226 King St. E. (06106004002246) are all the work of Andrew Drummond, though the papers do
not include floor plans of any of them. The papers are quite
incomplete, however, and the structural continuities in
these houses are such as to suggest very strongly, to
Professor Stewart, that the attributions are reasonable. The
main elements of Drummond's style were as follows:

the

massing of units in double houses, the use of tall, narrow
windows giving the unit a strong upward thrust; stone
corbels supporting the eaves; a projecting string course;
false or blind arcading; stout end walls with parapets or
(as in the case of 224-26 King Street East) symmetrical twin
towers; vertical furrowing on ashlar surfaces; and panelling
on the doors, which also emphasized the vertical.
On this basis, Professor Stewart has argued that, along
with the above, the following houses may be attributed to
Drummond, though these identifications should be treated as
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tentative until further documentary support is forthcoming:
131-133 King Street East
64-64 College Street
235-237 Queen Street
327-329 Barrie Street
239 Queen Street
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Historian:
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

C.J.

Taylor
1976

06106002400086

Kingston,

Address:

86

Ontario

Beverly

Building Name:
( i f important)

St.

Lakeview

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 5 0
Architect:

rebuilt

1 8 5 0 - J o h n Power

Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

John

Crawford

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:

professionals

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e :

Residential,

Major building m a t e r i a l :

dwelling

stone

Alterations:
General Nature
E x t r a s t o r e y , new r o o f
and v e r a n d a h

Comments:

single

Date
1855

Architect
William Coverdale

H o u s e was b a d l y damaged by f i r e

in

1855.

Builder

I
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86 Beverly St.

Kingston

This stone dwelling was originally a one and one-half storey
stone building but the extra storey and new roof were added
after a fire partially destroyed the building in 1855.
It continues to be used as a single family dwelling.

The

building is surrounded by most of the original yard and
garden and the outbuildings appear from the outside much as
they did in 1855. 2
The site of the building was originally part of a
parcel of land described as the west half of the east half
of Farm Lot 22 which was patented by the crown to Poole
3
England in 1804.
England was a retired British Army
officer who had fought in the Revolutionary War and settled
4
in the Kingston area after 1784.
England's land, comprising 50 acres, was sold by his heirs in 1818 to Benjamin
5
Whitney.
In 1841 this land was sold to William Henry
Boulton who had the property surveyed for building lots the
following year.

Part of this subdivision was bought in

1845 by the prominent Kingston lawyer and politician, John
7
Beverly Robinson.
Lot 19 on the Boulton Subdivision, the
site of Lakeview, was sold to Bernard Turquand in 1848 for
Q

the sum of L20.00.

Turquand sold the lot in 1850 to John
9
Crawford for the same price.
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Crawford then proceeded to erect his one and one-half
storey stone cottage.

It is unusual that the building was

situated not on Beverly Street but at the back of the lot,
closer to a lane.

Crawford probably lived here until 18 55

when fire severely damaged the building and he sold the
premises to John Breden.

The selling price of this proper-

ty, along with other land, was L960.0.0.
John Breden commissioned the well-known architect
William Coverdale to supervise the repairs to the building
which included raising the building by half a storey, and
replacing the verandah.

The adjoining stone building was

referred to as offices at this time.

Breden lived here

until about 1890 after which time the house was probably
rented for a year.

By 1900, Arthur Breden Cunningham, a
12
Kingston lawyer, was living here. " The house was referred
to as "Lakeview" at this time.13
Arthur B. Cunningham resided at "Lakeview" until 1912
when he sold the property to Annie Van Straubenzie. 14
Annie Van Straubenzie, and later Edith and Madeleine, lived
here until 1974 when the house was bought by Albert F.
Newman, the present occupant.
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Endnotes:
1

Kingston. Committee of Architectural Review, Buildings
of Architectural and Historic Significance (Kingston,
1973), vol. 2, p. 152.

2

Ibid., p. 153.

3

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", old vol. 1, p. 277.

4

Richard A. Preston (ed.), Kingston Before the War of
1812 (Toronto: Champlain Society, 1959), p. 265.

5

"Kingston City Abstract Index", old vol. 1, p. 277.

6

Frontenac County Registry Office, "Case B 15", Boulton
Subdivision.

7

"Kingston City Abstract Index", old vol. 1, p. 277.

8

Ibid.

9

Ibid.

10

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 184.

11

Unpublished notes of Mrs. William Angus, Kingston.

12

City of Kingston Directory, 1901-1902 (Kingston:
Lovell, 1901).

13

Ibid.

14

"Kingston City Abstract Index", vol. 4, p. 459.

15

Ibid.

John
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Historian: C - J Date:

Taylor

A p r i l , 1976

Geocode: 06106002500026
City:

Kingston, O n t a r i o

Address: 26 C e n t r e S t r e e t
Building Name:
(if important)

Elmhurst

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 18 52
Architect:
William C o v e r d a l e , Kingston
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:

Hugh F r a s e r , w h o l e s a l e g r o c e r

Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
Notable type of occupants:
p r o f e s s i o n a l and b u s i n e s s f a m i l i e s
Notable occupants and reason identified:
d u r i n g WWI t h e b u i l d i n g was used
as a c o n v a l e s c e n t h o s p i t a l f o r wounded t r o u p s
Building use:

R e s i d e n t i a l , single dwelling

Major building material:
stone
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Possible renovations
1973
to include a d d i t i o n a l
accommodation
Comments:

Architect

Builder

This b u i l d i n g was o r i g i n a l l y a v i l l a known as "Spring Grove".
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26 Centre Street

Kingston

Elmhurst is a two and one-half storey stone house with
Regency features located on the west side of Centre Street
near King Street west.
The site of the house is part of the west side of Farm
Lot 22, patented by the crown in 1804 to Richard
Cartwright.

The Honourable Richard Cartwright, Jr. (1759-

1815) was a Loyalist who settled at Niagara about 1780.
There he became a prominent merchant before moving to the
2
Kingston area in 1784.
In Kingston he was in the importexport business and amassed considerable land holdings. He
3
sold the west half of Farm Lot 22 to his daughter in 1805.
Her husband, William Robison sold this in 1816 to John C.
4
Wilson.
Smith Bartlett bought the west half of Farm Lot
22 in 1818, and in 1850 he sold part of it, including the
site of Elmhurst, to James Morton.

This in turn was sold

to Hugh Fraser in 1851.
7
Hugh Fraser was a wholesale grocer.

In 1852 he

commissioned the prominent Kingston architect William
Coverdale to design a villa to be called "Spring Grove", for
Q

his newly acquired property.

Fraser lived here until

about 1870, the year his widow sold the property to
9
Professor George D. Ferguson.
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Ferguson rented the house out until selling it to
George S. Fenwick, a wholesale grocer, in 1877.

Fenwick

lived here until 1884 when he sold the property to Professor
D.H. Marshall.
The house was known as "Elmhurst" at
12
this time.
The next owner, Hugh Macpherson, bought the
13
house in 1910.
He probably lived here for a time, but
in 1917 Elmhurst was being used as a convalscent hospital
14
for wounded troops.
"Elmhurst" was bought by Lieutenant15
Colonel Thomas F. Ritchie in 1920.
Ritchie probably
lived here until 1923, the year he sold Elmhurst to
16
Professor Douglas M. Jemmett.
Jemmett lived here until
1958 when the house was bought by Bruce Sloane, who worked
17
at Queen's University.
The next resident, Robin Hunter,
18
a psychiatrist at Queen's, bought the house in 1965.
He
sold to Thomas Boag in 19 67 who sold to the present owner,
W.B. Sorenson, in 1973.

19

Some renovations have probably been made to Elmhurst in
Sorenson's time as he shares the house with a tenant.
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Endnotes:
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", vol. 2, p. 279.

2

Richard A. Preston (ed.), Kingston Before the War of
1812 (Toronto: Champlain Society, 1958), p. 112.

3

"Kingston City Abstract Index," old vol. 2, p. 510.

4

"Kingston City Abstract Index", old vol. 2, p. 510.

5

Ibid.

6

Ibid.

7

James Lovell, Canada Directory, 1857-1858 (Montreal,
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Historian:
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

C.J.

Taylor

1976

06106002500035

Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

35 C e n t r e

Building Name:
(if important)

St.

Bellevue

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

1838-1839

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Charles Hales,

merchant

and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:

J o h n A. M a c d o n a l d , f i r s t P r i m e M i n i s t e r
of C a n a d a , l i v e d h e r e i n 1848
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: O r i g i n a l :
Residential, single dwelling;
E x h i b i t i o n , A u d i t i o n , S p e c t a c l e ; Museum.
Major building m a t e r i a l : s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
r e s t o r e d t o 1848
by N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c
P a r k s and S i t e s

Date
1967

Comments: T u s c a n V i l l a o n c e i n h a b i t a t e d
his family.

Present:

Architect
National Historic
P a r k s and S i t e s

Builder

by S i r J o h n A. Macdonald and

304

35 Centre Street

Kingston

Bellevue is a Tuscan style villa, basically an Italianate
structure, once inhabited by John A. Macdonald and his
family.

It was designated of national historic significance

by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada and has
functioned as a museum since 19 67.
The land on which Bellevue is situated was originally
part of the west half of Farm Lot 22 granted by the crown in
1804 to Richard Cartwright.

Cartwright was a wholesale

merchant who became one of the leading businessmen in the
province. The lot was sold in 1805 to his daughter Elizabeth
2
3
Robison.
Her husband sold this property in 1816.
Two
years later Smith Bartlett bought it and subdivided the
4
property.
Much of the block on the east side of Centre
Street between King Street and Edgehill was deeded to
5
Charles Hales in 1841 but, as Margaret Angus observes, he
probably acquired this property as early as 1839.
Margaret Angus argues, by saying that Hales paid Smith
an inflated price for the property and that Hales had advertised his Kingston residence for sale in 1839, that the
7
house was built for Hales on this property before 18 40.
By 1842, when Kingston was the capital of the Province of
Canada, Hales was again living in the town and his suburban
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house was probably being rented to a government official.
In 1845 Colonel James Harvey, Ordnance store keeper in
Q

Kingston, was living here.
In August 1848 Hales rented the villa to John A.
Macdonald who lived here with his family until September
9
1849.
Macdonald had taken the house with the idea that
the rural atmosphere would be beneficial to his ailing wife.
He described the house in a letter to his sister-in-law.
The house was built for a retired grocer, who
was resolved to have a "Eyetalian Willar", and
has built the most fantastic concern imaginable.

From the previous laudable, tho' rather

prosaic pursuits of the worthy landlord, the
House is variously known in Kingston as Tea
Caddy Castle, Molasses Hall and Muscovads
Cottage... .
His biographer, Donald Creighton, wrote that "Macdonald
called it 'Pekoe Pagoda* to his intimates and named in
'Bellevue' for public consumption.

Macdonald spent the

fall of 1848 engaged in his law practice in Kingston.

That

winter he went to Montreal, which was then the seat of the
government of the Province of Canada and where he sat as a
Member of the Legislative Assembly.

He returned in May dis-

tressed over the failing condition of both his wife and his
law firm.

That summer he gave notice to Hales that he would
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be moving back into the town itself.
After Macdonald left, the villa stood vacant for almost
12
a year.
Probably sometime in 18 51 it was rented to
Colonel Wulff of the Royal Engineers and the following year
13
let to William Ferguson.
Ferguson, Irish by birth, was
the county treasurer, and he bought Bellevue in 18 55.
14
Ferguson family lived here until 1869.

The

James Davis owned the house briefly before selling to
Thomas Baker in 1870.

By 1876 there was a tenant in the

house and the following year Baker's heiress, his daughter,
sold Bellevue to Pennyman White Worsley who was second in
15
command to the Deputy Adjutant General.
Colonel Worsley was moved to Montreal and the property
was sold in 1887 to James "Waterworks" Wilson, manager of
16
the Kingston Waterworks.
The Wilsons lived here until
1905 after which time the house was rented for about a year
to Herbert Howard, manager of the Kingston branch of the
Bank of Montreal.

17

John Gilbert, a grocer, bought Bellevue in 1907 and the
18
property remained in his name until 1959.
Financial
difficulties, however, forced the Gilberts to move to a
19
smaller house on East Street in 1923.
Bellevue stood
empty for a few years until it was rented to Dr. F.W.
Atack. 20

The Atack family lived here until the estate of

John Gilbert sold the property to J.M.R. Beveridge in 1959.
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Interior changes naturally occurred to the house—indoor
plumbing was added, the kitchen was moved to the ground
21
floor betweem 1907 and 1927 — b u t as the house has been
restored by National Historic Parks and Sites it is meaningless to document them now.
the house.

No major additions were built to

Related original buildings such as stables and

coach house have disappeared.
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Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office, "Kingston
City Abstract Index", old vol. 2, p. 281.
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Ibid.
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Margaret Angus, "Bellevue", unpublished report prepared
for National Historic Parks and Sites, 1964.
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Macdonald to Margaret Green 15 August 1848, quoted in
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Politician (Toronto: Macmillan, 1952), p. 132.
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Figure 1:

Bellevue, where Sir John A. Macdonald lived during his early married life. From J.P.
MacPherson, Life of the Right Honourable Sir John A. Macdonald (St. John, N.B.,
1891), Vol. I, facing p. 410. Public Archives of Canada, C-10746.
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Historian: C.J.
Date:

April,

Taylor
1976

Geocode: 06106002500068
City:

Kingston,

Address:

68

Ontario

Centre S t .

Building Name: L i g htburne House
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction: B e f o r e 18 30
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:

Smith B a r t l e t t ,

merchant-banker

Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: George Herchimer Markland,
K i n g s t o n land d e v e l o p e r and I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l of Upper Canada from 18 33
t o 1838
Notable type of occupants:
Middle c l a s s owners and t e n a n t s
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use:

Residential,

single

dwelling

Major building material: Red b r i c k i n t h r e e
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
One s t o r e y b r i c k
c . 1960
a d d i t i o n and e x t e n s i v e
interior restoration

layers
Architect

Builder

Comments:
B u i l t as a modest c o u n t r y farm h o u s e - v i l l a , t h i s r e s i d e n c e
forms an i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e l a r g e r , l a t e r v i l l a s i n t h e same
area.
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68 Centre Street

Kingston

On 27 August 1830, Smith Bartlett advertised his extensive
Kingston property for sale, as he planned to return to
England.

Included was "the brick house in the country, one

mile from Kingston, late the residence of Mr. Bartlett, together with almost ninety acres of fine land."

"This," the

advertisement continued, "whether considered as a farm or as
a residence for a genteel family, or both, is a most beautiful and valuable property."

With due regard to the

ambiguity in identifying early buildings outside the city,
this appears to be an offer to sell the fine storey and a
half cottage now listed as 68 Centre Street.
Smith Bartlett (1780-1867) first appeared in Kingston
2
in 1808 when he joined Mason's Lodge #6.
He early estab3
lished himself as a merchant and land speculator, acted
as Treasurer of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church for its
4
building fund, performed the duties of cashier of the
5
short-lived Bank of Upper Canada (1818-23) and was inc

volved in breweries, shipping, sawmills and grist mills.
In 1818 he purchased a ninety-seven acre farm on the waterfront west of the city; this was the west half of Farm Lot
22, which had first been granted to the Honourable Richard
7
Cartwright of Kingston in 1804.
Bartlett attempted to
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Q

sell the farm immediately

but owned it until 1838 when he
9

began to sell sections of the farm. '
There are no early records of the house, for originally
it was situated in a park-like setting a little more than a
mile from the town; the main part of the house shows every
indication of being original and it may be that this was the
farm house for Bartlett's country residence.

The following

describes the house as it presently exists:
This storey and a half dwelling of red brick is
three bays wide and has a gable roof, wide
soffit, and moulded eaves return.

In the front

a centre gable has a turned finial with pendant
over a double casement window.

There are later,

small, shed dormers on either side of the central gable and the chimneys are inset at each
end of the roof.
A verandah stretches across the front of
the house and its hip roof is supported by single
slender columns at each end and similar double
columns rising to a pediment over the entrance
steps.

The door with two vertical panels and the

simple side lights is slightly recessed in the
brick fagade.

Large double casement windows are

on each side of the entranceway.
The sides of the house both have two double
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casements on the main floor and two smaller windows on the upper floor.

At the rear a large

two-storey, recent addition in brick obscures
the back of the original building.
It was more than a decade before Bartlett's cottage was
joined by other residences and these tended to be much
larger than his farmhouse.

Taking advantage of

proximity to the city, the "splendid view of the bay and
opposite islands" and the fertility and gently rising
character of the land, a number of professional men built
fine residences in this area.

Thomas Gibbs' map of the city

shows the cottage in a largely undeveloped area in the
"Western Liberties" with Charles Hales1 Italianate villa
Bellevue (06106002400086) nearly across the street and four
other large residences nearby.

Currently the house is part

of an interesting suburban landscape, for the area
successfully combines these imposing villas, a number of
nineteenth century cottages and a much larger collection of
middle class twentieth century homes.
Bartlett sold sections of his farm during the 1830s
and '40s; the farmhouse was sold in 1838 to George Smith,
about whom little is known.

By a complex series of

mortgages, the property was obtained by the Kingston Permanent Building Society which participated in development
schemes and mortages, and which included among its officers
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most of the business and professional elite of Kingston. 12
The Building Society in 1855 sold it as an investment to the
Honourable George H. Markland, a Kingston land speculator
and the Inspector General (or Minister of Finance) for Upper
13
Canada (1833-38);
upon his death in 1863 the cottage was
sold to Hugh Fraser, a Kingston merchant, who had built
14
Elmhurst, just south of this, in 1852.
The earliest
representation of 68 Centre Street is on the 1869 Ordnance
Map of Kingston, where it is shown as a rectangular house
with a wooden shed on the rear, flanked by a grove of fruit
trees on the south.
This house has passed through the hands of a number of
middle class owners.

In the 19th century, most of them

appear from the Directories to have rented it out to what
appear to have been lower middle class families; the heads
of households listed as residents there include a minister,
a clerk and a guard at the Asylum.

During the twentieth

century, the house has been often sold and it appears to
have been used mainly as the owners1 residence.
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(Toronto, 1892), p. 103.
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has an advertisement for him going out of business; but
there are many other notices of him before 1820 for his
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1813, 5 September 1815 and 9 November 1816.
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Ibid., 1 July 1817.
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reported in the Chronicle, 17 January 1823.
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Richard Cartwright, undated but numbered in the series
for 1804. Smith's purchase is ibid., Instrument #E289
John Wilson to Smith Bartlett part of Farm Lot 22 for
L1450.
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Business Community" in Gerald Tulchinsky, ed., To Preserve and Defend (Montreal, 1976), pp. 148-49.
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15
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(1869); original is in the National Map Collection,
Public Archives of Canada.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

68 Centre Street

Geocode:

061060002500068

1840

no listing

1850

no listing

1865

no listing

1875

no listing

1881

Michael Donaghue, clerk

1891

Thomas Lonergan, supervisor, Provincial Asylum

1901

Reverend James S. Potter

1911

Percy Lawson, gardener

1921

Percy Lawson, gardener; greenhouse attached

1931

Wesley Hawley, manager Frigidaire Sales and Service
Corp.

1941

Wesley Hawley, manager Frigidaire Sales and Service
Corp.

1951

Joseph A. Hawley, manager W.W. Hawley Limited
appliances

1961

Peter Carson
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

68 Centre Street

Registry description:

Instrument
number

Plan A7, all of lot 3 and part of lot
2

Date

Detail of Sale

Crown Patent

None

Crown to Richard Cartwright West
1/2 of Farm Lot 22

B 266

None

Richard Cartwright to Elizabeth
Cartwright Robison, West 1/2 of
Farm Lot 22 for natural love and
affection (N.L. and A.)

D 161

1 February
1816

Elizabeth Robison to William
Robison, West 1/2 of Farm Lot 22
for 5 pence, N.L. and A.

E 230

28 October
1816

William Robison to John Wilson,
part of West 1/2 of Farm Lot 22
for LI,000

E 289

February
1818
~

John Wilson to Smith Bartlett,
part of West 1/2 of Farm Lot 22,
for LI,450

G 904

11 March
1823

Smith Bartlett to William B. Lamb,
97 acres, no price

H 173

29 March
1824

William Lamb to Smith Bartlett,
97 acres, no price

C 120

17 April
1838

Smith Bartlett sold part of Farm
Lot 22, L140

B 631
C of K

19 August
1853

George Smith to Kingston Permanent
Building Society, Lots 1, 2, 3, 21
and 22 for L200

C 531
C of K

1 March
1855

Kingston Permanent Building Society
to Hon. George H. Markland, Lots
1, 2 and 3 for L100

1863

Executors of Hon. G.H. Markland to
Hugh Fraser, Lots 1, 2 and 3 for
$600.
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Instrument
number

Date

Detail of Sale

S 2810

5 August
1882

Catharine Fraser, heir of Hugh
Fraser sold lots 1, 2 and 3 to
Magdalen Franklin for $1,200

Y 5590

3 May 1887

Magdalen Franklin sold lots 1, 2
and 3 to John W. Ashley for $1,800

14-14611

21 October
1898

Executors of the heirs of John W.
Ashley sold lot 3 and part of lot
2 to James S. Potter for $1,200

17-16888

5 November
1902

J.S. Potter sold lot 3 and north
half of Lot 2 for $1,200 to
Edward Botterill

23-21036

1 May 1909

Edward Botterill sold Lot 3 and 2
to Percy Lawson for $2,600.
(Botterill purchased S. 1/2 of Lot
2 1905 for $200)

45-39715

31 March
19 24

Percy Lawson to Reverend Samuel
Dyde, Lot 3 and part of Lot 2 for
$6,800 (78' frontage)

50-47434

1 November
1931

S. Dyde toW.W. Hawley, Lot 3 and
part of Lot 2 for $7,500

62-62740

1 November
1946

W.W. Hawley to Joseph A. Hawley,
Lot 3 and part of Lot 2 for $9,000

85-621

1 July
1955 *"

Executors of J.A. Hawley, Lot 3
and part of Lot 2 for $25,000 to
G.F.G. Stanley

118505

8 July
19 60 "*

G.F.G. Stanley to Peter Carson,
Lot 3 and part of Lot 2 for $24,5 00

192130

5 August
1969

Peter Carson to E.E. Sterns, Lot 3
and Part of Lot 2 for $46,000.
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Historian:
Date:

April,

Geocodc:
City:

C . J . Taylor
1976

06106002700028

Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

28 E d g e h i l l S t .

Building Name:
(if i m p o r t a n t )
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building

Information

Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n :

1838-1841

Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and o c c u p a t i o n of o r i g i n a l owner: J a n e M c L e o d , f o u n d e r o f t h e Widows
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e ^ f 9 e * a n s F e m a l e B e n e v o l e n t S o c i e t y

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s :

owners

Notable occupants and reason

identified:

Building u s e :

Residential,

single

dwelling

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l : S t o n e
Al t e r a t i o n s :
General Nature
r e a r wing

Comments:

T h i s

Date
1865

Architect

Builder

building'may have been constructed as early as 1835.
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28 Edgehill Street

Kingston

Edgehill House is a two-storey dwelling with Regency features
such as stuccoed walls, French doors and ornate chimneys.
Not much is known of its interior structure, but it is
assumed that the plan has been little changed.
The land on which the building is situated was originally part of a farm lot patented by the crown to Richard
Cartwright in 1804.

Cartwright, a U.E.L., became a

prominent merchant and land speculator, both in Kingston and
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Sometime before 1835, the land was

subdivided and the present site of Edgehill House sold to
2
David Taylor, a naval officer.
By 1836, there was a
house on the site known as Wellington Place.

This was des3
cribed as a "neat stone villa" on five acres of land.
Taylor sold his property in 18 38 to Jane McLeod, one of
the founders in 1820 of the Widows and Orphans Female
4
Benevolant Society.
Sometime after 1838 the house was
either considerably altered or rebuilt and named Edgehill
House.

It seems more likely that a new building was erected

because Margaret Angus says that Edgehill House is not stone
but the basement structure seems to indicate that a smaller
house once existed here.5 This may have been the original
stone villa with the larger house built later.

The rear
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wing was built before 1865.
When Kingston was the capital of the Province of
Canada, 1841-1843, Mrs. McLeod rented part of her house to
7
S.B. Harrison the Provincial Secretary, and his wife.
The house was sold in 1881 by the heirs of Mrs. McLeod
to Roderick C. Carter, an agent, who used the place as a
Q

summer residence.
9
Murphy

Two years later it was sold to John B.

of Montreal who also used it as a summer resi-

dence.
In 1894, Joseph Fortescue bought Edgehill
12
and turned it into a year round residence.
Dr. Albert
13
P. Chown bought the house in 1907
and lived here until
about 1925 before selling to Lieutenant-Colonel Thos. F.
14
Ritchie. Ritchie died in 1931,
and his widow continued to
15
live at Edgehill until 1965.
Edgehill was sold by the executory of the estate of
Edith Ritchie to Dr. Albert P. Fell in 1966.
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(Kingston), 7 March 1836.
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Margaret Angus, "Some Old Kingston Homes and the
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Margaret Angus, unpublished notes.
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Historian:
Date:

February,

Geocode:
City:

Dana J o h n s o n
1977

06106002800068
Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

68 C o l l i n g w o o d

St.

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

1858-60

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Archibald J.
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Macdonell,

Notable type of occupants:
M i d d l e c l a s s owners and
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Residential,

Major building material :

single

rubble

lawyer

tenants

dwelling

limestone

Alterations:
General Nature
. .
Date _,„„,,
Architect
Builder
2 s t o r e y wood a d d i t i o n
c . 1902
on r e a r , now c o n t a i n s
k i t c h e n and bedroom
Extensive i n t e r i o r
restoration
1950
none
Mark Compton
Comments: One of t h e e a r l i e s t h o u s e s i n a m i d - c e n t u r y h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t e s t a b l i s h e d by J o h n A. M a c d o n a l d ' s law p a r t n e r i n w h a t was
then the c i t y ' s "western l i b e r t i e s " .
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68 Collingwood Street

Kingston

Francis Xavier Rochleau was a Kingston stone mason, a resident of the town before 1800.

He received two grants of

land, lot 98 on Store (now Princess) Street where he built a
2
store and residence in 1808 and a fifty acre quarter sec3
tion of Farm Lot 22 to the west of the town.
The latter
4
was sold to the Herchmer family in 1819; they were an influential Kingston family whose members included merchants,
5
clergymen and land speculators.
The area remained as
farmland until after 1850; development in this area was
blocked by the large blocks of government-owned land on the
western edge of the original townsite, on Farm Lots 25 (the
Court House and City Park), Farm Lot 24 (the City Hospital
and the eventual Queen's University property) and Farm Lot
6
23 (the Ordnance lands, subdivided in 1873).
Even so a
Kingston lawyer, Archibald J. Macdonell purchased this
quarter of Farm Lot 22 in 1853 and subidivided it into
7
building lots.
Macdonell was a Kingston barrister, born in Glengarry
in 1822.

He had an exceedingly varied life in Kingston,

performing the duties of Recorder of the town, and alderman
in 1851; he was a director of a number of Kingston companies
and was involved throughout his career in land and business
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Q

speculations.

Among his most common partners in these

speculations was his law partner from 1855 until Macdonell's
death in 1864, John A. Macdonald.

Contemporary opinion

identified Macdonell as a leader of the business community;
the Daily British Whig reported that
The interests of Kingston have of late years been
so much identified with Mr. Macdonell, that when
serious ill health caused him to go to England
last fall the city felt his departure as a loss
9
affecting the whole of the inhabitants.
In the view of one historian, however, Macdonell "was given
10
to optimistic, even grandiose speculations",
and this
subdivision appears to qualify for this description.
Macdonell built a new street, Collingwood, and set out
forty-four building lots on it between King and Union
streets.

But, as with a great number of his enterprises,

Macdonell misjudged the timing of his effort.

Upon his

death in 1864 he left his law partner deeply in debt; by
1881 his estate still owed John A. Macdonald over $41,000.

12

Macdonell's efforts in his subdivision obtained little
result; the aerial map of Kingston for 1875 by H. Brosius
shows only two houses built on the street, along with the
Frontenac Brewery, which had been built before Macdonell
bought the area.

In 1858, however, Macdonell rented lot #11

to James Gardiner, a teacher at the Provincial Peniten-
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tiary,

13

and this distinguished dressed limestone cottage

appears to be the result.
This is a two storey rubble limestone house, three bays
wide and rectangular in shape (33 x 21 feet for the original
section).

There is a two storey addition on the rear, built

in 1950 and containing a dining room and kitchen on the
first floor and a bedroom and bathroom on the second.

There

are projecting angle quoins of hammer-dressed limestone on
the corners and flat arched heads, also in rough hammerdressed limestone; the windows sit on narrow ahslar lugs ills.
There is an elliptical fanlight above the door, which is
original, topped by an elliptical arch in hammer-dressed
limestone.

There are two chimneys centred side left and

side right which are of red brick.

The interior on the

first floor appears to have been divided into two rooms,
each with an original field-stone fireplace.

There is a

simple straight stairway with a simple turned baluster.

The

upstairs originally contained four bedrooms in the original
section; the 1950 renovation created a bedroom out of the
14
two northern bedrooms.

The basement has also been reno-

vated into a games room, with fireplace, and a furnace-workroom; there is a long pine crossbeam off centre to support
the floor above and this appears to be original. Indeed,
early maps indicate that there was a house on this site
earlier than 1855, and while the upper section is definitely
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of mid-century construction, the beam and foundation may be
part of an earlier building.
This house has undergone extensive interior renovation.
A two storey wooden addition was built to the rear between
15
1902 and 1908,
and this was superceded in 1950 by a
stucco exterior.

The interior was redone, the former

dining-study area being returned to a single room and the
master bedroom upstairs developed as noted above.

The 1875

aerial view of Kingston shows a narrow wooden verandah on
1C

three sides of the house,

but there is no evidence that

such was the case and by the publication of the first
insurance plan, by Charles Goad in 1892 the verandah had
been removed.
This house has undergone numerous changes of ownership.
A.J. Macdonell's widow resided here until 1900, according to
the city directories; her heirs sold the house in 1902 to
James S.R. McCann, a real estate and insurance broker, who
17
rented, and then in 1906, sold it to Francis Partridge.
There have been a number of middle class owners and tenants
during this time, but the house has been well maintained, and
now sits in the midst of mainly twentieth century surroundings on the edge of the campus of Queen's University.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

68 Collingwood Street

Geocode:

06106002800068

1840

-

1850

-

1865

no listing

1875

no listing

1881

William Johnson, shoemaker

1891

Mrs. A.J. Macdonell, widow

1901

Mrs. A.J. Macdonell, widow

1911

Francis Partridge

1921

Mary Robinson, widow

1931

Ernest Flammer, professor, Queen's University

1941

Ernest Flammer, professor, Queen's University

1951

Alfred Jolliffe, professor, Queen's University

1961

Alfred Jolliffe, professor, Queen's University
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

68 Collingwood Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B4, lot 11
Detail of Sale

Patent

31 October
1803

Crown to Francis Xavier Rocheleau
East 1/4 of Farm Lot 22, 50 acres

E422

2 April
1819

F.X. Rocheleau and James Kipp to
Lawrence Herchmer, East 1/4 of
Farm Lot 22, 50 acres

F553

11 March
1820

Executors of F.X. Rocheleau to Ann
M. Herchmer, Joseph K. Herchmer,
William M. Herchmer, Charles L.
Herchmer & Jane C. Herchmer, East
1/4 for L400

N-135

12 July
1839

Charles L. Herchmer et al to Jane
Herchmer Macpherson 10 acres for
L400

B179 C of K

10 January
1851

W.M. Herchmer, Ann Herchmer & G.M.
Glasgow, Charles L. Herchmer, to
John MaCaulay and John Hamilton,
Trustees for Jane Macpherson, 40
acres for Ll,000

B756 C of K

2 November
1853

Trustees and Jane Macpherson to
Archibald John Macdonell, 22 acres
for L3,025

C84 C of K

9 March
1854

Trustees and Jane Macpherson to
Archibald John Macdonell, 12 acres
for L3,7 50

H557 C of K

25 May
1869

Donald Ae. Macdonell, heir of A.J.
Macdonell to D.A. Macdonell, trustees Lot 11 for $1 and other considerations

2-6869

11 October
1888

D.A. Macdonell to Mrs. A.J.
Macdonell Lot 11 for $1, N.L. and
A
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Instrument
number

Date

Detail of Sale

16-15880

2 October
1895

Mrs. A.J. Macdonell to D.A.
Macdonell, Lot 11 for $1, N.L.
and A

16-16500

1 April
1902

D.A. Macdonell to James S.R.
McCann, Lot 11 for $700
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Building Information
Date of Construction: 1846
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Builder
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18 King Street West

Kingston

Murney Tower, located on the lakeshore, in what is now
Macdonald Park, is one of four Martello Towers forming an
important part of the fortifications of Kingston.

The other

towers are Fort Frederick Tower, on Point Frederick at the
Royal Military College; Cathcart Tower, on the southwestern
end of Cedar Island; and Shoal Tower, located in Kingston
Harbour opposite the City Hall.

Construction of fortifica-

tions on or near these sites had been contemplated in the
1820s, but the building did not get underway until after the
Oregon Crisis of 1845.

At that time war between Great

Britain and the United States seemed imminent, and the
British government decided to take measures to strengthen
2
the defences at the entrance to the Rideau Canal.
The
canal was the alternative water link between Kingston and
Montreal and it would have assumed vital importance had the
United States interfered with British shipping on the St.
Lawrence.
The Martello Tower, sometimes also called a redoubt by
the British military, derives its name from the type of fortification built by the French at Cape Mortella in northwest
Corsica during the latter part of the 18th century.

The

failure of their attack at Cape Mortella on 8 February 1794
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convinced the British that these circular forts were a valuable means of defence, and a number of them were built on the
south coast of England to meet the threatend invasion of
3
Napoleon.
Similar towers were constructed at Halifax and
Quebec City as well as at Kingston.

The advantages of this

system of defence, besides its military efficiency, were
that the towers were quick and relatively cheap to erect and
required a small garrison to man them effectively.

The

Murney Tower, for example, was functioning just six months
after construction began.

These were strong arguments in

favour of adopting this style of defensive work in Canada,
particularly at Kingston where the geography of the harbour
and vicinity lent itself admirably to this form of
A

*

4

defence.
Provision for building the Martello Towers was contained
5
in an order dated 20 August 1845.
Plans were prepared at
once and received in Kingston in December.

Although it

probably followed established specifications layed down by
the Royal Engineers, there is an early plan and elevation of
Murney Tower dated 9 December drawn by Captain I.A. Russell
of the 93rd Highlanders.
Russell's drawing calls for a stone tower 36 feet high
containing two floors and supporting a gun platform.

The

outside of the walls are elliptical in shape caused by the
thickness of the walls tapering from 11 feet on the side
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facing the water to seven feet on the landward side.

The

interior of the tower is a true circle with a radius of 18
feet.

In the centre of the tower is a stone pillar six feet

thick which rises from ground level to the second floor
where it forms a vaulted ceiling with the wall.

This vault-

ing gives the ceiling the strength to support the heavy
cannon on the gun platform.

The ground floor was intended

as a magazine while the second floor housed the officers and
men.

The second and top levels are joined by a circular

staircase built into the thick part of the wall.

The gun

platform, protected by six foot high walls, was open, and it
was intended that rainwater would collect on the sloping
floor and drain by means of pipes to a storage tank located
under the ground floor.
Russell's drawing was modified slightly to allow for a
dry moat and earth wall to surround the tower and the creation of four carponnieres, loop-holed chambers extending out
from the walls from which snipers could defend the tower from
landing parties.

The final plan was approved by Lieutenant-

Colonel R.H. Bonnycastle, of the Royal Engineers at Kingston,
on 2 January.

Despite the winter and a strike for higher

wages, work was sufficiently along by 10 June to allow
gunners of the Royal Artillery to fire a cannon from the
7
tower.
The signing of the Oregon Treaty a few days later
eliminated the need for haste, and on 28 August the Kingston
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newspaper reported the tower nearly finished.
The stonework of the tower is of a very high calibre
necessitated by the round walls and vaulted ceilings.

The

ground floor containing the magazine was entirely bricked
over to protect the contents from dampness.

Air spaces were

built along the walls to prevent spontaneous combustion.
All the floors were laid with wooden pegs to prevent sparks
arising from contact with metal nails in soldiers' boots.
Illumination of the powder chamber was provided by a lan9
tern which is separated from the room by a window.
Captain Russell's plans for the tower at Murney Point
call for two 24 pounder guns as the main armament but these
were changed to have a single 32 pounder mounted on a circular track.

There seems to have been no hurry to install

this gun after the signing of the Oregon Treaty because the
carriage is stamped 1859.

Three carronades on the main

floor probably provided auxiliary fire power.

A wooden

12
roof was added over the gun platform in 18 67.
Murney tower derives its name from Murney Point where
it is located.

Murney Point was part of a farm lot granted

by the crown in 1791 to Captain Michael Grass, a retired
British officer and leader of the United Empire Loyalist
refugees who settled at the mouth of the Cataraqui
River.

13

The lot next to Grass' was granted to the

Captain of a merchant vessel, Henry James Murney, in 1795
who then purchased the point of land from Captain Grass.
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Murney was the sole possessor of all this land until 18 24
when he subdivided it and sold it piecemeal to other parties.
That part on which the fortification stands was acquired by
the Marine Railway Company.

In 1840, the individual owners

of Block F, which contains approximately the land now known
as Macdonald Park, agreed in conjunction with the Marine
Railway Company to surrender their property to the Queen
"for diverse good causes and considerations".14 The
Martello Tower that was built here was originally named
Murray after Sir George Murray, Master-General of the
15
Ordnance at Kingston.
Although the name was cut into
the stonework of the building, common usage insisted on
calling it Murney Tower.

The second 'R' in the cut-stone

inscription was therefore eventually covered over by a metal
'N' and the building received official recognition as
"Murney Redoubt'.
With Confederation, plans were made to turn the
Kingston fortifications over to the Dominion of Canada, and
the transfer was achieved on 10 August 1870.17 Murney
Tower was occupied by the militia and for a while housed
families of officers, but by 1890 it had become obsolete and
18
was abandoned.
The land around Murney Tower was purchased by the city for a park in 1890, although the building
itself remained the property of the Department of the
Militia.19 The Kingston Historical Society requested that
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the government turn over the tower to them for use as a
museum.

Their request received increased public support in

1921 when a heavy gale swept the roof off the tower killing
a small boy.

A new roof was built and in 1924 the govern-

ment supervision of the tower was transferred to the
National Parks Branch of the Department of the Interior.

An

arrangement was made with the Kingston Historical Society to
refurbish Murney Tower as a museum which was opened in
1925.20
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Figure 1:

Cutaway elevation of Murney Tower.

Public Archives of Canada, C-29186.

CO

Figure 2:

Martello Tower, Kingston, August 1913.

Public Archives of Canada, PA-16838.
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271-279 King Street West

Kingston

One factor which drew residential development to the west of
the original townsite was the location there of what was reportedly the largest brewery and distillery in North America,
built by James Morton.

Drawn there by ready access to an

unlimited supply of clean water, the position of acceptable
port facilities and the availability of large quantities of
grain, Morton established a brewery in Kingston in 1831.
Born in Ireland, Morton came to Canada in 1824 and was
apprenticed to the Montreal brewer, Thomas Molson, at his
Kingston brewery, which was located between the town and John
Plant Bower's tannery on Farm Lot 25.

By 1831 Morton had

done sufficiently well to enter a partnership with Robert
Drummond of Kingston, as a brewer; the former left Molson's
employ after the latter's Kingston brewery was totally des2
troyed by fire.
By 1834 Morton was in partnership with
3
John S. Cormack as well, but it was the establishment he
shared with Drummond which became the foundation of Morton's
Brewery and Distillery.

Drummond died in 1840 and Morton

took over the entire operation, which occupied a 4 3/4 acre
4
lakefront lot of Farm Lot 21.
Morton's brewery was the basis of an extensive business
conglomerate which he rapidly developed in the expansive
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economic environment of the 18 40s.

By the end of the decade

he held real estate in many locations across Upper Canada,
and interests in a sawmill, shipping, railways, a foundry
5
and railroad contracting.
As his residence, Morton
purchased, in 1853, Thomas Kirkpatrick's magnificent twelve
acre estate adjacent to the brewery, called St. Helen's
(06106002900440).6
Within the space of little more than a decade Morton
had established "one of Canada's largest distilleries, with
7
a fine reputation for quality,"

and a vertically inte-

grated financial empire of wide range, based on his brewery
operation.

As part of his operations, Morton decided to

build an extensive range of cottages across the street from
his brewery, as accommodations for senior workers and as a
rental property.

To this end in 1852 he purchased seven

lots of a subdivision which had been organized in 1842 by a
Q

Toronto politician, William Henry Boulton.

The idea for

the cottages may have existed for quite some time, for the
architect for them, William Coverdale, noted in his accounts
for 1842 a bill for "cottages for Mr. Morton".

In any case

the accounts show that Coverdale was paid to design "18
9
cottages for James Morton" in 1853.
The assessment rolls
for Victoria Ward in 1853 show eight of the cottages com10
plete, and those for 1854 show all eighteen as inhabited.
The 1860 map of Kingston shows them ranged in three parallel
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rows, only the first six situated along the roadway,
these are the only cottages which have survived.

and

Nothing is

known of the other two ranges which were demolished before
1892, and the six remaining units have been extensively
renovated internally to create five row houses so that only
the exteriors give a clue to the original workmanship.
the construction is unusual.

Here

Three of the cottages are of

wooden frame construction with a brick veneer exterior while
the other two (originally three) are of brick construction
12
to the eaves with wooden roofs and gables.
All are two
and one half storeys in height and have irregular additions
on the rear of wood; these were added between 1855 and
13
1869.
In style and scale, the whole provides an interesting comparison to Hales' Cottages, a group of five
cottages one block to the west, built in 1841 by the
14
Kingston merchant Charles Hales.
These are "an
15
excellent example of early, prestige, row housing"
with
walled gardens in front and stone stables to the rear, all
in rubble limestone stuccoed over.

Morton's Cottages show

distinctly their lower middle class orientation in the
choice of cheaper materials, in their lack of any front
space at all and in the smaller size of units.

Whereas the

residents of Hales' Cottages were middle class professional
owners, those of Morton's Cottages were generally lower
middle class individuals—clerks and brewers in Morton's
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own distillery, guards at the provincial penitentiary and
asylum, ministers, bookkeepers and other junior level pro, 16
fessionals.
Morton's fortunes declined after he built these
cottages; the story of his financial ruin is complicated and
involved an over-extension of his credit and the business
contraction or depression of the late 1850s.

By 1859 he was

bankrupt, but the court proceedings were ptotracted and
nothing had been settled when he died on 7 July 1864.
Morton continued to perform the role of wealthy provincial
industrialist despite his bankruptcy; he was to have hosted
the Prince of Wales and the Prime Minister of Great Britain
when they visited Kingston in 1860, though Orange Order
demonstrations scuttled the intended stop-over, and he ran
successfully as a candidate for the Canadian legislature in
17
1861.
But the simple fact remained that Morton owed
more than a quarter of a million dollars more than his total
18
assets on his death,
and slowly his holdings were sold.
The process was further complicated by the collapse in 18 67
of Morton's main mortgager, the Bank of Upper Canada, and it
was not until 1873 that the cottages were transferred to the
19
Newman family of Kingston.
It may have been at this
time that the two rear rows of cottages were demolished,
though nothing was built in their place until after 1900.
The new owner, William Newman, had been a lakeboat captain

352

who retired during the 1880s;

20

in 1900 he appears to have
21
united the first two units ito one house,
but during his
entire ownership the other four units were rented out,

mainly to guards at the penitentiary.

The cottages remained

in the Newman family until 1928 when they were sold to
Clifford Nash. 2 2
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

271-279 King Street West

Geocode:

06106002900271-279

1840

-

1850

-

1865

18 units, 6 in first range

1875

18 units, 6 in first range

1881

6 units in first range

1891

6 units in first range

1901

5 units in first range

1911

5 units in first range

1921

5 units in first range

1931

5 units in first range

1941

5 units in first range

1951

5 units in first range

1961

5 units in first range
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

271-279 King Street West

Registry description:
34 and 35
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B15, lots 1, 2, 3 and parts of

Detail of Sale

Patent

14 March
1804

Crown to Richard Cartwright, west
half of Farm Lot 22. A number of
transactions are passed over)

B15

18 June
1842

Plan of subdivision of Southwest
part of Farm Lot #22 owned by
William Henry Boulton

K516

23 July
1850

William H. Boulton to John
Sinclair

K516

10 July
1850

Assignees of John Sinclair to Rev.
W.M. Herchmer

K516

27 March
1852

Rev. W.M. Herchmer to James Morton
lots 1, 2 and 3 on King St. and
lots 31, 32, 33 and 34 on Beverly
Street for L262 and other considerations

J200

12 May
1870

A Chancery Certificate grants all
of these lands to the Trustees of
Upper Canada

K310

24 October
1872

C.V. Price, executor of Margaret
Morton, transferred ownership to
the Cueen

N604

8 February
1873

The Cueen to William Newman for
$3,040

48-44255

27 June
1928

Heirs of William Newman sold lots
1, 2, 3, 34 and 35 to Clifford
Nash, as a trustee, for $9,000

246118

4 April
1973

Heirs of Clifford Nash, as trustee
transferred control to Douglas R.
Macpherson as trustee
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Instrument
number

Date

Detail of Sale

246119

8 November
1973

Douglas Macpherson, trustee,
turned over control jointly to 5
res idents

57-58165

31 January
1944

Anella Minnes (personally and as
executrix of Wm. T. Minnes) to
Wesley W. Hawley for $30,000 and
other lands

Plan 455
Plan 528

10 May 1955
29 April
1953

Plans of sub-division of Hawley
estate

72-786607

1 May 1954

Executors of W.W. Hawley to Mr.
& Mrs. Leonard T. Gibson for
$23,000
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Historian: Dana Johnson
Date:

February,

Geocode:
City:

1977

06106002900437

Kingston,

Address: 437

K

Ontario

i n g s t r e e t W.

Building Name:
(if important)

Copsewerth
(formerly
Lakeview)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 7 8 - 7 9
Architect:
P o s s i b l y W i l l i a m Newlands of

Kingston

Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: James A. C r a i g , bookkeeper
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: Michael Doran, P r e s i d e n t
of t h e K i n g s t o n Foundry; P r o f e s s o r Adam S h o r t t , Queen's U n i v e r s i t y
Notable type of occupants: Middle and upper c l a s s
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use:

Residential,

single

professionals

dwelling

Major building material : wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
Interior renovation to
1897
c h a n g e , bedroom i n t o
library
Minor i n t e r i o r r e n o v a t i o n s
1930s
t o make house i n t o d u p l e x
Comments^ t y p i c a l 2 1/2 s t o r e y V i c t o r i a n r e s i d e n c e b u i l t i n a s e c t i o n of
t h e c i t y d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 0 0 and made a c c e s s i b l e by t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n of t h e S t r e e t R a i l w a y .
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437 King Street West

Kingston

Until 18 50 the Farm Lots to the west of the original townsite constituted the "Western Liberties" of the City of
Kingston, having no representation on City Council but being
taxed at a much lower rate than the various wards.

The

Municipal Act of 18 50 annexed these areas to the city and
1
created two new wards, Rideau and Victoria,

But residen-

tial and industrial development proceeded much more slowly;
part of the reason for this was the barrier of the Ordnance
lands, which constituted nearly the whole of Farm Lot 23 and
2
which was not subdivided until 1873.
Up to this time
there had been only scattered residential building—largely
in the form of country villas set in spacious grounds—and
one major industrial complex, Morton's Brewery and
3
Distillery, had been built there.
After the sale of the
Ordnance subdivision this western area was slowly subdivided and lots sold off; still the process of expansion
was sluggish.

Perhaps in anticipation of the electrifica-

tion of the street railway to Portsmouth, which took place
in 18 78, George Morse subdivided a block of land bounded by
4
King Street West, Ellerbeck, Union and Livingston Streets.
Among the most desirable lots was an acre section on the
north side of King Street, directly across from the twelve-
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acre lakefront estate, Mortonwood (440 King St. W.,
06106002900440) then owned by R.W. Barrow.

This acre lot

was sold in 1877 to James A. Craig, senior bookkeeper for
the largest wholesale grocer in Kingston, Gunn and Company.
Between 1878 and 1880, the Assessment Rolls show, Craig had
constructed this two and one half storey Victorian resi5
dence for his family.
The house is an essay in late 19th
century architectural orthodoxy; central to this period's
work were the irregularity of the floor plan, the differing
elevations on each facade, the use of decorative elements—
bay windows, porches, turrets, towers, balconies, clustered
brick chimneys, elaborate wooden trim, raised or inset
panels, dormers, variations in fenestration--to create
visual variation, the application of differing exterior
materials and the use of a broken roof line with many intersecting ridges and turrets.

Though the architect is

unknown, 437 King Street West possesses most of these attributes.

Unlike most late Victorian homes in Kingston, this

was constructed of wood rather than brick; it is essentially
an L-shaped building with a three storey tower at the crook
of the "L", and a one and a half storey wooden shed exten7
sion on the rear.
Facing south, towards the lake, the
house was initially called Lakeview; the front facade makes
use of this fact by providing a large number of windows of
varying shapes, elevations and sizes.

The house is well-

362

sited, surrounded by mature trees and retains most of its
original property.
In 1884 the original owners, the Craigs, moved back
into town and Lakeview was sold to Michael Doran, a partner
in one of Kingston's largest industrial complexes, the
Kingston Foundries.

The Dorans and Craigs probably moved in

the same social circles, along with Doran's partner, George
Davidson, for when the Craigs moved in 1884, part of the
family moved into an apartment at Davidson's house at 32
g
Ontario Street.
It was Doran who added to the property,
purchasing a quarter acre lot fronting on Ellerbeck Street
9
10
in 1887 for a garden.

He died in 1893

and the house

was rented out for a short time to E.L. Clark, the manager
of L.H. Clarke and Company, the brewing company which had
taken over the bankrupt brewery of James Morton.

In

settling his estate, Doran's executors sold Lakeview to a
Queen's University economist, Professor Adam Shortt who
12
moved there in April of 1897;
the attached picture gives
a view of the house at that time.

Shortt's Scottish

ancestry led him to change its name to Copsewerth, meaning
"quiet woods".

He reported to a friend, "we have the house

at last in fairly good shape, with the exception of the
study, for which some of the bookcases have to be remodelled
13
to suit the space."
Jokingly he complained of his "farm
of an acre and a quarter" on which he had "every opportunity
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of studying practical agriculture in many of its most uncertain phases".

Mrs. Shortt identified its advantageous

location, "the street cars pass the house just as they turn
[from Livingston Street] on to King Street again when corning
14
to the Penitentiary". " The Shortts owned the house until
1907 when he moved to Ottawa to become the first chairman of
the Civil Service Commission.

He sold Copseworth to a

public school teacher, John G. Ettinger who had for several
years taught at the school on Garden Island just out of
15
Kingston harbour.
After his family had grown, during
the 1930s, the house was divided internally and an apartment created in the upstairs area, but otherwise the house
appears essentially as it was built.

The house is now owned

by Ettinger's daughter who had denied access.
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1

George M. Betts, "Municipal Government and Politics
1800-1850" in G. Tulchinsky, ed., To Preserve and Defend
(Montreal, 1976), pp. 242-3.

2

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office (hereafter
Registry), plan A-12 sub-division of parts of Farm Lots
23 and 24 in the 1st Concession of the Township of
Kingston, 16 February 1873.

3

Canada. Public Archives, Map Division, "Map of the
City and Liberties of Kingston, 1850, by Thomas
Gibbs".

4

Registry, plan C7 dated 30 June 1877.

5

City of Kingston Papers, Cueen's University Archives,
Assessment Rolls Victoria Ward for 1879 show the house
as under construction, as do the 1880 rolls; the 1881
rolls show it as complete and the 1880-81 Directory
indicates that the Craigs were in residence.

6

I am endebted to Mrs. Margaret Angus for her illuminating discussions with me on this topic.

7

Insurance Plan of the City of Kingston (Toronto:
Charles E. Goad, 1892-1902).

8

Registry, plan C2, Lot 7, passim.

9

Registry, plan B31, Lot 19.

10

Margaret Angus, Kingston General Hospital: A Social
History (Montreal, 1975), noting his donation of
$25,000 for the Doran Wing.

11

Directory of the City of Kingston, 1894 (Kingston, 1894).

12

Adam Shortt Papers, Cueen's University Archives, Shortt
to Andrew Haydon, 2 May 1897.

13

Ibid.

14

Ibid., Elizabeth Shortt to Andrew Haydon, 31 January
1898.

15

Calvin Company Papers, Cueen's University Archives, includes several references to Ettinger.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

437 King Street West

Geocode:

06106002900437

1840

-

1850

-

1865

-

1875

-

1881

James A. Craig, bookkeeper, Gunn & Company, grocers

1891

Michael Doran, president Davidson & Doran, Kingston
Foundry

1901

Adam Shortt, professor, Queen's University

1911

John George Ettinger, teacher

1921

John George Ettinger, Principal, Victoria School

1931

John George Ettinger

1941

John George Ettinger

1951

John George Ettinger

1961

Dr. G.G. Ettinger, retired doctor; Miss Barbara
Ettinger
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

437 King Street West

Registry description:

Instrument
number

Date

Plan B31, part of Lot 19

Detail of Sale

Plan B31

30 June
1877

(No prior grants are noted) Plan of
sub-division of the Southwest part of
Farm Lot 21 owned by George D. Morse

N-133

1 August
1877

George D. Morse to James Craig, all
of Lot 19 for $800

U3680

29 March
1884

James Craig to Michael Doran Lot 19
and Lot 8 for $2,500

13-13542

31 March
1897

Executors of Michael Doran to Adam
Shortt, Lot 19 and Lot 8 for $3,500

25-23002

1 May
1910

Adam Shortt to John George Ettinger,
Lot 19 and Lot 8 for $4,000.
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Addendum;

437 King Street West, Kingston, Ontario

This house appears to have been designed by William Newlands
of Kingston in 1878. The Newlands Papers, Cueen's University Archives, contains two drawings which may be connected
with this house; the first is an undated set of floorplans,
numbered 236, titled "Michael Doran:
house".

Plan for heating of

From comparisons with contemporary plans, it is

clear that this is for Copsewerth (437 King Street W.), and
since Doran owned the house between 1884 and 1897, but died
c. 1893, this set of plans may be dated between 1884 and
1893.

The second, numbered 281 and titled "South elevation

of house" is signed "EJA 1878" and appears to be a preliminary sketch of the facade of Copsewerth, differing from what
was finally built by the treatment of the second floor windows.

There are no plans, however, for the original house,

which was built for James A. Craig, but there is evidence
that Newlands built another piece of work for him; there is,
in the Newlands Papers, an undated plan (#17) of a set of
plans for James Craig, "proposed addition to dwelling house
on Princess Street.

Property of Duff estate".

If this house is the work of William Newlands, it is
one of the earliest pieces of design from the prolific hand
of that architect.

Newlands was born in 1853 in Kingston,
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the son of a mason, and other members of the family were
contractors, masons and carpenters.

Nothing is known of his

training as an architect, and the first notice of him in
that capacity is a listing in the 1883-84 Kingston City
Directory as an architect with an office at 79 Brock Street.
Newlands continued as an architect until his death in 1926,
at first by himself and later in partnership with his son,
John C. Newlands. Who the "EJA" of the 1878 drawing was, is
unknown, though it could have been a draftsman in Newland's
office.
Though it appears to be a very early piece of work, the
design of Copsewerth shows an architect noticably in command
of the resources of late Victorian architecture, ably presented in a rather unusual medium for Kingston, wood.

There

are a number of parallels between this design, and a number
of others in the Newlands Papers, particularly in the use of
gingerbread and in the use of round-headed windows on the
second floor.
The Doran plans show a large conservatory, extending to
the east from a doorway from the living room.

This feature

was replaced by a brick porch before 1908, when it is shown
on Charles Goad's Insurance Plan of the City of Kingston
(Toronto, 1908-15); the conservatory is shown in the attached
photograph of Copsewerth from the Adam Shortt Papers,
Cueen's University Archives.
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Figure 1:

Copsewerth; the conservatory was dismantled at an undetermined
date. From the Adam Shortt Papers, Queen's University
Archives. Photo-Image Studio, Kingston.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: C . J .
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

Taylor
1976

06106002900440
Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

440 King S t . W.

Building Name:
(if important)

St.

Helen's

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

1837-1838

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Thomas K i r k p a t r i c k , l a w y e r and
mavor of K i n g s t o n
and reason identified 2 :

Notable type of occupants: w e a l t h y o w n e r s
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Building use:

Original:
Residential, single dwelling;
present:
Governmental, o f f i c e
Major building material :
stone
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
balcony at r e a r
1850s
portcochere with balcony
and e n c l o s e d p o r c h
1866
W i l l i a m Newlands &
p l u m b i n g and h e a t i n g
1910
Son, Kingston
Comments:
T h i s b u i l d i n g was o r i g i n a l l y a c o u n t r y v i l l a .

first
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440 King Street West

Kingston

This large, two-storey, stucco-covered stone building was
originally a country villa but now houses offices of the
Canadian Penitentiary Service.
The site for St. Helen's, the front 12 acres of Farm
Lot 21, was purchased from Nicholas Hagerman in 1837 by
Thomas Kirkpatrick.

Farm Lot 21 had originally been

granted by the crown to Emmanuel Ellerbeck, a United Empire
2
Loyalist, around 1784.
Nicholas Hagerman, also a
Loyalist, lived in Adolphustown and was one of the first
3
lawyers in Upper Canada.
Thomas Kirkpatrick came to
Kingston from Ireland around 18 20.

He was admitted to the

bar in 1824 and joined the law practice of Christopher
4
Hagerman, son of Nicholas and a member of the Family
5
Compact.
Kirkpatrick married in 18 29 and had nine
children, the most famous being George Airey Kirkpatrick,
who became lieutenant-governor of Ontario in 1890.
Kirkpatrick moved into St. Helen's, named after his
wife, in 1838, the year that he was elected the first mayor
of the town of Kingston.

A question arose as to his

eligibility to hold office as his house was outside of the
town limits and he resigned, being re-elected in 1847.

In

the early 1850s he had another house built on Emily Street
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(Closeburn) and in 1853 sold St. Helen's and the adjoining
7
land to James Morton.
Morton added a balcony at the rear
of the house.
By the 1850s Morton was one of Canada's leading brewers
and prominent capitalists.

Besides brewing, he had invested

heavily in real estate, sawmills, shipping and railways.

By

18 59, however, the North American economic recession had
brought about a reversal of these fortunes and Morton died
9
penniless in 1864.
Mortonwood, as Morton had re-named St. Helen's, became
the property of his creditors.

It was probably rented out

although to whom is not known.

Around 1866 a port cochere

with balcony and enclosed porch was added.
The house was eventually sold in 1877 to Richard
William Barrow, a major in the Royal Canadian Rifles, who
named the house Ringwood.
before he died.

Barrow only lived here a year

His widow married Robert Smith, also a

military 1 2officer, and Sergeant-at-Arms in the House of
Commons.
Mrs. Barrow Smith died in 1907 and the house was sold
to E.J.B. Pense, owner-publisher of the Kingston British
Whig. 13 Pense re-named the property 'Ongwanada' reputedly
14
the Indian word for 'home sweet home'.
He commissioned
the Kingston architectural firm of William Newlands and Son
to effect some improvements in the house, notably the
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15
plumbing and heating systems.

Newland's plan of the

house shows the interior as it would have been before 1910
(see Fig. 1 ) . Mr. Pense died in 1910 and the house was then
occupied by A.B. Cunningham, a Kingston lawyer, and his
family until 1916.

The building was rented to the Depart-

ment of Militia and Defense for use as a convalescent home
and it became part of Sydenham Hospital.
The building was deeded to the federal government by
17
the heirs of E.J.B. Pense in 1919.
In 1924 it became
headquarters for the Eastern Ontario Military District and
18
was re-named St. Helen's.
An extensive wooden wing at
the southeast corner was added by the government but there
19
is no record of major interior alterations to the house.
In 1970 St. Helen's was taken over by the Penitentiary
Service of the Department of the Solicitor General for use
20
as an administration building.
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Figure 1:

Facsimile of "Plans of Proposed A l t e r a t i o n s at Ringwood, by
William Newlands and Son." Queen's University Archives.
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Historian: Dana J o h n s o n
Date:

February,

Geocode:
City:

1977

06106002900555

Kingston,

Address:

555

Ontario

King

S t . W.

Building Name: w a r d e n ' s R e s i d e n c e ,
(if important) K i n g s t o n P e n i t e n tiary
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 7 1 - 7 2
Architect: Edward E . H o r s e y
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type) Thomas P a i n t e r and J a m e s Adams, T r a d e
of K i n g s t o n P e n i t e n t i a r y d i r e c t i n g t h e p r i s o n e r s of t h e
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

F e d e r a l Government of

Instructors
Penitentiary
Canada

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants: Wardens of K i n g s t o n P e n i t e n t i a r y

1872-1933

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

u

...

building, use:

Original:
„

Residential,
.

single dwelling;

present:

cci„„

Governmental, o f f i c e
Major building m a t e r i a l : P i t c h - f a c e d a s h l a r
Alterations:
General Nature
Dare
I n t e r i o r renovation
Tyzi
into administrative
offices

limestone
Architect

Builder

Comments- S i t e s on a b l u f f o v e r l o o k i n g t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y , t h i s h o u s e
replaced the warden's residence inside the penitentiary walls.
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555 King Street West

Kingston

In 1833 Kingston was chosen by the provincial authorities as
the site of the only penitentiary in Upper Canada.

A one

hundred acre site was purchased on the waterfront, next to
Hatter's Bay, about two miles from the centre of town, and a
twelve acre section, bounded by the bay, the river and Front
(now King) Street, became the location of the first buildings.

Kingston's member of the Legislative Assembly,

Christopher Hagerman, was thought to be influential in
2
obtaining this facility for the community; he was the
solicitor-general for Upper Canada and an influential
advisor to the lieutenant-governor, and his own large
landholdings in the area—from which he made a good deal of
3
money--may have also effected the choice.

In any case,

the first buildings, designed by "Colonel Powers and Mr.
4
Mills" and modelled on the New York State prison at
Auburn,

were begun in 1833, and by 1835 the first

prisoners were transferred from county and district
jails.

Unlike many prisons, the Kingston Penitentiary

was built in a multitude of phases, as the need for
additional facilities increased and as financial resources
7
became available.
Because the Warden's Residence was the result of new
initiative in prison reform, some reference to the conduct
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of the prison may place this building in its proper social
perspective.

By 1870, the range of buildings within the

penitentiary walls had been completed, employing prisoner
Q

labour and stone quarried on the site.

Throughout the

existence of the prison, the authorities used prisoner
labour for at least three reasons:

they hoped to minimize

the cost of the process of punishment and reform, to provide
convicts with marketable skills which could help them reestablish themselves upon release, and to instill a "proper"
work ethic.

But the emphasis within these objectives

changed markedly through the nineteenth century.

Initially,

the prison was seen as a place primarily of punishment,
where aberrant behaviour could be hived off from the
community.

Crime was the result, not of socially-induced

conditions or pressures, but of personal decisions to break
socially-accepted standards of behaviour, the outcome of a
lack of discipline, training and self-respect on the part of
9
the individual concerned.
Until 1870, this appears to have been the main guiding
philosophy of the management of Kingston Penitentiary.
Discipline was severe; absolute silence was a requirement
during hours of work, and deviations from the regulations
resulted in swift and harsh discipline, as the punishment
records indicate.

But in 1871, a former Kingston major,

John Creighton, was appointed warden.

Creighton was a book-

seller and printer by profession, and had no previous
experience with prison matters.

His regime was generally
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much more liberal than his predecessors.

"I looked upon the

convicts as sent to the Penitentiary not only for punishment
but for reform," he stated in his first annual report to the
Directors of the Penitentiaries.

"The feelings that one

carries to a convict, that feeling you will surely awake in
him....

When men are to be corrected or rebuked, and the

proper effect is desired, they must be made to feel that
they deserve the punishment and that it is inflicted more in
11
pity than in anger."
Under Creighton's direction, discipline shifted from extensive use of the whip and starvation to moral suasion coupled with a variety of alternative,
12
comparatively moderate, disciplinary measures.

His

effectiveness in implementing a "new regime" can be seen in
the punishment statistics comparing 1870 and the first year
of his term, 1871.

The number of times that whipping was

used dropped from 249 to 35, while the number of occasions a
13
prisoner was "admonished" jumped from 183 to 628.
Coupled with Creighton's belief that less serve discipline would be productive of better conduct was his
greater emphasis on productive work as a method of producing
a reformed person.

It was never a simple task to develop

work programmes within the prison, for labourers both in
Kingston and in Portsmouth—the satellite community which
developed on the bay beside the prison—complained bitterly
of competition, and nearby residents generally were concerned
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if prisoners were allowed to work outside the walls of the
14
penitentiary.
Until 1870, therefore, most of the work
undertaken by the prisoners was in the building of the penitentiary buildings themselves, and in quarrying within the
confines of the walls.

Creighton emphasized the need for a

diversified programme of works, some of which would take the
convicts outside the prison.

Among his first projects were

a prison farm, on the broad tract of land running north of
the main buildings, and a new residence for the warden.
Both the warden, and the deputy warden, along with
their families, had lived in quarters within the prison
walls, but these were considered inadequate.

The prison's

chief architect, Edward Horsey, had drawn up plans for such
15
a building before his death on 27 March 1869,
and
Creighton put the idea of a new residence in motion.

The

site chosen "occupies a commanding position on the Penitentiary grounds, immediately opposite the main entrance to the
prison," reported Creighton, a position which would allow
16
the warden a view of the entire prison operations.
The
design which Horsey provided was for a two and one half
storey hammer-dressed limestone dwelling, essentially square
in plan with a wing which projects from the front southwest
17
wall and which ends in a bay window.
Horsey was an
Englishman, born in Sherborne, Dorset in 1809; he arrived in
18
Kingston in 1840.
He designed a number of Kingston
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buildings—the Frontenac County Court House (1854-58), the
Cataraqui Bridge (1844), the severe three storey double
stone house at 247-49 Brock Street (known as the Horsey
Stone building) and, unusual in comparison with the severity
of most of Kingston's architecture, his own Gothic Regency
residence, Elizabeth Cottage (251 Brock Street, 184119
43).
Horsey also did a great deal of work outside
Kingston, designing Victoria Hall at Brockville (1863),

20

the Court House and Gaol at Belleville (1839) and the Ottawa
21
Jail and Gaoler's House.
There are certain stylistic
similarities between Horsey's two major Kingston residences,
the Warden's house and Elizabeth Cottage, particularly in
their fine exterior decoration, but the former, as befits
its use, is rather more dignified and understated.

In any

case, Creighton ordered the work on his house begun in the
summer of 1871; the residence was to be a statement of what
his tenure as warden was to be like, and he stated with
obvious pride that "the greater portion of the stone used in
the construction of this building is from the prison
quarries and all the labour in each department has been per22
formed by the convicts."
The construction of the
Warden's residence—according to the trade instructors, "the
23
most important work performed during the past year" --was
part of Creighton's plan to increase the amount of useful
work undertaken by the convicts; his success in this project
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is reflected in the fact that, during his first year in
office, he reported a startling 62% increase in the number
of days worked by the prisoners.

This achievement was

accomplished in spite of an absolute decline in the number
of persons incarcerated, the number dropping from 686 to
24
628. *
How successful this programme was must be left to
students of the penal system; the quality of this single
effort is, however, beyond question.

The house was superbly

constructed, with fine attention to detail.

According to the

trade instructors, who supervised the erection of the building, the residence was
built of uncoursed or "broken" pitch-faced ashlar
with sunk margin quoins; the windows and other
dressings being of Ohio sandstone, moulded and
wrought; the chimney tops being of Prescott white
brick topped with Ohio stone.

The greater por-

tion of the material used being of home production, consequently the labor of the institution
has been brought largely into use in its construction.
The material purchased has been Ohio stone
for dressings; bricks for partitions, chimney
breasts, flues and tops, and sand, the whole costing $1,073.12.
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The estimated value of material and labour
is $4,893.99. 25
By February of 1873, Creighton was able to report that
"the Warden's House... is nearly ready for occupation, and
9 ft

will be in every way a very comfortable dwelling."

The

trade instructors added further details on the work completed during 1872:
The Warden's new residence has had all the whole
of the plastering done, the heating apparatus
and water supply completed, the joiner work and
interior finishings are in a forward state, the
stabling and outbuildings erected, roads formed
and macademized, and will be ready for occupa27
tion in the spring.
The work on the house continued over several years.

In

1873, the warden reported that "the steps forming the south
approach to the Warden's house have been laid, green house
28
built, and iron gates set up on stone foundations."
Annually after this, the form of the warden's reports
varies, and often, only numbers of days spent on each work
is given.

For example, 123 days of labour was done by the
29
carpentry and trades' section of the prison in 1875,
30
while in 1878, only 31 days of work was necessary.
In
1879, a vinery was built by the mason's department and
164 3/4 days of labour was contributed by the carpentry and
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trades' department, presumably on the same project. 31
By 1880 the house appears virtually have been completed.

A late nineteenth century traveller described it as

a large, fine stone building, of pleasing appearance, and beautifully situated within extensive
and well-kept grounds.

It is nicely terraced,

being approached from the south by a series of
stone steps, and from the east by a hedged drive
and walk.

The site of the residence (about four

acres) was originally a quarry, out of which has
sprung a house and grounds not surpassed for
beauty and convenience anywhere in the vicinity.

32

The building in its present condition is described in
an appendix; from this, it is clear that the house has
undergone substantial interior renovation.

A great deal of

the original interior moulding and decoration and the
stairways remain visible, but the ceilings, floors and walls
have been covered over by more recent work.

The attic--now

used as a storeroom--appears in its original, unfinished
condition, and it is here that the original stonework and
window surrounds are most easily seen.

Most of the

renovations were undertakn in 19 33, when the house was converted into administrative offices.

This was part of the

reorganization of the prison after the riot of 17 October
1932, the cause of which had been tied to overcrowded con-
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ditions in the penitentiary and to too great a distance be33
tween the warden and the prison itself.
As the thenwarden, Colonel W.B. Megloughlin, reported
The Administration building, formerly the warden's
residence, was remodelled during the year 1933
and occupied on November 16, 1933, relieving a
very congested condition within the main portion of the penitentiary and providing easy
access to the administrative offices by the
officers without the necessity of opening and
closing the heavy gates.

The building is cen-

trally located, being midway between the male
and female prisons.

A lecture room for the

staff has been provided on the second floor.

34

At the same time, the warden and his family moved back into
the penitentiary proper, into quarters formerly set aside
35
for the deputy warden.
The former Warden's residence continues to be used as
an administrative centre for the National Penitentiary
Service; currently it houses the Regional Reception Centre
and the Regional Medical Centre for the Ontario Region.
Like the entire Kingston Penitentiary complex, the future of
this building is uncertain.

It is generally accepted that

the facility is grossly outdated, and attempts have been
made to develop alternatives to it—the maximum security
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prison at nearby Millhaven is one of the proposed solutions
to the inadequacies of Kingston Penitentiary.

It is not

anticipated, however, that anything will happen within the
36
next five years.
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Appendix A.

Architectural Description

This complex of buildings consists of a house, square
in plan with its facade facing south, a number of additions
and wings at the rear of the house, a coach-house on the
east and a long wing connecting it to the main building.
The stonework of the complex is almost entirely pitch-faced
with sills, lintels, foundation and other trim in either
plain or tooled ashlar.

Almost all the detail on the house

is picked out in brownstone.

The windows in general are

either round-headed or segmental with a few camber arched
windows at the rear.

The majority of the segmental arches

have voussoirs and keystones.
The house proper is two and a half storeys high.

Its

square plan is offset by a wing which projects from the
front wall and ends in a bay window section.

This section

is not so wide as the wing and it rests on a very shallow
projection.

A porch extends from the east wall of this wing

across the rest of the first storey level of the facade.
Piers connected by segmental arches support the porch which
is an arcade with square, notch-cornered columns.

On the

surface of the arches, the columns extend up into pilasters
with capitals and there are brackets over each one.

The

arches are in the Ionic style with consoles for keystones.
The spandrels are pitch-faced.

The roof of the porch is
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flat and it has a coffered wooden ceiling.

The porch spans

two windows and a door which is the main entranceway to the
house.

It consists of double doors, a semicircular fan-

light and side lights.
The entranceway is concealed by a wooden enclosure
within the porch.

Of vertical beaded sheathing, this en-

closure has two doorways, one leads from the entrance steps,
the other leads onto the porch itself.

This latter doorway

has double, two panelled doors; the longer top panels end in
semi-circular arches and are filled with iron grill work.
On each side of this entrance are cast iron columns with an
acanthus leaf capital and springing from these capitals is a
label moulding, the crown of which has an antifixae pierced
by a finial.
The first storey of the bay window section has three
windows with arches and keystones like the ones on the
porch.
bracket.

Between each window is a pilaster topped by a
The central keystone supports a nailheaded block

instead of a bracket.

Separating the two storeys of the bay

section is a shallow roof.

The roof over the second storey

of the bay ends in a gable and along its raking cornice
there are modillions.

Under the peak of the gable is a

small round-headed window topped by a wooden label moulding.
The east wall of the house is three bays wide.

In the

first bay, the window is set in a large panel of brownstone
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whose edges are defined by consoles placed flat against the
surface of the wall.

Above this, in the second storey, is a

false window which rests in the chimney breast.

The exten-

sion is marked and supported by brown corbel stones.

The

chimney fills the second bay and the third is a double
window section.

On the first storey, the double window is

set in a shallow bay; in the second storey, the double
window has round arches and three pairs of brackets supporting the imposts from which the arches spring.
The west wall is three bays wide with two chimneys like
the one on the east wall.

In the first storey are three

French doors with transoms, the most northerly one is enclosed by a frame and glass porch with French doors.

There

is a partial string course and only two windows in the
second storey.
With the exception of the bay window wing, the roof of
this main building is hipped and topped by a decorative iron
railing.

All the chimney stacks have been removed.

There

are four dormers, all round-headed, one double window dormer
to the south, one on the eastern slope and two on the
northern slope.

All of them have label mouldings.

At the back of the building and projecting to the west
is a two bay, two-storey wing, topped by a gable roof with
the gable to the west.
the main house.

It abuts the small glass porch of

This wing extends across the back connect-
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ing with a wing projecting to the north from the main building.

It is three bays wide, two storeys high with a gable

facing north and a bull's eye window under the peak of the
gable.

Attached to and extending almost the full length of

the north wall of these wings, is a one-storey stone structure with a shed roof.
At the east side of the lot and slightly to the rear of
the main building is a one and a half storey coach-house.
Its south and east walls are of pitch-faced limestone and
its west and north walls are hammer-dressed.

The roof is a

cross gable topped by a cupola with louvered shutters and a
bracketed cornice.

On the north slope of the roof is

another gable, under each of the north gables there is a
door.

There are two doors in the north wall, one a garage

door and two windows, all camber arched.

The main entrance

to the coach-house is a large garage door in the east wall.
In the middle of the south wall is a shallow projection with
three narrow, pellet-shaped windows.

Under the peak of both

the east and south gables is a bull's eye window.
The west wall of the coach-house is connected to the
east wall of the back wing and a long one-storey, L-shaped
stone building.

The corner of the 'L' is rounded to the

south and this south wall consists of a series of large
twenty-four paned windows, double-hung sash, separated by
square wooden columns topped by a bracket.

In the north
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wall of the 'L' are three similar windows and three doors.
All have camber arches.

Source:

Buildings of Architectural and Historic
Significance (Kingston, 1975), Vol. Ill, pp.
12-16.
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Appendix B
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

555 King Street West

Geocode:

06106002900555

1840
1850
1865
1875

John Creighton, warden

1881

John Creighton, warden

1891

Dr. Michael Lowell, warden

1901

James M. Piatt, warden

1911

James M. Piatt, warden

1921

John Ponsford, warden

1931

John Ponsford, warden

1941

Penitentiary Administration Building

1951

Penitentiary Administration Building

1961

Penitentiary Administration Building
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Appendix C
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

555 King Street West

Registry description:

Instrument
number

Date

Southeast quarter of Farm Lot 20,
Registry Plan 54, part of Lot 182

Detail of Sale

Patent

31 December
1798

Crown to Reverend John Stuart,
east half, 100 acres

B219

8 May 1809

Rev. John Stuart to Dorothy
Stauben 100 acres for L125

C407

10 July
1813 "

Dorothy Stauben to Samuel Abbott
for L150

L73

30 May 1833

The executors of Hannah Abbott,
heir of Samuel Abbott, sold 100
acres to the King for LI,000
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Figure 1:

Warden's Residence, Kingston Pentitentiary. From Limestone
City (Kingston: Canadian Association of Stationary Engineers,
1896). Public Archives of Canada.

o
o

Figure 2:

Warden's Residence from the south-east, c. 1919.

Public Archives of Canada, PA-46246.

o
H

Figure 3:

Warden's Residence from the west, c. 1920 (before the greenhouses and rear chimney
were dismantled and the verandah removed). Public Archives of Canada, PA-46245.

o

Figure 4:

Warden's Residence, c. 1920.

Public Archives of Canada, PA-46253.
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Canadian Inventory of H i s t o r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report

Historian: C . J .
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

Taylor
1976

06106002900623

Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

6 2 3 King S t . W.

Building Name:
( i f important)

Portsmouth
Town H a l l

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 18 65
Architect:
William Coverdale,

Quebec

City

Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Village

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

of

Portsmouth
st

* J o n n Ambulance
S o c i e t y s i n c e 1952

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e : O r i g i n a l :
Governmental, c i t y h a l l ; present:
Professional, Financial, organization quarters
Major building m a t e r i a l :
limestone
Alterations:
General Nature

Comments:
1951.

Town H a l l o f

Date

the v i l l a g e

Architect

of

Portsmouth,

Administrative,

Builder

annexed t o Kingston

in
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623 King Street West

Kingston

For many years village life centred around this Classical
Revival Style building.

The Kingston Committee of Architec-

tural Review writes that "it was the centre of village
activities:

Council meetings. Church groups, temperance

meetings, political rallies and bazaars.
1
as a drill hall for the local militia."

It was used also
Since 1952 it

has been used by the St. John Ambulance Society and called
St. John House.
The Village of Portsmouth, situated on the western outskirts of Kingston, developed around a natural harbour and
limestone quarry.

Those assets led the Province of Upper

Canada in 1832 to select Portsmouth as the site of a new
penitentiary.

Since that time the prison business has

dominated the community's economy and prison architecture
its buildings.

Portsmouth was annexed to the City of
2
Kingston in December, 1951.
The lot on which the town hall stands was a marsh lot
3
created by the extension of the present King Street.
The
Portsmouth Village Council received a patent to this lot in
1862 and the following year created a reasonable building
site by adding great quantities of earth and limestone
4
fill.
In 1864 the Council was authorized to borrow
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$1,000.00 to build a town hall.
The plans were drawn that year by William Coverdale,
who was perhaps the greatest single influence on 19th
century Kingston architecture.

He came to Kingston from

Quebec City in 1832 to build the new penitentiary and he remained superintending architect at the Portsmouth Peniten7
tiary until 1848.
In the meantime he had relieved George
8
Browne as superintending architect of Kingston City Hall.
He was architect for St. James Anglican Church, 1844
(06106007600012), and for Sydenham Street United Church,
9
1851.
Coverdale also designed many residences including
a series on Earl Street:

Fraser House, 1847 (06106004000161)

Kerr House, 1848 (06106004000155), and Machar House, 1849.
When he died in September, 1865 he was architect for the
Lunatic Asylum (now Ontario Hospital).
Tenders for the new town hall were received late in
1864, too late for building, and when they were rebuilt in
12
the spring of 1865 the estimates had risen to $2,500.00.
Work began in July and the Village Council met in their new
13
hall for the first time on 6 December.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:Dana Johnson
Date: F e b r u a r y ,

1977

Geocode: 06106002900740
City: K i n g s t o n ,

Ontario

Address: 740 King S t . W.
Building Name S o c k wood
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 4 1 - 4 2
Architect: George Browne
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: J o h n Solomon C a r t w r i g h t , j u d g e ,
Notable subsequent owners and reason identi a i"ed : b a n P f o v i n c e of O n t a r i o
Notable type of occupants: S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s of
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

the Ontario Psychiatric
Hospital

Original:
Residential, single dwelling;
then:
Remedial,
asylum; p r e s e n t :
Vacant
Major building m a t e r i a l : L i m e s t o n e , s u t o c c o e d and l i n e d t o i m i t a t e smooth
Alterations:
ashlar
General Nature
natl,
. , . ,„
uace
Architect
Builder
A l t e r a t i o n of i n t e r i o r
1856
William Coverdale
f o r an a s y l u m
A d d i t i o n of c o n s e r v a t o r y c . 1920
to rear
Comments: T h i s i s an I t a l i a n - s t y l e c o u n t r y v i l l a w i t h a v e r y u n u s u a l
t r i b u n e and c u p o l a a s i t s c e n t r a l i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e .
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740 King Street West

Kingston

The Cartwright family of Kingston has made a major contribution to Canada's mercantile, judicial and political history.
From the original United Empire Loyalist settler, Richard
Cartwright, Sr., there has rarely been a period in Canadian
history when a member of the family was not prominent in
public affairs.
The Cartwrights have left a distinguished architectural
legacy to the city as well--identified Cartwright buildings
include 191 King Street East, 20 William Street
(06106004100020), 221 and 223 King Street East, and 21 and
23 Earl Street

--but none rivals Rockwood either in

grandeur or in architectural distinction, and few Kingston
buildings embody so clearly the aspirations and achievements
of their owners.
Between 1839 and 1840, John Solomon Cartwright
assembled a farm of 116 1/2 acres on the waterfront west of
the unincorporated village of Portsmouth, about three miles
2
from the centre of Kingston.
Cartwright was undeniably
Kingston's leading citizen; a lawyer, he had studied at
3
Lincoln's Inn, London from 1827 to 1830.
By birth and
inclination he was a member of the Family Compact in Upper
Canadian politics; he held senior militia commands, was a
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justice of the peace and, from 1834 until just before his
death, was the District Judge for the region around Kingston,
4
the Midland District.
At the same time, he was a member
of the Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada for the riding
of Lennox and Addington from 1836 until 1844.

His

fortune—partly inherited from his father, Richard
5
Cartwright, Jr., and partly the result of John Solomon's
initiatives in land speculation, merchandising and banking—
permitted him a large town house and a magnificent set of
offices, both close to the offices of the Commercial Bank of
the Midland District, of which he was president.

The

Portsmouth farm was to be Cartwright's country estate, and
in 1841 he hired George Browne, the Chief Government Architect to build "an Italian Villa", which Professor J.D.
Stewart has called "a gem of architecture in itself, and one
7
of Browne's finest and most personal works."
On 24 July

1841 Browne advertised:

To Carpenters and Builders:

Tenders will be

received from experienced Contractors and
Builders for erecting an Italian Villa, near
Hatter's Bay, for John S. Cartwright Esq.,
according to plans and Specifications drawn
for the same.
Tenders to be opened on the 10th August
. 8
next.
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The tribune shows one further element of Browne's
artistry—the attempt to unite interior and exterior.

The

exterior and interior are similarly treated; each has a
single dominating focus, the tribune for the interior, the
pedimented porch for the exterior.

The latter is given focus

by the four massive wooden Tuscan pillars, two square and two
rounded, enclosing a small porch with the main door inset.
The false-ashlar exterior is also repeated, with the same
muted colours, on the walls of the gallery of the tribune.

17

The tribune leads directly into a magnificent dining
room, a long rectangle (see floor plan attached) with wide
windows opening out onto the gardens, with (before the Provincial Asylum was built along the lake in 1859) a superb
view of the river, the islands and Lake Ontario.

The

front-to-rear axis, created by the tribune and dining room,
18
is clearly the heart of Browne's design;
the side wings
contain, to the west, a drawing room and boudoir, and on the
east, a library and chamber room.

The boudoir and staircase

are both carefully designed to fit into the curved space
created by the porch and tribune; the former is an apseheaded room while the latter is elliptically-shaped.
The second floor is set out in six bedrooms of varying
sizes, arranged about the gallery of the tribune.

The bed-

room fireplace surrounds are original—the first floor units
are 20th century replacements—and are nearly identical to
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each other:
The tops are plain chunky pieces of pine with
simply rounded corners.

The upright pieces

have attached ornaments which appear like
elongated inverted U-shapes.

At first glance

these features appear to be wholly abstract.
Yet closer examination reveals that they derive
from a special type of acroterium (the terminals on the roofs of ancient temples) which
have been extended enormously.

19

As Professor J.D. Stewart has suggested, Browne's design of Rockwood combines elements of both a primitive and a
Neo-Baroque style.

This facet is reflected in his use of

the Tuscan style for many of the elements of the building,
for the Tuscan order was seen, in mid-19th century architectural orthodoxy, "as the most primitive of all the classical
orders—the one closest to the vernacular.

Its proportions

were heavier than those of any of the other orders, its
decoration simpler, and there was a marked tendency in the
Tuscan for the structural forms like horizontal eaves
(cornice blocks or corbels) to show in all their functional
20
nakedness."
Thus, in Rockwood's porch, the architect
has accentuated the massiveness of the entryway by using
heavy wooden blocks under the cornice of the portico, a
feature which Browne repeated in his design, a year later,
21
for Kingston's imposing City Hall.
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While Browne's design may have been admirably suited to
the needs of its owner, Cartwright was not to enjoy Rockwood
for long.

He declined the post of solicitor-general for

Canada West upon the resignation of Robert Baldwin in May of
1842, and resigned as a member of the Legislative Assembly
22
in October of 1844, blaming his deteriorating health.
Cartwright died on 15 January 1845, and his funeral pro23
cession commenced from Rockwood.
In the spring of 1846,
his widow, Mrs. Sarah Cartwright, advertised the main house
for rent at L60 per annum; it may have been that Mrs.
Cartwright wished to return to the society of the town, for
Harriet Cartwright (the widow of J.S. Cartwright1s twin
brother, the Reverend R.D. Cartwright) had written to her
Irish relatives that Rockwood was "a quiet retired spot"
which was "near enough town for convenience but sufficiently
far to escape from many of the harassing interruptions
24
impossible to avoid in town."
In any case, by 1848,
Mrs. Sarah Cartwright had returned to the town house, which
had been rented out while the family lived at Rockwood, and
25
in 1852 she remarried.
There appears to be no record of who lived at Rockwood
after 1848, though Mrs. Harriet Cartwright may have continued to live at the cottage which adjoined it.

By 1854,

however, Mrs. Sarah Cartwright (now Mrs. John Colville
Cruikshank) had rented it out to Dr. J.P. Litchfield, a
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Professor of Forensic and State Medicine at the newly-founded
26
Medical Faculty of Cueen's College.

Reputed to be a

former Inspector of Hospitals in Australia and the Superintendent of an English Asylum for the Insane, Litchfield
began the use of Rockwood as an asylum, for "there also
dwelt under his supervision at Rockwood well-to-do gentlemen
27
of unsound mind."
The Toronto architect, John Howard, had first broached
the subject of an asylum and public hospital for Kingston
early in 1829, but Toronto (then York) won out over Kingston?
28
the result was a Howard design, 999 Queen Street Westo
The city attempted again in 1844 to support an asylum, the
grand jury identifying both a House of Industry and an
asylum as solutions to Kingston's high crime rate--a
29
sentiment shared by the governor-general.
But it was
only in 1856, after the local authorities had given
Litchfield a licence to operate a private hospital,

that

the province moved on the idea, purchasing Rockwood from the
31
Cartwright estate for L5000.
The stables were renovated
to house twenty-four women who had been inmates at the near32
by Kingston Penitentiary.
In September of 1859 the
province authorized a much larger asylum, designed by
William Coverdale of Kingston and built by convict labour on
a lakefront site south of Rockwood.

By 1862 it was

completed, and the prison transferred twenty-one inmates to

414

the facility.

An addition, opened in 1865, made accommoda-

tions available for all the criminally insane men from the
prison, and another building, opened in 1868, replaced the
"stable asylum" for women.

In 1868 the mandate of the

Asylum was changed from the care of the criminally insane to
the care and treatment of the mentally ill generally, and in
1877 the province of Ontario took over the administration of
the institution from the federal authorities, an act which
emphasized the medical rather than the criminal nature of
33
its type of care.
During all of this time, Rockwood itself served as the
residence of the Medical Superintendent of the Asylum.
Members of the Cartwright family continued to occupy the
cottage adjoining the house, but the closeness of the hospital, and the relative freedom it afforded its inmates caused
some irritation.

In 1866, for example, Richard (later Sir

Richard) Cartwright wrote his friend, John A. Macdonald,
that a fence ought to be erected between the Asylum and his
property.

Macdonald wrote E.A. Meredith of the Public Works

Department that "I think he [Cartwright] has a right to insist
upon such a wall being built and not to be liable to the
34
intrusion of lunatics."
A wall was built, but in 1868,
the family sold the cottage and its three acre site to the
35
government;
in 1878, the Cartwrights sold the remainder
of their property in the area, the broken front of the south-
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east s e c t i o n of
government

lot 1 7 , west of the Rockwood

for L7980 and

some town

l o t s ; this

A s y l u m , to the
is now

the

76
site of the p r e s e n t O n t a r i o P s y c h i a t r i c
Rockwood

has undergone

Hospital.

some r e n o v a t i o n , though

it has

been well maintained.

In 1856 C o v e r d a l e m a d e some m i n o r

c h a n g e s to a c c o m m o d a t e

the new function of the h o u s e as a

private asylum.
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There are two one-storey 20th century

additions to the rear, which interfere with its original
symmetry.

On the west, "a sunporch replaces the original

greenhouse and the upper storey window with its classical
38
wood surrounds has been altered to contain a door."
On
the east, another porch has been added onto the rear? containing a kitchen wing.

The library has been divided to

make room for a washroom, and most of the fireplaces have
been sealed.
Rockwood served as a residence for the Medical Superintendent of the Ontario Psychiatric Hospital until 1955, when
it became too difficult to run such a large house without a
great deal of domestic help.

It was then turned into a

nurse's residence, but at the time of writing has been
vacant for some years.

Negotiations are now underway with

the Ontario Heritage Foundation to make provision for its
maintenance.
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Appendix A

Rockwood House is a large, two storey villa with a two
storey central wing and two twentieth century additions at
the rear.

The original section is of limestone stuccoed and

lined to imitate a smooth ashlar surface.

It is set on a

stone base faced with wood topped by a wooden base course.
This base, a wooden string course between the first and
second storeys and the chunky dentils under the eaves, all
served to unify the various elevations.

A further unifying

factor was the basement-level fenestration with its high
segmental arched windows and deep wells. This unity has
been broken by the additions which do not carry out these
architectural features.
The front elevation, which faces north, is dominated by
a massive two storey central portico with a pediment and
Tuscan capitals to the columns.

This portico projects from

the front wall only the depth of the wooden columns—the
square columns to the outside as they are attached to the
building and the round, lighter columns towards the centre
as they are free-standing.

Behind these columns the wall

area is divided into a central portion consisting of a doorway with transom light and simple wood surround in the lower
storey and a small rectangular window in the upper.

A pair
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of pilasters separates this central section from the curved
area on either side.

The area to the east of the doorway

has a tall, narrow, round arched window in the lower storey
and a rectangular window in the upper while the area to the
west has these same features but blind rather than open.
The other windows in this north elevation are grouped into
four pairs. All are double casements with offcentre glazing
bars; those of the lower storey having a transom and those
of the upper each having a bracketed wooden balcony. A
shallow projection of the wall and cornice serves to accent
both corners of the facade and provides a frame for the
fenestration and portico.

This symmetry is carried through

in the ribbed metal hipped roof where a pair of pierced
brick chimneys with plain stone caps rise on either side of
the panelled octagonal dome which is crowned by a skylight
of rose-coloured glass and topped by a ball finial.
Facing west the fagade of the house proper is simple,
consisting of a shallow projecting bay which includes the
cornice and which is decorated with a blind arched niche in
the lower storey and a rectangular fielded panel in the
upper.

The south section of this elevation has a pair of

French doors with transom and two smaller double casements
in the upper.
The rear elevation, originally boasted the symmetry of
the front.

The area is framed by the same shallow projec-
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tions of the wall and cornice found on the front elevation
and is dominated by the wing with its gabled roof, eaves
return and wood quoins.

There are no openings on the side

of the wing but the end has three large windows with side
lights, and originally, double casements.

The upper storey

window opens on to a wooden balcony with an oriel bracket
and tent-awning roof.

To the west of the wing a sunporch

replaces the original green house and the upper storey
window with its classical wood surrounds has been altered to
contain a door.

To the east of the wing the original French

door with transom remains in the lower storey, although it
opens on to a porch of fairly recent construction.

Above,

is a window whose design repeats that found in the west
side.
The two-storey addition intrudes on both the south and
east elevations.

It has an ashlar base, three small windows

and a shed roof.

To the east there are two high basement

windows, three sash windows in the lower storey and three in
the upper; to the north a tall narrow sash window and a door
in the upper storey which serves as a fire exit.

The

framing of the fenestration in the remaining section of the
east facade is original.

The basement level has French

doors with side lights which open on to a terrace.

The

first and second floor windows are double casements with
side lights and the facade is completed by a rectangular
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segmental arched blind in the main storey.
Rockwood House is situated in the beautifully landscaped and generous grounds of the Kingston Psychiatric
Hospital.

The house itself is on a slight rise approached

by a sweeping curved drive.
the northeast.

A lime-stone coach house is to

Limestone walls serve to terrace the site

and to provide some smaller, sheltered areas. A stairway of
stone decorated with a scroll design on either side leads
from the house level to the lower level which originally led
down to Lake Ontario.
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Appendix B
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

740 King Street West

Geocode:

06106002900740

1842

John Solomon Cartwright, lawyer-politician-judge

1850

no listing

18 6 5

Rockwood

Asylum

18 75

Rockwood

Asylum

1881

Ontario Hospital

1891

Ontario Hospital

1901

Ontario Hospital

1911

Ontario Hospital

1921

Ontario Hospital

1931

Ontario Hospital

1941

Ontario Hospital

1951

Ontario Hospital

1961

Kingston Psychiatric Hospital
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Appendix C
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

740 King Street West

Registry description:

Instrument
number
Patent

Date

31 December
1798

Farm Lot 18, Lot 60

Detail of Sale

Crown to Micajah Purdy, West half of
farm lot 18, 100 acres
There are numerous subdivisions between 1798 and the Cartwright purchases below

N 156

10 August
1839

Augustus Thibodo to John Solomon
Cartwright, 60 acres in the East
half of Farm Lot 18 for L300

N 111

3 June
1839

William and Mary Marsh to John
Solomon Cartwright, 16 1/2 acres of
the N-E section of Farm Lot 18 for
L100

O 81

29 September James Sampson to Sarah Cartwright,
1840
40 acres of the broken front of the
w. half of Farm Lot 18 for L500

D 676

1 July
1864

Executors of John Solomon Cartwright
conveyed 16 acres of Rockwood to
James S. and John R. Cartwright

D 652

1 September
18 64

Heirs of J.S. Cartwright (including
above) conveyed 3 acres of Rockwood
to Rev. C.E. Cartwright

E 4 24
E 425

16 November
1868

Rev. Conway E. Cartwright to the
Queen, 3 acres (including Rockwood
House) for $6,000

Figure 1:

Rockwood, c.1920.

Public Archives of Canada, C-27723.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:
Date:

Johnson

February,

Geocode:
City:

D a n a

06106002900799

Kingston,

Address:

1977

Ontario

799 King S t . W.

Building Name: Newcourt
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction:

18 44

Architect: p o s s i b l y George Browne or William Coverdale
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner : w * 11iam Wilson,
Notable subsequent owners

merchant

and reason identified: Province of

Ontario

Notable type of occupants: O r i g i n a l l y r e s i d e n t i a l upper middle c l a s s ;
. . a f t e r 1887. i n s t i t u t i o n a l , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
.JdTaBIe occupants and reason identified Women's Medical College 18 90-93;
O n t a r i o H o s p i t a l Farm; S t . Lawrence College 1969-present
Building use:

Original:

Major building material:

Residential,

s i n g l e dwelling; p r e s e n t :
Educational, o t h e r
Limestone and s t u c c o with wooden verandah

Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
I n t e r i o r renovations t o
1905
e s t a b l i s h a 32 bed r e s i dence for the Ontario
Psychiatric Hospital
I n t e r i o r & e x t e r i o r renov. 1973
Lily I n g l i s
Normand & Fleming
Comments: Newcourt i s thought t o be the only Regency-style c o t t a g e
in the a r e a ; b u i l t as a r u r a l r e t r e a t for a Kingston merchant, i t i s
now the o f f i c e s of the P r e s i d e n t of S t . Lawrence C o l l e g e .
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799 King Street West

Kingston

One of the most interesting social phenomena of the midnineteenth century in Kingston was the exodus of professional men and their families from residences in the city core.
During the 1840s and 1850s at least forty merchants,
lawyers, manufacturers and other businessmen moved their
homes from the centre of town—often from quarters above
their places of work—to spacious country villas or town
houses.

Newcourt was one of the products of this process.

The owner of 799 King Street West was William Henry
Wilson, one of Kingston's leading wholesale merchants.

A

resident of Kingston at least from 1822 when he advertised
2
his women's wear shop, Wilson was the President of the
Kingston Board of Trade and an outspoken defender of the
3
interests of Kingston businessmen.

Like many Kingston

professional men, he was involved in a variety of commercial
ventures; he was, at various times, Vice-President of the
Provident and Savings Bank at Kingston, a member of the
Board of Directors of the Bank of Upper Canada, and a
4
collector of taxes for the town.
An indication of his
commercial success was his impressive business headquarters,
the Wellington or Wilson's Buildings (now the Victoria and
Grey Building) on the corner of Brock and Wellington Streets.
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This is a magnificent, George Browne-designed round-cornered
three and a half storey edifice which Wilson built during
5
1841-42.
Wilson and his family lived in large quarters
above the four shops on the first floor, but this did not
satisfy the Wilsons for long.

His commercial success, and

perhaps his view of his social status, led him to purchase a
44 acre farm about three miles outside of Kingston, on the
6
lakeshore across from John Soloman Cartwright's Rockwood.
Newcourt, built during the late summer of 1844, appears
to be an attempt at the establishment of a "country cottage"
for a well-to-do merchant, anxious to demonstrate the degree
to which his wealth permitted him to escape the rigours of
city life, to escape into a man-made, formalized rearrangement of nature.

"Delightfully situated on the bay shore, to
7
the west of the city," Newcourt was, and is, a Regency

cottage, located in a park-like setting, about two hundred
feet north of Front (now King) Street.

Reputedly the only

Q

Regency cottage in the area,

the house faced south,

towards the lake, and was "surrounded by some forty acres of
land in a very fine state of cultivation, occupied as Lawns,
9
Gardens, etc."
The Ordnance map of 1869 shows the house
and a series of barns and other outbuildings to the northwest, all surrounded by formal gardens, with rows of fruit
trees extending to the northern reaches of the farm.

As

Thomas Flynn noted, Newcourt was a model of the businessman-
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cum-man of leisure's rural retreat; it "forms as comfortable
and retired a residence as a man of business could wish to
retire to after the fatigues of the day."
This is a large cottage, measuring approximately fiftytwo feet in length and forty-eight feet from front to rear.
It may have been a design of George Browne, the Government's
Chief Architect in Kingston from 1840 to 1843.

Browne was

the designer of Cartwright's Rockwood and St. Andrew's
Manse, as well as Kingston's City Hall; he also designed
three round-cornered commercial buildings in the city, one
of which was Wilson's; the owner was impressed with that
work—he called it "that splendid Block of Stone Build12
ings".
Contemporary opinion agreed that Browne's work
for Wilson was impressive; one contemporary tenant though it
13
"justly esteemed one of the ornaments of Kingston." ' As
a government employee Browne was responsible to Hamilton H.
Killaly, the Chairman of the Board of Works, from whom
Wilson purchased the land on which Newcourt was built.
Finally, there are some Tuscan elements to the Regency
cottage, and this was one of Browne's identifying characteristics.

The attribution to Browne is, however, purely

conjectural.
Whoever designed Newcourt, the results were impressive.
It is a one-storey rectangular design, with a projecting
section centred on the front facade.

The projection is
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skirted by a wide verandah.

Emphasizing the

broad and low proportion of the house are the
hipped roofs on each of these sections.

The

house rests on a limestone basement and has
walls of stucco painted red.

Running between

the two levels is a wide wooden string course.
Both chimneys on the house are constructed of
brick.

One is on the ridge of the main block

towards the west side while the other is on
the east slope of the front project. 14a
The front is dominated by the wooden verandah, which
rests on blocks of limestone "regularly placed in a vertical
line with the square posts which rise and support the
15
verandah roof."
The verandah is a typical feature of
any Regency cottage, a style which was popular during the
first half of the nineteenth century.

"Other Regency

characteristics include the restrained yet decorative use of
fretwork at the top of the square posts supporting the
verandah roof, and the verandah railings decorated Chinesestyle."

1 fi

From t h i s p o r c h , e n t r y

a w i d e d o o r , "flanked
o r d e r , which

to the h o u s e

by two p a i r s of p i l a s t e r s

s u p p o r t an e n t a b l a t u r e

glazed portion."

17

is

through

in a T u s c a n

and are separated

by a

On either side of the m a m door were

large French windows with glazed transoms; the glazing and
the moveable interior shutters and their hardware are

430

original to the house.

18

On either side of the projecting

front wing are doors opening into a long hall which runs,
east-west, along the length of the house.

The rear, main

section of the house is a rectangle with a rear projection.
This extension is two storeys high and split level so that
it is not visible from the front, and is thought to have
19
contained the scullery and servants' bedrooms.
There is
a high basement beneath the main part of the house, the
floor being bedrock.

Extending to the west is a small porch,

a minature of the front in decor; part of this is enclosed
for a privy.

The rear facade

is six bays wide and has a window in every bay
except the fifth.

This bay contains a large

service door which probably replaced a window.
Beneath each window at the basement level is a
window with a brick head and a well in front
.. 20
of- it.
To the rear of the house is a brick root cellar, set
low in the earth.

"The interior is an impressive series of
21
barrel-vaulted niches off the main vaulted hall."
This
building has been renovated to house a staff club and
lounge.

The interior of the main house has also undergone

recent, but very sympathetic renovation under the guidance
of Kingston restoration architect Lily Inglis.

The front

rooms—what is thought to have been the original parlour—
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has been divided into two meeting rooms.

The rear section

has been converted into offices, washrooms and a lounge and
care has been taken to maintain as many interior walls as
possible.

The former kitchen is now an entryway and storage

area, while the former servants' rooms above have become a
22
loft meeting room.
Newcourt must have been an impressive country house in
the nineteenth century, as Flynn's commentary indicates.
remained the Wilson residence until 1860, when William
23
Wilson died.
Under his will the ownership of Newcourt

It

passed to his son, James Frederick Wilson, who was successively a Captain and a Brevet Major in "A" Battery of the
Canadian School of Gunnery.

The Canadian School was a

branch of the Royal School of Gunnery; established in 1871,
it had two corps, "B" Battery, stationed in Quebec City, and
"A" Battery, at Kingston operating out of Tete du Pont
Barracks.
When he was transferred in 1887, Wilson sold Newcourt
and its adjoining farm to the Provincial government for
$5,250.

This was added to the property of the then Asylum

for the Insane at Kingston; the sale may have been contemplated for some time, for the diary of Dr. G.W. Metcalfe,
the Superintendent of the Asylum, records a discussion in
1882 with the Provincial Inspector of Asylums concerning
"the advisability of purchasing the piece [of farmland]

432

north of the Front Road."

25

This purchase came at a time

when the Hospital was pressed for space; it had rented the
former Regiopolis College property downtown (now part of
Hotel Dieu Hospital) in 1885 as quarters for one hundred and
fifty chronically mentally ill patients, and the farm was
necessary for the production of food for the hospital com26
plex.

Newcourt itself became a farmhouse, but was reno-

vated in 1890 to house the Women's Medical College, a
division of the Faculty of Medicine of Queen's University.
The College remained here until 1893, when more convenient
quarters were provided near the main campus of the univer.. 27
sity.
In 1905, overcrowding forced hospital authorities to
renovate Newcourt as a ward, and thirty-one patients were
housed there; this brought the capacity of the Asylum to
28
600.
How long Newcourt was so used is unclear; certainly the building was returned to farm use by 1914 when a
large addition to one of the Asylum's main buildings,
29
Beechgrove, was opened.
By this time two additions had
been made to the hospital premises, and its capacity
remained at 600, a fact that suggests that Newcourt was no
A

3 0

longer in use as a ward.
In 1967 the property was transferred to the Cataraqui
Conservation Authority for park purposes, but later that
year, it was chosen as the site for the Kingston campus of
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St. Lawrence College of Applied Arts and Technology.

At

that time, the outbuildings, except for the root cellar,
were razed.

Newcourt was used initially as studies for

photography and painting classes until it was deemed structurally unsafe.

At that time it appeared that Kingston was

about to lose another important building, for renovation
appeared beyond the means of the College.

As their

officials described it, however, a solution was found:
Though office space was sorely needed by the
College, the initial estimates for Newcourt's
renovation were extremely high.

There seemed

no alternative to demolition until members of
the Kingston Committee for Architectural
Review and other interested people offered
their assistance.

Through consultation on

plans and specifications, the cost of renova31
tion was reduced to a manageable figure.
The result was the sympathetic renovations, by Lily
Inglis, described earlier.

Most recently, Newcourt was used

by Ontario Premier William Davis and his Cabinet as head32
quarters for their operations during the 1976 Olympics.
The building continues to be used as the offices of the
President and Board of St. Lawrence College.

434

Endnotes:
1

Thomas Flynn, Directory of the City of Kingston for
1857-1858 (Kingston, 1858), introduction, lists fortysix such houses, most of which were built between 1840
and 1855.

2

There were at least three men named William Wilson in
Kingston at this time, but it is clear that the merchant, President of the Board of Trade and banker are
all the same man; see Duncan McDowell, Kingston 18461854: A Study of Economic Change in a Mid-19th Century
Canadian Community (unpublished M.A. thesis, Cueen's
University, 1973), pp. 134-36.

3

Chronicle and Gazette (Kingston) (hereafter Chronicle
and Gazette), 13 November 1841.

4

Ibid., 27 November 1841.

5

Buildings of Architectural and Historic Significance,
(hereafter BAHS) (Kingston, 1974), Vol. II, pp. 5-8;
Margaret Angus, The Old Stones of Kingston (Toronto,
1966), p. 30; Chronicle and Gazette, 28 April 1841.

6

Chronicle and Gazette, 9 May 1841.

7

Flynn, op. cit., p. xv.

8

BAHS, Vol. Ill, p. 164.

9

Flynn, op. cit.

10

Canada. Public Archives, Map Division, Ordnance Map of
the City of Kingston and Vicinity 1869.

11

Flynn, op. cit.

12

J.D. Stewart, "Architecture for a Boom Town...." in
Gerald Tulchinsky, ed., To Preserve and Defend
(Montreal, 1976), p. 43 and passim on Browne.

13

Ibid.

14

Ibid.

14a. BAHS, loc. cit.
15

Ibid.

16

Newcourt House (Kingston, 1976), p. 1.

435
17

BAHS, Vol. Ill, p. 165.

18

Newcourt House, op. cit.

19

Jeniffer McKendry, "Forget that Word: DEMOLISH,"
Whig Standard (Kingston) (hereafter Whig Standard), 13
July 1972.

20

BAHS, loc. cit.

21

Newcourt House, p. 2.

22

Ibid.

23

Daily British Whig (Kingston), 10 January 1860.

24

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office (hereafter
Registry), Instrument #C609, Will of William Wilson,
registered for probate 25 February 1860; on the
Canadian School of Gunnery, see H.H. Horsey, Cataraqui,
Fort Frontenac, Kingstown, Kingston (unpublished
typescript, Department of Special Collections, Queen's
University, 1937), pp. 200-201; on the same, see
Directory of the City of Kingston for 1887-1888
(Kingston, 1888), p. 13.

25

Registry, Instrument #L2952, 13 June 1887; Dr. J.S.
Pratten, "The Early History of the Rockwood Hospital"
Historic Kingston, No. 17 (1968), p. 56,; Pratten quotes
the farm as being south of the Front Road, but since
the Asylum already owned all the land there, this
appears to be a transcription error.

26

Ibid., p. 68.

27

BAHS, loc. cit.

28

"History of Rockwood," Whig Standard, 1 July 19 67,
A20.

29

BAHS, op. cit., Vol. Ill, p. 205.

30

Ibid.; Pratten, op. cit., pp. 67-68.

31

Newcourt House, p. 2; "Lawrence House to be Renovated",
Whig Standard, 29 March 1973.

32

Newcourt House, p. 1.

436

Appendix A:

Architectural Description

In a Regency cottage style, this single storey dwelling is
in a spacious setting, surrounded by lawns and trees.

The

house consists of a large rectangular block with the projection from its centre front skirted by a wide verandah.
Emphasizing the broad and low proportions of the house are
the hipped roofs on each of these sections.

The house rests

on a limestone basement and has walls of stucco.

Running

between the two levels is a wide wooden string course.
chimneys on the house are constructed of red brick.

Both

One is

on the ridge of the main block towards the west side while
the other is on the east slope of the front projection.
The wooden verandah is the main feature of the front
facade.

Its base level rests on stone blocks, regularly

placed in a vertical line with the square posts which rise
and support the verandah roof.
upper level by wooden brackets.

These are decorated at their
Running between each of

these posts is an asymmetrical pattern of wooden bars.
Three wooden steps lead onto the verandah and up to the
front entrance.

The rather wide main door is flanked by two

pairs of pilasters in a Tuscan order, which support an entablature and are separated by a glazed portion.
trim is painted white.

All the

Opening onto the verandah on both

sides of the main entrance and along each side of this pro-
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jection are four long casement windows with glazed transoms.
On the main wall of the house, a door opens onto each side
of the verandah.

Two large windows, also located on this

wall are on either side of the verandah.

Flanked by two

side lights, they are both double-hung and have a wooden
surround.
Whereas the end wall on the east side of the house is
blank, the opposite side contains a door and two windows.
The door opens onto a narrow frame addition which rests on a
limestone base and has a gabled roof.

Its central portion

is open with the roof supported by posts identical to those
on the verandah.
In line with the west wall of the main section and extending back from the house is another addition which contains a door and a window.

Under its gable on the rear wall

are four small symmetrically placed casement windows with
wooden surrounds.
The back of the main house is six bays wide and has a
window in every bay except the fifth.

This bay contains a

large service door which probably replaced a window.
Beneath each window at the basement level is a window with a
brick head and a well in front of it.
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Appendix B
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

799 King Street West

Geocode:

06106002900799

1840
1850

William Wilson, merchant

1865

James Frederick Wilson

1875

James F. Wilson

1881

James F. Wilson

1891

Women's Medical College

1901

Ontario Hospital Farm

1911

Ontario Hospital Farm

1921

Ontario Hospital Farm

1931

Ontario Hospital Farm

1941

Ontario Hospital Farm

1951

Kingston Psychiatric Hospital Farm

1961

Kingston Psychiatric Hospital Farm
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Appendix C
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

799 King Street West

Registry description:
Instrument
number
Patent

Date
12 June
1798

Part of the front half of Farm Lot 17
Detail of Sale
Crown to William Atkinson, all of
farm Lot 17, 239 acres
Ownership up to 1860 is explained
separately, see Appendix D

C690
C of K

25 February
1860

Will of William Wilson left 44
acre farm called Newcourt to his
son, J. Frederick Wilson

L2952
C of K

13 June
1887

J.F. Wilson to the Queen, 44 acres
for $5,250

20-19294

5 February
1906

J.S.R. McCann to Francis Partridge
all of Lot for $950

29-26066

10 January
1913

Francis Partridge to Walter D.
Bonner all of Lot for $2,500

39-34789

10 March
1920

W.D. Bonner to Captain George M.
Parker, all of Lot for $3,000

40-35382

20 August
1920

G.M. Parker to Mary Robinson, all
of Lot for $5,000

47-42090

May 1926

Mary Robinson to Ernest Hammer, all
of Lot for $5,500

67-69669

July 1950

Ernest Hammer to A.W. Jolliffe all
of Lot for $10,100
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Appendix D
Ownership of the lands now included in 799 King Street West

Farm Lot 17 was initially granted to William Atkinson,
whose heir at law, Mary Atkinson Stickles had obtained title
to it upon his death.

Upon her death, her executors sold

parcels to John Soloman Cartwright; one section, the north
100 acres, was sold by instrument #M764 dated 5 September
1838 to Cartwright for L350, and part of this became the
tract known as Eldon Hall farm (508 Portsmouth Avenue
06106003600508).

The southerly half was purchased by

Cartwright and his brother, the Reverend Robert D.
Cartwright in 1837.

The former brother by 1844 owned all of

Farm Lot 17, and sub-divided the 100 acres north of the
Front Road (now King Street West) into small farms.

The

section along Front Road became three equal 22-acre plots;
the westernmost he sold (Instrument #C_502 dated 4 October
1844) to the Honourable Hamilton H. Killaly for L550.

This

Killaly sold to William Wilson (Instrument #C503 dated
24 October 1844) for L1100.

The centre plot was sold by

Cartwright (Instrument #P207 dated 1 October 1842) to James
Hopkirk for L660. Hopkirk mortgaged this 22 acres to the
Reverend William Herchimer, who transferred the mortgage
(Instrument #C_917 dated 28 October 1845) to Wilson, who
thereupon took title to the land without instrument.

Hence

William Wilson obtained title to 44 acres on the front of
Farm Lot 17.
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Addendum:

799 King Street West, Kingston, Ontario

The preceeding attributes Newcourt to George Browne, on
the grounds of Browne's relationship with the owner, William
Wilson.

Professor J. Douglas Stewart of the Department of

Art, Cueen's University, suggests that, on architectural
grounds, the attribution is possible but unlikely.

He sug-

gests that the designer was William Coverdale of Kingston;
if this is so, it appears to be one of the earliest buildings attributed to him.

Coverdale arrived in Kingston in

1834 to become superintending architect at the Provincial
Penitentiary, but his account books indicate no independent
commissions in the town until 1845.

In 1847 the accounts

list a "William Wilson for an air furnace" but this could be
in any of Wilson's buildings, and there were three persons
named William Wilson in the town at this time.

The account

books are, however, somewhat incomplete and Newcourt may
indeed be an early work of Coverdale's, though there is no
major parallel between it and any of his later work.

Dana Johnson
30 March 1977
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:
Date:

Dana J o h n s o n

February,

Geocode:
City:

06106003600508
Kingston,

Address:

1977

Ontario

508 P o r t s m o u t h Ave.

Building Name:
(if important)

Eldon H a l l

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1854
Architect: W i l l i a m C o v e r d a l e of
Builder :
Craftsmen (List Type)

Kingston

Name and occupation of original owner: J o h n F l a n i g a n , b u t c h e r , a l d e r m a n &
. . .
.rj •
mayor of K i n g s t o n
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : Government of C a n a d a .
Notable type of occupants: F a r m e r s , o w n e r s and
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Original:

Major building m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature

tenants

Residential,

single dwelling; Present:
Governmental, o f f i c e
Hammer d r e s s e d l i m e s t o n e
Date

Architect

Builder

Comments: O r i g i n a l l y a farm h o u s e of c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t i n c t i o n , t h i s
h o u s e i s now t h e Day P a r o l e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n C e n t r e f o r t h e C a n a d i a n
Penitentiary Service, Eastern Ontario D i s t r i c t .
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508 Portsmouth Avenue

Kingston

Many of Kingston's most distinguished houses were the result
of the desire of middle and upper class merchants and professional men to move their residences from quarters above
or behind their places of work to more expensive homes which
bespoke their success and their status within their community.

The houses at 155 and 161 Earl Street

(06106004000155 and 161) are examples of large-scale private
residences in town; 799 King Street West (06106002900799)
and 508 Portsmouth Avenue (06106003600508) are illustrations
of the attempt to escape the rigours of city life by moving
to the country.

But while the first of these rural retreats,

Newcourt, was an effort at establishing a gentleman's farm,
surrounded by formal gardens and lacking in any serious
attempt at making a profit, the second, called Eldon Hall,
was an essential component in the business activities of its
owner, John Flanigan.

As well, this distinguished residence

may be seen as an expression of its owner's claim to social
status--real or desired--in Kingston.

For Eldon Hall was

the centre of a one hundred and thirty-four acre working
farm, the property of a Kingston businessman-politician,
John Flanigan who was, by profession, a butcher.
Little has been uncovered concerning Flanigan's early
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<-areer, but in 1846, when Kingston was incorporated as a
city, he was elected an alderman for Frontenac Ward, which
included the northwest suburbs of the new city.

This

post Flanigan held until 1861, when he resigned, but twice
in the intervening period, in 1854 and again in 1858, he was
elected mayor.

But politics was, for Flanigan, merely an

extension of his business interests; his butcher shop,
located in the Market Shambles behind City Hall, was among
Kingston's largest and was widely recommended for the
2
superior quality of its meats.
But it was as a promoter
of the business interests of Kingston that Flanigan made his
largest contribution.

He was one of thirteen people who,

during the 1840s and 1850s, "constituted a well-knit,
civil-minded caucus which to a great degree monopolized the
initiation of many of Kingston's schemes for commercial and
3
civic betterment."

Branching out from his shop, he be-

came a director or officer of six transportation enterprises:

the Kingston and Camden Railway, the Kingston and

Phillipsville Road Company, the Pittsburgh and Gananoque
Road Company and the Kingston and Storrington Road Company.

4

In addition, Flanigan became a director of the Canadian
Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Though an officer of the

city, Flanigan joined a large number of his fellow citizens
during the forties and fifties in establishing their residences in the suburbs of Kingston.

But in this case the move

coincided with the butcher's business activities.
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In September of 1854, John Flanigan purchased a plot of
seventy-six acres in the northeast section of the first concession of Farm Lot 17 in Kingston Township from the executors of the estate of the Honourable John Soloman Cartwright;
the purchase price was the impressive sum of L1250.
These lands were added to others Flanigan had owned on Farm
Lot 18 to create a farm of 134 acres extending along the
main road westward from Kingston to Bath (now Highway 33),
about five miles from City Hall.

He commissioned Kingston's

leading architect, William Coverdale to design an unusual
7
combination--a villa-farmhouse.
Coverdale had come to Kingston in 1834 from Cuebec City
to superintend the continuing construction of the Provincial
Penitentiary, a post he held until 1848.

The City's Chief

Architect from 1844 until his death in 1865, Coverdale
quickly became its most distinguished designer, the man to
whom most members of the city's elite turned for plans for
their new residences.

Though briefly eclipsed by George

Browne, the Chief Provincial Architect when Kingston was the
capital of Canada (1841-44), Coverdale had quickly reachieved dominance within the city, and had completed many
major commissions, in including Hillcroft (1852,
06106009400026), Roselawn (1841-43) Elmhurst (1852,
06106002500026) and Morton's Cottages (1853, 06106002900271).
Almost all of his major work consisted of simple but elegant
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creations in limestone, marked by careful attention to
Q

siting and detail.
Coverdale's accounts suggest that Eldon Hall was completed by June of 1855 and what an unusual solution to
Flanigan's needs!

The house was built on a deep limestone

basement with a section of the north wall being left open to
provide access to the exterior.

A squared oak beam was

placed on limestone piers on the north-south axis of the
house and cross-beams of unshaven but roughly equal-sized
pine set east-west above the main beam.

These appear to

have been pegged in place and the floor of the main living
storey above built on these cross-beams, the floor being
shimmed with pine pieces to make it even.

The basement

therefore became a stout stone barn with access provided by
a sloping ramp and wooden door along the north wall.

This

has since been filled in and plastered over but the beamwork
— a n object lesson in mid-century farm construction--is
still open and shows no sign of deterioration; even the bark
remains on the pine crossbeams.

Above this was "a very

extensive and substantial stone building and appurtenances,
surrounded with 14 acres of tasteful pleasure grounds, and
9
120 acres of tillage land attached."
The house is a two
storey rectangle of hammer dressed limestone, with a nearly
equal sized extension on the rear.
dominated by two features:

The front facade is

the finely-detailed front door,

448

and the roof gable and second storey window design.

The

former is now obscured by a small front porch, but consists
of an arched entranceway, with side lights and fan-light, a
superb combination of stone and wood.

The hip roof, heavily

bracketed, is broken by a front gable which gives further
emphasis to the comination of the front door and the double
round-headed windows surmounted by a small round window--all
of which are elements which Coverdale employed in the facade
of Hillcroft (06106009400026). The upper storey round headed
windows are a particular trait of Coverdale's mature work of
the 1850s,

and are repeated on the north and south sides

of the house.

The first floor windows are all treated

similarly, resting on ashlar lugsills with flat arched heads
and hammer dressed voussoirs.

There are two chimneys, both

with linked tops, located exterior side left and side right.
To the south of the house originally extended a cut stone
wall and arched carriageway which led to extensive outbuildings; all but a small section of the wall has been
demolished. The whole was set on the edge of a gentle rise,
facing east; an early commentator reported that "the view is
unsurpassed in this portion of Canada, and with a few years
further growth, the surrounding shrubbery and gardens will
fully equal the owner's wished and designs."
The interior shows the same attention to detail that
Coverdale displayed on the exterior, with a sympathetic com-

449

bination of plaster and work and light woods.

Though there

has been some renovation, the fireplaces, doors, staircases
and decorative woodwork appear to be original.

Most inter-

esting is the present pool table room, which probably was
the dining room; this is entered from the parlour by a
highly decorative arch surrounded with side- and fan-lights,
with a wooden keystone.

The ceiling of the room itself is

beamed with the same wood, and imitates the appearance of a
medieval dining hall.

The staircase to the second floor

displays the same architectural good taste, combining carved
woods and decorative accents of plaster in an elegant union
which belies the residence's original use as a farmhouse.
Flanigan appears to have lived at Eldon Hall until the
mid-sixties; he continued and expanded his commercial and
social activities, and transferred his political interests
from the city to the township of Kingston.

In 1862, for

example, he became the County Master of the Loyal Orange
Order for the County of Frontenac, the officer commanding
the Active Militia Force in the district, and successively a
councillor and reeve of Kingston Township and, in 1862-63,
12
Warden of the County of Frontenac.

But Flanigan1s for-

tunes, and his pretensions to social status, were clearly
based on shifting sands, and during the financial crises of
the 1860s, he found himself deeper and deeper in trouble.
Twice during this period he placed further mortgages on
13
Eldon Hall,
and, perhaps through his political connec-
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•-ions, he obtained an appointment as an officer of the
14
Provincial Penitentiary.
In 1866 his fortunes collapsed,
his mortgages were foreclosed and, after considerable liti15
gation, the farm was sold to Joseph Fisher.
The
earliest depiction of Eldon Hall, a lithograph reproduction
from 1878, is from Fisher's tenure as proprietor of the
farm (Fig. 1 ) ; it shows how little the exterior has changed,
and how extensive the barns and other outbuildings actually
16
were.
In 1881 the Fishers sold the farm to the Cliff
family of Kingston Penitentiary. 17 Eldon Hall has since
been used as the residence for the Warden of the nearby
Collin's Bay Penitentiary and in 1972 was converted into a
half-way house for day parolees from the local medium18
security institution.
This is the purpose for which
Eldon Hall is now being used.
At an undetermined point a large two storey rectangular
addition, very sympathetically constructed in hammer dressed
limestone, was built on the rear of the house.

Because the

farm was originally far outside the limits of the city of
Kingston—the area was annexed only in 19 5 1 — n o map or
insurance plan gives any information on the house whatsoever.

The logical dating is probably in 1930 when it was

purchased by the federal government, but no records have
been found to point to any particular time period.
Once a model rural farm, combining the conventional
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attributes of a commercial agricultural enterprise with the
qualities of a rural retreat for a middle class businessman,
Eldon Hall is now surrounded by suburban subdivision
development and apartment buildings.

It nevertheless main-

tains its original distinction and grace.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

508 Portsmouth Avenue

Geocode:

06106003600508

1840
1850
1865

John Flanigan, butcher

1875

Joseph Fisher, farmer

1881

Joseph Cliff, farmer

1891

George Cliff, insurance agent

1901

George Cliff, insurance agent

1911

no listing

1921

no listing

1931

Penitentiary Farm

1941

Penitentiary Farm

1951

Penitentiary Farm

1961

Penitentiary Farm
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appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

508 Portsmouth Avenue

Registry description:
Instrument
number
Patent

Date
12 June
1798

Farm Lot 17, part
Detail of Sale
Crown to William Atkinson, all of
Farm Lot 17, 239 acres
(There are a number of transactions
of no interest)

B714

13 September Sarah Crookshank et al. heir of J.S.
1854
Cartwright to John Flanigan, 76 acres
in the rear half

A38

21 September Trust and Loan Co. of Canada vs John
1866
Hanigan, a Certificate in Chancery
granted farm

11262

26 December
1878

Trust and Loan Co. of Canada granted
farm to Joseph Fisher for $4,100

11690

10 February
1881

Joseph Fisher to Joseph Cliff, 76
acres for $4,500

T11340

3 September
1930

Joshua Cliff to the King, in right of
the Minister of Justice of Canada, 76
acres for $15,000

147238

17 July
1964

Trustees of Queen Street United
Church to Sequin Investments, 66' 9"
on Queen St. with other lands for
$40,000

Figure 1:

Eldon Hall (508 Portsmouth Avenue), built 1855 by John Flanagan;
owned in 1878 by Joseph Fisher. From J.H. Beldon and Company, Illustrated
Atlas of the Counties of Frontenac, Lennox and Addington (Toronto, 1878) .
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: C . J .
Date:

April,

Geocode:
City:

Taylor
1976

06106003700086

Kingston,

Ontario

Address: 86 C l a r e n c e
Building Name:
(if important)

St.

old Post

Office

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 5 6 - 1 8 5 9
Architect:
J . W . H o p k i n s , F r e d Lawford and J a m e s N e l s o n of
Builder:
Overend and M a t t h e w s , K i n g s t o n

Montreal

Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Government of

Canada

and reason identified:

Notable type of occupants: p o s t o f f i c e
Notable occupants and reason identified:
.. . . . .
Original:
Governmental,
buiidinc use: __. 3
mental, office
Major building m a t e r i a l :
limestone
Alterations:
General Nature
D»te
Interior alterations
T83J
Hot w a t e r h e a t
1897
F l o o r & v e s t i b u l e d o o r s 1902
Rear a d d i t i o n
1912
vnr-rh
1915
i n t e r i o r renovations
1952
Comments:
C o n s t r u c t e d and d e s i g n e d i n

post office,

Architect

present:

Govern-

Builder

Arthur E l l i s
M ~ ,„„ , RHT.H
W i l l i a m Newlands McKelvy & B i r d
Power and Son
T . L . Grooms
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h Customs H o u s e .
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86 Clarence Street

Kingston

The Old Post Office building is situated on town lot 161 and,
together with the Customs House, occupies the west side of
Clarence Street between Wellington and King Street East.
The two buildings were erected at the same time and designed
by the same firm of architects.

They are linked by adjoin-

ing walled yards and, although not identical, the two buildings complement each other in their architectural detail.
For these reasons it is usual to group the two buildings
together.

Both the old Post Office and the Customs House

were designated as being of national historic interest by
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada in 1971.
Lot 161 was originally granted by the crown in 1845 to
the Midland District Council.

An 1850 map indicates a
2
cattle market on the site of the present building.
The
land was deeded back to the crown in 18 55 when it was
3
decided to build the Post Office and Customs House.
The original plans for the new Customs House and Post
Office were submitted to the Commissioner of Public Works in
4
1855.
These plans united the Customs House and Post
Office in one building, but it was considered advisable that
each building be erected independent of the other and consequently the plans were sent back to the architects,
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Hopkins, Lawford and Nelson of Montreal, for modifications.

5

The final plans were received at the end of February 1856,
and by March 1856 the Commission of Public Works was ready
to receive tenders.
Hopkins, Lawford and Nelson was a firm of Englishtrained architects.

Prominent in early Toronto, around 1853

they moved to Montreal where they built many commercial
g
buildings and some churches.

They were very busy working

for the government of the Province of Canada in 1855-1856;
besides the Customs House and Post Office they also had
commissions to design alterations or additions to Osgoode
Hall in Toronto and the building of a Lunatic Asylum in
9
Kingston.
The contract for construction of the Post Office was
given to Overend and Mathews of Kingston, the lowest
bidders, and work commenced in October 1856, finishing in
1859.

The original dimensions of the building were 73

feet by 59 feet exclusive of a projection at the rear which
measured 36 feet by 7 feet.

The cost of construction

was $39,273,93. 12
Alterations to the building were minor until 1912.
13
Interior alterations were made in 1883,
and a hot water
heating system replaced the original hot air furnace in
1897.

14

New flooring and vestibule doors were added in
15
1902, Arthur Ellis being the supervising architect.
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Although Hopkins, Lawford and Nelson had provided for
16
expansion by allowing for the addition of a third storey,
when the need did arise for increased space in 1912, it was
decided instead to build an addition on the rear.

The con-

tract for the construction of the addition, measuring 34
feet by the full width of the building, was given by the
Department of Public Works in September 1912 to McKelvey and
17
Birch.
The architect was William Newlands of
18
Kingston.
Newlands' addition has been so carefully
conceived as to blend almost unnoticed into the original
design.

The Department of Public Works described the

changes as follows:
The addition is of a like number of stories and
has the external details of the original building repeated throughout.

The ground floor is

an addition to the working space of the post
office; the first floor consists of an inspector's examining room, a store room, a sorting
room, two toilet rooms and a corridor.

In the

original portions of the ground floor, a rearrangement of the post office has called for
new screens, new fittings and two brick safes;
in the basement and on the first floor, new
partitions were put in and, on the first floor
19
a brick safe.
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In 1915 a porch was built over the entrance.

The work

was supervised by Power and Son, a Kingston architectural
20
firm.
In 1952 a contract was awarded to T.L. Grooms to
carry out extensive alterations and improvements to the
interior of the building.

Work consisted of providing par21
titions, floor supports and general interior decoration.
The building was used solely as a post office until
about 1930, after which space was shared with other federal
government agencies of the Department of Pensions and Health
22
and the Department of Agriculture.
In the latter 1930s,
the departments of Labour and Transport also had offices in
23
the building. ~ After the war the post office shared the
24
building with the Department of Veteran's Affairs.
The
post office had vacated the building by 1960 and the
25
Unemployment Insurance Commission moved in.
The building
was then known as the UIC building until 1970 when it became
26
vacant.
Miscellaneous government offices and legal
firms have occupied the building since that time.
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Figure 1:

Kingston Post Office, 1862-3.

Public Archives of Canada, PA-62176.

Ln

Figure 2:

Kingston Post Office.

Public Archives of Canada, PA-46463.
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Historian:

Dana J o h n s o n

Date: F e b r u a r y ,

1977

Geocode:06106004000132
City: K i n g s t o n ,
Address:

1 3 2

Ontario

E a r l

Building Name A m o r y
( i f important)

St

*
Apartments

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 18 69
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Thomas M o o r e ,

tailor

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants: M i d d l e

class

tenants

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: O r i g i n a l :
R e s i d e n t i a l , double dwelling;
Residential, multiple dwelling
Major building m a t e r i a l : Hammer d r e s s e d l i m e s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
2 storey brick veneered
a d d i t i o n on r e a r

Date
between 1875
and 1 8 9 2

Comments: Q n e h a l f o f a 2 1 / 2 s t o r e y
a r e n t a l (revenue) property.

double

Present:

Architect

residence,

Builder

largely

used

as
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132-34 Earl Street

Kingston

The area north-west of the original townsite was granted as
two park lots; the first, an area now bounded by Princess,
Bagot, Johnson and Division Streets (now the south part of
the downtown core) was given to Sir John Johnson, the commander of the King's Royal Regiment of New York during the
American Revolution and the Superintendent General and
Inspector of Indian Affairs in British North America.
This area eventually was purchased by the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Upper Canada, Reverend Alexander Macdonell, and
2
was developed in the 1830s.
The second Park Lot was
granted to Annie Earl, the daughter of the common law wife
of Sir John Johnson's father, Sir William.

She was Annie

Brant, the daughter of the famous Mohawk princess, Molly
Brant; the former married Captain Hugh Earl, the senior
officer in command of naval operations on Lake Ontario
3
during the War of 1812.

This triangle of land, bounded

by Bagot, West and Johnson Streets, eventually was purchased
in 1848 by John Counter, an Englishman who came to Canada in
1822.

Initially he was a baker, but he quickly expanded

into a wide range of business activities; indeed, there was
virtually no large-scale business activity in which Counter
was not involved as director, promoter or executive
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4
officer.

Counter, one of Kingston's largest land specu-

lators, subdivided the area in 1850 and started selling
lots.
Expecting a real estate boom, Counter was to be deeply
disappointed, and by 1856 the Bank of British North America
had foreclosed on his numerous mortgages.

After a lifetime

of service to the municipality, John Counter was bankrupt.
Even before Park Lot 2 was subdivided, Counter had sold
some lots to friends and other speculators.

The lot on the

corner of Earl and Sydenham Streets, the site of 132-34 Earl
Street, was first sold to Counter's business associate,
lawyer and future Prime Minister, John A. Macdonald.

In

1850 Macdonald sold the lot to fellow-lawyer John Richardson
7
Forsyth.
Forsyth held the lot for sixteen years but did
not build on it; the maps for 1860 and 1865 both show it
o

vacant.

In 1866 Forsyth sold the lot, at a loss, to

Thomas Moore, a tailor who lived and had his shop on Brock
9
Street, between King Street and Wellington.
In 1869 he
built this large, three storey double residence,
apparently for revenue purposes, but he had some trouble in
renting it out.

For example Moore offered "A First Class

Stone House to let on Earl Street" on 20 October 1870, but
11
the advertisement was still running two months later.
Moore appears never to have lived in his house; Directory
entries show a rapidly changing list of tenants from 1870
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until 1910.

They ranged from Dr. James Williamson, vice-

chancellor of Cueen's University and brother-in-law of Sir
John A. Macdonald, to Lieutenant-Colonel William Drury,
Commander of "A" Battery of the Canadian School of Gunnery,
12
to a number of widows who ran boarding houses.
In 1896
Moore sold the building to a Kingston contractor, C.J.
Graham, for a token payment and the exchange of some of
Moore's debts.

In 1897 Graham sold the southern half of the

house, 132 Earl Street, to a Kingston wholesale grocer, John
McKelvey; in 1901 Graham sold 134 Earl Street to Agnes Maule
13
Machar, a Kingston author, poet and historian.
Both
halves have been sold a number of times since this time.
132 Earl Street is currently owned as a revenue property by
Miss Elizabeth Cargill of Montreal, who has held an interest
in the house since 1924; the other half of the house is
owned by the Fraser family, also as a revenue property. 14
This is a two and one half storey hammer dressed limestone building, the original section a rectangle measuring
approximately 52 by 25 feet.

The front facade is symmetri-

cal, each section being three bays wide on each floor.

The

doorways are recessed, the entranceway being emphasized by a
semi-circular arch with keystone and architrave, all in
smooth ashlar.

The windows are large and double hung; each

is topped by a flat arch in smooth ashlar and rests on an
ashlar sill.

There is a single central chimney set on the
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ridge of the roof, there are two non-matching dormers projecting from the front of the roof, which was originally
tin.

There are heavy wooden cornices.

The east and west

sides have irregular fenestration, with several of the
openings on the west now filled in.
number of additions.

In the rear there are a

There is a two storey brick veneer

garage behind 134 Earl Street.

This does not appear on the

1875 Brosius map of Kingston but is on the 1892 Insurance
15
Plan.
On the rear of 132 Earl Street are three separate
additions, one of two storeys in brick veneer (between 1875
and 1892), one of one storey in brick (between 1915 and
1947) and one of one storey in wood (between 1915 and
1947). 1 6
This is an impressive double stone house which sits
among a number of similar-sized units in a residential area
wedged between Queen's University and the waterfront-downtown area.
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

132 Earl Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B27, part of lot 55
Detail of Sale
John Counter to John A. Macdonald,
all of lot 55 with other lots for
LI,000.
John A. Macdonald to John Richardson
Forsyth, lot 55 for L250.
J.R. Forsyth to Thomas Moore, lot 55
for $800.
Thomas Moore to C.J. Graham, lot 55
for $1 and exchange of lands.
C.J. Graham to John McKelvey, part
of lot 55 for $10,000.
John McKelvey to John Waddell, part
of lot 55 for $3,500.

46-41428

3 November
1924

Annie Waddell to Lucy Waddell and
Elizabeth Cargill jointly, part of
lot 55 for N.L. & A. and $1.
Will of Annie Waddell Sanson left
her interest in 132 Earl Street to
Elizabeth Cargill.
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Historian: Dana Johnson
Date:

February,

1977

Geocode: 06106004000155
City:

Kingston,

Address: 155 E a r l

Ontario
St.

Building Name: Kerr House
(if Important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1848-49
Architect:
William Coverdale of

Kingston

Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type) Messrs. Hardy, Lauder, Kelly
Ranton ( c a r p e n t e r s )
Name and occupation of original owner:

(masons) Davidson and

Samuel Shaw, merchant

Joh
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
"
*er*'.
Sna9e™£
t h e Kingston Gas and L i g h t Company 1854-1904; Hugh C. N i c k l e , Superi n t e n d e n t of t h e S t r e e t Railway Company
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use:

Residential,

Major building material:

multiple

dwelling

Hammer d r e s s e d

limestone

Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
2 storey brick addition
between 1869
on e a s t s i d e and r e a r
and 1875
of o r i g i n a l house, now
used as an apartment
Comments- One of a t r i o of l i m e s t o n e houses designed by Coverdale and
b u i l t ' a t t h e same time in a row on E a r l S t r e e t .
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155 Earl Street

Kingston

The first "suburbs" of the original townsite developed a
short distance to the north, in working-class areas called
Charlesville and Picardville, and on the west, on Farm Lot
24 in an area to the northwest of the original townsite
subdivided into two park lots.

These were granted to two of

Kingston's early leading citizens.

Park Lot 1, which is

presently the area of the downtown core bounded by Division,
Princess, Bagot and Brock streets, contained eighteen acres
and was patented to Sir John Johnson in 1801. Johnson had
been the commander of the King's Royal Regiment of New York
during the American Revolution and in 1783 became the
Superintendent General and Inspector of Indian Affairs in
British North America; he built a house on Park Lot 1 as
early as 1788.

This eventually was purchased by the

Roman Catholic bishop of Upper Canada, Reverend Alexander
Macdonell and became the Selma Subdivision, developed after
the War of 1812.
Park Lot 2, a triangular-shaped piece of land, bounded
by Bagot, Brock, and West streets, was granted to Anne Earl,
who was the wife of the commander of British naval forces on
Lake Ontario during the War of 1812 and, more importantly,
the daughter of the Indian princess, Molly Brant, who had
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been so influential in bringing the Five Nations Indians to
2
the British side during the American Revolution.
Very
little development had taken place on this parcel of land
before John Counter, a Kingston entrepreneur, purchased ten
acres of it in 1848 for the enormous sum of L10,000 and set
3
out two years later to subdivide it as building lots.
John Counter was born in England in 1799 and arrived in
Canada around 1822.

Originally a baker, he expanded quickly

into virtually every aspect of Kingston's business and
social life; seven times mayor of the town, there were few
developmental schemes in the 1840s and 1850s in which he was
4
not involved either as director or promoter.
In addition
he was a large-scale land speculator, and his purchase of
part of Park Lot 2 appears to be one of Counter's sounder
investments; these locations were central and attractive,
and were sold reasonably quickly.

In August of 1848 he sold

a l/6th acre lot on Earl Street to Kingston merchant Samuel
5
Shaw and his wife Margaret McGibbon Shaw for L155; they
took out a mortgage from Counter for the lot

and a

further mortgage of L400 to build a house from the Kingston
7
Building Society.
They commissioned the distinguished
architect, William Coverdale, to design a two storey
limestone house; this residence was the result.
Samuel Shaw had been a resident of Kingston since
before 1813;

a member of the Royal Engineers during the
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War of 1812, he settled in the town after the war and became
9
a hardware merchant.
During the 1820s he branched out
into the grocery trade, but his store burned to the ground
in 1825.

An active member in community affairs, Shaw

was president of the Kingston Compassionate Society, a longtime trustee of St. Andrew's Church, shareholder in the
Kingston Hospital, a member of the Frontenac militia and
coroner for the town.

Like many Kingston merchants of

this time, Shaw decided to move from a house located over
his store on King Street to a quieter, more spacious location on the edge of town.
The choice of Coverdale suggests that the architect had
achieved substantial standing among the professional community in Kingston.

Born in England, Coverdale came to

Kingston in 1834 to become the supervising architect for the
Kingston Penitentiary, a post he held until 1848.

Though

his appointment permitted the acceptance of commissions outside the penitentiary, Coverdale's accounts suggest that it
was only after 1845 that he did any substantial work in the
town itself.

This house, and the two adjoining units, 161

(06106004000161) and 169 Earl Street, are examples of the
architect's mature work in his favoured material, hammerdressed limestone.

Coverdale's accounts show that 155 Earl

Street was designed in April of 1848 and completed a year
later, employing as workmen Messrs. Hardy, Lauder and Kelly
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12
(masons) and Davidson and Ranton (carpenters).
sulting residence

The re-

is a two-storey hammer dressed limestone house
with three bays.

At one time the stone was painted

a brick-red colour.
softened.

This is now weather-worn, and

The main entrance, which is rebated, is

decorated by a semi-circular moulded arch.

On

either side are French doors with transoms which
open onto a balustraded porch, the central portion
of which is covered as a protection over the
entranceway.

A moulded wooden string course

divides the upper and lower storeys.

The three

windows of the upper storey retain their original
sashes.

The eaves of the hipped roof, which still

retains its [original] metal sheeting, are wide
and bracketed.

A pair of wide brick chimneys

with decorative stonework are at the sides of the
- 13
roof.
The Shaws apparently moved into their house in the spring of
1849 but sold it in 1854 to John Kerr for L962.10,
which the Shaws accepted a mortgage for L600.

on

Kerr was for

nearly fifty years the manager of the Kingston Gas Light
Company, which had been incorporated in 1848 to provide
15
private and public gas lighting for the city.
The Kerrs
added a narrow brick two storey addition onto the east part
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of the house before 1875; this has an enclosed porch on the
first floor, and a small window on the second, and forms an
entranceway to what is now, and was probably then, a second
16
floor apartment.
The Kerrs lived here until 1905 when
the executors of the Kerr estate sold it to Hugh C.
17
Nickle,
who was successively the superintendent of the
Kingston, Portsmouth and Cataraqui Electric Railway Company
and of the Kingston Street Railway Company.

His executors

in 1966 sold the house to a Kingston lawyer, E. Valorie
Swain who rents out both floors to tenants.
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

155 Earl Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Plan B27, Lot 46

Date

Detail of Sale

A373
C. of K.

19 August
1848

John Counter to Margaret McGibbon,
for L155

C349
C. of K.

30 August
1854

Margaret McGibbon to John Kerr for
L962.10

20-19037

23 September
1905

Heirs of John Kerr to Hugh C. Nickle
with other lands, for $4,550

166646

12 September
1966

Heirs of H.C. Nickle to E.V. Swain
for $1 and other considerations.
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Historian:
Date:

Johnson

February,

Geocode:
City:

Dana

06106004000161

Kingston,

Address:

1977

161 E a r l

Ontario
St.

Building Name: F r a s e r House
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 4 7 - 4 8
Architect:
W i l l i a m C o v e r d a l e of
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

Kingston

Messrs. Hardy, Lauder, Kelly
Ranton ( c a r p e n t e r s )

(masons) Davidson and

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
J o h n and C a t h e r i n e F r a s e r Mowat, a
w h o l e s a l e h a r d w a r e m e r c h a n t and h i s w i f e
r w t & t e subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
William Robertson,
P r e s i d e n t of t h e C a n a d i a n L o c o m o t i v e Company
Notable type of occupants Upper m i d d l e c l a s s
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Residential,

Major building m a t e r i a l :

single

dwelling

Hammer d r e s s e d

Alterations:
General Nature
Fretwood balcony
2 storey brick addition
t o t h e w e s t of t h e
o r i g i n a l house
Comments: T h e s e c o n d of a
Coverdale.

owners

Date
c . 1910
b e t w e e n 1915
and 1924
g r o u p i n g of

limestone
Architect

Builder

l i m e s t o n e h o u s e s d e s i g n e d by
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161 Earl Street

Kingston

Like the adjacent houses at 155 (06106004000155) and 169
Earl Street, this residence was built during the late 1840s
for a prominent professional man, to a design of the most
significant architect in Kingston during the nineteenth
century, William Coverdale.

The site was a pleasant, con-

veniently located lot, outside the downtown core of the
city; this area, known originally as Park Lot 2, had been
granted in 1804 to Anne Earl, the wife of the commander of
the British naval forces on Lake Ontario during the War of
1812,

and the daughter of the Indian princess, Molly
2

Brant.

Located to the northwest of the original town-

site, the land remained relatively undeveloped until the
late 1840s when it was purchased by a Kingston businessman-politician, John Counter who subdivided it into building
3
lots.
Widely recognized as one of the most active
4
participants in encouraging the development of the city,
Counter was a leading speculator, and this appears to be his
most ambitious undertaking.

Even before the subdivision

plans had been formalized, Counter was selling lots to
prospective customers; lot 45, on Earl Street, was sold to a
Kingston wholesale-retail hardware merchant, John Fraser,
soon after the land had been transferred legally to
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Counter.

Fraser had commissioned Coverdale to design a

large house and the architect was paid for the floor plan in
April of 1848 and for supervising the erection of the
7
building in April of 1849.
The Frasers, however, moved
P

into the unfinished residence in September of 1848.

Since

the Frasers were newly-weds, the size of the house may be
taken as a statement either of their intentions to have a
large family—expectations quite fulfilled by the ten
children they had—or of John Fraser's stature and wealth in
the community; most likely, the residence expressed both,
for he was a partner in one of Kingston's largest hardware
stores, the firm of Fraser and George, whose headquarters
were on the main business street, Princess Street, seven
9
blocks away.
The Frasers lived here until 1884, but John
Fraser's widow sold it in 1880 to a Queen's University
professor, George D. Ferguson, who used it as a rental
property.

It has been well cared for but has undergone

some renovation.
The house originally was a two storey square residence,
measuring forty feet in width and constructed of hammer
dressed limestone.

There is a small, two storey kitchen

wing added to the west, well set back from the front of the
house; this was built between 1915 and 1924.

The house

is three bays wide, and its heaviness is considerably re-

488

lieved by a fretwood balcony, built about 1910, which extends across the front facade and is topped by a wooden
12
balustrade.
The two storeys are further divided by a
string course which extends around the house.

The hipped

roof has wide, heavily bracketed wooden eaves; a pair of
brick chimneys are situated side right and side left and
these are surmounted by decorative stonework.

The large

front windows emphasize the scale of the house.

On the

first floor, the entranceway is set in a fine semicircular
archway topped by two rows of voussoirs, one slightly
recessed under the other; the archway head is filled by a
fanlight.

On either side are French doors with modern

glazing, each surmounted by a transom of stained glass.

On

the upper storey, French doors without transoms lead onto
the balcony.
This is the second of a row of three houses designed by
William Coverdale; each shares certain attributes--the proportioned facade, arched door opening, the nature of the
window treatment and the use of a string course and heavy
bracketing.

Each, however, is distinctive, largely by

variations in scale, in chimney treatment and most particu14
larly, in the design of the porches.
They are the work
of a mature architect in the midst of a distinguished career.
Born in York, England in 1801, William Coverdale came to
Kingston from Quebec in 1834 to supervise the construction
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of the provincial penitentiary.

During a fruitful architec-

tural career, almost all of which was limited to Kingston,
he designed a number of civic, residential and commercial
buildings, most of them in the medium of limestone.

He was

architect to the penitentiary (1834-48), to the city of
Kingston (1844-65) and to the provincial Asylum (1860-65); a
large number of the town's mid-19th century country villas
and large town houses are his work, including Hillcroft,
Eldon Hall, Elmhurst and Roselawn (all subjects of separate
studies in this report).

Siting was critical in almost

all of Coverdale's work, and these houses are set on what
was then a suburban street which looked down to Lake
Ontario, and on what is now a downtown urban landscape of
considerable distinction.
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

161 Earl Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B27, Lot 45
Detail of Sale

A251
C. of K.

19 August
1848

John Counter to John Fraser for L151

N626
C. of K.

22 May
1878

John Fraser to Catherine Ann Fraser
(wife of John Fraser) for $6,000

P1841
C. of K.

12 Oct.
1880

Catherine Ann and John Fraser to Rev.
George D. Ferguson for $5,750

U4277
C. of K.

21 Feb.
1885

Rev. G.D. Ferguson to Benjamin W.
Robertson for $7,800

45-39977

5 June
1924

Executors of the estate of B.W.
Robertson to Charles Livingston for
$13,000

67-69604

23 June
1950

Ross Livingston, heir of Charles
Livingston, to John A. Edmison for
$24,000

108909

11 March
1959

J.A. Edmison to Mr. & Mrs. J.E.
Hodgetts for $28,500

155374

15 April
1965

Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Hodgetts to George
D. Scott for $42,000

164564

22 June
1966

G.D. Scott to E. Valorie Swain for
$1 and other considerations
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:Dana J o h n s o n
Date: F e b r u a r y ,

1977

Geocode: 06106004100020
City: K i n g s t o n ,

Ontario

Address: 20 W i l l i a m

St.

Building Name K i n g s t o n House
(if important A p a r t m e n t s
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
Builder:

c a

.

1820-1826

p r o b a b l y Thomas R o g e r s

Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

J o h n

Solomon C a r t w r i g h t ,

lawyer

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupantsMjiddle c l a s s o w n e r s and

tenants

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

original:
Residential, single dwelling;
Residential, multiple dwelling
Major building m a t e r i a l : Hammer d r e s s e d l i m e s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
E n l a r g e d and c o n v e r t e d
1924
i n t o 10 a p a r t m e n t s

present:

Builder

Comments:An e a r l y u r b a n r e s i d e n c e b u i l t on a c i t y b l o c k of l a n d owned
by t h e C a r t w r i g h t f a m i l y ; p a r t s may have b e e n b u i l t a s e a r l y a s 18U1.
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20 William Street

Kingston

Researching the residence of one of the town's most influential citizens provides both opportunities and frustrations.
Information on the life and financial dealings of such
people is generally much more readily available than on
those of other, more obscure, individuals; at the same time,
however, such personages were so well known that references
to the location of their current house seemed unnecessary
for everyone in town knew where they lived.

Such is the

case with the Cartwright family of Kingston.
Richard Cartwright, Sr. (1720-95), was a New York
Loyalist during the American Revolution who followed his
son, Richard, Jr. (1759-1815), to Kingston in 1784.

The

latter became a merchant, first at Carleton Island and later
(in 1784) at Kingston.

"His great ability...rapidly made
2
him one of the leading citizens of the new province."
Granted a water lot and seven town lots in the original
townsite the junior Cartwright developed the largest
merchandising business in Kingston and engaged in land
3
speculations right across the colony of Upper Canada.
Upon his death he owned over five thousand acres in
Frontenac County and over thirty thousand acres in Upper
4
Canada.
The family home was intitially on Ontario Street
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near Fort Frontenac, which he sold to the government in
5
1814.
By the 1820s Richard Cartwright's main heir, John
Solomon Cartwright had assembled eight lots, comprising a
full city block, bounded by the present Ontario, William,
King and Earl Streets.

On this property Cartwright built at

least four houses of which the residence at 20 William
Street appears to be the earliest.

The Surveyor-General's

map of Kingston for 1815 shows a structure on a section of
lots 67 and 84, part of which may be the north foundation of
the present house.

An 1828 map clearly shows a much

larger structure which is the present house less some later
7
renovations.
Since Cartwright was in England, pursuing
Q

legal studies, from 1827 to 1830,

it is suposed that the

main part of the house was built before this time.

It was

this house which Cartwright offered to rent while he was
away:
To be let for 3 years, and possession to be
given on the first of May next, the Dwelling
House at present occupied by the subscriber.
The premises are large, occupying nearly half
an acre of Ground.

Also, either with or with-

out the House, that large and excellent Garden
thereto adjoining, the quantity of ground being
about an acre...
It was to this house, apparently, that he returned in 1830,
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but upon his marriage in 1831

Cartwright appears to have

begun plans for a much more extensive town house and law
office around the corner, the present buildings at 221-23
12
King Street East.

It may be assumed that Cartwright

then rented out 20 William Street as a private residence,
for it remained in the hands of the family until after his
death in 1845, when it was sold to a Kingston merchant,
13
Edward Hardy.
He had earlier purchased the lot numbered
25, to the south on the lakefront, and in 1841 built a combination house and shop there.

Both sections of this

property—the shop on Ontario Street and the house on
William Street—apparently were rented out, and the latter
remained a private residence until 1924.

An architectural

description of 20 William Street is attached as Appendix A.
The earliest description of this house is provided by
the 1892 Insurance Plan, where it is shown as a two storey
stone building with a 1 1/2 storey stone addition on the
rear.

It appears to have remained in this condition until

1924 when the house was purchased by George Vosper, renovated and enlarged on the west, by the extension of the west
wall to the Frontenac Club (06106004100030), and by
enlarging the south side.

It now contains four apartments.
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Appendix A;

Description of 20 William Street

This two-storey building is constructed of hammer-dressed
limestone.

A regular course is used on the north wall where

the main entrance is, but on the east and south sides the
stone is laid in a rubble course.

The west wall of the

house under the sloped section of the roof was extended in
1924 and is now directly attached to the old bowling alley
of the Frontenac Club.
Covering the entire structure is a ribbed, metal roof
with a moulded soffit under the eaves.

There are two

hammer-dressed limestone chimneys, both located on the ridge
of the roof.

One marks the rear of the original two-storey

structure and is located almost in the centre of the present
building.
gable.

The other, constructed in 1942, is on the south

The 1942 additions to the building were built of

limestone quarried on the site.
The main entrance, on William Street, is protected by
an enclosed porch in limestone.

The entryway has a semi-

circular head with voussoirs radiating from the keystone.
An interesting feature of the entablature of this porch is
the concrete mouldings.

Pieces of cord set into the mould

create the impression of vertical joints.
The gabled portion of the William Street facade is two
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bays wide.

A single basement window with ashlar lintel and

wood surround is located between the two bays.

Two rec-

tangular windows are symmetrically placed on each storey and
have flat arched heads of rectangular blocks and ashlar
sills, but the double casements replace the original windows.
A semi-circular attic window (an original) is set under an
arch of radiating voussoirs but has a wooden sill and
surround with a fan-like glazing pattern.

The eaves returns

are moulded and are connected by a wooden string course.
The east facade, in rubble limestone, was constructed
in two sections with a second storey being added over the
existing ground floor on the back of the house.

The first

bay of the ground floor has a door leading into the lower
portion of the house where the original bake oven is still
intact.

Three rectangular windows are in each of the other

bays.
The left bay of the second storey contains two large
round-headed windows under separate moulded concrete arches.
These were added in 1942 and are from the Montreal house of
Sir Herbert Holt, a great Canadian financier.

The windows

rest on wooden panels partially hidden by iron balconies set
on a concrete platform.
In the second bay is a smaller rectangular window and
in the third bay a larger window.

A door, formerly a window

in the fourth bay opens onto a concrete platform supported
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by decorative iron brackets.
The south side, also in rubble course, was enlarged in
1942.

Source:

It has irregular fenestration.

Buildings of Architectural and Historic Significance

(Kingston, 1973) Vol. II, pp. 61-62.
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Appendix B
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

20 William Street

Geocode:

06106004100020

1840

unknown

1850

unknown

1865

unknown

1875

David Oliver, Commissariat Office

1881

no listing

1891

Timothy Palmer

1901

Philip Filtz, messenger, Bank of Montreal

1911

Philip Filtz

1921

James Purtell, engineer

1931

James R. Thomson, draftsman Can. Locomotive Co.

1941

Vacant

1951

4 apartments

1961

4 apartment
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Appendix C
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

20 William Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Part of Lot 67, Original Survey
Detail of Sale

Pat. C18

1 September
1797

Crown to Richard Cartwright, all of
Lot 67

H 293

18 May
1815

Will of Richard Cartwright left all
of Lot 67 to his son John Solomon
Cartwright

Q 724

29 April
1845

Executors of John Solomon Cartwright
to Edward Hardy, south half of lot 67
and lot 42 for t650

N 317
C. of K.

13 June
1877

Corace Rees, heir of Edward Hardy,
granted south half of Lot 67 to
Francis Hardy Fraser by decree of
Court of Chancery

9-10411

January
1892

Executors of F.H. Fraser to Angelique
A. Shortt, south half of Lot 67 and
all of Lot 67 and all of Lot 42 for $1

44-38737

23 May
1923

Executors of A.A. Shortt Martin sold
south half of Lot 67 and all of Lot
42 for $2,200 to Thomas Nicholson

55-53856

12 September Thomas Nicholson to Francis and
1940
Margaret Vosper Webb, south half of
Lot 67 and part of Lot 42 for $2,100

106803

22 August
1958

Margaret A. Vosper Webb to George
Vosper, Lots 84 and 67 and part of
Lot 42 for $67,597
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: Dana J o h n s o n
Date:

February,

Geocode:
City:

06106004100030

Kingston,

Address:

1977

30

Ontario

william

St.

Building N a m e : F r o n t e n a c c
(if i m p o r t a n t ) A p a r t m e n t s

l u b

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 4 5 - 4 6
Architect:

Mr. Edward C r a n e of C o b o u r g , O n t a r i o ; p r o b a b l y from a d e s i g n

Builder:
William S t e w a r t , C o n t r a c t o r ,
Craftsmen (List Type)

Kingston

Y

e o r

9e

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: Bank of M o n t r e a l
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d : F r o n t e n a c C l u b 1909-36
Notable type of o c c u p a n t s P r o f e s s i o n a l o w n e r s and t e n a n t s t o 1 9 0 8 ; s o c i a l
. J
..J ..,*., J
club 1909-36; t e n a n t s 1936-present
M . w1
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
'-1-"*-' •»
>
r
Building use:

Original:
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l , bank;
present:
R e s i d e n t i a l , multiple dwelling
Major building m a t e r i a l : Smooth a s h l a r l i m e s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
Extensive i n t e r i o r renov a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s f o r
F r o n t e n a c Club
1909-13
C o n v e r s i o n i n t o 10 a p a r t 1934
ments
Comments:Established a s a p r e s t i g e b u s i n e s s l o c a t i o n , t h i s b u i l d i n g h a s
b e e n c o n v e r t e d i n t o a p r o f e s s i o n a l m e n ' s c l u b and l a t e r a s a p a r t m e n t s .
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30 William Street

Kingston

Within eight months of its founding, the Bank of Montreal
established a branch in Upper Canada's largest town and
chief commercial centre, Kingston.

The town had three

thousand inhabitants and a large garrison, both of which
were without any formal banking facilities.

Perhaps to

forestall the setting up of the Bank of Upper Canada which
was in the process of seeking government authorization for
its activities, the Montreal bank appointed a leading
Kingston merchant, Thomas Markland, as their agent in
Kingston.

Markland was a United Empire Loyalist who

joined another Loyalist merchant, Robert Macaulay, in estab2
lishing one of Kingston's first business enterprises.
Markland was not only a prosperous merchant but he had the
added advantage of being the Treasurer of the Midland
District; therefore he controlled the local funds of the
3
entire area around Kingston.
Furthermore, Markland was
one of the promoters of the Bank of Upper Canada and his
acceptance of the agency suggested that the Bank of Montreal
4
held the upper hand in any rivalry.
Rather offhandedly,
the directors in June of 1818 informed Markland of his
appointment by sending him, by regular post, the enormous
sum of L10,000 in bank notes, with vague instructions to
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circulate them in the province.
The Upper Canadian legislature effectively closed the
province to "foreign" banks on 9 January 1824 by outlawing
branches of banks with their head offices outside of the
colony; the Bank of Montreal thereupon closed its agencies
in Upper Canada.

It returned in 1829, in defiance of the

1824 legislation, at the request of the Rideau Canal
contractors and the paymaster of the forces at Kingston, who
felt that the only provincial bank, the Toronto-based,
government supported Bank of Upper Canada, provided unsatisfactory levels of service.

After four years of intermittent

financial warfare, the Bank of Montreal again withdrew its
Kingston agency, transferring its accounts to the Kingstonbased Commercial Bank of the Midland District which had been
chartered in 1832.
With the reunion of Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario and
Quebec after 1867) in 1841 and the consequent reorganization
of the currency and banking laws, the Bank of Montreal returned to Kingston, appointing a former agent of a subsidiary
bank, the Bank of the People, John Patton, to take charge of
7
its affairs.
During its previous periods of business in
the town, the Bank had always maintained close relations
with its leading family, the Cartwrights, and it was perhaps
this connection which led to the appointment of John Solomon
Cartwright's Commercial Bank as its Upper Canadian agent in
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1833.

Upon its return, the Bank of Montreal rented quarters

on Queen Street from Cartwright for its Kingston headquarters;

convinced that its place in Upper Canada was

permanent and that an expected expansion in business required the expression of a mark of confidence on the part of
the Bank, the directors determined to embark upon a major
expansion of its facilities.

In addition to a new head-

quarters in Montreal, the directors approved new buildings
9
for Toronto, Hamilton and, eventually, Kingston.
The
Cartwright connection may have led to the choice of the
site, one and a half city lots or a quarter of a city block,
in the downtown area, on the southeast corner of King and
William Streets.

For unknown reasons they commissioned

a Cobourg architect named Edward Crane to design their bank
building; he called tenders in February of 1845

and on

15 May of the next year the Bank advertised "To be moved May
15, 1846, the Office of the Bank of Montreal to its new cut
12
stone building at King and William Streets".
This was adjudged, according to one observer, a "sub13
stantial, massive and elegant building".
It was
designed in a Greek Revival style, in keeping with nineteenth century orthodoxy that the classical mode best
expressed the bank's commitment to stability, dignity and
solid respectability.

As one later description noted, the

building "is visible evidence of the solidity of that
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financial concern".

14

What is now a dominating focus of

the urban landscape must have been more impressive originally,
for it was then surrounded by much smaller residences and
businesses.

The east and north facades, respectively on

William and King Streets are in their original condition;
the south and west faces have been obscured by random later
additions while the interior has undergone numerous renovations.

The exterior is architecturally described in

Appendix A.
The interior was divided into two sections; the first
floor contained the bank offices, while the second and third
floors were set aside, as was customary, for the residence
of the cashier, or general manager, of the branch.
This building remained the head office of the Bank of
Montreal in Kingston until 1906, when the offices were moved
closer to the downtown core, opposite the City Hall, in the
15
former headquarters of the Ontario Bank.
In 1908 the
Bank sold 30 William Street to a newly organized businessmen's club, the Frontenac Club, which renovated the interior
and made random additions to the rear and south side.

A

former stable, on William Street, was made over for a
bowling alley, washrooms were added on the second floor and
the bowling alley was joined to the main building by a
series of single storey limestone-over-brick extensions
which were used as meeting and recreation rooms.

The
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Club included among its executive officers most of the
senior businessmen and professional men of the city, and
continued in operation until 1936 when it disbanded, a
victim of the Great Depression.

The Trustees of the

Frontenac Club sold the building to a Kingston developer,
George Vosper who subdivided it into fifteen apartments, and
18
it has remained so until the present.
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Appendix A;

Description of 30 William Street

The building consists of a three-storey rectangular block
facing King Street with numerous random later additions to
the eastern and southern sides.

The King Street facade,

constructed of smooth ashlar, is in the classical style,
being divided into three bays by four Doric pilasters rising
in a giant order through two of the storeys.

Their bevelled

plinths rest on a base two blocks in height.

This emphatic

vertical thrust supports the horizontal entablature which
divides the second from the third storey.

The pilasters are

continued on a smaller scale into this attic level and
directly support the cornice.

Strongly projecting from

beneath the broad hipped roof, the cornice echoes the entablature above the second storey.
What was formerly the main entrance to the bank from
King Street is now the entrance to one of the apartment
units.

The doorway, the central point of the facade, has an

attached pediment resting on two pilasters.

Here, as on the

other pilasters, edges are horizontally furrowed.

The door-

way is square-headed and recessed but the door has been
replaced by a modern one.
In the classical manner, the fenestration of the main
facade is symmetrical, with a window on either side of the
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entrance and in each bay of the two upper storeys.
ground storey windows are the most elaborate.

The

Resting on

solid ashlar lugsills with two plain square brackets beneath,
the windows have a moulded surround and are surmounted by a
blank ashlar frieze and a cornice-like projection.

A rec-

tangular block above the cornice projects from the wall
surface and is the width of the window surround.

The three

second storey windows have no entablature but are otherwise
identical to those below them.

In the attic storey, the

windows with the same moulding and sill, are shorter than
the others.
On the William Street facade, also constructed of
smooth ashlar, the overall design is the same as the main
facade except in the treatment of windows and the entrance.
The windows are less ornate and rest on plain ashlar lugsills which do not project so far as those on the main
facade.

Two plain rectangular windows are recessed into the

basement level and protected by iron bars.

All the windows

of these two facades retain their original glazing.
The side entrance, located in the east bay of this
facade, is approached by a set of boxed ashlar steps which
rest on a bevelled base.

This formerly gave access, through

a spacious interior hallway and up an elegant staircase, to
the private apartment of the bank manager.

Each of the

doubleleaf doors has a cornice-like projection with a row of
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small dentils below it on the top rail.

The rectangular

upper panel is glazed in an asymmetrical pattern and this is
repeated at right angles in the transom.

Four smaller rec-

tangular fielded panels form the lower half of the door.
The east and south sides of the building lack the
decoration of the street faqades and are partly obscured by
random additions of hammer-dressed limestone.

They have an

irregular pattern of fenestration and two minor entrances
and a dormer window has been added to the east slope of the
roof.

Broad rectangular ashlar chimneys are inset on the

north and south sides of the roof.
A regularly coursed, hammer-dressed limestone wall
about seven feet high, covered with metal, encloses a side
yard to the south.

The entrance in the wall, close to the

main building, is marked by two square ashlar posts about
nine feet high with a flat concrete top.

On the north side,

the wall curves out from the main building and extends along
William Street to the next structure.

A door and a gate in

the wall give access to the service yard.

The frame door is

set under a solid ashlar lintel and has a surround of alternating broad and narrow blocks.

The ashlar gate-posts rest

on bevelled bases and have a cornice-like projection on top
with a diamond crown.

The gates, simple frame structures,

are in a poor state of repair.
The one and one-half storey building east of the main
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building and adjacent to the William Street portion of the
wall was formerly a private bowling alley for the Frontenac
Club.

It is a flat roofed structure of regularly hammer-

dressed limestone.

Radiating voussoirs form an arch around

a semicircular window, formerly an attic window, which sits
on a projecting ashlar lugsill.

The other opening in the

long rectangular building is a door to right of centre.
Source: Buildings of Architectural and Historical
Significance (Kingston, 1973) Vol. II, pp. 46-49.
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Appendix B
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

30 William Street

Geocode:

0610600410030

1840
1850

Bank of Montreal

1865

Bank of Montreal

1875

Bank of Monreal

1881

Bank of Montreal

1891

Bank of Montreal

1901

Bank of Montreal, Roderick Mackenzie, resident manager

1911

Frontenac Club

1921

Frontenac Club

1931

Frontenac Club

1941

15 apartments

1951

15 apartments

1961

15 apartments
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Appendix C
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

30 William Street

Registry description:

Instrument
number

Date

Original Survey, Lot 84 (south part)
and 67
Detail of Sale

Pat. C 18

1 September Crown to Richard Cartwright, all of
1797
Lot 84 and all of Lot 67

H 293

18 May
1815

Will of Richard Cartwright left Lots
67 and 84 to his son, John Solomon
Cartwright

Q 518

1 November
1844

John Solomon Cartwright to the Bank
of Montreal, Lot 84 to his son, John
Soloman Cartwright

23-20926

28 February Bank of Montreal to the Frontenac
1908
Club, Lot 84 and west half of Lot 67
for $10,000

52-50297

1 May
1936

Trustees of the Frontenac Club to
Margaret A. Vosper Webb, Lot 84 and
west half of lot 67 for $7,000

106803

22 August
1958

M.A. Webb to George Vosper Lot 84 and
west half of Lot 67 for $67,597 (with
other half of Lot 67 and other land)
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Addendum;

30 William Street, Kingston, Ontario

This building is usually attributed to a Mr. Crane of
Cobourg, who is supposed to be Edward Crane, whose only
known building is Victoria College in Belleville.

Crane

advertised for tenders for the building in the Kingston
Chronicle and Gazette, 19 Februry 1845 (p. 3, col. 6);
this appears to have been the result of a competition
announced in the Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, 28 May
1843 (p. 3, col. 2) for the Bank of Montreal building, then
being planned for the Place d'Armes area.

Crane's only

Kingston connection was the fact that his daughter, Ann,
married Samuel Boyden of Kingston (Kingston Chronicle and
Gazette, 4 October 1834).

Dr. J. Douglas Stewart, of the

Department of Art, Cueen's University, has suggested in an
unpublished paper on George Browne that the building is
actually to a design by Browne, with Crane superintending.
There are two sets of preliminary drawings in the Andrew
Drummond Papers, Queen's University Archives, which papers
appear to be designs for the facades and floor plans of 30
William Street.

There are, however, major differences

between the designs and the finished product, and are
clearly preliminary; for example, the drawings show a
building four bays wide on William Street, when the final
design is only three bays wide.

The printing on these plans
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appears to be Browne's, in Professor Stewart's judgement,
and the designs repeat fundamental aspects of Browne's
Kingston work—the use of the Doric order, the heavy string
course between the second and third floors, the chimney,
which is nearly identical to that of St. Andrew's Manse (149
Clergy Street East 06106001400146), and the peculiar treatment of the window surrounds in ashlar.

Since so little is

known of Crane, no parallel comparison is possible.

On

structural grounds alone, then, Professor Stewart suggests
that Browne, and not Crane, was the architect of this
building.

The plans probably came into Drummond's hands in

the 18 50s, when he became the manager of the Bank of
Montreal; Drummond up to this point had been an architect
himself, and several Kingston buildings of the period
1841-43 have been attributed by Professor Stewart to him.
Browne was almost certainly in Kingston in the fall of 1843;
he only left the city just before the capital moved to
Montreal in the spring of 1844, and if he was in Kingston,
it would be logical to expect him to be interested in such a
commission.

As architect of Kingston's City Hall, the

Presbyterian Manse, John Solomon Cartwright's Rockwood, and
a number of other major Kingston buildings of the period,
Browne was the leading architect in the city, and would be
the logical choice for the Bank, which was exceedingly
prestige-oriented.
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The attribution, which is purely tentative, appears
reasonable, though based on stylistic similarities which are
by no means necessarily a reliable guide.

Dana Johnson,
30 March 1977.

en
H
e3

F i g u r e 1:

Bank of Montreal (middle r i g h t ) ; 224-6 King S t . E. ( f i r s t house on l e f t ) ;
S t . G e o r g e ' s Church ( s p i r e middle l e f t ) .
P u b l i c Archives of Canada, PA-62172.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:
Date:

Dana J o h n s o n

Februrary

Geocode:
City:

1977

06106004300222
Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

222 J o h n s o n

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1855
Architect:
possibly William

Coverdale

Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Dr. John Robinson Dickson,
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants: M i d d l e c l a s s o w n e r s and
Notable occupants and reason identified^

Building use:

Residential,

single

Physician

tenants

dwelling

Major building material :
Hammer d r e s s e d
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
A 2 s t o r e y s t o n e and
3 s t o r e y wooden a d d i t i o n
1937
on r e a r

limestone
Architect

Builder

Comments: T h i s i s an e x a m p l e of m i d - c e n t u r y r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g ,
s e c t i o n of t h e c i t y d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s and " 5 0 s .

in a
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222 Johnson Street

Kingston

Like 155 Earl Street (06106004000155), this lot was part of
John Counter's subdivision of a part of Park Lot 2, northwest of the original townsite.

In 1848 Counter sold this

lot to a Kingston merchant, Malachi McLaughlin for L200
who sold it the next year, at no profit, to Doctor John
2
Robinson Dickson.
Up until 1855 the assessment rolls
show Dickson living and practicing in St. Lawrence Ward, on
3
the south side of Princess Street.
Born in Ireland in
1819 Dickson came to Canada in 1837 and began the practice
of medicine in 1838.

Except for a period from 1841 until

1842, when he took advanced studies in New York, Dickson
4
spent his life practicing medicine in Kingston.
By 1850
he was, in the opinion of one of his patients, John A.
Macdonald, "a very respectable medical practioner here".

5

When a faculty of medicine was established in affiliation
with Cueen's College in 1854, Dickson was appointed to the
Chair in Surgery.

Perhaps to be closer to the college he

built this two and one half storey hammer-dressed limestone
residence, convenient to the residential areas he served,
the college campus at Summerhill and the two city hospitals.
The design is in a simple Classic Revival style, and
may be the work of William Coverdale, who in 1852 built the
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two and one half storey double house for the Mowat family
immediately to the west.

There are similarities between the

two buildings but enough differences to make any identification exceedingly tentative.

The Dickson house is three bays

wide with the main door in the first bay; it is constructed
with ashlar quoins and sills, with flat arches and radiating
voussoirs above the windows on the two main floors. The
basement windows have rounded arches and radiating voussoirs,
also in ashlar.

The main door is protected by an elaborate

porch supported by two wooden columns with Ionic capitals
and decorated pediment; this de-emphasizes the height of
this facade.

It has a gable roof of metal, broken, as was

common in the Classic Revival style, by two dormers, with
parapeted end walls which rise to two chimneys, side left
and side right, both linked at the base and constructed of
hammer-dressed limestone.

The roof has a heavy wooden

cornice along the front.

There are no openings on the

sides, the west wall being a thick firewall against the
houses next door; this wall extends from the west face into
the yard forming an eight-foot high limestone partition
between the two properties.

The rear face was originally

three bays wide, matching the front, but a two-storey
hammer-dressed limestone addition, built in 1927, containing
a sunroom on the first floor and a bedroom on the second,
obscures the original construction.
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The interior appears to be original; the present owner
reports no major renovations, except for the addition noted
above, since 1897. The basement houses the kitchen and
storage areas, and includes a large fireplace which is now
closed; the first floor is arranged now as a living/dining
room and the kitchen-pantry, with two fireplaces.

There are

three bedrooms on each of the second and third floors, one
room on each floor containing a fireplace.
The large size of this townhouse was determined by the
fact that Dickson had ten children as well as the fact that
he carried on an extensive medical practice from his home.
He lived here until 1869 when he succeeded Dr. J.P.
Litchfield as Medical Superintendent of the Provincial
Asylum, a post which required him to live at Rockwood.

By

this time Dickson had held the positions of Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine at Queen's (1857-64) and Surgeon of the
7
Provincial Penitentiary (1862-69).
Until 1878 this house
was rented to tenants but upon his retirement in that year
he and his family returned to Johnson Street.

Dickson died

in 1890 but his widow continued to live there, along with
her daughter Annie, who was among Kingston's first female
g
doctors and who took over much of her father's practice.
From 1897 to 1898 the house was sold four times, to
Mary DesRochers, Benjamin Folger, Lewis J. Day and finally
John Hickey; the last, a partner in the wholesale grocery

525

firm of Rigney and Hickey, passed the house on to his son,
James Rigney, a lawyer who still owns it and resides
there.
This is a fine example of a large townhouse fitted onto
a narrow lot; it fits in well with an urban streetscape of
substantial mid- and late-nineteenth century limestone
houses.

526

Endnotes:
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office (hereafter
Registry), Abstract Index 1, plan B27, lot 11.

2

Ibid., Instrument #A303 dated 7 June 1849, conveying
lot 11 from Malachi McLaughlin to J.R. Dickson for L200.

3

City of Kingston Papers, Queen's University Archives,
Assessment Rolls for St. Lawrence Ward 1850-54, passim.

4

Papers of the Medical Faculty of Queen's University,
"Records of the Life of Doctor John R. Dickson",
Cueen's University Archives.

5

J.K. Johnson, ed., The Letters of John A. MacDonald
1836-1857 (Ottawa, 1968), Macdonald to Margaret Greene,
6 January 1850, p. 163.

6

"Records of the Life...", op. cit.

7

Ibid.; H.P. Gundy, "Growing Pains: The Early History
of Cueen's Medical Faculty," Historic Kingston, No. 4
(1954-5), pp. 14-25.

8

Ibid.; Directory of the City of Kingston 1890-91
(Kingston, 1890).

9

Registry, op. cit.
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

222 Johnson Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B27 f Lot west part of 11
Detail of Sale

Patent

n.d.

Crown to Annie Earl, Park Lot 2 (There
are a number of transactions not noted)

Plan B27

30 Aug.
1850

Sub-division plan of 10 acres of Park
Lot 2, purchased by John Counter (A171
C of K, dated June lf 1848) for L10,000

A302
C of K

22 June
1848

John Counter to McLaughlin, all of Lot
11 (1/5 acre) for L200

A303
C of K

7 June
1849

Malachy McLaughlin to J.R. Dickson all
of Lot for L200

14-14221

1 Feb.
1898

Executors of J.R. Dickson to B.J.
Folger, west part of Lot for $2,800

14-14227

7 April
1898

B.J. Folger to Lewis J. Day, west part
of Lot for $3,300

14-14594

1 Nov.
1898

Lewis J. Day to John Hickey, west part
of Lot for $2,800

43-38393

9 March
1923

John Hickey to James M. Hickey west
part of Lot for $1, N.L. and A.
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Historian:
Date:

Dana J o h n s o n

February,

Geocode:
City:

1977

06106004300280
Kingston,

Address:

Ontario

280 J o h n s o n

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1856
Architect:
William Coverdale
Builder:
William T o s s e l l ,
Craftsmen (List Type)

Contractor

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
William Anglin, City
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants M i d d l e c l a s s o w n e r s and
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Residential,

single

Chamberlain

tenants

dwelling

Major building m a t e r i a l :
L i m e s t o n e and r u b b l e s t o n e , r e d b r i c k f r o n t s
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
2 s t o r e y b r i c k addt i o n on r e a r ; r e p l a c e Aug. 1886
p o s s i b l y William
ment of h e a t i n g p l a n t
Newlands
and new d r a i n s
Comments: One of a row of s i x n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l u n i t s , o n e of t h e few
e x a m p l e s of p r e s t i g e m i d - 1 9 t h c e n t u r y row h o u s i n g i n K i n g s t o n .
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280 Johnson Street

Kingston

In 1848 a Kingston entrepreneur, John Counter, purchased ten
acres of land to the northwest of the original townsite for
the enormous sum of L10,000.

This he subdivided in 1850

into sixty-five lots which he placed on the market.

This

subdivision was, however, only one of a number of business
enterprises in which Counter was concerned.

Born in

Devonshire, England, he came to Kingston in 1821 and opened
2
a bakery; he quickly became involved in a number of
projects of civic development, such as the Cataraqui Bridge
Company, and involved himself extensively in land specula3
tion.
During the thirties and forties there was scarcely
a civic improvement project in which Counter was not
involved, and he additionally took on the duties of mayor
4
eight times between 1838 and 1856.

But the Counter sub-

division was clearly his most ambitious project, for it
appears to have been organized, financed and completed by
Counter alone.

The lots sold well, though Counter's timing

was unfortunate; Kingston was in the midst of an economic
downturn caused by world economic factors and the decline of
the transhipment trade as a result of the completion of the
St. Lawrence Canals.

As a result Counter was usually

required to accept small cash down payments and large mort-
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gages.

By 1856 his credit was strained beyond the limits

imposed by his main source of funds, the Bank of British
North America.
5
ruptcy.

John Counter was forced to declare bank-

It may have been a source of some comfort to Counter,
while he saw the whole of his personal property auctioned
off by the Bank in 1856, that a part of his subdivision, the
row of lots along Johnson Street between Sydenham and
Barrie, opposite the Roman Catholic Cathedral and Bishop's
Palace, was finally being developed.

While lots were sold

quickly, building proceeded much more slowly and by 1853,
fewer than a dozen of the lots had been built upon.

This

area of Johnson Street, comprising five lots, had been pur7
chased in 1850 by Thomas Kirkpatrick, a Kingston lawyer,
Q

businessman and officeholder.

He sold the lots

individually during the 18 50s and may have been instrumental in arranging the construction of this row of townhouses
in 18 56.

The main agent, however, appears to have been

William Anglin (1836-1886), the Chamberlain of the City of
Kingston, who commissioned the distinguished Kingston
architect, William Coverdale, to design this row of six
dwellings.
Coverdale came to Kingston from Quebec City in 1834 to
superintend the construction of the Provincial Penitentiary;
he was Chief Architect there until 1848, City Architect from
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1844 until 1865 and Architect to the Provincial Asylum
(1856-65).

Limiting his building career almost entirely

to this city, he quickly became its leading designer, and
for almost thirty years Coverdale was patronized by the
economic and social elite as their "status" architect.
Though most of Coverdale's work was in hammer dressed
limestone, here he was working on brick-faced stone fronts
with rubble limestone backs.

"This is an excellent example
12
of a quality row on a good residential street", " and the
six units are described as follows:
This row of six dwellings is faced with red brick
in common bond.

The first unit [numbered 286]

has brick sides and back, the others have backs
of rubble stone.
ment.

All rest on a limestone base-

The gable roof has parapeted end walls and

dividers, each rising from stone corbels to
double, joined brick chimneys at the roof ridge.
Three units [numbered 272, 274 and 286] have
later dormers on the front slope of the roof and
all units have rear dormers.
Each unit is three bays wide and five of
the units have a doorway in the third bay. A
wide door and fanlight with 4-tracery is set deep
in a semi-circular arched opening with panelled
reveals.

Only No. 282 seems to have the original
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double-leaf door.

Four doorways [numbered 272,

274, 278 and 282] have a variety of canopies over
them....
Each unit has two wide arched windows in the
basement protected by areas on light wells. The
two windows in the main storey and three in the
upper storey of each unit are flat arched with
limestone sills and most of them have the original
six on six glazing pattern.13
The house numbered 280 is the fourth of six units and has
been chosen because it appears to be the least altered in
facade of the row.

This unit is twenty-five feet wide and

thirty-one feet deep, with a one storey addition on the
rear, built in 1886, measuring fourteen by twelve. The
addition, which contains a kitchen, is a duplicate of one
built onto number 282 at this time and is thought to be by
14
the same architect, William Newlands of Kingston.
The original development may not have been completed
until 1858, when Coverdale's account book shows him as being
paid by Anglin for his work, but Flynn's 1857 Directory shows
them as completed.15 The builder was William Tossell of
Kingston who, with his brother Richard, formed a longlasting and major construction firm in Kingston.

Tossell

moved to Kingston in 1832 and is listed as a builder from
1836 until 1880.

He worked on many of Kingston's major stone

534

and brick buildings, including the Kingston General Hospital,
St. Paul's Anglican Church and two commercial buildings,
Wilson's Building and the Commercial Mart.
Though William Anglin appears to have been the
developer of this row, and the buildings were referred to as
his,

in fact the land on which they were built belonged

entirely either to Thomas Kirkpatrick, or had been sold by
18
him shortly before the building was constructed.
The
Kirkpatricks rented out the units to middle class professionals, or sold individual sections; Kirkpatrick died in
19
1870
and in 1873 his widow sold the fourth unit to Henry
C. Voigt, a Kingston accountant.20 Voigt was also
Secretary-Treasurer of the Kingston Commercial News Room, a
news service which canvassed foreign and domestic papers,
and appears to have been a local organizer for Sir John A.
21
MacDonald and his local lieutenant, Sir Alexander Campbell.
The Voigt family owned and resided in this house until 1950;
during this time the renovation noted earlier was made but
otherwise the house appears largely as it was originally
constructed.
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Endnotes:
1

Kingston. Frontenac County Registry Office (hereafter
Registry), Instrument #A171 C. of K. deed dated 1 June
1848 sells ten acres of Park Lot 2 from Colin Miller to
John Counter; sub-division plan B27 dated 15 July 1850.
A copy of the plan, with the size of individual lots,
is in the National Map Collection, Public Archives of
Canada "Plan of Part of the City of Kingston, showing
more particularly the manner in which Park Lot No. 2 is
laid out into Streets and Building Lots, being the
property of John Counter, Esquire" dated 23 August
1850.

2

Chronicle (Kingston), 5 October 1821; J.K. Johnson,
"John A. Macdonald and the Kingston Business Community"
in G. Tulchinsky, ed., To Preserve and Defend
(Montreal, 1976), p. 148.

3

See, for example, his involvement in the Cataraqui
Bridge Company, Chronicle (Kingston), 11 August 1826;
on land speculation, see his advertisements in the
Chronicle and Gazette (Kingston), 20 November 1830 and
British Whig (Kingston), 11 February 1834.

4

Johnson, op. cit., pp. 144-48.

5

See the list of property for sale in the Daily News
(Kingston), 17 April 1856 under the direction of the
Bank of British North America, assignee of John
Counter. Johnson, op. cit., p. 155.

6

Canada. Public Archives, Map Divison, "Kingston and
its Vicinity...1853 by Henry Vavasour".

7

Registry, Instrument #B172 C. of K., dated 17 December
18 50 a deed of sale from John Counter to Thomas
Kirkpatrick, lots 17, 18, A, B and small b for LI,000.

8

Johnson, op. cit., p. 149.

9

Buildings of Architectural and Historic Significance
(Kingston, 1973) (hereafter BAHS), Vol. II, p. 82.

10

J.D. Stewart, "Architecture for a Boom Town..." in
Gerald Tulchinsky, ed., To Preserve and Defend (Kingston,
1976), p. 53; Margaret Angus, The Old Stones of
Kingston (Toronto, 1966), pp. 54, 68.
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11

Coverdale's obituary is in Daily British Whig
(Kingston), 28 September 1865; there is a description
of many of his major achievements included.

12

BAHS, Vol. II, p. 83.

13

Ibid., pp. 83-4.

14

Cueen's University Archives, William Newlands Papers,
"Plans of Alterations and additions to the Residence of
W. Rigney Esq. Johnson Street", plan 91.

15

Coverdale Papers, privately held, Account Book September
1858; Thomas Flynn, Directory of the City of Kingston
for 1857-1858 (Kingston, 1857), listing for William
Anglin.

16

Mrs. Margaret Angus kindly provided this information
from her files on Kingston builders.

17

Sir Alexander Campbell Papers, Public Archives of
Ontario, Henry Voigt to A. Campbell, 2 August 1871.

18

BAHS, Vol. II, pp. 82-3; Registry, Abstract Index 1,
Plan B27, lots 18, A, B and small b.
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

280 Johnson Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Plan B27, lots part of B and small b
Detail of Sale

Patent

n.d.

Crown to Annie Earl, Park Lot #2

A 171

1 June
1848

Colin Miller to John Counter, 10
acres of Park Lot 2 for L10,000

Plan B 27

20 August
18 50

Subdivision plan of 10 acres of
Park Lot #2

B 173
C of K

17 December John Counter to Thomas Kirkpatrick
1850
Lots 17, 18, A, B and b on Johnson
Street with other lands, for L1000

M 1623

21 February Helen Kirkpatrick, heir of Thomas
1873
Kirkpatrick to H.C. Voigt, lots
part of B and b for $2,000

66-69345

7 January
1950

Executors of Caroline Voigt, heir
of H.C. Voigt, to Kathleen and
Marjorie Murphy, as above for $500
and other considerations

188483

15 April
1969

Kathleen Murphy to Mr. & Mrs.
Gerret Wilde, lots part of B and b
for $21,000
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Historian:
Date:

Taylor

1975

Geocode:
City:

C.J.

06106007600012

Kingston,

Ontario

Address: 12 Union S t r e e t
Building Name:
(if important)

S t . James
Anglican

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 4 4 - 4 6
Architect:
William Coverdale
Builder:
N e i l C a m p b e l l & Co. - m a s o n r y
Craftsmen (List Type)
George D a v i d s o n - c a r p e n t r y
W i l l i a m Andrews - p l a s t e r i n g
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

K i n g s t o n D i o c e s e , A n g l i c a n Church
of Canada
and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Religious,

church

Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
i n t e r i o r work
1853
enlargement
1866/68
i n s t a l l e m e n t of o r g a n
1895
i n t e r i o r renovation
1926
Comments: The c h u r c h ' s p a r i s h c o n t a i n e d a l a r g e and p o o r p o p u l a t i o n of
many I r i s h P r o t e s t a n t i m m i g r a n t s .
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12 Union Street

Kingston

The decision to built a second Church of England church in
the Kingston area was made shortly after the formation of
the Kingston Branch of the Church Society in 1836.

It be-

came the concern of both the one existing church (St.
George's) and the Church Society that further provision be
made for the church people of the town and surrounding
area.

It was not until 1843, however, that a notice was

given calling together those interested in the establishment
2
of a church on the western fringe of the town.
Work on the new church was not begun until September
1844 when the Honourable John Macaulay deeded to the Bishop
of Toronto part of lot 24 in the first concession in the
Township of Kingston "for the erection thereupon of a church
3
and such other buildings as may hereafter be determined".
At this time the site was outside the town limits of
Kingston and was included in a community called Stuartville.
The architect of the new church was William Coverdale,
builder of many fine limestone structures in Kingston including St. Paul's Anglican Church, 1845, 161 Earl Street,
1847 (06106004000161), Sydenham Street Church, 1851 and
Hillcroft, 1852 (06106009400026).4

William Coverdale

arrived in Kingston from Quebec in 1832 to be superintending
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architect for the Portsmouth Penitentiary--a post which he
held until 1848 when he resigned over a salary dispute.
When Coverdale died on 23 September 1865 he was the
architect for the Criminal Lunatic Asylum at Rockwood which
5
was only partially completed.
The cornerstone of St. James Church was laid 28
September 1844 by the Bishop of Toronto, the Right Reverend
John Strachan.

It was originally called a Free Church

because it was outside the authority of the Rector of
Kingston and was responsible for its own welfare.

Its

parish contained a large poor population consisting of many
7
Irish protestant immigrants.
The church was consecrated in 1846 and a rectory built
in 1849.

In 1853 work was done on the interior of the

church, rearranging the seating and lighting and adding
decoration.

Around 1866 or 1868, the decision was made to
9
enlarge the church.
"The edifice will be widened twelve
and a half feet on each side, chancel, organ chamber and
three gothic porches added, the seating accommodation nearly

doubled.

Two hot-air furnaces will be introduced."

estimated cost for these additions was $8,500.00.
12
Casavant pipe organ was installed in 1895.

The
A

Considerable changes were made to the interior of the
church in 1926 under the supervision of Professor L.T.
13
Rutledge, one of the parishioners.
The church was re-
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decorated and several important alterations and additions
made to it.

In the chancel the floor space was enlarged by

extending the floor into the nave for a distance of five
feet.

This extension also put the entrance to the pulpit

and the lectern on the same level as the rest of the
chancel.

The wall was covered to a height of seven feet

with a wainscot of gothic design and a door opened from the
chancel into the chapel.

The ceiling was beamed and

panelled to correspond with the nave.

In the nave the

biggest change was the removal of the gallery from the back
of the church.

Two imitation doors in the wall underneath

it were closed and covered over with plaster.

The old choir

entrance was closed and a new one of double width placed in
the wall at right angles to the old one.

Corresponding to

the work in the chancel, a wainscotting was placed about the
entire building to the levels of the window sills.

The

ceiling was altered by the addition of beams resting upon
ornamental corbells, with other beams running transversely
to give a panel effect.

The lighting of the church was

improved by the installation of three chandeliers replacing
the single one that had existed before.

New brass rails
14
were added in the chancel the following year.
In 1936 a new roof was added and another heating system
•
*. ii A
installed.

1 5
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32 Simcoe Street

Kingston

This two storey double house, constructed of hammer dressed
limestone, appears to have been constructed in 1842 by a
Kingston tanner, John Plant Bower, as a revenue propety at a
time when Kingston was the capital of the Province of
Canada.

The arrival of the civil service and the members of

both houses of Parliament strained accommodation within the
community.

Rents and real estate values rose quickly and

"builders were frantically dividing old houses and building
new ones".

Bower's career, and the nature of the

location of this house, has been examined in connection with
13 Maitland Street; during this period Bower had rented out
his own residence and built an addition for his own use.
Bower's house was renovated by the Government's Chief
2
Architect, George Browne, and it may have been Browne
that Bower approached to design his new double house on the
northeast corner of his lot, fronting on "Tannery home", now
Simcoe Street.

Located immediately to the north of Bower's

tannery complex, this double house shows many of the attributes of Browne's main Kingston example of a townhouse, the
Presbyterian manse at 146 Clergy Street East (06106001400146)
though the former is much more simple.

The attribution to

Browne is, however, tentative and based on surmise, without
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•"•lear and direct support by historical documentation.
The Assessment Rolls for 1843 show the Simcoe Street
3
houses as completed.
This brought Bower's holdings to
four two storey houses, a tannery and a wharf, all on a one
acre block of land on the waterfront southwest of the
original townsite.
The 1842 double house is two storeys in height and constructed of rubble limestone in an irregular course. On the
southeast and southwest corners are quoins of bevelled
ashlar limestone, a motif repeated in the lugsills. There
are two chimneys set in side right and side left, constructed
of red brick above the eaves there is a third, centre rear,
of the same construction.

The front facade is six bays wide

and originally contained two doors, each with flat arches
and voussoirs of hammer-dressed limestone; these doors have
been replaced by double doors which now service the apartments the house has been subdivided into and only part of
the voussoirs is now visible.

Eight of the twelve front

windows are original; they rest on ashlar lugsills with
flat-headed arches and voissoirs of hammer-dressed limestone.
The other four windows are of varying sizes and have wooded
sills without decoration.
glazing involved.

There is a wide variety of

The house is topped by a low gable roof

which has been resurfaced.

The rear has been modified to

make provision for additional windows and entrances for
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apartments.

The rectangular shape of the house is relieved

at the rear by a two and a half storey extension on the west
rear of the house; this appears to be original, and is
served by a four foot wide walkway which separated Bower's
4
stone house from John Watkins1 stone stable.
Marking the
entrance to the walkway is a wooden arch topped by a Tuscan
pediment.
Bower built this house as a rental property for two
families; eventually one half of it became Bower's own residence, for his funeral train departed from Simcoe Street, "his
5
late residence".
All of his property then passed to his
daughter, Mary Ann and her husband, Angus Cameron.

The

Camerons lived in half of the Simcoe Street property and
rented out the other half, often to the various boat
builders who operated the business in Bower's former tannery
7
building, along the waterfront south of 32 Simcoe Street.
In 18 96 Mrs. Cameron rented part of the former Bower
property to the newly-founded Kingston Yacht Club which
purchased the whole--the former tannery, the double house on
o

Simcoe Street and 13 Maitland Street—for $10,000.

The

houses on Simcoe Street remained as rental units for two
families, until 1958 when a Kingston realtor, Norman
Springer, purchased it and subdivided it into six apartments.
Though renovated both externally and internally, this impossing double house retains much of its sense of proportion
and scale.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

32 Simcoe Street

Geocode:

0610600810032

1840
1850

Major Symons

1865

Colonel Angus Cameron, gentleman

1875

Colonel Angus Cameron, gentleman

1881

Mrs. Angus Cameron, widow

1891

Mrs. Angus Cameron, widow

1901

Mrs. Angus Cameron, widow

1911

J.P. Matheson, ship's carpenter

1921

John P. Matheson, ship's carpenter

1931

Patrick J. Dee and Allan Wyley

1941

J.J. Dennie (active service)

1951

William Steacy, Steacy's Department Store

1961

Kervin Johnson
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

32 Simcoe Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Farm Lot 25, Lot E
Detail of Sale
Up to 1906, this house had an ownership pattern the same as 13 Maitland
Street (06106008200013) below are
transactions after this point.

38-33435

8 May
1919

Kingston Yacht Club to Katherine
Richardson, part of Lot (90' 2" on
Simcoe Street) for N.L. & A. and $1

123-248

4 Dec.
1922

Katherine Richardson, part of Lot (90*
2" on Simcoe Street) for N.L. & A.
and $1

60-61100

25 Jan.
1946

Henry E. Richardson to Barry Stafford,
90' 2" on Simcoe Street) for $23,500

105862

22 Sept.
1958

Barry J. Stafford to Norman Springer
90' 2" on Simcoe Street for $29,000.

Ln
Ln
to

Figure 1:

Aerial photograph, c. 1919, showing the waterfront and part of Farm Lot 25. City
Park in centre; County Court House at top. Waterfront from the left shows Kingston
Yacht Club, 32-38 Simcoe St. (Longhouse on left) and 13 Maitland Street (behind elm
trees; rear section visible). Cueen's University, top right. Public Archives of
Canada, PA-30475.
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Historian: Dana J o h n s o n
Date:

February,

Geocode:
City:

1977

06106008200013

Kingston,

Ontario

Address: 13 M a i t l a n d
Building Name:
(if important)

Street

Elm Lodge
( S a i n t ' s Rest)

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1826
Architect:
P o s s i b l y Thomas R o g e r s
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:

J o h n P l a n t Bower,
Co1,

Tanner

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
3 u s Cameron,
Commander of t h e 3 r d M i l i t i a D i s t r i c t ; K i n g s t o n Y a c h t C l u b , I n c .
Notable type of o c c u p a n t s P r o f e s s i o n a l o w n e r s and

An<

tenants

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Residential,

Major building m a t e r i a l :

single

dwelling

Hammer d r e s s e d l i m e s t o n e ,

Alterations:
General Nature
Date
2 storey addition
1841
on r e a r , u s e d a s a
separate residence
2nd s t o r e y p o r c h
c . 1910

stuccoed

Architect
George Browne

over
Builder

W i l l i a m Newlands

Comments: T h i s i s a l a r g e e a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r y d w e l l i n g ,
o u t s i d e t h e town on l a k e f r o n t .

originally
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13 Maitland Street

Kingston

The mixing of residential and industrial buildings in close
proximity was a common phenomenon in early 19th century
Upper Canadian towns, for it was often essential that a
householder have quick access to his shop.
tannery was just such an activity.

Running a

There were two tanneries

in Kingston, one north of the original townsite, in a suburb then called Picardville, owned by the Ordnance Department and the other on the waterfront southwest of the town,
owned by John Plant Bower.
Little is known of Bower.

He lived in Kingston as

early as 1822, when he advertised lands for sale with the
Kingston lawyer-M.P.P., Christopher Hagerman.

The former

was, however, clearly a man of wealth and social status
within the community.

Bower's wealth may be seen not only

in the scale of his tannery and residence, but also in his
ownership of a sloop, the Beaver, which he advertised for
2
sale in 1828.
His social respectability is testified to
by the fact that, during the Rebellion of 1837, he was
chosen Town Warden, to organize the defence of the town of
3
Kingston; in spite of his age (he was born in 1778),

he

was an active member of the 3rd Frontenac Militia, attaining
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and was chosen a member of
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the military court established to try to participants in the
Battle of the Windmill, an engagement against American
4
sympathizers of the rebellion which occurred in 1838.
In 1826 Bower purchased a one acre waterfront lot,
located (perhaps for reasons of the smell caused by a
tannery) on an unsubdivided section of Farm Lot 25, just
outside the original townsite.

Farm Lot 25 has been

originally patented to Lieutenent Michael Grass, who had been
placed in charge of a large group of refugees from New York
by Sir Guy Carleton, and had settled them near Kingston in
1783-84.

Grass had sold the entire lot to Henry Murney

in 1809, and during the 1820s the latter sold off sections
of the farm lot for commercial and residential purposes.
The first sale was to Thomas Molson, the Montreal brewer, in
1824; this was a two acre plot, now bounded by West, King
7
and Simcoe Streets, on which Molson built a brewery.
On
4 May 1826, Bower purchased his tannery site from Sheriff
o

John McLean, acting on Murney's behalf,

and set out to

build a house on the southwest corner of the lot. This was
apparently completed before the winter, for on 15 December
George Herchimer Markland advertised for rent "a small house
9
on the Grounds of Warwick, lately occupied by Mr. Bower."
To the rear of this house—the front half of 13 Maitland
Street—Bower built his tannery, a two storey cut limestone
structure, approximately 115' by 40', set back about 125
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feet from the lakeshore.

This was active by 1829, when

he advertised for 200 cords of barkwood to stoke the curing
fires.

The property was sufficiently extensive to be

mortgaged in the spring of 1833 for L400; when the town
first assessed him for the taxes, in 1838, his house, wharf
and tanyard were valued at L150, one of the highest
12
assessments in the city.
With the arrival of the capital to Kingston in 1841,
Bower rented his house at 13 Maitland Street to the Chairman
of the Board of Works, the Honourable Hamilton H. Killaly,
who ordered the Government Chief Architect, George Browne,
to make a number of interior alterations.

Browne was a dis-

tinguished Montreal architect who had been brought to
Kingston to renovate the City Hospital for the Parliament
Buildings and to make provision for residential and office
space for government officers.

In addition to this work,

Browne accepted a large number of private commissions,
including St. Andrew's Manse, Rockwood, the Kingston City
Hall and three round-cornered commercial buildings.

A part

of Browne's mature stage, his Kingston buildings have been
judged "among the finest buildings of the 1840's in
Canada."

For Bower, Browne designed a rear section to

the original house; on 24 May 1841 the Inspector General of
Canada, John Macaulay, wrote his wife that Bower was in the
14
process of "adding some new rooms for himself."
This,
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however, gives only a clue to the extent of Browne's contribution, for the addition measures approximately 65' by 18',
was of hammer-dressed limestone, and stood two storeys in
K

• K-

15

height.
In 1842-43, Bower continued to expand his holdings,
constructing a two storey stone house on Simcoe Street,
along side the tannery, which was also expanded during this
period.

These additions may explain the mortgage which

Bowers took out on his property in January of 1843, a
17
mortgage of L600 from Reverend William M. Herchimer.
In
the 1843 assessment rolls, the valuation on Bower's property
had risen to L456, the complex then consisting of three two
18
storey houses, a wharf and tannery.
At some time between 1850—when the Assessment Rolls
show him living on Maitland Street—and his death on
25 September 1854, Bower moved from Elm Lodge to Simcoe
19
Street, and rented out the former.
Bower's widow sold
the property to her grand-daughter's husband, Colonel Augus
20
Cameron, for a life annuity of L160.
Cameron had been a
long-term resident of Kingston—he is listed in 1836 as an
21
auctioneer and commission merchant — a n d was a member of
22
the Board of Trustees of Queen's University.
He owned
Garden Island, in the river due south of Elm Lodge, where he
ran a stock breeding operation until he sold the island in
the 1860s to the Calvin Company, a timber forwarding
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company.

23

Though Cameron owned the property until his

death in 1880, he lived at Elm Lodge for only a brief period,
his address usually being listed as one of the Simcoe Street
24
houses.
Elm Lodge, on the other hand, was rented out,
either as a boarding house or as a private residence; as a
result of these various uses, the interior has been extensively renovated, and it is not possible to trace the stages
through which it has gone.

The earliest representation of

it is the diagram on the 1892 Insurance Plan, which shows 13
Maitland Street as a two and one half storey rectangular cut
stone residence, with a two storey cut stone extension extending from the northwest corner of the original house—a
design repeated, with changes in the roofing material, on
the 1908, 1947 and 1963 plans. 2 5
The late nineteenth century was a period of organization for hitherto only informally organized sports.

A yacht

club had been organized in Kingston as early as 1857, when a
group of professional men under the leadership of Orlando S.
Gildersleeve, a Kingston shipper and lawyer, organized the
26
Kingston Yacht Club.
But the club had no permanent
headquarters, and its survival depended upon the intiative
of the executive, each year, to revive it.

In 1896, however,

a new Kingston Yacht Club was chartered, with two Kingston
businessmen, J.B. Carruthers and J.H. Macnee respectively as
27
President and Treasurer.
Cameron's Wharf, formerly
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Bower's Wharf, was offered by Cameron's widow as a site for
the clubhouse and moorings, for a token rental of $1 per
annum.

The Yacht Club was permitted to build a meeting

house on the wharf, to be valued at no more than $10,000; at
the end of the lease, Mrs. Cameron, or her heirs, would
either buy the clubhouse, renew the lease, or sell to the
28
club.
But Elm Lodge and the rest of the tannery property
remained in Mrs. Cameron's hands, and she continued to rent
29
out Elm Lodge.
Because it has often been a boarding
house exclusively for bachelors, it received the sardonic
appellation, "Saints' Rest" and, though the clump of elms
which inspired its original name survived until Dutch Elm
disease, the latter name has been most often employed.
By 1906 it had become clear that the Yacht Club was a
success, and Mrs. Cameron's heirs sold all of lot E—Elm
Lodge, the tannery (which had been used for some time by
various boat manufacturing firms as a workshop), the wharf
and the Simcoe Street houses—to the Yacht Club for
30
$12,000.
Elm Lodge has remained in the Club's hands
since, used as a residence for club employees and other
tenants, meeting rooms and storage.

The Club added a sun

porch over the wooden verandah on the south facade about
31
1910; William Newlands was the architect.

This appears

to be the only major addition, though the one storey wooden
addition facing Maitland Street has been recently stuccoed.
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During the 1840s and '50s, this section of Farm Lot 25,
from the waterfront to King Street, became a favoured area
for residences owned by upper middle class professional men,
and Henry Murney's widow sold many large lots on Emily, King
and Maitland Streets; many of these substantial homes
remain, providing Elm Lodge with a surrounding streetscape
of "solid respectability", even though most of the houses
have been, like the Lodge, converted into apartments.
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Appendix A
Survey of Inhabitants of Kingston Buildings from City
Directories
Address:

13 Maitland Street

Geocode:

0610600820013

1840

John Plant Bower, tanner

1850

John Plant Bower, tanner

1865
1875

J.P. Gildersleeve, steamship and insurance agent

1881

Boarding House

1891

Boarding House

1901

Kingston Yacht Club, rental

1911

Kingston Yacht Club, rental

1921

William C. Phillips, manufacturer

1931

3 apartments

1941

2 apartments

1951

4 apartments

1961

5 apartments
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Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

13 Maitland Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number
Patent

Date
n.d.

Farm Lot 25, Lot E
Detail of Sale
Crown to Michael Grass, all of Farm
Lot 25

B205

6 April
1809

Michael Grass to Henry Uwney, all of
Lot 25

L317

4 May
1826

Sheriff John McLean (Agent) to John
Plant Bower, 1 acre Lot E

C292
C. of K.

16 October Will of J.P. Bower conveyed property
1854
in trust to his daughter, Charlotte
Bower Cameron

C304
C. of K.

9 November Charlotte Bower to Angus Cameron all
1854
of Lot E for NL&A and rental of L160
p. a.

12-12921

8 July
1896

Lease of wharf on Martland Street from
Mary Ann Cameron, heir of Charlotte
Cameron to the Kingston Yacht Club

21-19575

23 April
1906

By a decision of the High Court of
Justice of Ontario, all Lot E sold by
the heirs of Mary Ann Cameron to
Kingston Yach Club for $10,000.
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Historian:
Date:

Johnson

February,

Geocode:
City:

Dana

06106008800055

Kingston,

Address:

1977

Ontario

55 George

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB Phase I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

1844

Name and occupation of original owner:
John C r e i g h t o n , p r i n t e r & b o o k s e l l e r
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
W i l l i a m Newlands, a r c h i t e c t ; Kingston General H o s p i t a l
Notable type of occupants:

Middle c l a s s owners and t e n a n t s

Notable occupants and reason identified:

building, use:

Residential,

Major building material:
Alterations:
General Nature

single

dwelling

Red b r i c k o v e r
Date

limestone
Architect

Builder

T h i s r e s i d e n c e was d e m o l i s h e d i n 1974 t o make way f o r t h e
HeTlth S c i e n c e s Centre of Q u e e n ' s U n i v e r s i t y and K i n g s t o n General
Hospital.
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55 George Street

Kingston

In November of 1838 the Reverend George O'Kill Stuart sold a
three acre section of his patrimony, Farm Lot 24.

This

area, now bounded by Barrie, University and Concession
Streets with the lakeshore forming the southern limit, had
been granted in 1796 to Stuart's father, the former chaplain
of the King's Royal Regiment of New York during the American
Revolution, the Reverend John Stuart.

He settled in

Kingston in 1784 and became Rector of St. George's Anglican
Church, a post to which his son succeeded upon the elder
Stuart's death in 1811.

Both Stuarts farmed their grant to

the west of the original townsite in order to supplement
2
their incomes as ministers.
In 1836 Stuart took the
finest building site on his farm and began construction of
"one hundred and sixty-eight running feet of domestic
3
ambition",
Summerhill.

his magnificent Regency country house,
In order to finance this extraordinary under-

taking, which appears to have been an expression of Stuart's
status within the growing community and which was only
rarely used as a residence, Stuart periodically sold off
sections of his farm.

Earlier he had sold a plot between

Summerhill and the lake for the building of the initial
Kingston General Hospital, and occasionally he sold lots
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along the lakeshore where a small community, called
Stuartville and centred on a roadside inn, had developed.

4

In 1838, as finances again became tight, Stuart sold an unsubdivided section containing three acres, south of
Summerhill and east of the hospital to Doctor James Sampson
for L250.
Sampson had been "one of the most brilliant of young
army hospital mates in London at the time of the Napoleonic
Wars";

seconded to Kingston after the end of the War of

1812 as divisional surgeon, he remained a leading member of
the community until his death in 1862.

The leading medical

practioner in the town, he was Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine of Cueen's College (1854-62), Chairman of the
Kingston General Hospital and Surgeon in charge of the
7
hospital at Kingston Penitentiary.
He divided his subg
division into twenty lots,

and in the boom years of

Kingston's period as capital and with this area immediately
adjacent to the Parliament Buildings, sold them off at a
handsome profit.
What happened at this point regarding the house which
is now identified as 55 George Street is by no means clear.
In the expansive land market of the day, it appears most
likely that Sampson sold three unoccupied lots, opposite the
Parliament Buildings (the former hospital having been converted to this purpose), numbered 12, 13 and 14 on Sampson's
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plan, to a Kingston bookseller, John Creighton, for L310.

9

The latter offered L50 cash and a mortgage for the balance
and, four months later, he took out a further mortgage for
L250, which one presumes was to build the house.

Certainly

a house was finished by November of 1844 when Creighton
arranged by a deed of gift, for his parents and spinster
sister to have the use of the house at 55 George Street as long
as any one of them should live.

The ownership of the house

was to revert to Creighton or his heirs upon the passing of
all three relatives, or upon the marriage of his sister.
What part, if any, of the house at 55 George Street, as
pictured before its demolition in 1974, was built at this
earlier time, is by no means clear.

The rear section, much

simpler in design and ornament, may have contained part or
all of the original house; the visual evidence, however, is
far from convincing.

The front part, with its elaborate

decoration, speaks much more clearly of the exuberant architectural style of the 1880s.

By this time, brick was a

common medium for building, whereas in 1844 it was much
rarer.

The clue to its date of construction is contained in

its sales history.

In 1884, Creighton sold the house to his

son-in-law, the Kingston architect, William Newlands.
His architectural drawings, many of which have been preserved in the Newlands Papers, Queen's University Archives,
contains two drawings of the exterior of the house which
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12
became 55 George Street. ' Though no plans have emerged,
it is reasonable to assume that Newlands designed at least
the front section of this house; though the plans are undated, the design fits in with other, dated, plans of the
period circa 1885.
This was a two and one half storey brick house, essentially rectangular in shape, offset in plan by two wings.
The rear wing projects eastward from the rear of the house,
and is noticably simpler than the front, giving rise to the
speculation that it may be part of the original 1844 house.
On the front faqade, there is a further projection, which
ends in a bay window.

The use of brick was "normal" for the

period; many of Newlands' houses of this period are in
brick, but Kingston's limestone heritage was by no means
forgotten, for the house rested on a high foundation of
hammer-dressed limestone blocks.

Three bays wide, the house

is notable chiefly for its superb exterior detail, mainly in
ashlar limestone.

The corners were marked with brick quoins

and the eaves were heavily bracketed with wooden cornices.
The windows on the front bay were emphasized with elaborate
surrounds of ashlar limestone, in the form of Corinthian
columns supporting a decorative moulding; the other four
windows rested on ashlar lugsills like the bay windows, but
lacked the columns while repeating the moulding
windows.

of the bay

The hipped roof was broken by small, double
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windowed dormers; these windows repeated the decoration of
the bay windows, and the use of the double rounded windows
13
marks much of Newlands1 work of this period.
The roof was
also broken by four chimneys, two placed symetrically on
each side of the house.

A second dormer, matching that on

the front, sat on the south face of the roof, along with a
second, perhaps later, one with a single rounded window.
The interior continued the elaborate decoration of the
exterior, employing wood, plaster in terra cotta, stone and
cast iron to impressive effect.
Newlands sold the house for $7,750 in 1890; since he
paid only $2,000 for it six years earlier, Newlands' reno14
vations, or rebuilding, was clearly major.
The house
remained a private residence until 1951; the last forty
years saw the house in the hands of James W. Rigney of the
15
wholesale grocery firm of Rigney and Hickey.
In 1951
Rigney's heirs sold it to the Board of Governors of the
adjacent Kingston General Hospital who used it as residential space for employees of the hospital and as office
1 C

space.

At the time of its demolition in 1974 it was the

offices of the Health Sciences Project Control Centre, which
headquartered the supervision of the erection of the Health
Sciences Centre, to be jointly shared by the Hospital and
the Faculty of Medicine of Queen's University.
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(Toronto: Champlain Society, 1959), p. 53n.

2
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3
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14, passim.
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Ibid., Instrument #Q527 dated 8 November 1844, a deed
of gift from John Creighton to Hugh and Mary Creighton,
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11
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Inventory; he married Alma Creighton in August of 1876
and one son, the architect J.C. Newlands, was born at
Creighton's house, the residence of the Warden of
Kingston's Penitentiary on 5 October 1884. Information provided by Mrs. Margaret Angus.

12

Ibid., drawing 215 is the final design of the front
facade; #251 appears to be an earlier, unused version
of the same.
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14

Registry, Instrument #U3638 between John Creighton and
William Newlands, all of lot 12 and E for $2,000;
Instrument #5-8436 between William Newlands and Eustace
Edwards, lot 12 and lot E for $7,750. The first is
dated 26 February 1884 and the second 29 March 1890.

15

Ibid., Instrument #27-24-27 dated 1 June 1911 conveying lot 12 from Noel Kent to James W. Rigney for $6,250.

16

Ibid., Instrument #68-71137 dated 1 May 1951, conveying lot 12 to the Board of Governors, Kingston General
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Appendix A
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

55 George Street

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Farm Lot 24, Plan CI, Lot 12 and E
Detail of Sale

Patent

22 June
1796

Crown to Rev. John Stuart, all of
Farm Lot 24

M802

10 November George O'Kill Stuart, heirs of John
1838
Stuart, sold 3 acres of Farm Lot 24
to James Sampson for L250

N0099

20 March
1839

James Sampson to Robert Waddingham,
all of Lot 12 for L40

0736

30 May
1842 "

Robert Waddingham to John Creighton,
all of Lot 12 for L110

U3638

26 February John Creighton to William Newlands,
1884
" all of Lot 12 and Lot E for $2,000

5-8436

29 March
1890

William Newlands to Eustace Ewards,
all of Lot 12 and Lot E for $7,750

8-10014

27 June
1891

E.G. Edwards to Joseph Power Lot 12
and Lot E for $6,750

9-10011

21 November Joseph Power to Noel Kent, Lot 12,
1891
and Lot E for $7,200

27-24027

1 June
1911

Noel Kent to James W. Rigney, Lot 12
and Lot E, for $6,250 and other lands

68-71137

1 May
1951

Heirs of J.W. Rigney to the Trustees
of the Kingston General Hospital for
$17,000

273355

27 November Trustees of Kingston General Hospital
1975
to the Trustees of Queen's University
for $1.
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Historian: Dana J o h n s o n
Date: F e b r u a r y ,

1977

Geocode: 06106009400026
City: K i n g s t o n ,

Ontario

Address: 26 H i l l c r o f t
Building Name:
(if important)

Cres.

Hillcroft

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 5 2 - 5 4
Architect:
William
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

Coverdale

Name and occupation of original owner: F r a n c i s Manning H i l l ,

lawyer

S l r

Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Alexander Campbell,
l a w y e r and S e n a t o r ; H i l l c r o f t Academy; James M i n n e s , m e r c h a n t
Notable type of occupants: Upper m i d d l e c l a s s

owners

Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

dwelling

Major building m a t e r i a l : H a m m e r - d r e s s e d
Al terations:
General Nature
Date
Interior renovations
1856
unidentified additions
Enclosed 2nd storey
c. 1910
porch

limestone
Architect
Wm. Coverdale

Builder

Comments^ country villa, now surrounded by a modern subdivision,
but originally situated on a 5 3/4 acre park lot west of the city.
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26 Hillcroft Drive

Kingston

The area to the west of the original townsite of Kingston
was divided in 1783-84 into farm lots, each of 200 acres on
the first concession, although some of the lots had broken
fronts and therefore slightly lesser or greater areas.
These were numbered consecutively, number twenty-five being
the lot immediately to the west of the town; the lots proceeding west to number one, which marks the boundary between
Kingston and Ernestown townships.

Gradually the city of

Kingston and its residents expanded onto these lots; the
first area to be developed was the Reverend George O'Kill
Stuart's Farm Lot 24, which was subdivided during the 1820s
and '30s as Stuartsville, and Henry Murney's Farm Lot 25,
which was subdivided at the same time.

The farms to the

west of these remained largely untouched by suburban
development until after mid-century, but some sections were
purchased by professional men from the city, as sites for
substantial country residences.
Farm Lot 21, on part of which 26 Hillcroft Drive was
built, was patented in 1805 to Emmanuel Ellerbeck, a United
Empire Loyalist who had been a lieutenant in the New York
Volunteers during the American Revolution.

He took

possession of the farm, which contained 219 acres on a
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broken frontage, in 1784 and farmed it, as well as taking
2
various types of employment in town.
For example, he
built the gallery in the original St. George's Anglican
3
Church in 1795.
His heirs began selling off sections of
the farm in the 1820s, the first sale being to Thomas
Dalton, who bought a section on the waterfront for a
brewery, which eventually became Morton's Distillery and
4
Brewery, reputedly the largest in North America.
In 1840
the southwest quarter of the farm lot was sold to the
Trustees of Cueen's College for the site of their newlyfounded institution; they never built there, however, and
this section is now the location of St. Mary's of the Lake
5
Hospital.
The area to the north of this area, across
Union Street, was purchased in 1850 by a Kingston lawyer,
Alexander Campbell, who had been John A. Macdonald's law
partner from 1843 to 1849.

Campbell may have intended to

build a country house there, for he then lived in a small
house nearby, or he may have held it for speculation, for he
made L200 when he sold the 5 3/4 acre lot to another lawyer,
7
Francis Manning Hill in March of 1852.
Hill had emigrated to Canada at an unknown date from
England, but by 1840 he was employed by John Soloman
q

Cartwright as a business agent.

Articled by Cartwright,

he was called to the bar in 1845 but by this time, through
the Cartwright connection, he was already a member of
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Kingston's political and business elite.

Through

Cartwright's intervention, he had been appointed the Clerk
of the Midland District Council in 1842, and he managed all
of Cartwright's business affairs until the latter's death in
1845, when Hill took over his law firm.

A director of

five major Kingston corporations, Hill was the mayor of the
city in 1849 and 1851.

in the fall of 1852 he took out

a mortgage for L800 from a wealthy Cueen's College professor
and land speculator, the Reverend George Romanes, and commissioned the distinguished Kingston architect, William
Coverdale, to build him what Thomas Flynn later described as
"the neat antique villa" called Hillcroft.
Many of the Kingston's finest buildings in limestone
are the products of Coverdale's artistry in that medium.
Born in York, England in 1801 he emigrated, first to Cuebec
City and then in 1834 to Kingston when he became the supervising architect for the Kingston Penitentiary.

Limiting

his career almost entirely to this town, Coverdale quickly
became its leading architect, and except for a few years in
the 1840s, when George Browne, the Chief Provincial
Architect was resident here, Coverdale was patronized by the
14
social elite as their status designer.
Coming reasonably late in his career, Hillcroft shows
Coverdale in his mature phase, and is notable not only for
its impressive design, but also for its superb siting and
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sympathetic melding of the status aspirations of his client
and his architectural design.

Hillcroft is a two storey,

hammer-dressed limestone villa, measuring originally
approximately 40 x 42 feet.

The earliest representation of

it is an 1878 lithograph (Fig. 1 ) , which shows the exterior
essentially as it is now; the house then was sited in an
extensive park setting at the end of a circular driveway
leading from Union Street.

One major change has been m a d e —

the twentieth century addition of a sunporch over the front
entryway.

Originally there were extensive outbuildings at

the rear of the house, but it is not clear how many of these
have been destroyed, and where precisely they were.

The

present house is described architecturally in Appendix A.
Figure 1 portrays the house as it was in 1878, the
residence of Dr. J.T.D. Mackenzie; the house had by this
time been owned by several persons.

Hillcroft had only just

been finished, and the house "not quite furnished" when Hill
suddenly died in 1854.15

His widow, heavily in debt, sold

the house to Richard J. Cartwright, a Kingston businessman,
son of John Soloman Cartwright, and future Liberal Minister
1 c

of Finance.

He rented the house back to Mrs. Hill,

settled her husband's estate, paid off the mortgages and
arranged the sale of the house to Amelia Martha Christie.
She sold the house two years later back to Alexander Campbell,
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who had sold the land for Hillcroft to Hill in the first
17
instance, and Hillcroft became his Kingston home.
Campbell had long been involved in Kingston's economic
and social life, a director of three major Kingston companies, the president of the Cataraqui Cemetary Company, and
an extensive land speculator.

He served as Dean of the

Faculty of Law at Queen's College, and during the 1860s
expanded his business connections throughout Canada West.
He entered politics in 1858 as a member of the Legislative
Council of Canada, and became Sir John A. Macdonald's
political lieutenant in Eastern Ontario.

A Father of Con-

federation, Campbell was appointed to the Senate in 1867,
and held twelve cabinet-level posts between 1867 and 1887,
18
when he became lieutenant-governor of Ontario.
As Campbell's focus of activities increasingly turned
to Ottawa, he sold Hillcroft to a Kingston physician, Dr.
19
J.T.D. Mackenzie;

the latter moved his practice from

town to the spacious grounds of Hillcroft and continued to
live there until the spring of 1900 when the premises were
leased to a newly-founded boy's school, Hillcroft Academy.
This was "a Residential and Day School for Boys"
leading to university and other post-secondary education,
and classes were given in mathematics, the sciences,
Classics, English and modern and ancient languages.

"Boys

in residence will live with the Principal and receive every
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attention and home comfort", advertised the Principal, a
former Queen's University Classics professor, the Reverend
20
T.J. Glover.
The house was renovated to house the
Academy, the upstairs bedrooms becoming the residence for
both Glover and the boys who lived in, and the downstairs
became class-rooms; a gymnasium was erected in the
carriagehouse to the rear of the main house.
Glover returned to England, to continue an extra21
ordinary career as a classist at Cambridge, in 1901.
But
22
Hillcroft continued under his headship until 1906,
when
it closed down, and the house was sold to William T. Minnes.
The brother of a former mayor of Kingston, Minnes headed
Kingston's largest wholesale dry goods stores, Macnee and
Minnes, whose main store, occupying nearly a quarter of a
city block in the centre of the downtown core, and built in
1872, was a building which, by its size and function,
"illustrates the development of Kingston's commercial struc23
tures".
The Minnes family made Hillcroft its home until
the Second World War, and one friend later recalled with
fondness the early 20th century lifestyle of an upper middle
class family:
In those days there were pastures and woodlots for
paper chases.

There was the old gymnasium which

was a reminder of the days when Hillcroft had been
a boy's school.

In it some of the old equipment
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still remained for us to swing on a rainy day.
Minnes used this building for a carriage house
but didn't mind a dozen or so youngsters putting
it to uses of their own.
The two tall spruce trees at the top of the
drive were wonderful to climb in and made good
places of concealment during a game of Hide and
Seek.

The brook which flowed from Roselawn to

Macdonell street crossed the Minnes property.
Whole fleets of paper boats could sail there in
spring and sometimes in the winter one could
skate where it was widest.
...the living room and library, each with its
own fireplace, were connected by folding doors
which could open wide for dances.

Everyone danced,

the college crowd, the high school crowd and even
the younger ones would be caught up by Mr. Minnes
24
and whirled around the room in a fast waltz.
The Minneses lived here until the middle of World War II when
the house was taken over as a storehouse for the CWAC. 25
In 1944 it was sold to a Kingston appliance dealer, Wesley
W. Hawley; upon his death the executors of his estate proposed that the grounds of Hillcroft—now part of a rapidly
developing suburban area—be subdivided.

Two plans were

drawn up and accepted, and during the fifties, lots on the
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perimeter of the estate were sold and substantial residences
96
built around it.

Hillcroft continues to dominate the

area, however, and is now situated in the middle of a
spacious crescent surrounded by maple trees.

Originally the

imposing country villa for an upwardly mobile, perhaps overreaching, professional man, Hillcroft has continued to be
one of Kingston's most attractive residences for wealthy and
influential members of the community.
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Appendix A:

Description of 26 Hillcroft Drive

This two and a half storey house is built of hammer-dressed
rubble limestone with shallow vertical projections of smooth
stone at the front corners.

It now sits at the centre of a

crescent and is screened by maple trees.
The front elevation of the house is divided into three
sections by the use of a shallow centre projection and pediment.

The central section has a doorway with side lights

and is decorated with brackets.

It is protected by a wooden

porch with two pairs of square columns at the front and
matching single pilasters to the rear.

An enclosed second

storey has been added to this porch, obscuring the central
window of the second floor and the vertical line created by
the projection.

At the top of this central portion is a

small round window and a pediment.

The sections on either

side are alike—wide windows with side lights on the lower
storey, a string course, and a pair of semi-circular arched
windows on the second storey.
The east elevation has a pair of French doors with side
lights opening out onto a large one storey porch. A
shuttered window completes the fenestration on this floor.
On the upper storey are three grouped semi-circular arched
windows and a shuttered plain sash window.
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The west elevation has a semi-circular arched landing
window which has been partially obscured by a small addition
in concrete.

This section of the house is topped by a

hipped roof with wide bracketed eaves.

Four large brick

chimneys enclosing a total of ten flues top the roof. To
the rear is a kitchen wing with casement windows and a small
one storey anglestone addition and attached to this kitchen
tail is a carriage house of rubblestone with semi-circular
arched windows and a sloping roof.

Source: Buildings of Architectural and Historic Significance (Kingston, 1971), Vol. I, pp. 75-76.

590
Appendix B
Record of Bargains and Sales of Kingston Property
Present address:

26 Hillcroft Drive

Registry description:
Instrument
number

Date

Farm Lot 21, Plan 528, Lot 16 (part)
Detail of Sale

Patent

22 Feb.
1805

Crown to Emmanuel Ellerbeck, all of
Farm Lot 21, 219 acres

L305

28 Feb.
1834

Richard Ellerbeck, heirs of Emmanuel
Ellerbeck, to Francis A. Harper 10
acres for L200

9 May
1850

Francis A. Harper to Alexander Campbell
5 acres on North side of Union Street
for L300

B370
C. of K.

8 March
1852

Alexander Campbell to Francis M. Hill,
5 acres for L500

B506
C. of K.

27 Nov.
1852

Richard Ellerbeck to Francis M. Hill,
65 perches for L25

E224
E193

10 Feb.
1860

Mary Hill, Executrix of F.M. Hill
deeded 5 3/4 acres to Richard John
Cartwright by a series of payments to
cover Hill's mortgages; 5 3/4 acres
(Hillcroft)

E253

23 March
1860

Richard J. Cartwirght to Amelia Martha
Christie, 5 3/4 acres for L1950

20 Sept.
1862

A.M. Christie to Alexander Campbell,
5 3/4 acres for $8,000

M1522

30 Dec.
1876

Hon. Alexander Campbell to Dr. J.T.D.
Mackenzie, 5 3/4 acres for $8,500

18-17675

1 Feb.
1903

Dr. J.T.D. Mackenzie to Hillcroft
Academy, 5 3/4 acres for $8,000

21-19500

16 May
1906

Hillcroft Academy to Anella G. Minnes,
5 3/4 acres for $9,500

H

Figure 1:

26 Hillcroft Drive, Kingston, 1878. From J.H. Beldon and Company
Illustrated Atlas of the Counties of Frontenac, Lennox and Addington
(Toronto, 1878) .
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Architectural Analyst:
M e r e d i t h Sykes
Date: November,

1973

Geocode: 06106010800001
City: K i n g s t o n ,

Ontario

Address: Royal M i l i t a r y

College

Building Name:
(if important)

The Commandant's
House, Gatehouse,
Wall and C o t t a g e
Source of T i t l e Photo:

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 1 3 - 1 8 1 4
Architect:
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants: Commandant, Royal M i l i t a r y
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: M i l i t a r y ,

other

College

(hospital)

Major building material : Limestone
Alterations:
General Nature

Comments:

Date

Architect

Builder
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The Commandant's House, Gatehouse, Wall

Kingston

and Cottage, Royal Military College

Several structures at the Royal Military College which
occupy the Point Frederick Peninsula, Kingston, Ontario, are
discussed below.

Included are the present commandant's

house, the gatehouse, a flanking stretch of wall and a small
cottage east of the gatehouse.

All are of the limestone

masonry typical of the Kingston area.
The present commandant's house, basically rectangular
in plan with an extensive wing to one side, is two-storey
with a low hipped roof.

A long, partially glazed porch

crosses the front facade of the main block.
porch is a two-storey projectng bay.
is found on the opposite site.
tects the main entrance.
applied surround.

Centred on the

A similar projection

The glazed porch area pro-

Window openings are flat with no

The original structure should be that low

crossed by the porch.

A vertical seam appears in the

masonry of the side extension slightly to the left of its
chimney, suggesting that the extension was probably done in
two parts.

The commandant's house was visited by architects

of the Restoration Services Division earlier this spring and
in their view, due to the continual upkeep, it is structurally in good condition.

However, the total aesthetic effect of
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the building is rather nondescript, lacking the architectural
distinction generally associated with Kingston.
The present commandant's house was probably constructed
during the winter of 1813-1814 as a naval hospital.

An

advertisement in the Kingston Gazette for 8 June 1813
invites tenders for a building of a naval hospital on Point
Frederick to contain 100 men.

Others on 24 and 28 June 1815

called for an addition to the hospital itself.

It served

both the fleet and dockyard in this context until 1817 when
a separate naval hospital became redundant as a result of
reduction of both establishments.

Shortly thereafter it

became the residence of the naval storekeeper and remained
so until the transfer of the dockyard to the responsibility
of the Quarter Master-General, British North America, in
1853.

From then until the turnover of the imperial service

properties in Kingston to the Department of Militia and
Defence of the new Dominion in 18 70, it housed the Ordnance
(later Military) storekeeper.

With the founding of the

Royal Military College in 1876, this building was designated
as quarters for senior officers or professors of the
College.

At the turn of the century it became the official

home of the Commandants.
Early views of Point Frederick illustrate what may be
the present commandant's house.

Kingston After the War

(c. 1818) by Henry Wolsey Bayfield displays at the extreme
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right, in an enclosure on Point Frederick facing the town, a
two-storey structure with hipped roof which may have been
the hospital.

Another view of Point Frederick and Fort

Henry from the Tete de Pont Barracks (c.1822-1828) by
Lieatenant H. O'Brien shows the reverse of the Bayfield with
the hospital, hip-roofed and two-storey, surrounded by a
palisade fence.

Kingston from Fort Henry, 1818, by James

Gray illustrates the same direction as Bayfield.

Now the

hospital has a low rear addition with gable roof.
Perhaps the best glimpse of the hospital building is
the View of Point Frederick and Fort Henry from the Tete de
Pont Barracks, by Lieutenant-Colonel H.F. Ainslie, 1839.
The two-storey hospital is clearly distinguished within an
enclosure as having a hipped roof and centre door.

However,

the illustration which probably depicts the hospital most
accurately regarding its present appearance is that by
August Kollner, dated 1851 entitled, Kingston on Kings
River.

The upper storey of the hospital may be seen with

hipped roof and extension, to the right and to the rear
surrounded by trees.
In the general vicinity of the Commandant's house near
to the entrance of the Royal Military College grounds are
located three other units to be considered—the gatehouse, a
flanking stretch of wall, and a small cottage east of the
gatehouse.

Portions of a massive wall which at one time
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marked the landward boundary of the only fresh water dockyard in the history of the Royal Navy remain nearby the
gatehouse and Supply Officer's cottage.

This cottage was

originally the office of one of the officers of the yard.
The whole complex is said to have been erected in 1816-1817.
Both the gatehouse and nearby cottage are typical of
what is known as an Ontario Cottage—a small one-storey
building with hipped roof and, often, a ridge chimney or
chimneys.

The gatehouse is further enlivened with an open

front portico detailed with mutules and supported on squared
posts.

Like the commandant's house and the wall these are

also of coursed limestone.
Because of the many changes which have occurred to the
original unit of the present commandant's house, it would be
meaningless to run a CIHB computer search for similar structures.

However, a computer search of the CIHB records for

Kingston has revealed that five other stone buildings in the
town are small cottages of the gatehouse type.

Included are

416 Bagot Street, 658 King Street West, which is half a
brick-stone duplex, 14 Linton Street, 218 Raglan Road, with a
frame addition, and 114 Clergy Street (06106001400146), dated
1841-42.
Interesting as the various structures discussed above
might be, others also on the campus of the Royal Military
College are equally intriguing, both architecturally and
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historicaly.

For example, that known as the Stone Frigate

(Fig. 1) dating from 1819-1820 is the building in which the
Royal Military College was founded in 1876.

Renovated in

1965-1966, it is still in use as a cadet dormitory.

Three

storeys of yellowish stone quarried on the spot with semicircular window heads on the first floor, with a shallow
hipped roof and 15 bays long, this displays the ascetic, dry
detailing of its late Regency period.

The main door

recessed within a panelled embrasure is particularly
handsomely treated with a large and rectangular transom
light filled with semi-circular cams.

Following the signing

of the Rush-Bagot Agreement between Great Britain and the
Unites States in 1818 and the consequent demilitarization of
the Great Lakes, Kingston's fleet was laid-up in Navy Bay
and the Stone Frigate built to house the gear of the fleet.
Nearby the Stone Frigate on the north side of the
Parade is the administrative centre of the College, the
MacKenzie Building.

Erected in 1877 it was named in honour

of the founder of the Royal Military College, the Honourable
Alexander MacKenzie, Prime Minister of Canada, 1873-1878.
This is a fine example of the Second Empire style of architecture popular in Canada during the 1870s with three towers
to its pavillion plan.

Figure 1:

Stone Frigate, Royal Military College, 9 July 1924.
PA-86732.

Public Archives of Canada,
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INDEX BY DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Pre-1810

06106 0001 00308

1810-1814

06106 0108 00001

1815-1819
1820-1824

06106 0041 00020

1825-1829

06106
06106
06106
06106

Pre-1830

06106 0025 00068

1830-1834

06106 0004 00191
06106 0019 00018

1835-1839

06106
06106
06106
06106

0011
0025
0027
0029

00178
00035
00028
00440

1840-1844

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0004
0004
0004
0004
0006
0009
0014
0019
0027
0029
0029
0076
0081
0088

00053
00156
00224-226
00390
00128-132
00286-288
00146
00286-288
00028
00740
00799
00012
00032
00055

1845-1849

06106
06106
06106
06106

0029
0040
0040
0041

00018
00155
00161
00030

1850-1854

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0009
0010
0024
0025
0029
0036
0094

00213-219
00014
00086
00026
00271-279
00508
00026

0004
0004
0041
0082

00264
00266
00020
00013
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1855-1859

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0003
0004
0028
0036
0037
0043
0043

1860-1864

06106 0028 00068

1865-1869

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

1870-1874

06106 0001 00047
06106 0006 00251
06106 0029 00555

1875-1879

06106
06106
06106
06106

1880-1884

06106 0010 00024
06106 0012 00107-109
06106 0012 00490

1885-1889

06106 0004 00095

0001
0010
0015
0029
0040

0004
0010
0019
0029

00085
00294
00068
00308
00086
00222
00280

00270-274
00023
00064-66
00623
00132

00132-138
00024
00072
00437

06106 0019 00034-36
1890-1894
1895-1899

06106 0005 00100

190 0-1904
1905-1909

06106 0015 00075

602

INDEX BY ORIGINAL USE OF BUILDING
Residential, single dwelling

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0004
0004
0004
0004
0004
0009
0010
0010
0010
0011
0012
0014
0019
0019
0024
0025
0025
0025
0027
0028
0029
0029
0029
0029
0029
0036
0040
0041
0043
0043
0081
0088
0094

00053
00095
00156
00191
00264
00213-219
00014
00023
00024
00178
00490
00146
00018
00072
00086
00026
00035
00068
00028
00068
00437
00440
00555
00740
00799
00508
00161
00020
00222
00280
00032
00055
00026

Residential, double dwelling

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0001
0003
0004
0009
0012
0015
0019
0019
0040

00270-274
00085
00224-226
00286-288
00107-109
00075
00034-36
00286-288
00132

Residential, multiple dwelling

06106
06106
06106
06106

0004
0029
0040
0082

00132-138
00271
00155
00013
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Educational, school
Administrative, Professional,
Financial, bank

06106 0001 00047
06106 0015 00064-66
06106 0004 00390
06106 0041 00030

Mercantile, other

06106 0006 00128-132

Industrial and Manufacturing,
factory or plant

06106 0006 00128-132

Industrial and Manufacturing,
other (brewery)

06106 0001 00308

Governmental, post office

06106 0037 00086

Governmental, customs house

06106 0004 00294

Governmental, city hall

06106 0029 00623

Governmental, public safety and
service

06106 0006 00251

Military, armoury

06106 0005 00100

Military, fortification

06106 0029 00018

Military, other (residence)

06106 0108 00001

Religious, church

06106 0004 00266
06106 0076 00012
06106 0014 00146

Religious, rectory

604

INDEX BY ARCHITECT, BUILDER AND CRAFTSMEN
Adams, James (and Painter)
Construction Supervisor

06106 0029 00555

Andrews, William
Plasterer

06106 0076 00012

Bird (and McKelvy)
Builder

06106 0037 00086

Blackwood, Thomas
Plasterer

06106 0004 00266

Browne, George
Architect

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0014
0029
0029
0041
0081
0082

00146
00740
00799*
00030*
00032
00013

Campbell, Neil (and Co.)
Mason

06106 0076 00072

Corry, John
Carpenter

06106 0004 00266

Coverdale, William
Architect

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0001
0024
0025
0029
0029
0029
0029
0036
0040
0040
0043
0043
0076
0094

00308
00086
00026
00271
00623
00740
00799*
00508
00155
00161
00222
00280
00012
00026

Crane, Edward
Architect

06106 0041 00030*

Crawford, John
Architect

06106 0024 00086

•Tentative attribution
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Cunningham, David
Mason

06106 0006 00251

Davidson, Andrew
Carpenter

06106 0015 00064

Davidson, George
Carpenter and builder

Davidson
Carpenter
Drummond, Andrew
Architect

Ellis, Arthur
Architect

06106 0006 00251
06106 0029 00018
06106 0076 00012
06106 0040 00155
06106 0040 00161
06106 0004 00224-226*
06106 0069 00286-288*
06106 0019 00286-288*
06106 0005 00100
06106 0037 00086

Ewart, David (Dept. of Public Works)
Architect

06106 0029 00799

Grooms, T.L.
Builder

06106 0037 00086

Hardy
Mason
Hope, Isaac
Contractor
Hopkins, J.W. (Lawford and Nelson)
Architect

06106 0040 00155
06106 0040 00161
06106 0009 00213-219*
06106 0004 00294
06106 0037 00086

Horsey, Edward E.
Architect

06106 0029 00555

Inglis, Lily
Architect

06106 0029 00799

Kelly
Mason
Langdon, William (and Sullivan)
Builder

* Tentative attribution

06106 0040 00155
06106 0040 00161
06106 0005 00100

606
Lauder
Mason
Lawford, Fred (Hopkins and Nelson)
Architect
Mathews, Robert
Mason

06106 0040 00155
06106 0040 00161
06106 0004 00294
06106 0037 00086
06106 0004 00266
06106 0037 00086

McKelvy (and Bird)
Builder

06106 0037 00086

McLeod, Alexander N. (and Rogers)
Mason

06106 0014 00146

McMahon, John
Builder

06106 0010 00023*

McMahon, Thomas
Builder

06106 0015 00064

Nelson, James (Lawford and Hopkins)
Architect
Newlands, William
Architect

06106 0004 00294
06106 0037 00086
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0005
0006
0029
0029
0037
0043
0082

00100
00251
00437*
00440
00086
00280*
00013

Normand (and Fleming)
Builder

06106 0037 00086

Painter, Thomas (and Adams)
Construction Supervisor

06106 0029 00555

Pidgeon, Thomas C.
Builder

06106 0004 00294

Power, John (later Power and Son)
Architect

* Tentative attribution

06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106
06106

0001
0004
0006
0010
0015
0019
0037

00047
00266
00251
00014
00064
00072
00036

607
Ranton
Carpenter
Richardson, James
Builder
Rogers, Thomas
Architect and Builder

Rogers
Mason

06106 0040 00155
06106 0040 00161
06106 0004 00294
06106
06106
06106
06106

0004
0019
0041
0082

00266
00018
00020*
00013*

06106 0014 00146

Russel, Captain A.I. (Royal Engineers)
Architect
06106 0029 00018
Stewart, William
Builder

06106 0041 00030

Sullivan, Michael (and Langdon)
Builder

06106 0005 00100

Tossell, Richard,
Mason

06106 0015 00064

Tossell, William
Builder

06106 0043 00280

•Tentative attribution

