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INTRODUCTION

The following brief reports have been prepared by the
Historical Research Section of the Canadian Inventory
of Historic Building in an attempt to collect some data
about early Canadian architecture. They do not pretend
to represent exhaustive research on any building: they
are irreqgular in the depth of information they contain,
and they do not attempt to cover all of the early, or
even important buildings in any community. Instead, they
represent only a selected sampling of interesting early
Canadian buildings which has been researched to obtain
comparative data.

Any style denominations given to these buildings
must be considered temporary only. Final denominations
will be applied to conform with the definitions of Canadian
styles as they are outlined by the Architectural Analysis
Section of the Canadian Inventory of Historic Buildings.

This manuscript has been compiled for the use of
CIHB historians; consequently, it is organized in consecutive
geocode order. A geocode is comprised of 14 digits, e.qg.
061050033200508. The first group of digits (06107) indicates
the province and city or area; the second (0063) gives
the name of the street; and the final five digits (00140)
represent the number of the street address at the time

the building was recorded by the CIHB (in this case, 140).
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The centre four digits provide the key to the organization
of reports in this manuscript. A list of street geocodes
or street names in geocode order is given below to indicate
their consecutive order. Buildings on the same street

will be found in order of their street address number.

Geocode Street Name
06107000200000 Daly Avenue
06107000500000 Chapel Street
06107001200000 Stewart Street
06107001300000 Nicholas Street
06107001700000 Wilbrod Street
06107001800000 Besserer Street
06107002600000 St. Patrick Street
06107002800000 Cooper Street
06107002900000 Cumberland Street
06107003000000 Elgin Street
06107003100000 Gilmour Street
06107003200000 Kent Street
06107003300000 Laurier Avenue East
06107003400000 Lisgar Street
06107003500000 James Street
06107003600000 MacLaren Street
06107003700000 Metcalfe Street
06107004200000 Somerset Street
06107004300000 Sparks Street
06107004400000 Sussex Street
06107005400000 Waverly Avenue
06107005900000 McLeod Street
06107006300000 Bay Street
06107006400000 Bronson Avenue
06107007000000 The Driveway
06107008600000 John Street
06107008700000 MacKay Street
06107010700000 Queen Street
06107010900000 Cartier Square



TABLE OF CONTENTS BY STREET ADDRESS

Buildings are included in geocode order. This list has
been compiled to provide the convenience of retrieval
by street address.

Geocode Address Building Name
06107006300140 140 Bay Street —_
06107001800451 451 Besserer Street -—=
06107001800464 464 Besserer Street ———
06107006400071 71 Bronson Street -
06107006400190 190 Bronson Street s
06107010900001 1l Cartier Square -—
06107000500229 229 Chapel Street .
06107002800507 507 Cooper Street e
06107002900193 193 Cumberland Street e
06107000200046-48 46-48 Daly Avenue e
06107000200047-49 47-49 Daly Avenue Union Mission
06107000200125 125 Daly Avenue Church of St. Alban

the Martyr

06107000200149 149 Daly Avenue Besserer House
06107000200240 240 Daly Avenue i
06107000200250 250 Daly Avenue s
06107000200274 274 Daly Avenue Elizabeth Residence
06107000200336 336 Daly Avenue -
06107000200363-383 363-383 Daly Avenue Philomene Terrace
06107007000304-312 304-312 The Driveway i
06107003000040-46 40-46 Elgin Street Central Chambers
06107003000150 150 Elgin Street The Grant House
06107003000195 195 Elgin Street Ottawa Teachers' College
06107003100038-44 38-44 Gilmour Street —
06107003100155 155 Gilmour Street e
06107003100332-334 332-334 Gilmour Street ---
06107003500102 102 James Street e

06107003500103-113 103-113 James Street Hollywood Parade
06107003500329-331 329-331 James Street e



06107008600062-64

06107003200240
06107003300335
06107003300395
06107008700035

06107008700073-75

06107003600059
06107005900240

06107003700014
06107003700236
06107003700252
06107001300195
06107010700439
06107002600138
06107002600143

06107004200326-328
06107004300042-50

06107004300093
06107004300181
06107001200188

06107004400013A

06107004400375

06107004400419-423

06107005400355
06107001700500

vi

62-64 John Street

240 Kent Street

335 Laurier Avenue East
395 Laurier Avenue East
35 MacKay Street

73-75 MacKay Street

59 MacLaren Street

240 McLeod Street

14 Metcalfe Street

236 Metcalfe Street
252 Metcalfe Street
195 Nicholas Street
439 Queen Street

138 St. Patrick Street
143 St. Patrick Street
326-328 Somerset Street
42-50 Sparks Street

93 Sparks Street

181 Sparks Street

188 Stewart Street

13A Sussex Drive

375 Sussex Drive
419-423 Sussex Drive
355 Waverley Avenue
500 Wilbrod Street

Fraser School House
St. Patrick's Church
Laurier House
Stadacona Hall

National Museum of Man
(Victoria Memorial)

Chelsea Club

Laurentian Club

Christ Church Cathedral

Archbishop's Palace

Scottish-Ontario Chambers

Rideau Hall Gate House
Notre Dame Basilica

Fleck House



A Short History of Ottawa Building Development
C.J. Taylor

September, 1977



I HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT TO 1914

Geography is an important factor to consider in the founding
and development of any city and even a cursory glance at
Ottawa's setting reveals the significance of this influence.
The Ottawa River on which it faces is not only one of
Canada's principal rivers, but forms part of the Laurentian
system, a waterway that connected the Atlantic trade routes
with the heart of Canada in the days when the fur trade and
later the lumber trade were central to the country's develop-
ment. Along this system were many barriers which the
Indians and the fur-traders overcame by means of portages.
Later, as heavier goods such as timber and food-stuffs were
moved in quantity, the material was trans-shipped around the
falls and rapids. Naturally, tiny settlements tended to
locate at these points along the river system. The
Chaudiere Falls is one of the principal barriers along the
Ottawa River and, even after canals permitted unobstructed
navigation between Quebec and Hull, they remained an im-
passible obstruction to river traffic. The Rideau River,
which flows into the Ottawa River at the east part of the
city was never important as a transportation route but the

falls at its mouth were an early source of power.



The land here is not especially good for growing cereal
crops. Limestone outcrops break the shallow soil. Ottawa
is located on the edge of the Canadian Shield but, although
this did not provide an agricultural hinterland, its Boreal
Forest yielded an abundance of furs and timber.

Unlike the Quebec side of the river, a rocky promontory
prevents easy access to the Ottawa River in all but a few
key places near the Chaudiere. These are principally:
Lebreton Flats, closest to the Falls on the west; the mouth
of the Rideau, furthest from the falls on the east; and a
small creek which breaks the cliff in the middle. That is
to say the creek did, for this natural break in the rock is
now widened to form the beginning of the Rideau Canal. Geo-
graphically, Ottawa, like Hull, was destined to become a
lumbering town, perhaps of even lesser importance than its
rival. Historically, however, things turned out gquite
differently.

It is generally known that Ottawa began with the
building of the Rideau Canal. Lieutenant-Colonel John By of
the Royal Engineers came here in 1826 and began work on a
transportation system that would link Ottawa and Kingston,
thereby providing a route between Toronto and Montreal that
was safe from military attack. Actually settlement had
already begun here on the banks of the Ottawa at the foot of

the Chaudiere Falls. Across the river, in Quebec, Philemon



Wright had begun his tiny settlement in 1801 that was to
become Hull; and early in the 1820s the foot of Richmond
Road on the Ontario bank close to the falls looked as though
it might form the nucleus of a potential community of
disbanded soldiers now settlers (see map, Fig. 1). But it
is the canal that is given the credit for the creation of
Ottawa. To understand how this came about and how Ottawa
began on a rocky promontory instead of the low flat shore
where Richmond Road began, it is necessary to relate a
strange tale.

The original owner of the land on the foot of the
falls, known as Lot 40 and now known as Lebreton Flats, was
an American by the name of Robert Randall. He came to Nepean
Township shortly after it was surveyed in the early years of
the 19th century. Being a miller by trade, he realized the
tremendous hydraulic potential of the river frontage; the
land itself was quite poor for farming. Randall subsequently
petitioned the government and received the title to Lot 40
in 1809. He was not able to develop the property, however,
as he was unfortunately pressed by debts and was imprisoned
for seven years in a Montreal debtor's prison. Upon his
release he engaged the Upper Canada law firm of Boulton and
Boulton to bring a suit for false imprisonment against his
creditors. Although he had a good case, judgement was re-

peatedly deferred, making necessary frequent trips to court.



His legal fees gradually mounted until suddenly Boulton
pressed for payment and in an apparently unscrupulous
fashion acquired control of Randall's assets, including Lot
40. This property was disposed of in a Sheriff's Auction in
1820. Because of Boulton's shady dealings with Randall and
his suspect relationship with the sheriff who was his
brother- in-law, the sale was not widely advertised. This
was to have repercussions in the future because the whole
sale of the property was later questioned in the courts
causing the buyers some trouble in establishing outright
ownership.1

The principal buyer of Randall's property on the Ottawa
River was a half-pay army officer named Captain John
Lebreton. He resided on a nearby farm and had, like Randall,
seen the possibilities of Lot 40 which fronted on the
Chaudiere Falls. By the time of Lebreton's purchase, the
property had become important as a landing site for supplies
heading up the Richmond Road and had acquired the name
Richmond Landing. It was a natural centre for the settle-
ment growing around this time and the Governor of British
North America, Lord Dalhousie, had expressed a desire to
obtain it in a letter to Lt.-Governor Peregrine Maitland
dated 22 September 1820. Lord Dalhousie wrote: "From the
Richmond Landing place, (through Nepean Township there is a
prodigious fine tract of land totally waste, and yet the
road is very tolerable to ride, or even for a waggon to go

on it) I think it is desirable to obtain that lot of the



landing place as a Government depot of stores, whether for
emigrants at present, or for warlike stores hereafter."?2

The proposed canal was not mentioned at this time. Because
the government missed the auction, Lebreton backed by the
Brockville barrister Levius Peters Sherwood, was able to
purchase the lot for £499. A few months later the land was
partitioned, with Lebreton taking the west half and Sherwood
the east.

Dalhousie was understandably miffed at missing the
auction but became enraged when, upon approaching Lebreton,
he was informed that the property was worth at least
£3000.3 This incident turned Dalhousie against Lebreton
and he accused him of using privileged information to
profiteer. Although Dalhousie acquired the river frontage
east of Lot 40 for the government, he did not forget his
grudge and caused Lebreton a great deal of trouble. Con-
sequently, the development of Lot 40 was arrested and the
government's lot became the centre of growth.

The delayed development of Richmond Landing was not
entirely the fault of Dalhousie. Sherwood, it seems, was
involved as an absentee speculator and was not interested in
developing the property. Conversely, Lebreton, in an effort
to realize the greatest profit from his property, delayed
acting and embroiled himself with quarrels with the military
and the goVernment.4 Dalhousie aggravated this pernicious

situation. When Lebreton and Sherwood endeavoured to bring



legal action against squatters and loggers, Dalhousie inter-
vened and engaged the Attorney-General of Upper Canada, John
Beverley Robinson, to represent the defendants.? The
questionable validity of the Sheriff's sale was brought out
at the ensuing trial and it was not until 1828 that Lebreton
had clear title to the land. By this time, the canal had
been started and Lt.-Colonel By, acting on orders from
Dalhousie, built a timber channel in front of Lot 40. This,
according to Lebreton, effectively ruined the property as a
millsite.® This imbroglio delayed development of the

site for 30 years, or until the next phase of Ottawa's
history as a timber town.

Having diverted the natural growth of Lot 40 to the
government lots to the east, the government provided a boost
to settlement by building a canal here. The canal contri-
buted three main things: an economy in the form of a trans-
portation terminus; a population of Irish labourers and
English soldiers, and organization and authority under the
command of Lt.-Colonel By. But these factors were in
addition to the settlement that had already begun in the
area, the establishment of the Chaudiere as the head of
navigation of the Ottawa River, and a rising square timber
trade. It was By's authority and knowledge as an officer of
the Royal Engineers that primarily linked his name to the
beginning of Ottawa, for it was he who laid it out as Bytown

in 1827.



By reserved the property flanking the canal and Barrack
(now Parliament) Hill for military purposes and designated a
settlement on either side; Upper Town to the west and Lower
Town to the east (see Fig. 2). Upper Town originally com-
prised that area of land now bounded by Wellington Street,
the Canal, the Ottawa River and Bronson Street. Lower Town,
originally a swamp, was laid out in the area now bounded by
Clarence Street, Rideau Street, Sussex Drive and the Ottawa
River. Both areas were cleared and surveyed for building
lots, 66 feet wide by 198 feet deep.7 Principal roads
were established by the men of the Royal Sappers and Miners:
Rideau Street ran east from the locks to the Rideau River
while Wellington Street ran west from the locks to the
bridge crossing the Chaudiere Falls. As well, Queen and
Sussex streets were begun. In 1829 these men built Sappers
Bridge across the canal, linking Wellington and Rideau and
providing easy communication between the two communities.
The result was Bytown. Corktown, a temporary settlement of
Irish labourers located further along the canal and com-
prised of a collection of shanties, gradually dispersed as
the inhabitants swelled the population of Bytown.8

Many of the inhabitants of Lower Town were transient
labourers who were employed in the square timber trade. The
residents of Upper Town, on the other hand, were mostly
merchants, engaged in trans-shipping goods up and down the

Ottawa, or in some aspect of the timber trade. Each com-



munity retained a strong sense of class identity for many
years afterward. The social and ethnic organization of the
two communities was partly reflected in the establishment of
Bytown's early churches. In Upper Town the residents were
quick to erect a Presbyterian Church in 1828 on the site of
the present St. Andrew's Church on Wellington. Church of
Englanders worshipped in Hull until they built their own
edifice on the site of the present Cathedral in 1832. 1In
Lower Town, by comparison, the Irish and increasingly
numerous French Canadian Catholics built their own church on
Sussex Street in 1832. As Lower Town became proportionally
more French, and after the French Oblates established them-
selves in the Lower Town parish, the Irish formed a new
parish in Upper Town, but south of Wellington. The Catholic
population was so numerous that, in 1848, the year Bytown
was incorporated, it was given a Bishop, therefore estab-
lishing the town as an administrative centre of the Catholic
Church.?

In the 1830s another settlement was established to the
east of the Rideau River by Thomas MacKay. A Scottish
stonemason, MacKay had arrived at the Chaudiere in 1826 and
contracted to build the lower locks of the Rideau Canal for
Colonel By.l0 His fortune was begun on this project and
he took up residence in Upper Town. In 1831 MacKay acquired
a small sawmill at the mouth of the Rideau River and in 1833

built a small grist mill nearby.11 This was followed
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shortly after by a cloth factory. By 1838 MacKay was a
wealthy industrialist and there was a small but thriving
community growing up around his mill complex (Fig. 3).

In the period until the mid-1850s Bytown was a booming
frontier community and consequently much of the town was
rough and temporary. As one observer noted in 1844:

Fifteen years ago there was not a tree cut in

the forest where Bytown now stands, and it now,

I am told, numbers upward of 3,000 inhabitants.

The effect of this rapid growth is very curious

as regards the appearance of the place - it is

in fact half a town and half a wood: the stumps

are scattered through the gardens of the houses,

and pine-—-trees through the streets, so that

points of view might actually be selected in the

middle of the town where you would lose sight of

buildings altogether.12
In fact, Bytown was not really a town at all (see Fig. 4 and
5).

Many of its inhabitants were tied to the irregular
business of the square timber trade whose centre was at the
Chaudiere Falls; slides had been here since before the 1830s.
But the nature of the business required that many workers
live in remote camps for much of the year, coming to town
only at infrequent intervals. The fortunes of the business
itself caused fluctuations in the population, as one student

has commented.
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The timber trade became the barometer of popu-

lation in Bytown. During 1840-41 its population

increased from 2,771 to 3,122. 1In 1843 it was

2,400, and in 1846 it was 7,000. The following

year a financial crisis sent the figure down to

5,000. These figures show the continual fluc-

tuations in population which existed until Ottawa

was chosen as the seat of government.13
Nevertheless, in spite of this instability, the trades
people, aided by the resident institutions of the church and
the military, managed to give the physical appearance of the
town some sense of permanence. In 1848 Sparks Street was
opened up and Sussex extended from Rideau Street to the
canal basin. In 1850 Albert and Maria (now Laurier Avenue
West) streets were laid out. By 1851 the population was
about 8,000 and the town had three banks, five insurance
companies, a county court, a telegraph office, and three
newspapers.14 The commercial centre of the town was on
Sussex and Rideau streets, however, in this period. Here
were located hotels, shops and the British Ordnance stores
(see Fig. 6).

The period from 1855, when Bytown was incorporated as
the City of Ottawa, until about 1875 is marked by the pre-
dominance of commercial enterprises in the city. The mili-
tary presence was replaced by the institutions of government

which gradually expanded until they dominated the character
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of the city in successive phases of its development.

In 1852 Bytown leased the hydraulic lots at the
Chaudiere Falls to a group of entrepreneurs, mostly from the
United States. These men joined E.B. Eddy, who was already
established on the Quebec side of the river, in establishing
a sawmill industry here that was to create a major
industrial centre. Firms such as Eddy's and the Ottawa
sawmillers Bronson and Booth became large not only by
Canadian standards but according to the measure of the
industrialized world. This industry spurred subsidiary
manufacturers such as iron foundries, sash and door mills
and the like. Land transportation routes were improved and
Ottawa became established as the commercial centre of the
Ottawa River industry, taking over from the Quebec
communities of Aylmer and Hull.l5 More banks and stores
were opened up to serve the growing demands of the industry
and its employees [Fig. 7].

During this period the commercial centre shifted from
Sussex and Rideau streets on to Sparks Street and its
adjacent roads. This new area located to the south of the
original Upper Town was the property of Nicholas Sparks.
Sparks had purchased his estate - consisting of 200 acres
bounded by Bronson and Waller streets, Wellington Street and
Laurier Avenue West - in 1826 from John Burrowes.l® He
was thus able to profit by the sudden news of the new canal
which turned mediocre farm land into prime real estate.

Sparks began surveying his land for building lots shortly






