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i: PREFACE

This report was prepared under explicit instructions
to describe everything connected with the Penitentiary Build-
‘ing at Lower Fort Garry. Consequently it embodies no sense of
belance, organization or‘selection other than that naturally
groving out of the primary and secondary source materials con-
sulied. It includes much material which would be considered ex-
trerieous to either a purely historical or a purely struqtural
study.

The material consulted was welghted heavily towards
the procedural and administrative'aspects of the history of Man-
itoba's firsp penitentiary and first lunatic asylum; the struc-
tural material is rather disappointing in its limitations. Where.
possible, structural matters have been inferred or interpolated
on the basis of administrative correspondence, but virtually all
the materials on which this report are based were written in the
1870's on the assumptioﬁ that the reader either knew or did not
need to know the physical layout of the buildings involved. How-
ever, a certain amount of structural data is availablo and has
been collected in the second Ehapter. The remainder of the report
provides insights into a variety‘of toples, including dominion-
provincial relstions, blographical material on a couple of pron-
inent Manitobans, and insights inte late nineteenth-century con~
cepts of prison and asylum management,

A number of documents have been placed in appendices:
these are orimaxily excerpls from reports already on file in the
records room, Research Divison, National Historie Sttcs Service.
They also include statisticol tables which cqulé not conveuniently

be integrated into the text. 7
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X: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The rdle of Lower Fort Garry during the two decades
after Confederation changed swiftly and dramatically as the Hud-
son's Bay Company altered its arrangements for supplying and pro-
visloning the fur trade of the Northern Department. As farming
increased in the province of Manitoba, the agricultural estab-
lishment at the Lower Fort became redundant. The improvement of
steam navigation on the Saskatchewan, and the total abdndonment.
of York Factory as a depot in the 1870's altered transportation
arrangements dréstically. In 1877 the Countess of Dufferin arr-
ived -~ a little steam locomotive strapped to a barge behind a
steamboat -~ and when rails soon connected Winnipeg to Selkirk
the head of navigatién was quickly moved from Lower Fort Garry
to 0ld Colvile landing. The buffalo herds, decimated, fled fur-
ther and, further west and the annual hunt for pemmican and robes
went with them. The commercial and economic importance of the
old Red River Settlement grew, but the old activities of the
Hudson's Bay Company in the region declined drastically. Upper
and Lower Fort Garry, previously rivals for preeminence in the
Red River trade, both experienced o rapid decline in importance
and activity.

At the time of Confederation in 1870, Upper Fort Garvy
had but 12 years existence remaining. Pasgsing time and ciumbling
masonry left it with "a declded air of ruin and ne;_;lect..'.‘.:L and in
1882 an vrban planner vith a passion for straight streots found
the old fort astride the projected path of Main Street. He was
apparently uwamoved by sentiment, and Lower Fort Garry vwas left as

et

)

Diary of M. Bell Yrvino, entry for 24,.8.70, PAC: Mi 29 F 29,
Pe 120, .



L
the only surviving fur trade post on the Red River inside Manitoba.

By a combination of circumstances, the Lower Fort fared somewvhat
better than its companion at the Forks. The rural charm and peace
and quiet which had attracted Simpson to the sité throughout the
1830's and 1840's still lingered, and succeasive senior officers
of the Company continued to base their activities at the Forks
but to use Stone Fort as a quiet woek-end retreat or even as a
summer home. Another aspect of the site commedded Lower Fort
Garry to the Company authorities -- the old buildings, though

no longer needed for the fur and provision trades, were cer-
tainly not useless. They vere well suited to the temporary needs
of a young province for public institutional buildings. The char-
acter of the Fort and its site largely dictated what sort of in-
stitutions it should host; while Upper Fort Garry housed the Iieut-
enant Governor through much of the 'seventies, the Lower Fort's
isolation from the main area of development made it an ideal site
for a penitentiary and, later, a lunatic asylum.

For each of these augﬁst institutions, the Horth side
of the fort was reserved. The Big House continued as the Company
officers' quarters and so long as the post remained open, one or
other of the two saleshop buildings along the south wall continued
to provide retail services for the neighbourhood. So the choice of
a penitentiary bullding was obvious. The structure usually referred
to ss the penitentiary building or "guard house"z, the stone ware-
heuse on the north wall which is virtually a twin of the furloft
building, had long been associsted with functions vhich declined
in the five years after Confederation. So the Hudson's Bay Company
had excess facilities in the form of a solid stone building, while

e "Guard House" appears to be a misnomer -~ a wooden building

at the river gate was used by the North Viest Mounted Police as a
cuard house in 1873-7/, During the Motor Country Club Lower Fort
Carry abounded with misnomers such as "Doctor's House"; most of
thesc -+ excluding the designation of the bastions as south-west,
south-cast ete,, have been expunged.
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the local and federal governments needed institutional buildings
faster than their depsrtments of public works could erect them.
Tis coincidence gave the Hudson's Bay Company a substantial
income from rents from the Manitoba and federal governments, and
wrote two mest interesting chapters in the history of Lower Fort
Garry.

This is not to suggest that the penitentiary and asylum
activities actually saved the lives of the buildings concerned. It
is-true that wooden buildings in and around the fort enclosure were
demolished quite ruthlessly during the late 'seventies and early
teighties, but there was no such policy towards stone buildings.
The Company would almost certainly have preserved them wﬁether or
not they had been able to realize an income from them -- as was
the case with the stone store, which was abandoned in 1874. Unques-
tionably the penitentiary and asylum buildings have a history and
had a function separate from the governmental institutions which
they housed; but those government activities were by far the most
important part of the record so far as the interpretive historian
or the restoration architect should be concerned. The prison and
asylum activitles lent these bulldings an aspect of historical in-
terest which would be hard to find in a stable or a pemmican ware-
house. It seems obvious, then, that restoration or interpretation
should deal almost exclusively with the period of exbensive insti-~
tutionsl activity at the Lower Fort, 1871-1885,

The penitentiary, which took up partw of the fort be-
tween 1871 and 1877, occupied only one of the buildings still
standing -- the big sbone warehouse near the north-east bastion.
It was surrounded by a palisade which excluded the bastions but
enclosed a number of wooden buildings, since demolished, and the
north gateway. The asylum, which operated at the Lower Fort for
slightly over a year 1885-1886, occupied two other buiddings
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which are still standing, besides of courss the main Ypeniten-

tiary" building. These two weré the timber-and-iubble constructed
one-~storey building at the west gate, angd the tiny wooden office,
which according to 8 number of sources was built for the medical
superintendent, Dr. Young, though Young's own records show no
ment.ion of it.3 The asylum also made use of a small wooden warehouse,
later dismantled. There is no indication that either the prison

or the asylum made use of the north-west bastion, though it was
inside the fence of at least the latter institution.

3 See J.E. Wilkins, Lower Fort Garry Inspection (N.H.3.5. Re-
port, No. 246) vhigh states, "Colonel Hunter Young of Selkirk...
believes it was built round about 1885 when the guard house was
used as an g2sylum. He 1a quite sure that his father never lived
there.... It was in fact the Doctor's dispensary." p. 9.




IT: STRUCTURAL FEATURES OF THE PENITENTTARY~ASYLUM COMPLEX

A structural history of the penitentiary-asylum - complex
at Lowsr Fort Garfy must consider three aspects of the site ——
first, the large stone "penitentiary building", alternately known

as the "men's house" or "guard house"; secondly, the “twio .smaller’
buildings also assoclated at one time with the asylum, namely the
"doctorts office" and the "Mounted Police canteen and hospital",
the asylum's women's ward; thirdly, the complex of small wooden
buildings both inside and outside the fort walls, soms of which
were bullt by Warden Bedson with convict labour, which provided
auxiliary facilities for both institutions. These latter buildings
are rather difficult to deal with; changes were rapid, at least
one building occupied the aite of a previous structure, and the
only known plan of the penitentiary complex as such, one pent by
Bedson to Ottawa with his report for 1875, has not been found.;
Bedson's letterbook and faily orders contained frequent references
to these outbuildings, which may provide clues of some assi.stance
to archaeologists.

The penitentiary bullding itself is the third oldest build-
ing in the Fort, ivs construction having been finlshed about 1837.
It was designed originally as a warehouse, served as a barracks for
the 6th Regiment of Foot (18h6~18&8) erd was one of those two stone
buildings which Colonel Crofton felt he could "hold against a strong
force unaided by artillery." It is almost cbrtainly this budlding
which H.M.' Robinson described in his book, " _';_'gg Great Fur lLand.

e

1 This plan was almost certainly deatroyed by the Department of
the Solicitor General about the time that the Canada Penitentiavy
Service was attached to that Department instesd of the Deparbment
of Justice, in the mid-1960's,

< Crofton-to Fitzroy Somerset, 15.9.46, WO 1/557, fos. 195-
219. This statement is of particular relevance since the walls
of the Fort were uncompleted at the time Crofton wrobte.



Leaving the trading-store, a succession of warchouses con-
taining stores and supplies, is next encountered. The last
and most massive building, near the gateway, is the ware-
-house of packages destined for posts inland. These are goods
imported from England and other countries, and to be used in
the fur trade exclusively. In this vast bulk of merchandise
there is not a single package of over one hundréd pounds

" weight. The greater pertion weigh-but eighty or ninety pounds,
strongly packed, the cases lined with zinc and bound vi.th 3
iron.,"

This, about 1869, was the €unction of the "most massive buildinj."”
It was converted to a military barracks for 120 menh in 1870,
served as a benitentiary from 1871 till 1877, and was probably
then abandoned immediately. It was found "in a dilapidated state
generally" in 1884 when it was converted to sorve as a tempor-
ary lunatic_asylum.5 After the asylum left in 1886, the building
was one again left in disuse, but was revived by the Motor Country
Club, which repaired and adapted the ground floor for use as
changing rooms and maids' quarters -- several toilets were added.
Since the Motor Country Club left the Fort at the end of 1962, '
no formal usc has been made of this building although occasional
working parties have used it both as living accomodationw and as
a work area.

The first level of the penitentiary building is a partial
basement, filled with rubble or sand almost continvously since aboub
the turn of the century, because of severé settling of the found-
ations in the west corner. It was, however, exposed during paft of
1968 by an archacologlcz). team who determined that it contains
three underground brick cells with arched cellings, all seriously
crumbled or approaching total collapse.6.wsrden Bedson determined

3

b From a notation on the "Sketch shewing appropriation of Build-
ingo allotted to the Troops at the Stone Fort", 1870. From RG 9 .
IX A - 1, V. 33 file 3615. Roproduced in Appondix B of this report.

5
6

Henxy M, Robinson, The Great Fur Iand, New York (1.879) bp. 78-9.

Selkirk Herald, 21.2.85, 2/d.

See Peter Priess, Excavationsa at Icower Fort Garvy (IK) 1968
N.H.S.S. Report No. 488, Juna, 1969,
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in December, 1872, to have these underground cells constructed
for the punishment of recalcitrant pirisoners; construction in-
volved the use of over 14,000 bricks.7 These cells, numbered
from one to three and referred to as "penal cells", were used
for the confinement of noisy lunn'c.:lc-;\8 and late in 1874 Bedson
ordered No. 3 penal cell filled with a four inch layer of dirt,
to provide a wvinter bed for shrubs which would be put outside in
Springt'.ime.9 Tnere is no evidence that these cells were ever put
to any use after 1877,

The ground floor of the penitentiary was used as a ward-
room and cell area for the confinement of prisoners. Unfortumtqu
the physical remains of this area tell Jittle of its use as a
prison because of the extensive remodelling done by the Motor
Country Club. The noteable features include four door-ways, one
each on the north and west walls and two on the south; the
west door-way is now most commonly used for access to the build-
ing, while the more westerly of the two south-side dooxrs has been
blocked up for some time -~ perhaps since the early 1870'3.10 An
original heavy oak door, with a tiny hinged spyhold in the upper
Talf, haa been preserved and at present is resting loosely in the
alcove formed by the blocked doorway. From its extremsly heavy
construction and the size of the peep-hole, onc may safely assums
that it was built and installed gpecifically for the penitentiary.
It is not known for swre where it hung. During the asylum period,
this storey was used for roughly the same purposes as Bedson had
put it to --~ it was divided.into small rooms and a ward-room. There
is no adequate description of the ground floor as a penitentiary

W~ ) BT aTw

7 Bedson to ? (torn), 8.12.72; PAM: Microfilm copy of Warden
Bedsonfs Letterbook ‘(hereafter referred to as BL), and Bedson to
Superintendent of Public Works, 19.5.73, requesting more bricks
and a cknowledging the receipt of 14,000 brickas. ibid.

& Wayden Bedson's daily order book, order dated 5.12.7h3 orig-
inals at Stony Mountain Penitentiary, Monitoba. Hereafier referrcd
to as OB.

9

10 Peter Comeron.suggests this in N.J.5.S. Report No. 1, The
Architecture of Lower Fort Garry at the Time of the Novthern Dep-
artment, Council, ;ﬂ, p. 272,

9_&, 13 011071}.
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area, but a contemporary source gives s reasonably good descriplion
of it vhen it was used by the asylum:

From the main entrance, on tho ground floor, a large, wide
corridor is entered, which is well lighted, and from which
openwards for the patients and attendants. On this floor
there are six single rooms and a large one containing acc-
omodation for twelve patients; at each end of the corridor
is an attendant's roon; there is also a bathroom and all 11
other conveniences,

The original stairway in the penitentiary rose from the
middle of the ground floor, rising from south to north. The stairs
from the second floor to the third ran beside it in the opposite
directfion. Heavy wear avound those staliway locations suggests
that the floor-boards are the originals, A stairway in this loc~
ation would have been useful in a warehouse , but less so in a
priéon. In any case if the stairs had not already been reinoved by
1871, Bedson must. have moved them because one of the prison chap-
lains referred to the "large upper room" of the ponitentiary build-
ing.]-‘z There could have been no really large upper room with the
staircase in the middle. In any case the stairs were removed, re-
modelled slightly to allow them to rise over a shorter Jineal
distance, and installed at the extreme “v’:ﬁgg end of the building.
This renovation left large rooms in the centre of the building
on all three floors. In 188}, to overcome the difficulties of
having the asylum kitchen located outside thc main building, and
the dining room on the third floor, a dumb-waiter was iuvstalled
running beside the staircase in its new location. B

L selkirk Hersld s 21.2,85, 2/d. Robert Watson states that when
this building was used as a penitentiary the ground floor was lined
with cells on the north side with a “general room" along the south.
He also maintained that the second floor was laid out in the sawme
manner, that the top, floor was the prisoners' dining room, and that
the penitentiary snd the asylum were moved to Selkirk in 1877,

Much of this is demonstrably wrong and there is no reason to bel-
leve the rest. See Watson, lLower Fort Garry (Winanipeg, 1928), p. 44.

12 Report of Archdeacon Cowloy to the Inspector of Penitentiaries,
9.1.77, published in Canada Sossional. Paper No. 15, 1877 (llereafter

Wt Oy P

referred to as CS2 15/1677.)
13

Selkirk Herald, loc. cit.
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So far as documentary evidence rclates, the second
floor was laid out similarly to the first, except for differ-
ences in doors and the stairway. There was a door in the north-
east corner which apparently led out onto a platform and thence
by a set of stairs to the ground. Cameron's report suggests of
this,

Probably the east window was changed to a door only after
‘the second floor of the warehouse building was used by a
large number of people ~ eg vhen it was used as a barracks
during the stay of the Sixth Regiment, or as a penitentiary
from 1870 until 1877. (The steps coming down from this later,
door have since disappeared.)

L
Because the walls were not completed in 1846, and in light of
Crofton's determination to defend the barracks agaiﬁst attack,

it is not entirely likely that he would have added a feature

which would make the building somewhat more vulnerable to ass-
ault. The same argument would not necessarily apply to either

the Quebec Rifles or to the Penitentiary. Unlike the ground

floor, the second floor contains very clear evidence on floors,
walls and beams, of the cell structure and of various partitions.
In interpreting this area through as-found drawings it is imp-
ortant to remember that some remains relate to the penitentiary
vhile others may be distinetly and separately evidence of alter-
ations made for the asylum. 1t is known, however, with régard to
the penitentiary period that the {loor was divided into cells and a
-ward-room,.In this reapect it resembloed the ground floor, so far
as anylhing can be determined about the latter. The ward--rooms
were large enough to provide tablesspace and seating for about

15 convicts at meal-times, and they were probably put to general
uses between meals .19. "hox" - preswmably a guard-station —-

s

1,

Cameron, loc. cit.

15 0B, 31.7.75
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vas ipstalled at the doorvay of eacli ward for guard duty.16 Tne
wards aﬁparently also had "wash-rooms".l7 In the case of the
asylﬁm, the Selkirk Herald report jndicated that the ground ard
second storey floor plans were identical.

The third floor of the building was used by Bedson a8
a turnkey's quarters. Extensive renovations were mede to this
flat during the penitentiary period. Five window sashes were
replaced in hid-summer of 187228 and in 1875 Bedson had the
entire roof repaired. He complained in October of that year that
it "leaks in several places, and the shingles are perfectly rot-
ten. In the present state I am greatly in fread of tire."*? Bedson
estimated that 30 thousand shingles would be required, and prom-
ised to have the repairs done by convict lsbour. It was probably
At.this_time that two sky-lights were installed in the roof over
the staircass. These skylights appear in one or two photographs
of the late 'seventies and early 'eighties, and no-where else.
The function of this floor was changed by the asylum authorities,
vho as indicated previ.ously mixed their attendants' rooms amongst
the patien&s' quarters. They used the turnkeys' flat as a dining

room, and also installed a tank containing water "for supplying
the bathrooms."zo

Other buildings still standing which are involved in
the interpretation of the asylum are the tiny wooden doctor's
office, and the women's ward at the west gate. The north-~ecast
bastion, according to the plan of the asylum (See Apgendix c),
was well. within the asylum complex, but there is no record that
it was ever used for the purposes of that institution. The doc-

]

18 Bedson to Norquay, 22.7.72; PAM: Bedson's Latterbook, p. 6h.

19 Bedson to Baleillie, HBC Iands Office, 23,10.75; ibid., n.p.

20 Selkirk Herald, loc. cit.
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torts office was.build speciflically for Dr. David Young, probably
in the middle of 1885, since tho eite was occupied by an old Red
River frame building as late as 188lL,. The women's ward has a
lengthy history atiached to it. It was built around the time of
Eden Colvile's residence at the Fort, of the same timber snd rubble
£ill construction as the annex of the Big House. It was used var-
iously as a men's house, a troop canteen, a, bakehouse (the bake-
ovens remain) and as a canteen and hospital for the North West
Mounted Police., The Selkdrk Herald described it as a part of the
asylum:

Viomen's wards... are located in another building across the
yard. Here s ccomodation has been provided for about fifteen
patients, which inecludes every needed comfort. There is a

large dining room, three single and one large ward, and sev-
eral other rooms, besides the attendants' rooms, all of which
ara on the ground floor, the building having but one storz[§i§7.

The remainder of the penitentiary-asylum complex was set

up in wooden buildings whlch have since been removed from the site.

These wers undcuntedlv ricstly Red River frame buildings -- Bedson
remarked in his repoury for 1875 that "the buildings that have teen
erected by me... can be resdily removed as they are built of logs
set in.framos.“22 In this'category of 'missing' bulldings might
be included also the stockades which surrounded the two establish-
ments. A number of sources reveal that the two institutions vere
not served by the same palisade, though it is entirely within the
realm of possibility that the asylum fence followed the line of
the previous stockade where it could conveniently do so.

2L ypid.

2 'CSP -11,/1876, p. 139. This is hardly surprising since hie
letterbook indicnted throughout the early yoars considervable
weekly outlays for the services of local. carpenters.
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The penitentiary stockade surrounded the entire complex
of penitentiary buildings except for the prisoners' ice house and
the root house. It also enclosed the north gate, vhich at the time
was only the width of a foot-path. The only extensive evidence
concerning ite constnuction is found in a letter from Bedson to
the Minister of Public Works in 1872:

Sir,
I have the honor to inform you that there still requires to
be enclosed 400 ft. boundary of yard to the Provl. Peniten-

tiary, and it will. take lumber as per Margin to complete
-this stockade fence. ' '

North side of fence will run 16 feet becyond the Fort walls
& I have estimated from the logs received last month that
each log when sawn thro mill averages two pickaets of 12
inch breadth. I beg to say that I would wish to commence er-
ecting the stockade early in April next.

100 ft. planks. 3
400 ft. 1" boards.

This information, together with Watson's plan of Lower
Fort Garry, one photograph, and some archaeological evidence dug
up in recent years, shoulq determine beyond reasonsble doubt
the outline of the penitentiary stockade. The photograph also
clearly shows that where the paiisade crossed the north wall, it
was arched or peaked so that a convict's chances of escaping by
*elimbing up on the wall would be no better than at any other point
along the stockade. Unfortunately, nothing is known of the gate-
house, except that it existed. Whether it was located inside the
narrow passage-vay of tho gate, or at the gate itself cannot be
determined at present.

23 Bedson to Norquay, 23.2.72; BL, p. 9.
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.One site which may be located archaeologically is the
original signal mast. There are frequent references in Bedson's
daily order book to a "signal ball", and the penitentiary photo
shows a large ball, perhaps three feet in diameher, at the top
of a pole.'The pole appears to be about 45 feet in height, and,
Judging from the photograph, was located either directly in front
of the penitentiary or may even have been incorporated &s a part
of the stockade in that same area south of the main penitentiary
building. :
Other buildings referred to by both Bedson and Watson are
the prisoners' ice-house and root-house. Both these sites are iq—
dicated on Watson's plan (See Appendix A) and both appear on the
photograph, There was a road to the root~house which was maintained

by convict labour.zh

A building whose location is not known is referred to
for the first time in Bedson's daily order book for August 9,
1875. He refers to "a small building recently put up outside!
the larger pért of which was t6 be used as a "recreation room
for turnkeys"; the reference is unclear as to whether the build-
ing was outside the fort wall. (but inside the palisade) or com-
pletely outside the prison compound. Watson is of no help in id-
entifying this bullding, and it is highly probable that it was
removed within a few yeara of belng built. A clue to its location
may be another reference in the ordex-book, to the "latrine in
rear of racreation room."25

% 9_’2,’ 6011071“

25 0B, 1.9.75.
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Yet ancther doubtful building s the lunatic ward
build for ﬁhe penitentiary in 1375-1876. Bedson asked Lieut-
enant-Governor Morris in Juae, 1875 for about $800 with which
to construct a burilding about 30' x 20' "which would give 6
good cells, wash room and Diring Hall."26 His report to the
federal government for 1875 indicated that such a structure was
"now being built.”27

Another structure behind the penitentiary building
appears in a relatively recent photograph, but cannot be seen
in the original Penitentiary photograph (Appended as Photo No. 1),
It is a relatively small building, probably of post-on-sill. con-
struction like Bedson's other additions to the complex, .and of
indeterminate date. It may be the asylum kitchen. From the per-
spective of Photograph No. 2, its ridgepole seems to be at about
the same level as the bottom of the door from the second storey.
A definite dispat;ty of colour in the stone-work on the north
side of the penitentiary building , which shows very clearly in
this same.photograph, raises the queétion whether an entirre
wing, two stories in height, may have abutted the penitentiary
in this place at some time. It is known that Bedson wished to
build a brick wing "from the North Wall of the main building to
the North Wall of the fort"28 but enough archaeological. work has
been dons north of the fort to establish that nothing very sub-~
stantial cver stood there.29

= See Bedson to Morris, 22.6.75; BL, pp. 386~7.
28 csp /1876
29

See Priess, op.cit., figure 9.



17

Indeed, the entire problem of locating buildings with-
in the penitentiary compound is complicated by their iﬁperman-
ence. Although certain archaeological remains have been found
in the areasothey have not been positively identified. Boedson
explained that the buildings he had erected "can be readily re-
moved", so they may well not have had any solid foundations.
Development of the parking lot may have obliterated remains in
that area, including the gate-house, while the site of Bedson's
own residence, "Daisy Lodge", across the road from the Fort31
has likewise almost certainly been disturbed. The same holds
true for the asylum complex.

30 Ibid., pagsim.

31 Mentioned in James Cloland Hamilton, The Prairie Province
(Toronto, 1876) p. 176.
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IIX: THE PINITENTIARY, 1871 to 1877

1) Founding and Administration:

The Manitoba Penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry origin-—
atiéd in 1871 as a provincial prison, but was taken over by the
federal government three years later, Throughout this period it
was under the direction of Warden Samuel Lavrence Bedson, a former
N.C.0. of the Quebsc Rifles. There were at the time four types
of penal institutions in Canada, and the prison buildings at
Lower Fort Garry served in all four capacities. The first was
the prison's rdle as a comnon gaol, a detention centre for
alleged felons awaiting trial, or miscreants serving brief sen-
tences. The eecond type of institution was the provincial prison,
sét aside for persons serving terms under two years for offences
against provinciai statutes, The third category, federal peni-
tentiary, characterized the institution in effect throughout'
its six-year history. Offenders against federal statutes, sen-
tenced for terms of over two years, and all offenders from the
federally-administered North Vest Territories were confined in
the prison at Lower Fort Garry right from 187, though actual
federal administration of the institution was limited to the per-
iod from August 1874 till January 1377. There were slso a hand-
ful of de facto military prisoné in Canada at this time, end the
Manitoba Penitentiary was one of themj these institutions received
soldiers convicted of breaches of military discipline, confining
them for various short periods, sometimes as little as 1l days.
Al)l categories of offenders were grouped together in the same in-
stitution(along with a few lunatics) simply because better facil-
ities for classification and segregation were lacking. Eyentually
the erection of a common gaol in Winnipeg (1874) and of the pres-
ent federal penitentiary at Stony Mountain (1877) led to the aban~
donnent, of the penal facilitlies at Lower Fort Garry.
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The penitentiacry at Lower Fort Garry was originally
conceived of by lieutenant~Governor Adams G. Archibeld as a
federal project. On May 18, 1871, he dratted an urgent complaint
to the Secretary of State for the Brovinces, Joseph Howe, urging
that, "some steps be taken immediately for the erection of a
buildiﬁg to serve the purpose of a Penitentiary for this prov-
ince." The only penz) facilities existing at the time were in a
wooden building in Winnipeg, used as a police office. It was
. fitted with cells; said Archibald, but these were "unfit, even
for the purposes of police.... In winter, prisoners would perssh,
see in Summer they would suffocate." He then expressed his inten-
tion to visit Lower Fort Garry to ascertain “whether one of the
Bastions of the Fort could not be made to answer temporarily the
purpose of a Penitentiary." He concluded with a remark on the
financing of such a venture:

If it [the bastion/ shall appear suitable, and the use of
it can be procured, I shall make the best arrangement in my
povier to procure its use, till a suitable building can be
hired or erected, with the assurance that his Excellency,
the Governor Gene ral will sanction what I deem right to do,

-and that the expenses necessarily incident to the arrange- 1
ment will be borhe by the Government of Canada.

Archibald cannot have seen the Stone Fort before writ-
ing that; in any event he soon realized how totally inappropriate
were the bastions. He visited Iower Fort Garry on May 22, and,
omithing any reference to the bastione in his report to Howe, de-~
clared that he had found "that there wns & two-storey [sic/ stone
building within the walls of the Fort, which, with some small.
expenditure, could be made to answer temporarily the purpose of

4 This dispatch is in the Secretary of State's Papers, PAC:
RG°6 C -1, Vol.' 21, fyle 778. Archibald to Howe No. 165, 18.5.71,
Emphasis addod
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a Penitentiary till a suitable building can be erected." At the
time the fort vas still occupied by troops under a federal gov-
ernment agreement with Ehe Hudson's Bay Company, so Archibald
made arrangements with Colonel Jarvis to take over the build-
ings -immediately. J H, McTavish of the H.B.C. was party to the
negotiations and the whole matter was settled in a tentative
way, "subject to such arrangements as 1 [Ifchibalg7 am able
to make with the Hudson's Bay Company, upon the Military auth-
orities delivering back the buildings they hired from the Com-
pany." Between this and his previous dispatch on the subject,
Archibald and the entire province had been shocked by the es-
cape of Longbones —- an Indian serving two years for scalping
his wife alive -~ from the police gaol in Winnipeg. Consequent-
ly he decided to move the remaining prisoners to the Lower Fort
within two days.2

Archibald's naive trust in the bounty of the federal
treasury was sooﬁ removed., On June 16th the cabinet ratified an
order in council prepared by the éﬁstice Minister and Prime Min-
isﬁer, John A. Macdonald, putting the initiative for founding a
penitentiary upon the Manitoba government. Macdonald argued that
the insifficiency of present facilities indicated the need for a
new gaol, not for a penitentiafy. He distinguished clearly bet-
ween the two: .

By the British North America Act 1867 the duty of estab-
lishing, maintaining and managing public prisons of a
Province falls upon the Local Government -and Legislature,
In such provincial prisons by far the greater number of
offenders are confined, as the Penitentiaries... are by
law only to be used for the confinement of persons con-
victed of the more serious offences, and whose sentences
are for not less than two years, 2

2 The same to the same, 27.5,71, ibid. William Flett, the
Hudson's Bay Company clerk in charge of Lower Fort Garry at the
time, recorded the visit in the post Journal: "The Governor,
Messrs MoTavish , Howard, Boyd, Villiars /fode/ and Dr. Codd
came down to inapsct the stono store with a view of turning

it into a Jail. H6Ln A.3oife i,

3 Momorandum of the Minister of Justica, 14.6.71, and Mimte of
Council based thoreon; PAC: RG 6 C ~ 1, Vol. 21, fyle 778.



Macddnald thought the solution was simple: the province should
erect a common gaol or prison. When prisénera were confined for
federal offences, or were brought in from the Territories for
confinement in Manitoba, then a portion of the provincial in-
stitution might be set aside for the use of thege federal char-
- ges. An appropriate "sum to be agreed upon" would then?be'paid'

by the Dominion to the provincial government.h

Beyond this point the documentary evidence available
is infinitely less helpful than that provided in the papers of
the Secretary of State for the Provinces, a post which was ab-
olished in 1873. Certain facts can be gleaned from Bedson's letter-
book but the precise history of the penitentiary's administration
is somewhat’cloudy,fThe agreement reached between the provincial
government and the Hudson's Bay Company, following the departure
of the troops, involved a lease on the penitentiary building and
all the land and smaller buildings enclosed by a stockade, for
$1000 a year. This was at length paid up to the first of November,
1872 —- $1500, covering a lease beginning June 1, 1871. Beyon&
this point the province either refused or neglected to pay, for
reascns which are unclear. The penitentiary passed in August,
1874 --for reasons and in a manner likewise obscure-- from prov-
inecial to federal administration and control. The federsl gov-
ernment also stalled on fulfilling the terms of the lease, per-
haps Because of a dispute with the province as to who owed the
valarce between November 1872 and Avgust, 187L. At length, the
federai Department of Justice recommended in September, 1876,
that the entire arrears be paid and charged against the current
years appropriation for prison maintenance in the three newer

L 5
provinces. Howgver, Bedson's continued correspondence with

b i,

5 PAC: RG 2 ~ 2 Vol, 48, fyle 901, Privy Council Office Pap-
ers; copy of a memorandum dated simply 1876, from the Department
of Justice, Without adequate documentation one cannot, of course,
do morw than speculate on the tranafer of jJurisdiction and the
financial arrangements.lt appears possible, however, that the
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both federal and provincial officials suggests that there was

some sort of shared-cost agscement after the federal takeover,

Following the Dominiont assumption of supervision
over the penitentiary, morc complete rccords were kept, both in
the form of annual reports and statistical returns to the Ingpec-
tor of Benitentiaries in Ottawa, J.G. Moylan; and in the records
made by Bedson as replies to dominion government questionnsires.

As warden of the provincial institution, Bedson was
nominally under the Attorney General but corresponded freely
vith other government offices, particularly the Department of
Public Works, under John Norquay, and the office of the Deputy
Receiver General, Gilbert McMicken., Under the dominion's juris-
diction, most of his correspondence was with Colonel Bernard,
the deputy minister of Justice in Ottawa; in some cases, how-
ever, he addressed himself to the Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875,
for example, he protested to Lieutenant-Governor Morris égainst
the practice of confining lunatics in the same institution as
convicts, and also sent Morris the following rather interesting
communication:

I beg tc request that you will kindly inform me what course
I am to take, and who I am to communicate with in tendering
my resignation to the position I now hold.

I am proimpted to this step as certain parties have thought
proper to malign my chsracter & use improper phrases ag-
ainst my Judgement [Eig/ in caring for the charge in my
hands, and I shd, rather resign that /si¢/ be subjected to
such remarks, especially unfounded ones,

5 Bedson's Letterbook (hereafter cited as BL), B, to Morris,
14.2.75, p. 375. 1t should be noted that Bedson signed this letter
as "Actg. Warden", since his permancnt appointment under the fed-
eral penal system had not yet been confirmed. A Justice Department
memorandumn of May 30, 1876 over a year later, gives him the same
title. (PAC: RG 2 = 2 Vol. 45, Rrivy Council Office Papers.)
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2) Penitentiary Stafl:

The officers of the penitentiary were the vaxrden, stew-
ard, head turnkey and other turnkeys, the surgeon, and the chap-
lains. * The turnkeys ~-- or, in the medern 3diocwm, correctional
officers ~- numbered from 6 to 8 at any one given time, Apart
from the warden and the surgeons, there were many people occupy-
ing the different offices at different times over the six-year
period under study. The only notable turnkeys were two head turn-
keys named Tom Slack and Hénry Hall; the former committed sui-~
cide in the attic of the penitentiary building;6 the latter was
a member of the provincial police, of whom his commanding officer
in Winnipeg wrote, there were c&mplaints that he was "too hard
‘and ruff towards the men under him in his capacity as head turn~
key.J7 The next such complaint against him, the commander wrote,
would result.in his recall to Winnipeg. He was shortly afterwards
recalled.

These men were pald salaries more or less in line with
the usual pay for minor civil functionaries; the complete list,
taken from the period after the penitentiary vas taken over by
the federal government, vas as follows;

1 Head turnkey at $50.°° per mo. $600

1 Steward and storekeeper " $i5 540
1 Gate Keeper "L 4,80
1 Yard Turnkey " oL n L8O
1 Turnkey (at Lunatics) " Lo ® 4,80
2 Turnkeys for Convicts working
outside "oaom 960
2 Turnkeys night duty "o m 960
1 Messenger and waiting turnkey
" 20 " 2ho

1 Protestant Chaplain at $150 yr. 150
1 R. Catholic chaplain at $150 yr. 150

“$501,0
100
~$i550. °

6 See Watson, op. cit., p. 4. Fleti's version in the
post Journal ran as follows: "This evening about scven
o'clock Thomas Slack, the chlef turnkey in the Penitentiary

Iess estinate of fines from
Turnkeys

e
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The warden throughout the time spent al Lower Fort Garry

was Samuel Lawrence Bedson., He ¥as young; born in 1842 in a mil~

tLary camp at Betley, England, he followed his father's career in
becoming an N.C.O. in the 1éth Regiment of Foot. He came to Canada
with his regiment in 1861, but when the force returned to England
in J870 he stayed on in Canada, enlisting under Colonel Garnet
Wolseley's command as quartermaster-sergeant of the Second Bat-
allion, Quebec Rifles, of the Red River Expeditionary ForceHe
was gquartered at Lower Fort Garry. Most of the troops returned

to Canada in the first half of 1871, but Bedson remained behind.
wﬁen the last of the soldiers had left, he converted the Hormer
barracks into a provincial and military penitentiary, and took .
charge. Eventually he served as warden of the Manitoba Penitentlary
for twonty years.

When Bedson assumed direction of the embryonic penit-
entiary, he was a veritable novice in the penal arts. A soldier's
sense of discipline and an inventive mind helped him ebtablish"
the pioneer government-run prison in what is now Western Canadé.9
His career at Iower Fort Garry was well summed up by the Inspector
of (federal) Penitentiaries in his report to Justice Minister
Blake for 1875; Bedson, the Inspector said, was "charged with the
task of inauvgurating a Penitentiary without having had any prev~
ious knowledge or experience of the work, or rules for his guid-
ance, and at so great a distauce from all sources of proper inﬂ
formation.... His military training no doubt greatly assisted
him in achieving so much success as his report would indicate,"
Bedson himself seemed to share that view; he wrote Inspector Moy-

shqt  himself with a .revolver in his own room and a coroner's jury
was called at once to take all thegvidence in the case the verdict,
of this jury was that the said Thos. Slack came to his death by a
pistol shot from his own hands while in a temporary fit of insan-
ity." (HBCA: B.303/a/1, entry for 19.8.73.)

7 L. de Plainval to'Bedson, 25.3.72; PAC: Mi 9 E 4, Manitoba
Provincial Police Force Lotterbook. From this letter it apy appears
that all the turnkeys were at least nonfnally recruited as mem-
bers of the M.P.P. and received temporary assignments to the gaol.

Memo dated simply.).876, BL p. h?). The warden himself got
$1,,00 per year.
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lan in 1876 that "nearly all my turnkeys and guards, like myself,
have scrved in Her Majesty's ngular-Forces, aud are therefore
accustomed to perfect discipline, to which I also attribute the
strict yet Jjust and satisractory administration of the institut-
ion."

Bedson's entiire life was spent in the public service.
After he left Lower Fort Garry in 1877, he continued as Warden
of the Manitoba Penitentiary at Stony Mountain exéepb for three
brief intervals. The first of these came in 1885, when he was
put in charge of military transportation services during the.
North West Rebellion. On another occasion, he was sent to St.
Vincent de Paul Penltentiary in Montreal to pacify the'hostile
inmates and to restore order among the employees. This he acc-
omplished within a few months., His final departure from Stony
Mountain occurred in February, 1891, He had already suffered a
severe attack of Bright's Disease, which his doctor's hgd ex-
pected would be faial, On his recovery, he went to Ottawa as aide
de -camp to the Governor General.,, and as a member of the Alaska
Boundary Commission. He died there five months later,

Bedson married twice,’' cach time to a daughter of the
fur trade, His first wife was Jemima Murrsy, Chief Factor AMH.
Murray's daughier; she bore him four children. Bedson's second
wife, whom he married in the last year of his life, was a daught-
er of Chief Factor J.H. McTavish.

Obituary descriptions of a man are not the most reliable

? There had of course been other prisons in Rupert's Iend, in-
cluding one at Norway House and another at Upper Fort Garry. Some
of these were merely strong rooms used for detention as the need
arose; others were not strong st all, as hostile crowds proved
twice in the 1860's, liberating prisoners from the Upper Fort
Garry gaol. The penitentiary at. the Stone Fort was the first civ-
ilian prison operated by a duly constituted and lepally recog-
nizeable government in the reglon.

10 csp a1/2876.
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source of information regarding a man's charscter and fault,s. How-

ever, the obituary giveu Bedson in the Manitoba Free Press scems

quite consistent with the imago the man gave of himself in his

more privale communications. He was, said the Free Press, a "tall,
broad-shouldered man carrying himself with easy dignity"; and he
was "strict and stern, but rigidly just." These qualities certain-
1y are borns out in his papers, There was nothing soft about him -
‘he would fine a turn-key, have a convict whipped or fire a medical
officer as the situation demanded; yet he also saw to it that his
prisoners usually had more interesting work than breaking rock,
‘that old standard of the "hard labour" sentence. In an age when
imprisonment was a threat to health as well as‘mprale and financial
well-being, convicts under Bedson's care were adequately washed,
fed, clothed, snd provided with bedding. Bedson demanded a lot of
his staff, of the convicts, and of himself; but theré is no record
that he ever failed to live up to his cbligations.iy

3) Penitentiary Prisoners:

The prisoners at'Lower Fort Garry were a motley enough
crew, brought tégether from all manner of places and for any
number of reasons. Over the course of six years, Bedson received
men convicted of everything from murder to simple theft. One gentle
soul was confined for "unlawfully cutting, stabbing, and wounding
with intent to inflict grievous bodily harm," Others had committed
minor offences against military discipline, and there was at all:
times a small quota of lunatics.l2 Prisoners ranged in age from

-4 All biographical details, unless cited from other sources,
are taken from Bedson's obituary in the Manitoba Free Press,
18.7.91 1/e. : '

12 Oone of these died at the Fort; Flett recorded in his jour-
nal under the date 30,11.71, "A Mrs. Hull a woman who had been
mentally deranged for some time died here in the Gaol about 3
O'clock P.m." The men of the post built a coffin and she was
buried in the churchyard at Mapleton. (1.,12.7)). HBCA: B.303/4n/)..
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their late teens to early foitles; most wers natives of Red River
or at least of Canada, though there were representatives of all
Britain (except Wales), and of three foreign cowntries -- the
United States, France, and Sweden. A number were local or Sioux
Indians, Virtually all were labourers or tradesmen, though the
1list included an engineer and a druggist. The shortest sentence
was 28 days; the longest -- for murder -~ was 14 years. The Reg-
ister of Prisoners kept at Lower Fort Garry between 1871 and 1877,
from which all this information is taken, lists 54 convicts in-

carcerated during this six-year period.13

L) Industrial and Educational Programs:

The question of industrial and educational programs and
their rdle in the prison is intimately bound up in the philosophy
of the day on punishment and rehabilitation of offenders. The 1870's
marked a transitional period in Canadaj when the decade opened the
Dominion's peniténtiary system was superimposed on the hulks of the
0ld colonial prisons; centralized controls were almost totally lack-
ing, for the post of Inspector of Penitentiaries had not yet been
created ~~ it was set up in 1875 -~ and the Boards of Directors
of Dominion Penitentiaries was largely ineffective. The Minister
of Justice in 1871 was a man who firmly believed that "the primary
ASﬁrpoq§7 of the penitentiary is punishment and the incidental one
reformation." He was also Prime Minister., The situation —- or at
least the official attitude -~ began to improve under the Liberal
administration which took office in 1873. The Board of Directors

13 The original copy of this register, and the only existing
copyes of Bedson's dally order books are at Stony Mountain Pen-
itentiary, vhere .l examined them with the co-operation of the
Canada Penitentliary Service and of Warden Harrls.
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was dissolved, and its most energetic and progressive member,
James G, Mbylan, was appointed.to the new post of Inspector of
Penitenti#ries.lh Justice Minister Blako also spoke in Parl-
isment with a more humane philosophy of correction than that
shown by his tory predecessof.

Bedson, in his unaccustomed rdle as a prison warden,
apparently condijcted the routine business of the Manitoba Pen-
itentiary upon lines of military efficiency and strictness., Yet
in the field where his military training was of little use, that
is, in implementing a philosophy of prison management and prison-
_er treatment, he seemed to move with the vanguard of his times.

Though the routine correspondence and daily orders which form
the basis of this study rarely give any impression of Bedson's
attitude towards his charges, the following remark in one of the
orders illustrated quite clearly both his soldierly concern for
strict discipline and a warmer interest in the welfare of his
convicts:

Officers of the. Prisgn must be more active in keeping
temptation from convicts, this can be done very simply
by attention in keeping them in their proper places,

It is the duty of all connected with the Institution to
endeavour to reform the unfortunate ones whose lot it

is to be held in custudy as prisoners ~- officers must 16
in future think of this.

This strict but benevolent paternalism was in marked contrast
to Macdonald's remark, that punishment was the firincipal pur-
pose of the penitentiary. Biadson's career as warden vas marked
by a concern for the dignity and the moral uplifting of the
convict which would be hard to find in a similar sitwation in

14 Developments in this period are discussed in J. Alex, Ed-
mison's, "Some Agpects of Nineteenth Contury Canadian Prisons",
Chapter 1). in W.T. MeGrath, Crime and Its Treatment in Canada

(Toronto, 1965) pp. 279-301,

15 See for example hias rewarks in debat¢:on the Prisoners
Emplpyment Bill, and tha Prieon Discipline Bill, in Kansard,
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the nineteenth century. More tangible evidence of Bedson's in-
terest in rehabilitation may be found in thé agricultural, indus-—
trial and educational programs which operated at the penitehtia:y
even during the pioneer yesrs at the Lower Fort. These facilit-
ies included primarily the prison gerden, the shoo-making shop,
and the schocl, all of which introduced a series of variéd and
;berhaps even interesting activities into the otherwise dréb life
of Manitoba's earliest convicts. Like his superior Moylan, Bedson
quite evidently believed that industrial employments for inmates
were "essential to the good order and discipline of all such
institutions." 7

The prison gsrden vas probabdy the most important aspect
of convict activity during the penitentiary's years at Lower Fort
Garry. While there is no exact record of when the garden was first
planted, it is likely that it began in the first growing season
after the penitentiary was founded, that is, in 1872, The enter-
prise apparentdy grew rapidly, though the 1875 crop was wiped out
by a plague of locusts.18 The 6rop of 1876, vhich Bedson described
as "enormous"19 is described on the table reproduced on page 30,
below. It appears from the "Expenditure" column of this table that
the farm land used was included in'the rental agreement between
the Hudson's Bay Company and the government, since there is no
additional rentsl charge for the gardan.20

1877, pp. 337 and 1062.

16 op, 1.9.75. 17 Moylani to Blake, 3h.1.76, CSP 11/1876.
18 csp /1876, p. 139, 17 gsp 15/1877, p. 1€0.
20

For details of the financing of the penitentiary, see pp. 19-21,
The prison garden was located, according to Watson, on the site of
the present parking lot, parallel to the present highuay. See App-
endix "A" to this report.
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Among other activities carried out at the Lower Fort
Garry penitentiary, perhaps the most inﬁeresting was the shoe-
making department. It began in ﬁay, 1875, when Bedson discovered
that one of the inmates had a working knowledge of cobbling; so
he set him to work repairing the shoes and boots of the penit-
entiary staff and inmates%lWithin a year the operétioh had grown
to includes three men, one of them being a Sioux Indian imprisoned
in 1873. 22 It probably operated in the main builaing or in a
corner of one of the other buildings; an order dated October 15,
1875, instructed the steward to "inspect shoemakers bencheé and
check tools with inventory of each chest or bench." Buring its
two years at Lower Fort Garry, the penitentiary shoe shop ghowed
a profit of several hundred dollars on the manufacture and‘}epair
of a number of different types of boots and shoes. Table II; page
32, provides financial statistics and spome information on the
types of shoes and boots made at Iower Fort Garry during the
years 1875 and 1876. The shoe shop was transferred to Stony
Mountain with the resi of the penitentiary in 1877, and con-
tinued as an importent part of the industrial and training pro-
gram for many years. It will be closed down later this year or
in 1972.%

Unfortunately very lititle is known of the school begun
under Bedson for the instruction of illiterate prisoners. App-
arently it was from tho first undexr the direction of the sec-
urity officers of the penitentiary =~ the chaplains appear from
their reports to have had nothing to do with it. The firjt pupils
were three Sioux brought to the priabn in 1873; they were restless

21 GsP 114,/1876, p. 139.
22 Hamidton, loc. cit.,
23

From a conversation betwecen the writer and the supervisor
of the Penitentiary Shoe Shop at Stony Mouutain, Marel, 1970.
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at first, each of them making 4t least one attempt to escaps,
but eventually they were calmed. One of them became involved
in shoe repair work, and all three joined with other Indians
who could neither read nor right end in most cases knew only
a slight amount of English., The classes were conducted by one
of the guards. Bedson reported in 1877 that great progress
had been made in making these inmates literata.zh

The other activities of the convicts were somewhat more
routine in nature, involving work in the stables and on various
projects such as carpentry and what are around a farm known as
"the chores". One prisoner escaped in September, 1875, while
working on a roof with a gang outside the walls.25 Other tasks
were legion. One gang dug a well late in 187h;26 another ve-
~ paired "the road leading to the'root-house";27 convicts packed
up the North West Mounted Police supplies when the latter left
Lower Fort Garry inx187h.28 They were also engaged in various
work parties outside the walls, farming, cutting wood, and carr-
ying water. Convicts on the sick list could, with the surgeon's
permission, be used "for purposes such as cleaning kitchen ut-
n?3 One also acted as assistant to the steward. The
statistical return of covict labour, reproduced in Appendix"H",
indicates other menial duties perforwsd by the convicts. There
vas, of course, the old standard prison activity of breaking

ensils &cf

rock. Archaeological studies have revealcd some crushed limestone

——

= CH#P 15/1877. 25 CSP 14,/1876, p. 139.
26 0B, 1.7, 2T 0B, 6.01.74..
28

OB, 10,11.7. 29 0B, 12.1.75.
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in the vicinity of the penitcntiary. Watson says of sbonecbrecaking
activity at the penitentiary thaqt the prlsoners themselves
brought the rocks "from the river bank, in handbarcows," and

that the remains of the rock pile still showed, just east of the
penitentiary buining,.3 Bedson himself ordered in August, 1875,
"Head turnkey will put all spare hands to breaking stone tom ."31
- Buch an order was, however, rare; every effort was made to find
more dignified work for the convicts.

5) Equipment and Supplies:

During Bedson's period at Lower Fort Garry, the peni-
tentiary had all the basic equipment used for intimidating and
restraining prisoners, and for maintaining general security
in the institution. In the first place, all the guards were
armed. -- turnkeys on duty guarding work parties outside the
valls were obliged to carry barbines slung over thefir shoulders,
and were under orders not to unsling these weapons until the
convicts were safely returned to their cells or wards.1 In add-
ition to carbines, each ﬁurnkey carried a revolver and handcuffs.
The guards were trained in the fine art of shooting to maiﬁ, not
to kill.2 In 1875 Bedson ordered a dozen Spencer repeating car-
bines with 750 rounds of ammunition from the stores at Fort Garry;3
a year later, however, he reported to Moylan that the Spencers
had not proved satisfactory and had been replaced with Sniders.
The latter were ldédded not with ball, but with cartridges, filled
with No..) shot and buckshot. By waing these, Bedson reported,

"a Guard is more certain to secure a runaway convict should it

1l
3

OB, 12,32,7%. 2 gsp 14,/1.876.
Bedson to Gilvert Mchicken, 3.7.75, BL p. 401..
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be necessary to imake use of his 'Carbine!" b

Security equipment included much of the heavy ironware
which characterized prison life until relatively recently., Bed-
son's correspondence and daily orders refer to Ball and Chains,
hand ;uffsé, and, after 1872, a half-dozen pairs of ankle fet-

ters.’ All turnkeys were obliged to carry a pair of handcuffs,
 presumably in case of insubordination of one or more convicts
on a work party. The guard at the main door of the penitentiary
building was obliged to keep at least one key for bath hand
cuffs and ankle fett.ers.8 These items were not used indiscrim-
inately -- for example, Bedson ordered igj the middle of January
one year that "during this severe cold weather and until further
orders prisoners will not be encumbered with wearing Ball and

chain vhen éhopping wood or drawing water.“9

From the evidence at hand it seems that all connected
with the penitentiary -~ prisoners as well as guards -~ were
adequately clothed. Early in 1872 when the institution was less
than a year old, Bedson received orders from the provincial
government to request from the warden of Kingston Penitentiary
twelve "Complete O"tfits Convict c¢lothing", t;obe forwarded "with
all despatch" via Norman Kittson at St. Paul.”™ Whether these
were ever received is not on record, but about a year later
James C. Hamilton recorded his impression as a casusl visitor
of the convicts at vhat he called "the minitature temporary

b csp a5/1877.
OB, 9.1.75 and 1l.a.75.

7 Bedson to Rice lewls and Son Ltd., Toronto, 3.1.73. The
letter is an order for the fetters and indicates that the Prov-
incial Government occasionally charged purchases to its account
wvith this firm. The {irm appears to have been a dry goods or
hardware supplier.

8
10

Sce for example
Ibid., 11.8.75.

o~

OB, 11.8.75 7 0B, 9.0..75
Bedson to Warden Creighton, 25.3.72, BL p. 15.
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Penitentiary of the young province," The convicts, he said, vere
hout in the yard and garden, clad in white, with 'P.P.' stamped
on them."ll One rmight assume fhat the "P.P." was stamped on the
clothing and not, as Hamilton suggeaﬂs, on the convicts. In add-
ition to the initials of the Provincial Penitentiary, all con-
viets! clothing was marked with the number of the prisoner to
whom it was issued.12

Besides actual penal uniforms, the penitentiary undertook

to provide for .all the convicts' clothing needs and to number
each goritent with its "owner's" number. Lists of convicts' zloth-
ing throughout the daily order book and Bedson's letter-book
mention mitts, new flannel shirts (2 per inmat.e):}3 socks ( 2
‘ péirs to each nnmber)}h dnkle boots, winter trousers, winter

Jackets .winter caps,l5 woolen draﬁers,l6 mocassins, and cotton
shirts.i7 The steward was in charge of issuing and accounting
for all articles of clothing, and was also obliged to report on
their state of repair.l8 Apparently there were corresponding

items of summer and winter clothing for each type of garmant.19

After the federal government took over the Manitoba Pen~
itentiary in 1874, Bedson begen to enforce a uniform standard in
the tufnkeys' dress, Unfortunately no protolype or precise des-
cription has been discovered, but some gener&i indications may
be gleaned from references in Bedson's ordor hook. The first

B James Cleland Hamilion, loc. clt.
2 See for example OB, 5.11,7L. 13 OB, 5.11.7%.
b o, 16.12.74. 15 Memorandum by Bed-

son,"shewing articles... destroyed by recent fire in store room
of Manitoba Penitentiary." Dated 13.4.75, BL, p. 360,

16 y

OB, 16.12.74. X" Bedson to Control
Department, Provincial Govermment, 2.7h, BL, p. 211. The socks
cost 67%¢ per pair, mocassins 873¢, and cotton shirts $1 each,

18 0B, 5.0, 19 op, 7.8.75.
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mention of it occurs in an order dated July 2, 1875:

Heed turnkey will see that officers of Institution appear
in proper uniform, as a General Rule the cloth jacket will
be worn only on Sundays and special orders to be issued for
other occasions, On other days, the serge will be worn,
Such uniform.to be worn whilst on duty and optional with
of ficers themselves after locking-up hour (unless on duty.

R week later Bedson reminded his guards, "Turnkeys are expected
2]

)29

to have their serge trousers ready to wear by Monday next."
In September the officers were reminded to get cap badges.22Ap-
parentdy the system of having different winter and summer uni.-
forms prevailed for guards as well as convicts, for Bedson or-
dered on September 28th, 1875, that

Head turnkey and steward will confer with other officers
of the prison on suitable winter Uniform for the coming
season and submit same for approval of Vgrden tomorrow
morning. Cap, overcoat (or pea jacket) & trousers are alﬁ3
that will be necessary to consider.

The steward wags responsible for maintaining and distrib-
uting all bSd“ClOtheuo There do not seem to have been any sheets
in use —- references are to bed- tickazk and to blankets. Blankets
were numbered, like clothes, with the numbers of the conviots tc
whom they wvere issued,25 but when in winter a third blanket was
placed in each cell, it was unmarked;26 Such extra blankets were
collected from the cells when all dsnger of cold weather head
passed.27 fin the "penal cells" or urderground cells, buffalo
robes were also used during the coldest weather.28 Tne blankets
were Hudson's Bay Company 33 point blankets .27

2 o, 24.7.75. 2L @B, 30.7.75.
2 0B, $h9.T5. 2 B, 26.9.75.
2h 0B, 20.11.7%. 25 0B, 12.01.74.
26 0B, Bhl.75 2T 0B, 17.6.75; "Head

turnkey will collect the third blanket from each conV1ct taking
care to collect the one most in need of repair. Such blanketq willd

be returned to the storekecper who vill have them repaired prior
to being washed."

28 0B, 17.6.75. 29
destroyed in storeroom fire, loc cit.

Return of articles
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I‘,it.tle is knovn of the general furniture of the institv-
ution, beyond a reference in the return of burnt articles, which
showed the follow1ng losses: "1 flour bin, 7 night tubs (urine);
1 table; 2 benches; 13 sacks."3 It is almost certain that commf
articles of everyday uses -- tables, bennhes ard the like —~~ were
manufactured of local timber by convict labour. A certain amount
of general and specialized furnitira did crop up in letters and
memoranda, but this information tended to indicate tﬂat standard
household equipment vas used for most functions. Stoves, for
example, were shipped up from Winnipeg in the fall of 1871 to
provide heat for the penitentiary buildings.31

Various other pieces of equipment were mentioned from
-time to time. These included a "watch--clock",32 probably kept
either by the gate~keeper or by the guard at the main door of
the penitentiary. There was also a large ball, apparentl& raised
on a pole in front of the main penitentiary building, which was
used as a "signal ball." It was raised about dusk to indicate
that prisoners at work outside the stockade should be beturned
to their wards and cells, During the winter the ball was raised
about 4:45 p. m?BThe prison was also equipped with a bell to
snnounce the daily routine; in winter, the first bell to announce
unlocking of prisoners rang at 6:30 a.m.sh A visitor's book was
kept by the gate-kepper after September, 1875, in which were

recorded the names of visitors and of the convicts Vialt@d.ssA
"board of rules and regulations" was posted in each cell, 36

30 Return of burnt articles, loc. cit.

3 F. Villiers to Bedson, 25.10.71, No. 4; Provinciad Police
Letterbook.

32 0B, 11.11.7. 33 0B,8,12.7,12.11.74.
3 0B, 16.21.7. 35 0B, 22.9.75.

36

0B, 1.1.75. Unfortunately no copics of these rules have been
discovered, and comparative material which has been turned up has
been quite out of context in terms of the lLower Fort Garry sit-
uation.
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Some small items of household equipment are mentioned
in the daily order book. An order for November 17, 187k indicited
that the meals in the prison dining hall were served ofi tin-ware.
There are also frequent references to night—tubé, apparently the
wooden ancestors of the once-common chamber pot. An 1875 order
iﬁstrqcted the head turnkey to get'"the branding irons" from
the storekeeper and brand each night, tub with a number from 1.
to 25, and with ﬁhe letters "PP", The tubs were distributed
among the cells according to number, "night tubs bearing same
numbers as cells will be considered in future as property of
that cell," The letters "PP" on the night tubs are ambiguous.
They probably meant "Provincial Penitentiary" although the
establishment. at the time was under federal jurisdiction.38 Tne
night tubs were emptied during the day and replaced in the cells
gt least 30 minutes prior-to Ball being raised for locking up;“39

37

Another important part of the stationary equipment of
the penitentiary was the fire-~fighting equipment. Bedson was
very concerned about the danger of fire, and with good reason.
In Decainber,1872 a minor fire destroyed some of his records,
and there was another blaze in the store-room in April, 1875.
This latter fire Bedson thought had been set by a conviet named
Bellair, who was at the time an assistant to the steward. The
fire was easily quelled with the assistance of several. convicts
and turnkeys, and two vats of water which were kept on hand for
such an emergency. In his yeport to the Inspector at the end of
1875, Bedson stated that

37 0B, 11.17.74.

38 083 7.9.75. The tubs may have been purchased by and for the
provincial authorities to serve in the provincial ponal system
after the provincial and federal prisons were complectely scp-
arated by the opening of Stony Mountsin. ‘

o2 0B, 1.10.75 K Bedson to McMi.cken,
13-15-75,' QI: Pe 361- y
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In the different wards I have vats that corntain upwards of

600 gallons of water awsi in the boiler in the prison yard
upviards 'of 300 gallons; with such a quantity of water it

is difricult for a fire to wake very great headway, as long

as proper diligence is exhibited by the tLurnkeys and guards.hl
I have since procured two Babeock fire extinguishers.

In addition to the pquipment of the penitentiary itself,
Bedson found himself for a time in charge of the supplies and
livestock left behind by the Morth West Mounted Police when they
left the Fort in 1&7). These included the following:

50 Bed tops and trestles complete.
15 table tops do~
18 officers chairs.
8 standing lamps,
8 hanging lamps complete with glasses.
15 lengths 7 in. stove pipe. )2
2 s8leighs and canvas cover.

He also related the following melancholy tale to the Mounted
Police agent at Winnipeg:

I beg to report the death of one of the N.W.M. Police
Cows which has been under my charge during the past
winter. This cow has been ailing since I first received
her. I had to put her in a sling on the night of the

8th inst., she being unable to stand.

The best of care had alweys been given to her. She re~ 13
ceived regularly bran mashes every day. -

Scant evidence is avallable on the storage and prep-
aration of food for the penitentiary; in fact the exact location
of the kitchen is unknown, though it seems almost cartain that
it was outside the main building. A root house was located

M osp /1876, p. 138.
42

13

Bedson to Thos. Nixon, 27.11.74, BL p. 290.

Ibid., 3.2'5175’ po 37.]-0
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ouitside’ the prison walls, and "potatoes, bects, cabbage, and
other vegetables" were stored in it.hhThe return of provisions
destroyed by fire in 1875 listed large quantities of salt, tea,
sugar and flour among the items damaged by water, ho The prison
had a large vegetable garden attached to it and it is likely
that much of the produce of this garden was conswaed at the

fort itself. Beef was the principal meat consumed, at the raté
of about 59 pounds per da\y.l’6 The penitentiary also used 9€0
pounds of oats per week, but this was likely consumed by horses.
In all, rations made up the largest sihgle jitem on the Penit-
entiary's budget for €iscal year 1875, amounting to $4,227.51 out
of a total expenditure of about $20,000.l'8

6) Medical Services:

‘During his two years as warden at Lower Fort Garry,
Bedson employed two medical officers at the penitentiary. Neither
of them entirely satisfied him. His first M.0. was David Young,
a Sarnia native who arrived in Manitoba in 1871.1 Young lost
his position in a dispute over fees and services when the federal
government took over the penitentiary in 1874. He was replaced
briefly by Dr. Henry Beddome of St. Andrews, whose penchant for
the bottle soon brought Young back into office if not into favour
in 1875. He contined as Medical Officer at the Penitentiary un-
til after the penitentiary was moved from Lower Fort Garry.

Young was first hired in July, 187, virtually as soon
as the penitentiary opened. His appointment. spparently was arr-

et A VL i ATy

bk Bedson to McMicken, 1.5.75, explaining losses sustéined when
flood waters covered the root house for 42 hours; BL, p. 369.

b5 BL, p. 360.

46 BL, letters to local. farmers requesting tenders for that
amount of beef for the early suwmer months, 29.4.72.

W Bedson to Nixon, 31.5.75, BL.

b8 Gcsp 35/1877, p. 189. See Appendix "HY,
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anged thropgh the provincial govermaent or perhaps with a little
assistance from Lieutenani Governor Archibald.2 The fingneial
arrangement, \;.nder~ vhich Young attended the staff and immétes of
the penitentiary "was to visit daily and be paid for each person
seen by him $1.,75 with extra for kaedecinc."B When the lacal gov-
ernment relinquished control of the penitentiary in Augus;, 1874,
Bedson apparently felt his hand strengthened in dealing with the
doctor, and immediately asked him to modify his fee scale. Young
refused, and the s ervices of Dr, Beddome were secured. Young,
Bedson reported, "was refused admission to the prison.."h

Dr, Beddome accepted the terms which Young had ;spurned,
namely payment of $2 ,00 per month for each convict or turkey at
the institution, and he undertook to supply medecine at his own
expense, He was appointed at the end of August, 1874, but soon
ran into difficulties as Bedson addressed him the followﬁnig letter
in May of the follawing year:

I cannot understand that I am now left for four days without
any nedical attendance, if you are unable to attend you
ought to have arranged with some other medical man to act
for you, The responsibility thus thrown upon me is very
great and I shall now be necessitated to secure the ser-g
vices of some other Medical practitioner,

In a later report to Ottawa, Bedson claimed ihat Beddome ceased
to attend 14 April, 1875, which vas presuiebly the last Wisit.
for which he was paid. In this report, the warden added some
remarks on Beddome's general unsuitability: "I had to dispense
with Dr, Beddome's services for neglect of duty in not attend-
ing to his-patients and being under the influence of liquor

..

1 For biographical material on Young, see Manitoba, Pictor.

jal®and Biégraphical (Winnipeg, 1913) Vol. I, p. 117.

. See R,B. Somerville, Young's father-in-law, to John A,
Macdonald, 17.10.72, which suggests that Somerville or Yaung
himself had some influence with Archibald. PAC: RG 13 1872/1398.

3
4
P

Bedson to Deputy Minister of Justice, 11.11.75, BL p. 460
Ibid. Ses also Bedson to McMicken, 2.11,7h, BL p. #84.

Bedson to Beddome, 4.5.75, BL p. 370,
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during one of his v:'Ls;i‘c.s.6 The "other Medical practitioner" re-
ferred to in the letter to Beddome turned out to be David Young,
who may well have been the only applicant., Young accepted the
basis of payment under which Beddome had worked, and coniiinued

to provide medical services as long as the penitentiary remained
at Lower Fort Gawry.7

Medical care was among Bedson's high priorities and
he showed a solicitous concern for the convicts' health at all
times, Bedson's daily orders on a number of subjects showed this
concern; for example, late in 187l he ordered a convict to be
flogged, specifying that all turnkeys and the doctor were to be
present, When a lunatic was confined to the prison, his treat-
nent was always to he "subject to the Surgeon's approval."9 Bed~
son's general comments on warm bedding and laundering of dirty
bedding indicated at least an interest in clesnliness and comfort
for the prisoners, Cleanliness was also uppermost in his.mind when
he addressed the following communication to Sheriff Armstoong in
Winnipeg early in 1872: A

I am of opinion that a bath was ordered..., last summur for
this éatablishment and if such is still on hand T skould
very much wish it to be sent here at an early date as I wishlo
the prisoners should bathe twice a month.

Turnkeys were cauthoned against giving even the lightest duties
to prisoners on the sick=list vithout the surgeon's ¥nowledge of
the case.

6

/“ . The conroversial fee~scale epplied only to civillan pris-
oners; military convicts at Lower Fort Garry received meGical

services at the expense of the military authorities, See Bed~

son to Major Peebles, 11.).2,73, BL, Peobles was military Sup-
ply Officer at Upper Fort Garry.

& " o, 9.10..7.

7 om, 5.12.74.
10

Bedson to Deputy Minister of Justice, 1876, BL p. 4h63..

1

BL, 6.2.72. 0B, 12.1..75
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Bedson was greatly annoyed at the prevalent cudlon of
confining lunatics in the penitentiary. "The lunatic Robinson"
was received in December, 1874, and was immediately confined to
"Number 1 Cell" underground subject to removal to a remoter cell
(Penal Cell No. 3) "when very noisy."12 Several months later
another lunatic, a woman, was delivered to the fort under a
varrant of committment., In this case Bedson put her in a bastion
and rushed off a letter to the Lieutenant Governor, protesting
that "the convicts for over two weeks past have been making
complaints about not being able to get sufficient rest during the
night, owing to the continual noise which is kept up by insane
persons confined amongst them."13 He proposed that a gratt of
about $800 be made to the penitentiary to put up a building
“about 30 ft. x 20 ft. which would give 6 good cells, Wabh room
and dining hall."lh This he proposed to use for a lunatic ward,
The province apparently made the money available and by Janggry,
1876, Bedson was able to rpport that "a small building inside the
walls of the prison where all lunatics could be kept" was under

15

construction.

7) Religious Services:

Bedson never questioned the premise thau religious
instruction should form part of the reformation of prisorers.
From the first, Protestant chaplains attended the prisoners
every Sunday, a Catholic priest attended every month, a Cath-
olic guards read services for their co-religionists when the
priest was not available for Sunday. Despite the interest of
both warden and chaplains in the religious instruction given

12 g sa2.7.
13 | , .
Bedson to Morris, 22,6.75, BL p. 389,
A mhid., pp. 386-7.
15

CSP 14/1876, pp. 138-46.
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to convicys,,there was almost certainly no prison library, re-
ligious or otherwise. Although the chaplains were interested in
such a libréry, there is no record of its ever having bcan form-
ed; the penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry was such a tranditory
affair and its financial fotting was sufficiently uncertdin that
the failure to carry out this scheme is guite understandsble. So
religious exercises at the Manitoba Penitentiary were restricted
entirely to Sundays and a handful. of special events,‘such as
Christmas.

Thé first Frotestant chaplain under the Provindal
administration of the prison was Rev. Henry Cochrane, an Ang-
lican and an Indian from the parish of St. Peter's.1 He &ttend-

-ed all the protestants at the penitentiary, including Anglicans,
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Wesleyans, and Methodists.2Coclrane
vas trarsferred to the Stanley Mission in June, 1874, wha he was
replaced at the Penitentiary by W.H. Moore as Chaplain, Hoore
continued until May, 1876, when he took sick leave, from which
he never returned. His replacement, the Venerable Archdeacon
Covley, visited on an interim badis during Moore's illnesy , then
became the official Protestant Chaplain on the latter's death
in October, 1876, Cowle;g vas an unctuous men who considered

- o e

1 See T.C.B. Boon, The Anglican Church from the Bay to the
Rockies (Toronto, 1962) for the following description of Coch-
rane's career: "Henry Cobhrane was the third native to be or-
dained. Born at the Indian Settlement and sponsored as a can-
didate for Holy Orders by the local Church Missionary Society
Coumittee, his ministry was spent almost as much with the

white settlers as among his own people. The perfection of his
diction and the beauty of his sermons were long rememnberdd in
Winnipeg. The full details of his life have never been gathered
together, but there was much tragedy in it...,. He died in lone-
liness at the Jackhead mission on Lake Vinnipeg in 1898.* (p. 86).

2

% A native of Gloucestershire, Abraham Covley aviived in Can-
ada and vias ordained a priest bj Bishop Jacob Mountain $n 1841,
He was 25 years old., He conducted a mission to the Saultwaux on
the north-west shore of Dake Manitoba, then was transferred to
Red River in 185k, where he served at the Indian Settlemint. See
Boon, op. cit., pp. 51-3.

Religions taken from Register of FPrisoners,at Stony.lountain.
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it his "great, though melancholy pleasure" to minister to the
necds of the convicts, and he rc.flectcd that "I often think it
impossible that good shall not result from the holy sérvices __p;t‘
divine wérship, as it is practiced in [the] Penitentiary at the
Stone Fort."l’

The Catholic Chaplain, the famous missionary Father
Albert Lacombe, paid less attention to his duties as chaplain
than did his successive Protestant counterparts --~ perhaps be-
cause Lacombe had to travel. a considerable distance from Saint
Boniface, while the Protestant chaplains were all residents of
the Lower Settlement, Lacombe, however, received tﬁé,éamé'sal—
ary -- $150 per annum -- as was allocated for the Protestant
Chaplain, Lacombe reported at the end of 1876,

I go to the penitentiary monthly, on Sunday, and perform
the religious services. Sometimes, when I cannot go, one
of the priests goes to.accomplish these religious dubies.
In our sbsence, one of the Turnkeys (a Catholic) reads
the prayers and one religious instruction to the Catholic5
convicts,

This routine apparently remained as lorig as the penitentiary was

located at Lower Fort Garry,

Sunday was generally a slack day at the Penitex&.tiary,
with no work for convicts or turnkeys, except that the latter,
of course, were still responsible for security, Only meals and’
Sunday services broke up what would otherwise have been a rather
monotonous -- if relaxed -~ day. Services were at 10:30 a.m.

e s e~ T A s tac S

b csp 14/2876, pp. 138-46; CSP 15/1877, pp. 180-5,

5 3(3_3_1';';15/1877. One of the turnkeys 3n question was named
Mulvaney, cf. OB, 17.7.75.
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for the Catholics, and at 2:15 p.m. for Protestants.6
described in detail the "beautiful ordering of arrangements
for divine worship on Lord's days.":

Colrley

The large upper room of the building is for the occasion
turned into a chapel, seats so arranged that every phis-
oner is enabled to face the Chaplain; this is a great
gain, and the guards are so distributed that should their
be any design on bhe part of their prisoners to take ad-~
vantage of the comparative freedom, it would be next to
impossible for them to effect anything. Fach prisoner
who can use them js furnished with the usual books of de-
votion, and most of then seem glad to avail thenselvesof
the opportunities. The utmost decorum prevails; the pris-
oners sing with great spiiit, apparently thoroughly en-
loying that part of the service. They join in prayer and
in the reading of the psalms and other portions of the
scripture readidy, and during the sermon there is always
rivetted attention to the discourse,

Unfortunately there is no corresponding description of thke Cath-
olic services, but one must assume that R.C. convicts weee as
pious, holy, and unworldly as the men whom Cowley described.
They did, according to Lacombe, at least have prayer-books for
use during services.8

Tbid.

T csp as/rer.
CSP 14/1876.



18
IV: THF ASYLUM, 188l to 1886

1) Founding and Administration:

Warden Bedson of Stony Mountain Penitentiary had protest-
ws for years against the confinement of lunatics in prisons. He
argued, quite rightly, that their condition warranted an entirely
different treatment from that accorded ordinary convicts. He also
noted the bad effect of this practice on the prisoners themselveé.l
In 1875, the provincial government and legislature proposed that
"owing to the limited income of the Province it is impossible to
erect and maintain an Asylum for insane persons at the public cost.",
and it invited "the Privy Council of Canada to set aside a portion
of the Penitentiary now being erected in that province for the re-
ception of Criminal lunatics, and other insane persons, the reason-
able cost of ma®ntaining such last persons to be borne by the Prov-
ince."2 Justice Minister Blake recognized this quickly as part of
the continuing game of dominion-provinecial financial bickering, and
in particular as one of Manitoba's efforts to have public institu-
tions erected and supported by Federél funds. He also pointed out
how similar the proposed arrangement was to the existing relation-
ship between the federal and Ontario_governments.concerning Rock-
wood Asylum, an srrangement which was "deemed by both the Canadian
and Provincial Government unsounﬁ in principle and unsatisfactory
in practice." The province's requdst was, not only turned down cold,
but was met with an ultimatum: all lunatics were to be removed from -
the federal penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry before April 1, 1876, |
"provided no contingency should occur rendering earlier action
necessary."

Ll

1 See p. L, above.

“ Cabinet Report signed by Mackenzie and Dufferin, 22.12.75;
PAC: RG 2 = ). = Vol. 217 (Privy Council Papers).

S T
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Blake's bad vaste in selecting April Fools day as the
removal date for all lunatics was overlooked, as indeed wes his
deadline. The lunatics remained in federal prisons not only while
the penitentiary was at Lower Fort Garry but for eight years at
Stony Mountain as well. At long last the Province took action: in
January, 1884, surveyors began to lay out a site for the new Prov-
incial.Asjlum at Selkirk.h Sir Hector Langevin laid the corner-
stone on August 26th, but it was obvious by this time that comple-
tion of the institution would be long delayed.’ The federal auth-
orities vere increasedly impatient to clear out the lunatics, as
demands for extra space at Stony Mountain became more and more:
pressing.6 So the Province decided in October, 18¢) to nove the
lunatics into Lower Fort Garry until the Selkirk Asylum was ready

7

to,}eceive them. After a late start’ the provisional asylum neared
completion, supervised by Mr. R. Dickson, by the end of January,
1885.8 The province's leass with the HBC was dated 22 Deceumber,
188L4; the institution was formally opened February 1l8th and began
to function on the 20£h? and remained.at the Lower Fort until May

of 1886,1°

Like the penitentiary which had previously occupied the
same principal building, the asylum was a pioncer institution in
the Pbovince, located at the Stone Fort as a stop-gap measure only.
It is unlikely that the medical superintendent, the only doctor
attached to the institution, had ahy special. training in psychiatric
practice - hardly an unusual deficiency in 1885. This medical super-
intendent was Dr. David Young, previously referred to as the medical
officer of the provincial penitontiary. Young was born in Sarnia,
Canada West in 1847, and received his M.D. from Queen's University

b gelxirk Herald, 18.1.84 3/a. > Ivid., 29.8.8) 2/c.
6 csp é5/1881; osp 12/1882. " Seliirk Hersld, 1.11.8) 3/d.
8 _Ivid., 31.1.85, 3/d. ? February 18th was the

date of a proclamation by the Lieutenant-Governor; the actual date of
occupancy is taken from Dr. Young's Jowral (hercafter referred to as
YJ), entry for 20,2.85.

io Dggarture'dato taken from Manitoba, Pictorial and Blographical,
oc. cit.
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in 1871, In Jyne of that year he began his medical practice at
Lower Fort Garry, becoining immediately medical. officer at the
penitentiary. He supervised the transfer of the insane from

Stony Mountain to Lower Fort Garry in 1885, when he became
medical superintendent of the Manitoba Agylum, s post which he
held until 1912, His career was not without controversy; his
troubles with Warden Bedson have been noted above, and a more
serious charge was levelled against him in 1885. Joha Gunn, a
prominent citizen of St. Andrews parish complained of Young's
appointment to Sentator Schultz, who replied that "of course,,.
Lunatics in their asylum are purely matters of Provincial care
and if Young has the charge fn this way I can do nothing but if
the Dominion still controls I can & will object to their:being in
charge of such a drunken incompetent."llrhere seems no other ev-
idence of this charge; Young's journal and the length of his ser-
vice both suggest that one should consider the source of Schultz's
remark, and ignore it.

Though Young himself had virtually no formal experience
with lunatics, he had one experienced staff member: Miss McBride,
the matron, had occupied a similar position in the asylum at Lon-
don, Ontario. The matron's assistant, chief attendant, and bursar
were probably all local people or recent settlers -- they were
Miss Carrie Kennedy, George Black, and James Colcleugh respect-
ively.12 Young always had difficulties in retaining staff --
no doubt because of the nature of the institution. Carrie Kenn-
edy resigned in June, 1885, having served less than six months,
"her relations objecting to her remaining any longer.“l3 Young

e

10
12

Schultz to Gurn, 23.2.85, PAM: Guan Papers,
Selkirk Hérald, 21.2.85 2/d.

B yj, 13.5.8.
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even had trouble retaining washerwomen; they struck,"said the
work was too hard and the pay too small!, in April, 1885.lh
There was also a considerable turnover in mzle attendants, even

in the brief year spent at Lower:Fort Garry.

There was a good deal of diversity both in the type
of lunatics committed and in the mamner of their treatment. All,
hovwever, were committed in the same way. The allegedly insane
person was brought before a Justice of the Peace or bafore a
Police Court, where appropriate testimony concerning his state
of mind would be given by friends, neigﬁbours, witnesses to app-
arently insane acts, or by the patient himself. Then the patient
would be interviewed independently by two doctors. If they re-
ported in favour of committal to the asylun, a warrant was iss-
ued over the Lieutenant-Governor's signature, and the patient was
taken to Dr. Young. Discharge proceduvres were less exacting; in
fact bn at least one occasion an inmate of the psylum discharged
himself, Young remarked in his dairy, "As I wanted his wife to
take him home & he is quite fit to return [i;7 made no effort to
find him.15 Patients returning home or being otherwise discharged
without the superintegldent's full assuranqe that ‘they vere cured
wera usually released into ﬁhe custody of a friend or relative.
The cvstodian had to send Young fornightly reporta on the mental
and physical heaith of the patient; if such reports were not forth-
coming, vhe patient and his guardian forfelted the right of future
re~committal. in case of relapaeQ

- o g

W vy, 23.0.85.

15 YJ, 12.8.85; this procedure does not seem to have been in
comnon -~ it was still in use at Brandon Merntsl Hospital twenty

years later, with regard to a patient considered "well. enough
&t the time to take care of hiwself." Sec J.J. Anderson to D.
Young, 14.2.1908, ih Fyle No, 11, Medical Rocords, Selkirk
Asylun. (Hereafter reforred to as MR. ‘

16 See MR Fyle No. 1, probational bond for T.H.R. (Names of
patients are omitied from this report as their inclusion would
serve no use ul historical purpose. The exception is W.H. Jack~
son (Honoré Joseph Jaxon), whose case is a matter of public
record.




2) Ins Patients:

The asylum patients were as diverse as the penitentiary
prisoners had been before them. Initially, 28 men and eight women
comprized. the list of jumates sent from Stony Mountain and the
Winnipeg gaol to Lower Foit Garry's temporary atsylun[i'.'w Some were
evidently fairly mild in their disorders; many of these were dis-
charged during the course of the year spent at Lower Fort Garxjy.
Others, though badly deranged, were placid, such as Dr. O., who
simply lacked ambition and initiative, and did nothing of any con-
sequence except occasionally to play croquet.],'8 There was also a
good number of severely disturbed indi{iduals , notably two of the.
women, who according to Young's journal and their medical records,
conducted themselves totally without inhibitions, suffered delus-
ions, and had jdeas which it is beyond the scope of this study to
discuss. They were of many nationalities ¢- Italflans, French 'Can-
adians (probably métis), Icelanders, the usual quota from the Brit-
ish Isles, and a Danish seaman, who according to his own teigimony

Some .were undoubtediy from well-to-do~families and had been brought

had once comnanded a ship with 69 masts and 39 smokestacks.,

up well; one must shspect that meny of these had been sent o Man-
itoba in the hope that their condition would improve in the frontier
atmosphere, or at lecast that emigration would render their unsteady
conditions of less embarassment to their families than if they had
stayed at home, In other cases patients far from home enlisted the
sympathetic help of friends and relatives to.try to secure & releass
from the asylum and transportation hema. This was the case of a young

Ty, 20.2.85.

18 vy, 16.9.85.

9w, fyle Ko. 2.



53

Nova Scotian butcher whose only ambition was to be released and
sent back to Pictou County. This sublime favour vas denied him;
he died at 8elkirk some years later.

The greatest single disadvantage of Lower Fort Garry,
from Dr. Young's point of view, was the ease with whieh patients
could escabe. Some merely wandered around outside the enclosure:
one went "into the store and picked up an axe which she attEmbt-
ed to use in striking a visitor."zo Others fled over the walls,
usually only seeking a holiday. In such cases Young could only
-muster all the attendants he could spare and send them out to
search, while the Winnipeg police were notified by telephone.21
The escapes averaged about one per month, but only one patient
~-- Riel's former secretary William Henry Jackson ~— completely
avoided capture by fleeing to the United States. .

There were other disadvantages to Lower Fort Garry, most
of which stemmed from the restricted size of the grounds. "Patients
give a good deal of. trouble", Young wrote in April, 1885, "by going
into the Bursar's and my office and it is almost impossible for the
22-The close proximity of all types of
patients to each other representecd aﬁother drawback; "Continual -
fights show the necessity Sor haiing bettor arrangements for class—
ifying.“23 Perhaps the most bothersome problem of the restricted
facilities was the manner in which sexual problems were aggravated.
"Having the men and women in close proximity undoubtedly has a bad
effect on both", remarked Young, "and am frequently compelled to
keep the women inside when frequently they should be out."zh The

attendants to prevent them,"

vt S

20 I_&l, 'lO.h,85.
2 ltl, 11.8.85.
22

A

YJ, 1L.4.85.

B Y3, 27.h.85.

2h gy, Lhab.85.



Sk

amen were undaunted: “Saw him and M. walking over towsrds the fe-
male ward and sent Hill to look after them", Young wrohe on an-
other occasion?sof course some of the sexual problems were un-—
related to the patients' insanity, but simply reflected the fact
that men and women, many of them married, were confined for long
periods without sexual contacts. "A.K. still depressed when I
questioned her as to the cause she pointed to her genitals and
said che wanted something."26 Though conditions at the asylum
undoubtedly aggravated such complaints, many of them were in-
herent in the nature of such institutions.

The most famous inmate of the asylum at Lower Fort
Garry —- and its most famous escapee ~- was William Henry Jack-
son, self-styled as Honoré Joseph Jaxon, a secretary to Louis
Riel during the North West Rebellion of 1885, Unlike his "rebel
chief", Jackson was fortunate enough to be judged insane, and
was sent to Lower Fort Garry for safekeeping. His intelligence
and resourcefulness and the nature of events leading to his committal
all promised that he would be a most difficult patient.27 Jackson
had been tried for treason, but a trial of less than half an hour
saw him acquitted on grounds of insanity. He arrived at the Iower
Fort on August 14, 1885, in company with a North West Mounted Po-
liceman named Farmer. He was quartered in Ward 2 (second floor of
the penitentiary building), diagnosed by Young as not a confirmed

lwnatic, but "only a monomaniac, chiefly on religious subjects.“28

L e

25 y3, 20.4,.85.
2 vy, 25.5.85.
27

The best historical account and character sketch of Jackson

(1 have retained here the form of his name under vhich he was co-
mmitted) is Louis Blake Dugf's "Amazing Story of the Winghamite
‘Secretary of Louis Riel", Western Ontario History Nupgets (Series

# 22)., Duff's article combines elements of personal recollection
with some decent research; a copy of the article in typescript

is fyled with Jackson's medical records at Selkirk; MR, Fyle Ho. 46,
See also W.J.C. Chervinskl, "Honoré Joseph Jaxibn....", CHR XLVI,
No. 2 (June, 1965) pp. 122-33, for a scholarly discussion of Jackson
as a U.S. labour agitatov.
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e did not appear in Young's Journal for the first month of his
stay; he must have pondered escaping at this time, for his major

%= achievement, a letter to his femily, stated in part:

I believe the Dr. and most if not all of the attendants
would like to see me get away -~ but their position as
you are probably aware is a somewhal peculior one ~~ it
being a moot question not less among them than at Gov't
headquarters as to whelher, vhatever public advantages
might be derived from my liberation would not be more
than counter~balanced by private disadvantages to them-
selves.... Should I erdeavour to take French leave with-
out the Dr.'s certificate or permit, whatever attendant
last had the honor of seeing me might in his turn suffer29
loss of position without any compensatory advantage.

The commard of the English language shown in this letter is mbst
creditable, despite a hint of madness lurking somewhere behind.
The letter was cated Seplember.l9th, the same day on which Young

finally persuaded Jackson to breal a lL-day fast;so

For reasons best known to himself, Young made no imm~
ediate mention of Jackson's escape in his Journal.. According to
Cherwinski, the escape took place "two and a half months" after
Jackson was comuitted. Late in November people began calling to
collect Jackson's personal belongingsaB} Another story claims
that Jackson escaped Sunday, Novembef 2, by stealing a minister's
team and rig parked outlside the ﬁorb, and "did not stop till
he had crossed the United States border."32 Jackson was, of
course, never recaptured, and despite a prophesy by ons of Young's
contemporaries that "your conduct will create a big scandal"?3no
reprisals seem to have been haken.against the superintendent or

attendants,
28 Jackson to his family, 19.9.85, MR Fyle No. 46.
29 1o, 30 ¥y, 17.9.85, 19.9.85.
A1 : 32
YJ, 25.11.85. Winndpes Free Press,

Prairie Farmex, 30,1.%952; photocopy of a elipping, included in NHSS
Report No. 104, '

33

J.A. MacArthur to Young, telegrem, 10.11.85, MR Fyle No. 46.
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3) Medical. Services:

Young's asylum contained none of the relics of medieval
barbarism which one might expect to find in a ninetcenth-century
asydum. There were no devices for harsh physical restraint and
Young seems to have invoked force only in extreme cases.

S.P.'s language has becoms... bad and all other means of
restraining her failing have used a towel as a gag and

tho of only temporary value yet can be easily and fre-
quently applied without injury to her and with great re-
lief to all near her. 3b

This is the only recorded case in Young's journal of the use of
physical restraint. Patients who showed any reason at all -- and
sometimes those who didn't —- were.argued with and cajoled very
much as if they were recalcitrant children; the resulis were us-
uvally fairly good:

A.S..... ran into her own room screaming and swearing. I
then locked the door which seemed to exasperate her very
much, She threw her chamber pot at the door, smashing it
in pieces. / I_/ unlocked the door and took out &ll the
broken pieces of crockery & talked to her for a vhile ab-
out acting in such a way when she commenced to cry and 35
gradually quieted dowm.

Patients who did not respond to verbal persuasion were often
given sedatives of one sort or another. A number of these have
been identified through the obscurity of Young's execrable hand-
writing and his medical short-hand. They include wh13key3
morphine sulpnato37, potassium bromide and chloral (trichlor-
acetaldehyde)ss, and Hyocyamime.39 All these chemical sedatives
were administered with a hypodermic needle.

L T e )

oy, B.9.85 35 yj, 2.3.85.
36 YJ, 19.3.85, 37 YJ, 30.7.85.
38

YJ, 10.8.,85; the chemical forimlae for the three last-named
ave KBr, KI, and 0013CH0.

39 y3, 20.6.85. A1 sedatives (excopt whiskey) identified with
the assistance of the Encyclopedia Britannica, XJ edition.
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When patients misbchaved grossly they were sometimes
- obliged to suffer for their mistakes ~ one, for example, dest-
royed her bed and was for some time threafter obliged to sleep

40

on the floor.  This theory of punishment had draw-backs, since
Young was not prepared to carry it to the extreme of letting
patients go naked or hungry of they destroyed their clothes or
refused to eat. In the latter case a nasal feeding tube was

available, and it was used at least twlce at Lower Fort Garry.hl

There were of course other medical practices besides
mental care to be attended to., A scale was abailable, permitting
Young to record the weights of patients with eating problems.42
Jodoforn was kept on hand for cuts and minor :Ln.\‘.‘ec;t;iorxs.l'3 During
their stay at Lower Fort Garry, all the patients and attendants
were vaccinated by Young against smallpox.

4) Routine and Special Events:

The asylum at Lower Fort Garry had a relatively fixed
routine of activities, but of course there was no organized pro-
gram of works such as Bedson had operated with the penitentiary,
and a patient who sought for some infathomable reason to ignore
the daily routine would usually be allowed to go his way. There
vere constant efforts made to amuse or distract the patients with
botl: work and recreatlon. There is no fixed bed~time on record ---
considering the nature of the institutions patients were probably
permitted to stay in bed as long as they saw fit, but were encour-
aged to return there about dark -~ it is highly unlikely that they
vore left with candles or kerosene lamps. There is record of their
being sent to bed at. 7:30 one nighi, -~ their first night at Lower
Fort Garry -—- but.on special occasions they were known to stay

o, 2.8 M, 26-21.5.85.
l“2' X—‘l’ 21.”1.85' w 2:-8.-’ 19.7.85.

W See YJ, 11 to, 111,85,
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somewhat later. There is unfortunately no record of fixed mecal~

times.

Daily activities varied as ruch. with the deason as with
the whim of the individual patient. Some'activitiés $n which the
A6, digging a drainh7,'
and ploughing, planting, and tending a small. garden which in-
cluded celery, cabbage, cauliflower, and ’t.om:axt.oes.l’8

activities werc restricted to such things as sewinghg. Of course

men indulged included "wheeling barrows"

Women's

the vital or even the routine business of the institution was
not entrusted to the patients. However, Young recorded that "nearly
all the patients do some work, and if 'suitable employment could be

found could get a great deal done.“5o

Several special occasions took place during the stay of
Young's patients at Lower Fort Garry. Some were relatively regular
and prosaic, like the Saturday night bath; others were unplanned,
like the escapes; but there were two sorts of diversionary act-
ivity which were both.planned and encouraged -- religion and partying.
There was apparently no chaplain assigned to the asylum, for services
were performed at different times qyer_ﬁhe course of the year by the
following clepgynwn: Archdeacon Cowley, Rev. C.N, Martin of lMapleton,
Fr. Allard of Selkirk, Rev., A. Matheson of Iittle Britain, and Rev.
A.L. Fortin.sl On other occasions, when none of these holy men. app-
eared, approprlate passages were read from scripture by individuval

patients in their wards.sz On the rare occasions that the minister

.

8 YJ, 20.2.85, 46 Y, 27.2.85.
’*7 E, 6013'0850 ["8 E, 1.6.85.
¥y, 26.2.85. 0y, 27.2.85,
51

See YJ for those dutes: 8.,3.; 5.4e; 29.3.3 15.3; and 13.12.85,

2y, 1.3.85.
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visited in the morning, patients might spend the afternoon singing

hymns and reading scripture.Sé

Attendance at each of these ser-
vices was of course voluntary, but most of the patients seemed to
enjoy the diversion, except for one who "refuzed to go to Service

5l

and said it was all damned nonsense.!

The other diversion came in the form of various parties,
including,danées, énd, for the women, a weckly drive into Selkirk.
during good weather.5§ﬁThe parties were quite frequent, and included
- evening dances, sometimes with music provided by the attendants or
by the Selkirk Brass Band;s6 on another occasion the patients of
Ward 1.had a party of their own, to which they invited those of
Ward 2. One of the attendants played the violin and the evening
vas climaxed vhen the patients "read an address and bid good-bye
to Attendant Hill, who leaves tomorrow."57 The piéce de résistance
was the 25th of May, 1885, which was celebrated as the Queen's
Birthday:

We had various games and dances with music during the day.
"In evening those who wished went over to female ward and
danced from 7.p.m. till 9.p.m. Mr. C. made an oration, Mr.
C. and W, R.J. sang songs. Ice cream, cake and lemonade
being handed around they all retired after singing "God
Save the Queen" having enjoyed the evening very much.

58

Except when they were working or engaged in some sort
of group activity, the patients were quite free to come and go
as they wished within their own part of the fort. One wandered
around for days "making a large collection of nails, musket
balls, and other odds and ends he picks up in the yard."59 This

53 XJ, 19.4.85. Sk YJ, 26.7.85. There
is no record of where these services were held or what, if any,
religious material was available to the patients between Sundays;
shortly after the institution was established Archdeacon Cowley
promised to send the patients "some reading mstter." (Y3, 25.2.85.)"

55 Selkirk Herald 4.}.£5 3/b. 56 vy, 25.6.85.
5T y3, 30.4.85. 58 vy 25.5.85.
59

YJ, 13.5. 85.
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same patient also developed the habit of walking up to horses and
oxen -~ these animals were evidently allowed into the yard, which
suggests that the gate had been enlarged -- and thrusting' his
arm down: their throats.éo At times Young felt that the patients
were insufficiently supervised by their attendants:

Thru some misunderstarding the third flat patients have been
allowed to smoke after retiring & was only brought to my no-
tice by a report from Attd., Jones. The Chf. Attend. is resp-
pnsible for this he knowing and not reporting the fact to me.
A1l the attds. and night watch state they reported to him. I
have warned him not to take such responsibility upon himself61
again, 4 ‘

Apart from mixing of the sexes, patients were apparently allowed
to mingle freely amongst each other, except for those disposed to
violence, who were confined to their rooms during bad spells. In
this way they had the rudiments of a feeling of community with
each other, as the following excerpt shows:

T.C. told me he had called all the patients snd Attendants
together and made a speech and they had all consented to
appoint him to telegraph Sir Jno. A. Macdonald to form them
into a CompZ;qi7 to go and fight the rebels. He wanted me to 62
promise to send a telegram at .once on the fort line.

60
61
62

o XJ,725.3.85 and 30.3.85,
¥J, 16.11,85.
XJ, 13.4.85.
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V: GENERAJ, REMARKS ON RESTORATION

Recommendations respecﬁing'site developnent of'the pen-
itentiary-asylum complex would intrude upon questions of policy,
and consequently are beyond the immediate scope of this report.
The writer feels, however, that certain probleﬁs aiising directly -
out of the research will probably influence the direction which
final deciéions on restoration, interpretation, and display vill
taks; they should therefore be discussed briefly here.

The first prdblem is the diffigulty of trying to recreate
either the asylum or the penitentiary complex completely, either
on the sité, or vith a side medel or plan for display puarposes.
.Eéen without seeing the results of final archaeological work one
may be reasonably sure that much of the penitentiary complex will
remain a mystery. Full-scale restoration on the site seems out of
the question, but it may be desireable to attempt a display model
or plan. The ssme considerations hold true for the asylum.

The principal difficulti in interpreting the asylum is
one of taste. It would probably be difficult to go much beyond
a presentation of the medical side of the asylum without offend-
ing someone. In a private wonversation with the writer, one of
the guides at Lower Fort Garry described'the embarassient of atte
empting to explain an asylum to a class of students from a school.
fa the mentally handicapped. Since these tours do occasionally
come through, and the viesiting public have had experiences person-
ally or within their families involving psychiatric hospitals, the
3c6pe for originality and creativity'in interpreting the asylum
should be nil, Perhaps it can all be dealt with in the Doctor's Office.

Another problem relates to the lack of specific inform-
ation and artifact material on the penitentiary operations. A
restoration of wards, cells, and turn-keys' qﬁarters would to a
certain extent have to be based in iqterpolation, vhile the sel-
ection of materiais for an interpretive display is at the moment
even more limited. This could lead to a situvation such as that in
the south~west bastion, where in an otherwise excellent display,
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one photograph has been used four times in the space of a few hundred
square feed display area, with only minimal elterations qffected by
cropping and enlargement. The penitentiary complex, exclusive of

the underground cells, provides roughly 6,000 square feet display
space and somewhat less original material than was available for

the south-west bastion display.

One partial solution to this problem which might be con-
sidered is the reconstruction of cells on the second floor at
least -— this is sure to attract visitors -~ and the use of the
original "ward areas" as display space for interpretive material.
Some thought might equally be given.to restoring the third floor
as-a.turnkeys' flat, with rough 'convict-made' furniture and app-
ropriate amounts Of psnal hardware -~ ankle fetters, carbines and
the like -~ on display. It may or may not be thought tasteful to
refer to the suicide of Tom Slack on this floor of the penitentiary
building.

Sonie thought may also be given to using some of the avail-
able display space for small displays representing the Buildihg's
service to the HBC, British Avmy, provincial and federal govern-
ment, and the Motor Country Club. The Club made extensive use of
this building and if it were thought proper to conmemorate its
existence at the Fort, this would probably boe the appropriate
building for it.
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APPENDIX A

- The attached plan is taken from Robert Watson's 1928
publication, Lower Fori Garry, and is based in.the recollectiond
of people who lived and workéd at tha Fort in its declining ycars.
Tne map is by no means fully accurate or complete, but it is of
some usefulness. Watson's éomnents cover a number of the bulldings,
etcetera, connected with the penitentiary, and his remarks on the
institution, with cross-references to the map, are reprinted be-
low:

L North Gateway.

5 Wooden house, used by Dr. Young, the pirison doctor. Built
in 18685. Now used as a laundry.

6 Prisoners' yard. Formerly enclosed by high stockade.

7 Penitentiary and asylum. See page 43 for full description.
/Relevant material from pp. 43 ff. has been integrated into
the text of this report.

8 The remains of the oven built by the prisonors for the pur-
pose of baking their own bread. '

109 Prisonera! root house. Foundations still remain.

)1, Penitentiary stockade. At the north gate, outslde, are the
remains of the old penitentisry stockade, a number of posts
stil). showing above ground. This stockade. ran about 36 feob
out from the wall and east to within about 18 feel of the
east bastion (powder magazine). There was a ebrong wocden
gatevay to this stockade which was about 20 feet hign.

115 Entrance gate to prisoners' yard.

116 Prisoners' ice house. Foundations atill remain.

102 Vegetable Garden of penitentiary. Formerly enclosed by a
stockade.
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APPENDIX C

Letter from Commissioner _J. Wrigley to F. Holloway, clerrk in
charge of Lower Fort Garry at the time of the Lunatic Asylum.

(Letter dated 2/ December 188L)
Source: HBCA: B.303/C/2; Xerox copy from London Archives in
N.H.S.S. Report No. 295.

Dear Sir,

I have to inifora you that the Company has leased to
the Provinecial Governweni for one year from the 22nd inst.,
for the purpose of a Lunatic Asylum, such buildings and parts
of the enclosure of the Fort as ars shown in the acconpanying
sketchaplan, '

It is agreed that the Government at their expegse
repair the buildings and such other property leased to them;
and at the terminaticen of the tenancy such improvements as are
affixed to the freehold be left. _

It is also agreed that the Government at their ex~
pense erect a fenée, as marked in red on the accompanying sketch~
plan, in such a manner as will effectually prevent the possib-
ility of any of the inmates of the Asylum getting into the other
parts of the enclosurs of the Fert, and of any annoyance to
people visiting the Company's Store or to the Company's servants
inhabiting the Fort. This fence may bo removed by the Goverrument
at the termination of their tensncy. You will be good enough
to afford the Government every assistance in éarrying out their
plans, and at the same time you will take care that the prove
isions of the agreement are fully caxried out.

In.case of nead you will report,

I remin, dear sir,
Youxs truly,
J. Wrigloey.



apperdix ¢ continued (2)

. % .
- r,
- o Y AL S M .
B, e v s Ao 20 S0 foles wrgies o masras L somace Lo 2 ran . o
PRI A-sairairhest yair PR a4+ et AR AP TSI E SR S8 DL o

PV P et 0 S BRI e S o

. ")
71 “:’/J/P?ﬁ'}/’ *
o

_/

N

oo Bwes e v -

WERLORT
Z/Q/// '

Loy
coud

SRETCH LEALS or

Lawr/

Plan showing the prop'oséd éegregatic;n :

‘.
yav s,

[] L
ho\{'ay .
be enlarged

Ca

~ of the Manitoba Asylum from the remain-
der of Léwer Fort Garry, 22 Dec. 1884

]
}
H
:
!
}
s '-" & ‘. . ..
!
t
i
'
-

$ Y
-
_—
Cie

<
.'5}

T RRUseas

@..

IS Ko
ey
| Proposed Patisade

N\ |
U

N HXIYITS .. oL Q\o@ﬂ.; Ly .. 4

i - e B s e tee et ey e



69
APPENDIX D

In 1873 construction began on a new common gaol in

Winnipeg, and it opened in March, 1€74. Some of the dimensions
of this building and its equipment are cited here; though they
may not necessarily be aceurate information on the other $n-
stitution (at Stone Fort) they may be of some use as comparat-—
ive material,

Source: quort of the Department of Public Works for the Prov-

ince of Manitoba from 1870 to 30th June, 1874.

PP. 11l-15:

13th:

IL4th:

42nd

43rd:

Lith:

Cell doors are 18 inches wide, with a ventilator of 10
inches by 10 inches,

Wards are 12 feet by 4O feet and contain ten cells each.
Wards of."12 feet by 24 feet contain six cells.

The stockade is 14 feet high from ground level, and each
post is sunk 8 feet below the surface, the wh6le secure-
ly braced and pegged together, on mud sills twelve feet’
long.

The length of the stockade is 4Ol feet, and there are 32
plants sig/between each post. There are four girths of
6" x T oak timber, to which the planking is nailed, and
all Joists are battened with a three inch wide batten.

The planks used in the stockade are 16 feet long, 3 inches
thick, of oak lumber, and there is about two fest of the
planking sunk in the ground.
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APPENDIX B

THZ ARCHITECTURZ Of LOWER FORT GARRY

AT TEE TIME OF THE NORTHEAN DEPARTMENT COUNCIL

JUNE- L8LE | b 2 . 3

EXCERPTS, relating to the Penitentiary’or."Warchouse" building.

Peter Cameron,
‘Museology Section,
National Historic Sives.
Septendber 1904
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The exterior of the WuPbLQUUb nas remainea wmuch the
same as it was when che oaxldlng wus compleled except thatl

ona of the front doors has been filled in anc some devails

" have been changed on Ulie north elevavion.

a) South flevation

The two chimneys, three dormers and six second story
vindows are visible ian iinlay drawings (illustrations'5
and 6). A Hime photograoh (iJluvtrution G) shows this
elevation very clear]y anu indicates that nhe ‘second door
wasn't falled in. unLil much laLer wnen the warehou e was
used as a penitentiary.
b) Zast Elevation

The upper part of .the elevatlon is v151ble in a Finlay.

drawing (illustration 9). ‘A hlme photograph (1llustrat1un

'9) shows all of it clearly.

¢) 'North blevatlon |

Illustratlon ll'shows the upper part of this elevatioa-
that it has two qormers and two upgper story windows. It
is possible tnat the pamntlng is 1nnaccuraue, but provably
the east wzndow was changed to aAdoon only after tne second
floor oi' the warehouse DUlldln” vwas used by a large numver
of people ~ eg.when it was used as a barracks during tne
stay of the Sixth Regiment, or-as'a penitentiary froa 1870

until 1877. (The steps coming down from this later door

"have since disappeared.)

"There is now early evidence for vhe lower part. of tnis
elevation although perhaps close examlnatlon of the stone-

work would indicate any alterations.

A ')
I 1o
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¢; “est Blevation

A Pinlay. drawing (illustration L) shows most oi this

elevation.

Notes on the Plans

Plan 1. Tﬁis is redrawn from the engipeers' plan
(58-1L) of Lower rort Gafry. The redrawing was necessary .
to show the second door.

Plaﬁ 2. Traced irou the engineers' plan.

Plan ‘3. A xevoxed copy oi the engineers pian, wita
the outlines darkened.

Plan-b; Redrawn from the engineers' plan. The re-
drawing was necessary because the engineers"plan inex-
plicably included an extra dorner.‘ A serles of photograpns
show.that the dormer doeon't exist now and never de exist.
In addition, the door had to be changed to a window to
correspond to illustration l].

Pian 5. A xeroxed copy from the engineers' plan with
the outlines darkened;

Plan &. Redrawn from the englneers' plan. Ihis wus
necessary to show the door, seqled up in the prebenu build-
ing. <curthermore the engineurs havg forgotten one of the
'Windoms.

| Plén 7. A xeroxed copy of the enwmnecrs' plan witn
nhe outlines darkened. (The qketchy writanw was added to'
the engineers! plan later.)

Plan &. Sams comments as for plan 7.

02

C.o



Ths YARSHOUSE cont'd

Notes on the Plans

Plan 9. Redrawn from the engineers plan to eliminate.

the spurious third dormer.

‘Plan 10. A xeroxed copy from the engineerg' plan.
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APPENDIX F

Selected orders dvom the daily order books of the Manitoba Pen-
itentiary, 1874-1875.

Warden Samuel L. Bedson issued specific orders to
his’ turnkeys and stevard every day of the week and kept copiles
of these orders -- up to ten per day = in a number of bound
folio volumes. These orders, of which the following are a very -
lirdted sample, are preserved at Stony Mountain Penitentiary in
Manitoba.

L, November 1874:

¥hen turnkeys are in charge of prisoners working outside I have

noticed on several occasions that the prisoners turn their heads
and look round at any thing wvhich may catch their eye or ear.

If I find no notice taken by turnkey I will punish such turnkey

instead of the prisoner,

9.November 187

Convict La Roque will be paraded at 7 a.m. for corporal punish-
ment in yard tomorrow. ALl turnkeys and doctor to be present,
except one turnkey on duty in each ward and one at door.

21, November 187l:
In future convicts will shave on Sundays from 8 to 10-30 a.m,

8 December )87L:

Tne Head Turnkey will in futwre sce that the Ball is raised at
dusk which will be from 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. and that all turnkeys
.with conviets will retwrn from their work. Convicts to be locked
up in their respective cells until bell rings for locking up.

12 Decenber 1874:

Turnkeys when bringing in thefr group of convicts must not un-
sling their carabines until such time as their convicts are
safely placed in their cells or in the wards.

18 December -1.87):

During the excitement of the cowning electiona no officer of the
prison will on any pretext whatever be about or enter into any
saloon or tavern, under a penalty of instani disuissal and fine
not exceeding the month's pay.
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appendix £ continued (2)

23 June 1875:
No officer having convicts in charge should for an instant lose
sight of them and b2 not further than 20 paces from hie gang.

2 July 1875:

Turnksys in future must not permit strangers to loiter about
convicis when at work. 20 yards ab least must intervene between
the former and the latter.

31 July 1875: :

The meals will in future be laid on the different tables in each
ward five minutes before the bell rings for meals. The Steward
will superintend each table. The cook and assistant to Steward
will lay the different class meals at the proper place of each
convict sitting at tabde, each convict to always oceupy the same
place. When a Convict i= deprived of his supper, it will be laid
by Steward as usuzl, and after all Convicts sit down to table
'such supper will be renioved from such convict by the Head Tura-
key and given over to Stowaird.

Turnkeys bringing in convicts from work will march them ﬁo their
places at the different tables and when in position will give the
Command "SIT" when they will be seated to their individual meals.

11 August 1875:

Turnkeys must pay more attention to Warden when ever he happens
to pass by a gang of convicts when within about 20 paces the
officers should call his gang to "“Attehtion".

1 September 1875:

Turakeys when calling each other in the presence or hearing of
convicts will do so as Mr. or Turnkey so-znd-go and not as at
present only using the surnene.
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 PROCLAMATION,

" PROCLAMATION.

Jaxes O. A1KINs, |

PROCLAMATION,
"CA\'AD,\-—PRO\'I\'(;P OF I\'Ln'rron.\.

Vicroria, by the Grace of God of

. the United® Kingdom of

" (L8] Great Britain and Iroland,

) Queen, Defender of tho
I'alth cle,, ote., ote.

, Toall to whom these preseuts
shall come,—

GREETING :

L. W. Courrie, ) }
Deputy-Attorney-Creneral.
Whereas suitable buildings have

been prepared ot Lower Fort Ga\'r)'
in the Parish of St. Andrews and
County of Lisgar in this Provines,
for tha tempou.n') nccommodnhon.
care, keeping and maintaining of
lmmhcs. xdnot.,, and poraons of
unsound mind within the l’rovmco
of Manitoba.

JAMES 0 AJKh\S.

PROCLAMATI ON

C}.."A'D).-PROVH\CE DE M/m'ron R

VIC'L'ORIA. par la Grice do Dian,
Reine du Royaume-Uni
[LS] de la Grande-Bretagne et
d'Irlande, Défensenr de la

I'oi, etc., etc., ete.

A tous ceux auxquels les pré-
scntes parviendront,—
. . S,u.n'r:

L. W. CouTLE, }
"Député-Irocurenr-Géndral,
Attondu’que des bitisses conve-

nables ont ¢té¢ prépavées d Lower

Fort Garry, dans la Pavoisse do St.

Andrews, .Comté de Lisgar, dans,

cette I’m\mu,, pour l"l»commoda-
tion tomporam. lo soin, lo main-
tien ot Tentrotion des lunatiques,
des idiots et des insensés do la
Provinco de Manitoba.
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Now Kyow Ye, thai by and;  SaCHEZ MAINTENANT, @Re parn
with the advice and conseiit of Qur, de Pavis et Qa consentenaent ae
Exeewdive Couneil of Our Provinee ! Notre Consail Jundeutil

HY

Cde Notve
of Maniloby, andl. in virtae of the Province de Manitoba, «f qgu'en
provisions of Chapter 38 ol the! verlw des dispositions dw Chapilia
Consolidated Ntatuies of Munitoba: 38 des Statats lefondus de Mani-
and of Chapter 15 of tho Statules | toba, et du Chapitve 15 des Statuis
of Manitoba, passed {n the 46th!de Maniteba passés dans les J0éras
and -47th years of Iler Majesty'sict 47dme aunfes du rigne de Sa
Reigu, and of all other power in us; Majesté, et quen vertu de lout
vested, We do hereby proclaim and i autve pouveir & Nows con five, Nows
declare the temporary buildingsiproclamons ‘par los présentes ot
which have been so completed and | dézlavons que les Bdilices terapo-
prepared as aloresaid at Lower raives qui oat &té ainsi compléids
Tort Gavry, to be the ILumatic:et prépards comimne susdit i Lower
Asylum for ths Provinee of Mani- Tort Garry, sevont I'Asile des Alic-
toba, and do hereby appoint Wed-inés de la Provinee de Maniioba. et
nesday, the eighteenth day of: Nous fixons par Jes présentes Mer-
Yebruary instant as the day when }eredi, lo dix-huititme jour do ¥é-
the same shall open for the recep-) vrier courant, coinine le jour oft les
tion of Innatics, idiots and persons ; dites bittisses sevont onvertes pour
of unsound mind, and from and;recevoir les lnnatigues, les idiots et
“after the date last aforesaid, all!les insensts, et & la et & partir de
persons now confined under com-ila date susdite, tontes les personnes
mitment for lnuacy, idiocy, or for maintenant, détenues sows préven-
unsound miné, or herealler com- | tion d'imbéceillité, folic et idiotisine,
mitied to confinement for ihe)on qui seront eci-aprés soumises i
causes as aforesaid shall be confined i détention, pour les -causes susdites

i
0
e

Mo

at the said temporary asylum’ at
Lower Fort Garry aforesaid under
the provisions of the acts herein
above in part vecited.” ‘

“

IN TesriMony Winenikor, Wehave
© L caused these Our Letters to be
made Patent, and the Great
Seal of Our, Province of Ma-
“nitoba to bo heveunto affixed.

SWresess Our Tinsty and Well- .

“Beloved, the Ilonorable Jomes
«Cox Aikins, Lieutenant-Crov-
ernor of Our said Province of:
Manitoba, Member of Ouwr!

“Privy Council for Canady, ete.

At Our Government ITouse, in Our
' City: of Winnipes, this Four-:
teenth diy - of the month of:
JFebruary, in the year of Our!
Lord, one thousand eight hun-|

2y . N ot
cdred and cighty-five aud in!

®ann

. tho forty-cighth of Our Reigu.!:

L

By C.omma\ud.

.
.

HE T A

ST DI WILSON.
#v.n o Provineial Secrotary,
I L TP ‘

vy
. " .

soront délennes dans le (it esile
temporaive & Lower Love Garry
susdit, en ‘verin des disvositions
des actes ci-dessus mentionnés,

‘ "’ -

X Fot pe Quot, Nous avens falt
rendrve Nos Présentes Leit
Patentes, ot & icelles falt appo-
sor lo Goand Scean de Noive
Province de Manitoba. TEMo1N
Notre. IMidsle et Bien-Aime
I'Houvorable James Cox Aikins
Tieutenant = Gouvernenr de
Notire dite Province de Mani-
toba, Membre de Notre Conseil
Privé pour le Canala, elc, oic.

"»,

P

0%

.

A Noraw Istel du Gouvernement
~en Notre Citdé de Winnipeg, vo
quatorzidme jour de YFovrier,
. dans l'année de Notre Svigumeus
il huit  cent guatve-vingi-
cing, et de Noirs Régue

- quarante-huitidme,

!:s

Par ordra

.
w g 8

DI WILSON,
- o Seerétaive-Teovineinl,

Peinted by GRDAON XI(‘;URI)l’..\\',‘. Pslntee to the Queents Moet Excellent Maleaty, Winaipeg,
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Siex Revont, Manitoba Penilentiavy, from 1st Janunary to 81st December,
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appendix h, continued

39 Victoria, Sessional Papers (No,.14.) . R

Revury showing the Movements of Prisonors in Manitoba Yenitentiary -

from Jaunary 1

st to December 81st, 1876.

b oot et Y R N £y a ag e T T LT I T TR I T  TIT Lomey
Common Prisoners. Convicts.
D?slribmion. J . s Remacks
I - B I O A - I
: =2 B - - B A .
Remaining 31st Dec., 1874 ..., 4 4 18 18
Adwissions ssenee 16 16 8 6
Total 20 | 20 | 24 Jeoreesrns] 24
Discharged by expiration of sentence.vnn] 18 o] 15 3 luwwss | 3 ] ®4 Lunatics.
ESC‘\PU( sensnne e 000000 0ute00 00NNt Boast 1 1
Panloned . 1 1
ied weene CLURTTITNY 2 2
To‘a‘ . LILLIL) » LITIL LY ls ALTTILLL LS 15 1 1 '
Remai.'\ing 3ist Dec., 18?5....-."".{-...-m.m ®3  esarersee ] 17 17
: .- J.L BEDSON. . .
iy v v .. =y

o RETURN of Value of Labor performed in the Manitoba Penitentiary from
3 January 1st to December 81st, 1875, )
.‘3 sTEmmTmES=== : g.,___.___.
i ‘ '
-8 i Number . .
3 Description of Labor, D:;'s' Rate. Total, " Remarks,
i ' Work, o
j: . ~eents, $ ets.
Repairing Clothing weoven R 318 50 189 00
; Orderiies in Wareds ... 914 ho 457 00
: Stewadd’s Assistant .., 865 60 163 &0
. Bukiny cismssswoosvivion wh o | 18250
. GUORIOY cvvsnrnsess von 365 60 182 50
Washing  eecoenen 104 o) $2 00
Creprnterd el 48 0 | 2400
Deain layiug 039 v 469 50
. FEED L T P T T I 626 ()] 313 00
Oteers’ Cottages, " sonsn 20 &0 363 00
/ . 152,415 00
o —— - ) ( " o A s ASS S A Sr——— K b
. e * - J. L. BEDSON.
4 ' 144 . I
.
et
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‘Rerury showing swmmary of Punishments inflicted in the Manitoba i
© DPeniteniiary during the Year 1875, i}
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apperdix h, continued

o o

" A 1876

Sessional Papors (No.14.)

SioryariNg DevaremeNt, Maniloba Penitentiary, in account with ‘
Dominion of Canada, from March 26ih to December 31st, 1875, :
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REZCRN showing the number of days remission of sentence earned by

Convicts confined in Manitoba Penitentiary, frora .1st Jannary to 31st |

Decomber, 1875,
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Cruvixt b..uhlw.«\ Rotuen of Prisoners in the Manitoba l’omtu\lx.w) from 1st

Jmmm to dlst Dwon\lwv 1876,
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40 Vicloria, Sessional Papers (No. 15,) . A, 1877

Revvuy showing tho Movemonts of Prisoners in Manitohba Penitentinvy  flom
Ist Janniwey to 3lst December, 1876, -

; e e b ¢ e e —— ‘.
|
} Prisancis.
' Distribution. Rewarks,
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J. L. BEDSOX,

Sigrned)
% Warden.

Lower Forr Garry, ' ;
Gth Januavy, 1877.
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Rrrunx showing diforont Offences committal by Convicts in the Manitoba Poui.
tontiary, from 1st Januavy to 31st Decomber, 1876, :
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o Warden.

Lower Fonr G.\nu\',' ,
Januavy Gth, 1877,
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Reveny showing summary of Panislments inflicted_upon Conviets in Manitoba
Pounitentiavy from Ist Jannary to 31st Decomber, 18706,
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3.'L. BEDSON,

Tower Forr Ganny,
January Gth, 1877,
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Iereexy showing the number of days' remission of sontonco earned Ly Conviels

confined in Manitoba Penitentiavy from Ist January to 31st Decembor, 1876,

Number s
Year. o ' Remarks,
days earned. .o
January 1st to December 31st, 1876..u. -’y . 200 o o s _',.-':,
. . (Signod) J. .. BEDSON.
i, : A U Warden.
LowEkw rort GARRY, : : ¥

January Gth, 1877,
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2e7¢ny of Convicts committed during the year to Manitoba Penitontiary who have
sorved terms in other Ponitentiarios, '
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Nawo, Sentanes Remarks.
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(Signed) . J. L. BEDSON,
el ‘ ' S T Warden,
Towzer Forr Ganny, - % 5" ‘ Ll e

© January Gth, 1877, : _ e '
: 184

(Signed) Warden. .
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. 40 Victoria, Sessional Papers (No.16.) A, 1877
- Rrerveny showing Valuo of Unproductivo Labour performed by Conviets in Manitoba
Peuitontinry, from JSanuary 1st to December 1st, 1876, .
R Num) :
WWIBLCH Ratapor | Total !
Deseriptlon of Labour. D:ys. D M!- Eaemual, Remacks. .
b .
' $ ctsl 0§ cta
Repairing clothesue cueesnennsnnsssonasensineisns 310 0 50 155 09
‘Ward orderlics soense %32 0 50 365 09
Washing clothes and bedding weensee serssnsssasase: 104] © 080 52 00 . .
(\[}) in“-unnu-n 000000000 000000 00N00N EPIONN LOINIL BNIN 366 0 69 183 00 . 5
: Bﬂki“g.-nuuuo $00000000 0B00000s EIIENNTIIORE SRTINNLINNNN 000000 203 0 60 104 00 & A'
. Cutting wood e sesene G2 0 6o 316-00
Hauling wood s winie 161 0 50 80 50 )
Denwing water .. 161 050 80 50 .
Cleaning {wison Yard o oo 310 0 60 155 00 -
Cleaning Turnkey's quarters o 62 0 50 25 00
Steward’s Assiatunte.. v 3955, 050 162 60 o
Cncpentering o o 230 . 060 115 00
Root house... 5] -- 0650 7 50
Garden ... 145 0 50 12 50 s
. Repairing oven [ 0 50 3 00 .
l Cleaning out latrine, drains and well o 48 0 60 2400} % &
1 Cleaning chimaics aud stove Pipesaeec s wons 10 0 50 5 00
- 1,922.00 | ° o
. kK
" J. L. BEDSOX,

Yowrr ForT GARRY,
" )

Janugry Gth, 187%,
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Reruny of Prisonors who Diod in Manitoba Penitentiavy during tho Year 1876,
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.- (Signed) - DANID YOUNG, M.D.._‘
; . L Swrgeon, .
Lowen Foxr GAnrry, . : w % L
Jaouavy Gth, 1877, : .
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Sessional Papers (No. 15,)

A b e e et .

A. 1877
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l.'\'l R\ ¢ Cases I ru.uo\l v Wospital of Manitoba ]’omtonh.w ;, from Jmumy Ist
to Docembwe Ylut, 1856
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_ (Signed)
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" DAVID YOUNG,

v .[mw).u T' ont Ganny, - - . - T o
- Januqary bth, 187, - ;
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. . Expenditure., Armount. . Produce. s Quantity. Price. [ Amcunt. !
" : . ] ) . ) H
. i ) o ) |
. 1
$ cts . S cts. cts. |
145 Jays’ lnbour at 59 cents. %2 50 '[Benns, French, In pode cecccscscssccoees seee b BT YUALES. cecevne-eereessosessens 0 03 2 85 !
GRrdeD SC0AS.c ecneces concrices cososecen st0ce  sconseceseas 26 90 !{Beans, Windsor, y 18 0 orsssomenevsossivnsnvines 005 9 90
12 canvas seed bags 3 60 1 Beets. I casess 03 Hon |
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- do . evece 025 11 33
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Cauliflowers......: casssesd 015 4% 5
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Baraxce Sheot showing Expenditure on, and Produce from, Prison Garden, Manitoba P.onitenﬁ:u-y, for the Year 1876.
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40 Vicloria,

o

‘Scssionu\ Papera (No, 15.)

) aests e €14 catus aate

Suoraarine Devanraesy, Magitoba Penitentiary, in account with tho Dominion of

Conauin, from Jannary 1st to Decomber $1st, 1876,

De.

ST a4 Lo e o iy - T

Cr..

’ s euc_

S ets,

A. 1877

4 e i et s Go o — e & o & po -

Qo cost of Mn\(\‘rinla...........-'.... ssesinane

23359 Dy

2 povies 1acod Wootsusenneesensssersssons
17 piirs ankIe bOots wesesessearesssssasf

12 60
42 50

65 pavirs Oxtord shOeS ovesses secessens

o

100

«

.~ Balance 10 Oturvnnisecsnnenns

Prison Work sececsesessssnsescarserssusnee
Private Workeeeeeeconnnsrenioe sonssess

Materinls and tools on hand.seeees

67 02}
€ 14
%9 85

450 51}

© ..+ BOOTS AND SHOES REMAINING ON IAND, DECFMBER 3lst, 1876.

1 pair laced bLoots, at $6.00.
. 45 pairs Wellington boots, at $3.00.sew secesarse ssrane
69 pairs Blucher boots, At 52.50,0.ceesve0 00
4‘ pﬂ‘r& Oxfm’d ‘l‘o@‘, nt $3.50m..m. LOYYYTTI

‘o

$ cta,
¢ 00

LR P

- . Lower Forr Garwy,

January Gth, 1875, -

[ 4 .

U (signed) + L L

135 60
147 60
143 50

e s e

432 00

BEDSON, N
. ’ $ Wardm- .

 SraTrMEN? showing Rovenue of Manitoba Penitentiavy for tho year ending Juno
’ 30th, 1876.

' =<

D¢,

Cr. .

S. §ts.

To Deposit in Qatario Bank to credit
- oof .tho Hon. tho Receiver-Gieneral...,

s Gp s

344 G2

By Shoo Shop, convict Jabour, &cuues

.

344 62

344 62

Sk D Lo (Signed) . ST BEDSON,

e . TWarden.
. Lowrr Fort GARny, B N -
o ", January Gth, 1877, <. ,
L 168

-
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40 Viclovia. . Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1871
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Account of Munitoba Ponitentiacy for the Yeur onding 30th Juno, 1876,

.
[ o e X OO Ok = T R I R LT TR TR - rrdainn et Sty
. .

D, ' $ cts, “ . on S s,
l .

|
] .

To Amount of vote for year 1875-7¢ iy Expemditure, vintes .

a3 pes Eslinmt‘es...... pelboimimaion. 217,000 60 Rabions, cssveses svsnsssnrsonsnsnendnnnnae] 4,227 5L

. . . o l . Fuel nnd Bghtoi e 3,651 45

l. Clothing untt Ledding wos v 917 34

onsemsessnnns sasenssenned| . 130 03

o sesrasevaeesen sresenie 193 24

Stationery ..

L. Furnishinga oo snsnscess sosnnssesennnes 933 51
T . l Cleaningeeses. svannvstssnrascoasssane 233 95
) " P Baildingaiien cnannineiins i . 457 51
R | Utensils And 100k uiieiiene sesnennne 193 81
R I I WRshing covennnienmsens svesinneg venesaase 135 o1
2T Printing.i. ........................I 15¢ 78
M )
.. C e ‘ Hackamith ,

A C0iluring vevees sesvssssvens sarsennnensel -~ 381 30
LW Medical attendanee e oo 3L 00
| oL BT, Medical corforts.ne wens 217 98

33 0
919 %9

) Ln A Mileage ullowanee, and :
. C i to discharged conviets ... 300 47
) PP, Stables. 5 25

? Gardetnne 16 23

Postagre e7 53

Freight ... ™25

e B TUiRE AN 01 wervmers 26 0
L I o TR T Roman Cntkolic chn 2 60
- BT Fe e 0 Nenl wd i i o ATDIOURY versnr 1425
T T IPT- TA LPY Coatiogencics o 135 00
DR L S Rt IR ‘Bxperses, G, M
L P Yisitinga. s . 169 04
SAlAries eveesercesesnsenes ool 5,800 63
. ' _ Balaacs wuvessenens] 6,538 12
21,000 00 ¢ o® - 27,000 00
. % tie . ‘e - ) o % X " N
Uiy e (Sigaed) [ CJ. L. BEDSON,
AT I N - A Warden,
4 ..- 2 : e L g
r . " ’
R RS - A
. .. ' - ' *
. . % ":.‘ "'\ ) :; )
.".
: . .
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2"y “hn;m iy of om ers ol‘ Manitola Penitenti: \ry, Lower Fort (-m'rv, .,OU: I)c(-embcr, 18%6.

S i E‘I
— - = . - ———e— i s 1 i

. T SRS ; | B

. . . W here forn, ; . ; Coad :

N . - > i

3 C ’ ; " Pelitan Date of  ; Salarvyper ; ageles &

Rank. Nanwe, Age. : - Religion. Appointment. : nanur. E, Eﬂi:i::;‘l er. E

. Town. Country. [ i :

S . 3 : i

= 1 - o i ee

) ; y Yrs. w . i » S et :'
ALY ur.!rn sosase Samue? L. R«c'mn cocosvanef St Pc’!ev......... England ... (‘hnrch ot Engiand..;22rd Jlny, 1871...; ' 1,460 o0 ! H

- Hend Guand v ceceeteanee « Miehael W. Sheehan.. 2 Londn el 0 cceeen |Qunker socmzren cossesse Sth July, 1476 ... ! Can 00 .
" Aesountant ang Storckeeper'Georsee B Adshendot 99 [Mneclesficll.]  de - {Clierel o. Englando 1th My, 19740, LSUNTD) .
S2ewned cocececees ..................'J!unt-q:n-- MR cvevrne poeee] 25 Aliceniweod o] do ... ...L!.'xh Feh, lS..n...‘ <Ry 0N :
Gate Koot oveeessesemenense P WHILS covnccnc isncren| 351G Tsgtow cliSentinnd ... [ Preshy h.rw.n o csnemnen i 1L July, 1572..0 4990 O i
Duy bur.!"l rvecsacase cosavoseaseese DutTiR Lxﬂlv ceessenesteamns | 25 [ Murshtiel .o Fe aland weesiRonuan Catholic ...... 'Bth June, 1875 ...I X0 OO :
de cenremseranensn seeee | F0E0E D, MeDonell munee.] 20 |PL Fortune.!Carnda ...} do ee 1219 Sept., T376.) L5000 | :
) \lvnt Guanl N ..........'3 fchiael Wagner seccceeee | 47 [Minelie .....Daviris ...t do —— ~:."..h Sept., 1875. ECUN :
¥ coosstanese ob sosesses’ IENTY WALKOE e eererms meene] 30 | Manchiester - Laginnd ....;«Church ef England../z1st Oct., 1876%..., 30 O 7
___l.css‘-ngcr covesors sessnsssnmrecons AMULT MeCUNNCK wreee] 28 [L00AON crere. [ORUNAN coruee[WESICYNN ereevene aeene |25tk Sept., 187 6.| 240 4 ,Z
S , =i, o L. ™ i
i

. > LS ¢ . :

2 il (Signed) 3. T. DEDSON, I

: . - . » . . . - .t . '

: ; : i H’ardm. i

Iower Fort Ganny, Junuary 6th, 1877, : i
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Penitentiary Comp_.x, Lower Fort Garry [c. 1876]
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Feritentiary Building, Lowei: Fort Garry. North view. [c. 1935]



