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1. 

3:.PREPACK 

Thi3 report was prepared under explicit instructions 

to describe everything; connected with the Penitentiary Build­

ing at Lower Port Garry. Consequently it embodies no sense of 

balance, organisation or'selection other than that naturally 

growing out of the primary and secondary source materials con­

sulted. It includes much material which would be considered ex­

traneous to either a purely historical or a purely structural 

study. 

The material consulted was weighted heavily towards 

the procedural and administrative aspects of the history of Man­

itoba's first penitentiaiy and first lunatic asylumj the struc­

tural material is rather disappointing in its limitations. Where 

possible, structural matters havo been inferred or interpolated 

on the basis of administrative correspondence, but virtually all 

:the materials on which this report are based were written in the 

1870's on the assumption that the reader either knew or did not 

need to know the physical layout of the buildings involved. How­

ever, a certain amount of structural data is available and has 

been collected in the second chapter. The remainder of the report 

provides insights into a variety of topics, including dominion-

provincial relations, biographical material on a couple of prom­

inent Manitobans, and insights into late nineteenth-century con­

cepts of prison and asylum management. 

A number of documents have been placed in appendices: 

these are primarily excerpts from reports already on file in the 

records room, Research Divison, National Historic Sitos Service. 

They also include statistical tables which could not conveniently 

be integrated into tho text. 

15 July, 1970 
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IJ GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

The role of Lower Fort Garry during the two decades 

after Confederation changed swiftly and dramatically as the Hud­

son's Bay Company altered its arrangements for supplying and pro­

visioning the fur trade of the Northern Department. As farming 

increased in the province of Manitoba, the agricultural estab­

lishment at the Lower Fort became redundant. The improvement of 

steam navigation on the Saskatchewan, and the total abdndonment 

of York Factory as a depot in the 1870's altered transportation 

arrangements drastically. In 1877 the Countess of Dufferin arr­

ived — a little steam locomotive strapped to a barge behind a 

steamboat — and when rails soon connected Winnipeg to Selkirk 

the head of navigation was quickly moved from Lower Fort Garry 

to Old Colvile Landing. The buffalo herds, decimated, fled fur­

ther and,further west snd the annual hunt for pemmican and robes 

went tvith them. The commercial and economic importance of the 

old Red River Settlement grew, but the old activities of the 

Hudson's Bay Company in the region declined drastically. Upper 

and Lower Fort Garry, previously rivals for preeminence in the 

Red River trade, both experienced a rapid decline in importance 

and activity. 

At the time of Confederation in 1870, Upper Fort Garry 

had but 12 years existence remaining. Passing time and crumbling 

masonry left it with "a decided air of ruin and neglects and in 

1882 an urban planner with a passion for straight streets found 

the old fort astride the projected path of Main Street, He was 

apparently unmoved by sentiment, and Lower Fort Garry, was left as 

1 Diary of M. Boll Irvino, entry for 2A.8.70. PAC: m 29 P 29, 
p. 120. 
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the only surviving fur trade post on the Red River inside Manitoba. 

By a combination of circumstances, the Lower Fort fared somewhat 

better than its companion at the Forks, The rural charm and peace 

and quiet which had attracted Simpson to the site throughout the 

1830's and 1840's still lingered, and successive senior officers 

of the Company continued to base their activities at the Forks 

but to use Stone Fort as a quiet week-end retreat or even as a 

summer home. Another aspect of the site commended Lower Fort 

Garry to the Company authorities — the old buildings, though 

no longer needed for the fur and provision trades, were cer­

tainly not useless. They were well suited to the temporary needs 

of a young province for public institutional buildings. The char­

acter of the Fort and its site lai'gely dictated what sort of in­

stitutions it should host; while Upper Fort Garry housed the lieut­

enant Governor through much of the 'seventies, the Lower Fort's 

isolation from the main area of development made it an ideal site 

for a penitentiary and, later, a lunatic asylum. 

For each of these august institutions, the north side 

of the fort was reserved. The Big H0use continued as the Company 

officers' quarters and so long as the post remained open, one or 

other of the two saleshop buildings along the south wall continued 

to provide retail services for the neighbourhood. So the choice of 

a penitentiary building was obvious. The structure usually referred 

2 

to as the penitentiary building or "guard house" , the stone ware­

house on the north wall which is virtually a twin of the furloft 

building, had long been associated with functions which declined 

in the five years aftor Confederation. So the Hudson's Bay Company 

had excess facilities in the form, of a solid stone building, while 

2 
"Guard House" appears to be a misnomer —• a wooden building 

at the river gate was used by the North V/est Mounted Police as a 
guard house in 1873-74. During the Motor Country Club Lower Fort 
Carry abounded with misnomers such a3 "Doctor's House"j most of 
those — excluding the designation of the bastions as south-west, 
south-east etc., have been expunged. 
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the local and federal governments needed institutional buildings 

faster than their departments of public works could erect them. 

This coincidence gave the Hudson's Bay Company a substantial 

income from rents from the Manitoba and federal governments, and 

wrote two most interesting chapters in the history of Lower Fort 

Garry. 

This is not to suggest that the penitentiary and asylum 

activities actually saved the lives of tho buildings concerned. It 

is•true that wooden buildings in and around the fort enclosure were 

demolished quite ruthlessly during the late 'seventies and early 

•eighties, but there was no such policy towards stone buildings. 

The Company would almost certainly have preserved them whether or 

not they had been able to realize an income from them — as was 

the case with the stone store, which was abandoned in 1874* Unques­

tionably the penitentiary and asylum buildings have a history and 

had a function separate from the governmental institutions which 

they housed; but those government activities were by far the most 

important part of the record so far as the interpretive historian 

or the restoration architect should be concerned. The prison and 

asylum activities lent these buildings an aspect of historical in­

terest which would bo hard to find in a stable or a pemmican ware­

house. It seems obvious, thon, that restoration or intei'pretation 

should deal almost exclusively with the period of extensive insti­

tutional activity at the Lower Fort, 1871-1886. 

The penitentiary, which took up partu of the fort be­

tween 1871 and 1877* occupied only one of the buildings still 

standing — the big stone warehouse near the north-east bastion. 

It wqs tsurrounded by, a palisade which excluded the bastions but 

enclosed a number of wooden buildings, since demolished* and the 

north gateway. The asylum, which operated at the Lower Fort for 

slightly over a year 1885-1886, occupied two other buildings 



which are still standing, besides of course the main "peniten­

tiary" building. These two were the timber-and-rubble constructed 

one-storey building at the west gate, and the tiny- wooden office, 

which according to a number of sources was built for the medical 

superintendent, Dr. Young, though Young's own records 3how no 
3 

mention of it. The asylum also made use of a small wooden warehouso, 

later dismantled. There is no indication that either the prison 

or the asylum made use of the north-west bastion, though it was 

inside the fence of at least the latter institution. 

See J.E. Wilkins, Lower Fort Garry Inspection (N.K.S.3. Re­
port. No. 2/+6) which states, "Colonel Hunter Young'of Selkirk... 
believes it v/as built round about 1885 when the guard house was 
used a3 an asylum. He is quite sure that his father never lived 
there,... It was in fact the Doctor's dispensaiy." p. 9. 
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II: STRUCTURAL FEATURES OF THE PENITENT ART-ASYLUM COMPLEX 

A structural history of the penitentiary-asylum complex 

at Lower Fort Garry niust consider throe aspects of the site — 

first, the large stone "penitentiary building", alternately known 

as the "men's house" or "guard house") secondly, the two.smaller 

buildings also associated at one time with the asylum, namely the 

"doctor's office" and the "Mounted Police canteen and hospital", 

the asylum's women's ward; thirdly, the complex of small wooden 

buildings both inside and outside the fort walls, some of which 

were built by Warden Dedson with convict labour, which provided 

auxiliary facilities for both institutions. These latter buildings 

are rather difficult to deal with; changes were rapid, at least 

one building occupied the site of a previous structure, and the 

only known plan of the penitentiary complex as such, one pent by 

Bedson to Ottawa with his report for 1875,' has not been foiuid. 

Bedson's letterbook and daily orders contained frequent references 

to these outbuildings, which may provide clues of some assistance 

to archaeologists. 

The penitentiary building itself is the third oldest build­

ing in the Fort, ics construction having been finished about 183 7 • 

It was designed originally as a warehouse, served as a barracks for 

the 6th Regiment of Foot (182*6-187*8) and was one of those two stono 

buildings which Colonel Crofton felt he could "hold against a strong 

force unaided by artillery." ' It is almost certainly this building 

which H.MY Robinson described in his book, The Great Fur Land, 

Thi3 plan was almost certainly destroyed by the Department of 
the Solicitor General about tho time that the Canada Penitentiary 
Service was attached" to that Department instead of the Department 
of Justice, in tho-mid-1960'a. 

? Crofton to Fitzroy Somerset, 15.9.46, WO 1/557, foe-. 195-
219. This statement is of particular relevance since tho walls 
of the Fort were uncompleted at tho time Crofton wrote. 
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Leaving the trading-store, a succession of warehouses con­
taining 3tores and supplies, is next encountered. The last 
and most massive building, near the gateway, is the ware­
house of packages destined for posts inland. These are goods 
imported from England and other countries, and to be used in 
the fur trade exclusively. In this vast bulk of merchandise 
there is not a single package of over one hundred pounds 
weight. The greater portion weigh-but eighty or ninety pounds, 
strongly packed, the cases lined with zinc and bound with « 
iron.'' 

This, about 1869, wa3 the function of the "most massive building." 

It was converted to a military barracks for 120 men in 1870, 

served as a penitential"/ from 1871 till 1877* and v/as probably 

then abandoned immediately. It was found "in a dilapidated state 

generally" in 188/* when it was converted to sorve as a tempor­

ary lunatic asylum. After the asylum left in 1886, the building 

was one again left in disuse, but was revived by the Motor Country 

Club, which repaired and adapted the ground floor for use as 

changing rooms and maids' quarters — several toilets were added. 

Since the Motor Country Club left the Fort at the end of 1962, 

no formal use has been made of this building although occasional 

working parties have used it both as living accomodations and as 

a work area. 

TJie first level of the penitentiary building is a partial 

basement, filled with rubble or sand almost continuously since about 

the turn of the century, because of severe settling of the found­

ations in the west corner. It was, however, exposed during part of 

1968 by an archaeological team who determined that it contains 

three underground brick cells with arched ceilings, all seriously 

crumbled or approaching total collapse. Vferdon Bcduon determined 

3 Henry. M. Robinson, The Great Fur Land, New York (3.879) pp. 78-9. 

From a notation on the "Sketch shewing appropriation of Build­
ings allotted to the Troops at the Stone Fort", 1870. From RG 9 . 
II A - 1, V. 33 fyJ-o 3615. Reproduced in Appendix B of this report. 

5 Sjelkirk Herald, 21.2.85, 2/d. 

See Peter PrIoo3, Excavations at lower Fort Garry (JDK) 1°68 
K.H.S.S. Report No.1 488, June, 1969* ' " 



In December, 1872, to have these underground cells constructed 

for the punishment of recalcitrant prisoners; construction in-
7 

volved the use of over 14,000 bricks. Those cells, numbered 

from one to three and referred to as "penal cells", wore used 
A 

for the confinement of noisy lunatics and late in 1874 Bedson 

ordered No. 3 penal cell filled with a four inch layer of dirt, 

to provide a winter bed for shrubs which would be put outside in 
9 

springtime. There is no evidence that these cells were ever put 

to any use after 1877. 

The ground floor of the penitentiary was used as a ward­

room and cell area for the confinement of prisoners. Unfortunately 

the physical remains of this area tell little of its use as a 

prison because of the extensive remodelling done by the Motor 

Country Club. The noteable features include four door-ways, one 

each on the north and west walls and two on the south; the 

west door-way is now moat commonly used for access to the build­

ing, while the more westerly of the two south-side doors has been 

blocked up for some time — perhaps since the early 1870's. An 

original heavy oak door, with a tiny hinged spyhold in the upper 

half, has been preserved and at present is resting loosely in the 

alcove formed by the blocked doorway. From its extremely heavy 

construction and the size of the peep-hole, one may safely assuras 

that it was built and installed specifically for tho pen5.tenbiary. 

It is not known for sure where it hung. During the asylum period, 

this storey was used for roughly the same purposes as Bedson had 

put it to — it was divided.into small rooms and a ward-room. There 

is no adequate description of the ground floor as a penitentiary 

* Bedson to ? (torn), 8.12.72; PAM: Microfilm copy of Warden 
Bodspn^s Letterbpok '(hereafter referred to as BL), and Bedson to 
Superintendent of Public Works, 19»5«73, requesting more bricks 
and acknowledging the roceipt of 14,000 bricks, ibid* 

Warden Bedson'a daily order book, order dated 5.12.74; orig­
inals at Stony Mountain Penitentiary, Manitoba. Hereafter referred 
to as OB. 

9 OB, 13.11.74. 

Peter Cameron suggests th i s in N.H.S.S. Report No. 1, The 
Architecture of Lower Fort Garry at the Time of the Northern u~«p> 
artment Cjouncil. 184J6* p . 22. 
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area, but a contemporary sowou gives a reasonably good description 

of it when it was used by the asylum: 

From the main entrance, on tho ground floor, a large, wide 
corridor is entered, which is well lighted, and from which 
openwards for the patients and attendants. On this floor 
there are six single rooms and a large one containing acc­
omodation for twelve patients; at each end of the corridor 
is an attendant'B room; there is also a bathroom and all yy 
other conveniences. 

The original stairway in the penitentiary rose from the 

middle of the ground floor, rising from south to north. The stairs 

from the second floor to the third ran beside it in the opposite 

direction. Heavy wear around those staiiway locations suggests 

that the floor-boards are the originals. A stairway in this loc­

ation would have been useful in a warehouse, but less so in a 

prison. In any case if the stairs had not already been removed by 

1871, Bedson mu3t have moved them because one of the prison chap­

lains referred to the "large upper room" of the ponitentiary build-

no 

ing. There could have been no really large upper room with the 

staircase in the middle. In any casB tho stairs were removed, re­

modelled slightly to allow them to rise over a shorter Dlneal 

distance, and installed at the extreme were end of the building. 

This renovation left large rooms in the centre of the building 

on all three floors. In 1884, to overcome the difficulties of 

having the asylum kitchon located outside the main building, and 

the dining room on the third floor, a dumb-waiter was installed 
13 

running beside the staircase in its new location. "^ 

Selkirk Herald, 21.2.85, 2/d. Robert Watson states that when 
this building was used as a penitentiary the ground floor was lined 
vrrth cells on the north side with a "general room" along the south. 
He also maintained that the second floor was laid out in the same 
manner, that the top floor was the prisoners' dining room, and that 
the penitentiary and the asylum wore moved to Selkirk in 1877. 
Much of this is demonstrably wrong and there is no reason to bel­
ieve the rest. See Watson, Lower Fort Garry; (Winnipeg, 1928), p. 44. 

12 
Report of Archdeacon Cowley to the Inspector of Peai.tentiar.ie3, 

9.1.77, published in Canada Sessional Paper No. 15, 1877 (Hereafter 
referred to as CS? if/lBff^) ~~" ''"' 

Selkirk Herald', loc. cit. 
i » J » I • »v.m'i» *mmr in. —si 111 — — 

http://Peai.tentiar.ie3


11 
So far as documentaiy evidence relates, the second 

floor was laid out similarly to the first, except for differ­

ences in doors and the stairway. There was a door in the north­

east corner which apparently led out onto a platform and thence 

by a set of stairs to the ground. Cameron's report suggests of 

this, 

Probably the east window was changed to a door only after 
the second floor of the warehouse building was used by a 
large number of people - eg when it was used as a barracks 
during the stay of the Sixth Regiment, or as a penitentiary 
from 1870 until 1877. (The steps coming down from this later^ 
door have since disappeared.) * 

Because the walls were not completed in 18^6, and in light of 

Crofton's determination to defend the barracks against attack, 

it is not entirely likely that he would have added a feature 

which would make the building somewhat more vulnerable to ass­

ault. The same argument would not necessarily apply to either 

the Quebec Rifles or to the Penitentiary. Unlike the ground 

floor, the second floor contains very clear evidence on floors, 

walls and beams, of the cell structure and of various partitions. 

In interpreting this area through as-found drawings it is imp­

ortant to remember that some remains relate to the penitentiary 

while others may be distinctly and separately evidence of alter­

ations made for the asylum. It is known, however, with regard to 

the penitentiary period that the floor was divided into ceDJLs and a 

ward-room. .In this respect it resembled the ground floor, so far 

as anything can bedeteradned about the latter. The ward-rooms 

were large enough to provide table^space and seating for about 

15 convicts at meal-times, and they were probably put to general 

uses between meals. \ "box" — presumably a guard-3tation — 

1 Cameron, loc. git. 

15 PS, 31.7.75 



12 

was installed at the doorway of each ward for guard duty. The 
• 17 

wards apparently also had "wash-rooms". In the case of tho 

asylum, the Selkiidt H ora.ld report indicated that the ground and 

second storey floor plans were identical. 

The third floor of the building was used by Bedson as 

a turnkey'8 quarters. Extensive renovations were ma.de to this 

flat during the penitentiary period. Five window sashes were 
IB 

replaced in fcdd-sunimer of 1872 ' and in 1875 Bedson had tho 

entire roof repaired. He complained in October of that year that 

it "leaks in several places, and the shingles are perfectly rot-
19 

ten. In the present state I am greatly in fread of fire." Bedson 

estimated that 30 thousand shingles would be required, and prom­

ised to have the repairs done by convict labour. It was probably 

at this time that two sky-lights were installed in the roof over 

the staircase. These skylights appear in one or two photographs 

of the late 'seventies and early 'eighties, and no-where else. 

The function of thi3 floor was changed by the asylum authorities, 

who as indicated previously mixed their attendants' rooms amongst 

the patients' quarters. They used the turnkeys' flat as a dining 

room, and also installed a tank containing water "for supplying 
20 

the bathrooms." 

Other buildings still standing which are involved in 

the interpretation of the asylum are the tiny wooden doctor's 

office, and the womon'3 ward at the west gate. Tho north-oast 

bastion, according to the plan of tho asylum (See Appendix C), 

was well within the asylum complex, but there is no record that 

it was ever used for the purposes of that institution. The doc-

1 6 ibid. 1 7 OB, 16.11.74 

18 
Bedson to Norquay, 22.7.72; PAM: Bedson's Latterbook, p. 62>. 

19 7 Bedson to Ba.lail.lie, HBG Lands Office, 23,10.75; i£M»> n«P» 

20 Selkirk Herald, log. cit. 

http://ma.de
http://Ba.lail.lie
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tor's office was build specifically for Dr. David Young, probably 

in the middle of 1885, since tho site was occupied by an old Red 

River frame building a3 late as 1884. The women's ward has a 

lengthy history attached to it. It was built around the time of 

Eden Colvile's residence at the Fort, of the same timber end rubble-

fill construction as the annex of the Big House. It was used var­

iously as a men's house, a troop canteen, a, bakehouse (the bake-

ovens remain) and as a canteen and hospital for the North Y/est 

Mounted Police. The Selkirk Herald described it as a part of the 

asylum: 

Women's wards... are located in another building across the 
yard. Here accomodation has been provided for about fifteen 
patients, which includes every needed comfort. There is a 
large dining room, three single and one large ward, and sev­
eral other rooms, besides the attendants' rooms, all of which «, 
are on the ground floor, tho building hs.ving.but one story/sic/. 

The remainder of the penitentiary-asylum complex was set 

up in wooden building? which have since been removed from the site. 

These were undoubtedly ncstly Red River frame buildings — Bedson 

remarked in hia report for 3875 that "the buildings that have been 

erected by me... can be readily removed as they are built of logs 
22 

set in frames." In this category of 'missing' buildings might 

be included also the stockades which surrounded the two establish­

ments. A number of sources reveal that the two institutions were 

not served by the same palisade, though it is entirely within tho 

realm of possibility that tho asylum fence followed the line of 

the previous stockade whore it could convenient3.y do so. 

2 1 ibid. 

22 CSP. 14/1876, p. 3.39. This is hardly surprising since his 
letterbook indicated throughout the early yearn considerable 
weekly outlays for the services of local carpenters. 

http://hs.ving.but
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The penitentiary 3tockade surrounded the entire complex, 

of penitentiary buildings except for tho prisoners' ice house and 

the root house. It also enclosed the north gate, v/hich at the time 

was only the width of a foot-path. The only extensive evidence 

concerning its constnuction is found in a letter from Dedaon to 

the Minister of Public Works in 1872: 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that there still requires to 
be enclosed 400 ft. boundary of yard to the Provl. Peniten­
tiary, and it will take lumber as per Margin to complete 
this stockade fonce. 

North side of fence will run 16 feet boyond the Fort walls 
& I have estimated from the logs received last month that 
each log when sawn thro mill averages tvro pickets of 12 
inch breadth. I beg to say that I would wish to commence er­
ecting the stockade early in April next. 

100 ft. planks. ~ 
400 ft. 1" boards.0 

This information, together with Watson's plan of Lower 

Fort Garry, one photograph, and some archaeological evidence dug 

up in recent years, should determine beyond reasonable doubt 

the outline of the penitentiary stockade. The photograph also 

clearly shows that where the palisade crossed the north wall, it 

was arched or peaked so that a convict's chances of escaping by 

climbing up on the wall would be no better than at any other point 

along the stockade. Unfortunately, nothing is known of the gate­

house, except that it existed. Whether it was located inside the 

narrow passage-way of tho gate, or at the gate itself cannot be 

deteriained at present. 

23 
** Bedson to Norquay, 23.2.72j BL, p. 9. 
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.One site which may be located archaeologically is the 

original signal mast. There are frequent references in Bedson'3 

daily order book to a "signal ball", and the penitentiary photo 

shows a large ball, perhaps three feet in diamener, at the top 

of a pole. The pole appears to be about 45 feet in height, and, 

judging from the photograph, was located either directly in front 

of the penitentiary or may even have been incorporated a's a part 

of the stockade in that same area south of the main penitentiary 

building. 

Other buildings referred to by both Bedson and Watson are 

the prisoners' ice-house and root-house. Both these sites are in­

dicated on Watson's plan (See Appendix A) and both appear on the 

photograph. There v/as a road to the root-house which was maintained 

by convict labour. 

A building whose location is not known is referred to 

for the first time in Bedson* s daily order book for August 9, 

1875 • He refers to "a small building recently put up outside'/ 

the larger part of which v/as to be used as a "recreation room 

for turnkeys"j the reference is unclear as to whether the build­

ing was outside the fort vail (but inside the palieade) or com­

pletely outside the prison compound. Watson is of no help in id­

entifying this building, and it is highly probable that it was 

removed within a few years of being built. A clue to its location 

nay bo another reference in the order-book, to tho "latrine in 
25 

rear of recreation room." ' 

2 4 OB, 6.11.74. 

2 5 OB, 1.9.75. 
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Yet another doubtful building is the lunatic ward 

build for the penitentiary in 1875-1676* Bedson asked Lieut­

enant-Governor Morris in June, 1875 for about $800 vdth which 

to construct a building about 30' x 20' "which would give 6 

good cells, wash room and Dining Hall." His report to the 

federal government for 1875 indicated that 3uch a structure was 

"now being built."27 

Another structure behind the penitentiary building 

appears in a relatively recent photograph, but cannot be seen 

in the original Penitentiary photograph (Appended as Photo No. l). 

It is a relatively small building, probably of post-on-sill con­

struction like Bedson!s other additions to the complex, and of 

indeterminate date. It may be the asylum kitchen. From the per­

spective of Photograph No. 2, its ridgepole seems to be at about 

the same level as the bottom of the door from the second storey. 

A definite dispatity of colour in the stone-v/or-k on the north 

side of the penitentiary building , which shows very clearly in 

this same.photograph, raises the question whether an entirre 

wing, two stories in height, may have abutted the penitentiary 

in this place at some time. It is known that Bedson wished to 

build a brick wing "from the North V/all of the main building to 
28 

the North V/all of the fort" but enough archaeological work has 

been done north of the fort to establish that nothing very sub— 
29 

stantial over stood thoro. 

7 See Bedson to Morris, 22.6.75J BL, pp. 386-7. 

26 CSP 14/1876 

29 
' So© Prioss, pjp.cit., figure 9. 
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Indeed, the entire problem of locating buildings with­

in the penitentiary compound is complicated by their imperman-

ence. Although certain archaeological remains have been found 
30 

in the area they have not been positively identified. Bodson 

explained that the buildings he had erected "can be readily re­

moved", so they may well not have had any solid foundations. 

Development of the parking lot may have obliterated remains in 

that area, including the gate-house, while the site of Bedson's 
31 

own residence, "Daisy Lodge", across the road from the Fort 

has likewise almost certainly been disturbed. The same holds 

true for the asylum complex. 

Ibid., passim. 

31 
Mentioned in James Cloland Hamilton, The Prairie Province 

(Toronto, 1676) p. 176. 



18 

III: THE PENITENTIARY, 18?1 to 1877 

l) Pounding and Adminiatration: 

The Manitoba Penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry origin­

ated in 1871 as a provincial prison, but was taken over by the 

federal government three years later. Throughout this period it 

was under the direction of Warden Samuel Lawrence Bedson, a former 

N.C.O. of the Quebec Rifles. There were at the time four types 

of penal institutions in Canada, and the prison buildings at 

Lower Fort Garry served in all four capacities. The first was 

the prison's role as a common gaol, a detention centre for 

alleged felons awaiting trial, or miscreants serving brief sen­

tences. The second type of institution was the provincial prison, 

set aside for persons serving terms under two years for offences 

against provincial statutes. Tho third category, federal peni­

tentiary, characterized the institution in effect throughout 

its six-year history. Offenders against federal statutes, sen­

tenced for terms of over two years, and all offenders from the 

federally-adjninistered North West Territories were confined in 

the prison at Lower Fort Garry right from 1871, though actual 

federal administration of the institution was limited to the per­

iod from August 1874 till January 1877 • There were also a hand­

ful of de facto military prisons in Canada at this time, end the 

Manitoba Penitentiary was one of them; these institutions received 

soldiers convicted of breaches of military discipline, confining 

them for various short periods, sometimes as little as 14 days. 

All categories of offenders were grouped together in the same in­

stitution a long with a few lunatics) simply because better facil­

ities for classification and segregation v/ere lacking. Eventually 

the erection of a common gaol in Winnipeg (1874) and of the pres­

ent federal penitentiary at Stony Mountain (1877) led to the aban­

donment of the penal facilities at Lower Fort Garry. 
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The penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry was originally 

conceived of by Lieutenant-Governor Adams G. Archibald as a 

federal project. On May 18, 1871, he drafted an urgent complaint 

to the Secretary of State for the Erovinces, Joseph Howe, urging 

that "3ome steps be taken immediately for the erection of a 

building to serve the purpose of a Penitentiary for this prov­

ince." The only penal facilities existing at the time were in a 

wooden building in Winnipeg, used as a police office. It was 

fitted with cells, said Archibald, but these were "unfit, even 

for the purposes of police.... In winter, prisoners would perish, 

... in Summer they would suffocate." He then expressed his inten­

tion to visit Lower Fort Garry to ascertain "whether one of the 

Bastions of the Fort could not be made to answer temporarily the 

purpose of a Penitentiary." He concluded with a remark on the 

financing of such a venture: 
If it /Jbhe bastion/ shall appear suitable, and the use of 
it can be procured, I shall make the best arrangement in my 
power to procure its use, till a suitable building can be 
hired or erected, with the assurance that his Excellency, 
the Governor General will sanction what I deem right to do, 
and that jthe expenses necessarily incident to the arrange-^ 
ment will be borne joy the Government of Canada. 

Archibald cannot have seen the Stone Fort before writ­

ing that; in any evonb he soon realized how totally inappropriate 

were the bastions. He visited Lower Fort Garry on May 22, and, 

omitting any reference to the bastions in his report to Howe, de­

clared that he had found "that there was a two-storey /ai.c/ 3tono 

building within tho walls of the Fort, which, with some small 

expenditure, could be made to answer temporarily the purpose of 

This dispatch is in the Secretary of State's Papers, PAC: 
RG'6 C - 1, Vol.* 21, fyle 778. Archibald to Howe No. 165, 18.5.71. 
Emphasis addod. 
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a Penitentiary till a suitable building can be erected." At the 

timo the Fort was still occupied by troops under a federal gov­

ernment agreement with Ehe Hudson's Eay Company,'so Archibald 

made arrangements with Colonel Jarvis to take over the build­

ings immediately. J.H. McTavish of the H.B.C. was party to the 

negotiations and the whole matter was settled in a tentative 

way, "subject to such arrangements as I /Archibald/ am able 

to make with the Hudson's Bay Company, upon the Military auth­

orities delivering back the buildings they hired from the Com­

pany." Between this and his previous dispatch on the subject, 

Archibald and the entire province had been shocked by the es­

cape of Longbones — an Indian serving two years for scalping 

his wife alive — from the police gaol in Winnipeg. Consequent­

ly he decided to move the remaining prisoners to the Lower Fort 
2 

within two days. 

Archibald's naive trust in the bounty of the federal 

treasury was soon removed. On June 16th the cabinet ratified an 

order in council prepared by the Justice Minister and Prime Min­

ister, John A. Macdonald, putting the initiative for founding a 

penitentiary upon the Manitoba government. Macdonald argued that 

the insufficiency of present facilities indicated the need for a 

new gaol, not for a penitentiary. He distinguished dearly bet­

ween the two:. 

By the British North America Act 1867 the duty of estab­
lishing, maintaining and managing public prisons of a 
Province falls upon the Local Government and Legislature. 
In such provincial prisons by far the greater number of 
offenders are confined, as the Penitentiaries... are by 
lav/ only to be used for the confinement of persons con­
victed of the more serious offences, and whose sentences 
are for not less than two years. 3 

2 
The same to the same, 27.5.71, ibid. William Flett, the 

Hudson'8 Bay Company clerk in charge of Lower Fort Garry at the 
time, recorded the visit in the post journal: "The Governor, 
Messrs McTavish , Howard, Boyd, Villlara /Jdc/ and Dr. Codd 
came down to Inspect the stone store with~a view of turning 
it into a jail. HflCM n,loi^/|t 
o 

Memorandum of the Minister of J u s t i c e , H . 6 . 7 1 , and Minute of 
Council based thoreonj PAC: RG 6 C - 1 , Vol. 21 , fylo 776. 
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Macddnald thought the solution was simple: tho province should 

erect a common gaol or prison. When prisoners wero confined for 

federal offences, or were brought in front the Territories for 

confinement in Manitoba, then a portion of the provincial in­

stitution might be set aside for the use of these federal char­

ges. An appropriate "sum to be agreed upon" would then be paid 

by the Dominion to the provincial government. 

Beyond this point the documentary evidence available 

is infinitely less helpful than that provided in the papers of 

the Secretary of State for the Provinces, a post which was ab­

olished in 1873* Certain facts can be gleaned from Bedson's letter-

book but the precise history of the penitentiary's administration 

is somewhat cloudy./The agreement reached between the provincial 

government and the Hudson's Bay Company, following the departure 

of the troops, involved a lease on the penitentiary building and 

all the land and smaller buildings enclosed by a stockade, for 

$1000 a year. This was at length paid up to the first of November, 

18?2 — $1500, covering a lease beginning June 1, 1871. Beyond 

this point the province either refused or neglected to pay, for 

reasons which are unclear. The penitentiary passed in August, 

1874 —for reasons and in a manner likewise obscure— from prov­

incial to fedei'al administration and control. The federal gov­

ernment also stalled on fulfilling the tonus of the lease, per­

haps because of a dispute with the province as to who owed the 

balance between November 1872 and August, 1874. At length, the 

federal Department of Justice recommended in September, 18?6, 

that the entire arrears be paid and charged against the current 

years appropriation for prison maintenance in the three newer 

provinces. How8ver, Bedson's continued correspondence with 

5 PAC: RG 2 - 2 Vol. 48, fyle 901, Privy Council Office Pap­
ers; copy of a memorandum dated simply 1876, from the Department 
of Justice. Y/ithout adequate documentation one cannot, of course, 
do mora than speculate on the transfer of jurisdiction and the 
financial arrangements.lt appears possible, however, that the 

http://arrangements.lt
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both federal and provincial officials suggests that there was 

some sort of shared-cost agreement after the federal takeover. 

Following the Dominions assumption of supervision 

over the penitentiary, more complete records were kept, both in 

the form of annual reports and statistical returns to the Inspec­

tor of Penitentiaries in Ottawa, J.G. Moylan, and in the records 

made by Bedson as replies to dominion government questionnaires. 

As warden of the provincial institution, Bedson was 

nominally under the Attorney General but corresponded freely 

with other government offices, particularly the Department of 

Public Works, under John Noixnxay, and the office of the Deputy 

Receiver General, Gilbert McMicken. Under the dominion' s juz'is-

diction, most of his correspondence was with Colonel Bernard, 

the deputy minister of Justice in Ottawa5 in some cases, how­

ever, he addressed himself to the Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875* 

for example, he protested to Lieutenant-Governor Morris against 

the practice of confining lunatics in the same institution as 

convicts, and also sent Morids the following rather interesting 

communication: 

I beg to request that you wil3. kindly inform me what course 
I am to take, and who I am to communicate with in tendering 
my resignation to the position I now hold. 

I am prompted to this step as certain parties have thought 
proper to malign my character & use improper phrases ag­
ainst my judgement /sic/ in caring for the charge in my 
hands, and I shd, rather resign that JjaXc/ be subjected to 
such remarks, especially unfounded ones. 5 

5 Bedson's Letterbook (hereafter cited as BL), B, to Morris, 
14.Hi.75* p. 375* It should be noted that Bedson signed this letter 
as "Actg. Warden", since his permanent appointment under the fed­
eral penal system had not yet been confirmed. A Justice Department 
memorandum of May 30* 1876* over a year later, gives him the same 
title. (PAC: RG 2 - 2 Vol. 45* Hrlvy Council Office Papers.) 

http://14.2j.75
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2) Penitentiary Staff: 

The officers of the penitentiary were the warden, stew­

ard, head turnkey and other turnkeys, the surgeon, and the chap­

lains. "* The turnkeys — or, in the modern idioa, correctional 

officers — numbered from 6 ,to 8 at any one given time. Apart 

from the warden and the surgeons, there were many people occupy­

ing the different offices at different times over the six-year 

period under study. The only notable turnkeys v/ere two head turn­

keys named Tom Slack and Henry Hall; the former committed sui­

cide in the attic of the penitentiary building; the latter was 

a member of the provincial police, of whom his commanding officer 

in Winnipeg wrote, there were complaints that he was "too hard 

and ruff towards the men under him in his capacity a3 head turn-

key,*' The next such complaint against him, the commander wrote, 

would result in his recall to Winnipeg. He was shortly afterwards 

recalled. 

These men were paid salaries more or less in lino with 

the usual pay for minor civil functionaries; the complete list, 

taken from the period after the penitentiary was taken over by 

the federal government, was as follows; 

1 Head turnkey at $50.°° per mo. $600 
1 Steward and storekeeper " $45 " 540 
1 Gate Keeper " 40 " 480 
1 Yard Turnkey " 40 " 480 
1 Turnkey (at Lunatics) • 40 • 480 
2 Turnkeys for Convicts working 
outside " 40 " 960 

2 Turnkeys night duty " 40 " 960 
1 Messenger and waiting turnkey 

" 20 " 240 
1 Protestant Chaplain at $150 yr. 150 
1 R. Catholic chaplain at $150 yr. 150 

""$5040 
Less estimate of fines from 
Turnkeys .*, 100, ft 

See Watson, op_. cit., p. 44. Flett'a version in the 
post journal ran as follows: "Tide evening about seven 
o'clock Thoma3 Slack, the chief turnkey in the Penitentiary 
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The warden throughout the time spent at Lower Fort Garry 

was Samuel Lawrence Bedson. He Was youngj born in 187»2 in a mil­

itary camp at Betley, England, he followed hi3 father's career in 

becoming an N.C.O. in the 16th Regiment of Foot. He came to Canada 

with his regiment in 186l, but v/hen the force returned to England 

in J 870 he stayed on in Canada, enlisting under Colonel Garnet 

Wolseley1s command as quartermaster-sergeant of the Second Bat-

allion, Quebec Rifles, of the Red River Focpeditionary Force .He 

was quartered at Lower Fort Garry. Most of the troops returned 

to Canada in the first half of 1871, but Bedson remained behind. 

When the last of the soldiers had left, he converted the Sormer 

barracks into a provincial and military penitentiary, and took 

charge. Eventually he served as warden of the Manitoba Penitentiary 

for twenty years. 

When Bedson assumed direction of the embryonic penit­

entiary, he was a veritable novice in the penal arts. A soldier's 

sense of discipline and an inventive mind helped him establish 
9 

the pioneer government-run prison in what is now Western Canada. 

His career at Lower Port Garry was well summed up by the Inspector 

of (federal) Penitentiaries in his report to Justice Minister 

Blake for 1875J Bedson, the Inspector said, was "charged with the 

task of inaugurating a Penitentiary without having had any prev­

ious knowledge or experience of the work, or rules for his guid­

ance, and at so great a distance from all sources of proper in­

formation.... His military training no doubt greatly assisted 

him in achieving so much success as his report would indicate." 

Bedson himself seemed to share that view; he wrote Inspector Moy-

shqt,himself with ,a .revolver in his own room and a coroner's jury 
was called at once to take all the evidence in the case the verdict, 
of this jury was that the said Thos. Slsck came to his death by a 
pistol shot from his own hands while in a temporary fit of insan­
ity." (HBCA: B.303/a/l, entry for 19.8.73.) 

^ L. de Plainval to'Bedson, 25.3.72; PAC: Ml 9 E 4, Manitoba 
Provincial Police F̂ qrce LoĴ tendjpok. From this letter it appears 
that all the turnkeys were at least nom$!nally recruited as mem­
bers of the M.P.P. and received tomporax'y assignments to the gaol. 

•8 
Memo dated simply. 1876, BL p. 475. The warden himself got 

$1400 per year. 
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Ian in• 1876 that "nearly all my turnkeys and guards, like myself, 

have served in Her Majesty's Regular Forces, and are therefore 

accustomed to perfect discipline, to which I also attribute the 

strict yet just and satisfactory administration of the institut-

ion." 

Bedson's entire life was spent in the public servi.ce. 

After he left Lower Fort Garry in 1877, he continued as Warden 

of the Manitoba Penitentiary at Stony Mountain except for three 

bHef intervals. The first of these came in 1885, when he was 

put in charge of military transportation services during the 

North West Rebellion. On another occasion, he was sent to St. 

Vincent de Paul Penitentiary in Montreal to pacify the hostile 

inmates and to restore order among the employees. This he acc­

omplished within a few months. His final departure from Stony 

Mountain occurred in February, 1891. He had already suffered a 

severe attack of Bright's Disease, which hi3 doctor's he'd ex­

pected would bo fatal. On his recovery, he went to Ottawa as aide 

de camp to the Governor Genera)., and as a member of the Alaska 

Boundary Commission. He died there five months later. 

Bedson married twice,'oach time to a daughter of the 

fur trade. His first wife was Jemima Murray, Chief Factor A.H. 

Murray's daughter; she bore him four children. Bedson's second 

wife, whom he married in the last year of hie life, was a daught­

er of Chief Factor J.H. McTavish. 

Obituary descriptions of a man are not the most reliable 

o 
There had of course been other prisons in Rupert's land, in­

cluding one at Norway House and another at Upper Fort Garry. Some 
of these were merely strong rooms used for detention as the need 
arose; others were not strong at all, as hostile crowds proved 
twice in the I860'a, liberating prisoners from the Upper Fort 
Garry gaol. The penitentiary at the Stone Fort was.the first civ­
ilian prison operated by a duly constituted and legally recog-
niseable government in the region. 

1 0 CSP 3V2-876. 

http://servi.ce
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source of information regarding a man's character and faults. How 

ever, the obituary given Bedaon in the Manitoba Free Press seems 

quite consistent with the Imago the man gave of himself in his 

more private communications. He was, said the Free Press,, a "tall, 

broad-shouldered man carrying himself with easy dignity"; and he 

was "strict and stern, but rigidly just." These qualities certain­

ly are borne out in his papers, There was nothing soft about him — 

he would fine a turn-key, have a convict v/hipped or fire a medical 

officer as the situation demanded; yet he also saw to it that his 

prisoners usually had more interesting work than breaking rock, 

that old standard of the "hard labour" sentence. In an age when 

imprisonment was a threat to health as well as morale and fiiiancial 

well-being, convicts under Bedson's care were adequately washed, 

fed, clothed, and provided with bedding. Bedson demanded a lot of 

his staff, of the convicts, and of himself; but there is no record 

that he ever failed to live up to his obligations. 

3) Penitentiary Prisoners; 

The prisoners at Lower Fort Garry were a motley enough 

crew, brought together from all manner of places and for any 

number of reasons. Over the course of six years, Bedson received 

men convicted of everything front murder to simple theft. One gentlo 

soul was confined for "unlawfully cutting, stabbing, and wounding 

with intent to inflict grievous bodily harm," Others had committed 

minor offences against military discipline, and there was at all' 
12 

times a small quota of lunati.es. Prisoners ranged in age from 

All biographical details, unless cited from other sources, 
are taken from Bedson's obituary in the Manitoba Free Press, 
18.7.91 1/e. 

12 
One of these died at the Fort; Flett recorded in his jour­

nal under the date 30.13.,71* "A Mrs. Hull a woman who had been 
mentally deranged for some time died here in the Gaol about 3 
O'clock p.m." The men of the post bui3.t a coffin and she was 
buried in the churchyard at Maploton. (1.12.73.). HBCA: B.303/fe/l. 

http://lunati.es
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their late teens to early forties; most v/ere natives of Red River 

or at least of Canada, though there were representatives of all 

Britain (except Wales), and of three foreign countries — the 

United States, France, and Sweden. A number were local or Sioux 

Indiana. Virtually all were labourers or tradesmen, though the 

list included an engineer and a druggist. The shortest sentence 

was 28 days; the longest — for murder — was 14 years. The Reg­

ister of Prisoners kept at Lower Fort Garry between 1871 and 1877» 

from which all this information is taken, lists 54 convicts in-
13 

carcerated during this six-year period. 

k) Industrial ajnd Educational Programs: 

The question of industrial and educational programs and 

their rble in the prison is intimately bound up in the philosophy 

of the day on punishment and rehabilitation of offenders. The 1870's 

marked a transitional period in Canada; when the decade opened the 

Dominion's penitentiary system was superimposed on the hulks of the 

old colonial prisons; centralized controls were almost totally lack­

ing, for the post of Inspector of Penitentiaries had not yet been 

created — it was set up in 1875 — and the Boards of Directors 

of Dominion Penitentiaries was largely ineffective. The Minister 

of Justice in 1871 v/as a man who firmly believed that "the primary 

/̂purpose/7 of the penitentiary is punishment and the incidental one 

reformation." He v/as also Prime Minister. The situation — or at 

least the official attitude — began to improve under the Liberal 

administration v/hich took office in 1873. The Board of Directors 

13 
The original copy of this register, and the only existing 

cqpyes of Bedson\s daily order books are at Stony Mountain Pen­
itentiary, where I examined them with the co-opei*ation of the 
Canada Penitentiary Service and of Warden Harris. 
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was dissolved, and its most energetic and progressive member, 

James G, Moy3.an, was appointed to the new post of Inspector of 

Penitentiaries. * Justice Minister Blako also spoke in Parl­

iament with a more humane philosophy of correction than that 

shown by his tory predecessor. 

Bedson, in his unaccustomed role as a prison warden, 

apparently conducted the routine business of the Manitoba Pen­

itentiary upon lines of military efficiency and strictness. Yet 

in the field where his military training was of little U3e, that 

is, in implementing a philosophy of prison management and prison­

er treatment, he seemed to move with the vanguard of his times. 

Though the routine correspondence and daily orders which form 

the basis of this study rarely give any impression of Bedson1s 

attitude towards his charges, the following remark in one of the 

orders illustrated quite clearly both his soldierly concern for 

strict discipline and a warmer interest in the welfare of his 

convicts: 

Officers of the. Prison must be more active in keeping 
temptation from convicts, this can be done very simply 
by attention in keeping them in their proper places. 
It is the duty of all connected with the Institution to 
endeavour to reform the unfortunate ones whose lot it 
is to be held in custody as prisoners — officers must w 
in future think of this. 

This strict but benevolent paternalism was in marked contrast 

bo Macdonald's remark, that punishment was the principal pur­

pose of the penitentiary. Season's career as warden was marked 

by a concern for tho dignity and the moral uplifting of the 

convict which would be hard to find in a similar situation in 

* Pevelopments in this period are discussed in J. Alex. Ed-
mison's, "Some Aapocts of Nineteenth Century Canadian Prisons", 
Chapter 11 in W.T. McGrath, Crime and Its Treatment in Canada 
(Toronto, 1965) pp. 279-301. 

15 ' See for example his remarks in debate'.'on the Prisoners 
Employment Bill, and the Prison Discipline Bill, in Hansard, 
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the nineteenth century. More tangible evidence.of Bedson's in­

terest in rehabilitation may be found in the agricultural, indus­

trial and educational programs which operated at the penitentiary-

even during the pioneer years at the Lower Fort. These facilit­

ies included primarily the prison garden, the shoo-moklng shop, 

and the school, all of which introduced a series of varied and 

perhaps even interesting activities into the otherwise drab life 

of Manitoba's earliest convicts. Like his superior Moylan, Bedson 

quite evidently believed that industrial employments for inmates 

were "essential to the good order and discipline of all such 

institutions." 1 ? 

The prison garden was probably the most important aspect 

of convict activity during the penitentiary's years at Lower Fort 

Garry. While there is no exact record of v/hen the garden was first 

planted, it is likely that it began in the first growing season 

after the penitentiary was founded, that is, in 1872. The enter­

prise apparently grew rapidly, though the 1875 crop v/as wiped out 
18 by a plague of locusts. The crop of 1876, which Bedson described 

19 as "enormous" is described on the table reproduced on page 30, 

below. It appears from the "Expenditure" column of this table that 

the farm land used was included in'the rental agreement between 

the Hudson's Bay Company and the government, since there is no 
20 

additional rental charge for the garden. 

1877, pp. 337 and 1062. 

1 6 OB, 11.9.75. 1 7 Moylan to Bloke, 31.1.76, CSP 1A/1876. 

1 8 SSL HAS76, p. 139. 19 CSP 15/1877, p. 180. 
20 

For details of the financing of the penitentiary, see pp. 19-21. 
The prison garden v/as located, according to Watson, on the site of 
the present parking lot, parallel to the present highway. See App­
endix "A" to this report. 
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Expenditure. " j Amount. Produce. j , Cjnantllr. Price. Amount. 

; • • ; ••• J - • • • • • - • • . • > ] - i m 

. . . .$ cts. •*•• 5 «t-«. cts. 
I i3 dues' labour at 50 cents.-.,. .—.—. j 72 50 Bean*. French, in pod „ . .„—. . . . — 57 quarts . © 0 3 2 S3 
Cnrdcn seeds . -—. 2C 90 'Beans, Windsor .. 1» *» • J S5 0 90 . 
12 CUUTM seed bftjs ». ^ _ j 3 CO • Beets 2° bushels o 30 j 9 oo j 

. . . • . ' Carrots » l dozens ... « "a i 4 7 0 : 
. .. •• . . . . • - - -• •. j . do 59 bushels ! © 2 5 ; 14 75 j 

•'.'..' . . .•;-.'. '"."'".• ••'. • . ' . I ,Cabhae;cs — 450 beads — * 10 42 00 
, - . • ; • > . • - \ : . \ • • : • • : . ' . • .-:.*'•. I iCauIiflov-crs-...-. .'. •-• !3=>5 dp 1 5 ;? 4T' T 5 1 
- . "' ••••'• = - . • • • - • . . J jCelerv ilOO d<i• . :. © 13 13 On ; 

• •..;"' • " '•• ...''; . ; • • ; . o ..:. J ; (Cucumbers 2 bushels 1-50 3 C * ; 
-. •"••.;»:••• '*; i •••". -.-• ••• ••>• '-•>'•.'• • • ' • i . (Lettuce .—.• 91 dozens— V Oo 4 S3 • 
' . . :"• . . • . " ; . "•:•••:•: •'-:••'.• ''•••{ i'Oaiohs ~ . 52C do ; 1 0 0 5 AC 30 1 

• • • ' ; . . : . ' ' • : ." . ' }• 1 do . C3l bu3bels .. ...— l o o oi 3a : 
• • • " ' • * ' • ' • • • * ] Parsnip* : — — . . — . — - "s do — — £ » * *3 

I Peas, in nod - 125 qanrls-. . . . — « ( b C 23 

. {(Potatoes. . ........... . — . . . — CC bushe l s . . .— O So ls> So 
, . - 'Pawler ~ — 150 do per bunch t> 03 7 30 

• •' • - • • " - ' _ . l . • • . . : • • ' • • . ••" :t'utitj.5!iii _ . — — . . — s do ~~— ~ * «o 3 <si 
.'• •••V\". .-:.--.-•• - • ' " • . - Kadi/hes .. ~ . i « — — <3 dozens \ © 0 3 3 16 

:••:"..- : . . . L . ' , ' . . Spiiineii..;. . » do *t"i 3 : 2 
••- • • • ' : • . • . . - • ' . " : • ' . •-".'• '•-' fSaeo " • 3" bunches.. > © 05 I 50 

•- .- . . • • • • . . - • • . . . • . - ' • " •• (Squash 11 bushels. .-.__ .... 10U H , o 
••'• • ' • •'•:' •.•: .'•':• .."• pTiiriui./. v :M1 dozens.- : . . •« 10 3 0 5 

• ' . • . . . • - . . " ' " ." .- • ' j ' do • '-" bushels ©25 6 75 
" • • . . . ." . • •. liTotnatoes — I do _.....- i Ml 1 60 

•".*• '•> •••". . " v . . ,i9-cr.'j—French benas...- — 45 pound)— * 05 2 23 
:• • • - • ..-.•'• •. I do Peas 45 do • 05 . 2 23 

. ••••'••• - • • • , . . • ... 'Co Radish - ft ounces " 2 0 I Co 
" • • • • • ' d o Lettuce - — . . . 8 do - 0 10 0 SO 

Esluace to C r . — — — . . - — - , , „ . . . . K2 CI j do . S p i n a c h - ~ — 13 do © 10 • 1 2 0 
' '•.' ';.'•"• 315 C! . • ' . . . ' . • ' . 313 Ct 

' • • • • • • • •' j •• ^ y . . •• : ; 
"—i : " T — . . 

LOV/ER VoitTGAnuy, ' '• ' •:'*''".:. -^ - ^ :{ V>^'- . ^ : . ^ : •; \ • ' ' : (Signed) J. L. BEDSOX. " 
b'lli January, 1877. • • • " ':' ..'•',' .'."•''• .{•'. i.*! • ' .\- ' • Wantou 
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Among other activities carried put at the Lower Fort 

Garry penitentiary, perhaps the most interesting was the shoe-

making department. It began in May, 1875> when Bedson discovered 

that one of the inmates had a working knowledge of cobbling; so 

he sot him to work repairing the shoes and boots of the penit-
21. 

entiary staff and inmates ."within a year the operation had grown 

to include three men, one of them being a Sioux Indian imprisoned 
22 

in 1873. " It probably operated in the main building or in a 

corner of one of the other buildings; an order dated October 15> 

1875> instructed the steward to "inspect shoemakers benches and 

check tools with inventory of each chest or bench." Buring its 

tvfo years at Lower Fort Garry, the penitentiary shoe shop showed 

a. profit of several hundred dollars on the manufacture and repair 

of a number of different types of boots and shoes. Table II, page 

32, provides financial statistics and spme information on the 

types of shoes and boots made at i/ower Fort Garry during tho 

years 1875 end 1876. The shoe shop was transferred to Stony 

Mountain with the rest of the penitentiary in 1877, and con­

tinued as an important pert of the industrial and training pro­

gram for many years. It will bo closed down later this year or 

in 1971.23 

Unfortunately very little is known of the school begun 

under Bedson for the instruction of illiterate prisoners. App­

arently it wa3 front tho first under the direction of the sec­

urity officers of tho penitentiary — the chaplains appear from 

their reports to havo had nothing to do with it.' The first pupils 

were three Sioux brought to tho priaon in 1873> they were restless 

21 £SP 14/1876*, p . 139. 
22 

Hamilton, lo_£i £it* > 
23 

From a conversation between the vritor and the supervisor 
of the Penitentiary Shoe Shop at Stony Mountain, March, 1970. 
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at first, each of them making at least one attempt to escape, 

but eventually they were calmed. One of them became involved 

in shoe repair work, and all three joined with other Indians 

who could neither read nor right and in most cases knew only 

a slight amount of English. The classes were conducted by one 

of the guards. Bedson reported in 1877 that great progress 
pi 

had been made in making these inmates literate. 

Trie other activities of the convicts were somewhat more 

routine in nature, involving work in the stables and on various 

projects such as carpentry and what are around a farm known as 

"the chores". One prisoner escaped in September, 1875 > while 
25 working on a roof with a gang outside the walls. Other tasks 

were legion. One gang dug a well late in 1874; another re-
27 paired "the road leading to the root-house"; convicts packed 

up the North West Mounted Police supplies when the latter left 
28 Lower Fort Garry in-3.874* They were also engaged in various 

work parties outside the walls, farming, cutting wood, and carr­

ying water. Convicts on the sick list could, with the surgeon's 

permission, be used "for purposes such as cleaning kitchen ut~ 
29 ensils &c." One also acted as assistant to the stewaxdl. The 

statistical return of covict labour, reproduced in Appendix"H", 

indicates other menial duties performed by the convicts. There 

was, of course, the old standard prison activity of breaking 

rock. Archaeological studies have revealed some crushed limestono 

2k Ht 15/1877. 25 CSP 14/1876, p. 139. 

26 OB, 4.11.74, 2 ? OB, 6.11.74. 

28 OB, 10.11.74. 29 OB, 12.1.75-
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in the vicinity of the penitentiary. Watson says of stonebreaking 

activity at the penitentiary that the prisoners themselves 

brought the rocks "from the river bank, in handbarrows," and 

that the remains of the rock pile still showed, just east of the 

penitentiary building. Bedson himself ordered in August, 1875> 
w „31 

"Head turnkey will put all spare hands to breaking stone torn .n 

Such an order v/as, however, rarej every effort was made to find 

more dignified work for the convicts. 

5) Equipment and Supplies: 

During Bedson's period at Lower Fort Garry, the peni­

tentiary had all the basic equipment used for intimidating and 

restraining prisoners, and for maintaining general security 

in the institution. In the first place, all the guards were 

armed — turnkeys on duty guarding work parties outside the 

walls were obliged to carry carbines slung over their shoulders, 

and were under orders not to unsling these weapons until the 

convicts were safely returned to their cells or wards. In add­

ition to carbines, each turnkey carried a revolver and handcuffs. 

The guards were trained in the fine art of shooting to maim, not 
2 

to kill. In 1875 Bedson ordered a dov.en Spencer repeating car-
3 

bines with 750 rounds of ammunition from the stores at Fort Garryj 

a year later, however, he reported to Moylan that the Spencers 

had not proved satisfactory and had been replaced with Sniders, 

The latter were l'6aded not with ball, but with cartridges, filled 

with No..l shot and buckshot. By using these, Bedson repoi'ted, 

"a Guard is more certain to secure a runaway convict should it 

1 OB, 12,2&.74\ 2 CSP 14/1876, 

3 
* Bedson to Gilbert McMicken, 3.7.75, BL p. 401. 
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be necessary to make use of his 'Carbine,'" * 

Security equipment included much of the heavy ironware 

which characterized prison life until relatively recently'. Bed-

son's correspondence and daily orders refer to Ball and Chain , 

hand cuffs , and, after 1872, a half-dozen pairs of ankle fet-
7 

ters. All turnkeys were obliged to carry a pair of handcuffs, 
presumably in case of insubordination of one or more convicts 

on a work party. The guard at the main door of the penitentiary 

building was obliged to keep at least one key for both hand 

cuffs and ankle fetters. These items were not used indiscrim­

inately — for example, Bedson ordered id the middle of January 

one year that "during this sovere cold weather and until further 

orders prisoners will not be encumbered with wearing Ball and 
9 chain when chopping wood or drawing water." 

Prom the evidence at hand it seems that all connected 

with the penitentiary — prisoners as well as guards — were 

adequately clothed. Early in 1872 when the institution was less 

than a year old, Bedson received orders from the provincial 

government to request from the warden of Kingston Penitentiary 

twelve "Complete 0 tfits Convict clothing", to be forwarded "with 
11 10 

all despatch" via Norman Kittson at St. Paul. Whether these 

were ever received is not on recoi'd, but about a year later 

James C. Hamilton recorded hi3 impression as a casual visitor 

of the convicts at what he called "the minitature temporary 

4 CSP 15/1877. 5 See for example 
OB, 9.1.75 and 11.1.75. 6 ^ ^ n B ^ 

7 
Bedson to Itice Lewis and Son Ltd., Toronto, 3.1.73. The 

letter is an order for the fetters and indicates that the Prov­
incial Government occasionally charged purchases to its account 
with this firm. The firm appears to have been a dry goods or 
hardware supplier, 
8 OB, 11.8.75 9 OB, 9.1.75 

Bedson to Warden Creighton, 25.3.72, BL p. 15. 
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Penitentiary of the young province," The convicts, he said, were 

"out in the.yard and garden, clad in white, with 'P.P.' stamped 

on them." One might assume that the "P.P." was stamped on the 

clothing and not, as Hamilton suggests, on the convicts. In add­

ition to the initials of the Provincial Penitentiary, a3.1 con­

victs' clothing v/as marked with the number of the prisoner to 
12 whom it was issued.* 

Besides actual penal uniforms, the penitentiary undertook 

to provide for all the convicts' clothing needs and to number 

each garment with its "owner's" number. Lists of convicts' cloth­

ing throughout the daily order book and Bedson's letter-book 
13 mention mitts, new flannel shirts (2 per inmate), socks ( 2 

pairs to each number),* ankle boots, winter trousers, winter 

jackets., winter caps, woolen drawers, mocassins, and cotton 

shirts. ' The steward was in charge of issuing and accounting 

for all articles of clothing, and was also obliged to report on 
IB their state of repair. Apparently there were corresponding 

19 
items of summer and winter clothing for each type of garment. 

After the federal government took over the Manitoba Pen­

itentiary in 1874* Bcdson began, to enforce a uniform standard in 

the turnkeys' dress. Unfortunately no prototype or precise des­

cription has been discovered, but some general indications may 

be gleaned from references in Bedson's order book. The first 

11 
James Cleland Hamilton, lqc. cit. 

12 See for example OB, 5.11.74. ^ OB, 5.11.74* 

OB, 16.12.74- 15 Memorandum by Bed-
son," shewing articles... destroyed by recent fire in store room 
of Manitoba Penitentiary," Dated 13.4.75, BL, p. 360. 

OB, 16.12.74. Vf Bedson to Control 
Department, Provincial Government, 2.74, BL, p, 211. The socks 
cost 67'g«* per pair, mocassins 87 j^, and cotton shirts $1 each, 

18 fig* 5.J-J..74 19 OB, 7.8.75. 
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mention of it occurs in an order dated July 24, 1875: 

Heed turnkey will sec that officers of Institution appear 
in proper uniform, as a General Rule the cloth jacket will 
be worn only on Sundays and special orders to be issued for 
other occasions. On other days, the serge will be worn. 
Such uniform to be worn whilst on duty and optional with po 
officers themselves after locking-up hour (unless on duty.) 

$ week later Bedson reminded his guards, "Turnkeys are expected 
21 

to have their serge trousers ready to wear by Monday next." 
22 

In September the officers were reminded to get cap badges. Ap­

parently the system of having different winter and summer uni­

forms prevailed for guards as well as convicts, for Bedson or­

dered on September 28th, 1875, that 

Head turnkey and steward will confer with other officers 
of the prison on suitable winter Uniform for the coming 
sea 3 on and submit same for approval of V/arden tomorrow 
morning. Cap, overcoat (or pea jacket) & trousers are ail-
that will be necessary to consider. 

The steward was responsible for maintaining and distrib­

uting al3. bed-clothes. There do not seem to have been any sheets 
pi 

in use — references are to bed-ticks and to blankets. Blankets 
were numbered, like clothes, with the numbers of the convicts tc 

25 

whom they were issued, but when in winter a third blanket was 

placed in each cell, it was unmarked." Such extra blankets were 

collected from the cells when all danger of cold weather had 
27 

passed. ffln the "penal cello" or underground. • cells, buffalo 
28 

robes were also used during the coldeot weathor. The blankets 
i 29 

were Hudson's Bay Company 3k point blankets. 

2 0 OB, 24.7.75. 2 1 „.0JB, 30.7.75". 

22 OB, (W+.9.75. 2 3 OB, 28.9.75. 

2lv OB, 20.11.74. 2 5 OB, 12.11.74. 

2 6 OB, 2.4.1.75-. 2 7 OB, 17.6.75; "Head 
turnkey will collect the third blanket from eacjh convict, taking 
care to collect, the one most in need of repair. Such blankets will 
be returned to tho storekeeper who will have them repaired prior 
to being washed." 

28 OB, 17.6.75. 29 D 4 - ,.. , 
— ' ' Return of articles 

destroyed in storeroom fire, loc cit. 
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* Return of burnt articles, loc, cit. 
31 
J F. Vil l lers to Bedson, 25.10.71, No. 4; Provincial Police 
Letfcterbook.. 
3 2 OB, LI.11.74. 3 3 0B,B.12.74,12.11.74. 

3 4 OB, 16.11.74. 3 5 OB, 22.9.75. 

36 
OB, 1.1.75. Unfortunately no copies of these rules have been 

discovered, and comparative material which has been turned up has 
been quite out of context in terras of the Lower Fort Garry sit­
uation. 

38 

Little is known of the general furniture of the instit­

ution, beyond a reference in the return of burnt articles, which 

showed the following losses: "1 flour bin, 7 night tubs (urine); 
30 

1 table; 2 benches; 13 sacks." It is almost certain that commf 

articles of everyday uses — tables, benches and the like — were 

manufactured of local timber by convict labour. A certain amount 

of general and specialized furniture did crop up in letters and 

memoranda, but thie information tended to indicate that standard 

household equipment was used for most functions. Stoves, for 

example, were shipped up from Winnipeg in the fall of 1671 to 
31 

provide heat for the penitentiary buildings. 

Various other pieces of equipment were mentioned from 
32 

time to time. These included a "watch-clock", probably kept 

either by the gate-keeper or by the guard at the main door of 

the penitentiary. There was also a large ball, apparently raised 

on a pole in front of the main penitentiary building, which was 

used as a "signal ball." It was raised about dusk to indicate 

that prisoners at work outside the stockade should he Returned 

to their wards and cells. During the winter the ball was raised 

about 4:45 p.ml The prison was also equipped with a bell to 

announce the daily routine; in winter, the first bell to announce 
' 3̂  

unlocking of prisoners rang at 6:30 a.m. A visitor's book was 
kept by the gate-kepper after September, 1875, in which were 

35 
recorded the names of visitors and of the convicts visited. A 

36 
"board of rules and regulations" was posted in each cell. 
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Some small iteni3 of household equipment are mentioned 

in the daily order book. An order for November 17, 1874 indicated 
37 that the meals in the prison dining hall were served on- tin-ware. 

There are also frequent references to night-tubs, apparently the 

wooden ancestors of the once-common chamber pot. An 1875 order 

instructed tho head turnkey to get "the branding irons" from 

the storekeeper and brand each night tub with a number from 1. 

to 25, and with the letters "PP". The tubs were distributed 

among the cells according to number, "night tubs bearing same 

numbers as cells will be considered in future as property of 

that cell." The letters "PP" on the night tubs are ambiguous. 

They probably meant "Provincial Penitentiary" although the 
38 

establishment at the time was under federal jurisdiction. The 

night tubs were emptied during the day and replaced in the cells 
39 

"at least 30 minutes prior to Ball being raised for locking up." 

Another important part of the stationary equipment of 

the penitentiary was the fire-fighting equipment. Bedson was 

very concerned about the danger of fire, and with good reason. 

In Dec3mber,1872 a minor fire destroyed some of his records, 

and there was another blasse in the store-room in April, 1875. 

This latter fire Bodson thought had bean set by a convict named 

Bellair, who was at the time an assistant to the steward. The 

fire was easily quelled with the assistance of several convicts 

and turnkeys, and two vats of water which wore kept on hand for 
40 

such an emergency. In his report to the Inspector at the end of 

1875, Bedson stated that 

3 7 OB, 11.17.74. 

OB9 7.9*75• The tubs may have been purchased by and for the 
provincial authorities to serve in the provincial ponal system 
after the provincial and federal prisons v/cro completely sep­
arated by the opening of Stony Mountain. 

3 9 OB, 1.10.75- *° Bedson to MeMickcn, 
18.4.757 BL p. 361. 
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In the different wards I have vats that contain upwards of 
600 gallons of water and in the boiler in the prison yard 
upvrards of 300 gallons; with such a quantity of water it 
is difficult for a fire to make very great headway, as long 
as proper diligence is exhibited by the turnkeys and guards.,^ 
I have since procured two Babcock fire extinguishers. 

In addition to the equipment of the penitentiary itself, 

Bedson found himself for a time in charge of the supplies and 

livestock left behind by the North West Mounted Police whan they 

left the Port in 1674« Those included the following: 

50 Bed tops and trestles complete. 
15 table tops do — 
18 officers chairs. 
8 standing lamps. 
8 hanging lamps complete with glasses. 
15 lengths 7 in. stove pipe. ^ 

2 sleighs and canvas cover. 

He also related tbe following melancholy tale to the Mounted 

Police agent at Winnipeg: 

I beg to report the death of one of the N.W.M. Police 
Cows which has been under ray charge during the past 
winter. This cow has been ailing since I first received 
her. I had to put her i.n a sling on the night of the 
8th inst., she being unable to stand. 
The best of care had always been given to her. She re- ,« 
ceived regularly bran mashes, every day. 

Scant evidence is available on the storage and prep­

aration of food for the penitentiary; in fact the exact location 
i 

of the kitchen is unknown, though it seems almost certain that 

it was outside the main building. A root house was located 

^ CSP 14/1876, p. 138. 

^2 Bedson to Thos. Nixon, 27.11,74, BL p.. 2.90, 

4 3 Ibid., 12.5.75, p. 371. 
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outside'" the prison walls, and "potatoes, beets, cabbage, and 

other vegetables" were stored in it. Hie return of provisions 

destroyed by fire in 1875 listed large quantities of salt, tea, 
45 sugar and flour among the items damaged by water. The prison 

had a lax-ge vegetable garden attached to it and it is likely 

that much of the produce of this garden was consumed at the 

fort itself. Beef was the principal meat consumed, at the rate 

of about 59 pounds per day. ' The penitentiaxy also used 980 

pounds of oats per week, but this was likely consumed by horses. 

In all, rations made up the largest single item on the penit­

entiary' s budget for (fiscal year 1875, amounting to $4,227*51 out 

of a total expenditure of about $20,000. 

6) Medica1 Services; 

During his two years as warden at Lower Fort Garry, 

Bedson employed two medical officers at the penitentiary. Neither 

of them entirely satisfied hia. His first M.0. was David Young, 

a Sarnia native who arrived in Manitoba in 1871. Young lost 

his position in a dispute over fees and services when the federal 

government took over the penitentiaxy in 1874* He was replaced 

briefly by Dr. Henry Beddome of St* Andrews, whose penchant for 

the bottle soon brought Young back into office if not into favour 

in 1875* He continued as Medical Officer at the Penitentiary un­

til after the penitentiaxy was moved from Lower Fort Garry. 

Young was first hired in July, 1871, virtually as soon 

as the penitentiary opened-. His appointment apparently was arr-

** Bedson to McMlcken, 1.5*75, explaining losses sustained when 
flood waterG covered the root house for 42 hoursj BL, p. 369* 

** £L, p. 360. 

BL, letters to local, farmers requesting tenders for that 
amount of beef for the early summer months, 29*4*72. 

*' Bedson to Nixon, 31*5*75, BL. 

*** £SP 15/1877, p. 189. See Appendix "H". 
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ahged through the provincial government or perhaps with a little 

assistance from Lieutenant Governor Archibald. The financial 

arrangeraent under which Young attended the staff and inmates of 

the penitentiary "was to visit daily and be paid- for each person 
3 

seen by him $1.75 vdth extra for raedecinc." When the local gov­

ernment relinquished control of the penitentiary in Augusy, 1874, 

Bedson apparently felt his hand strengthened in dealing vdth the 

doctor, and immediately asked him to modify his fee scale. Young 

refused, and the services of Dr. Beddome were secured. Young, 

Bedson reported, "vras refused admission to the prison.!' 

Dr. Beddome accepted the terms which Young had ;spurned, 

namely payment of $2.00 per month for each convict or turkey at 

the institution, and he undertook to supply medecine at his own 

expense. He was appointed at the end of August, 1874, but soon 

ran into difficulties as Bedson addressed him the followihng letter 

in May of the following year: 

I cannot understand that I am now left for four days without 
any medical attendance, if you are unable to attend you 
ought to have arranged with some other medical man to act 
for you. The responsibility thus thrown upon me is very 
great and I shall now be necessitated to secure the ser-^ 
vices of some other Medical practitioner. 

In a later report to Ottawa, Bedson claimed that Beddome ceased 

to attend 14 April, 1875, which was presumably the last Tfcisit 

for which he was paid. In this report, the warden added some 

remarks on Beddome's general unsuitability: "I had to dispense 

with Dr. Beddome's services for neglect of duty in not attend­

ing to his patients and being under the influence of liquor 

For biographical material on Young, see Manitoba, Pictor­
ial* and Biographical (Winnipeg, 1913) Vol. I, p. 117. 

2 
See R.B. SomerviHe, Young's father -in -law, to John A. 

Macdonald, 17.10.72, which suggests that Somerville or Young 
himself had some influence with Archibald, PAC: RO 13 1872/1393. 
3 

Bedson to Deputy Minister of Justice, 11.11.75, BL p. 460 

Ibid. See also Bedson to McMicken, 2.11.74, BL p. 884. 

5 
Bedson to Beddome, 4 .5 .75 , BL p . 370. 



during one of his visits. The "other Medical practitioner" re­

ferred to in the letter to Beddome turned out to be David Young, 

who may well have been the only applicant. Young accepted the 

basis of payment under which Beddome had worked, and continued 

to provide medical services as long as the penitentiary remained 
7 

at Lower Fort Garry.' 

Medical care was among Bedson's high priorities and 

he showed a solicitous concern for the convicts' health at all 

times, Bedson's daily orders on a number of subjects showed this 

concernj for example, late in 1874 he ordered a convict to be 

flogged, specifying that all turnkeys and the doctor were to be 

present. When a lunatic was confined to the prison, his treat-

9 

ment was always to he "subject to the Surgeon's approval," Bed-

son's general, comments on warm bedding and laundering of dirty 

bedding indicated at least an interest in cleanliness and comfort, 

for the prisoners. Cleanliness was also uppermost in his..mind when 

he addressed the following communication.to Sheriff Armstrong in 

Winnipeg early in 1872: 
I am of opinion that a bath was ordered... last summer for 
this establishment and if such is still on hand J should 
very much wish it to be sent here at an early date as I wish-, Q 
the prisoners should bathe-twice a month. 

Turnkeys were cautuoned against giving even the lightest duties 

to prisoners on the sick-list vdthout the surgeon's knowledge of 

the case. 

Bedson to Deputy Minister of Justice, I876, BL p. 463. 

7 
w , The conrovei;sial fee-scale applied only to civilian pris­

oners; military convicts at Lower Fort Garry received medical 
services at the expense of the military authorities. See Bed-
son to Major Peebles, 11.12.73, BL. Peobles was military Sup­
ply Officer at Upper Fort Garry. 

8 pB, 9.11.74. 

9 OP., 5.12.74. 

1 0 BL, 6.2.72. n OB, 12.1.75 
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Bedson was grea t ly annoyed a t the prevalent cubtom of 

confining luna t i c s in the peni ten t ia ry . "The luna t ic Robinson" 

was received in December, 1874, and was immediately confined to 

"Number 1 Cell" underground subject to removal to a remoter c e l l 
1? 

(Penal Cell No. 3) "when very noisy." ' Several months later 

another lunatic, a woman, was delivered to the fort under a 

warrant of coranittraent. In this case Bedson put her in a bastion 

and rushed off a letter to the Lieutenant Governor, protesting 

that "the convicts for over two weeko past have been making 

complaints about not being able to get sufficient rest during the 

night, owing to the continual noise which is kept up by insane 
13 persons confined amongst them." He proposed that a grant of 

about $800 be made to the penitentiary to put up a building 

"about 30 ft. x 20 ft. which would give 6 good cells, Wahh room 

and dining hall." This he proposed to use for a lunatic ward. 

The province apparently made the money available and by January, 

1876, Bedson was able to rpport that "a small building inside the 

walls of the prison where all lunatics could be kept" was under 
15 

construction. 

7) Religious-, Services: 

Bedson never questioned the premise that religious 

instruction shou3.d form part of the reformation of prisoners. 

From the first, Protestant chaplains attended the prisoners 

every Sunday, a Catholic priest attended every month, a Cath­

olic guards read services for their co-religionists when the 

priest was not available for Sunday. Despite the interest of 

both warden and chaplains in the religious instruction given 

12 PJL. 5.12.74. 

1 3 Bedson to Morris, 22.6.75, BL p . 389. 

1U M&-> PP- 366-7. 

1 5 CSP 14/1876, pp. 138-46. 



to convicts,.there was almost certainly no prison library, re­

ligious or otherwise. Although the chaplains were interested in 

such a library, there is no record of its ever having bean form­

ed; the penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry was such a tran&itory 

affair' and its financial fotting was sufficiently uncertain that 

the failure to carry out this scheme is quite understandable. So 

religious exercises at the Manitoba Penitentiary were restricted 

entirely to Sundays and a handful of special events, such as 

Christmas. 

The first Frotestant chaplain under the Provincial 

administration of the prison was Rev. Henry Cochrane, an Ang­

lican and an Indian from the parish of St. Peter's. He attend­

ed all the protestants at the penitentiary, including Anglicans, 
2 

Presbyterians, Lutherans, VJesleyans, and Methodists. Cochrane 

was transferred to the Stanley Mission in June, 1874, whs he was 

replaced at the Penitentiary by W.H. Moore as Chaplain, Hoore 

continued until May, 1876, when he took sick leave, from which 

he never returned. His replacement, the Venerable Archdeacon 

Cowley, visited on an interim baais during Moore's illness, then 

became the official Protestant Chaplain on the latter's death 

in October, 1876. Cowlejr v/as an unctuous man who considered 

See T.C.B. Boon, The AnjfMcan Church from the Bay to the 
Rockies (Toronto, 19o2 ) for the!"foliovdng description of Coch­
rane's career: "Henry Cohhrane was the third native to be or­
dained. Born at the Indian Settlement and sponsored as a can­
didate for Holy Orders by the 3x>cal Church Missionary Society 
Committee, his ministry was 3pent almost as much with the 
white settlers as among his own people. The perfection of his 
diction and the beauty of his sermons were long remembered in 
Winnipeg. The full details of his life have never been gathered 
together, 'but there was much tragedy in it..,. He died in lone­
liness at the JacJchead mission on Lake Winnipeg in 1898," (p. 86). 

2 
Religious taken from Register of Prisonere,at Stony .Mountain. 

3 
A native of Gloucestershire, Abraham Cowley arrived in Can­

ada and vras ordained a priest by. Bishop Jacob Mountain Sn 18/0.. 
He was 25 years old. Ho conducted a mission to the Saultraux on 
the north-west shore of Dake Manitoba, then was transferred to 
Red Rivor in 1854, where he served at the Indian Settlement. See 
Boon, on. cit., pp. 51-3-
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it his "great, though melancholy pleasure11 to minister to the 

needs of the convicts, and he reflected that "I often think it 

impossible that good shall not result from the holy services of 

divine worship, a3 it is practiced in [the] Penitentiary at the 

Stone Fort,"*1' 

The Catholic Chaplain, the famous missionary Father 

Albert Lacombe, paid less attention to his duties as chaplain 

than did his successive Protestant counterparts — perhaps be­

cause Lacombe had to travel a considerable distance from Saint 

Boniface, while the Protestant chaplains were all residents of 

the Lower Settlement. Lacombe, however, received the.same sal­

ary — $150 per annum — as wa3 allocated for the Protestant 

Chaplain. Lacombe reported at the etui of I876, 

I go to the penitentiary monthly, on Sunday, and perform 
the religious services. Sometimes, when I cannot go, one 
of the priests goes to.;.accoraplish these religious duties. 
In our absence, one of the Turnkeys (a Catholic) reads 
the prayers and one religious instruction to the Catholic* 
convicts. 

This routine apparently remained as lorig as the penitentaary was 

located at Lower Fort Garry, 

Sunday was generally a slack day at the Penitentiary, 

with no work for convicts or turnkeys, except that the latter, 

of course, were still responsible for security. Only meals and" 

Sunday services broke up what would othervdse have been a rather 

monotonous — if relaxed — day. Services were at 10:3© &.m» 

* CSP 14/1676, pp. 138~46j CSP 15/1877, pp. 180-5. 

:CSP. 15/1877. bne of the turnkey c in question was named 
Mulvaney, of. CB. 17.7.75. 
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for the Catholics, and at 2:15 p.m. for Protestants. Coviley 

described in detail the "beautiful ordering of arrangements 

for divine v/orship on Lord's days.": 

The large upper room of the building is for the occasion 
turned into a chapel, seats so arranged that every pris­
oner is enabled to face the Chaplainj this is a great 
gain, and the guards are so distributed that should their 

be any design on tone part of their prisoners to take ad­
vantage of the comparative freedom, it would be next to 
impossible for them to effect anything. Each prisoner 
who can use them is furnished with the usual books of de­
votion, and most of them seem glad to avail themselves of 
the opportunities. The utmost decorum prevails; the pris­
oners sing with great spirit, apparently thoroughly en-
loying that part of the service. They join in prayer and 
in the reading of the psalms and other portions of the 
scripture readily, and during the sermon there is alvajrs „ 
rivetted attention to the discourse. 

Unfortunately there is no corresponding description of the Cath­

olic services, but one must assume that R.C. convicts wene as 

pious, holy, and unworldly as the men whom Cowley described. 

They did, according to Lacombe, at least have prayer-books for 

use during services. 

6 Ibid. 

7 £§£ 15/1677. 
8 CSP lA/iay6. 
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IV $ THE ASYLUM, 1884 to 1886 

1) Founding and Administration; 

Warden Bedson of Stony Mountain Penitentiary had protest-

ws for years against the confinement of lunatics in prisons. He 

argued, quite rightly, that their condition warranted an entirely, 

different treatment from that accorded ordinary convicts. He also 

noted the bad effect of this practice on the prisoners themselves. 

In 1875* the provincial government and legislature proposed that 

"owing to the limited income of the Province it is impossible to 

erect and maintain an Asylum for insane persons at the public cost.", 

and it invited "the Privy Council of Canada to set aside a portion 

of the Penitentiary now being erected in that province for the re­

ception of Criminal lunatics, and other insane persons, the reason­

able cost of maintaining such last persons to be borne by the Prov-
2 

ince." Justice Minister Blake recognized this quickly as part of 

the continuing game of dominion-provincial financial bickering, and 

in particular as one of Manitoba's efforts to have public institu­

tions erected and supported by Federal funds. He also pointed out 

how similar the proposed arrangement was to the existing relation­

ship between the federal and Ontario governments concerning Rock-

wood Asylum, an arrangement which was "deemed by both the Canadian 

and Provincial Government unsound in principle and unsatisfactory 

in practice." The province's request was, not only turned down cold, 

but was met with an ultimatum; all lunatics were to be removed from 

the federal penitentiary at Lower Fort Garry before April 1, 1876, 

"provided no contingency should occur rendering earlier action 
3 

necessary." 

See p. Aij., above. 

2 
Cabinet Report signed by Mackenzie and Dufferin, 22.12.75J 

PAC: RG 2 - 1 - Vol. 11.7 (Privy Council Papers). 

3 ibid-
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Blake's bad taste in selecting April Fools day as the 

removal date for all lunatics was overlooked, as indeed was his 

deadline. The lunatics remained in federal prisons not only while 

the penitentiary was at Lowor Fort Garry but for eight years at 

Stony Mountain as well. At 3.ong last the Province took action: in 

January, 1884, surveyors began to lay out a site for the new Prov­

incial Asylum at Selkirk. v Sir Hector Langevin laid the corner­

stone on August 26th, but it was obvious by this time that comple-

5 

tion of the institution would be long delayed. The federal auth­

orities were increasedly impatient to clear out the lunatics, as 

demands for extra space at Stony Mountain became more and more 

pressing. So the Province decided in October, 1884 to move the 
lunatics into Lower Fort Garry until the Selkirk Asylum was ready 

7 
to receive them. After a late start the provisional asylum neared 
completion, supervised by Mr. R. Dickson, by the end of January, 

g 
188$. The province's lease with the HBC was dated 22 December, 

1884; the institution was formally opened February 18th and began 
9 

to function on the 20th, and remained.at the Lower Fort until May 
of 1886.10 

Like the penitentiary which had previously occupied the 

same principal building, the asylum was a pioneer institution in 

the Province, located at the Stone Fort as a stop-gap measure only. 

It is unlikely that the medical superintendent, the only doctor 

attached to the institution, had any special training in psychiatric 

practice — hardly an unusual deficiency in 188$. This medical super­

intendent was Dr. David Young, previously referred to as the medical 

officer of the provincial penitontiary. Young was born in Sarnia, 

Canada Wost in 1847 > and received his M.D. from Queen's University 

* Selkirk Herald, 18.1.84 3/a* 5 Ibid., 29.8.84 2/c. 

6 CSP 6$/l881; CSP 12/1882. ? Selkirk Herald, 1.11.84 3/d. 

8 .l^id., 31.1.8$, 3/d. 9 February 18th was the 
date of a proclamation by the Lieutenant-Governor; the actual date of 
occupancy is taken from Dr. Young's Journal (hereafter referred to as 
YJ), entry for 20.2.8$. 

10 
Depai'ture dato taken from Manitoba, Pictoriiil and Biographical, 

lpc. c i t . 
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in 1871, In June of that year he began his medical practice at 

Lower Fort Garry, becoming immediately medical officer at the 

penitentiary. He supervised the transfer of the insane from 

Stony Mountain to Lower Fort Garry in 1885, when he became 

medical superintendent of the Manitoba Asylum, a po3t which he 

held until 1912, His career was not without controversy; his 

troubles with V/arden Bedson have been noted above, and a more 

serious charge was levelled against him in 1885. John Gunn, a 

prominent citizen of St, Andrew's parish complained of Young's 

appointment to Sentator Schultz, who replied that "of course,,. 

Lunatics in their asylum are purely matters of Provincial care 

and if Young has the charge £n this way I can do nothing but if 

the Domiirion still controls I can & will object to their being in 

charge of such a drunken incompetent." There seems no other ev­

idence of this charge; Young's journal and the length of h$s ser­

vice both suggest that one should consider the source of Schultz's 

remark, and ignore it. 

Though Young himself had virtually no formal experience 

with lunatics, he had one experienced staff member: Miss McBride, 

the matron, had occupied a similar position in the asylum at Lon­

don, Ontario. The matron's assistant, chief attendant, and bursar 

were probably all local people or recent settlers — they were 

Miss Carrj.e Kennedy, George Black, and James Colclough respect-
12 

ively. " Young always had difficulties in retaining staff — 

no doubt because of the naturo of the institution. Carrie Kenn­

edy resigned in June, 1885, having served les3 than six months, 
33 

"her relations objecting to hor remaining any longer." Young 

11 
Schultz to Gunn, 23.2,85, PAM: Gunn Papers. 

1 2 Selkirk Herald, 21,2.85 2/d. 

13 II* 13.5.S5. 
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even had trouble retaining washerwomen; they struck,"said the 
lit 

work was too hard and the pay too small1.', in Apxdl, 1885. 

There was also a considerable turnover in male attendants, even 

in the brief year spent at Lower Fort Garry. 

There was a good deal of diversity both in the type 

of lunatics committed and in the manner of their treatment. All, 

however, were committed in the same way. The allegedly insane 

person was brought before a Justice of the Peace or before a 

Police Court, where appropriate testimony concerning his state 

of mind would be given by friends, neighbours, witnesses to app­

arently insane acts, or by the patient himself. Then the patient 

would be interviewed independently by two doctors. If they re­

ported in favour of committal to the asylum, a warrant was iss­

ued over the Lieutenant-Governor's signature, and the patient was 

taken to Dr. Young. Discharge procedures were less exacting; in 

fact on at least one occasion an inmate of the asylum discharged 

himself. Young remarked in his dairy, "As I wanted his wife to 

take him hone & he is quite fit to return /%J made no effort to 
15 

find him. Patients returning home or being otherwise discharged 

without the superintendent's full assurance that they were cured 

were usually released into the custody of a friend or relative. 

The custodian had to send Young fox-nightly reports on the mental 

and physical health of the patient; if such reports were not forth­

coming, the patient and his guardian foxrfeited the right of future 

re-committal in case of relapse. 

14 H » 23.4.85. 

15 
YJ, 12,8.85; this procedure does not seem to have been in 

common — it was still in use at Brandon Mental Hospital twenty 
years later, with xx-sgard to a patient considex̂ ed "well enough 
at the time to take care of himself," Sec J.J. Anderson to D. 
Young, 14.2.1908, ih Fyle No. 11, Medical Rooorda, Selkirk 
Asylum. (Hereafter reforred to as MR. 

See MR Fyle No. 1, probational bond for T.H.R. (Names of 
patients aro omitted from this report as their inclusion would 
serve no use ul historical purpose. The exception is W.H. Jack­
son (Honore Joseph Jaxon), whose case is a matter of public 
record. 
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? ) 2*12. Patients: 

The asylum patients were as diverse a3 the penitentiary 

prisoners had been before them. Initially, 28 men and eight women 

comprized the list of inmates sent from Stony Mountain and the 
• 37 

Winnipeg gaol to Lower Fort Garry's temporary asylum.* Some were 

evidently fairly mild in their disorders; many of those were dis­

charged during the course of the year spent at Lower Fort Garry. 

Others, though badly deranged, were placid, such as Dr. 0., who 

siinply lacked ambition and initiative, and did nothing of any con-
18 

sequence except occasionally to play croquet. There was also a 

good number of severely disturbed individuals, notably two of the 

women, who according to Young's journal and their medical records, 

conducted themselves totally without inhibitions, suffered delus­

ions, and had ideas which it is beyond the scope of this study to 

discuss. They were of many nationalities 4- Italians, French Can­

adians (probably metis), Icelanders, the usual quota from the Brit­

ish Isles, and a Danish seaman, who according to his own testimony 
. 19 

had once commanded a ship with 69 masts and 39 smokestacks. 

Some were undoubtedly from well-to-do-families and had been brought 

up well; one must suspect that many of these had been sent to Man­

itoba in the hope that their condition v/ould improve 5n the frontier 

atmosphere, or at loast that emigration would render their unsteady 

conditions of less embarassment to their families than if they had 

stayed at home. In other cases patients far from home enlisted the 

sympathetic help of friends and relatives to try to secure a release 

from the asylum and transportation home. This v/as the case of a young 

1 7 YJ» 20«2*85. 

1 8 YJ, 16.9.85. 

1 9 MR, fyle Ho. 2. 
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Nova Scotian butcher whose only ambition was to be released and 

sent back to Piotou County. This sublime favour was denied him; 

he died at Selkirk some years later. 

The greatest single disadvantage of Lower Fort Garry, 

from Dr. Young's point of view, was the ease with which patients 

could escape. Some merely wandered around outside the enclosure: 

one went "into the store and picked up an axe which she attempt-
20 

ed to use in striking a visitor." Others fled over the walls, 

usually only seeking a holiday. In such cases Young could only 

muster all the attendants he could spare and send them out to 
21 

search, while the Winnipeg police were notified by telephone. 

The escapes averaged about one per month, but only one patient 

—Riel's former secretary William Henry Jackson — completely-

avoided capture by fleeing to the United States. 

There were other disadvantages to Lower Fort Garry, most 

of which stemmed from the restricted size of the grounds. "Patients 

give a good deal of. trouble", Young wrote in April, 1885, "by going 

into the Bursar's and my office and it is almost impossible for the 
2? 

attendants to prevent them." 'The close proximity of all types of 

patients to each other represented another drawback; "Continual 

fights show the necessity Cor having bettor arrangements for class-
23 

ifying." Perhaps the most bothersome problem of the restricted 

facilities was the manner in which sexual problems were aggravated. 

"Having the men.and women in close proximity undoubtedly has a bad 

effect on both", remarked Young, "and am frequently compelled to 

keep the women Inside when frequently they should be out." * The 

2 0 YJ, 10.4.85. 

2 1 YJ, 11.8.85. 

2 2 YJ, 11.4.85. 

23 JJL* 27.4.85. 
2K </YJ, 14.4.85. 
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men were undaunted: "Saw him and M. walking over towards the fe­

male ward.and sent Hill to look after them", Young wrote on an­

other occasion. Of course some of the sexual problems were un­

related to the patients' insanity, but simply reflected the fact 

that men and women, many of them married, wore confined for long 

periods without sexual contacts. "A.K. still depressed when I 

questioned her as to the cause she pointed to her genitals and 
26 

said che wanted something." Though conditions at the asylum 

undoubtedly aggravated such complaints, many of them were in­

herent in the nature of such institutions. 

The most famous initiate of the asylum at Lower Fort 

Garry — and its most famous escapee — was Vlilliam Henry Jack­

son, self-styled as Honore Joseph Jaxon, a secretary to Louis 

Kiel during the North West Rebellion of 1885. Unlike his "rebel 

chief", Jackson was fortunate enough to be judged insane, and 

was sent to Lower Fort Garry for safekeeping. His intelligence 

and resourcefulness and the nature of events leading to his committal 
27 

all promised that he would.be a most difficult patient. Jackson 

had been tried for treason, but a trial of less than half an- hour 

saw him acquitted on grounds of insanity. He arrived at the Lower 

Fort on August 14> 1885, in company with a North West Mounted Po­

liceman named Farmer. He was quartered in Ward 2 (second floor* of 

the penitentiary building), diagnosed by Young as not a confirmed 
28 

lunatic, but "only a monomaniac, jcjriefljr on religious subjects." 

2 5 YJ, 20.4.85. 

2 6 YJ» 25.4.85. 

27 
The best historical account and character sketch of Jackson 

(l have retained here the form of his name under which he was co­
mmitted) is Louis Blake Dugf's "Amazing Story of the Winghamite 
Secretary of Louis Kiel", Wjsstern Ontario History Nuggets (Series 
// 22). Duff's article combines elements of personal recollection 
with some decent researchj a copy of the article in typescript 
is fyled vdth Jackson's medical records at Selkirkj MR, Fyle Ho. 46. 
See also W.J.G. Chorvdnski, "Honore Joseph JaxbHu• •.%" PiLS XLVI, 
No. 2 (Juno, I965) pp. 122-33, for a scholarly discussion of Jackson 
as a U.S. labour agitator. 

http://would.be
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He did not .appear in Young's Journal for the first month of hi3 

stayJ he must have pondered escaping at this time, for his major 

3o3 achievement, a letter to" his family, stated in part: 

I believe the Dr. and most if not all of the attendants 
would like to see me get away — but their position as 
you are probably aware is a somewhat peculiar one ••— it 
being a moot question not less among them than at Gov't 
headquarters as to whether, whatever public advantages 
might be derived from my liberation would not be more 
than counter-balanced by private disadvantages to them­
selves.... Should I endeavour to take French leave with­
out the Dr.'s certificate or permit, whatever attendant 
last had the honor of seeing me might in his turn suffeiVg 
loss of position without any compensatory advantage. ' 

The command of the English language shown in this letter is most 

creditable, despite a hint of madness lurking somewhere behind. 

The letter was dated SepteT.iber.19th, the same day on which Young 
30 

finally persuaded Jackson to break a 4-day fast. 

For reasons best known to himself, Young made no imm­

ediate mention of Jaokson's escape in his Journal. Accox̂ ding to 

Cherwinski, the escape toolc place "two and a half months" after 

Jackson was committed. Late in November people began calling to 
31 

collect Jackson's personal belongings-. Another story claims 

that Jackson escaped Sunday, Noverabei* 2, by stealing a minister's 

team and rig parked outside the Fort, and "did not stop till 
32 

he had crossed the United States border." ' Jackson was, of 

course, never recaptured, and despite a prophesy by one of Young's 
33 

contemporaries that "your conduct will create a big scandal", no 

reprisals seem to have been taken against the superintendent or 

attendants. 

28 
Jackson to his family, 19.9.8$, MR Pyle No. 46. 

2 9 Ibid. 3 0 YJ. 17.9.85. 19.9.85. 

31 3 2 

YJ, 25.11.85. J Winnipeg Free Press, 
Prairie Farmer, 30,1.$952; photocopy of a dipping, included in NHSS 
Report No. 104, 

33 
J.A. MacArthur to Young, telegram, ,10.11.85, MR Fylo No. 46. 

http://SepteT.iber.19th
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3) Medical Services: 

Young's asylum contained none of the relics of medieval 

barbarism which one might expect to find in a nineteenth-century 

asylum. There were no devices for harsh physical restraint and 

Young seems to have invoked force only in extreme cases, 

S.P.'s language has become... bad and all other means of 
restraining her failing have used a towel as a gag and 
tho of on3.y temporary value yet can be easily and fre­
quently applied without injury to her and with great re­
lief to all near her. 34 

This is the only recorded case in Young's journal of the use of 

physical restraint. Patients who showed any reason at all — and 

sometimes those who didn't — werevargued with and cajoled very 

much as if they were recalcitrant children; the results were us­

ually fairly good: 

A.S ran into her own room screaming and swearing. I 
then locked the door which seemed to exasperate her very 
much. She threw her chamber pot at the door, smashing it 
in pieces. £ \ J unlocked the door, and took out all the 
broken pieces of crockery & talked to her for a while ab­
out acting in such a way when she commenced to cry and „,. 
gradually quieted down. 

Patients who did not rospond to verbal persuasion were often 

given sedatives of one sort or another, A number of these have 

been identified through the obscurity of Young's execrable hand­

writing and his medical short-hand. Then/- include whiskey^ , 
37 

morphine sulphate , potassium bromide and chloral (trichlor-
38 39 

acetaldehyde)^ , and Hyocyamime. All these chemical sedatives 
were administered with a hypodermic needle. 

^ YJ, 23.9.85 3 5 YJ, 2.3.85. 
<""••- • *— 

3 6 YJ, 19.3.85. 3 7 YJ, 30.7.85. 
38 
' ' YJ, 3.0.8.85J the chemical formulae for the three last-named 
are KBr, KI, and CCiLCHO. 
39 
' YJ.* 20,6.85. All sedatives (except whiskey) identified with 
the assistance of the Encyclopedia Britannlca. XI edition. 
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When patients misbehaved grossly they were sometimes 

obliged to suffer for their mistakes — one, for example, dest­

royed her bed and was for some time threufter obliged to sleep 

on the floor. This theory of punishment had draw-backs, since 

Young wa3 not prepared to carry it to the extreme of letting 

patients go naked or hungry of they destroyed their clothes or 

refused to eat. In the latter case a nasal feeding tube was 

available, and it was used at least twice at Lower Fort Garry. 

There were of course other medical practices besides 

mental care to be attended to. A scale was available, permitting 

Young to record the weights of patients with eating problems. 

Iodoform was kept on hand for cuts and minor infections. During 

their stay at Lower Fort Garry, all the patients and attendants 

were vaccinated by Young against smallpox. 

A-) Routine and Sj^cial Events; 

The asylum at Lower Fort Garry had a relatively fixed 

routine of activities, but of course there was no organized pro­

gram of works such as Bedson had operated with the penitentiary, 

and a patient who sought for some infathomable reason to ignore 

the daily routine would usually be allowed to go his way. There 

were constant efforts made to amuse or distract the patients with 

both vrork and recreation. There is no fixed bed-time on record — 

considering the nature of the institutions patients were probably 

permitted to stay in bed a3 long as they saw fit, but were encour­

aged to return there about dark — it is highly unlikely that they 

were left with candles or kerosene lamps. There is record of their 

being sent to bed at. 7:30 one night — their first night at Lower 

Fort Garry — but. on special occasions they were known to stay 

4 0 YJ» 2.3.85. ^ YJ> 26-27.5.85. 

4 2 YjJ, 21J.„85. w Y£, 19.7.85. 

4 4 See YJ, 11 tOi3Jv.ll.85. 

http://tOi3Jv.ll.85
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somewhat later. There is unfortunately no record of fixed meal­

times. 

Daily activities varied as much-with the deason as with 

the Whim Of the individual patient. Some activities in which the 
i A in 

men indulged included "wheeling barrows" , digging a drain , 
and ploughing, planting, and tending a small garden which in­

to 
eluded celery, cabbage, cauliflower, and tomatoes. Women's 

49 activities were restricted to such things as sewing . Of course 

the vital or even the routine business, of the institution was 

not entrusted to the patients. However, Young recorded that "nearly 

all the patients do some work, and if suitable employment could be 
50 

found could get a great deal done." 

Several special occasions took place during the stay of 

Young's patients at Lower Fort Garry. Some were relatively regular 

and prosaic, like the Saturday night bathj others were unplanned, 

like the escapes; but there were two sorts of diversionary act­

ivity which were both.planned and encouraged — religion and partying. 

There was apparently no chaplain assigned to the asylum, for services 

were performed at different times over, the course of the year by the 

following clergymen: Archdeacon Cowley, Rev. O.K. Martin of Kapleton, 

Fr. Al.la.rd of Selkirk, Rev. A. Mathoson of little Britain, and Rev. 

A.L. Fortin. On other occasions, when none of these holy men app­

eared, appropriate passages were read from scripture by individual 
52 

patients in their waxxis. On the rare occasions that the minister 

4 5 YJ, 20.2.85. ^ YJ, 27.2,85. 

4 7 Ji* 6.4.85. ** YJ, 1.6.85. 

4 9 H » 26.2.85. 5° YJ, 27.2.35. 

' See YJ for those dates: 8.3.; 5.4.; 29.3.J 15.3; and 13.12.35. 

52 H , 1.3.85. 

http://Al.la.rd
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visited in the morning, patients might spend the afternoon singing 
53 

hymns and reading scripture. Attendance at each of these ser­
vices was of course, voluntary, but most of the patients seemed to 

enjoy the diversion, except for one who "refused to go to Service 
5a and said it was all damned nonsense." ^ 

The other diversion came in the form of various parties, 

including dances, and, for the women, a weekly drive into Selkirk. 
55 during good weather. 7;7The parties were quite frequent, and included 

evening dances, sometimes with music provided by the attendants or 

by the Selkirk Brass Band; on. another occasion the patients of 

Ward 1 had a party of their own, to which they invited those of 

Ward 2. One of the attendants played the violin and the evening 

was climaxed when the patients "read an address and bid good-bye 
57 to Attendant Kill, who leaves tomorrow." The piece de resistance 

was the 25th of May, 1885, which was celebrated as the Queen's 

Birthday: 

We had various games and dances with music during the day. 
In evening those who wished'went over to female ward and 
danced from 7.p.m. till 9-p.ro. Mr. 0. made an oration, Mr. 
C. and VI.- R.J. sang songs. Ice cream, cake and lemonade 
being handed around they all retired after singing "God--
Save the Queen" having enjoyed the evening very much. 

Except when they were working or engaged in some sort 

of group activity, the patients were quite free to come and go 

as they wished within their* own part of the fort. One wandered 

around for days "making a large collection of nails, musket 
59 

balls, and other odds and ends he picks up in the yard."77 This 

5 3 YJ, 19.4.85. *** YJ, 26.7.85. There 
is no record of where \>hese services were held or what, if any, 
religious material was available to the patients between Sundays; 
shortly after the institution was established Archdeacon Cowley 
promised to send the patients "some reading matter." (YJ,, 25.2.85.) 

^'' Selkirk Herald 4.4.£5 3/b. ^ YJ, 25.6.85. 

5 7 YJ, 30.4.85. 5 8 YJ, 25.5.85. 

5 9 B.> 33.ft. 85. 
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same patient also developed the habit of walking up to horses and 

oxen •— these animals were evidently allowed into the yard, which 

suggests that the gate had been enlarged — and thrusting* his 

arm down their throats. At times Young felt that the patients 

were insufficiently supervised by themr attendants: 

Thru some misunderstanding the third flat patients have been 
allowed to smoke after retiring & was only brought to my no­
tice by a report from Attd. Jones. The Chf. Attend, is resp-
pnsible for this he knowing and not reporting the fact to me. 
All the attd3. and night watch state they reported to him. I 
have warned him not to take such responsibility upon himself_., 
again. 

Apart from mixing of the sexes, patients were apparently allowed 

to mingle freely amongst each other, except for those disposed to 

violence, who were confined to their rooms during bad spells. In 

this way they had the rudiments of a feeling of community with 

each other, as the following excerpt shows: 

T.C. told me he had called all the patients and Attendants 
together and made a speech and they had all consented to 
appoint him to telegraph Sir Jno. A. Macdonald to form them 
into a Comp/anyy to go and fight the rebels. He wanted me to ^ 
promise to send a telegram at once on the fort line. 

60 * YJ,'25.3.85 and 30.3.85. 

61 ZL> 16.11.85. 

62 £L» 13X85. 
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V: GENERAL REMARKS ON RESTORATION 

Recommendations respecting site development of'the pen­

itentiary-asylum complex would intrude upon questions of policy, 

and consequently are beyond the immediate scope of this report. 

The writer feels, however, that certain problems arising directly 

out of the research will probably influence the direction which 

final decisions on restoration, interpretation, and display will 

take; they should therefore be' discussed briefly here. 

The first problem is the difficulty of trying to recreate 

either the asylum or the penitentiary complex completely, either 

on the site, or with a side model or plan for display purposes. 

Even without seeing the results of final archaeological work one 

may be reasonably sure that much of the penitentiary complex will 

remain a mystery. Full-scale restoration on the site seems out of 

the question, but it may be desireable to attempt a display model 

or plan. The same considerations hold true for the asylum. 

The principal difficulty in interpreting the asylum is 

one of taste. It would probably be difficult to go much beyond 

a presentation of the medical side of the asylum without offend­

ing someone. In a private conversation with the writer, one of 

the guides at Lower Fort Garry described the embarassiuent of att­

empting to explain an asylum to a class of students from a school 

for the mentally' handicapped. Since these tours do occasionally 

come through, and the visiting public have had experiences person­

ally or within their families involving psychiatric hospitals, the 

3cope for originality and creativity in interpreting the asylum 

should be nil. Perhaps it can all be dealt with in the Doctor's Office, 

Another problem relates to the lack of specific inform­

ation and artifact material on the penitentiary operations. A 

restoration of wards, cells, and turn-keys' quarters would to a 

certain extent have to be based in interpolation, while the sel­

ection of materials for an interpretive display is at the moment 

even more limited* This could lead to a situation such a3 that in 

the south-west bastion, where in an otherwise excellent display, 
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one photograph has been used four times in the space of a few hundred 

square feet display area, with only minimal alterations effected by 

cropping and enlargement. The penitentiary complex, exclusive of 

the underground cells, provides roughly 6,000 square feet display 

space and somewhat less original material than was available for 

the south-west bastion display. 

One partial solution to this problem which might be con­

sidered is the reconstruction of cells on the second floor at 

least — this is sure to attract visitors — and the use of the 

original "ward areas" as display space for interpretive material. 

Some thought might equally be given.to restoring the third floor 

as-a turnkeys1 flat, with rough 'convict-made• furniture and app­

ropriate amounts Of penal hardware — ankle fetters, carbines and 

the like — on display. It may or may not be thought tasteful to 

refer to the suicide of Tom Slack on this floor of the penitentiary 

building. 

Some thought may also be given to using some of the avaiD.-

able display space for small displays representing the Building's 

service to the HBC, British Army, provincial and federal govern­

ment, and the Motor Country Club^ The Club made extensive use of 

this building and if it were thought proper to commemorate its 

existence at the Fort, this would probably bo the appropriate 

building for it. 
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APPENDIX A 

The attached plan is taken from Robert Watson's 1928 

publication, Lower Fort parry, and is based urn. the z*ecollectionc; 

of people who lived and worked at tha Fort in its declining years. 

The map is by no means fully accurate or complete, but it is of 

some usefulness. Watson's comments cover a number of the buildings, 

etcetera, connected with the penitentiary, and his remai'ks on the 

institution, with cross-references to the map, are reprinted be­

low: 

k North Gateway. 

5 Wooden house, used by Dr. Young, the prison doctor. Built 
in 1865. Now used as a laundry. 

° Prisoners' yard. Formerly enclosed by high stockade. 

7 Penitentiary and asylum. See page 43 for full description. 
^Relevant material from pp. 43 fi» has been integrated into 
the text of this report;/ 

6 ?he remains of the oven built by the prisoners for the pur­
pose of baking their own bread. 

109 Prisoners' root house. Foundations still remain. 

114 Penitentlary sjbockade. At the north gate, outside, are the 
remains of the old penitentiary stockade, a number of posts 
still showing above ground. This stockade, ran about .36 feet 
out from the wall and east to within about 18 feet of the 
east bastion (powder inagnssineJ. There was a strong'wooden 
gateway to this stockade which was about 20 feet high. 

11-5 Entrance gate to prj^soners' yard. 

116 Prisoners' ice house. Foundations still remain. 

102 Vb£^able Garden of penitentiary. Formerly enclosed by a 
stockade. 
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APPENDIX C 

Letter from Commissioner _J. Wrigley to F_._ Holloway, clerrk in 

charge of Lower Fort Garry; at the time of the Lunatic Asylum. 

(Letter dated 24 December 1884) 
Source: HBCA: B.303/JC/lj Xerox copy from London Archives in 
N.H.S.S. Report No. 295. 

Dear Sir, 

I have to inform you that the Company has leased to 

the Provincial Government for one year from the 22nd inst., 

for the purpose of a Lunatic Asylum, such buildings and parts 

of the enclosure of the Fort as are shown in the accompanying 

sketch-rplan. 

It is agreed that the Government at their expedae 

repair the buildings and such other property leased to theraj 

and at the termination of the tenancy such ̂ improvements as are 

afftoed to the freehold be left. 

It is also agreed that the Government at their ex­

pense erect a fence, as marked in red on the accompanying sketch-

plan, in such a manner as will effectually prevent the possib­

ility of any of the inmates of the Asylum getting into the other 

parts of the enclosure of the Fort, and of any annoyance to 

people visiting the Company's Store or to the Company's servants 

inhabiting the Fort. This fence may bo reBioved by the Government 

at the termination of their tenancy. You will be good enough 

to affoixl the Government every assistance in carrying out their 

plans, and at the same time you vdll take care that the prov­

isions of the agreement are fulHy carried out. 

In case of need you vdll report. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Yours truly, 

J. Wrigloy. 
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APPENDIX P 

In 1873 construction began on a new common gaol in 

Winnipeg, and it opened in March, 1874. Some of the dimensions 

of thi3 building and its equipment are cited herej though they 

may not necessarily be accurate information on the other in­

stitution (at Stone Fort) they may be of some use as comparat­

ive material. 

Source: Report of the Department of Public Works for the Prov­
ince of Majdntpba from 18J0 to pOth JjVne, 1874*. 

pp. 11-1?: 

13th: Cell doors are 18 inches wide, with a ventilator of 10 
inches by 10 inches. 

14th: Wards are 12 feet by 40 feet and contain ten cells each. 
Wards of 12 feet by 24 feet contain six cells. 

42nd: The stockade is 14 feet high from ground level, and each 
post is sunk 8 feet below the surface, the whdle secure­
ly braced and pegged together, on mud sills twelve feet 
long. 

43rd: The length of the stockade is 401 feet, and there aro 32 
plants 2*sic7botween each post. There are four girths of 
6" x 7"*oak timber, to which, the planking is nailed, and 
all joists are battened with a three inch wide batten. 

44th: The planks used in the stockade are 16 feet long, 3 inches 
thick, of oak lumber, and there is about two feet of the 
planking sunk in the ground. 
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APPENDIX P. 

THE ARCHITECTURE OP LOWER FORT GARRY 

AT THE TIME OF THE NORTHER^'DEPARTMENT COUNCIL 

JUNE- 1846s $. pp. 2 2 . 3 4 

EXCERPTS, relating to the Penitentiary'or,"Warehouse"' building-

Peter Cameron, 
Museology Sect ion, 
National H i s to r i c S i t e s . 
September,1964. 



The exterior of the warehouse has remained much the 

same as it was when the building WJS completed except that 

one of the front doors has been filled in and some details 

have been changed on the north elevation. 

a) South Elevation 

The two chimneys, three dormers and six second storj> 

windows are visible in J/inlay drawings (illustrations 5 

and 6). A Mime photograph (illustration 9) shows this 

elevation very clearly and indicates that the -second door 

wasn't filled in.until much later when the warehouse was 

used as a penitentiary. 

b) East Elevation 

The upper part of the elevation is visible in a Einlay 

drawing (illustration j>). A Hime photograph (illustration 

9) shows all of it clearly. 

c) North Elevation 

Illustration 11 shows the upper part of this elevation-

that it has two dormers and two upper story windows. It 

is possible that the painting is innaccurate, but probably 

the east window was changed to a'door. only after the second 

floor of the warehouse building was used by a large number 

of people - eg.when it was used as a barracks during the 

stay of the Sixth Regiment, or as a penitentiary from ld'/O 

until 1877. (The steps coming down from this later door 

have since disappeared.) 

There is not. early evidence for the lower part of tola 

elevation although perhaps close examination of the stone­

work would indicate any alterations. 
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&) Yiest Elevation 

A finlay, drawing (illustration 4) shows most of this 

elevation. 

tCotos on the Plans 

Plan 1. This is redrawn from the engineers' plan 

(5$-14) of Lower Fort Garry. The redrawing was necessary 

to show the second door. 

Plan 2. Traced from the engineers' plan. 

Plan'3* A xeroxed copy of the engineers plan, witn 

the outlines darkened. 

Plan 4. Redrawn from the engineers' plan. The re­

drawing was necessary because the engineers' plan inex­

plicably included an extra dormer. A series of photographs 

show that the dormer doesn't exist now and never did exist. 

In addition, the door had to be changed to a window to 

correspond to illustration 11. 

Plan 5, A xeroxed copy from the engineers' plan with 

the outlines darkened. 

Plan 6. Redrawn from the engineers' plan. This was 

necessary to show the door, sealed up in the present build­

ing. Furthermore the engineers have forgotten one of the 

windows. 

Plan 7. A xeroxed copy of the engineers' plan witn 

the outlines darkened. (The sketchy writing was added to 

the engineers' plan later.) 

Plan 2. Same comments as for plan 7. 
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TK3 WAR3M0U3S c o n t ' d 

Notes on the Plans 

Plan 9. Redrawn from the engineers plan to eliminate 

the spurious third dormer. 

Plan 10. A xeroxed copy from the engineers' plan. 
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APPENDIX F 

Selected orders flrom the daily cu'der boplcs of the Manitoba Pen­

itentiary. 1674-1675. 

Warden Samuel L. Bedson issued specific orders to 

his' turnkeys and steward every day of the week and kept copies 

of these orders — up to ten per day — in a number of bound 

folio volumes. These orders, of which the following are a very • 

limited sample, are preserved at Stony Mountain Penitentiary in 

Manitoba. 

4 November 1874: 
'When turnkeys are in charge of prisoners working outside I have 
noticed on several occasions that the prisoners turn their heads 
and look round at any thing which may catch their eye ox* ear. 
If I find no notice taken by turnkey I will punish sxtch turnkey 
instead of the prisoner; 

9.November 1874: 
Convict La Roque will be paraded at 7 a.m. for corporal punish­
ment in yard tomorrow. All turnkeys and doctor to be present, 
except one turnkey on duty in each ward and one at door. 

24 November 1874: 
In future convicts will shave on Sundays from 8 to 10-30 a.m. 

8 December 1874: 
Tne Head Turnkey will in future see that the Ball do raised at 
dusk which will be from 4:30 p.m. to 5 P»m. and" that all turnkeys 
•with convicts will X'etxxrn from their work. Convicts to be locked 
up in their respective cells until bell ring3 for locking up. 

12 December 1874: 
Turnkeys when bringing in thefttr group of convicts must not un-
sling their cax̂ abines until ouch time as their convicts are 
safely placed in their cello or in tho wards. 

18 December 1874: 
During the excitement of tho coming elections no officer of the 
prison will on any pretext whatever be about or enter iaxto any 
saloon or tavern, under a penalty of instant dismissal and fine 
not exceeding the month's pay. 
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appendix f continued (?.) 

23 June 1875: 
No officer having convicts in charge should for an instant lose 
sight of them and be not further than 20 paces from his gang. 

2 July 1875: 
Turnkeys in future must, not permit strangers to loiter about 
convicts when at work. 20 yards at least must intervene between 
the former and the latter. 

31 July 18751 
The meals will in future bo laid on the different tables in each 
ward five minutes before the bell rings for meals. The Steward 
will superintend each table. The cook and assistant to Steward 
will lay the different class meals at the proper place of each 
convict sitting at tabibe, each convict to always occupy the same 
place. VJhen a Convict is deprived of his supper, it vrill bo laid 
by Steward as usual, and after all Convicts sit down to table 
'such supper vrill be rauoved from such convict by the Kead Turn­
key and given over to Steward, 

Turnkeys bringing in convicts from work vrill march them to their 
places at the different tables and when in position will give the 
Command "SIT" when they will be seated to their individual meals. 

11 August 1875: 
Turnkeys must pay more attention to Warden when ever he happens 
to pass by a gang of convicts when within about 20 paces the 
officers should call his gang to "Attention". 

1 September 1875: 
Turnkeys when calling each other in the presence or hearing of 
convicts wj.ll do so as Mr. or Turnkey so-and-so and not as at 
present only using the surname. 

http://wj.ll
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Ssxsita Is Hasiifi&ia 
x>xj»jfJTjcxij P A R A t r r o n m o . 

PROVINCE OP MANITOBA. 

WlNNlPKO, FEBRUARY 14th, 18S5. 

PROCLAMATION. 

JAMKS 0. AIKIXS. 

PROCLAMATION. 

CANADA—PROVINCH • OF MANITOBA. 

VICTORIA, by tho Grace of God of 
tho United'Kingdom of 

[L.S.] Groat Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of tho 
Faith, etc., etc., etc. 

, To all to whom these- presents 
shall come,— 

GREETING : 

L. \V. CouTr.EE, ) 
Dcputy-Attorney-Gcncral. J 
Whereas suitable buildings havo 

been prepared ot Lower Fort Garry, 
ill the Parish of St. Andrews and 
County of Lisgav in this Province, 
for tho temporary accommodation, 
cave, keeping and maintaining' of 
lunatics, idiots, and persons of 
unsound mind within tho Province 
of Manitoba. 

PROVINCE DE MANITOBA 

WINNIPEG, H FBVRIER 1885. 

PROCLAMATION. 

JAMES C. AIKIXS. 

PROCLAMATION. ' 
* * • "•*••* 
CANADA—PROVINCE DE MANITOBA. 

* • • 
VICTORIA, par la Grace do Dion, 

Rotnc du Royaume-Uni 
(L.S.). de la Grande-Bretagne et 

dTrlande, Delensour' de la 
Foi, etc., etc., etc. 

A tons ceux auxquels les pvfi-
ccntes parviendront,— 

SATAJT : 

L. W. COUTEKE, ) 
" Dcpulc-Procnreur-Genoral. \ 
Attondu'que des biitissos conve-

nables out etc preparers 5 Lower 
Fort Garry, dans la Paroisse do St* 
Andrews, .Comto do Lisgar, dans, 
ccttc Province, pour l'accommoda-, 
Hon temporairo, lo soin, lo main-' 
ticn ot l'ontroticn des lunatiqucs, 
des idiots et des insensus do la 
Provinco do Manitoba. 

Tiie Manitoba® azette 
.' X>TJj5L.l&nXCD 15V A T J ' T I I 0 1 H T Y . • • 



JViiilrrf Uy ORDXOX UAUaDKAV) i'tlnltf io XU Q««ii' . Moil Excellout MAJolft'WSiinlt** 

Now KNOW VK, thai by unci • 
with Iho advice and consent of Our , 
Kxouulivo Council of Our Province. 
of Manitoba, and .in virlno of Iho. 
provisions of Chapter 5fi of the] 
Consolidated Statutes of Manitoba; 
and of Chaplin' 15 of Iho Statutes ; 
of Manitoba, passed in the 4Clh j 
and -47lh ycavs of Her Majesty's' 
Reign, and" of all other power in usj 
vested, Wo do hereby proclaim and! 
declare the temporary buildings] 
which have been so completed and 
•prepared as aforesaid at Lower j 
Fort Gamy, to be the Lunatic; 
Asylum for the Province'of Mani­
toba, and do hereby appoint Wed-i 
nesday, the eighteenth day of; 
February instant as the day when! 
the same shall open for the recep- j 
tion of lunatics, idiots and persons • 
of unsound mind, and from and 
after the date last aforesaid, all i 
persons now confined under com-i 
mitment for lunacy, idiocy, or for' 
unsound mind, or hereafter com-
mittcd to confinement for Iho! 
causes as aforesaid shall he confined j 
at the said temporary asylum'at 
Lower Fort Garry aforesaid under! 
the provisions of the acts herein 
above in part recited.' 

l 
IN TESTIMONY \VHKUKOK, "Wehave; 

.caused these Our Letters to be 
made Patent, and the Great 
Seal of Our Province of Ma-

•nitohato bo hereunto affixed. 
. WITNESS Our Trusty and Woll-
'Boloved, the Honorable .Tomes 
•.Cox Aikins, lieutenant-Gov­
ernor of Our said Province of 
Manitoba, Member of Our 

• Privy Council for Canada, etc. 
** • 

* • t 

At Our Government House, in Our 
City- of Winnipeg, this Four­
teenth day • of the month of 
February, in the year of Our 
Lord, one thousand eight hun­

dred and eighty-five and in 
: '.the forty-eighth of Our Reign. 

By Command, '••• 

!""\":': .D.H.WIUSOX. 
.-i. {. • Provincial Secretary. 

tt.u.'it:-:/. M.vi.N'ViCXA.vr, quo. par ••; 
tut l'avis et du rouseulc.Auut do 
Noire C'enscil Lxooulif dc Xotro 
Province du Manitoba, el' qu'en 
verlu des dispositions ixx Chap;Ira 
5S des Stnluts Rofondus do Mani­
toba, el dn Chapiivc 15 des Slatuis 
de Manitoba posses dans les -JCerae 
ct -iTome ounces du regno de h'a 
Majcstv, et qu'en vertu dc lout 
autre pouvoir si Xous confevc, Xous 
proclumons "par las prcsentos et 
deelurons que les RdUituis tempo-
vaives qui out etc ailisi completes 
ot prepares com mo ausdit i\ Lower 
Fort Garry, scront PA silo des Alie­
nor de la Province de Manitoba, et 
Xous fixons par les presented Mor-
crcdi, le dix-huitieme jour do Fo-
vrier courant, commo le jour oil les 
ditos b:\tissos seven t ouvovios pouv 
vecevoiv les lunatiquos, les idiots .et 
les insenscs, et a la ot a partir do 
la date susdite, toutos les porsonnes 
maintenant, doionues sous preven­
tion d'imbccillitc, folic et idiotisme, 
ou qui scront ci-apves sonmisos ii 
detention, pouv les causes susdites 
scront delenues dans le CXi asilo 

jtemporaire a Lower Fort Garry 
'susdit, en .'vertu des dispositions 
| des actes ci-dessus mentionm's. 

i . ; - • • • • • 
j Kx Fot DK QuOl, Xous avons fait 
; vendro Nos Prcscntes Letlr.es 
; Patcntes, et a icolles fail appo-
: sev le Grand Scoau do Xoire 

Province de Manitoba. T&MOIX 
j Notre Fidole ct' Bicn-Aime 
I PHouorablo Tames Cox Aikius 
j Lieutenant - Gouverncnr do 

Notre dite Province do Mani-
!; toba, Membvo do Notre Couseil 

Prive pour le Canada, etc., etc. 
i • . ' ' . 
» 
. A NOTKK Hotel du Gonvornernonl 

on Notre Cite de Winnipeg, oo 
s • quatovziemo jour do FSvricr, 
j t dans Paunco do Noire Scigmnir 
j • v mil huit . cent quatvo-viug;-

cinq, et de Notre Regno hi 
•; quavante-hui; ieme. 
! Pav ordve 

! . : : • ' ; . • . . • : • - •.... • 
':'••.. . - . ' . D.'H. WILSON. 
;. . .\ Secretaire-Provincial. 

b? 
2 a p p e n d i x g c o n t i n u e d ( 2 ) 
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APPENDIX H 

S t a t i s t i c a l t a b l e s , Manitoba Pea i ten t ia ry , XS75 and 1&76. 

50 Victoria. Sessional Papcra (No, It,) A. \<:r, 

SICK llEPOKT, Manitoba Penitentiary, from 1st January to 81st December 
• 1S75. . 

• * t & 1 • 
Diioivses. '2 2 ,i . '5 Fetnarfcs. 

a s " 7 a 
K •< A O « 

• I • * 
'._•.....• ' -.:•:'•' • "• 

AtMMU 3 3 . v ! . 
AnoMrca • 3 3 , 
Contusion* •( 4 * ; 
Cy*iiii*....... 1 1 
Debility* ,, 1 • '1 '••'..• I 

Diarrhoea..... 10 10 ....' . . . *. 

Kry*;pcU$ • 1 3 4 •* • . • . • ' ; 

Fever (lyjiboM) I ' 1 " • ' . . . ' 
lIa*t»Atttrii\ , 2 2 - • ', • . 
Heart dtfMM. 1 1 , 1 1 ......... • ,' ....*:' 
Inlimiua • 4 4 . 
Mania 2 3 4 
Malingering .'. 3 2 * 
Ophthalmia 2 4 0 ••••' •# 
Vntliisi* 1 1 . • • : • • • • 
Pleurisy 3 3 6 . 1 .' '•• •'. 
Pncir.mi.iia 3 1 2 •',"''• 
SypbltU j 1 1 
A ounn^M................................................ .... ...I 1 I ......... ........ 
Whitlow .....•! o o 

Total* "" 8 I 05 ~C3 2 8 

.DAVID YOUNG. M.D., 
Surgeon Manitoba Penitentiary. 

145 
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appendix h, continued 

1 39 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 14 ) A !»-«* 

CUIMINAI, Statistical Return of tho Manitoba Penitentiary, from'January 
1st to December 31st, 1875. 

i - """ • • - - . - • . • • - . r - ' T • " ~ ~ 

Description. . "3 ~ I Description. ,. ' 'i. ~j 
i a 8 * s g o 
, 55 tu tr« I «»> 5< H 

1 A'oee. i Emyloi/ment. 
t While , IT Labourers * 14 • 

Half-breed • 6 Carpenter.* 1 
Indian 2 • Ititlclicrs ' 1 

; 24 Miuers.. 1 
Arewers ,.. 1 

Country. ' .Stonecutters 1 
Spinners 2 

' England 4 Joiners 2 '• 
i Ireland..'. 1 Engineer* 1 • 
• Canada 15 i . 24 
t United States ; 4 Crime. . 
j y '24 

Larceny 12 
Religion. Cattle stealing 2 

House breaking 1 
Episcopalian-. .'. 13 Crievous assault 
Roman Catholic 9 Stealing t'rom tho person [ 1 ...«....! 
Wesieynn 1 Attempt nt murder 1 t 
Presbyterian 1 Murder. .' 1 

• • 24 Stabbing usd wounding. . 1 
Perjury 1 s. 

i Cieil Condition. Felonious assault .'. 3 
i . . < Possession of stolen property.. 1 • 
'• Single 19 ......... ' Horsestealing 1 
. J U r "« a » T M Sentence. i M 

2 years a 12 1 
Education. • ' 3 do ( 5 ' 

4 do 2 
Read and write 10 ' 5 do • 3 

' Readonly 1 10 do I 
Neither read nor write T 14 d o . II 

r- 24 | 24 

J. L. BEDSON. 

143 
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appendix h, continued 

30 Victoria. Sessional Papers (Xu..I'i.) A., 1S7C 

J. L. BEDSOX. 

RETURN of Value of Labor performed in the- Manitoba Penitentiary from 
January 1st to December Slst, 1875. 

M l 
J. L. BEDSOX. 

KKTUKN shovcing the Movements of Prisoners in Manitoba Penitentiary 
from January 1st to December 31st,-1875. 

Common Prisoners. Convict). ] 

Distribution. j „• Rcn.s.rki 

i 1 3 i 1 3' 
< 5 O S - J o 

. f. U, H 7. (M H 
Remaining 31st Dec, 1374 4 4 18 18 
Admissions 16 16 I 6 6 

• r , , t * _____ _ _ _ 
Tout It) 20 24 24 

Discoursed by expiration of sentence 15 IS 3 3 • 4 Lunatics. 
Kscaped , 1 '.. 1 
Pardoned! ', 1 1 
Pied 2 2 

Total . . . . 15 15 7 7 ' • 

Remaining 31st Dec, 1875 »5 ......... 5 17 17 

Number > 

Description of Labor. ^° , lute. Total. Remarks. 
Work. 

cents. § cts. 
Repairing Clothing 378 50 180 00 : 
Orderlies in Wards .' 014 50 457 0 0 . 
Steward's Assistant 305 60 183 50 
Baking 305 60 182 60 
Cooking .v 365 60 182 60 
Washing 104 60 62 00 
Carpenters .'. 68 60 24 00 
l)._:n laying 030 60 460 60 
Gard»b 626 60 313 Of) 
C&ttlV Cottages M 726 60 363 00 

** • . $2,415 00 
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appendix h, continued 

39 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No.l'i.) A 1S76 

SHOKMAKIXO DKVAUTiMKNT, Manitoba Penitentiary, in account with 
Dominion of Canada, from March 2Cih to December 31st, 1875. 

J. L. BEDSON. 

'RETURN showing summary of Punishments .inflicted in the Manitoba 
Penitentiary during the Year 1875. 

it h. 4 

C I *• J o g Corporal 
2 a . « O c "S. a Punishment. 

§ j ,2 . t j Is* _2 I i o g | | l l 

< u a a a a .*« " _^L __ . ,» . 

January 17 6 ' 1 3 J .....I •;••• 
February 19 ' 2 1 ' | l | • 
March II I t j 
April 8 1 • I 
May * 'C r. l l 1 1 
JutlC 13 1 2 
July P I I 3 3 3 : 
August 0 2 1 3 
t-t;.traiUr 1 I 2 ' J ., 
October ......... 7 1 •> >' • ••« 
Nov.Miil.er.. C 1 "."i 1 v 
December 4 4 • I 1 1 

J ; L . 

,T. I* BEDSOX, 
11—10 145 

Dr. • $ cO.j Cr. '$ cU. 

• I 
To cost ol" Materials 415 03 I!y -10 pairs !ej,'booti on hand 147 0') 

74 |>:iira ankle do 195 00 
t/njeiid accounts (|ir!v.'.tc) *C 0?.} 

. Prison woik 205 32 
Cash on btmd for private work 51 C3J 

• Balances to Cr 2SC 2;i , Materials ami tools in band 3185 

$701 23 I \ " • S'ftl 33 
__ . , - ^ - J . - •.. 

•Since paid. •• . . . . » ' . , 

http://Nov.Miil.er


appendix h., continued 

39 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No.It.) • A. 1S7C 

RKITUN showing ditunvnt Ofibmvs committed by Convicts confined in 
the Manitoba Penitentiary, l'rom 1st January to 81st December, 1876.. 

.a " , 2 » 3 - -2 «i • 
o C c £ r t > £ _ . 3 *• 1 * o 
" S . i ' S l . s J = § st>• *• . *• . .5 .1««• S 
.3> « s S.2 r - s ^ "?< =• S ! - t i S . 5 ' 3 5 i r o .£ 
• « i . a J J = i s i t a ? ? • 2 £ l t d h a 2 H s ! 

gigl gllsjjME I i H p g l II £ g . 
l ! ft 

. , •. • . . . I I . ' , ' . . . • ,... 
, - , , i _• • • • ; • • • • : • • • - • ' : . • . ; . • . , • - • , , ' . H . : 

1ST5.'. at a 0 I 1 20 4 Ui ...... 10 4 CO' •» 

J. L. HUDSON. 

RETURN showing tho number of days remission of sentence earned by 
Convicts confined in Manitoba Penitentiary, from 1st January to 31st 
December, 1S7S. . 

J. 1. BBDSON. 

WC 

92 

., Number cf 
• , Year. . days ReumrKe. 

oiuntd. 

Jnnuary l i t to Drcrmbcr 3Ut, 1875.... 414} . , 
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appendix h , cont inued 

•10 Victoria. ' Sessional Tapers (No. lu . ) A. 3877 

ClUMixvt. S»aiUtU*ttl llolum of Prisoners in the MnnKoUa Penitentiary from l*t 
' jTAnnnry to Situ; JWoinUeri WT* 

7/*WEX FOUT UAUKY, 
6th January, 1877. 

(Signed) J. L. BEIXSON, 
.:. Warden. 

162 

m i i — , , - i I _ . J - - i - • • . 1 i i i i « * i i n - . i i ' . i r t r i T i ' * H T t t t J " * r " * ' i ' n f " . ' i M M f c i 1 * 1 1 • T * T r * 

Description. • "2 ~ Description, "5 -s 
3 .** fi 3 «• .° 
S f c . f r ' S fc. K 

JftW. k'mjilOymeilt. 

White ' G C Labourers 3 3 
lUli'-brced Carpenter* 1 1 
Indian 3 3 lilachsmiths 1 ......... I 

o o T«uor»7.7r.rr.'.l'!.,!.'!i!!!!!.'!!!!!! 1 ".'.'".'.'.'. i 
Country. • Farmers 1 1 

KmclAid. ....:• 3 3 . 9 9 
Ire'..-.:.'. ) 1 Crimes. • c • ' 
Canada 3 ........ 3 
l.MSStA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 1 
Prance.: 1 1 Felony 1 \ 1 

— • Uttering forged cheques* 1 ......... ••! 
9 9 Larceny 3 3 

Religion. • Disgraceful conduct... 1 1 
Insubordination 3 3 

Episcopalian t 6 5 . 
Roman Catholic 3 2 • 9 - 9 
I'resbvteriau '. 1 „ I Sentence!. 
Xo religion 1 1 • • 

9 ..'. 0 5 years 2 2 
Ciril Condition. • • 2i do 1 1 

| 2 do 2 2 
.Single H VI V Courts martial 4 4' 
Married .". 2 ' 2 — — 

. o 9 
9 9 . . : . • • ' 

Elocution, — — • 
Reft.-] acl write ,. C C 
Read only *. •» •: .< 
Neither read aor write 3 3 ( 

* 9~ -7.7Z o 

http://Sfc.fr'


appendix h , cont inued 

40 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 16.) A. 1877 

Rgftfltit showing iho Movoimmls of IVinuumi in Manitoba Penitentiary from 
1st January to 3Ul .Devumhor, 1S7C. 

i - — • 
I 

Prisoners. 

Di»trtb»tioi». 15ci.iii.-lis. 

MnSo. Fcuiiilc. YolAl. 

Remain g 3lst December, 1875 22 22 
.Admissions during (lie year« 0 0 

TolM 31 31 • 

•Discharged hy expiration of sentence 12 12 

Died 3 i... 3 i 

• 1 
Total ' 16 16 

•Remaining 31st December, 1876 « I IS 

LOWER FORT GARRY, 

Clh January, 1S1L 

(Signed) J. Is. IJEDSON, 
Wardin. 

'RETURN showing dilibront Oflbneos committed by Convicts in the Manitoba Foni. 
tonliary, from 1st January to 31st Docomber, 1876. 

LOWER FORT GARRY, 

January 6th,' 1S77. 

(Signed) 

183 

J. L. BJSDSON, 
IFiWcTi. 

% 

Months. | . t t | | « j | | | #8 | | g | | | i | | £ " I ****«. 

Irail i til1! H ill III f h 
.S M •< - C O S £ CI fe H N 0.73 W H 

January 4 1 I 3 '-..'. 6 1 H 
February 2 f. ' 3 2 ; 1 11 24 
March 6 2 2 3 3 j 2 3 ....... S 25 
April 3 3 ' 13 1 20 
May 6 2 ; 1 4 1<> 23 
June 4 3 ' 1 4 14 
July 1 2 1 15 19 
Aug.r 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 9 
gopl ,ber 3 2 3 1 10 1 I 20 
October ..'I ....>. 2 - 1 •••• 3 
November i...... 3 1 1 ....... 1 3 0 
December • ( .'• 3 1 | 1 1 »1 

Tout...nrriffT "• i r ~r m • j c 4 1 « 611 t«o 

http://15ci.iii.-lis
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appt. ' .dix h , cor.tir.ued 

'10 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1877 

KKTI'KX showing summary of Punishments IiiflU'tctl upon Convicts in Manitoba 
Penitentiary from 1st January to 31st December, 1S7G. 

>:- •. "a £ i 9 . Corporal 
? •• 5 '5 o e x Piinwliiiicnl. 

,.; it W £ ft, .3 ^ '5 M 

»*»*• | g n? 'rl ' ^ £ g ^ ° M^ . . - ntnmrfci. 
V? ** aj *« T. *N ••• ~* .!i a 'j (, o 

§ -i I -3 J * I § I -s7- H 
•< K O SI » J CI « 11 o *• 

U N W 43 13 10 1 8 6 1 1 | 7-1 27 

I.OWEU POBT C1ARRY, 
January Gth, 1S77. 

J. 'L. BEDSOX, 
(Signed) • Warden. 

jvK.ruux showing the number of days' remission of sentence earned by Convicts 
confuted in Manitoba Penitential')' "from 1st January to 31st Dccombor, 187G. 

.Number • • ••' 
Yc.tr. of • Remarks. 

• • • ' . . . dAy* citrnod. 

January 1st to December 3Ut, 187C 200 ..i 

(Signed) 

LOWER roar GARRY, 

January Gth, 1877. 

J. L. BEDSOX. 
Warden. 

J'STCRX of Convicts committed during the year to Manitoba Penitentiary who havo 
fiprved terms in other Penitentiaries. 

Xauo. 

Penitentiary 
in which previous 

sentence-
was carried out. 

I 
John Laconic Kingston. 

. 

LOWER Ponr GARRY, 

January Cth, 1877. 

(Signed) 

181 

Remarks. 

. J..L. BHDSOX, 
/ ". Warden. 

http://jvK.ru
http://Yc.tr
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40 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No.16.) A. 1877 

llKTCHM showing Vnhio of l/nimxluotivo labour itorftsrinod by Convict* in Manitoba 
Douiioniim-y, from .fniitinry 1st to December 1st, 1870. 

LOWER PORT GARRY, 
January 6th, IS??. 

(Signed) J.'L. BEDSON, 
Warden. 

RBTVRN of Prisonora who Diod in Manitoba Ponitontiary during tho Year 1S7G. 

Koines. 

i 

Crime. 

Sentence. 

Yean. 

6 

2 

Months. 

. .... 

• 

i 
• 

LOWER PORT GARRY, 
January 6th, 1877. 

(Signod) DA-YIP YOUNG, M.D.. 
Surgeon, 

185 

Description of Labour. g * • g - j p J - * . Remark,.' ' 

. 

m , . -. , 

< S ct*. $ cts. 

.Repairing ciotlics 310 0 CO 155 00 
Ward orderlies 232 0 CO 3<W 00 
Washing clothes and betiding 104 ' 0 CO .52 00 
Cooking 3C0 0 CO 183 00 ' " 
Unking 203 0 60 101 00 
Cutting wood CM 0 CO 31000 . • • • 
Ifnuling wood 101 0 CO ' 80 CO 
Drawing water 101 0 CO 80 CO 
Cleaning prison jrnrd 310 0 60 155 00 :'•?.•:' 
Cleaning Turnkey's quarters 52 0 50 20 00 - » ; 
Steward7! Assistant 300. 0 50 183 00 
Carpentering 230 1 0 50 115 00 
Root house.... 15 0 50 " 7 60 
Garden 145 j 0 50 73 60 
Repairing oven C 0 60 3 00 
Clcnning out latrine, drains nnd well 48 0 60 24 00 
Clcnning chimnics and store pipes 10 0 60 6 00 

1,822 00 ' ' . 
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aooor.dix h . continued 

40 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 15.) A. 1S7Y 

]«KTI:R.\ {'C CYMC* TroaioJ in llo-mitrd of Mnnituba Ponitontinvy, from Jnniuuy 1st 
to Pooemlwr 31st, 1ST0. 

Disease. Remained. Admitted. Diicliargod. Died. Remaining. 

• 

A W * - '. l l 
Ascitis - 1 1 
Xrotieliitii 2 2 
Co.tttuiiiii .-. 1 1 
Debililv '., 2 . 2 ; 
Dinrrlnen ' & 6 
Iifl't.lAttll'iil 1 1 { 
Influenza 4 '4 
-Mania 4 2 1 1 
Malingering 1 1 
Mnmnierr t o K C U ••>...*. i l [....... -
Neuralgia 1 * 
Peritouitii l 1 
Pneiiinonia .' 1 1 2 - • 
Pleura (.Hemitonia 1 1 
SyjiliilU ..-. 1 1 w « 

C . 23 20 3 ' 1 
• . ' ' • ' I 

(Signed) 

•* LOWER PORT GARRY, 
. ...•• January Cth, 1S7I*. 

DAVID YOUNG, MJX, 
. . •• Surgeon. 

ISO 



.BALANCE Slicot showing.Expenditure on, and Produce from, Prison (sai-dcn, ^tanttoba Penitentiary, for the Year 1816. 

_ LOWE:-. POUT OAKM-, 
<;t)i January. JS71. 

(Signed) J. L. HUDSON, 
HTtruVh. 

CO 

O 

< 
o «•*• o 
— • 
y 

to 
r.-
m 

c' 

<* 
o 

"3 
o 
• 

f> 
>—• 
CO 
- 3 

U 
•a 
XT 
o 
3 ;;. 
• - J . 

X 

o 
o 
3 •.-•-
H-
3 
C 
0) 
p-

Expenditure. | Amount. I - Produce. .„ Quantity. • J Price. Amount. 

—— — - - <t- .-
$ CM. $ CtS. CtS. 

145 days* labour at!50 c e n t s . - . . . ™ - . . — . . — . 12 50 Bcnr.s, French, in pod- - . . . - . - . . . . . . . . —. 57 quarts- - - . . 0 03 2 S3 
Garden seeds - - ..— . .„ . ............ 2C 30 ! Beans, Vwudsor.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IS do _. . ._._ 0 05 0 So 
12 canvas seed bags- - „ - 3 CO j Beets _ r , , 30 bushels... .__ o 3l> 0 00 

j Carrots.™-.. ill dozens— -. . 0 u5 4 7o 
- d o . _. - . . _ - — — . . — . . . — . . 53 bushels...- .j 0 25 j 14 75 
i f t . i . ) , . . o L«im hends. — 0 lo 43 00 

'. ! Cauliflowers..-.'.-.—.. —.. .- . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . |305- do _ 0 13 43 75 
i I Celery— - • it*" do _... .- :...... «' 15 15 On 

. : | Cucumbers. — — 2 bushels—..-...........".-. 1 5 0 3 C" 
. • ' • ' • ; • . - ' • ' . | Lettuce.......— - •. ,-. -..—... 37 dozens — . 0 05 j 4 S3 

• ' . . . j O n i o n s . . . . . . . . — - . . . — " . — . — — . 52C do . . . . . . — . . . . . . — 0 05 2C 3" 
• . ' . . • . . "•• . . ' : '• . '"•'• . -'. do — . — — — . . . . . . . . . . - . 62.'. bushels. .—-. . . . . ."- . 1 uo j C3 3b 

".•:•• [ Porsmps. . . . . . . . . . .„ .— . . .—. . . . . . . . _.... 7l do 0 75 5 02 
• j Peas, i:t p o d — . _ . - . _ _ . - . . - - . _ — . 125* quarts- 0 05 \ C 25 

.- - •-..'-". . • 'iPolatccs — - CO bushels 0 s i W So 
.".'••' • • ' . ' . ' ' . j'Parsley „. —.„ . . . . . . . 150 do .. ... per bunch DOS 7 CO 

• •a. ..." •'..'. lil'ui'.ipktns—...—— - —................... 3 do 1 '0 3 •*• 
: '.•' " . . . jiiti-.dislies.....................—.-..—....—.. 43 dozens . - 0 03 2 13 

• :: .': .'''.'" : :" llSpiuiicii ......._ — . . — . 33 do .. .— — "114 3 72 
••-'•' ..' . ipagc _ . „ . — — . 30 bunches.. - 0 (>", 15') 

5. •'• •'••'.' - • • ' • •."".' [Squash -•-, in-, I--,— 11 bushels.—...a— 1 0" 11 00 
' ..-*•• . JiTiiriiips". —. . . . - . . — . . . . . . — lid! dozens.- - _ » M 3'15 

• . • • • . . ' • . . . ' [i do . . . - . . . — - 27* bushels 0 2 5 C 73 
' * . [Tomatoes - — — I do - 1 no 1 00 

••' '*. . .> .Seeds—French beans...— - . . 4ft pounds-. — - . . 0 05 2 25. 
. d o Peas ......... — — 45 do 0 05 2 25 
j do 'tadish 8 ounces..- 0 20 I CO 
j; do L e t t u c e . . . — .... S da - 0 10 0 So 

Balance lo Cr - . — . - „ y . . . . . . 212 CI | do e Spinach- - . . — 12 do . - 0 10 1 2 0 

315 CI 1 315 Cl 
I J 

• oo 
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appendix h, continued 

id Victoria, Sessional Papers (No, 15.) A. 1877 

fMlOKMAKIxn DEPARTMENT, Manitoba Penitentiary, in account with llio Dominion of 
Cnmulu, front January Lst to Wocombor flint, 1ST<>. 

Df. $ els. Cr. § cU, 

• i • • • " i n ) . — i . . - • • . — — • • • • • m m • • m m • ! • . » . P . . I M . • , > i i i i m i • • • • — • • • _ i i • • m . • ^ • • • ^ — • — i i - v * " m m * • — • ' — • • • i ^ 

flf# cost of Materials ', 325 tO By 2 pairs iaced hoots . 12 00 
1" pairs ankle boot* 42 50 
CS pairs Oxford shoes 227 60 

• ' N - , Prison work 67 02} 
• Private work I CO 44 

Balance 10 Or...,. 233 72.1 .Materials nnd tools on hone! CO 85 

450 61J 460 61J 

BOOTS AND SHOES REMAINING ON HAND, DECEMBER 31st, 18tC. 

(Signed) • J. L. BEDSON, 
: Warden. 

LOWER FORT GARRY, 

January Gtli, 1ST J, 

STATEMENT showing Bovonuc of Manitoba Penitentiary for tho year ending Juno 
30lh, 187C 

LOWER FORT GARRY, 

January Oth, 1877. 

(Signed) J. L. BEDSON, 
Warden. 

188 

. $ cts. 
1 pair laced boots, at $6.00 COO 

. 45 pairs Wellington boots, at $3.00....~ 135 CO 
' CO pairs Muchcr boots, at $3.50 147 50 

41 pairs Oxford alios, at $3.50 , 143 50 

'"•'.'. ••':•'• ':' : •',••••' • ''"•'.'i' « 2 00 

• '• * * 
Dr. ; cis. Cr. 5 cts. 

To Deposit In Ontario Bank to credit By Shoo Shop, convict labour, Ac 344 C2 
of tho Hon. tho Receiver-General.... 344 C2 

344 C2 344 03 
1 • 
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appendix h, continued 

40 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 16.) A. 1877 

ACCOUNT of Manitoba Ponltoiilinry for Lhc Your owliug 30th Juno. 1870. 

(Signed) . . J. 1>. BEDSOX, 
Warden. 

180 

~ ' I"' I! • " • • • • : "• 
Dit. S eta. 'I On. ' $ ct«. 

I 

• • 
To AmoimV of vote for year 1875-76, illy Ks|'Ciiiliiiir.','vu:— . 

oi per Estinmtcs 27,000 00 , Rations . .'. 4,227 Ct 
. Fuel mid light 3,001 40 

. . '•• . . . . . I Clothing und hcddlng 017 3t 
• • • • . . . . . . ' • Furnishing 033 61 

• ; . ' • • • • . . . Cleaning 233 75 
.-*•*• Hnildings,. , 407 51 

. ' . • . . , ' • ' • • | I'wnsils and tools 19381 
•.'••••'. . •' . . ' • . . . I Washing 135 01 
" — . . • . ' ; • . . V-!.. . . . I Printing '. 15578 

•;.*;".••'.*' ••"• ."..'.' / ..- ItlAcrConiitlt _ 130 03 
V;'•*" ' . ' . ' • . ' Stiilloiicry 103 24 

'•...-, ••" •.."•.' fnifonns i. 361 30 
• S\! • ,..•".' • . ' . ' • , . . McilicalAttendance 731 00 

•••: >: . Medical comforts .217 OS 
• '•• •• . .• . . . • ' • . ' . ; • ' '.'•'.• Mcilical board 35 oo 

. .. ' ..•' t.'. ' •• . '..- '...'. \\ '.'•"" Shoe »ho( , 979 79 
••'•. ••'•'"• •'."•! , • .;•• "V '••. Mili.'ui;>: allowance, and clothing 
' ' • • ' , ' • • • ' ' • . • ' ' "..'.'.. to discharged convicts 309 47 

• , •• "• '..' ' . . . . ' • - • •. Garden 1623 
. '.. • •• Sinhlos 09 25 

. • • . ..'.i :'.:••. t Postage and telegrams 67 53 
•'•• '. Freight 79 25 

. •]•"•'•'/• • • Painlandoil _ 25 frt 
•'{''•': Roman Catholic chapel j 2 00 

'•; •' . .• ...•••' ..•'.'.;.'. Armoury I 14 25 
. . . . , • • • ' • •'. Contingencies 13600 

• • . » . ' . ' .V . . . . • . ' - 'Expenses, G. MeMicken, Esq,., 
, "" '••' visiting 150 04 

Salaries 6,800 02 
' . . s Balance '.. 6,536 12 

"" 27,000 00 . . . 27,000 00 



litqpcnx of Officer* of Hauitota Ponilcnliniy, Lmvcr Fort Garry, SOUi December, 18YC 

(Signed) 

J/UTER PORT GARRY-, January Gtb, "IR77. 

jr. L. BEDS02?, 
Warden. 

•c 
TO 
O. 

k 
if 

a 
o 
p 

I 
o 

. . . J | . TUtt-rc Born. ' ' i ' 

*-'.;:• v j ^ \ — — . — — I : --M*i i i»BBU; "s»* | a * 
' • • . . . • ' . . ' . 1 .1 Town, j Country, j I • i 

j J j ; j , :*_;._ . . 
t " • • " I I • " I 

Warden ' ..... i&inme! L. tvdson —;....] 3-1 |RcX>v (England Church of Eng1nnd..:23rd Moy, 1871...! 1,400 00 ! 
tfaul liuitrd. . > Michael VC. Shwh.m i -Its |f.i.:uhm ..I <I<, Qunlcrr ICtii July, 1*7C ...! Wl "0 
A<vo-.:ittnii( K.K£ Storykrxper'tJrorgc K. A«Wir«'l ... :s> ptaeotaulrtit.] do Church of Kughind.jMth Mnr, W-t...! M" "0 I 
Steward . . . . . . . . . . . . ilhMieorw MAIM S3 {llrrnlwued.. d-» do ...b'.uh t-Vii , iSTr. j 4*4 nA j 
tfeUa Keeper , , . . , . i. ....U'hilio While . . 33 i'HnHjtoW ....iSciillnnd . . . . i*r.-shyti.-rmn _ .......;l-llh Jniv. !«72.„! 400 <»> i 
DAY Guard - . . . ._..!D:tvis Uti le SO |MiirKhlk.'td..>Kf.«1iinii „..;Ro?!uiti Catholic......'8th June, 1K75 ...j « * Ml | 

"do . . . . . . . . . . . i.vincas D. McDonell 9i [Pu KorliinciOiu-adn _....; do " . . ,»!#•. Kept-, ftTO.! W n ) l 
Night Guard . . • Michael Wagner . . . . . . . . . . -!7 JMinc-hln rhvrnrfai .' do rjgth Sej-t., 18T&.I 440 04 j 

Co . . . . . . . . . — _ . - J n - : i r y Walker . . . . . . j ::i) j Man Chester . Kugutn<l . ...|Church of EnijUnd.'Ulst <JOL, 187';...! 484 04 | 
Jioss.-nger jthuuutl McConntck _ j 2-1 iLuudon Canada .....iWcsIcyan . |2>»:h Sept., 187C..J 2-50 44 I 

: I • • • • ! 1 - - I - i . • J ' 

o 
< 
r̂_ 
o" 
p* 

DC 
o 
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