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Abstract 

Archaeological investigations were conducted at the Southwold 

Earthworks site in 1976 by the Museum of Indian Archaeology 

for the Historic Parks and Sites Branch, Parks Canada, and the 

data recovered from these excavations and previous excava­

tions in 193 5 were examined during the winter of 1976 and 

1977. The data recovered provided information on the iden­

tity of the inhabitants, the date of occupation, the nature 

of the earthworks, and the nature of the occupation both in­

side and outside the village. The report includes a summary 

of information on the prehistory of southern Ontario, as well 

as background information pertaining to the site. A detailed 

discussion of settlement pattern and ceramic data is provided 

as well as conclusions in terms of the site and its relation­

ship to the native occupation of southwestern Ontario. 
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Precis 

The Southwold Earthworks site was investigated by the National 

Museum of Canada in 193 5, and by Parks Canada, who currently 

own the property, in 19 76. This report provides the results 

of the analysis of the data recovered by both investigations, 

as well as providing background information on the site and a 

summary of the prehistory of southern Ontario. 

Southwestern Ontario has been inhabited by native 

peoples for at least 11,000 years. The first period of oc­

cupation is the Palaeo-Indian period (11,000 B.C. to 

5,500 B.C.) followed by the Archaic period (5,500 B.C. to 

1,000 B.C.). The Early Woodland period began at about 

1,000 B.C. with the introduction of pottery and led to the 

Middle Woodland period which began at about 700 B.C. The 

Late Woodland period, to which the Iroquoian occupation of 

Ontario belongs, began at about A.D. 600. The Ontario Iro­

quois Tradition has been divided into Early (A.D. 600 -

A.D. 1300) Middle (A.D. 1300 - A.D. 1400) and Late (A.D. 1400 -

A.D. 16 50) stages. The Neutral who were part of the Late 

Ontario Iroquois stage, appear to have occupied most of south­

western Ontario during prehistoric times, but were concen­

trated east of the Grand River by the historic period. They 

had little contact with Europeans, but it appears that their 

culture was very similar to that of the Huron. The Neutral 

were dispersed by other' Iroquoians from New York in A.D. 1651. 

The Southwold Earthworks site is a Neutral village site 

located near St. Thomas, Ontario. It is situated on level 

ground about one mile from the nearest major stream, although 

a small spring-fed creek runs through the site. Analysis of 
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the data recovered during both the 1935 and the 197 6 excava­

tions have produced the following information and conclusions. 

When it was occupied, the village consisted of at least 18 

longhouse structures which varied from 12 m. to 50 m. in 

length and 5m. to 6 m. in width. These structures had cen­

trally located internal hearths, small numbers of pits, and 

bunk lines located on both sides of the buildings. They 

varied extensively in orientation and were located closely 

together, perhaps for reasons of defence. There is the pos­

sibility that there was an open space in the center of the 

village which may have been used as an activity centre. The 

larger midden deposits appear to have been located outside of 

palisading surrounding the entire site. This palisade in­

cluded several rows of stockade with two earth walls as foun­

dations. It appears that the inner earthwork was built some 

time after the outer wall. 

The artifacts recovered included a full assemblage of 

ceramic, lithic and bone material, although the total collec­

tion was rather small. A comparison of design motifs on the 

exterior rims of the pottery vessels indicated that there 

were significant differences in the distribution of motif 

categories within the site which may be evidence for distinc­

tive social groups within the village. The site also appears 

on the basis of pottery types (Wright 1966, 86) to have been 

fairly closely related with the Lawson site, which is located 

near London, Ontario. 

It has been estimated that the village was occupied at 

about A.D. 1500 and housed between 800 and 900 persons. Fur­

ther conclusions about the occupation of the site cannot be 

made because of the limited nature of the data, and because 

very little comparative information is available at present. 



xii 

Acknowledgements 

The research described in the present report was conducted 

as a result of a contract between the National Historic Parks 

and Sites Branch of Parks Canada and The University of Western 

Ontario. I would like to acknowledge Parks Canada for the 

preparation of a topographical map of the site and Point Pelee 

National Park for logistical support. I also wish to acknow­

ledge the support of the Museum of Indian Archaeology, The 

University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario for use of 

laboratory space, equipment, and computer facilities. In 

addition I would like to thank Dr. William Finlayson, who 

acted as senior investigator, for his continued support, ad­

vice, and assistance in the excavations and analysis, and 

Mr. John Dawkins, Mr. Ron Williamson, and Ms Karen McCullough 

for their assistance in the field. I would also like to 

thank Mr. Vic Killing for his assistance in surveying the 

site and preparation of the visual materials which accompany 

the report, and Ms Patricia van Dyk who typed the manuscript. 



Preliminary Data 

Introduction 

The Southwold Earthworks site (AeHi-1) is a prehistoric Neu­

tral village site located near the village of Iona in South­

wold township, Elgin County, Ontario. The site is located on 

land presently owned by Parks Canada, and was declared a His­

toric Site in 1929. In 1935 extensive excavations were car­

ried out by W. J. Wintemberg of the National Museum of Canada, 

who was assisted by W. W. Jury of the University of Western 

Ontario. In 1976, further excavations were conducted by a 

small team of archaeologists from the Museum of Indian Arch­

aeology, the University of Western Ontario. The 1976 excava­

tions were initiated by Parks Canada, Historic Parks and Sites 

Branch, who issued a contract for test investigations to aid in 

interpretation of the site to the general public. 

The following paper reports the results of research con­

ducted by the author with respect to the Neutral and the 

Southwold Earthworks site, and the results of both the 1935 

and the 1976 investigations of the site. The analysis has 

been limited because the data from 1935 is incomplete, and 

because the 197 6 field work was initiated as a preliminary 

assessment of the site, as opposed to a large scale research 

project. The objective of the investigations has not been a 

total description of the occupation of the site, but rather 

to provide information' on some aspects of this occupation. 

The results reported in this paper can be employed as back­

ground for further work in the area or for limited compara­

tive analysis with other Iroquoian sites. 
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The report has been prepared in such a way as to provide 

the reader with as much information as necessary to under­

stand the results of the investigation of the Southwold site. 

In order to provide a context for a description of the occu­

pation of the site a comprehensive general survey of what is 

known of the prehistory of Ontario as well as both ethno-

historical and archaeological data pertaining to the Neutral 

Iroquois is provided. A general survey of literature deal­

ing with the Southwold site is also included. This back­

ground information is followed by a summary of the observa­

tions made during both the 1935 and 1976 field seasons, and 

the results of analysis of settlement pattern data, arti­

facts, and floral remains. The report is concluded by a dis­

cussion of the relationship of the Southwold site with other 

Neutral sites, and conclusions on its significance in terms 

of the prehistory of the area. 

Background Prehistory of Ontario 

Archaeological evidence suggests that Ontario has been oc­

cupied continuously by native people for at least 11,000 

years. This occupation has resulted in a sequence of con­

tinual change in ecological adaptation and cultural patterns. 

The habitation of the Southwold site formed an integral part 

of the continuum, so that in order to understand this habi­

tation it is necessary to have some knowledge about the de­

velopment of the native occupation of Ontario. The following 

chronological outline of the prehistory of southwestern 

Ontario is included to provide a temporal context for dis­

cussion of the society that was responsible for the material 

remains at the Southwold site. 

Very little is known about the people who lived in south­

western Ontario during and immediately after the retreat of 

the ice sheet of the Valders glacial period. It has been 
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estimated that the area became inhabitable at about 11,000 B.C. 

to 10,000 B.C. (Wright 1972, 11). The vegetation changed 

during the retreat of the glacier from tundra to spruce-herb 

to spruce-pine forest which gave way to more temperate vege­

tation at about 7,800 B.C. (Noble 1975b, 100). Caribou appears 

to have been the main large animal living in the area at the 

time, although mastodons may have survived during the earlier 

periods, and moose migrated into the area at about 6,000 B.C. 

(Noble 1975b, 100). The people who lived in Ontario between 

ca. 11,000 B.C. and 5,500 B.C. have been termed the Palaeo-

Indian culture. Their most distinctive characteristics were 

the use of a variety of projectile points including the 

fluted points of the Clovis type (Garrad 1971; Storck 1974), 

and lanceolate points (Storck 19 72). Palaeo-Indians appear 

to have been hunter-gatherers who depended on caribou for 

much of their subsistence, although they may have hunted 

both mastodons and moose. Sites that have been located in 

Ontario are generally situated on glacial lake shore lines. 

There is nothing known about the social patterns of the 

Palaeo-Indians. 

Between 6,000 B.C. and 5,000 B.C. apparent influence and 

migration from the south brought about the development of the 

culture known as Archaic. This development resulted in a 

larger population of hunter-gatherers occupying southwestern 

Ontario, who used a more varied complex of stone and bone 

tools than the preceding Palaeo-Indians. Native copper was 

also used for the first time. The most predominant Archaic 

culture to develop was the Laurentian, which appeared at 

about 3,500 B.C. and lasted until circa 1,000 B.C. (Noble 

1975b, 106) . The Archaic' peoples subsisted by hunting deer, 

elk, bear and beaver, fishing, and gathering wild plants 

(Wright 1972, 27). They developed distinctive mortuary 

practices, burying the dead in cemeteries and accompanying 

the burials with grave goods, and, often with red ochre. 
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Many of the characteristics of the Archaic period survived 

into the Early Woodland period, which began with the intro­

duction of the use of ceramics at about 1,000 B.C. (Noble 

1975b, 107). 

The first pottery to be used in Ontario is called 

Vinette 1, and was, apparently, introduced from New York 

(Noble 1975b, 107) . The lithic assemblage of the Early Wood­

land cultures remained basically the same as that of the 

Archaic. Early Woodland sites have been located along the 

north shore of Lake Erie (Spence et al. 1976) but very little 

has been published concerning this period. 

The Middle Woodland period began about 700 B.C. and is 

important to this study because it was the direct precursor 

of the Iroquoian occupation of Ontario. Cultural traits 

such as regional differentiation, riverine settlement patterns 

and a greater complexity in ceramics (Noble 19 75b, 107) re­

flect tendencies which were to become typical of the later 

Iroquoians. It appears that the Middle Woodland cultures 

were influenced to a considerable extent by the Hopewell 

cultures which developed in the northern part of the present 

day United States, especially in Ohio. Hopewellian traits, 

such as ceremonialism in burial practices, including burial 

mounds (Johnston 1968) were adopted in Ontario. The most 

important development to occur during Middle Woodland times 

was the adoption of agriculture by the Princess Point culture 

at about A.D. 500 (Noble 1975a, 57; Noble 1975b, 108) . This 

Princess Point culture was predominant along the north shores 

of Lake Erie and shows definite relationships with cultures 

located along the southern shores of the same lake. Princess 

Point has been identified as ancestral to the Glen Meyer 

branch of the Ontario Iroquois tradition which began the Late 

Woodland period at about A.D. 600 (Noble 1975b, 108). 

The Early Ontario Iroquois stage was comprised of the 

development of two separate branches, Pickering in southeastern 
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Ontario and Glen Meyer in southwestern Ontario. The Glen 

Meyer branch was characterized by habitation in small but 

well defined villages located on defensible sites and sur­

rounded by palisades (Wright 1966, 22), thus indicating that 

the patterns of warfare that were in evidence in the Late 

Ontario Iroquois stage began at an early date. The major 

area of Glen Meyer occupation appears to have been in Oxford 

and Norfolk counties in central southwestern Ontario but 

components have been noted across most of the area between 

Lake St. Clair and Lake Ontario (Noble 1975a, 45). Glen 

Meyer villages demonstrate the beginnings of the concern for 

internal arrangement of formal village life which character­

ized later Iroquoian settlement pattern. The villages con­

sisted of a small number of short longhouse structures which 

show some internal arrangement as to hearth alignment, clus­

tering of pits, and dividing walls (Noble 1975a, 45). The 

subsistence patterns for the Ontario Iroquois also have their 

origins with Glen Meyer. They depended extensively on hunt­

ing, fishing and gathering on a seasonal basis, but it would 

appear that agriculture became very important and allowed 

the year round occupation of villages (Noble 19 75a, 46). The 

main cultigen was corn, but other crops may also have been 

developed. Glen Meyer pottery decoration showed a develop­

ment from corded stick and cord punctate to incising which 

is predominant in the Middle and Late Iroquois stages. The 

most common pottery types are Ontario Oblique, Glen Meyer 

Oblique, Middleport Criss-Cross, and Stafford Stamped 

(Wright 1966, 26-27). Castellations appeared for the first 

time during the Glen Meyer stage, ceramic pipes were in use, 

and the lithic assemblage was well developed (Wright 1966, 

24-27; Noble 1975a, 46-47). The mortuary practices of Glen 

Meyer people are not well known, but it is apparent that they 

did not practice ossuary interment (Noble 1975a, 47) . 
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At about A.D. 1300, Glen Meyer cultural development was 

interrupted by the introduction of Pickering traits to south­

western Ontario. This interruption may have occurred by 

means of the conquest of the Glen Meyer people by Pickering 

people and the subsequent absorption of the victims by the 

conquerors. The merging of the two branches resulted in the 

development of a single culture known as Middleport. This 

comprises the Middle Ontario Iroquois stage. The Middleport 

culture in southwestern Ontario was directly ancestral to the 

Neutral population in this area. 

Very little is known about the Middleport occupation of 

the area of southwestern Ontario west of Brantford, as little 

work has been done in this area. Data on the Middleport 

stage, however, has been recovered in other areas of south­

western Ontario, notably at the Nodwell site in the Bruce 

peninsula (Wright 19 74), and in the Crawford Lake area near 

Milton, Ontario (Finlayson et al. 1973). 

Middleport developed directly out of the merging of the 

Pickering and Glen Meyer branches, producing culture traits 

which were fairly homogeneous over the entire area of occupa­

tion. This area included most of southern Ontario and took 

in a much greater region than the Early Ontario Iroquois 

stage. This is suggestive of a population increase after the 

Early Ontario Iroquois stage (Wright 1966, 64). In general, 

Middleport retained many of the characteristics of the Early 

Ontario Iroquois stage, but included traits which differenti­

ated it. The settlement patterns remained much the same as 

those of the Glen Meyer branch; that is, formal village habi­

tation was practiced with some small camp sites. Middleport 

villages were generally larger, however, and the longhouse 

structures were longer (Noble 1975, 45; Finlayson et al. 1973, 

27-3 8). The site locations of Middleport villages were usu­

ally in easily defended areas close to water although this 

was not always the case. Villages were often surrounded by 
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palisades and some showed definite signs of village expansion 

(Finlayson et al. 1976, 20). The mortuary practices of the 

Middleport people changed radically with respect to their 

predecessors; ossuary burial was fully developed during the 

Middleport period, indicating that the notions of communal 

burial had changed. Concomitant to this change, it is possi­

ble that the ceremony of the Feast of the Dead (Trigger 1969, 

106-112) had its beginnings during this stage. Subsistence 

patterns appear to have been practically the same as Glen 

Meyer, with hunting, fishing, and gathering being practiced 

as well as agriculture. Corn was the main cultigen, but 

other plants such as beans, sunflowers, and possibly squash 

were also being cultivated (Finlayson et al. 1973, 140). 

This introduction of other cultigens may indicate an increased 

dependence on agriculture. 

The artifact traits of the Middleport culture were 

largely the same as the preceding period. The dominant 

pottery types were Iroquois Linear, Ontario Oblique, 

Ontario Horizontal, Middleport Oblique, and Lawson Incised 

some of which were present during the Glen Meyer period, 

but in different ratios (Wright 1966, 64-65). The greatest 

change between Middleport and Glen Meyer in terms of arti­

facts was the development during the Middleport period of a 

well developed ceramic pipe complex. Lithics and bone arti­

facts demonstrated no great changes (Wright 1966, 65). 

The Middleport period appears to have lasted only about 

100 years (A.D.1300 to A.D. 1400), after which began the in­

ternal cultural divisions that resulted in the separate 

branches of the Late Ontario Iroquois stage. By A.D. 1500, 

or approximately at the time the Southwold village was 

occupied, the separation was established enough to differ­

entiate the Neutral from the other branches of the late stage. 

The available data on the Neutral occupation of southwestern 

Ontario are discussed in the next two sections. 
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